
City Pulse Ads.qxp_Layout 1  5/11/21  2:24 PM  Page 2

A  newspaper for the rest of us
Locally owned

www.lansingcitypulse.com June 1-7, 2022

.13.13
A BITTERSWEET DAY A BITTERSWEET DAY 
IN THE NEIGHBORHOODIN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
JOAN NELSON RETIRESJOAN NELSON RETIRES

PP



2 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • June1, 2022

SPRING SPECIALS Come see our 
new products 
for your plant 

and gardening 
needs!

… and so much more!… and so much more!

Shop Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Our vegetable flats Our vegetable flats 
are in and ready for are in and ready for 

your greenhouse your greenhouse 
or gardenor garden

More blooms for More blooms for 
your garden your garden 
arriving dailyarriving daily

AnnualsAnnuals
PerrennialsPerrennials

Hanging BasketsHanging Baskets

LandscapingLandscaping
ServicesServices

Clean Up Clean Up •• Mulching Mulching
Contact us for Contact us for 

Outdoor ServicesOutdoor Services
517-322-2671517-322-2671

1434 E. Jolly Road | Lansing 
517-882-3115 | lansinggardensllc.com

Find us on 
Facebook!
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The arts need City Pulse.
And City Pulse needs you to support

our coverage of the arts.

The last two years have been 
tough on the arts. Now that 
the doors are open again to 
live performances, the arts 
need City Pulse’s coverage 
more than ever.

That’s where you come in. 
Your donations help make it 
possible for City Pulse to 
cover the arts through 
stories and reviews.

Please support the arts by 
supporting City Pulse.

Donate online at lansingcitypulse.org/support-us
or call Suzi Smith at (517) 999-6704

Donate by mail at City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Avenue, Lansing, MI 48912.

Please make checks payable to City Pulse.
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Sign up at 
lansingcitypulse.com

for our
Email 

Newsletter

& Get the & Get the 
Digital EditionDigital Edition

in your in your InboxInbox  
FREEFREE by  by 6AM6AM

Every Wednesday!Every Wednesday!

We work hard to keep you 
informed and 

up to date on the issues that 
matter most to you.

Stay aware with local news 
right at your fingertips!
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See Antisemitic, Page 6

Antisemitic behavior is on the rise 
across Greater Lansing, according to 
the Anti-Defamation League. 

Reports from the international non-
profit watchdog group listed at least 42 
antisemitic incidents in Ingham, Clin-
ton and Eaton counties over the last two 
years, with 32 last year alone. 

It’s an increase that’s mirrored in 
trends across Michigan and the country, 
which saw more than 2,700 instances 
of bigoted harassment and vandalism 
reported to the ADL last year — up 34% 
from 2020 and the most reports since it 
started tallying them in 1979. In Mich-
igan, incident re-
ports more than 
doubled from 51 
in 2020 to 112 in 
2021. 

Andy Schor, 
Lansing’s first 
Jewish mayor, 
labeled the trend 
“disturbing.” 

“Hate crimes 
of any sort — 
whether an-
tisemitic, racial, 
ethnic, gender orientation or any other 
reason — are all reprehensible,” he said. 
“This new data shows the continuing 
pandemic trend of anger and aggres-
siveness from a small minority of people 
who feel empowered to target others. 
Fortunately, I truly believe that Lansing 
is a welcoming community and know 
that a great majority of our residents do 
not stand for this behavior.” 

The ADL separated incidents into 
two categories: harassment, where Jews 
reported feeling harassed by antisemit-
ic language or actions; and vandalism, 
where physical property was damaged 
(or spray painted) in a way that harmed 
or intimidated Jews. Antisemitic as-
saults would normally be a separate cat-
egory, but none were reported last year 
in Michigan.  

“The data reflects a disturbing all-
time high, both in our state and across 
the U.S.,” ADL Michigan regional direc-
tor Carolyn Normandin said in a press 
release, which also noted that an aver-
age of seven incidents were reported 
daily across the country last year and 
that Michigan recorded more bigotry 

Antisemitic incidents reportedly up sharply in Greater Lansing 

than 45 other 
states and Wash-
ington, D.C. Only 
New York, New 
Jersey, California 
and Florida sur-
passed Michigan. 

In Michigan, 
hundreds of an-
tisemitic inci-
dents the ADL 
tracked over the 
last two years 
were reported in almost every major city 
and county, several colleges and univer-
sities, and even some far-flung munic-
ipalities miles north of the Mackinac 
Bridge. 

The tri-county region of Ingham, 
Eaton and Clinton counties accounted 
for dozens of those reported incidents, 
most involving vandalism. None in-
volved physical assault. 

The vast majority were in East Lan-
sing and Lansing, mostly literature, 
propaganda and other hateful sym-
bolism from the Patriot Front, an im-
age-obsessed white supremacist group 
that the Southern Poverty Law Center 
says promotes an explicitly fascist polit-
ical agenda with theatrical rhetoric and 
garish patriotism. 

Court records showed that Ingham 
County Prosecutor Carol Siemon has 
brought charges in seven cases that in-
volved felony ethnic intimidation since 
she took office in 2017, including one 
in 2018 that involved antisemitism. It 
did not result in a conviction. The case 
involved a person harassing a Jewish 
person with threatening messages, ref-

erences to Ad-
olf Hitler and 
the Holocaust. 
Because of the 
offender’s age, 
specific details 
regarding the 
case have been 
sealed from pub-
lic view. 

The Lansing 
Police Depart-
ment also report-
ed two antisemit-
ic incidents over 
the last two years, 
both of which the 
ADL recorded.  
Ingham Coun-
ty Sheriff Scott 
Wriggelsworth 
also found one 
report in recent 
years. The East 
Lansing Police 
Department and 
the Michigan State Police did not re-
spond to multiple requests for informa-
tion. 

Here’s every incident of antisemitism 
in the tri-county region that was listed 
in the ADL’s report, supplemented with 
additional data from media reports and 
local law enforcement agencies: 

January 2020: Patriot Front dis-
tributed propaganda  in Lansing that 
read: “Money does not rule you,” “Reject 
poison” and “Life Liberty Victory.” The 
white nationalist hate group formed 
after the 2017 “Unite the Right” rally 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, the South-

ern Poverty 
Law Center 
said. Its pub-
lic “manifesto” 
includes a call 
for the forma-
tion of a white 
e t h n o - s t a t e 
and is report-
edly explicit in 
its exclusion 
of people of color from its conception 
of pan-European identity. The group’s 
leaders also reportedly keep a fairly 
tight watch over their members, requir-
ing regular activism (like littering pro-
paganda across their cities) or they risk 
expulsion. 

About one in five applicants have cur-
rent or former military status, according 
to archives released to a nonprofit me-
dia organization and reported by NPR. 

February 2020: A member of the Pi 
Kappa Alpha fraternity at Michigan 
State University spray-painted a swas-
tika on the grounds of the fraternity, 
which suspended him. Nationwide, 
there were least 155 antisemitic inci-
dents at colleges and universities at 
more than 100 campuses in 2021, — a 
21% jump from 2020. Reports showed 
that Michigan State University played 
host to at least a dozen more incidents. 

March 2020: Joe Jager, a candidate 
who was challenging Eaton County 
Sheriff Tom Reich in the Democratic 
primary, sent out thousands of flyers 

Schor Normandin Siemon 

Wriggelsworth

that declared electing Reich to a third 
term would constitute a “Third Reich,” 
a play on words with the Nazi regime 
of Adolph Hitler. Jager insisted that he 
meant no harm. 

May 2020: ADL tracked an antise-
mitic “harassment” incident in Bath. 
No additional details were available. 
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six
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Antisemitic
from page 5

Let's do something so nobody
has to experience what
the parents of Uvalde

are experiencing now. 

Let's do something so nobody
has to experience what
the parents of Uvalde

are experiencing now. 

It's not too soon, it's too late.It's not too soon, it's too late.

Oct. 2020: A Zoom meeting hosted 
by Congregation Kehillat Israel on For-
est Road in Lansing was briefly inter-
rupted by a white man wearing a mask, 
police said. The man reportedly stood 
up, exposed himself and yelled antise-
mitic slurs before he was removed. At 
least 525 incidents of antisemitism na-
tionwide were reported as occurring at 
Jewish institutions such as synagogues 
last year, up 61% from 2020. Many 
reports, like those in Greater Lansing, 
involved harassment, mostly in virtual 
forums. 

“The fact that antisemitism is on the 
rise in our country and elsewhere is no 
surprise,” said Rabbi Amy Bigman at 
Congregation Shaarey Zedek in East 
Lansing. “Our 
c o n g r e g a t i o n 
and the Jewish 
community as 
a whole remain 
vigilant. Over the 
years synagogues, 
Jewish commu-
nity centers and 
other Jewish or-
ganizations have 
invested heavily 
in security mea-
sures.” 

Bigman didn’t elaborate on those se-
curity measures, but she said they have 
been costly. 

“It’s very distributing, and it saddens 
me to know there are people out there 
who hate us simply because of our reli-
gion. I continue to teach that all people 
are created in God’s image and should 
be treated accordingly.” 

Patriot Front also distributed more 
propaganda in Lansing, this time read-
ing: “Reclaim America,” “America is not 
for sale,” and “Life Liberty Victory,” ac-
cording to the ADL’s latest audit. 

November 2020: America First pod-
caster Nicholas Fuentes participated 
in a “Stop the Steal” rally in downtown 
Lansing. "We have the president of the 
United States standing up to the banks, 
standing up to the mainstream media, 

standing up to the big tax and the Dem-
ocrats and the synagogue of Satan," 
Fuentes reportedly said. Jews have long 
been portrayed 
as possessing 
horns and other 
Satanic attri-
butes in antise-
metic materials. 

Patriot Front 
flyers were seen 
in Lansing: 
“America First” 
and “For the na-
tion against the state.”

December 2020: Patriot Front pro-
paganda cropped up in Dimondale and 
Potterville: “Revolution is tradition,” 
“One nation against invasion” and “Bet-
ter dead than red” flyers directed read-
ers via QR code to the hate group’s web-
site and its online manifesto. 

Israel and 248 people had been killed in 
Gaza following more than 4,000 rocket 
and missile attacks from Gaza. 

July 2021: A mural beneath a bridge 
in St. Johns was reportedly defaced 
with swastika graffiti. 

Aug. 2021: 
A string of 
Patriot Front 
propaganda 
and vandal-
ism is discov-
ered across 
the Great-
er Lansing 
area, with separate incidents reported 
in Fowler, Eaton Rapids, East Lansing, 
Haslett and Ovid. 

September 2021: Another string of 
antisemitic incidents occurred at MSU 
after the fall semester began: 

An individual had reportedly joined 
an online biology class group chat us-
ing a Nazi swastika as a profile picture, 
claiming that biology proves “Jews 
are scum.” The same individual post-
ed “shut the hell up Jew Boy” in a local 
apartment complex’s group chat, the 
Lansing State Journal reported. 

Also that week: An artistic tribute to 
the 20th anniversary of 9/11 on the fa-
mous campus rock was defaced. The 

word “never” from the phrase “never for-
get” was etched out, and the word “Israel” 
was spray painted over an image of the 
American Flag. No suspects were found. 

October 2021: Patriot Front propa-
ganda continued with several incidents 
reported in St. Johns, Delta Township, 
East Lansing, Dewitt, Grand Ledge, 
Potterville, Lansing and Dimondale. 
Sheriff Wriggelsworth said no arrests 
for vandalism have been made. 

November 2021:A targeted focus of 
Patriot Front literature distribution was 
reported in Lansing, specifically at Lan-
sing Community College. Another large 
banner was also found on an overpass 
in Lansing. 

December 2021: More Patriot Front 
vandalism was reported in Eaton Rap-
ids, Potterville, Lansing and Okemos. 

May 2022: Rabbi Bigman said a con-
gregant recently discovered multiple an-
tisemitic flyers. She declined to provide 
images or elaborate on the nature of the 
materials except to call them “offensive.” 
ADL officials said the materials were 
related to another antisemitic group 
called the Goyim Defense League. 

- KYLE KAMINSKI 
Visit adl.org/resources/report/au-

dit-antisemitic-incidents-2021 to view 
the full audit report. Additional Patriot Front flyers ap-

peared in Lansing a week later: “Reject 
poison,” “Reclaim America,” “Stolen not 
conquered” and “To ourselves and our 
posterity.”  

January 2021: More Patriot Front 
propaganda was discovered on public 
fixtures across MSU’s campus. 

March 2021: Patriot Front hung a 
banner on a highway overpass in Lan-
sing that read: "Strong Families Strong 
Nations." The group also spray painted 
some stencils on a wall: “Life Liberty 
Victory.” 

April 2021: Both the ADL and Lan-
sing police tracked another Zoom meet-
ing interruption at Kehillat Israel by 
someone who yelled antisemitic slurs. 

May 2021: More Patriot Front pro-
paganda is discovered in East Lansing. 
The ADL cited the conflict between Is-
rael and Hamas as greatly heightening 
tensions across the globe last summer. 
The Michigan office received 13 inci-
dent reports that month, not all antise-
mitic. 

“Roughly half of those were anti-Jew-
ish or antisemitic,” Normandin said. 
“The other half was a mixture of an-
ti-Black, anti-LGBTQ, anti-Asian and 
anti-Muslim hate — by far the highest 
number of incidents reported in Michi-
gan and a deeply troubling indicator of 
larger societal fractures.” 

By the time a ceasefire was an-
nounced, 13 people had been killed in 

Bigman 
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

I-496 to close Thursday 
A two-mile stretch of the highway between Lansing Road 

and the Grand River will be closed in both directions for road 
work beginning Thursday (June 2). Traffic will be detoured to 
side streets — like Malcolm X and St. Joseph streets — through 
at least Oct. 15. State officials anticipate increased traffic along 
Saginaw Highway and other side streets too. Expect traffic jams. 

LEAP makes awards to small businesses 
Nearly two dozen small business owners from across Greater 

Lansing were selected in the Lansing Economic Area Partner-
ship’s sixth cohort of its “One and All” inclusive entrepreneur-
ship initiative, which provides two months of training, net-
working and a $2,500 seed investment to local small business 
owners from underrepresented populations. Previous program 
participants have seen their average annual incomes increase 
by about $10,000 within six months of graduation. Several 
have also gone on to open up brick-and-mortar storefronts. 

German high-tech firm coming 
Germany-based ATESTEO, a global provider of testing ser-

vices for electric vehicle drivetrains and other components, 
announced plans to open 
its North American head-
quarters on West Road in 
East Lansing. The move is 
slated to create 46 jobs and 
“boost Michigan’s efforts to 
position itself as the global 
leader in the future of mo-
bility and vehicle electri-
fication,” according to a press release. State officials lured AT-
ESTEO to Michigan (over competing sites in Ohio and South 
Carolina) with help from a $400,000 grant from the Michigan 
Strategic Fund. 

East Lansing says no to psychedelics 
The City Council voted, 3-2, to reject a proposal to de-

criminalize the cultivation, use and possession of entheo-

genic plants, including all-natural plants, cacti-like peyote 
and psychedelic “magic mushrooms.” Mayor Ron Bacon and 
members Lisa Babcock and George Brookover were the three 
buzzkills. 

Read more at lansingcitypulse.com. 

Lansing rolls out ‘Free Parking Fridays’ 

On-street metered parking is free on 
Fridays only through Sept. 2. Mayor 
Andy Schor said the new initiative is 
designed to encourage more custom-
ers to shop at local businesses. 

Stimulus cash considered in Meridian Twp. 
Nearly 160 township employees could receive up to $3,000 

each to help fight inflation, if the Meridian Township board ap-
proves a one-time “Stimulus Inflationary Payment” at its meet-
ing on Tuesday (June 7), the Lansing State Journal reported. 

Over the Ledge Theatre Co. on pause 
The Grand Ledge theater 

group’s first show of the year, 
“The Realistic Joneses,” has been 
canceled after an inspection re-
vealed structural problems at 
the Ledges Playhouse. Over the 
Ledge is working to find an al-
ternate venue, officials wrote on 
Facebook. 

2 teenagers charged in Lansing murder 
Two 17-year-old boys were charged with open murder in the 

May 6 shooting death Kalen Mathews, 19, in the 900 block 
of Bensch Street, the Journal reported. Prosecutors have not 
yet decided whether the unnamed teens should be charged as 
adults. Mathews’ murder is among nine homicides that have 
been tracked so far this year in Lansing, down from 14 this 
time last year. 

Okemos Schools OKs bond proposal 
Voters will decide in November whether to approve the 

$275 million request by the school board to rebuild Cornell, 
Chippewa and Ki-
nawa elementary 
schools. Cornell 
would be redone in 
the same spot rath-
er than relocating 
it to empty dis-
trict-owned green 
space on Powell Road near Grand River Avenue, reported 
FOX 47 News. 

First 54B judge was ‘remarkable’ 
The East Lansing City Council honored the 

life and legacy of the “remarkable” Maurice 
Schoenberger, the first judge to serve on the 
54B District Court, who died May 12 after a 
struggle with Parkinson’s disease, the Journal 
reported. 

“Eye Candy of the Week” is our look 
at some of the nicer properties in Lansing. 
It rotates with Eyesore of the Week and Eye 
for Design. If  you have a suggestion, please 
e-mail eye@lansingcitypulse.com or call Berl 
Schwartz at 999-5061.
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By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Shiawassee Street 
Mosaic Project

In the fall of 2021, walkers and 
bikers on the Lansing River Trail 
and visitors to downtown Rota-
ry Park saw a grand mosaic 600 
square feet in size take shape on the 
south wall of the Shiawassee Street 
Bridge over the Grand River. The 
project is on ice until spring, but a 
winter walk is a great way to catch 
it in its early stages. From afar, it 
looks like an archaeological dig on 
a fantastic planet were earthy stra-
ta of olive green, bright orange and 
dusky browns and greys surge up-
ward into a plume of watery blue. 

