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Last summer, Scott Sanford told 
his Lansing Code Enforcement Office 
team that they should “always, always” 
write citations to a woman if she is list-
ed as a property owner. 

“I guarantee you, you will get a reac-
tion and it will be taken care of,” recent-
ly released audio revealed Sanford, the 
office’s manager, telling his employees. 
“Oh yeah. I used to … if there were two 
names on there, I would always write 
the ticket to the lady.”

Sanford said Monday the audio had 
been “edited” from a “five-minute con-
versation” given to new code enforce-
ment officers about “what not to do” 
when writing tickets. However, the 
audio does not appear to have edits or 
changes in the background noise, as 
Sanford claimed. 

“I wasn’t talking about writing tick-
ets to women,” he said. “I was talking 
about writing tickets in general when 
I was going over the policy for ticket 
writing.”

City spokesperson Scott Bean called 
the statement “stupid advice,” in a writ-
ten response to questions. He said there 
was no evidence of complaints about the 
statement from staff or citizens.

Responding to a public records re-
quest, City Council President Carol 
Wood released two audio clips from a 
meeting held last summer.

The other recording was of Sanford 
referring to then-candidate and now 
Council member Ryan Kost as a “new 
idiot” and “an asshole.” The record-
ing also included an employee under 
Sanford’s supervision as saying to “just 
punch him in the face,” referring to Kost 
as well.

As a candidate for the First Ward seat 
on the Council, Kost pointed out safety 
problems with rental housing. After he 
won and was seated on the Council on 
Jan. 1, he stepped up his efforts, point-
ing the finger at Sanford, among others, 
for failing to do their jobs.

Neither audio clip was used in a sub-

sequent investigation triggered when 
Council members Adam Hussain and 
Wood, acting as president and vice 
president last October, filed a complaint 
with the City Attorney’s Office.

On Feb. 9, Sanford was issued a 
written counseling reprimand. He 
was notified that he violated the city’s 
“Workplace Violence Policy” and “Sex-
ual Harassment/ Non- Discrimination 
Policy.”

The newly released audio is just the 
latest revelation about the beleaguered 
Code Compliance Office in Lansing. 
City Council held a special Committee 
of the Whole meeting on April 3 that 
spanned four hours.

An investigation report was generat-
ed but was not released by the city. San-
ford said the report would clear him.

“That would’ve cleared up 99%,” he 
said of the report.

He said Wood “won’t do it because 
then that goes against their narrative. 
Because all of my staff said this was all 
bullshit.”

He said that during his tenure at the 
city there was never any complaint filed 
against him by staff, nor did any staff 
member raise concerns about his man-
agement directly with him. He claims 
a disgruntled employee — angry that a 
romantic partner did not get the man-
ager position — is driving the contro-
versy about him.

Citing “politics,” Sanford retired 
March 17, after 23 years with the city. 
His resignation was done with just 
three days’ notice, leaving the city’s key 
housing department flat-footed and 
struggling to wrap its arms around 
hundreds of red-tagged houses, recal-
citrant landlords with unsafe housing, 
and employees with inadequate train-
ing and limited access to computer 
systems to keep track of their work. He 
had spent much of that time in man-
agement positions, including as lead 
housing inspector and code enforce-
ment manager.

Sanford said he had been prohibit-
ed by Wood from “doing my job.” She 
banned him from attending committee 
meetings or communicating directly 
with City Council members over his 
failure to report the threat to punch 
Kost in the face. She said Sanford could 
have provided written reports, which 
would have addressed the reporting re-
quirements in his job description.  

While Sanford claimed there had 
been no previous concerns, At-Large 
Councilmember Patricia Spitzley said 
the Council has heard anecdotal con-
cerns about Sanford for years. 

A city official, who asked not to be 
identified because he was not autho-
rized to discuss personnel issues, said 
employees in the Code Compliance 
Office had raised concerns about San-
ford at the beginning of the pandemic. 
City Pulse has learned those concerns 
included allegations of racism, sexism, 
favoritism and belittling, explosive out-
bursts directed at staff.

Those who raised the concerns were 

encouraged to file formal com-
plaints several times, the source 
said, but no complaints were 
filed. 

Sanford’s employee file re-
veals only one formal issue, 
when he was warned in May 
2017 for telling former First 
Ward Councilwoman Jody 
Washington that code officials 
do not take direction from the 
Council. 

Other employees of the de-
partment raised concerns about 
Sanford’s financial relationship 
with Amy Castillo, a code en-
forcement officer who reported 
to him. Sanford purchased a 
house from Castillo in 2013. She 
remains listed as an owner, with 
Sanford and his wife also listed.

City officials were stunned to 
learn about the deal. 

Sanford said he did not file an 
ethics disclosure but that Castil-

lo did in 2013.
But her ethics disclosure form makes 

no reference to the purchase. City Clerk 
Chris Swope said the city has no re-
cords that a disclosure was made about 
the Sanford purchase of Castillo’s prop-
erty. 

“I don’t keep those records,” Sanford 
said when asked why there were no re-
cords confirming his claims.

Swope said the failure to disclose the 
financial relationship did not trigger 
the city’s ethics ordinance. 

“It may not be against the law, but it 
is not a good look,” said Spitzley. The 
purchase, she said, could impact em-
ployee morale.  

Bean, the city’s spokesperson, said 
the Schor administration was unaware 
of the situation. 

Bean said, “It certainly could raise red 
flags and the Department Director, as 
well as a report to the City’s Ethics Board 
should have been filed at that time.”

— TODD HEYWOOD
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Sexism, racism, favoritism allegations dog 
city’s ex-Code Enforcement Office manager

Courtesy WLNS

Scott Sanford, who retired unexpectedly last 
month as the manager of the Code Compliance 
Office for the City of Lansing.
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ing. Wharton will announce its 2023-
‘24 Performing Arts series May 1, and 
subscribers can add those shows to 
their orders. Individual tickets will go 
on sale during the summer.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING DOWNTOWN 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Notice is hereby given of the following 
public hearing to be held by the East Lansing 
Downtown Development Authority on 
Thursday, April 27, 2023, at 12:00 p.m., at 
the Technology Innovation Center, 325 E. 
Grand River Ave., Room 300, East Lansing, 
Michigan 48823:

The property tax millage rate proposed 
to be levied to support the proposed 
budget will be a subject of this Public 
Hearing. For the purposes of the Public 
Hearing, it shall be assumed that the tax 
rate will be 1.6814 mills. A copy of the 
FY24 budget is available on the City’s at 
https://www.cityofeastlansing.com/370/Do
wntown-Development-Authority

The FY24 budget is available for viewing 
at the East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot 
Road, Room 217, East Lansing, between 
the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm.

For more information, please contact 
Heather Pope at (517) 319-6930 or 
hpope@cityofeastlansing.com. Written 
comments may be sent prior to the public 
hearing to the Downtown Development 
Authority, City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by 
email to hpope@cityofeastlansing.com.  

The City of East Lansing will provide 
reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such 
as interpreters for the hearing impaired and 
audio tapes of printed materials being 
considered at the meeting, to individuals with 
disabilities upon request received by the City 
seven (7) calendar days prior to the meeting. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or 
services must contact the City Manager’s 
Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 
48823, (517) 319-6920 (TDD Number: 
1-800-649-3777) or via email at 
nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with 
PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open 
Meetings Act) and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in 
compliance with the Michigan Zoning 
Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

Randy Talifarro
Secretary

CP#23-082
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

BY NICOLE NOECHEL

A groundbreaking ceremony kicked off construction of 
a $13.3 million cargo ramp expansion at Capital Region 
International Airport on Tuesday. A mix of federal, state and 
local funds will pay for it. On hand (from left) were Matt Szu-
kalowski, UPS customer experience manager; Mike Zamaira, 
president of Niowave Inc.; U.S. Rep Elissa Slotkin; U.S. Sen. 
Debbie Stabenow; Nicole Noll-Williams, president & CEO of 
the Capital Region Airport Authority; U.S. Sen. Gary C. Pe-
ters; Lansing Mayor Andy Schor; Tim Daman, president & 
CEO of the Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce; and 
Bob Tresize, president & CEO of the Lansing Economic Area 
Partnership. 