That planet happens to be our 
own. Ceramic artist Alexandra 
Leonard’s grand design evokes a 
bridge within a bridge, where the 
work of humans meets with ele-
mental forces of nature, especially 
the Grand River. It’s also a time 
capsule. Seen up close, the layer 
cake of rolling, textured strata re-
solve into hundreds of individual 
tiles and fragments with distinctive 
patterns, signatures and messag-
es. The project received a $75,000 
grant from the City of Lansing’s 
Arts Cultural Grant program, not 
just for its artistic merit, but also for 
its community input. Throughout 
2021, Leonard hosted tile-making 
workshops where over 250 com-
munity members of all ages made 
home-made tiles to contribute to 
the mosaic. The tiles range from 
whimsical to decorative to inspira-
tional; one tile clearly reads “2020 
sucks.” They are deftly tumbled into 
the mix with hundreds of scavenged 
tile shards and mirror fragments. 
Anyone interested in contributing a 
tile before the resumption of work 
in spring can visit the Shiawassee 
Street Mosaic Project page on Face-
book or Instagram.

— LAWRENCE COSENTINO
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“Eye Candy of the Week” is our look at some 
of the nicer properties in Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore 
of the Week and Eye for Design. If  you have a sugges-
tion, please e-mail eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call Berl Schwartz at 999-5061.

Top honors for Grand Ledge teacher
Wacousta Elementary teacher Cathy Fox was named this 

year’s “Music Educator of the Year” by the Michigan Music 
Education Association. Fox has mentored 15 student teach-
ers, helps with the state elementary honors choir and takes 
her students to perform at community events.

Icy roads trigger 15-car pileup
At least 15 vehicles were involved in an I-496 pileup near 

the South Pennsylvania Avenue exit on Saturday morning, 
causing the highway to close for about an hour, reports the 
Lansing State Journal. A three-car collision reportedly led 
to minor damage to at least another dozen vehicles. Cold 
temperatures and slick conditions from the recent ice storm 
played a factor in the crash.

Daniels replaces Betz on Council
By a 7-0 vote, the Lansing City Council picked Brian Dan-

iels as the appointed replacement for former First Ward City 
Councilman Brandon Betz. Daniels, 
35, is a U.S. Army veteran, a Purple 
Heart recipient and the founder and 
head trainer of Empower Lansing, 
an eastside boxing and fitness stu-
dio. He was picked over two other 
top finalists, Ben Dowd and Caitlin 
Cavanagh. Daniels said he intends 
to run in the November election to 
fill the final year of Betz’ term.

Civil rights icon visits East Lansing
Ernest Green — one of nine Black students dubbed as the 

“Little Rock Nine” who helped to desegregate Little Rock 
Central High School in 1957 — visited students at East Lan-
sing High School during a Black History Month celebration 
Friday to share his personal experiences. Green attended 
Michigan State University and worked for two presidential 
administrations.

Lansing baristas look to unionize
Employees at four Michigan Starbucks stores (including 

the one on Lake Lansing Road in Lansing) demanded that 
Starbucks CEO Kevin Johnson recognize their newly formed 
union through the Starbucks Workers United movement. In 
a letter to Johnson, the employees there cited concerns about 
poor communication, inadequate compensation and staffing 
shortages. 

Downtown Lansing begs for state cash
Several local economic development agencies, 

including the Lansing Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, have asked Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer to 
immediately approve $5 
million in funding for 
Downtown Lansing Inc. 
to compensate for the 
“devastating” economic 
blow from COVID-19. In 

a letter, officials said local business-
es are “now on life support, with no 
end in sight.” The requested shot in the arm from the state 
could help offset drastically reduced revenues, it reads.

Lansing cops
 investigate shooting

The Lansing Police Department 
is looking for tips after authorities 
said a 15-year-old boy was shot in 
front of a liquor store along the 
4400-block of South Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Boulevard on Sunday 
afternoon. The boy was hospital-
ized. Information can be reported 
to 517-483-4800.

Developer plans pot shop hotel
Construction is set to begin this spring on a 7,000-square-

foot dispensary, hotel and shopping center between Merritt 
and Park Lake 
roads in East 
Lansing, reports 
the Lansing State 
Journal. Devel-
opers bought the 
parcel for $1 mil-
lion in 2019 and 
plan to invest 
about $13 million 

to turn it into a multi-tenant shopping center with a drive-th-
ru window and a four-story Holiday Inn hotel. The pot shop, 
called “High Society,” will be the first of its brand to open in 
the Lansing region.

Ex-cop sues LCC over racism reports
Curtis Sanford, a former Lansing Community College po-

lice officer, filed a lawsuit against the college after officials 
allegedly disregarded his complaints about a colleague’s rac-
ist remarks and fired him instead, reports the Lansing State 
Journal. After reporting a fellow police officer for making of-
fensive remarks in the wake of George Floyd’s murder in Min-
neapolis, Sanford alleged that university officials decided not 
to investigate his complaint and instead turned the internal 
investigation around on him — which reportedly led to San-
ford being fired for “harassment.”

Schor looks for help rebuilding City Hall
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor rebooted plans to 

relocate, renovate or reconstruct City Hall and 
find a new home for the 54-A District Court and 
the Police Department. A new request for propos-
als seeks to contract with a developer this year to 
“relocate” City Hall from the corner of Michigan 
and Capitol avenues to a single location “consist-
ing of one facility or complex or multiple proper-
ties,” either through renovations or new construc-
tion. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Daniels

Schor
The featured Eye Candy for this 

week is the BWL Forbes Substation 
on the corner of Forbes Street and 
Verlinden Avenue. Substations like 
this one convert high voltage elec-
tricity into low voltage electricity 
for homes and businesses. You have 
probably seen the more common 
substation look: a mess of gray box-
es and wires surrounded by a chain-
link fence. Few electrical substa-
tions are this beautifully concealed.  

The canvas starts with a brick rect-
angle. Three horizontal limestone 
bars keep the building ground-
ed, and limestone details are used 
sparingly throughout the façade to 
give the brick some life. The giant 
stained-glass windows are the most 
prominent feature, their arches 
contrasting the straight lines and 
sharp corners of the building. The 
top layer of brickwork leaves spaces 
open, possibly for ventilation. This 
is a creative design choice: Instead 
of plain, square openings, the ma-
sons were able to create a pattern 
of diamond-shaped openings while 
maintaining structural integrity.  

The building is topped off by 
what appears to be a Spanish-style 
concrete tile roof with some hefty 
overhangs. This was likely not the 
cheapest roofing option, but what-
ever was paid, it was worth it. The 
roof has held up nicely, and its color 
and texture are a wonderful addi-
tion to the structure.  

The metal framework of the win-
dows has begun to rust, and the 
colorful stained glass has dulled, 
yet thanks to good construction and 
thoughtful design, the building’s 
character has only improved over 
time.  

 —  JAMES KNARIAN

Courtesy 

Local green thumbs who have dubbed themselves “The 
Guerrilla Gardeners” are invading the city this summer with 
one simple goal: To beautify Lansing, one plant at a time. 
Search “Lansing Area Guerrilla Gardeners” on Facebook for 
more information on how to get involved with the group. 
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 It’s not often a community leader comes along who combines extraordinary 
vision with relentless action, who persists in her chosen endeavor for decades 
and who, in the end, transforms the very fabric of the place that was the focus of 
her attention. We’re talking, of course, about Joan Nelson, the subject of our cov-
er story today. Nelson is the pioneering powerhouse of community engagement 
and neighborhood development who has led the Allen Neighborhood Center as 
its executive director for the past 23 years. 

A trailblazer whose diligent work improved the lives of generations of east-
siders, Nelson is ending her longstanding stewardship of the ANC. It’s been an 
amazing ride. Her achievements speak for them-
selves: A community transformed and connected, 
the lives of myriad families lifted up in countless 
ways. 

Deeply grounded in community, connectivity 
and social justice, Nelson was the conductor of an 
orchestra of programs and services that aimed to 
build a healthier, more resilient and more sustain-
able community. An innovator and a doer with a 
knack for translating vision into actionable, im-
pactful work, Nelson has been, among many other 
endeavors, the driving force behind a wildly suc-
cessful, systematic campaign to create a healthy, 
local food ecosystem on the east side. 

She built the Hunter Park GardenHouse to pro-
vide a focal point for community-based agricul-
ture with year-round growing capabilities. From 
its humble beginnings in 2004, the award-win-
ning Allen Farmers Market hums with life every 
Wednesday of the season, offering an astonishing 
cornucopia of local produce, farm fresh eggs, pre-
pared ethnic delights, and vastly more. Natural-
ly, it was the first farmers market in Michigan to 
accept EBT/SNAP because, well, that’s how Joan Nelson rolls. The market also 
plays a key role in the community’s connectivity, bringing neighbors together to 
interact and build relationships that strengthen the so-
cial fabric that ties it all together. 

Nelson envisioned and then built a full-blown en-
trepreneurial incubator for food product startups, now 
called the Allen Marketplace, with its Maker Kitchen and 
Prep and Pack Kitchen providing the tools for food en-
trepreneurs to launch and grow their enterprises — and 
to succeed with the help of wraparound training in fi-
nancial management, business development and food safety. The ANC’s Veggie 
Box, a multi-farm, community supported agriculture (CSA) program, connects 
eastsiders with local, healthy, sustainably-raised produce, 14 weeks a year from 
June to September. 

These are just the headliners. Dig deeper into the vast array of programs and 
services offered by ANC and you begin to understand the completeness of Nel-
son’s vision and her relentless devotion to pulling every possible lever to over-
come barriers in food security, access to quality affordable housing, public health, 
community safety and the special concerns of senior citizens. Amid oceans of 
well-deserved accolades, Nelson’s genuine humility prompts her to remind us 
she didn’t do it alone. Of course that’s true, but every successful team effort has 

a leader who holds the vision, sets the agenda and guides the execution. Nelson 
was all of that and more — and we all noticed.   

Her capstone achievement, her parting gift to the east side as it were, is the 
remarkable transformation of the ANC headquarters itself. The organization’s 
formerly ramshackle facility on East Kalamazoo Street is now a shining model 
of smart urban redevelopment that will serve surrounding neighborhoods for 
generations to come. The new development integrates Allen Place Apartments, 
the Allen Community Health Clinic, Rathbun Accelerator Kitchen and the new 
home of the East Lansing Food Co-op. 

Along the way, Nelson mentored and inspired 
generations of young people, from Americorps 
Vista staffers to legions of community volunteers, 
encouraging them all to change the world one do-
able thing at a time. 

We would be remiss not to mention her en-
couragement over the years to this publication, 
which she warmly welcomed when it moved onto 
Michigan Avenue in 2004 and for which she al-
ways managed to find time when her advice was 
sought. We doubt it was special treatment, for one 
of Nelson’s leadership gifts is she makes you feel 
special. 

Her influence has resonated far beyond the east 
side. Nelson has been a role model and mentor to 
neighborhood leaders across the city, both by her 
example of decency and her habit of generously 
sharing her knowledge with anyone who asked for 
it. She’s been a key adviser to mayors, City Coun-
cil members and state lawmakers who sought her 
keen insights into the challenges of community 
development and the opportunities to make stra-
tegic decisions that improve the quality of life in 

neighborhoods across the city. 
Nelson recently noted on Facebook that she’s not, in fact, riding off into the 

sunset. Her retirement from ANC merely closes one chap-
ter and begins another, marking a transition to whatever 
she chooses to do next. We have at least one idea. The city 
surely could use someone of her caliber, character and 
commitment on the City Council. She’s been asked before 
and declined. She is a resident of the east side, which is 
particularly in need of strong representation reflective of 
its progressive views. We enciurage her to reconsider. 

Her transcendent work also makes us think that a permanent reminder of her 
legacy should be established for future generations. Toward that end, we ask city 
leaders to consider renaming Hunter Park in Nelson’s honor. We can’t confirm 
how the property came to be named Hunter Park all those years ago, but we’re 
pretty sure it’s not the surname of the family that donated the land to the city. If 
the origins of the naming are as obscure as we think, then rededicating the park 
to honor Nelson likely won’t offend anyone. 

Whatever path she follows from here, we know Joan Nelson will continue to 
make the world a better place. It’s an inescapable part of her DNA. We’re thankful 
that she chose to make Lansing the focus of a lifetime of service and deeply grateful 
for her faithful commitment to the city and especially to the people of the east side. 

A transformative leader 

Have something to say about a local issue or an item that appeared in our pages? Now you have two ways to sound off:
 1.) Write a letter to the editor.
 • E-mail: letters@ lansingcitypulse.com  • Snail mail: City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912  • Fax: (517) 371-5800  • At lansingcitypulse.com

 2.) Write a guest column. Contact Berl Schwartz for more information: publisher@lansingcitypulse.com or (517) 999-5061. (Please include your name, address    
 and telephone number so we can reach you. Keep letters to 250 words or fewer. City Pulse reserves the right to edit letters and columns.)
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Lansing Board of Water & Light 
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his 
hands, even though he refuses to look 
down and acknowledge that he’s still 
holding them.

State environmental records 
released in January revealed that 
Peffley has known for nearly two 
years about dangerous chemical 
contamination leaking from the large 
toxic coal ash ponds that surround 
the Erickson Power Station in Delta 
Township — which for decades may 
have also poisoned nearby drinking 
water supplies feeding private wells 
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS 
and molybdenum have been leaching 
from the three ponds since 2020 and 
still neither BWL nor state regulators 
knows how long the problem has 
existed — though the plant, which is 
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has 
operated the ponds since 1974. 

When City Pulse broke that news, 
Peffley and his PR team quickly 
jumped into action — except the 
damage control wasn’t centered on 
assessing environmental and public 
health risks. Instead, it was about 
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type 
of leadership we need at a publicly 
owned utility company. 

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked 
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding 
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright 
denying that drinking water could 
be contaminated despite experts 
who have suggested otherwise. The 
experts similarly poured cold water 
on BWL’s latest contention that the 
pollution is occurring naturally 

Groundwater feeds drinking water 
supplies. At best, it was unclear then 
whether contaminated groundwater 
was reaching drinking water drawn 
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test 
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy 

building a media firewall around 
Peffley and other top executives 
to answer our questions. She has 
learned well from longtime Lansing 
public relations practitioner Steve 
Serkaian, executive director of public 
affairs at BWL and a holdover from 
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley 
responded only in a polished op-ed 
in which he repeatedly questioned 
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water 
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies 
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety 
standards.

While tech-
nically true, 
his statements 
completely 
ignored the 
potential for contamination at dozens 
of private wells that provide drinking 
water for hundreds of people near 
Erickson. His statements also didn’t 
offer much acknowledgement that 
a problem even existed, much less 
explain why BWL officials seemed 
to have alerted nobody of the public 
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems, 
the PR campaign continued with the 
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the 
area. It was a sweetheart move for a 
utility company caught in the midst 
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually 
been ordered by state regulators to 
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results 
spelled out some really bad news: 

BWL only tested six wells. And all of 
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick. 
Michigan doesn’t set health limits 

on boron in drinking water, though 
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are 

in place. EPA 
also has an 
unenforceable 
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L 
for adults and 
3 mg/L for 

children. BWL’s well tests detected 
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and 
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is 
harmful to plant life at lower levels. 
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken 
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been 
drinking from those taps. His ballsy 
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL 

claimed to be in compliance with 
federal coal ash rules, but experts said 
those rules were violated back in 2017 
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made 
claims about the investigation 
process that directly contradict 
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only 
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman 
David Price — someone who should 
definitely be in the know — wasn’t 
informed of the contamination 
problems before January. He was 
told the ponds weren’t contaminating 
groundwater, which was also directly 
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s 
statements, Adamy has still insisted 
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be 
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the 
issue at the Erickson Power Station as 
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least 
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL 
still doesn’t have a handle on the 
pollution plume’s size or location, 
how many drinking water wells are 
contaminated in the nearby vicinity 
or how long its neighbors have been 
sipping on and showering in boron 
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been 
forthcoming about this public health 
calamity — denying our reporters 
an opportunity to conduct basic 
interviews and then failing to answer 
several emailed questions. The latest 
PR tactic seems to be centered on 
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether 
and hoping the problem — or at least 
public awareness of the problem — 
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next 
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor: 
But if Peffley and the rest of his team 
don’t start prioritizing public safety 
over their public image, then perhaps 
it’s time for him to seriously consider 
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem

 Illustration by Vince Joy
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A day after an 18-year-old fatally 
shot 19 students and two teachers and 
wounded 17 others at an Uvalde, Texas, 
school, Michigan Senate Democrats 

wanted to talk about it. 
In the 

Michigan 
Senate, it’s customary to 
go through an agenda 
item called “state-
ments.” It’s where any 
member can talk about 
whatever is on their 
mind for five minutes. 

Last Wednesday (May 
25), Sen. Rosemary Bayer, D-Beverly 
Hills, was planning to use her five min-
utes to talk about the need for a “safe 
storage” bill package, which makes 
leaving a gun reachable by a minor who 
then injures or kills another a five-year, 
$5,000 felony. 

Other members were planning to 
take the floor, as well. 

That moment didn’t come. Senate 
Republicans skipped the “statements” 
item on the agenda and swiftly ad-
journed before any of the Democrats 
had a chance to talk.  

The next day, the same thing hap-
pened. Session was coming to a close, 
the Republican floor leader didn’t move 
to the order of statements. Session 
ended and the Democrats were left not 
being able to say their piece. 

This week, Senate session was es-
sentially canceled since so many of the 
senators were up on Mackinac Island. 
It’s the Detroit Regional Chamber con-
ference after all. Another opportunity 
to address gun control is gone. 

“The last time I checked, this was still 
a representative democracy,” said Sen. 
Stephanie Chang, D-Detroit. “My col-
leagues and I were elected by the same 
number of people to serve our residents 
and to speak up about the issues that 
they care about. We had four members 
who were ready to give statements and 
apparently the majority party does not 
want to hear what we have to say.” 

Clearly, the Democratic members 
aren’t banned from talking outside of 
an allotted five minutes on the Senate 
floor. They can talk with news reporters 
independently. They can go on social 
media. They can hold their own forum. 
They do all of that already. 

It’s not about getting their voices 
heard. It’s about Democrats delivering 
their statements directly to the majori-
ty party, broadcast over Senate TV and 
recorded in the journal for prosperity. 

POLITICS

Opinion

Love
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REO Town Lansing
© James Lenon

PLAY, EXPLORE 
AND SUPPORT LOCAL

REO Town Lansing

GREATER LANSING CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

 Lansing.org | @GreaterLansingCVB
@GreaterLansing | #LoveLansing

New 
Showroom 

in Frandor!

Our technicians are all licensed 
and factory trained.

Call or stop in today!

440 Frandor Ave., Lansing 
517.393.1102
lanesrepair.com

A Better Local 
way to shop appliances.
Financing available for Everyone  

Another Republican nothing burger 
after Uvalde, Texas, mass shooting 

Senate Majority Floor Leader Dan 
Lauwers, R-Brockway Township, indi-
cated that “statements” were skipped 
last Wednesday after Chang attempted 
a procedural maneuver to discharge the 
“safe storage” bills onto the Senate floor 
from committee. 

On Thursday, the reasoning was 
that the five-minute open comment 
period was being “misused” to spout off 
commentary that wasn’t constructive. 
He said claims the Republicans were 
wrapping up session early to avoid con-
versations on the Texas school shooting 
are “inaccurate.” 

The perception here is clear. 
Republicans do not want to revisit 
the gun control argument. They are 
smart enough to know that they’re not 
swaying anybody by repeating their 
positions. Talking about guns after 
these shootings is a political loser for 
Republicans. 

How do you combat the visual of 
grief-stricken parents? How many 
times can you say “guns aren’t the 
problem” when these mass school 
murders aren’t happening with bombs 
or knives? 

Re-plowing the same political ar-
guments is like running in place. The 
Republicans’ base likes their Second 
Amendment. They like their guns 
because they, in part, make them feel 
safer.  

The rapidly disappearing political 
moderate doesn’t want to hear this. 
They’re busy visualizing the horror of 
their own child in a classroom under 
siege. 

The more that mild gun control 
is talked about after a shooting like 
Uvalde, the more it makes sense to 
independents. If someone you know 
is acting erratically and he’s in posses-
sion of a new firearm (all of these mass 
shooters are male), shouldn’t you alert 
authorities? 

If an 18-year-old is buying an AR-15 
style rifle with 375 rounds of ammu-
nition like the Uvalde gunman used, 
wouldn’t some questions from a store 
clerk be in order? 

Until uncompromisingly pro-gun 
Republicans start losing general or 
primary elections, gun laws in Michi-
gan aren’t changing. In the meantime, 
gun control will remain the issue Re-
publicans will avoid talking (or doing 
anything) about it. 

(Email Kyle Melinn of the 
Capitol news service MIRS at                                                            
melinnky@gmail.com.) 
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Illiteracy and a surge in bookstores Illiteracy and a surge in bookstores 
are a conundrum in our community are a conundrum in our community 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING PLANNING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing City 
Council on Tuesday, June 21, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the East Lansing Hannah Community 
Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823.

Request from Coratti Real Estate, LLC for Special Use Permit and Site Plan 
approval to renovate the building at 321 E. Grand River Avenue to open a 
restaurant licensed for the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption.  
The .103-acre parcel is zoned B-3 (City Center Commercial District).

The public may attend and participate at all meetings in person. Additionally, members of the 
public may participate electronically in all meetings.  Please contact the City Clerk or visit the 
City’s public meeting portal for electronic access information:

Jennifer Shuster – City Clerk
410 Abbot Road

East Lansing, MI 48823
jshuster@cityofeastlansing.com

https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ 

Materials related to the request are available for viewing at the Department of Planning, 
Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823 
between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s website located at 
www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications.  Written comments may be sent prior to the 
public hearing to City Council, City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan, 
48823, or by email to council@cityofeastlansing.com

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must 
contact the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6920 
(TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com.

This notice is posted in compliance with P.A. 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

Dated: May 25, 2022  Jennifer Shuster 
East Lansing, MI  48823  City Clerk                                               CP#22-125

CITY OF EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE 1514

AN AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE SECTION 44-372
OF THE CITY CODE REGARDING PARKING BUREAU SCHEDULE OF FINES

THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS:

Sec. 44-372. Schedule of penalties. (9.7)
PARKING VIOLATIONS BUREAU  

SCHEDULE OF FINES 

Uniform Traffic  
Code Section 

City  
Code  

Section 
Offense 

Fine If  
Paid  

Within  
14 Days 

8.21 44-545 Meter violation $ 20.00 30.00* 
8.10(1)(r) No parking 8:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. 35.00 
8.10(1)(r) No parking zone 35.00 

8.13 Alley parking 45.00 
8.1 Over one foot from curb 35.00 

8.10(1)(a) Parking on sidewalk 45.00 
8.10(a)(f) Within 20 feet of crosswalk 35.00 

8.1 Wrong way to curb 35.00 
8.25 44-298 Parking 2:00 a.m.—6:00 a.m. 35.00 

8.3, 8.22 44-543 Improper parking 35.00 
8.30 44-303 Yard parking 35.00 
5.58 Keys in ignition 35.00 

8.10(1)(r) No permit (reserved or city lot) 35.00 
44-544 Gated lot—failure to pay 40.00 

8.16, 8.17 Loading zone 35.00 
8.10(1)(d) Within 15 feet of fire hydrant 55.00 
8.10(1)(r) Fire or sanitary lane 55.00 

8.5, 8.10(1)(k) Obstructing traffic 55.00 
8.10(1)(l) Double parking 55.00 
8.10(1)(s) Parking in handicapper space 115.00 

8.27 44-300 Private property 45.00 
8.10(1)(r), 8.24 1-hour zone 35.00 
8.10(1)(r), 8.24 2-hour zone 35.00 

8.10(1)(f) Too close to intersection 45.00 
8.10(b) Blocking driveway 45.00 

8.10(1)(r) Disobeying signs controlling parking 35.00 
44-339 Residential parking permit 35.00 

8.20 Parking in bus or taxi cab stand 40.00 

8.4, 8.6, 8.7, 8.9, 
8.10(1)(c, e, g, h, 
i, j, m, n, o, p, q), 
8.12, 8.14, 8.15, 

8.18, 8.20 

All other parking violations 35.00 

*  Meter violation fines are reduced by $10.00 if paid by the end of the next business day after receiving the violation. 

Jennifer Shuster
City Clerk                                                                                                         CP#22-126

STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT INGHAM COUNTY. NOTICE TO CREDITORS, Decedent's 
Estate. Case No. 22-560-DE. Estate of Roger Lee Dreysse. Date of birth: 12-2-1945. TO ALL CREDITORS: 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, Roger Lee Dreysse, died 2-8-22. Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all claims against the estate will be forever barred unless presented to Anna Ruth Dreysse, 
personal representative, or to both the probate court at 313 W. Kalamazoo, Lansing, MI 48933, and the 
personal representative within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice. 5-9-2022. Kathryn M. 
Russell P59395, PO Box 241, Hastings, MI 49058. 269-945-4243. Anna Ruth Dreysse, 4360 Holt Rd. #7, 
Holt, MI 48842.                         CP#22-127

needs a Delivery Driver. 
Wednesdays only. 

For details, call Suzi 
at (517) 999-6704 or

 suzi@lansingcitypulse.com
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You are invited to a celebration and ceremony 
for Okemos Music Academy!
At Okemos Music Academy we’ve been doing our thing, teaching the songs you love, since 
2000. We were planning a big 20 year celebration but that didn’t work out, so we moved to a 
big, beautiful building instead and now we’re celebrating 22 years in 2022! 

Wait….where’s this party going down?
At Okemos Music Academy 2220 University Park Dr. Okemos, MI 48864
Just o�  of Okemos Rd between I96 and Jolly near Dunkin’ Donuts
www.lansingmusiclessons.com

Noon-2pm Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony
• Live music
• Refreshments by our friendly neighbor 

Dunkin’ Donuts
• Tours of the Academy «The Music Palace 

of Okemos»
• 1pm Ribbon Cutting by the Lansing 

Regional Chamber of Commerce and the 
Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP)

 4-7pm Family Friendly and Fun 
Open House
• American Idol contestant Jacob Moran
• Refreshments by our friendly neighbor Culver’s
• Face painting and balloon animals by Miracle
• Tours of the Academy «The Music Palace of 

Okemos»
• Live music lesson demonstrations

CHECK THIS OUT; ENTER OUR AMAZING DRAWING FOR A CHANCE TO 
WIN ONE OF 4 GREAT PRIZES! 

1st prize: ONE YEAR OF FREE MUSIC LESSONS!! (what? yes it’s true)
2nd prize: Electric guitar and amp!
3rd prize: Karaoke machine!
4th prize: Electric keyboard

The festivities that we have planned for our big celebration of our new 
building on Friday June 10th include:

Also, our friendly and helpful sta  will be on 
hand to sign everyone up for something fun 
to do this summer.......MUSIC LESSONS!
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Order your books and limited-edition prints
By artist and author,

Julian Van Dyke

Our Juneteenth book on sale for $10 
now through the month of June! vandykeart.com
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See Lift, Page 14

Lansing Community College is an equal opportunity educational institution/employer.

Transfer credits from LCC towards your bachelor’s degree.
Starting at LCC will save you thousands for your future.

BY LAWRENCE COSENTINO 
For the past 23 years, Allen Neighbor-

hood Center executive director Joan Nelson 
has bent every ear in reach about the latest 
great thing on Lansing’s east side. She always 
closed with a teaser: “Now we’re working on 
something really great, but I can’t tell you 
yet.” 

It was never hype. In a few months, or a 
couple of years, everyone would find out. 

A trashy, neglected park would come back 
to life. A tiny farmers market would grow 
into a weekly community event and a mod-
el for dozens of farmers markets across the 
state. Homes lost to flooding would morph 
into urban farms. 

Last month, readers across the nation 
found out about the east side’s latest “re-
ally great” thing on the front page of The 
New York Times. Allen Place, a city block 
of do-gooding synergy, with a community 
health clinic and 20 mixed-rate apartments 
that are already full, powered by a solar ar-
ray and festooned with a big, bold mural by 
artist Brian Whitfield, is now a reality on 
humble Kalamazoo Street, the un-glamor-
ous shadow corridor a few blocks south of 
Michigan Avenue. 

With the capstone of over 20 years of work 
settling into place, Nelson, 73, stepping 
down as ANC director this summer. Her 

LIFT, LIFT, LIFT 
Allen Neighborhood Center director steps down after 23 years 

departure is not just a chance to recite her 
many achievements. 

Community leaders blaze into view and 
burn out left and right. Nelson’s quiet effec-
tiveness and staying power demand that we 
open the book of her life and draw a bone-
deep lesson with more relevance than ever. 

Another longtime Lansing stalwart, Eric 
Schertzing, served 
as Ingham County 
treasurer and chaired 
its pioneering land 
bank for 21 years 
until he left the post 
this year. He and Nel-
son toiled in many of 
the same communi-
ty-scaled vineyards, 
but Schertzing is un-
equivocal in his “wor-
ship” of Nelson. 

“Joan is my supe-
rior in this work,” 
Schertzing declared. 
“She labored as hard 
or harder than I did, 
for longer, and her 
compensation was 
less. I’m not sure I 
would do half of what 

Joan has done for twice the           money.”         
Nelson began her life of activism and ad-

vocacy in the early 1970s, amid war, poverty, 
racial division and environmental disaster, 
speaking out against the Vietnam War and 
training women in self-defense. 

People marvel at her indestructible opti-
mism, but she knows full well that all four 

horsemen of the apocalypse 
are circling again, with pow-
erful new allies. 

She also knows from trag-
ic personal experience that 
the human condition can be 
unspeakably bleak. 

And yet, if you are biking 
along Kalamazoo Street, 
chances are she’ll be there, 
picking up trash in the right 
of way, chatting up a passer-
by, taking a break from por-
ing over the grant proposals, 
spreadsheets and communi-
ty surveys that lead to “the 
next great thing.” 

Nelson has a black belt 
in karate. She knows how 
to leverage trouble and lift, 
lift, lift. 

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse 

Joan Nelson huddled with East Lansing Food Co-op President Stephen Gasteyer at Wednesday’s Allen Farmers Mar-
ket to plan ELFCO’s imminent move into Allen Place this summer. 

Courtesy photo 

Nelson, seen here on her way to a mar-
tial arts conference in the early 1970s, 
worked with anti-Vietnam War and fem-
inist groups as a student at MSU. 



14 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • June1, 202214 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • June 1, 2022

Lift
from page 13

Tough duty 
In May 1974, Joan Nelson’s younger 

brother, David, suffered massive head 
injuries after being hit by a car while 
riding a bicycle near the family home in 
Michigan’s Bay County. 

Part of his brain was removed, leaving 
him unable to move or speak. 

There wasn’t much hope for recovery, 
but after David spent seven months in 
the hospital, the family couldn’t bear to 
leave him in a nursing home. 

The family decided to try a grueling, 
long-shot rehabilitation technique that 
required teams of five volunteers to 
move David’s limbs and “pattern” var-
ious movements, three times a day, for 
three hours at a time, six days a week. 

Insurance didn’t cover the regimen, 
but other people stepped up in ways 
that influenced Joan Nelson’s concept of 
community for the rest of her life. 

Both of her parents were pillars of lit-
tle Bangor Township, about a mile from 
Bay City State Park. Nelson’s father, 

Otis, helped develop the township’s rec-
reation program from one small ball 
field to more than 20 in about 10 years. 

Young Joan was already community 
minded, having spent many summer 
afternoons helping her mother, Eva, sell 
potato chips and pop at every ballgame. 

“My mom was president of the PTA, 
a den mother for my brother’s scout 
troop,” she said. 

She admired her parents, but by the 
mid-’70s, her anti-Vietnam War and 
feminist activism as a student at MSU 
put some distance between them. 

“I had become somewhat estranged 
from my folks during all those years of 
political activism, because they felt very 
different from me,” she said. 

But now it was time to circle the wag-
ons. 

To Nelson’s astonishment, some 100 
volunteers from the surrounding com-
munity stuck with David’s “patterning” 
regime, day after day, for three years. 

“I have a lot of great volunteers at the 
Allen Neighborhood Center, but I’m 
pleased when someone stays for a year, 
or a semester,” she said. 

Her mother stayed upbeat and kept 
the therapy going, scheduling the 
teams, baking fresh cookies and rolls for 
the volunteers. 

“There were high school teams, teams 
from the church,” Nelson said. “There 
were steelworkers in the Wednesday 
night crew.” 

The camaraderie led to unexpected 
blessings. 

“People met one another by being 
part of the same patterning team and 
got married,” Nelson said. One couple 
had a child, and made David the honor-
ary godfather. 

Every year, Nelson’s parents threw a 
big “patterner’s picnic” and barbecue. 

But David’s progress was slow and 
painful. 

“He learned to crawl, and to turn over, 
and he spoke a few times — to curse,” 
Nelson said. “But the damage was so se-
rious.” 

David died three years after the acci-
dent. 

“There was never much hope, but 
for three years, they kept coming every 
week,” Nelson said. “That was tough 
duty. I learned about people’s capacity 
to care, and to keep giving, even when 
the prospects were pretty bleak.” 

‘Let this song be a warning’ 
Nelson arrived at MSU at 18, in fall 

1967, at the height of the Vietnam War. 
By the following spring, she was orga-
nizing antiwar events on- and off-cam-
pus. She found herself mingling with 
hardhats from Lansing’s Motor Wheel 

factory at Joe’s Bar, a 
Quonset hut where 
workers grabbed a 
quick lunch. 

By then, she was 
part of a group 
called the Mother 
Jones Anti-War Me-
morial Collective. 

More than once, 
someone put a 
quarter in the 
jukebox and Mer-
le Haggard’s voice 
crooned, “If you 
don’t love it, leave 
it. Let this song be a 
warning.” 

“I’d talk to them 
about the fall of 
Dien Bien Phu and 
they could care less,” 
Nelson said. “They 
teased me, called 
me ‘The Politician.’ 
That time formed 
me permanently.” 

Soon after, she 

joined a group of women from various 
antiwar groups to form a women’s liber-
ation “rap group,” not in a musical sense, 
but in its 1970s sense of blunt talk. In-
spired and provoked by the group’s dis-
cussions, she trained as a rape counselor 
with The Listening Ear, but she quickly 
ran into her own limitations. 