The City of Lansing’s interim planning and develop-
ment director has resigned from her post after declining 
a permanent appointment. The city said Barb Kimmel, 
a 20-year veteran, quit after fewer than three months “for 

a variety of reasons, including the 
amount of time needed to run a large, 
complex city department and deal 
with both internal and external forc-
es.” Since Kimmel took over, the Code 
Compliance Office, which was under 
her supervision, has been under fire 
from the City Council for its handling 
of rental housing. Council President 
Carol Wood said she was sorry to see 

Kimmel go, but “with the multitude of problems facing the 
department, having to hurdle from one problem to the next 
was too much.”  Kimmel is returning to her job as a develop-
ment manager.

A 23-year-old man was fatally shot at an apartment 
complex near the intersection of Dorchester Circle and 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. Police found Camrun 
Thornton with a gunshot wound to the chest. Another man 
was injured in an altercation, but the extent of his injuries was 
unspecified. The investigation is ongoing, and the Lansing 
Police Department asks anyone with information to call (517) 
483-4600. Police don’t believe there’s a threat to the public. 

Michigan State University hired an outside firm to guide 
its presidential search. Isaacson, Miller is already helping 
the school determine its next vice president for civil rights and 
Title IX education and compliance, and it has identified can-
didates for other executive positions in the school’s colleges 
before. The firm has led more than 8,500 searches since its 
founding more than 40 years ago, and more than half of those 
were for college or university leadership positions. Trustees 
Dennis Denno and Brianna Scott are the chair and vice chair 
of the search committee. Trustees Renee Knake Jefferson and 
Dan Kelly are also on the committee. Additional committee 

members, in-
cluding stu-
dents, staff, 
faculty, lead-
ers and alum-
ni, will be an-
nounced. The 
c o m m i t t e e 
will hold a se-
ries of virtual 

open forums beginning Friday (April 14) to allow communi-
ty members to offer input. Those with recommendations or 
feedback can also email presidentialsearch@msu.edu.

The Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians settled 
with developers over its failed casino projects. Kewadin 
Casinos Gaming Authority, the tribe’s gaming board, origi-
nally planned to build casinos in Lansing and Romulus, near 
the Detroit Metropolitan Airport, but neither materialized. 
Developers JLLJ Development and Lansing Future Develop-
ment II have been attempting to recover funds for years. The 
tribe agreed to pay the companies a sum of $25 million and 

an addition-
al $5 to $10 
m i l l i o n , 
depending 
on the out-
come of a 
malpractice 
lawsuit it 
has filed. 
I n g h a m 
County Cir-
cuit Judge 
Joyce Dra-
g a n c h u k 

originally ordered the tribe to pay $89 million, but it was low-
ered on appeal.

Wharton Center announced its 2023-‘24 Broad-
way season. The season starts with “To Kill a Mocking-
bird” Oct. 3 through 8, followed by “Hairspray” Nov. 28 
through Dec. 3, “Mamma Mia!” Jan. 16 through 21, “Fun-
ny Girl” Feb. 6 through 11, “Moulin Rouge! The Musical” 
April 2 through 14 and “Six” May 14 through 19. Four of 
the shows, “To Kill a Mockingbird,” “Funny Girl,” “Moulin 
Rouge” and “Six,” are Wharton debuts. Season tickets can 
be purchased at whartoncenter.com. Current Broadway 
season ticket holders can renew by May 1 for priority seat-
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Five times the United States has elected a president and vice president with 
a minority of the national popular vote, the latest being Donald Trump and 
Mike Pence in 2016. That’s because of our Electoral College system, where in 
the end the only number that matters is 270: the share of electors from the 
50 states and the District of Columbia that is needed to put a candidate over 
the top. Practically speaking, the Electoral College is here to stay. But there 
is a sensible option, and Michigan has an opportunity to help bring it closer 
to reality.

It is called the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact. Fifteen states 
and the District of Columbia, which together have 195 electors, have signed 
on to it. Michigan can and should add our state’s 15 electoral votes to that to-
tal in this legislative session by 
passing House Bill 4156.

The compact’s concept is 
simple: a state agrees to award 
all its electors to the winner of 
the national popular vote, re-
gardless of the outcome in the 
state itself. 

Article II, Section I states that 
“Each State shall appoint, in 
such Manner as the Legislature 
thereof may direct, a number of 
Electors … .” A state legislature 
has the right to determine how 
the electors shall cast their votes. Thus, our Legislature can determine that 
Michigan’s electors will as a matter of law cast their votes for the winner of 
the most popular votes, whether Democrat or Republican.

Opponents of the National Popular Vote Interstate Com-
pact argue that with the Electoral College the Founders 
sought to create a system that would protect rural areas from 
the tyranny of populous cities. That’s a romantic version that 
borders on myth. They were concerned that a populist tyrant 
could be chosen if the president was popularly elected. They 
simply did not trust citizens to make wise choices. Plus, agricultural states 
were wary of signing a constitution that put them at a disadvantage. That’s 
the reason the Constitution counted a percentage of slaves in a state’s popula-
tion. Since then, by amendment, Black people and women have been granted 
suffrage. There was an attempt to create a more level playing field for smaller 
states, but in today’s world, the field is lopsided. In this century, twice the los-
ers of the popular vote, Trump and George W. Bush, became president; two 
other times, only a small number of votes in two states could have changed 
the results. 

What about the argument that smaller states would be ignored under di-
rect elections? That is exactly what happens now. Presidential candidates 
campaign in swing states.  In 2012, 2016, and 2020, 12 states received about 
95% of general-election campaign events. In those three elections, California, 

our most populous state, received one visit because it’s reliably blue. Under 
the current system, 38 states are ignored after the primaries. Blue voters in 
Red States and Red voters in Blue states are disenfranchised by the current 
system.

Moreover, the current system discourages voting within states that are con-
sidered safely Democratic or Republican. Why bother when your vote is not 
going to affect the outcome. The compact gives every voter a stake.

The compromise system that was created to gather signatures on a Con-
stitution to create a nation free from tyrannical rule is not working as it was 
imagined. Instead, it gives a radical minority outsized influence in political 
matters. It no longer protects minority views; rather, it gives unusual power 

to the far left and right. The pressure to appeal to a “base” no matter 
how fringe or dangerous is all about the need to get out the vote in 
swing states. The compact will increase the voting value of the ma-
jority of Americans, who are closer to the center than either end of 
the political spectrum. Thus, the compact has the potential to help a 
fractured America come together. 

In recent polling by the Pew Research Center and Gallup, about 
60% of Americans support an amendment to the Constitution so the 
candidate who receives the most votes for president wins the elec-
tion. Democratic support is substantially higher than Republican 
support (possibly because Republican presidential candidates won 
twice in this century while losing the popular vote). Most constitu-
tional experts see the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact as a 
constitutional alternative to an amendment abolishing the Electoral 

College. Amending the Constitution is extremely difficult: two-thirds of Con-
gress must support the amendment, and then it must be ratified by three-
fourths of the states. Practically speaking, such an amendment will not fly. 

The vehicle through which Michigan could join the 
compact, House 4156, was introduced March 3 by Ann 
Arbor Rep. Carrie Rheingans. So far, it has 34 spon-
sors, all Democrats. They include almost all of the local 
delegation, but noticeably missing is Angela Witwer, a 
moderate Democrat from the 76th District in Republi-

can-leaning Eaton County. We encourage her constituents who support the 
compact to let her know their views at angelawitwer@house.mi.gov and (517) 
373-0822. In a chamber where Democrats prevail by just two votes, Witwer’s 
support will matter. 

Still, it is not out of the question that even some Michigan House Repub-
licans will support the compact. A few former GOP members have endorsed 
it, including former Speaker Chuck Perricone, to whom we give the last word 
because he put it well in a hearing on HB 4156 before the House Elections 
Committee last month.

 “It creates a rare opportunity in Michigan for Republicans, Democrats, 
progressives, conservatives, right and left, to come together in support of a 
simple but fundamental principle: The presidential candidate who receives 
the most votes should win.” 

Have something to say about a local issue or            
an item that appeared in our pages? 
Now you have two ways to sound off:

   Write a letter to the editor.
• E-mail: letters@ lansingcitypulse.com  
• Snail mail: City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912  
• At lansingcitypulse.com

    Write a guest column. 
Contact Berl Schwartz for more information: publisher@
lansingcitypulse.com or (517) 999-5061. (Please include your name, 
address and telephone number so we can reach you. Keep letters 
to 250 words or fewer. City Pulse reserves the right to edit letters 
and columns.)