“I had no more idea about how to pre-
vent an assault than the women I was 
counseling,” she said. “I felt really vul-
nerable for a moment.” 

The key phrase: “for a moment.” Nel-
son joined the MSU Karate Club and 
spent the next 25 years training and 
teaching in the martial arts. 

 In 1974, she felt the itch to “get out 
of Dodge.” 

She packed everything she owned 
into her 1968 Delta 88 Oldsmobile and 
drove to the Florida Keys, where she did 
a brief stint on a 26-foot commercial 
fishing boat known as the “Blue Bath-
tub.” 

A self-educated retired Navy lifer 
named Bob Eddington took her on as 
first mate. 

“He loved to fish. He went out, no 
matter the weather,” Nelson recalled. 

Often, after a day of fishing, Edding-
ton would duck below decks, swap his 
dirty hat for a clean one and solemnly 
return to the bow with a container of 
human ashes. 

“He was the go-to guy for people who 
Courtesy photo 

In the 1970s, Joan Nelson earned a black belt in karate and pivoted from counseling rape victims to 
teaching self-defense for women. 

Courtesy photo 

Nelson did a brief stint as first mate on a Key Largo fishing boat in 1968. 

Courtesy photo 

In the 1980s, Nelson’s Feminist Self-Defense and Karate Association broadened into 
Movement Arts, a school for martial arts and dance in Lansing’s oldest firehouse 
on Prospect and Bingham streets in Lansing. 

Courtesy photo 

Nelson in karate uniform, from the 
1970s. 

See Lift, Page 15
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wanted their Aunt Tillie’s ashes scat-
tered at sea,” Nelson said. “He took it 
quite seriously.” 

As Captain Bob scattered the ashes, 
he would say “Vaya con dios” (“Go with 
God”) or, alternatively, “Que sera sera.” 

The art of movement 
After her brother died, Nelson earned 

a master’s degree in exercise physiology.  
In 1984, she opened Movement Arts at 
Firehouse No. 4, the oldest firehouse 
still standing in Lansing, at the corner 
of Bingham and Prospect streets. 

There, Nelson taught martial arts and 
formed a club of about 50 people. There 
were groups doing tai chi, African and 
Chinese dance, Pilobolus workshops 
and meditation classes. 

“I loved every piece of it,’ she said. 
“I’ve always loved movement. I still 
know my tap routines from when I was 
5 years old.” 

But Movement Arts was a labor of 
love that took over 70 hours of work to 
keep afloat.

She created a consulting firm, Safe-
sense, and began teaching workplace 
violence prevention, mostly for people 
whose jobs put them at some risk — 
field agents for the state Natural Re-
sources Department, protective service 
workers, prison nurses.

She kept the firm going until 1997, 
working out of her home, spending time 
with her son, Peter.

Nelson said she has had “three long 
term partnerships/relationships” in her 
life.

“One of them involved marriage to 
the father of my son, Peter,” she said. 
She is not married now.

While Safesense involved traveling 
across the state tow work with clients 
for about half the week, it let her spend 
time with Peter, a creative soul who is 
now an accomplished jazz musician.

“He could come up and show me cos-
tumes he had designed, pictures he had 
painted,” Nelson recalled.

By 1997, she was burning out on an-
ti-violence work and ready to expand 
her purview.

Her thoughts drifted back to 1971, 
when, fresh out of college, she worked as 
a community organizer in the federally 
funded Model Cities program. Model 
Cities ended in 1974, and the results are 
debated to this day, but Nelson learned 
a lot from its neighborhood approach. 
Instead of imposing top-down mea-
sures like bulldozing “blighted” neigh-
borhoods and putting up massive hous-
ing projects, a policy board packed with 
neighborhood representatives oversaw 
the distribution of Model Cities money. 

“The first conversations about public 
transportation that led to CATA, solid 
waste pickup, community health initia-
tives and many other things came out of 
Model Cities,” Nelson said. 

Said Schertzing: “The Joan Nelson 
who was able to accomplish so much 
these past 20 years, the Joan Nelson we 
know and love, goes back to Model Cit-
ies. That’s the culmination of 50 years of 
training and learning and doing. These 
things are complex and they are difficult 
to do well.” 

Nelson’s interests were already ex-
panding from self-defense to the link 
between movement and health and 

beyond. Her interest was caught by a 
new program at Sparrow Hospital, the 
Healthy Communities Initiative. The 
program aligned with the World Health 
Organization’s expanding definition of 
“health,” taking in housing, income, ed-
ucation and other factors.

“I loved that broad definition of com-
munity health,” she said.

Ten hours a week ballooned into a 
full-time job.

She knew they were onto something 
when a “community health summit” 
in March 2000 drew 300 people to 
Eastern High School.  Teams of “health 
navigators” and “housing ambassadors” 
were assembled to help residents nav-
igate health and housing issues on the 
east side — “neighborhood center with-
out walls,” Nelson called it. 

The March 200 summit produced a 
manifesto of sorts, “Growing in Com-
munity: A Plan for Lansing’s East Side,” 
aka “the Heinz Plan,” because it listed 
57 strategies. The plan became the blue-
print for the Allen Neighborhood Cen-
ter.

Bruce Bragg, longtime director of the 
Ingham County Health Department, 
got funding for a brick-and-mortar 
headquarters enabled the eastside com-

Lift
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Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse 

At Wednesday’s Allen Farmers Market, Joan Nelson caught up with Jane Bush (left), 
one of the original four farmers — all women — who piloted the Allen Street Farmers 
Market in 2004, before it went on to become a community event, a local lifeline to 
healthy food and a national model for community markets. 

munity summits to evolve into the Allen 
Neighborhood Center, Nelson’s base of 
operations for over 20 years.

One thing builds on another 
The original “gang” of four members 

of the Allen Neighborhood Center’s 
Board of Directors were Nelson, Rick 
Kibbey, former military nurse Diane 
Harte and local florist and longtime lo-
cal organizer Ruth Leyrer.

Nelson had known Kibbey since her 
days at MSU, when she first saw him 
leaving the Administration Building af-
ter an antiwar protest. Kibbey went on 
to chair the Lansing Parks board.

It didn’t take long for the board to ap-
preciate Nelson’s potential as a commu-
nity leader.

“I was kicked off the board and asked 
to apply for the position of director,” 
Nelson said.

She lost no time and set immediately 
to taking the pulse of the neighborhood. 

When Nelson and her staff fanned 
out into the neighborhood, they found 
that 29 percent of households ran out 
of food money before the end of the 
month. Immediately, Nelson focused 
the center’s attention on food, which is 
still the nucleus of its proliferating pro-

grams. The first step was setting up a 
food pantry that still distributes about 
1,000 pounds of baked goods and pro-
duce a week. 

But Nelson is always looking for ways 
to build capacity, not just do triage. She 
envisioned a neighborhood farmers 
market, with the goal of bringing fresh, 
locally grown, nutrient-dense food to 
the east side. 

“More than any other program we 
did, we knew it had to be a happening, 
a part of developing the identity of the 
east side,” Nelson said. 

When market started in 2004, there 
were only two others, the downtown 
Lansing City Market and the Meridian 
Farmers Market, both of them munic-
ipally owned. A 10-week pilot program 
with four farmers, all women, was such 
a success that the program went to a full 
May-to-September schedule the follow-
ing year. 

The last thing Nelson wanted to do 
was to drop a boutique market into the 
struggling east side, where well-off vis-
itors picked up baby arugula while sip-
ping lattes. 

“We knew all the foodies would love 
a farmers market,” Nelson said. “Who 
wouldn’t? But we wanted to make sure 
the market was for everybody in the 
neighborhood.” In the days before wi-fi, 
Nelson and her staff strung wires over 
the building to set up an EBT machine 
in the parking lot. Now over 26 markets 
in mid-Michigan, and 70 across the 
state, take food stamps. 

“Our little market does about 
$300,000 of business a year,” Nelson 
said. ‘That’s the power of a neighbor-
hood farmers market.” 

It was also clear to Nelson that real 
food security would mean growing food 
in the neighborhood. 

Working with local residents and offi-
cials like Schertzing and Ingham Coun-
ty Drain Commissioner Pat Lindemann, 
Nelson encouraged the conversion of 
acres of land into urban farms on the 
flood-prone east side. 

“Urbandale is in the floodplain,” Lin-
demann said. “Rather than lose that 
neighborhood to a flooding condition, 
Joan attempts to save it, and I think 
that’s wonderful. She’s an advocate after 
my own heart.” 

Jacquelynne Borden-Conyers, an 
eastside resident, worked with Nel-
son over a decade ago as spokeswom-
an for the Kellogg Foundation, one of 
the Allen’s Neighborhood Association’s 
funders. 

“From the start, I thought she was 
authentic and had brilliant ideas,” Bor-
den-Conyers said. “What I love is that 
her vision for community is all-encom-
passing. When she came to Kellogg, 
it was about food, but one thing just 
builds on another thing, and another.” 

‘This will be great’ 
In the mid-2000s, Nelson worked 

with then city parks director Murdock 
Jemerson to develop a plan for spa-
cious, rolling, 13-acre Hunter Park, at 
the heart of Lansing’s east side. About 
50 people attended the first public 
meeting. Their demands were daunt-
ing. They wanted the pool fixed and the 
penitentiary-like perimeter fence torn 
down. They wanted lights, a walking 
path, a bike repair station. One woman 
suggested a greenhouse. 

A few incredulous heads turned at 

Lawrence Cosentino/Lansing City Pulse 

Nelson is already fending off post-retirement offers while wrapping up work at 
Allen Neighborhood Center: “I just need a couple of months before I figure out 
what comes next.” 

See Lift, Page 16
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Farmstand & Gardenhouse
Locally grown fruits, vegetables & 

flowers
Open Seasonally:

Monday to Friday, 10 a.m.- 6p.m.
May through October

Online ordering and Curbside pickup now 
available through our Facebook page and website

5408 W. Grand River Rd. Lansing, MI
www.peckhamfarms.org

Find us on Facebook at
Peckham Farms!

that last request, but within three years, 
every point brought up at the meeting 
was checked off, thanks to a grant from 
the DNR and funding from multiple 
sources. 

The greenhouse is home, not just to 
tubers and greens, but also to gardening 
classes, tai chi and various other events. 
“The greenhouse has made all the dif-
ference,” eastside resident Dedria Hum-
phries Barker said. “There are people 
there, using the park. Now Hunter Park 
is such an asset to the east side.” 

Humphries Barker described Nelson 
as “authentic.” 

“She’s able to do so much because she 
lives in the neighborhood,” Humphries 
Barker said. It’s so key that people are 
a part of the community. They’re not 
coming in to help. It might be their vi-
sion, but it’s not being foisted upon peo-
ple.” 

By this time in Nelson’s career, her 
personality seems to dissolve into a mist 
of projects, programs and initiatives, 
and she seems to like it that way. 

“One of the things that makes her 
very effective is that she doesn’t take 
credit,” Allen Neighborhood Center 
board Chairman Jonathan Lum said. 
“She always props up the people around 
her. Her humility is genuine.” 

In 2011, the board decided to put the 
Allen Neighborhood Center on a more 
stable financial footing, reducing its 

85% dependency on grants. 
Nelson and her team raised 

$850,000 to build Allen Market Place, 
a “multi-faceted food resource center,” 
brought the market indoors for year-
round activity and launched one of its 
most popular programs, Veggie Box, a 
coalition of 30 Community Supported 
Agriculture — CSA — farms that now 
has 700 subscribers a year. 

An “incubator kitchen” has nurtured 
66 businesses, 25% of which now have a 
brick and mortar operation. 

Every element of Nelson’s strategies 
serves more than one purpose. The in-
cubator kitchen brings in rent money, 
creates opportunities for food entrepre-
neurs and gives locals more places to eat 
things like Peruvian and Korean food, 
cheesecake and doughnuts. 

“I love the incubator kitchens,” said 
Borden-Conyers. “I go and eat there 
all the time. I just came from a walk at 
Hunter Park. I love it that there’s a com-
munity there you can walk with.” 

Lum said the center has reduced its 
grant dependency to 40 percent, laying 
a foundation of stability for the next di-
rector. 

In the late 2010s, Nelson and her staff 
approached its apotheosis, buying out 
the rest of the surrounding block, with 
the help of a loan and a $300,000 gift 
from an anonymous benefactor from 
New York. With loans and funding from 
multiple sources, the Allen Place proj-
ect includes a new Accelerator Kitchen, 
which opened in March 2021, and 21 
mixed-income apartments, fully occu-
pied by January of this year — another 

hedge against future fluctuations 
in grant money. Bringing the ANC 
full circle to its origins in the east-
side health summit, a federally 
qualified Ingham County health 
clinic will move into the project 
this summer. To put an organic 
cherry on top of it all, a revived 
East Lansing Food Co-op will join 
the complex in August. 

Schertzing said the public has 
little idea how complex such proj-
ects are. 

“She had to bring the communi-
ty along, she had to figure out the 
zoning, the rules, the construc-
tion process to create the physical 
space,” Schertzing said. “She had 
to figure out how all the Health 
Department and other rules ap-
plied to both the raw material and 
the product created there, and fig-
ure out how to do it all well.” 

“It was amazing to watch her 
work,” Lum said. “She was able to 
identify all the partners that made 
it happen. She made it look easy.” 

When the Allen Neighborhood Cen-
ter board asked Nelson to be director 
23 years ago, her first thought was, “I 
think I have one more start-up in me.” 

“Little did I know it would offer the 
opportunity of doing a lot of start-ups,” 
she said. “It’s been so much fun. There’s 
nothing more rewarding than working 
with a group to create interesting proj-
ects that address a need.” 

“She’s able to work with so many dif-
ferent people with respect and dignity, 
and that’s not easy in this business,” 
Schertzing said. 

People often try to persuade Nelson 
to run for public office, but she is in no 
mood to blow a hole in the reservoir 
of social and personal capital that has 
filled her rain barrel over the decades. 

“I don’t like pissing people off,” she 
said. “And oh my God, I’ve known peo-
ple who hold public office and looked at 
the packets of things they have to read. 

Lawrence Cosentino/Lansing City Pulse 

Joan Nelson tries out a pedicab at Wednes-
day’s Allen Farmers Market Wednesday with 
drivers Zach Whaley (center), David McCar-
thy (right) and Haley Alderman (not pictured). 
Free pedicab rides from nearby eastside 
parking lots are the latest innovation at the 
Allen Farmers Market, the first farmers mar-
ket in the state to accept EBT cards and food 
stamps. 

Lift
from page 15
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Dimondale Farmers' MarketDimondale Farmers' Market
Thursdays, June - October, 3-7 pm

136 N. Bridge Street 
Follow us on Facebook!

It’s not me.” 
Borden-Conyers added, “I think she’s 

done what she wanted to do with Allen 
Center and she has other visionary plans 
for the community. I don’t think she’s 
going to retire and sit on her porch.” 

For now, Nelson just wants a couple 
of months to chill. She’s going to learn 
to play piano from Big Al, the longtime 
volunteer who is frequently heard play-
ing the piano behind Allen Place. 

But she already confesses to looking 
at some “neighborhood scaled” ideas. 
After food, affordable housing, especial-
ly for the city’s refugee population, is a 
pressing need. 

“I get really excited thinking about 
the next possibilities for the east side,” 
she said. “We’ve embarked on fleshing 
out a potential project I can’t share with 
you yet. This will be a big deal. This will 
be great.” 
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Another local vendor, Magnolia Farms, 
started in 2013 as a single-lot garden, and 
has evolved over the years. Co-Manager 
Aliza Ghaffari said the farm, which has 
grown to five lots, has been a vendor at 
Allen Street for the past four seasons. Last 
year, Magnolia also began vending at the 
East Lansing Farmers Market. Ghaffari 

said she is happy to see more people ex-
pressing interest in not only buying local, 
but also growing their own food.  

“I think seeing empty shelves in gro-
cery stores and price increases have made 
the fragility of our current situation more 
immediately apparent to more people,” 
Ghaffari said.   

Outside of keeping money in Lansing, 
Ghaffari said shopping at farmers mar-
kets offers plenty of other benefits to area 
consumers. Produce often stays fresh in 
the fridge longer than grocery store bags 
of lettuce, which have already been sit-
ting for a while and can go bad in just a 
few days. It’s that added value that keeps 
people coming back.  

For Magnolia Farms, that steady cus-
tomer base has en-
abled the farm to ex-
pand.  

“When you shop at 
the market you are in-
vesting in the strength 
of our local food sys-
tem,” Ghaffari said. 
“Your dollars make 
a big impact on our 
farm. Every year we 
are putting the profits 
we make back into the 
farm. This is direct-
ly helping us to grow 
more food for more 
people.  

“In all honesty, we 
see this as a form of 
emergency prepared-
ness,” Ghaffari added. 
“We want to be ready 
to meet the growing 
needs of people who 
want or need to be 

able to get their food locally if prices at 
the store keep rising and food shortages 
return.” 

With prices are on the rise, Magnolia 
Farms offers free vegetables for anyone 
struggling financially. They are available 
in a cooler in front of Reads, 2019 E. 
Michigan Ave., and seasonally, in a free 
fridge in front of The Fledge, 1300 Eu-
reka St.. “Food is a right, not a privilege,” 
Ghaffari said, “you deserve to eat well. 
We are also happy to do work trades. 
(You can) come help out at the farm and 
shop free at the market that week.” 

On the other side of this homegrown 
industry are the shoppers, like Southside 
Lansing resident Bee Queener. She said 
she makes it a weekly ritual to walk to 
nearby farmers markets to complete her 
grocery shopping. 