1

2

   Write a letter to the editor.

    Write a guest column. 

2
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Lansing Board of Water & Light 
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his 
hands, even though he refuses to look 
down and acknowledge that he’s still 
holding them.

State environmental records 
released in January revealed that 
Peffley has known for nearly two 
years about dangerous chemical 
contamination leaking from the large 
toxic coal ash ponds that surround 
the Erickson Power Station in Delta 
Township — which for decades may 
have also poisoned nearby drinking 
water supplies feeding private wells 
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS 
and molybdenum have been leaching 
from the three ponds since 2020 and 
still neither BWL nor state regulators 
knows how long the problem has 
existed — though the plant, which is 
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has 
operated the ponds since 1974. 

When City Pulse broke that news, 
Peffley and his PR team quickly 
jumped into action — except the 
damage control wasn’t centered on 
assessing environmental and public 
health risks. Instead, it was about 
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type 
of leadership we need at a publicly 
owned utility company. 

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked 
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding 
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright 
denying that drinking water could 
be contaminated despite experts 
who have suggested otherwise. The 
experts similarly poured cold water 
on BWL’s latest contention that the 
pollution is occurring naturally 

Groundwater feeds drinking water 
supplies. At best, it was unclear then 
whether contaminated groundwater 
was reaching drinking water drawn 
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test 
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy 

building a media firewall around 
Peffley and other top executives 
to answer our questions. She has 
learned well from longtime Lansing 
public relations practitioner Steve 
Serkaian, executive director of public 
affairs at BWL and a holdover from 
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley 
responded only in a polished op-ed 
in which he repeatedly questioned 
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water 
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies 
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety 
standards.

While tech-
nically true, 
his statements 
completely 
ignored the 
potential for contamination at dozens 
of private wells that provide drinking 
water for hundreds of people near 
Erickson. His statements also didn’t 
offer much acknowledgement that 
a problem even existed, much less 
explain why BWL officials seemed 
to have alerted nobody of the public 
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems, 
the PR campaign continued with the 
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the 
area. It was a sweetheart move for a 
utility company caught in the midst 
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually 
been ordered by state regulators to 
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results 
spelled out some really bad news: 

BWL only tested six wells. And all of 
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick. 
Michigan doesn’t set health limits 

on boron in drinking water, though 
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are 

in place. EPA 
also has an 
unenforceable 
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L 
for adults and 
3 mg/L for 

children. BWL’s well tests detected 
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and 
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is 
harmful to plant life at lower levels. 
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken 
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been 
drinking from those taps. His ballsy 
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL 

claimed to be in compliance with 
federal coal ash rules, but experts said 
those rules were violated back in 2017 
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made 
claims about the investigation 
process that directly contradict 
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only 
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman 
David Price — someone who should 
definitely be in the know — wasn’t 
informed of the contamination 
problems before January. He was 
told the ponds weren’t contaminating 
groundwater, which was also directly 
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s 
statements, Adamy has still insisted 
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be 
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the 
issue at the Erickson Power Station as 
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least 
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL 
still doesn’t have a handle on the 
pollution plume’s size or location, 
how many drinking water wells are 
contaminated in the nearby vicinity 
or how long its neighbors have been 
sipping on and showering in boron 
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been 
forthcoming about this public health 
calamity — denying our reporters 
an opportunity to conduct basic 
interviews and then failing to answer 
several emailed questions. The latest 
PR tactic seems to be centered on 
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether 
and hoping the problem — or at least 
public awareness of the problem — 
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next 
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor: 
But if Peffley and the rest of his team 
don’t start prioritizing public safety 
over their public image, then perhaps 
it’s time for him to seriously consider 
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem

A fairer 
way to elect 
presidents
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO ISSUE
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF EAST LANSING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the City Council of the City of East Lansing (the “City”) 
intends to issue bonds, in one or more series, in an amount of not to exceed $36,400,000 (the 
“Bonds”). 

The Bonds shall be issued to pay the cost to design, purchase, acquire and construct 
improvements to the City’s Sewage Disposal System, including without limitation, the 
separation of combined sewers through the construction of new sewers and storm sewers, 
the construction of a new relief sewer, the improvement of sewer mains, replacement of 
sewer mains and the construction of new sewer mains, renovate the existing Water Resource 
Recovery Facility (WRRF) Administration Building, including without limitation, removal of 
existing sludge storage, solids handling and incinerator equipment, construction of new office 
space, locker rooms, training/conference rooms in the previous incinerator space, 
improvement to the laboratory and providing ADA access, as well as all work, equipment, and 
appurtenances necessary or incidental to these improvements and such other improvements 
to the Sewage Disposal System as the City may determine to make, and to pay the costs of 
issuing the Bonds and capitalized interest, if any. 

The Bonds of this issue shall mature within the maximum terms permitted by law with 
interest on the unpaid balance at a rate not to exceed the maximum rate permitted by law 
payable over not more than forty (40) years from the date of issuance of the Bonds. The 
Bonds shall be issued pursuant to Act 94, Public Acts of Michigan, 1933, as amended. 

SOURCE OF PAYMENT

The principal of and interest on the Bonds shall be payable from the net revenues derived 
from the operation of the Sewage Disposal System. In addition, the Bonds may be secured 
by the full faith and credit of the City as limited by applicable constitutional, statutory and 
charter limitations on the taxing power of the City. In addition, the Bonds may be secured by 
a pledge of the state revenue sharing payments that the City is eligible to receive from the 
State of Michigan. 

RIGHT OF REFERENDUM

The Bonds will be issued without a vote of the electors approving such Bonds, unless, within 
45 days from the date of publication of this Notice of Intent, a petition requesting a 
referendum, signed by not less than 10% or 15,000 of the registered electors residing within 
the limits of the City, whichever is lesser, shall have been filed with the Clerk of the City or 
other recording officer of the City requesting a referendum upon the question of the issuance 
of the Bonds. If such a petition is filed, the Bonds shall not be issued until approved by 
the vote of a majority of the electors residing within the City qualified to vote and voting 
thereon at a general or special election. 

This Notice is published pursuant to the requirements of Section 33 of Act 94. 

Marie Wicks, Interim City Clerk
CP#23-083

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ANNUAL ACTION PLAN

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG), HOME and 
EMERGENCY SOLUTIONS GRANT (ESG) PROGRAMS 

FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024 

Notice is hereby given that the City of Lansing City Council will hold a public hearing to 
solicit public input on the proposed use of funds for CDBG, HOME and ESG funds for the 
Annual Action Plan submission to the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for FY 2023-2024.

The City encourages participation at the public hearing to allow citizens an opportunity to 
provide input on the proposed CDBG Resources projected use of the funds.  A copy of the 
draft Annual Action Plan can be reviewed on the City of Lansing Development Office website 
at: www.lansingmi.gov/development. 

The public hearing will be held before City Council on Monday, April 24, 2023, 7:00 p.m. at 
124 W. Michigan Avenue, 10th floor., City Hall, Lansing, MI 48933.

For further information regarding this issue, please contact Doris Witherspoon, Senior 
Planner of the City of Lansing Department of Economic Development  and Planning Office, 
316 North Capitol Avenue, Lansing, MI, doris.witherspoon@lansingmi.gov, (517) 483-4063. 

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the 
Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk 
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#23-079

“People deserve a second chance” 
was the refrain sung at a Tuesday 
event celebrating 
a new state poli-
cy that erases old 
criminal records 
from public view 
after seven to 10 
years.

Under the “Clean 
Slate” law, the 
police will still know 
about the old offens-
es. A judge could 
find out about the old offenses. 

But if you try to dig up the old of-
fenses by running a $10 background 
check on iChat, the Michigan State 
Police report will no longer show it. 
If you go to a courthouse and try to 
look up an old criminal case, it’s no 
longer available.

If I, as a news reporter, found 
out about an old offense of (let’s 
say) a person running for public 
office — either through a LexisNe-
xis search or looking up the case in 
news archives — and published the 
information, the law reads I’d be 
committing a 90-day, $500 misde-
meanor.