“Once the growing season takes off, 
we plan our meals around market hauls,” 
Queener said. “We know we will get the 
best bread on Wednesday from Stone Cir-
cle Bakery, micro greens from Highwater 
Farms, veggies from Magnolia Farms 

BY SARAH SPOHN 
The phrase “support local” might be a 

buzz phrase these days, but with grocery 
store supply shortages and skyrocketing 
inflation of prices, now is perhaps the 
best time to seek out fresh food at neigh-
borhood farmers markets.  

And there are plenty to choose from 
across Greater Lansing, including the 
Allen Street Farmers Market, which 
launched in 2004. Today, its Wednes-
day market remains a regular go-to for 
families in search of fresh, locally grown 
food and products — no matter the bud-
get. Market manager Jenny Wagemann 
said the market was the first in the state 
to accept EBT/SNAP food assistance. 
Outside of flexible payments, the diverse 
market is also stacked with a variety of 
foodie delights.   

One of those dynamic vendors is 
Grazing Fields, known at Allen Street 
for its selection of pork bacon, sausage, 
ground lamb, steaks, roast, eggs, honey 
and maple syrup. 

Jane Bush, Grazing Fields’ general 
manager, said she witnessed a sizeable 
increase in shoppers at the start of the 
pandemic, back in March 2020 — when 
many shelves were stripped clean.  

But even though local farmers market 
vendors don’t operate like the big-chain 
stores, Bush said even their local oper-

ation was negatively impacted by the 
economic effects of COVID-19. For in-
stance, she witnessed a sudden shortage 
in containers for one of their most-sold 
items: eggs.  

“All the restaurants shut down,” Bush 
recalled. “In the egg business, at least 50% 
of the U.S. egg production goes into insti-
tutions, restaurants or 
some kind of food ser-
vice. Overnight, all the 
eggs either had to be 
liquified and frozen, or 
go to retail. The egg car-
ton manufacturer had to 
start pumping out a lot of 
retail egg cartons, and it 
created a huge shortage 
and a huge price increase 
for us. Our egg cartons 
are 100% recycled pulp, 
so it was a big mess for a 
while, but we recovered.” 

Along with the short-
age of some materials, at 
the same time, Bush said 
it was hard to keep up 
with the demand of de-
voted shoppers in search 
of pork products.   

“Once people get the 
taste of fresh eggs or 
pork, it’s really hard to 
go back to the regular, run-of-the-mill 
eggs and pork,” she said. “People who 
come here are very loyal customers.” 

Photo courtesy of Bee Queener 

Local farmers market shopper Bee Queener cooks with fresh food bought 
from local vendors, including kale from Magnolia Farms and bread from 
Stone Circle.  

GREATER 
LANSING 

FARMERS 
MARKETS

So fresh and so local 
Farmers markets offer options during shortages and inflation

See Farmers, Page 18

The summer market runs from 
the last  Thursday in May through 

the last Thursday in October 
from 3:00 – 6:30 p.m.

The summer market runs from 
the last  Thursday in May through 

the last Thursday in October 
from 3:00 – 6:30 p.m.

James Couzens Memorial Park
13751 Main Street, Bath, MI 48808.

www.facebook.com/BathTownshipFarmersMarket/

NEW LOCATION!

Beach Market on Lovett St.

Thursdays • 2-6 pm 
from now until October

facebook.com/CharlotteArtisans
AndFarmersMarket/
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ALLEN FARMERS
MARKET

WednesdayEvery
all summer long

1629 E Kalamazoo St2:30 PM - 7:00 PM

Local Food, Community,
& LiveMusic Opening Day

June 5, 2022
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

280 Valley Court

East Lansing Farmers Market
Join us for local food, live music and fun activities! 

Visit cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket for more details.
The first 100 market shoppers will receive a free market tote.

Sundays 
June 5 - October 30 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Valley Court Park
280 Valley Court

and lettuce from Blue Mitten Farms. 
Oh, and you can't forget the mushroom 
people, NOM! On Thursdays, we know 
we can re-up on other veggies from our 
favorite farmers that come to the South-
side market. It’s such an event for us, es-
pecially now with our kiddo in tow — she 
makes friends at every stand.” 

Queener, who said she is inspired by 
local growers and makers, enjoys meet-
ing with the folks who produce or grow 
what her family consumes. She said she 
considers it an educational resource for 
her and her daughter.  

“Not only are we hoping to inspire her 
to make local market trips as she grows 
up, I'm also hoping that seeing other 
farmers growing grub, like we do on a tiny 
scale, drives home the fact that access to 
fresh and local food options is a human 
right,” Queener said. “By growing our own 
food, we feel connected to our meals and 
the experience of eating as a whole.  

“Even if folks can’t grow their own food 
at this very moment, seeing others do it 
makes it real and can hopefully inspire 
others to try it out,” she added. “Farmers 
markets plant seeds in so many ways.” 

Thursdays, 3-7 pm, 800 W. Barnes Ave, Lansing
 517.374.5700 | southlansing.org | FB@SouthLansingFarmersMarket 

  

 
 

 
 

ATTENTION EBT USERS!  
Stretch your food dollars with 

DOUBLE UP FOOD BUCKS. 

For every $2 spent on your EBT card, 
we match $2 FREE to purchase

fresh fruits and vegetables. 
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Allen Farmers Market 
Wednesdays: 2:30 p.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Oct. 
1629 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing 
(517) 999-3911 
allenneighborhoodcenter.org/market/ 

Andy T’s Farmers
Daily, year-round: 8 a.m.-7 p.m.  
3131 S. US Highway 27, St. Johns 
(989) 224-7674 
andyts.com 

Bath Farmers Market 
Thursdays: 3-6 p.m. 
Through Oct. 27 
James Couzens Memorial Park 
13753 Main St.,Bath Twp. 
(517) 641-6728 
Shopbfm.org 

Charlotte Artisans and Farmers Market 
Thursdays: 2-6 p.m. 
Through Oct. 27 
Beach Market 
120. W. Lovett St., Charlotte 

See Farmers, Page 19
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(517) 543-8853 
facebook.com/
CharlotteArtisans
AndFarmersMarket/ 

Downtown Dewitt Farmers 
Market 
Tuesdays: 4-7 p.m. 
June 7- Oct. 18 
Downtown DeWitt, Main St. & 
Bridge St. 
(517) 624-0286 
dewittdda.org/farmers-market 

Downtown Owosso Farmers 
Market 
Saturdays: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Through Oct. 
Exchange St., Owosso  
(989) 413-3728 
downtownow
ossofarmersmarket.com

Dimondale Farmers Market
Thursdays, June – Sept.: 3.-7 p.m.  
Oct.: 3-6 p.m. 
136 N. Bridge St., Dimondale  
(517) 646-0230  
villageofdimondale.org 

East Lansing Farmers 
Market 
Sundays: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
June 5-Oct. 30 
Valley Court Park 
280 Valley Ct., East Lansing 
(517) 319-6823 
cityofeastlansing.com/
farmersmarket 

Eastern Ingham Farmers 
Market 
Sundays: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  
Through Oct. 16 
McCormick Park 
123 High St., Williamston 
517) 525-5293 
easterningham
farmersmarket.org 

Eaton Rapids Community 
Market 
Saturdays: 9 a.m.-noon 
Wednesdays from 3-6 p.m.  
Through Sept. 30  
116 Hall St., Eaton Rapids 
(517) 663-8118 
facebook.com/
ERFarmersMarket 

Farmers Market at the 
Capitol 
July 21, Aug. 18 & Sept. 29: 9 
a.m.2 p.m. 
East Lawn of the Capitol 
Building, 100 N. Capitol Ave., 
Lansing 
(517) 432-3381 
mifma.org/fmat-thecapitol 

Grand Ledge Farmers 
Market 
Saturdays: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Through Sep. 24 
Jaycee Park 
525 E. River St., Grand Ledge 
(517) 627-2383 
grandledgefarmersmarket.
com  

Holt Farmers Market 
Saturdays: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Through Nov. 
2150 Cedar St., Holt 
(517) 268-0024 
holtfarmersmarket.org 

Howell Farmers Market 
Sundays: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.  
June-Oct. 
N. Court St. & E. Clinton St., 
Howell 
(517) 546-3920 
howell.org/howells-sunday-
farmers-market 

Lansing Mobile 
Farmers Market 
Visit the website or call for 
schedule and locations 
(517) 999-2894 
facebook.com/
lansingmobilefarmmarket/ 

Mason Area Farmers Market 
Saturdays: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Through Oct. 9 
Lee Austin Park Pavilion  
320 W. Ash St., Mason 
(517) 676-4175 
facebook.com/
MasonFarmersMarketMI

Meridian Farmers 
Market 
Saturdays, May-Oct.: 8 a.m.-
2 p.m. 
Wednesdays, June-Oct.: 3-7 
p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green 
1995 Central Park Dr., Okemos 
(517) 712-2395 
meridian.mi.us 

Open Air Market of 
Stockbridge  
Fridays: 4-7 p.m. 
Through Oct. 
Stockbridge Town Square 
125 S. Clinton St., Stockbridge 
(517) 851-7437 
stockbridgemarket.org

Peckham Farmers Market 
Monday-Friday: 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.  
May-Oct. 
Peckham Farmstand 
5408 W. Grand River Rd. 
(517) 316-4050 
peckham.org 

St. Johns Farmers Market 
Saturdays: 8 a.m.-noon 
Through Oct.  
100 Maple St., St. Johns 
(989) 227 –1717 
facebook.com/
SaintJohnsFarmersMarket

South Lansing Farmers 
Market 
Thursdays: 3-7 p.m.  
St. Casimir Catholic Church  
800 W. Barnes Ave., Lansing 
(517) 374-5700 
southlansing.org 

B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Liv Conaty
Thurs., June 2, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Rollon Brummette 
Sat., June 4, 7:30-10:30p.m.

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., June 2, 6-8 p.m.

Green Door
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Miranda & the M-80s
Fri., June 3, 8:30 p.m.
Corzo Effect
Sat., June 4, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Justin Holcomb/Cat Story
Friday, June 3, 7-10 p.m.
Krista Cady
Sat., June 4, 7-10 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Zane Lamprey Comedy
Thurs., June 2, 8:15-10 p.m.
Dueling Pianos
Fri., June 3, 8:30-11:30 p.m.

Reno’s East
1310 Abbot Rd., East Lansing
The New Rule
Fri. & Sat., June 3-4, 6 p.m.

Robin Theatre
1105 S. Washington, Lansing
Matthew Adkins & Christopher Faulkner
Wed., June 1, 8 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 Turner Rd., Lansing
Jackalope
Thurs., June 2, 6-8:30 p.m.
The Dangling Participles
Fri., June 3, 7-10 p.m.
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA!

How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 

 In the running for longest album ti-
tles ever printed on a record sleeve, 
Coheed and Cambria’s “Good Apol-
lo, I’m Burning Star IV, Volume One: 
From Fear Through the Eyes of Mad-
ness” has to be a top contender. 
The 2005 LP, released by Columbia 
Records, mixed hardcore, metal and 
progressive rock into one powerfully 
inspirational disc. One of those in-
spired was Jason Marr, a local vo-
calist/guitarist who got his start in 
the Lansing scene back in 2006 with 
his former band, Elliot Street Luna-
tic. Today, he is busy with a few mu-
sical projects, but still found time to 
talk about how this particular Coheed 
disc changed his life. 

 How did you first find “Good 
Apollo”?  

Jason Marr: I was 21 years old 
when I discovered this album, back 
when I was just breaking into the Mich-
igan music Scene. I knew of this album 
and heard a few songs off of it when it 
came out in 2005. It wasn’t until 2009 
when my cousin dragged me to one of 
their shows and after watching them 
perform, I immediately went out and 
purchased every album I could from 
them. This album drew my attention 
after seeing them end their set with 
“Welcome Home.”   

Did the album have an immediate 
impact on you? 

As soon as I finished listening to the 
album in its entirety, I immediately lis-
tened to it again. However, there were 
some songs on it that seemed like filler 
songs — but the more I listened, the 
more special each song became to 
me. What touched me the most was 
the amazing musicianship of these 
four guys and how incredible each of 
them is at playing their instruments.   

For those who haven’t heard it, 
what does the LP sound like? 

“Star Wars” meets Rush. The al-
bum is part of a bigger story. Each of 
their albums connects a story that’s 
complex and keeps me wanting more.  
This album made me want to write 
albums that had a connecting story. 
Back in the day, I played in a local 
band called Elliot Street Lunatic. Our 
two full-length albums have a story to 
them that connect from a different per-
son’s point of view. I always thought it 
would be cool to try to tackle the “con-
cept album” idea  

When is the best time to listen to 
a record like this?  

I find that I listen to it most often in 
the winter, but I do listen to it all year 
round. Listening to this album, and 
every other album they released, in-
spires me to be as on point as I can 
while performing with any group I 
play with. If you ever get a chance to 
see Coheed and Cambria live — you 
should. Watching them perform these 
songs spot on to the record changed 
the way I think about performing.   

What’s up with your own music?  
I am playing with Rachel Curtis. We 

dropped her new album at the end 
of May. Also, TIOLI (Formally Young 
Pioneer) is still writing music but has 
not stepped back onto the stage since 
COVID. Recently, I joined a modern 
pop cover band called JP and The En-
ergy. You’ll be able to see us all around 
the state soon. I also fill in occasional-
ly with the ’90s cover band called Off 
the Ledge. You can find me bouncing 
around with Wil Pruitt and his projects 
too. Keeping busy!
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.
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Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 

Local musician on 2005’s ‘Good Apollo’ LP 

Life Changing Albums: 
Jason Marr talks Coheed 

and Cambria 

Courtesy photo 

Jason Marr has been in the Lansing music scene since the mid-2000s. 
He discovered Coheed and Cambria’s “Good Apollo” LP in 2009, and it 

changed how he thought about music. 
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BY TODD HEYWOOD 
Welcome to Behind the Curtain, a new 

monthly feature spotlighting the local 
theater community. 

Kushner, but the script and film were 
widely panned as feeding into, rather 
than challenging, the racial stereotyp-
ing and overall racism of the show.  

Granger said she reached out to local 
schools, and Lansing 
community theater 
and Latinx groups to 
ensure she effective-
ly represented The 
Sharks, the Latinx 
gang. She said she is 
proud to introduce 
Lansing theater-go-
ers to a new group of 
actors of color, most 
of whom are Latinx.   

Tianna Leon, 28, 
spent her youth mov-
ing from community 
to community as a 
child of a military 
family. Even with the 
frequent relocations, 
she discovered a love 
for performance 
while attending high 
school in Utah. A 
decade later, she’s re-
turning to the stage 
here in Lansing.  

Leon, who works 
with the maternal 
and child health di-
vision at the Ingham County Health 
Department, was cast as Anita, the sar-
castic and bossy recent immigrant from 
Puerto Rico. She plays a protective sis-
terly role to Maria, the female romantic 
lead character in the show.  

“She’s trying to fit into this world 
she’s just immigrated to,” Leon said of 
her character. “As someone who moved 
around a lot, I understand that.” 

As for doing the iconic musical out-
doors behind the Edge Partnerships 
building in downtown, she said that was 
part of the draw for auditioning. That 
outdoor space, she said, will add to the 
realism and story telling. 

“I think it will really pull people into 
the story,” she said.  

As a person of color, she said she 
walked away from theater for nearly a 
decade. The departure was, in part, be-
cause she felt she was not being afforded 
the experience in playing roles not tra-
ditionally seen as characters of color.  

“Are they looking for somebody who 

looks like me to be in these roles? Be-
cause I have never seen anyone that 
looks like me in these roles,” she said of 
the auditioning process. “I really like the 
idea that I can show others who look like 

me that we can 
make a name 
for ourselves 
in the theater. 
That we can be 
seen, instead of 
invisible.” 

The Lansing 
theater com-
munity has 
been much less 
judgmental and 
supportive, she 
said, than her 
previous expe-
riences. In fact, 
she said, her 
Riverwalk The-
ater cast mates 
directed her to 
the production. 
Working in this 
“West Side Sto-
ry” production, 
she said it’s been 
“surreal” to see 
other people 
of color on the 
stage and having 

fun.  
Joining Leon in the show is Carlos 

Lenz, 22, an LCC theater program grad-
uate. He works at Quality Dairy and you 
might recognize him as a featured em-
ployee on QD marketing materials. He 
laughs about being in a musical, noting 
he never thought of himself as a singer 
or dancer.  

He said shifting his 
theater education to 
online was one of the 
most difficult things 
he’d experienced, but 
fought through it. He 
found out about “West 
Side Story” from a 
co-worker at another 
job and called Grang-
er. 

“It feels different,” he said. “We don’t 
just have people pretending to be Lati-
no.” 

While he is Latino, he said he was ad-
opted and didn’t really begin to explore 

his roots until his senior year at Holt 
High School.  

“I don’t feel isolated,” he said of being 
in a multiracial production, adding that 
he is thrilled about performing under 
the sky.  

“The location is perfect,” he said. “I 
have never done a show where it was so 
right on. This is not a stage. It was nev-
er meant to be a stage, it’s a parking lot. 
We’re making a space.” 

The show was made possible by a 
partnership with Downtown Lansing, 
Inc. and a mini-grant from the Arts 
Council of Greater Lansing and the 
Michigan Arts and Culture Council. A 
rain date is set June 27, if weather caus-
es a cancellation.  