Now, you may be OK with this. 
After all, the whole point of this law 
that was overwhelmingly embraced 
by Republicans, Democrats and the 
governor alike was to give people a 
“fresh start.”

They no longer have a scarlet 
letter printed on their chest as 
they look for a new job, volunteer 
at their child’s school or apply for 
housing.

According to the state, as many 
as 1 million people will be impacted 
by this new law. That’s 1/10th of of 
Michigan’s population.

It’s sad that a law needed to be 
created for people to give their fel-
low humans a second chance. 

We needed to actually erase 
history — not only pretend it didn’t 
exist but criminalize its reutterance. 
We couldn’t find it in our hearts to 
believe someone when they said, 
“I messed up when I was in my 
teens/20s, I learned from it, I’m a 
much better person today for it.”

To quote a former colleague, “This 
is why we can’t have nice things.”

The nice thing, in this case, is the 
public’s right to know, which is slow-
ly deteriorating under our noses. 

Back in 2014, the Capitol news 

service MIRS found 43 bills intro-
duced in Lansing that exempted 
disclosure of something under the 
Freedom of Information Act. Of 
those, 21 passed at least one cham-
ber. On the other side of things, 
29 bills expanded disclosure. Only 
seven passed a chamber.

The situation continues to wors-
en. Three years ago, I was able to 
obtain the date of birth and home 
address of anyone running for the 
Legislature. With that information, 
I was able to double-check that they 
lived at the address they claimed to 
live at and that they didn’t have a 
criminal record.

Today — after a protest at the 
secretary of state’s residence — a 
state-level candidate’s address and 
date of birth are now redacted as a 
privacy issue. The Bureau of Elec-
tions isn’t verifying addresses and 
DOBs. And, now, it’s difficult for 
the media to do it, too.

Try to find information on gu-
bernatorial pardons and commuta-
tions. It’s a lot harder today than it 
was. 

Try getting a report out of a 
police department. For Michigan 
State University Police and many 
other departments, everything is 
an “active investigation” or a clear 
invasion of privacy.

When the “Sunshine Laws” were 
created shortly after the Nixon-Wa-
tergate scandals, politicians were 
desperately trying to earn back the 
trust of the American public.

Today, expanding disclosure laws 
has become something politicians 
and state legislators talk about 
once a year but aren’t serious about 
passing. 

Expanding the “people’s right to 
know” makes great rhetoric, but the 
second that information becomes 
uncomfortable or is used as a weap-
on against another, everybody’s 
access to it goes away.

It’s gotten so bad that even the 
names of people who make Freedom 
of Information Act requests to the 
state are covered up with black ink.

Granted, all of this means a lot 
more to me than it means to you 
… until having that information 
means much more to you than it 
means to me.

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol 
news service MIRS at melinnky@
gmail.com.)

POLITICS

Opinion

Clean Slate Law: The public has
a right to know ... until it doesn’t
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Global art exhibition speaks to the triumphs of creativity

BY CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS
A once-in-a-lifetime art exhibition 

featuring work by nearly 80 artists 
from around the globe is on display at 
Lansing’s favorite liminal space, the 
old Sears building in Frandor, as well 
as four other sites around town.

This year, the Capital City Film 
Festival has transformed the former 
appliance and clothing store into an 
enormous showroom for parties and 
screenings and a home base for “Cre-
ativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art 
for Equity and Social Justice.” On 
display are more than 200 works of 
art sourced from communities dis-
proportionately affected by the pan-
demic, with the goal of expanding the 
narratives of the pandemic we might 
have, including the assumption that 
it’s over. 

The art was submitted through an 
open call to artists, refugees, members 
of the disability community, students 
and many other groups. The works 
are labeled in a nontraditional manner 
that curator Nancy DeJoy, an associ-
ate professor of writing, rhetoric and 
American cultures at Michigan State 
University, calls “dislabeled.” Instead 
of a typical placard listing the title, au-
thor, medium and price, they’re written 
in the first person and describe the art-
ists’ motivations and struggles. For ex-
ample, the label for Olivia Azzopardi’s 
“Let’s Keep Dreaming” series reads, “As 
I worked on this collection, I thought 
about the warmth of being reckless 

with friends and how the pandemic 
worsened my view on living through 
heartbreak.” The labels are stark and 
resonant, adding necessary context for 
a show this large and an unexpected di-
rect line to the artists’ voices.  

Walking into the exhibition, I no-
ticed the walls had been painted, 
streamers were hanging from the ceil-
ing, folks had drawn on the walls (it’s 
encouraged!) and multimedia videos 
were looping in a corner opposite a 
huge, sprawling scroll draped over 
purposefully toppled furniture. Artists 
were encouraged to submit any type of 
media they desired, from Tiktok vid-
eos to coloring books. None 
of the art is for sale, but 
attendees can learn about 
the artists, follow them on 
social media and purchase 
their other works online, 
thanks to QR code links 
on the labels. DeJoy thinks 
the artists felt empowered 
to share a more vulnerable 
side of themselves knowing 
they would get their work back. 

Despite the heavy subject matter, the 
art is not all doom and gloom — there 
are as many artistic representations of 
the pandemic as there are ways we all 
coped with it. Some of the art is concep-
tual, like the poem and ticket “DNR,” 
by Dolly Sen, who questions madness 
and mental health. Some of the art is 
literal — Connie Manna’s painting of 
shadowy figures on an empty theater 
stage unexpectedly brought me to tears. 

Some of the work is resolute — a chil-
dren’s book about race and the South 
that Felicia Taylor E. finished during 
the pandemic helped her connect with 
her mind, spirit and community. Some 
of the art offers bittersweet humor, like 
the painting “Birthday Selfie,” by Dana 
Ellyn. But all of the work — absolutely 
all of it — is beautiful. 

DeJoy doesn’t see the monumental 
exhibit making any kind of big pro-
nouncement. The experience is simply 
too vast to offer a coherent lesson. 

“Creativity is a way to respond to life 
events and to tragedy. We want people 
to expand the stories they are telling 

about the pandemic and to 
be inspired to make some-
thing,” she said.

When the pandemic shut 
down the country in 2020, 
DeJoy’s MSU classes shift-
ed online “overnight,” she 
said, snapping her fingers. 
The new virtual reality was 
grim, and her students were 
clearly scared and isolated. 

DeJoy changed up an assignment by 
asking students to flex their creativity, 
and she was blown away by what they 
came up with. She was surprised by 
how simply inviting creativity into the 
situation fostered deeper connections 
in the online environment. 

“I became interested in how my stu-
dents were using creativity to cope. 
There is a gap between the self-expres-
sion that is possible with creative work 
and the time it takes you to catch up 

to what is really going on. As a poet, I 
understood this,” she said. 

She began incorporating more cre-
ativity into her classroom as a way to 
“include conversations about the real-
ity of the pandemic without compro-
mising my commitment to their aca-
demic success.” 

In collaboration with two other 
professors, DeJoy was awarded a $3 
million grant from the Mellon Foun-
dation, in part to curate and mount 
this exhibition. The selection commit-
tee has managed the unimaginable, 
stitching together a unique archive of 
pandemic art that has touched every 
continent (yes, even Antarctica!) and 
prioritized equity in the process. The 
result? A work of global significance is 
on display — and I cannot stress this 
enough — in Frandor. 

Many community members visited 
the old Sears building to receive their 
COVID-19 vaccine. I went to Dwight 
Rich School of the Arts, but I imagine 
the experience was similar: I was fear-
ful of the dystopia of it all, but I was 
overwhelmingly grateful for the vol-
unteers who took such excellent care 
of us. This exhibition takes similar 
care, which presents the opportunity to 
make yet another life-changing memo-
ry at Sears and to reflect on this incred-
ible, never-ending moment in history.

“Creativity in the 
Time of COVID-19: 
Art for Equity and 
Social Justice”
Through April 30
Multiple locations — visit 
artequitylansing.com for 
more info

Chelsea Lake Roberts/for City Pulse

Exhibition and Capital City Film Festival staff transformed the old Frandor Sears store into a large gallery space that holds more 
than 200 pieces of art from around the globe.

Chelsea Lake Roberts/for City Pulse

Despite the heavy subject matter, the art 
featured in the exhibit is not all doom and 
gloom. A hand-painted plague mask with 
Louis Vuitton branding and an N95 respi-
rator is one piece that offers levity.



10 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • April 12, 2023

The origin of 420 dates back to the
1970s, but the term became famous
in the 1990s, when it was published
in High TimesMagazine.

442200 DDAAZZEE420 DAZE
4/19. 4/20. 4/21.

1234 E GRAND RIVER AVE .PINCANNA.COM

CHANCE TO WIN A FFRREEEE OOUUNNCCEEFREE OUNCE

FOR A CANNABIS SWAG BAG (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)SHOP EARLY ON 4.20

CANNA.COM

LE SUPPLIES LOP EARLY ON 4 FOR A CANNABIS SWAG BAG (WHIL4 20

1234 E GRAND RIVER AVE .M

FOR A CANNABIS SWAG BAG (WHIL4.20

DO YOU WANT TO SAVE
SOME TIME THIS 4/20?

ORDER ONLINE

Scan Me!

(while supplies last)

$4.20 Deals

EAST LANSING

By LUCAS HENKEL
Last week, I had the opportunity to 

drive out to Hazel Park and check out 
the inner workings of Michigan’s High 
Times Cannabis Cup. I arrived at the 
packing facility of High Times’ offi-
cial intake partner, GreenPharm, and 
was greeted by a never-ending sea of 
boxes that were filled to the brim with 
THC-infused goodies. Hundreds of 
High Times-branded tie-dye tote bags 
lined the tables as a team of 12 staffers 
carefully packaged each bag with can-
nabis products. 

“This year’s Cannabis Cup People’s 
Choice is the biggest in the competi-
tion’s history. We plan for months and 
spend three weeks before the competi-
tion packing kits,” said Mark Kazinec, 
High Times’ vice president of events 
and competitions. “We’re excited to 
add additional categories this year, like 
Recreational Solvent Gummies and 
Non-Solvent Gummies as well as Medi-
cal Infused Prerolls, and have more par-
ticipating dispensaries than ever before. 
None of this would be possible without 

the help of the dedicated and hardwork-
ing team that spends multiple hours per 
day packing the kits, the brands that are 
excited to participate year after year and 
the folks that help organize the logis-
tics.”  

From mom-and-pop pot shops to 
multi-state operators, everyone is look-
ing to compete for one of the most pres-
tigious awards in the cannabis industry 
and get their products into the hands 
of new customers from across the state. 
This is the fourth Cannabis Cup Peo-
ple’s Choice competition to take place 
in Michigan, and it will include more 
judges and categories than ever before 
— in Michigan or anywhere else in the 
country — featuring 95 brands, 527 
product entries and 115,000 grams 
of cannabis across almost two dozen 
categories. Brands like Local Grove, 
Cannaboys, Pressure Pack, ProGro, Af-
ternoon Delite, Element and Ghostbud-
sters will be back to defend their titles. 
Almost 3,600 kits will be dispersed by 
the competition’s transport partner, JK 

A look inside Michigan’s biggest cannabis competition
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Lucas Henkel/City Pulse 

Mark Kazinec, High Times’ vice president 
of events and competitions, poses with 
a tie-dye judging kit filled to the brim with 
THC-infused goodies.

Lucas Henkel/City Pulse 

From mom-and-pop pot shops to multi-
state operators, almost every weed 
business in Michigan is looking to win a 
Cannabis Cup trophy, one of the most 
prestigious awards in the industry.See Cannabis, Page 19
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04/17 through 04/23

420 420
420 420

FREE BUNDLE BAGS FOR FIRST CUSTOMERS
ON 4/20 AT ALL LOCATIONS

GIVING AWAY A POUND!
16 WINNERS | 16 OUNCES | ALL LOCATIONS

20% O� All
Kush Masters
Hash Rosin

4/$100
Dazed Live Resin
Baller Bucket

4/$100
Dazed Live Resin
Baller Bucket

4/$100
Pro Gro Live Resin
1g Disposable

4/$100
Pro Gro Live Resin
1g Disposable

3/$100
Pro Gro x
Skunkhouse
Rosin 1g
Disposable

Pro Gro Live Resin
3/$100
Pro Gro x
Skunkhouse
Rosin 1g
Disposable

4/$40
Dazed Live Resin
4/$40
Dazed Live Resin

Carts & Concentrates 

Other

Flower

4/$60
Pro Gro
Mix & Match
Reg. Buds

8/$100
Pro Gro
Mix & Match
Reg. Buds

$4.20
Pro Gro
1g Pre-Roll
(Individuals)

10 for $42.00
Pro Gro
1g Pre-Roll
(Bulk Deal)

10 for $42.00 8/$20
Goldkine
1g Pre-Roll
(Non-Infused)

2/$65
Jeeter XL

2/$90
Jeeter Babies
2/$90
Jeeter Babies

2/$65
Jeeter XL

2/$90
Jeeter Babies

8/$20
Goldkine
1g Pre-Roll
(Non-Infused)

2/$65
Jeeter XL
2/$65
Jeeter XL
2/$65
Jeeter XL

8/$20

1g Pre-Roll
(Non-Infused)

2/$65
Jeeter XL

3/$24
Pro Gro 200mg
Gummies

BOGO
Dixie Gummies
BOGO
Dixie Gummies

Buy 2 Get 1
Wyld Gummies

3/$20
Midnight Roots 200mg
Full Moon Coins

2/$20
Northern Lights
2/$20
Northern Lights

CHECK OUT 
PUREOPTIONS.COM
FOR MORE 420 DEALS
For use by individuals 21 years of age or older or registered qualifying patients only.
Keep out of reach of children. It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the 
influence of marijuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.
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25th-Anniversary Special Celebrations
We’re celebrating our 25th anniversary, and you’re invited to join the fun!

Brouse our upcoming events and commemorate this special occasion all year long.

Kickoff Event
Enjoy an evening with jazz music 
by Straight Ahead Trio, delicious 
hors d’oeuvres and more 
(registration required).
Friday, April 28  |  6–8 p.m.
CADL Downtown Lansing
401 S. Capitol Avenue

25th-Anniversary Special Celebrations
We’re celebrating our 25th anniversary, and you’re invited to join the fun!

Brouse our upcoming events and commemorate this special occasion all year long.

Literary Icon
Join us for this once-in-a-lifetime 
visit with award-winning author 
Kwame Alexander.  
Monday, April 17  |  6:30–7:30 p.m.
Everett High School
3900 Stabler Street

Visit cadl.org/25 to learn more. 

Family Event
Join us for an afternoon of magic 
shows and crafts, and register to 
receive a free ice cream treat.
Saturday, April 29  |  1–3:45 p.m.
CADL Downtown Lansing
401 S. Capitol Avenue

CADL x The Poetry Room
Enjoy poetry and performances 
by local poets, including 
Masaki Takahashi and Jahman Hill. 
Saturday, April 29  |  1–4 p.m.
CADL Downtown Lansing
401 S. Capitol Avenue
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Now enrolling
lcc.edu/seriousfunLCC Youth Summer CampsLCC Youth Summer Camps

Sunny days ahead. 

Lansing Community College is an equal opportunity educational institution/employer.

Celebrating Michigan’s large and lively literary community
The 2nd annual Book Issue

Courtesy of Jennifer Martin

Jack Davis; his wife, Sue; and their grandchildren pose in front of Shakespeare and Co. on a family trip to Paris. Jack Davis’ 
rare book collection sold for $718,750 at auction, and his wife has been donating the proceeds to Lansing-area charities. 

By BILL CASTANIER
Most Lansing residents knew the 

late Jack Davis and his spouse, Sue, 
through their generous philanthropic 
gifts to organizations like the Lansing 
Symphony Orchestra, Fenner Nature 
Center, Lansing Promise and numer-
ous other cultural institutions. 

You may have crossed paths with 
Davis, who died at 80 in 2020. He 
served on numerous task forces, like 
the blue ribbon panel that persuaded 
General Motors to construct assembly 
plants in Lansing and Delta Township 
and Pave the Way, the community 
group that told the story of the impact 
of Interstate 496. 

If you were lucky, you got to talk 
with Davis about another one of his 
passions: his collection of first-edition 
novels, which included everything 
from Sartre to Kerouac. 