June: Live Theater Schedule 
“Tracy Jones”: Williamston Theater, 

May 21-June 19, williamstontheatre.
org. This comedy follows the attempts 
by Tracy Jones to find connection in an 
isolated world. Tracy has invited every 
woman named Tracy Jones she can find 
to a meet and greet. Directed by Tony 
Caselli. 

“Fun Home”: Peppermint Creek, 
June 2-12, peppermintcreek.org. With 
the sudden death of Alison’s father, she 
takes a deep dive into his story and her 
own. It’s a story about love, family, se-
crets and acceptance. Directed by Mary 
Job.  

“The Realistic Joneses”: Over the 
Ledge Theater, CANCELED, over-
theledge.org This show, which was 
supposed to run June 2-12, has been 
canceled. The city of Grand Ledge has 
red tagged the venue because of safety 
concerns.  

“The Revolutionists”: River-
walk Theater, June 9-19, river-
walktheatre.com. This comedy 
introduces the audience to four 
“beautiful badass women” who are 
beheaded during the French Rev-
olution. Directed by Tom Ferris.  

“Romeo and Juliet”: Lansing 
Community College, June 22-26, 
facebook.com/LCCPerforming-
Arts. Free outdoor production 

in the center of campus. The classic, by 
William Shakespeare, is brought to life 
by LCC, featuring guest artist and LCC 
graduate Paul Molnar as Old Capulet and 
fight choreographer. Directed by Kevin 
O’Callaghan. 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 
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Starlight Dinner   
Theater presents: 

“West Side Story” 
310 S. Grand Avenue 
June 24, 25 and 26 
$22, curtain 8:30 p.m.  
starlightdinnertheatre.com

Todd Heywood/City Pulse 

Tianna Leon, who portrays Anita in 
“West Side Story,” and Carlos Lenz, who 
plays one of the Shark gang members, 
on the fire escape where the show will 
be performed outdoors at 310 S. Grand 
Ave. It’s located across from the Mich-
igan Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

‘West Side Story’ hits the streets of downtown Lansing

Longtime Lansing community the-
ater maven Linda Granger has led the 
ragtag Starlight Dinner Theater since 
2005. Over the years, she’s steadily de-
livered longtime audience favorites, 
including a laundry list of outstanding 
comedies, like last month’s “Harvey.” 
But this month, she’s taking her vision 
of producing modern classics in a new 
direction and an unlikely location. She’s 
producing and directing the classic mu-
sical “West Side Story” on the streets of 
downtown Lansing.  

The show will happen on the back of 
310 S. Grand Ave., a building near the 
CATA bus station. The unique perfor-
mance space is located across from the 
Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services building at Grand and 
Kalamazoo Street. This allows actors to 
use the already existing building fea-
tures, like a fire escape, for the perfor-
mance. The established infrastructure, 
along with a set of scaffolding, adds not 
only more levels to the set, but a fitting 
realness to the production.  

Granger said her sister, Lori Arend-
sen, is developing the choreography. 
Both women first saw the show in 
downtown Lansing in 1974 and again 
in 1978 when it was performed outside 
near Lansing Community College. It 
hooked both of them.  

“West Side Story, a retelling of “Ro-
meo and Juliet” with New York street 
gangs, debuted on Broadway in 1957 
with the score by Leonard Bernstein 
and the words by newcomer Stephen 
Sondheim. It was turned into a success-
ful film in 1961.

Stephen Spielberg directed and re-
leased a movie version of the musical 
last year. The version featured a script by 
Tony Award-winning playwright Tony 



City Pulse • June1 2022  www.lansingcitypulse.com 21

BY SARAH SPOHN 
Matt Schultheiss considers him-

self a maker. The Saint Johns native 
is former theater kid, haunted house 
enthusiast and steampunk aesthetic 
appreciator — he also owns Imachi-
nations.  

“It’s a combination of imagination 
and machine,” Schultheiss explained. 
“And what you can build with your 
imagination. That’s what it means to 
me.”  

The deluxe costume rental shop sells 
cosplay accessories and various nerdy 
home goods. The niche store celebrat-
ed its grand reopening April 30 at its 
new Meridian Mall location. The move 
was a definite upgrade. Schultheiss 
said the 3,200-square-foot space is 
double the previous space.

“We were in Grand Ledge for a while, 
and loved it out there. The communi-
ty was great,” Schultheiss said. “I just 
wasn’t getting the traffic I needed to 
make it viable. We moved here to Me-
ridian Mall and it’s been really good. We 
get a lot of people who walk through the 
mall and are like, ‘Oh, we didn’t know 
you were here.” 

Stationed next to Gaming Cantina 
and High Caliber Karting and Enter-
tainment, Schultheiss said mall walk-
ers often stumble in after noticing the 
shop’s unique vibe.  

“We have a 12-foot skeleton in the 
middle of our store,” he said. “He grabs 
a lot of attention.” 

Imachinations has a combination of 
vintage, handmade and new costumes, 
wigs, shoes, hats and accessories year-
round for rentals and purchase.  

“We also offer costume classes from 
local experts like leatherworking, air-
brushing and makeup classes,” Schul-
theiss said. “We have a space in the back 
people can rent if they need to work on 
large projects — ones they might not 
have room for at home.” 

Imachinations also has a division 
called The Troubadorks, which is a team 
of live entertainers available for home, 
office or special event visits. Costumed 
characters like Santa Claus, Captain 
Skully, the Easter Bunny, princesses and 
various superheroes can provide per-
sonalized greetings.   

The store also features a local artist sec-

 BY MARY CUSACK
“Late Night” host Seth Myers has a 

recurring feature called “The Kind of 
Story We Need Right 
Now” where he offers 
stories that reinvigorate 
our faith in humanity. Williamston 
Theatre’s production of  “Tracy Jones,” 
by Stephen Kaplan, that kind of story, 
cutting to the heart of the human need 
for connection. 

Tracy Jones #1 (Emily Sutton-Smith) 
is a lonely woman who comes up with a 
plan to expand her social circle. She has 
rented the backroom of Jones Street Bar 
and Grill for a party for all the women 
in the world also named Tracy Jones. 
An hour-plus after the scheduled start 
time, Tracy Jones #1 is nervously pac-
ing an empty room while sucking down 
Diet Coke as if her life depended on it. 
She is waiting for the other Tracy Jone-
ses to arrive. 

Although she does not mention the 

Courtesy photo 

Imachinations relocated from Grand Ledge to the 
Meridian Mall. 
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By CHLOE ALVERSON
Despite its East Lansing location, 

Risky Studios isn’t just for college 
students. Owners Joshua and Alicia 
Southern hope the multimedia pro-
duction studio will serve as a co-work-
ing space for creatives and businesses 
in the area.

Located on the lower level at 301 
M.A.C. Ave., the Southerns found a 
location that is easily accessible from 
Michigan State University and near 
the center of downtown East Lansing. 
Alicia Southern said that their studio 
will be a great 

resource for students who need access 
to things like recording equipment and 
editing software — things that often 
don’t fit into a college dorm room or 
college budget. 

The couple decided to open the pro-
duction studio after Joshua Southern’s 
production company — Risky Music 
Group — had outgrown its various 
locations within their Lansing home.

“With the desire to want to do more 
collaborations, and the opportunity to 
expand, we knew we had to get out of 
the house,” he said. “We’re at a point 
now where we want to share some of 
the wealth with the community.” 

The space features a recording 
booth, an audio production area and 
backdrops for photography opportu-
nities. Even with the small space, a lot 
can be accomplished in Risky Studios. 
The Southerns intend to build a direc-
tory of clients to promote their busi-

nesses as well — a perk that only Risky 
Studios members can enjoy. 

“Those trusted sources we have for 
photography or whatever it is, we want 
to have that business directory to say, 
‘Hey, do you need this? These are the 
people we trust to do those projects for 
you,’” Alicia Southern said. 

Membership packages are fitting for 
creatives who are using the space con-
sistently. For studio services like pod-
casting, photography and the record-
ing studio, there are hourly rates. An 
hour of music production and vocal 
recording starts at $50. The Southerns 
would be present to act as mentors and 
assist clients through the creative pro-
cess. 

The Southerns also plan to rent out 
the studio for small events of 20 people 
or fewer. Alicia Southern described it as 
a “micro-event space” for networking 
events, open mics and study groups. 

“Anybody who is wanting to venture 
off into any creative endeavor that you 
may have, you can get on our website 
and book some time,” Joshua Southern 
said. “Feel free to reach out.” 

Take the risk out of creating at Risky Studios

By CHELSEA PHILLIPS
Impression 5 Science Center is an 

interactive space for children and fam-
ilies to explore and create using all five 
senses. It is conveniently located in 
downtown Lansing, nestled just be-
tween the Riverwalk Theatre and the 
R. E. Olds Transportation Museum. It 
started in East Lansing in 1972 as one 
of the first interactive science museums 
in the country and made the move to its 
current location in 1982.

The center has spaces dedicated for 
newborns and 
beyond, with 
programs like 
D i s c o v e r y 
Time designed 
for children 
as young as 2, 
and the Youth 

Action Council for children fifth grade 
through 12th grade.

Impression 5 Science Center features 
both stationary and traveling exhib-
its. Executive director Erik Larson ex-
plained that proposals for new exhibits 
come from a variety of sources, such as 
members, staff and sponsors.

“Impression 5 has a team in place that 
actually researches and develops, proto-
types and fabricates its own exhibits,” 
Larson said. 

To supplement those exhibits, the 
museum brings in traveling exhibits 

from all over the country. Creating new 
exhibits can take up to two and a half 
years, according to Larson.

“We know our members and visitors 
want to see new exhibits much more 
frequently than that,” he said. 

Along with the delight of celebrating 
50 years of operation this April, Larson 
said there are exciting changes coming. 
One update the museum is looking to 
do would replace the climbing struc-
ture in the First Impression Room — a 
learning space designated for children 
ages birth to 4 years old. There are plans 
to add a second nursing room, which 
will be located on the first floor of the 
science center. Another change will be 
the addition of a café inside the current 
snack and eating area.

Bringing back Member Nights is also 
on the list of upcoming changes, accord-
ing to Larson. He explained that these 
events were “wrapped around a theme 
or opening of an exhibit” and happened 

several times each year prior to the pan-
demic.

Like many organizations and busi-
nesses, Impression 5 Science Center’s 
operations were impacted by the pan-
demic. Previously, Larson said the mu-
seum had around 3,700 members. That 
number dropped by half during the 
pandemic. The museum’s hours were 
also affected.

“Prior to the pandemic, we were open 
six days a week to the public,” Larson 

said. “We were open until 5 o’clock.”
The museum is open to the public 

four days a week with shortened hours. 
The hour adjustment and operation 
days are things the museum continues 
to evaluate as the pandemic continues, 
Larson said.

Sponsors and government programs 
helped Impression 5 during the pan-
demic, but Larson said that the muse-
um is always looking for more volun-
teers and funding for future projects.

Lasting impressions at Impression 5 Science Center

Impression 5 
Science Center
200 Museum Drive, Lansing
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday – Sunday
(517) 485-8116
Impression5.org
$12 non-member admission Courtesy

The First Impression Room is one of the many exhibits at Impression 5 Science 
Center where young children can safely play and explore.

This occa-
sional 
feature 
highlights 
events and 
milestones 
at local 
nonprof-
its. If you 
would like to 

submit a suggestion please email chloe@
lansingcitypulse.com

Courtesy

Joshua and Alicia Southern celebrated 
the grand opening of Risky Studios on 
Saturday (Feb. 26). Risky Studios

301 M.A.C. Ave., Suite 106, 
East Lansing
(989) 341-3652
booking@
riskystudioslansing.com 

Imachinations 

1982 W. Grand River Ave., 
Suite 400 
Meridian Mall, Okemos 
Tuesday-Friday: 
11 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Sunday: noon-6 p.m. 
(989) 906-3584 
imachinations.com

 Half imagination, half machine 
Imachinations nerds out in Meridian Mall 

Tracy Jones 
Williamston Theatre 
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston 
Through June 19 
8 p.m. Thursdays, Fridays 
3 p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturdays 
2 p.m. Sundays 
Tickets start at $28  
(senior, military and student 
discounts available) 
(517) 655-7469 
williamstontheatre.org 

Williamston Theatre is keeping the Joneses up Williamston Theatre is keeping the Joneses up 

tion of handmade goods, 
including homegrown 
3-D prints and assort-
ed other custom-made 
items. And while many 
costume shops thrive on seasonal booms, 
or operate as pop-ups, Imachinations aims 
to stay busy year-round.  

“I definitely want to be that go-to for 
costumes and nerd-centric things,” he 
said.  

specific isolation of the COVID pan-
demic, it is clear to the audience why 
Tracy Jones #1 reacts in horror when 
asked why she didn’t plan the event as 
a Zoom gathering. She insists the event 
needed the human touch because “we 
just don’t know how to do that any-
more.” Although she is really speaking 
about her own need for the human 
touch, audiences will empathize.  

Unintentionally feeding Tracy Jones 
#1’s anxieties, while assisting with the 
event, is the Jones Street Bar and Grill 
Personal Party Server/Host with the 
Most (Allison Megroet). Perky and per-
fectly prepped by the establishment, the 
Host with the Most gleefully embraces 
her role as she rattles off procedures, 
policies and practices from her corpo-
rate training. Megroet delivers the most 
challenging dialogue, which is filled 
with acronyms and alliteration, flaw-
lessly and with infectious enthusiasm. 

In her first performance at William-

ston Theatre, Madelyn Porter plays 
Tracy Jones #2, a bibliotherapist who 
prescribes literature to help her clients. 
Porter is elegant yet hilarious, shimmer-
ing in a sparkly Vera Wang gown while 
rattling off dialogue in both Middle En-
glish and Middle-earth Elvish. While 
Porter has many powerful moments, 
the story about how she is judged for 
her smoking habit is especially heart-
breaking. 

The excellent cast is rounded out by 
Steve DeBruyne as awkward Tracy Jones 
#3, who obviously missed a key qualifi-
cation on the invitation. Tracy Jones #3 
has the odd affectation of not finishing 
his sentences, which is an important de-
vice in the script when he shares his own 
story of woe. The audience easily fills in 
the blanks, making what is not said even 
more heartbreaking than what is said. 

Tracy Jones #1 is not always a sympa-
thetic character. In her desperation to 
make everything perfect she becomes an 

overbearing perfectionist, and when the 
other Tracy Joneses fail to meet her ex-
pectations she lashes out in almost un-
forgivingly hurtful tirades. Sutton-Smith 
captures the delicacy of Tracy Jones #1’s 
emotional state perfectly. She is that 
woman you work with that you know 
almost nothing about. She is the person 
that, at best, is the butt of jokes behind 
her back. At worst, she is a non-entity.  

A sort of “Breakfast Club” for contem-
porary adult audiences, “Tracy Jones” is 
a poignant reminder that human beings 
are complex, flawed and fragile and that 
we can relate to each other under the 
most tenuous connections. 

Review

‘West Side Story’ hits the streets of downtown Lansing
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City Pulse has both full-time and 
freelance opportunities:

� NEWS REPORTER, full time. Are you issue 
oriented? Like to dig and follow the facts? Able to make 
even dry information come alive? A self-starter? 
Unafraid of controversy? To $40,000. Experience 
necessary. 

� ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR, full time. If you like 
variety, this job is for you: Write, assign and edit stories on 
all of the arts as well new businesses and food. To $40,000. 
Experience necessary. 

� SALES EXECUTIVE, full time. Develop new business 
through outside sales as well as bring back previous 
advertisers in both our print and digital products. Work with one 
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in Review:  
Terple Gang

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub. 

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds. 

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too. 

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor. 

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell. 

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.” 

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high. 

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high. 

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%. 

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.” 

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button. 

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output. 

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week. 

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year. 

Here’s a look at a few of them: 
Terple Gang — Bombulan 
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder. 

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed. 

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips. 

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry 
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes. 

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks. 

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too. 

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies 
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes. 

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty. 

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap. 

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com. 

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Pure Roots 

Some readers like to gripe every time 
a new pot shop opens in Greater Lan-
sing. I already know what some of them 
are going to say: Really? Another dis-
pensary? Do we really need that? 

Well, NIMBYs, the answer is a re-
sounding “yes.” The Capital City just 
can’t get enough of that sweet, danky 
goodness. At least one more dispensary 
is expected to open here this month. 

If you’re keeping count: Twenty pot 
shops are open across Lansing. City or-
dinances allow for eight more — with 
four of them set to open sometime this 
summer, city officials estimated. 

The next one on deck: Pure Roots, 
which was licensed this year for a med-
ical and adult-use (i.e., recreational) 
dispensary at 515 N. Larch St. Compa-
ny officials haven’t set a grand opening 
date. They also ignored my messages 
this week, probably because they’re not 
ready to announce any details. 

Undeterred, I took a trip last week 
to its first retail store in Ann Arbor in 
order to give readers a sneak peek of 
what’s coming. And it looks like we’re 
all in for a (rather expensive) new treat. 

Pure Roots opened its Ann Arbor 
shop in 2020 and expanded this year to 
include a second location in Centerline. 
In addition to its plans here, the com-
pany operates a cultivation facility in 
Lansing and also plans to open a fourth 
store in Battle Creek. It also reportedly 

City Pulse/Kyle Kaminski 

Pure Roots is expected to open its third 
dispensary this month in the former 
Ellis Cleaning Co. building.

The next pot shop coming to Lansing is all about the ‘feels’ 
Pure Roots plans 
third Michigan location 
near Stadium District 

holds licenses for at least a dozen other 
yet-to-open stores across Michigan. 