In 2022, his philanthropy and bib-
liomania came together when his wife 
began to quietly donate the proceeds 
from an online auction of his collec-
tion to more than 30 Lansing organi-
zations and charities. 

The majority of his large and eclec-
tic book collection was either auc-
tioned off or given as a gift to Michi-
gan State University Libraries, but his 

family members kept some books that 
held special memories. 

Greg Davis, his son, vividly recalls 
his father dragging him to bookstores 
while they traveled across the world. 
His reward is a collection of “James 
Bond” first editions, which he trea-
sures. 

His daughter, Jennifer Martin, was 
drawn to the many plays she attend-
ed with the family. She 
kept books like “Waiting 
for Godot,” a produc-
tion that Jack and Sue 
Davis sponsored at the 
now-defunct BoarsHead 
Theater in Lansing. 

“I saved some plays 
that were meaningful 
to me, including plays 
by Harold Pinter and 
‘Brighton Beach Memoirs,’ by Neil Si-
mon,” she said.

Greg Davis said his father was first 
attracted to book collecting after tak-
ing an interest in Jean-Paul Sartre 
and other existentialists. Later, he was 
drawn to books like Albert Camus’ 
“The Stranger.” 

A quick look at the results of the 
auction represents the breadth of his 
collection. The total collection sold for 

$718,750 and included quality copies 
of 19th- and 20th-century literature, 
such as a first edition of Mark Twain’s 
“The Adventures of Tom Sawyer,” 
which gaveled out at $18,750; John 
Steinbeck’s “Cup of Gold,” which sold 
for $18,750; T. S. Eliot’s “The Waste 
Land” which went for $17,500; and 
Ernest Hemingway’s first American 
edition of “In Our Time,” which sold 

for $17,500. 
“Jack was interested in 

so many things, and not 
superficially. He delved 
into it,” Sue Davis said.

First editions of Thomas 
Wolfe’s “Look Homeward, 
Angel,” Hunter S. Thomp-
son’s “Hell’s Angels,” Sim-
one de Beauvoir’s “The 
Second Sex” and Kurt 

Vonnegut’s “The Sirens of Titan” 
were also auctioned off.

One of Jack Davis’ highlights was 
a first edition of George Orwell’s 
“Nineteen Eighty-Four,” which sold 
for $5,938. 

The family was especially proud 
of his political collection, which fea-
tured autographs from several pres-
idents, including Abraham Lincoln. 

Davis also collected books by ma-

jor Black authors, including James 
Baldwin’s “Notes of a Native Son,” 
W.E.B. Du Bois’ “Darkwater,” Rich-
ard Wright’s “Native Son,” Toni 
Morrison’s “Sula” and Alice Walker’s 
“The Color Purple.” One particular 
book, “Not Without Laughter,” by 
Langston Hughes, sold for $5,313. 

“The fine Library of Jack Charles 
Davis included works that were a 
testament to the collector’s rich in-
terests in theater, existential philos-
ophy, literature, architecture, art, 
history and politics. The collection 
resonated strongly with collectors 
and saw tremendous bidding activ-
ity,” said Gretchen Hause, vice pres-
ident and senior specialist of books 
and manuscripts for Hindman Auc-
tioneers, the company that sold the 
collection.

If hearing about Davis’ collection 
whets your appetite for book col-
lecting, be sure to attend the 74th 
Michigan Antiquarian Book & Pa-
per Show on April 30. Many area 
collectors developed their passion 
for books when they bought their 
first antique novel at Michigan’s old-
est continually running book show, 
which will feature scores of booksell-
ers from across the state and country. 

Book collector’s philanthropic legacy continues

Michigan Antiquarian 
Book & Paper Show
April 30
9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Causeway Bay Hotel & 
Convention Center
6820 S. Cedar St., Lansing
curiousbooks.com



By LAWRENCE COSENTINO 

People love animals. People love books. 
Books about animals — even Gila 

monsters — should get twice the love. 
A new exhibit at Michigan State Uni-

versity’s Special Collections Main Li-
brary Gallery satisfies two of humanity’s 
most enduring passions, drawing on one 
of the richest collections of books about 
veterinary medicine in the world. 

It took nearly a year for Andrea Kepsel, 
with the help of a team of book conserva-
tors and in-house graphic artists, to cu-
rate and coordinate “The Human Animal 
Bond.”

As MSU Libraries’ health sciences li-
brarian, Kepsel helps students and re-
searchers find what they need for their 
courses and projects. 

She wanted to treat library visitors to 
a glimpse of the strange and exquisite 
books tucked into the Veterinary Med-
icine Historical Collection, the largest 
such collection in Michigan, with more 
than 1,400 items. 

Fine bindings, creamy paper and viv-
idly detailed illustrations trace the histo-
ry of human interactions with animals, 
from agriculture to horsemanship to the 
relatively recent practice of drafting ani-
mals into service as companions.  

A lavish treatise by French veterinary 
surgeon Claude Bourgelat, founder of 
the world’s first veterinary school in 1761, 
marks the beginnings of vet science as it’s 
known today. 

“Before that, anyone could call them-
selves a veterinary surgeon,” Kepsel said. 
“His work called for a systematic educa-
tion.” 

The exhibit is unique partly because 
there just aren’t that many veterinary 
schools around. MSU is home to the 
only college of veterinary medicine in 
Michigan, and there are only 30 or so vet 

By BILL CASTANIER
 The song “Never Been to 

Spain” came to mind as I 
talked with author Bonnie Jo 
Campbell about her writing 
career and upcoming keynote 
speech at A Rally of Writers on 
Saturday (April 15). She was 
packing up belongings at her 
home in rural Comstock for 
an author event in Barcelona.  

“ N o b o d y 
knows me 
here, but all 
five of my 
books are 
wildly popular 
in Spain,” she 
said. 

That’s not 
exactly true, 
but it has been nearly 12 
years since she published 
her last novel, “Once Upon 
a River,” about a 16-year-old 
runaway who takes to the 
river in search of her mother. 
The protagonist, Margo, is 
a self-sufficient, gun-toting, 
Annie Oakley-type charac-
ter who defies all odds. The 
book was made into a movie 
in 2019.  

Campbell became known 
for her Michigan-themed 
post-industrial noir style of 
writing in 2009, when she 
published “American Sal-
vage,” a collection of short 
stories, to critical acclaim. It 
was a finalist for the National 
Book Award. 

With Campbell’s success 
and clear penchant for writ-

ing, the audience 
at Saturday’s event 
might be surprised 
at the topic of her 
keynote. 

“I’m going to tell 
the participants 
why they shouldn’t 
write a novel,” 
she said. “It’s only 

somewhat tongue in cheek. 
Writing a novel takes a big 
chunk of your life, and you 
have to spend all of your time 
in service to writing the nov-
el.” 

Michigan State University 
Press will also release a new 
book about Campbell’s work 
at the event, titled “Michigan 
Salvage: The Fiction of Bon-
nie Jo Campbell.” The book is 

a collection of scholarly essays 
on Campbell’s work, examin-
ing everything from class and 
gender to poverty and addic-
tion. It’s meant to be used 

by teachers 
and con-
tains les-
son plans 
and writing 
prompts for 
students to 
follow.

“The rally 
is a big deal 
for Lansing, 
and every-
one leaves 
so fired up,” 

Campbell said.
She said her next book, 

which is set to release Oct. 
6, is “very Michigan, inter-
twined with Americana.” 

“It’s about a family of in-
dependent swamp women 
who make their own trou-
ble, and men with guns who 
make trouble for them,” she 
said. “It takes place in a pre-
cell phone world and has a 
large dollop of guns and rat-
tlesnakes, particularly the 
Michigan massasauga rat-
tler. And, of course, there’s 
a preacher involved. It’s an 
epic book compared to my 
usual style.” 
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Celebrating Michigan 
Notable Books!
schulerbooks.com/

michigan-notable-books
+

Record Store Day
Exclusive Vinyl & 
Special Releases

Saturday, April 22  
+

Independent 
Bookstore Day

Exclusives & Giveaways
Saturday, April 29  

Stay Rad and 
Keep Reading!

1982 W Grand River Ave
Meridian Mall

Okemos, MI 48864
SchulerBooks.com

By BILL CASTANIER

Since 1991, the Michigan Week celebration in 
May has showcased books about Michigan or books 
by Michigan authors to promote the rich talents of 
Michigan writers and the state’s unique sense of 
place. 

In 2009, The Library of Michigan and the Library 
of Michigan Foundation began hosting an annual 
Night for Notables, a dedicated celebration honor-
ing recently published, Michigan-related books se-
lected as the best of the best by a panel of judges, in-
cluding librarians and journalists. (Full disclosure: 
I serve on that panel.) 

This year, more than 15 of the award 
winners will be in attendance to talk 
with guests and sign books. Tickets 
are $50 and include light snacks and 
beverages. To reserve your seat, visit li-
braryofmichiganfoundation.com.

“The books and authors represent 
the diverse tapestry of subject matter 
that Michigan offers to inspire writers, and every-
one will find something of interest that speaks to 
their experiences,” State Librarian Randy Riley said.

The event features speeches from the past year’s 

winners and a keynote speech from someone who 
previously won the award. Speakers have included 
everyone from former Gov. William G. Milliken to 
Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winners, 
including Richard Ford, Jaimy Gordon and Wayne 
Kramer.

This year’s keynote speaker is two-time award 
winner Karen Dionne, whose book “The Marsh 
King’s Daughter” became an immediate bestseller 
when it was released in 2017. The gripping thriller 
is set in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and involves a 
father and daughter who are on the hunt for each 
other. A film based on the book is set to be released 

this year, starring Daisy Ridley, Ben 
Mendelsohn and Garrett Hedlund.

“I watched a cut of it nine times,” 
Dionne said. “The scenery is gorgeous, 
and the acting is fabulous.”

Dionne said her keynote will touch 
on “my journey to publication, my love 
of the UP and the joy I find in writing. 
My message will be to not give up and 

to not be afraid to try something new.”
Dionne’s writing career began with two environ-

mental thrillers that were the kind of edge-of-your-
seat stories that are still popular. She then pivot-

Comstock author delivers unique 
keynote at writer’s conference

Two-time winner to headline Michigan’s biggest book event of the year

Courtesy of Bonnie Jo Campbell

Author Bonnie Jo Campbell’s keynote speech at A Rally of 
Writers will focus on the reasons guests shouldn’t write a nov-
el.

A Rally of Writers 
Saturday, April 15 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Lansing Community College 
West Campus Conference 
Center
5708 Cornerstone Drive, 
Lansing 
arallyofwriters.wordpress.
com 

Night for Notables
April 22
5:30-9 p.m.
Library of Michigan
702 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing
libraryofmichiganfoundation.
com
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Rare book display at MSU links humans and animals  
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schools in the United States.  
Also included in the exhibit is an infa-

mous book Kepsel described as “the sin-
gle most damaging work in 
veterinary literature,” a half-
baked compendium of rem-
edies for horse diseases by 
early 17th-century English 
poet and dilettante Gervase 
Markham. 

“His crude and disgust-
ing remedies kept on coming up for two 
centuries in veterinary literature,” Kepsel 
said. “By the 1800s, it petered out.”  

Beside it is a book on the care of hors-
es by Carlo Ruini, the father of equine 
anatomy. The etchings in the book, also 

by the author, are so exquisite that they 
have been mistakenly attributed to Leon-
ardo da Vinci. 

An 1811 collection of essays 
contains one of the earliest 
known essays on fishing, “A 
Treatyse of Fysshynge wyth 
an Angle,” written in 1496 
by English prioress Juliana 
Berners. 

Judging by the fearsome 
assortment of hooks, blades, hammers 
and other fish-killing implements in the 
displayed illustration, Berners was not 
your easygoing, catch-and-release sort of 
angler. 

“Another reason it stood out was that 

it’s credited to a woman, and you don’t 
see that a lot,” Kepsel said of the essay. 

Most of the graphics on display are in 
black and white because color plates fade 
when they’re exposed to light. The books 
are set at a relaxed angle and fortified 
with nearly invisible straps to minimize 
stress on the bindings.  

Each book in the exhibit rewards scru-
tiny as a work of art, but Kepsel has also 
taken care to put them in context. 

She traces a direct line from Nicho-
las Cox’s “The Gentleman’s Recreation,” 
a 1674 treatise on “hunting, hawking, 
fowling, fishing” while preserving “the 
King’s Forest,” to modern-day conserva-
tion movements. 

“Hunters and fishermen have been 
some of the biggest drivers behind some 
of our conservation laws,” she said. 

Kepsel tells the story of the human-an-
imal bond in harmony with the One 
Health approach to medicine — that the 
health of animals, humans and the envi-
ronment are inextricably linked. 

But the message never detracts from 
the visual feast. Kessel chose to display 
“The Bee-Keeper’s Guide: Or, Manual 
of the Apiary” (1883), by Michigan Ag-
ricultural College Professor Albert John 
Cook, not just because it’s one of the first 
textbooks on beekeeping.  

“I pulled that one out because the 
binding is so beautiful,” she said.  

The elegant little book is embossed 
with an exquisite golden bee. 

The bee books belong here. MSU’s vet 
school is a leading center in the growing 
field of bee health research. 

“There’s even a bee club,” Kepsel said. 
“There are beehives on the green roof of 
Bailey Hall.” 

“The Flying Nation: The Story of the 
Bees,” a gorgeously illustrated 1952 chil-
dren’s book by Dorothy Crowder, with 
illustrations by Helen Haywood, tells the 

story of a bee colony over the course of a 
year. A lush color illustration depicts bees 
busily pollinating a stand of purple and 
white crocuses — a tableau Lansing-area 
gardeners are already starting to enjoy in 
real life with the coming of spring. 

The bee books come from the Ray 
Stannard Baker Bee Collection, another 
magic closet tucked into MSU Libraries’ 
collections. Baker, its founding donor, 
was a Pulitzer Prize-winning author and 
alumnus of Michigan Agricultural Col-
lege. Besides being a beekeeper, he was 
an adviser to President Woodrow Wilson 
and a widely respected progressive com-
mentator on race relations in America.  

The exhibit is not without a touch of 
whimsy. Library visitors who pause to in-
spect the books on farming will be gently 
serenaded by moos, squawks and other 
barnyard sounds from a discreet dome 
speaker overhead. 

The second half of the exhibit shows 
how publishers have lavished attention 
on a wide variety of companion animals, 
from dogs and cats to birds and lizards. 
One tome is opened to reveal a lovingly 
rendered Gila monster. 

“For a long time, a lot of the written in-
formation on animal care and health fo-
cused on livestock — animals you needed 
to make a living,” Kepsel said. “It wasn’t 
until the late 1800s or early 1900s that 
you saw somebody who wanted a rabbit, 
for example, as part of the family, just for 
the sake of having a rabbit.” 

Kepsel doesn’t just talk the talk. She 
loves all kinds of animals and has a chin-
chilla named Walter at home. 

“It is the softest fur you will ever feel,” 
she said. “He’s not so cuddly, though. 
He’s a rodent. But he’s very intelligent and 
curious.” 
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Congratulations to 
our Michigan Notable 
Book Award authors!

2022 winners

Pewabic Pottery
The American Arts and 

Crafts Movement 
Expressed in Clay

By Thomas W. Brunk

Day of Days
By John Smolens

2023 winner
We Kept Our
Towns Going

The Gossard Girls of
 Michigan's Upper Peninsula

By Phyllis Michael Wong

Available for purchase at MSUPress.org

winners and a keynote speech from someone who 
previously won the award. Speakers have included 
everyone from former Gov. William G. Milliken to 
Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winners, 
including Richard Ford, Jaimy Gordon and Wayne 
Kramer.

This year’s keynote speaker is two-time award 
winner Karen Dionne, whose book “The Marsh 
King’s Daughter” became an immediate bestseller 
when it was released in 2017. The gripping thriller 
is set in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and involves a 
father and daughter who are on the hunt for each 
other. A film based on the book is set to be released 

this year, starring Daisy Ridley, Ben 
Mendelsohn and Garrett Hedlund.

“I watched a cut of it nine times,” 
Dionne said. “The scenery is gorgeous, 
and the acting is fabulous.”