Budtenders there boast about how 
they only sell “non-remediated” canna-
bis, meaning the weed on the shelves 
isn’t treated with chemicals to remove 
traces of mold and mildew. In turn, 
that’s designed to provide customers 
with a smoother smoke and more aro-
matic terpene profile. 

After checking in at the front desk, 
I was offered a bottle of Fiji and then 
shown to a couch in the lobby. A 
flatscreen mounted on the wall was 
playing an instructional video on how 
to roll a joint. 

A budtender eventually greeted me at 
the lobby like it was a doctor’s appoint-
ment and showed me over to a glass dis-
play filled with several unlabeled jars — 
all lined up in order by “feels.” 

Pure Roots’ in-house flower brand 
“Forté” is marketed by four categories 
based on each strain’s terpene profile 
and the resulting “feeling” that each va-
riety is designed to provide customers. 

Eighters ranged from $35 to $65, 
making some strains among the pric-
iest weed in the state. Hopefully Pure 
Roots recognizes that Lansing isn’t used 
to shelling out that much cash on weed 
unless it’s some sort of supercalifragilis-
tic birthday bud that’s hand-rolled by 
Willie Nelson. 

Reflect No. 6 
(Triangle Mints X TK Triangle Mints)  
— $35/3.5g at Pure Roots 
The “Reflect” category is designed 

to help you “find your Zen and soothe 
your mind, 
body and 
soul.” These 
sativa-leaning 
strains incor-
porate terpene 
combinations 
that promote 
feelings of introspection, improved 
mood and enhanced focus. My bud-
tender recommended an in-house hy-
brid of two varieties of Triangle Mints 
for a more uplifting, euphoric and ener-
getic sort of high. 

He was spot on. This stuff gets the 
job done. These beautifully dense, tri-
chome-caked buds had just the right 
amount of moisture content to make for 
a perfectly smooth, even-burning joint. 
The flavor was also uniquely sweet, 
earthy, cheesy and nutty with just the 
mildest touch of mint. 

And a few puffs led to a level-head-
ed sort of high that was great for deep 
thoughts, even deeper conversations 
and finding the motivation to follow 
through on sudden bursts of creativity. 

Sativa-dominant “Revive” strains are 
also designed to boost energy, focus and 
mood.  

Relief No. 7 
(Wedding Cake X Grape Pie)  
— $45/3.5 g at Pure Roots 
The indica-leaning “Relief” category 

is geared toward helping smokers find 
the cozier side of the terpene spectrum. 
Smokers may find these strains help with 
chronic pain, appetite loss, inflammation, 
insomnia and anxiety while promoting an 
overall sense of rest and relaxation. 

Relief No. 7 (otherwise known as 
Wedding Pie) is an indica-dominant 
hybrid of Wedding Cake and Grape Pie 
that’s almost always best served for des-
sert — mainly because you won’t be do-
ing much of anything after you smoke 
this stuff. It’s pure relaxation, rolled up 
into a joint. 

These sticky little nuggets were fruity, 
creamy and even smoother than the last. 
But don’t be fooled: This stuff packed a 
stress-relieving punch, making it per-
fect for rainy days at home. 

The last category, aptly named “Rest,” 
also leans toward those couch-locking 
indica strains. 

Kyle Kaminski is a journalist and 
cannabis enthusiast. Editor & Publisher 
magazine has also labeled him as “argu-
ably, the state’s authority on everything 
you need to know about cannabis. Have 
a suggestion for a dank new product or 
a feature idea? You can reach him at 
kyle@lansingcitypulse.com.
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Check out our 
great selection of 

SUMMER 
READS!

Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing

(517) 332-0112  We validate parking
Mon.- Sat. 10-7 pm, Sun. 12-5 pm

curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing
(517) 332-8444   Free Parking
Mon.- Sat. 11-6 pm, Sun. 12-5 pm

thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com

Thousands of used paperbacks and hardbacks!

BY BILL CASTANIER 
Summertime and the reading is easy. 

Summer is the time to put the 1,000-
page classics and political biographies on 
the shelf at least until the leaves fall and 
turn your reading to the much more tit-
illating and exciting mystery and thriller 
genres to get your kicks. 

Here are a few of my no-guilt reading 
suggestions for summertime relaxation. 

Always at the top of my list is anything 
that acclaimed writer James Lee Burke 
puts on paper. His new book, “Every 
Cloak Rolled in Blood,” will not let you 
down despite the author’s detour to the 
supernatural. I know some readers will be 
disappointed that Burke takes a side trip 
leaving behind his gruff gossamer New 
Iberia cop Dave Robicheaux to reflect on 
his own mortality. Burke carries this off 
seamlessly through the eyes of a fictional 
ex-cop who has made a bundle as a fiction 
writer and who has a home base in one of 
Burke’s favorite locales: Montana. 

The book is filled with right-wing cra-
zies, addled drug dealers and a Civil War 
Union officer who has returned to the fir-
mament and takes its direction from con-
temporary politics and society. The book’s 
protagonist, Aaron Holland Broussard, is 
still grieving the recent loss of his daugh-
ter, who has not moved on fully to the 
afterlife and is hanging around mak-
ing unannounced visits to her father as 
he confronts some really bad guys and 
women. In many ways the book is Burke’s 
way of saying goodbye to his daughter 
Pamala, who died nearly two years ago. 
One thing that hasn’t changed is Burke 
continues to write some of the most re-
markable and lyrical prose in modern lit-
erature regardless of genre.  

Summer readers will also find that 
several others of their go-to favorite writ-
ers have new books out in time for late-
night reading, including John Sandford’s 
“The Investigator,” Harlan Coben’s “The 
Match,” Chris Pavone’s “Two Nights in 
Lisbon” and David Baldacci’s “Dream 
Town.”  

Murder, they wrote, just in 
time for summertime reading

Let’s dig a bit into each of those titles.   
Sandford’s newest book features the 

first appearance of Letty Davenport, 
the adopted daughter of one of his main 
characters, investigator Lucas Daven-
port, who like her father has a penchant 
for violence and intuitive investigation. 
Letty, who is working for a U.S. senator, 
is tasked with tracking some mysterious 
oil thefts, which are soon traced to a mi-
litia group with dubious and scary goals. 
The youthful Letty gives some of Sand-
ford’s popular characters a run for their 
money and gives Sandford a character 
who is more contemporary for younger 
readers. 

Coben has once again gone to his tried 
and successful literary technique of a lost 
boy who emerges from the woods with 
no history and who as an adult track 
down his cloudy past. His stalwart char-
acter, known as “Wilde,” brings some of 
his feral survival experiences to this ex-
citing thriller. Coben’s techniques never 
get old. 

Pavone fans have come to expect mis-
direction, misdirection and more misdi-
rection from this thriller writer who loves 
international drama entangled with 
great characters and long-held secrets 
and indiscretions. Newly married Ariel 
Pryce accompanies her husband, John, 
on a business trip to Lisbon. Their idea 
of mixing business with pleasure soon 
goes awry when John is kidnapped and 
Ariel is given three days to come up with 
$3 million in ransom. For a thriller, the 
plot seems simple and straightforward 
at first. But it heads in directions that go 
back in time and are a lot more nefarious 
than readers will expect, involving a rap-
ist, blackmail and bad deeds. 

Baldacci’s “Dream Town” takes us back 
to 1953 and the heady day of Hollywood 
starlets and gumshoes. Private detective 
Aloysius Archer has come to Los Angeles 
to help celebrate the New Year with an old 
friend who is on the fringes of stardom. 
The celebration is derailed when a screen-
writer-friend disappears and Archer dis-
covers a body in her ocean-front bunga-
low. The book is aglow with characters like 
Frank Sinatra, Groucho Marx and a bevy 
of starlets who make walk-on appearances 
in this novel that pays tribute to the great 
genre writers Raymond Chandler and 
Ross Macdonald. The book has enough 
action and flip-flops to keep you reading 
throughout a rainy day at the cottage. 

If you are looking for another throw-
back mystery intertwined with an al-
ternative history, the recently published 
“Beat the Devils,” by Josh Weiss, will keep 
you entertained through a long night.  

It’s 1958 and Joe McCarthy is the new 
president. Hunting Communists has 

become America’s newest sport and the 
long reach of the staunch anti-Commu-
nist McCarthy has the ability to ruin lives 
and careers. Enter a couple of detectives, 
including one who is a Holocaust survi-
vor, who are sent to investigate a double 
homicide.  

Since the unlikely victims are film pro-
ducer John Huston and journalist Wal-
ter Cronkite, this is where the fun begins. 
McCarthy’s investigators chalk it up to a 
“better dead than red” scenario and want 
to move on, but the cops see it in anoth-
er way, which leads to an enjoyable and 
creative read. 
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“Sandwiched In”--
one thing between 
two other things. 

by Matt Jones 

Across 

1. Some 1990s Toyotas 

7. Chicken ___ 

11. Big Sky Conference 
sch. 

14. Low-tech counting 
device 

15. Skater Kulik who won 
gold at Nagano 

16. Sounds of hesitation 

17. Get back into 

18. Instructions within 
instructions 

20. Bacon hunks 

21. Kin, informally 

22. Prefix for “venous” 

23. City northeast of 
Reno 

24. III, to Jr. 

25. Hawkins of school 
dances 

26. Ballet wear 

28. Lovecraftian entity 
with tentacles 

30. Prefix before 
“laryngologist” 

33. More agile 

35. Yale graduates, 
slangily 

36. TV room, perhaps 

37. Nassau’s country 

39. “___ be my honor” 

40. Pt. of many airport 
names 

42. Audience member 
who isn’t bawling at the 
end, metaphorically 

43. Word repeated in an 
Iris Murdoch title 

44. Dangerous callout 
while bike riding 

46. Monologue fodder 

48. State a new way 

49. Inc. relative 

50. Nelson Muntz’s 
catchphrase 

54. Manufacturer of the 
SURFboard modem 

55. Twice, in music 

56. A.C. ___ (Serie A 
squad) 

57. Readers’ haven 

59. Rake it in 

60. ___ mode 

61. Like a souffle 

62. Baskets for fish 

63. Pixar’s “Turning ___” 

64. McEntire with a part 
in “Barb and Star Go to 
Vista Del Mar” 

65. Most peeved 

Down 

1. Analyze, as grammar 

2. “Nope, doesn’t ring ___” 

3. “Wheel of Fortune” 
social correspondent 
Maggie 

4. Self-sustaining 
automaton 

5. Some votes in Quebec 

6. IRS info 

7. Leaning Tower city 
resident 

8. Returning grad 

9. “Spare” meat 

10. “Emotions” singer 
Carey 

11. Country singer Pam’s 
father (and singer of “I 
Ain’t Never”) 

12. Sexologist with a 1976 
report 

13. Fictional former 
space agency in the 
game Fallout 

19. Excessive 

21. Remarkable showing 
on a baseball box score 
(or 1/6 of a day) 

24. March parade 
honoree, as preferred in 
Ireland 

25. Went off track 

27. Charging port, maybe 

28. Bonds securely 

29. Abbr. on some beef 

30. Valhalla host 

31. Don JosÈ or Otello, in 
opera circles 

32. Kerouac novel 

34. Stadium cheer 

38. Replace a button, say 

41. Eye surgery technique 

45. Earnhardt’s org. 

47. Black eye 

49. Tripoli’s nation 

51. Playwright Edward 
who won three Pulitzers 

52. Comes down hard 

53. Unsettling feeling 

54. “A guy walks into 
___ ...” 

55. Commuter’s home, 
for short 

56. Spanish surrealist 
Joan 

58. Prevarication 

59. British lavs

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 25

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU     Intermediate

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 25

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny             June 1-7, 2022

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Who loves 
the truth better than you Aries people? Who 
has the greatest potential to speak the real 
story in every situation, even when it requires 
extra courage? Who has more fun than you in 
discovering and defining and expressing the raw 
facts? In my Book of Life, you Rams are radiant 
beacons of candor—the people I go to when I 
need accuracy and honesty. And all I’m saying 
here will be especially crucial in the coming 
weeks. The whole world needs concentrated 
doses of your authenticity. Now read this pep 
talk from Aries philosopher St. Catherine of 
Siena: “Let the truth be your delight; let it always 
be in your mouth and proclaim it when it is 
needed. Proclaim it lovingly and to everyone, 
especially those you love with a special love—
but with a certain congeniality.” 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Before the 
20th century, you couldn’t buy a loaf of bread 
that was already sliced into thin pieces. Then 
in 1912, the American inventor Otto Frederick 
Rohwedder developed a slicing machine. But all 
his work, including the blueprints and the machine 
prototypes, was destroyed in a fire. He had to 
seek new funding and begin again. Sixteen years 
later, his innovation was finally ready for broad 
public use. Within five years, most of the bread 
in the US was sold sliced. What does this have to 
do with you? I am picking up an Otto Frederick 
Rohwedder vibe when I turn my visions to you, 
Taurus. I suspect that in the coming months, you, 
too, will fulfill a postponed dream. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): A blogger named 
Sweetlikeacherry reminds us, “Some epiphanies 
are only possible when you put away your phone 
and go completely offline for a while.” She adds 
that sometimes you also need to at least partially 
avoid your phone and the internet if you hope 
to incubate new visions of the future and unlock 
important discoveries in your creative work and 
summon your untamed genius. According to 
my astrological analysis, all these possibilities 
are especially likely and necessary for you in 
the coming weeks. I trust you will carry out the 
necessary liberations to take full advantage. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Poet Carolyn Kizer 
(1925–2014) won a Pulitzer Prize for her poetry. 
She was smart! But when she was young and 
still studying her craft in college, a professor 
objected to one of her poems. He said, “You have 
pigs in this poem; pigs are not poetic.” Kizer was 
incensed at such ignorance. She testified, “I got 
up and walked out of that class and never went 
back.” Judging from the astrological omens, I 
suspect you may have comparable showdowns 
headed your way. I advise you to be like Kizer. 
You are the only one who truly knows the proper 
subjects of your quest. No one else has the right 
or the insight to tell you what your work (or play) 
should be about. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Leo author James 
Baldwin said it wasn’t often “that two people can 
laugh and make love, too—make love because 
they are laughing and laugh because they’re 
making love. The love and the laughter come from 
the same place: but not many people go there.” 
Your assignment, Leo, is to be the exception to 
Baldwin’s rule during the coming weeks. According 
to my analysis of the astrological omens, there’s a 
high possibility that interesting eros can converge 
with humorous fun in a glorious synergy. You will 
have a knack for conjuring up ribald encounters 
and jovial orgasms. Your intuition will guide you to 
shed the solemnity from your bliss and replace it 
with sunny, carefree cheer. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): I’m worried you 
will over-indulge in your pursuit of perfection 
during the coming weeks. It’s fine to be exquisitely 
skillful and masterful; I hope you do that. But if 
you get obsessed with flawlessness, you will risk 
undoing your good intentions. As an antidote, I 
offer you two pieces of advice. The first is from 
actor and activist Jane Fonda. She said, “We are 
not meant to be perfect; we are meant to be 

whole.” The second counsel is from philosopher 
and psychologist William James, who wrote, 
“Perfection is not attainable, but if we chase 
perfection, we can catch excellence.” 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Author Mustafa 
Mahmoud described the signs of love between 
two people: 1. feeling a comfortable familiarity; 2. 
having no urge or need to lie; 3. being natural, not 
trying to be different from who one is; 4. having 
little or no possibility of being embarrassed in 
front of the other person; 5. experiencing silence 
as delicious, not alienating; 6. enjoying the act 
of listening to the other person. I bring these 
pointers to your attention, Libra, because the 
coming months will be a favorable time to define 
and redefine your understandings about the signs 
of love. How do you feel about Mahmoud’s ideas? 
Are there any more you would like to add? 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “We do not love 
each other without changing each other,” wrote 
author Madeleine L’Engle. Meditate on that gem, 
Scorpio. Now is a perfect time for you and your 
loved ones to acknowledge, honor, and celebrate 
the ways your love has changed each other. It 
may be true that some transformations have 
been less than ideal. If that’s the case, the coming 
weeks will be a favorable time to correct those 
trends. As for the positive changes that you and 
your allies have stimulated in each other: I hope 
you will name them and pledge to keep doing 
more of that good work. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): “I always 
deserve the best treatment, because I never 
put up with any other,” wrote Sagittarian novelist 
Jane Austen. Sagittarian politician Stacey Abrams 
said, “From the moment I enter a room, I am 
clear about how I intend to be treated and how I 
intend to engage.” You’ll be wise to cultivate those 
attitudes in the next seven weeks, Sagittarius. It’s 
high time for you to raise your self-respect in ways 
that inspire others to elevate their appreciation 
and regard for you. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): In 1963, Jim 
Munro and Alice Munro founded Munro’s Books, a 
store in Victoria, British Columbia. After being on 
the job for a few months, Alice found she was not 
impressed with many of the products they sold. 
“I can write better books than this,” she told Jim. 
Five years later, she published her first collection 
of short stories, Dance of the Happy Shades. 
Fourteen books later, she won the Nobel Prize 
in Literature. Will the coming months bring your 
equivalent of Alice Munro’s pivotal resolution? I 
suspect they could. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): “True love 
for whatever you are doing is the answer to 
everything,” proclaimed performance artist 
Marina Abramovic. Amen to that righteous 
attitude! I hope you will embrace it in the coming 
weeks. I hope your heart and imagination will 
reveal all you need to know to bring tender fresh 
streams of true love to the essential activities of 
your life. Now is an excellent time to redefine the 
meaning of the word “love” so it applies to all your 
relationships and pursuits. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A homeless 
woman in a wheelchair stopped where I was 
sitting outside a café. She was pushing her 
belongings in a small shopping cart. “Would 
you like to go dancing?” she said to me. 
“There’s a nearby park that has a great grassy 
dance floor.” “Maybe another day,” I told her. 
“My energy is low. I’ve had a lot of personal 
challenges lately.” I’m sure the expression on 
my face was less-than-ebullient. “Cheer up, 
mister,” she told me. “I’m psychic, and I can 
tell you for sure that you will live a long life 
and have many more fine adventures. I’ll be in 
the park if you change your mind.” My mood 
instantly brightened. “Thanks!” I yelled toward 
her as she rolled away. Now I predict that you, 
Pisces, will have comparable experiences in 
the coming days. Are you willing to welcome 
uplifting surprises? 
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254 W Grand River Ave, East Lansing.          
517-351-2506. crunchyseastlansing.com. 

Scrabble Hour - Recreational Scrabble 6-8 
p.m. East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot 
Rd., East Lansing. elpl.bibliocommons.com.  

Tuesday, June 7 
Board Game Meet Up - ages 18 & up. 
6:30 - 10:30 p.m. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Spare Time 
Bowling Alley, 3101 E Grand River, Lansing.  

Lansing Roller Derby Boot Camp | 
Summer 2022 - 8-week Basic Skills Boot 
Camp. 6-8 p.m. Court One, 7868 Old M-78, 
East Lansing. eastlansingrollerderby.com 

Parent Happy Hour - Storytime for kids 
and wine flight specials for parents. 5-7 p.m. 
Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing.  

Sporcle Live! Trivia - 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 
Crunchy’s, 254 W Grand River Ave, East Lansing. 
517-351-2506. crunchyseastlansing.com.  

Toastmaster Meeting - in person and 
Zoom. 6:30-7:30 p.m. CADL-Downtown, 401 S. 
Capitol Ave., Lansing. capitalcitytoastmasters.
toastmastersclubs.org 
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Events must be entered 
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at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
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Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 24

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 24

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 9 a.m. Monday 

for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Lake Lansing Park South Band Shell. 7 p.m. 
1621 Pike St, Haslett. pk.ingham.org.  

Lansing 2600 Meeting - a monthly 
gathering of local hackers, phreaks, nerds, 
geeks, sympathizers, and others of various 
labelability.  6-8 p.m. The Fledge, 1300 
Eureka St, Lansing.  

“Say Hello to Summer” Concert & 
ArtPath Kick-Off - Help us kick off the 
summer right! 5-9 p.m. Rotary Park, 325 
Riverfront Dr, Lansing.  

Star Wars Trivia - 7-9 p.m. Constellation Cat 
Cafe, 3320 E. Lake Lansing Rd., East Lansing. 

TGIF Dance Party - All welcome. 7-11:59 
p.m. Hawk Hallow, 15101 Chandler Rd., Bath. 
734-604-5095. tgifdance.com 

Saturday, June 4 
Clayworks Pottery Sale - Visit us at our 
pottery studio and gallery during the Wacousta 
Community Yard Sale.  Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Clayworks, 13121 Wacousta Rd., Wacousta.  

Elegant Encounters Celebration 
of Entrepreneurship - Come 
enjoy live music, appetizers, business 
presentations and customized items for 
sale.  12-3 p.m. Lansing Christian Center, 
5640 S. Waverly, Lansing. 517-882-1310. 
encounterelegancenow.com.  

Family Day: Art Zoo - 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Eli 
and Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle 
Dr, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu 

Trail Town 10K & Mayor’s River Walk & 
Run 5K - National Trails Day,  Sat.,  8:30 a.m.-
12 p.m. Turner-Dodge House, 100 E North St, 
Lansing. 517-258-0246. runsignup.com.  

Wacousta Community Block Party - 3-7 
p.m.   9180 Herbison Rd., 9180 Herbison Rd., 
Eagle. 

Williamston Weekends Art & Grub 
Crawl - 12-6 p.m. Downtown Williamston, 
100 E Grand River Ave., Williamston.  

Sunday, June 5  

East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, 
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.  

Hawk Island Triathlon - 6 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Hawk Island Park, 1601 E. Cavanaugh, 
Lansing. 517-374-5700. southlansing.org.  

Lansing Roller Derby Boot Camp | 
Summer 2022 - 8-week Basic Skills Boot 
Camp. 6-8 p.m. Court One, 7868 Old M-78, 
East Lansing. eastlansingrollerderby.com 

Sunday School for Witches - 
workshop series. 3-4:30 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center St., #7A, Lansing. 
manifestlansing.com.  

Toxic Plant ID Walk - 1-3 p.m. Harris 
Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Rd., Okemos. 
517-349-3866. meridian.mi.us  

Monday, June 6 
50 over Fitness - Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group  9-10 a.m. Central 
Park Pavilion, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 517-
853-4600. meridian50plus.com.  

Comedy Night - 9-11:30 p.m. Crunchy’s, 

Wednesday, June 1 
50 over Fitness - Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group.  9-10 a.m. Central 
Park Pavilion, 5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos.       
517-853-4600. meridian50plus.com.  

Adult and Child Yoga - 5-6 p.m. Schavey 
Elementary Gym, 1721 Shavey Rd, DeWitt. 

Allen Farmers Market - Corner Shepard/
Kalamazoo. 2:30-7 p.m. Allen Market Place, 
1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing.  

Join us for the 15th Annual MMAG 
12x12 Art Show! - through June. 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 Wt Grand River 
Avenue, Okemos. framersedge.net 

Meridian Township Summer Concert 
Series - 6-8:30 p.m. Marketplace on the 
Green, 1995 Central Park Dr., Okemos.       
517-853-6400.  

Michigan Young Birders Network 
Virtual Meeting - 7 p.m. via Zoom. 
Michigan Audubon, 2310 Science Parkway, 
Suite 200, Okemos. michiganaudubon.org.  

Pagan Community Night - Join us online 
or in-person. 6-8 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St., #7A, Lansing. 517-657-5800. 
weaversoftheweb.org.  

Painting Night - 3:30-8:30 p.m. MP Social, 
313 N. Cedar, Lansing. paintyourpoison.com. 

Sensory Friendly Movies - we turn 
the lights up and turn the sound down! 1-3 
p.m. CADL-Downtown, 401 S, Capitol Ave., 
Lansing. 517-367-6350. cadl.org.  

Wine Wednesday - Wine & Cheese tasting 
at 6:00 or Wine & Chocolate tasting at 
8:30pm. 6-10 p.m. Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing. 517-721-1330.  

Thursday, June 2  
Capital Area Audubon Society June Meeting 
- 7-8:30 p.m. Fenner Center, 2020 E. Mt. 
Hope, Lansing. capitalareaaudubon.org.  

Dimondale Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m. 136 N 
Bridge St, Dimondale. 517-230-0520.  

MACC Courthouse Concert - Thursday Night 
Live - 7:30 p.m. Lawn in front of the Ingham 
County Courthouse, 315 S Jefferson, Mason. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out! 5-8 p.m. 
Keys To Manifestation, 809 Center St. #7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com.  

Friday, June 3 
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group.  9-10 
a.m. Central Park Pavilion, 5151 Marsh Rd., 
Okemos. 517-853-4600. meridian50plus.com.  

Clayworks Pottery Sale - Visit us at 
our pottery studio and gallery during 
the Wacousta Community Yard Sale. Fri. 
12-7 p.m., Sat. 12-7 p.m. Clayworks, 13121 
Wacousta Rd., Wacousta.  

Friday Night Concert Series - Hosted by 
the Friends of Ingham County Parks at the 

Jackalope  
Thursday, June 2 

FREE, 5 p.m. doors, 
music at 6 p.m. 

18+ (all ages until 9 p.m.) 
UrbanBeat 

1213 Turner St., Lansing 
urbanbeatevents.com 

For those in search of rustic original songs 
along with some Americana-tinged covers, 
Jackalope’s free show Thursday (June 2) 
at UrbanBeat could be the right ticket. 
The Lansing-based band comprises sing-
er-songwriter and guitarist Charlie Rich-
ardson, bassist/vocalist Mike Lawrence, 
drummer David Stowe and vocalist Diana 
Farmer. From The Beatles to reggae clas-
sics, Jackalope delivers an eclectic eve-
ning of live musical stories and powerful 
ballads. Sample some selections by Char-
lie Richardson and Jackalope on Spotify, 
Apple, iTunes or Amazon. 



26 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • June1, 2022

BY ARI LEVAUX 
Curly parsley is widely scorned by 

the culinary elite. Aspiring chefs ab-
sorb this disdain from a young age, and 
quickly understand that getting ahead 
in this game requires committing in-
stead to the flat-leafed version, also 
called Italian parsley. But in my parsley 
potato salad recipe, curly parsley does 
the heavy lifting. 

Typecast as a garnish, curly parsley 
struggles to find any other purpose on the 
plate. It is admittedly tougher than flat, 
which means you have to work harder to 
extract the flavor. And while some eaters 
value an abundance of fiber in their di-
ets, others will make a case for vegetables 
which lack the consistency of steel wool. 
Curly parsley can also be harder to clean, 
and the stems can curl over to make 
trimming them more of a chore. 

Nonetheless, I have a soft spot in my 
heart for curly parsley because it was my 
first parsley. As a kid, I associated a soli-
tary sprig of this crinkled leaf with dining 
out, which was one of my favorite activi-
ties. I could always count on that piece of 
parsley waiting on the edge of my plate. 
After dispatching the main event I would 
turn my attention to the parsley. Its 
chewy texture and herbal flavor was al-
ways a wonderful way to finish the meal. 

Elsewhere on the menu during that 
era, parsley was nowhere to be found. 
But those were different times. Medi-
terranean specialty items like pesto, ai-
oli and flat leafed Italian parsley hadn’t 
yet made the scene. The 98-percenters 
of America didn’t yet have the freedom 
to be food snobs the way we do now. 

But now that we have choices, and the 
freedom to diss curly 
parsley, I figured I 
should re-evaluate 
my position on the 
subject. I reached 
out to a farmer 
friend to ask if nos-
talgia is the only rea-
son to keep using it. 

“Curly is under-
rated,” he said with 
the fervor of a sales-
man. “Chefs all prefer flat leaf. It’s won-
derful, but so is curly. Unfortunately, 
curly’s role as a garnish at low-end chain 
restaurants gave it an undeserved bad 
name.  Old curly parsley on plates of bad 
late-night food is not the same as a sprig 
from your garden.” 

My friend obviously dined at a dif-
ferent level than the establishments 
frequented by my parents and me. Poor 
guy probably never made it to Friend-
ly’s, Nickerson Farms or some of the 
other mid-level comfort food power-
houses we used to visit, where the bread 
arrived warm and the parsley was fresh. 

In her garden, my wife grows both flat 
and curly parsley. Each summer they go 
to seed, at which point the leaves shrink 
back and the plant makes babies. Some 
of the seeds will sprout in the cool wet-
ness of fall, and overwinter. Some seeds 
will wait until spring before sprouting. 
“I haven’t planted parsley in five years,” 
she says. They are both criminally easy 

to grow, she says, 
though curly pars-
ley is slower to bolt 
in summer. 

At the table, she 
says, they both 
have their place. 
Curly parsley has 
more body, which 
is nice in a thick 
salad, like a sum-
mer tabbouleh. In 

leafy salads, the shape of curly parsley 
can grab onto dressing and wrap itself 
in flavor. 

My curly parsley potato salad makes 
the most of the three dimensionality of 
curly parsley. Tossed with warm potatoes, 
the sturdy herb wilts but doesn’t fold, fill-
ing out the dish with its bulky flavor. This 
recipe includes several of my favorite 
techniques, including how to make in-
sanely puffy oven potatoes, and for mak-
ing my famous lemon chicken, which is 
a highly recommended non-vegetarian 
option. So basically, this parsley potato 
salad is three recipes in one. 

Barely Wilted Parsley Potato Salad 
This warm, hearty salad combines 

many of the first crops of spring. It read-
ily accepts proteins such as crumbled 
bacon or browned ground meat. But 
chunks of lemon chicken are my favorite. 

Serves 4 
1 tablespoon baking soda 
1 tablespoon salt 
1 pound potatoes, cut into large dices 
2 large carrots, cut into pieces of sim-

ilar size to to the potatoes 
1 teaspoon black pepper 
1 tablespoon red pepper flakes 
½ cup olive oil 
1 medium onion, minced 
1 lemon, juiced and zested 
½ cup grated Romano cheese 
1 clove garlic, pressed 
1 large bunch of curly parsley, stems 

minced and leaves chopped 
Recommended condiment: mayo 
Non-Vegetarian Alternatives: bacon 

bits, or chunks of baked lemon chicken, 
recipe below 

Add the baking soda and salt to a pot 
with 8 quarts of water, and bring to a 
boil. Add the potatoes and carrots and 
boil for 15 minutes. Drain the potatoes 
and carrots and spread them on a bak-
ing pan with four tablespoons of olive 
oil and the black pepper and red pepper 
flakes. Bake at 400 for about 30 min-
utes, or until the potatoes are a perfectly 
golden shade of crisp. Remove and let 
them cool. 

If you’re including the lemon chick-
en, you can start the marinade while 
the potatoes are boiling, and bake the 
chicken at the same time that you bake 
the potatoes. 

While the potatoes and chicken, if us-
ing, are baking, add the garlic, onions, 
lemon juice, zest, cheese and the final 
four tablespoons of olive oil to a mixing 
bowl, and stir together. Add the pota-
toes and carrots and protein, if using to 
the mixing bowl, hot out of the pan. Stir 
it together. Season with salt and pepper. 
Stir in the parsley and serve. 

Lemon Chicken 
1 pound chicken breast, cubed 
Stems from your bunch of parsley, 

minced 
1 lemon, juiced and zested 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon black pepper 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
Add all of the ingredients to a bowl 

and thoroughly mix. Let marinate for 
about 30 minutes. Transfer to a baking 
dish and spread evenly. Bake for 15 min-
utes at 400, or until they start turning 
golden. 

2529 E. Mt. Hope Ave.
Lansing

One mile east of Pennsylvania 
on Mt. Hope

(517) 482-6266
mthopemonument.com

MT. HOPE 
MONUMENT

LORRI 
MILLER

“The Granite Lady”
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See Flash, Page 35  

FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

 Courtesy image 

Curl Parsley Potato salad with flat leaf parsley garnish.

The pleasures of parsley 
This parsley potato salad is three recipes in one 
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AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style classics 
and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got the 
classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, like 
frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too! Family 

Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE INFOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5SUNDAY NOON TO 5

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION

EFFECTIVE
MEDIATION

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

BLAINE TRASH REMOVAL
Residential l Commercial lYardwork

Call Jay (517) 980-0468

STELLAR COMPUTER REPAIR
609 E Jolly Rd.  Lansing, MI

Call for service and product information. 
517-295-3361        StellarRepair.com

1997 Sebring Convertible - 92K mi., 
garage kept, excellent condition, red w/
grey velour interior. $6500. Call or text: 
517-575-5599

BY KYLE KAMINSKI 
For this week’s featured dish, I con-

sulted with our readers to take a trip to 
one of their top-rated places in Lansing: 
Zoobie’s Old Town Tavern & Bar. In ad-
dition to taking top prize for “Best Pub/
Tavern” in last year’s Top of the Town 
contest, it also won best place for kids to 
eat free and third place for most expan-
sive beer list. But another badge of hon-
or for the watering hole is that it also 
houses The Cosmos — a spot known for 
being a chef-driven, wood-fired pizza 
lover’s paradise.  

I had to see what all the fuss was 
about, so I ordered a recommenda-
tion from the table next to me: The 
$15 Runny Egg Pizza, which included 
jalapeno Boursin cream instead of tra-
ditional pizza sauce, spicy chunks of 
chorizo, gooey mozzarella cheese, cilan-
tro and roasted sweet peppers. Oh, and 
the crown jewel: Three perfectly runny 
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Runny Egg Pizza at The Cosmos 

Runny Egg Pizza is out of this world  

The Cosmos 

1200 N. Larch St., Lansing 
517-897-3563 
thecosmoslansing.comKyle Kaminski/City Pulse 

Runny Egg Pizza is a staple at The Cosmos. 
Courtesy photo 

This $15 pie has three eggs, spicy chunks of chorizo, and more. 

eggs. These oozing yolks, placed right 
in the center, may look out of place, but 
don’t taste that way. 

I pride myself in being a total pizza 
snob, so when I say this pizza was amaz-
ing, it was amazing. The contrast be-
tween the salty, lightly charred, wood-
fired crust and the goopy richness of the 
egg yolk made for a sinful combination 
that paired perfectly with the smokiness 
of the chorizo. 

Pro tip: Use a butter knife to ensure 
every piece is fully lathered in that yolky 
goodness for a more consistent bite. The 
runny egg cluster is slapped on top just 
before it’s served, so it’s up to you to dis-
tribute it across the pie.  

I was on a bit of an egg kick last week, 
so for an appetizer I also ordered a $7 
plate of “Cosmic Devils” — four serv-
ings of exceptionally fresh deviled eggs 
that were topped with pickled onion 
and candied bacon. It all washed down 

well with Zoobie’s $10 “West of the Sun” 
cocktail, a tangy and unique mix of 
Roku gin, blue curacao Campari, blood 
orange syrup and lemon. 
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