Dionne said her keynote will touch 
on “my journey to publication, my love 
of the UP and the joy I find in writing. 
My message will be to not give up and 

to not be afraid to try something new.”
Dionne’s writing career began with two environ-

mental thrillers that were the kind of edge-of-your-
seat stories that are still popular. She then pivot-

ed to writing more personal novels with the same 
hair-raising theme of survival. 

Her next book is set in Grand Marais and involves 

a previously unknown granddaughter of Ernest 
Hemingway who accidentally discovers she’s related 
to the famous author. 

Two-time winner to headline Michigan’s biggest book event of the year

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse 

Andrea Kepsel, MSU Libraries’ health sciences librarian, curated an exhibit of rare 
books that explore the bond between animals and humans, on display at the school’s 
Main Library.

Courtesy of Karen Dionne

Karen Dionne, a two-time winner of the Michigan Notable Book award and author of “The Marsh King’s 
Daughter,” which is being adapted into a movie, will deliver the keynote speech at this year’s Night for 
Notables.

“The Human Animal 
Bond”
MSU Special Collections Main 
Library Gallery 
Through May 7 
lib.msu.edu 

Bindings and bonds 
Rare book display at MSU links humans and animals  



Courtesy of Michael Zadoorian

Michael Zadoorian, the author of several novels, including “The Leisure Seeker,” 
which was made into a movie starring Helen Mirren and Donald Sutherland, is the 
winner of the 2022 Michigan Author Award.

16 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • April 12, 2023

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING(S)
EAST LANSING BUILDING BOARD OF APPEALS

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearings to be held by the East Lansing 
Building Board of Appeals on Thursday, 4/27/2023 at 7:00 p.m., East Lansing City Hall, 410 
Abbot Road, Conference Room A, Second Floor, East Lansing, Michigan 48823:

1. A public hearing that was TABLED will be held to consider new information of an 
appeal from Gary Dods, owner of the property at 351 Bailey St. who was 
requesting a variance on the basement bedroom ceiling height to create another 
rental unit.

2015 Michigan Residential Code

R305.1 Minimum height. Habitable space, hallways and portions of basements containing 
these spaces shall have a ceiling height of not less than 7 feet (2134 mm). Bathrooms, toilet 
rooms and laundry rooms shall have a ceiling height of not less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm).

Exceptions:

1. For rooms with sloped ceilings, the required floor area of the room shall have a ceiling 
height of not less than 5 feet (1524 mm) and not less than 50 percent of the required floor 
area shall have a ceiling height of not less than 7 feet (2134 mm). 

2. The ceiling height above bathroom and toilet room fixtures shall be such that the fixture is 
capable of being used for its intended purpose. A shower or tub equipped with a showerhead 
shall have a ceiling height of not less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm) above an area of not 
less than 30 inches (762 mm) by 30 inches (762 mm) at the showerhead.

3. Beams, girders, ducts or other obstructions in basements containing habitable space shall 
be permitted to project to within 6 feet 4 inches (1931 mm) of the
finished floor. 

R305.1.1 Basements. Portions of basements that do not contain habitable space or hallways 
shall have a ceiling height of not less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm). 

Exception: At beams, girders, ducts or other obstructions,
the ceiling height shall be not less than 6 feet 4 inches (1931 mm) from the finished floor.

2. A public hearing that was TABLED will be held to re-consider an appeal of 
Andrew Kraft of DTN Management Company for the property at 1547 N. 
Hagadorn Rd, Stone Ridge Apartments, to reconsider a code official decision 

regarding a change to a significant amount of electrical wiring to effectively meet the 
code requirement regarding receptacles placed over baseboard heaters.

2006 International Property Maintenance Code 

Sec.604.3. Electrical System Hazards 
Where it is found the electrical systems in a structure constitutes a hazard to the occupants 
or the structure by reason of inadequate service, improper fusing, insufficient receptacle and 
lighting outlets, improper wiring or installation, deterioration, or damage, or for similar  
reason, the code official shall require the defects to be corrects to eliminate the hazard. 

Sec. 604.1. Mechanical Appliances
All mechanical appliances, fireplaces, solid fuel-burning appliances, cooking appliances and 
water heating appliances shall be properly installed and maintained in a safe working 
condition and shall be capable of performing the intended function.   

Sec. 110.3 Examination, Identification, Installation, Use, and List-ing (Product Certification) of 
Equipment.  
(B) Installation and Use. Listed or labeled equipment shall; be installed and used in 
accordance with any instructions included in the listing or labeling.

For more information on the request please contact Scott Weaver at (517) 319-6810 or 
sweaver@cityofeastlansing.com. Materials related to the request are available for viewing at 
the Department of Planning, Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm. Written 
comments may be sent prior to the public hearing to the Building Board of Appeals, City of 
East Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to 
bba@cityofeastlansing.com.  

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must 
contact the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6920 
(TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

Marie Wicks
Interim City Clerk 

CP#23-080
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No longer last in the lineup
By BILL CASTANIER

Michael Zadoorian has spent a life-
time saddled with a last name that 
starts with the letter “Z.” 

“Growing up, going to school, we 
were always seated alphabetically, and 
me and Billy Zimmerman were always 
at the back of the room next to the win-
dow,” he said.

Despite his last initial, Zadoorian re-
cently jumped to the head of his class 
when he was named the recipient of 
the Library of Michigan’s 2022 Mich-
igan Author Award. He will receive the 
award at a special ceremony and dinner 
at the Library of Michigan in August. 

The Michigan Author Award recog-
nizes significant Michigan authors for 
their lifetime literary achievements. 
Previous winners include Elmore 
Leonard, Jim Harrison, Bonnie Jo 
Campbell and Gloria Whelan.  

Zadoorian has published several 
novels and a collection of short stories. 
His earliest works, “Second Hand” and 
“The Lost Tiki Palaces of Detroit,” be-
came cult favorites in the Motor City. 
The books are funny and poignant and 
delve into the lives of antique pickers 
and urban spelunkers.  

His 2009 book, “The Leisure Seek-
er,” which was inspired by his parents 
and follows an aging couple on their 
final cross-country trip, propelled his 
literary career when it was made into a 
movie starring Helen Mirren and Don-

ald Sutherland. 
In a normal world, the successes of 

the novel and the film would’ve been 
Zadoorian’s ticket to fame, but that 
wasn’t how things played out. He fol-
lowed up with “Beautiful Music” in 
2018 and “The Narcissism of Small 
Differences” in 2020, about a De-
troit-area couple whose marriage is go-
ing through a rough patch. They were 
solid books but didn’t catch on. 

He has since completed two manu-

scripts. 
“It’s another dry spell, and I hav-

en’t been able to sell them,” he said.  
“Friends ask me if I’ve got writer’s 
block.” 

He recently began working on a nov-
el that serves as a predecessor to “The 
Leisure Seeker” and is based on the 
letters his father wrote to his mother 
during World War II. 

“It just felt right to me. It takes place 
50 years earlier than ‘The Leisure Seek-

er,’ he said. “It’s funny, tragic and was a 
lot of fun to do.” 

“Fun” is an operative word for Za-
doorian. Over the last couple of years, 
he has hosted a weekly radio show, 
“Retro Groove,” on a small Detroit sta-
tion. 

In March, he featured songs that 
speak to Detroit, like all three versions 
of “Detroit City,” Johnny Cash’s “One 
Piece at a Time” and “Henry Ford” 
from the Broadway musical “Ragtime,” 
which is based on E.L. Doctorow’s 
book of the same name. 

He had the idea for the program 
while doing research for “Beautiful 
Music,” which is about an aging DJ. 

Zadoorian said the Michigan Author 
Award was a “neat thing to happen, 
and it came at a time I had taken a lot 
of body blows.” 

He believes the award speaks to oth-
er Detroit writers as well.

“Detroit is so underappreciated, and 
it’s important its creatives are heard. 
It’s underrepresented and misinter-
preted,” he said. 

For example, he was disappointed 
that the lead characters in the film ad-
aptation of “The Leisure Seeker” were 
portrayed as being from Boston instead 
of Detroit, as it was originally written. 

He hopes the award will uproot the 
school seating chart, like the few days 
during the school year when the teach-
er announced, “We will start at the end 
of the alphabet.” 
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Join East Lansing Public Library for a night of fun!
The East Lansing Public Library's annual fundraiser is back in person for the first time

since 2019! Join us for a silent auction, food, beer & wine, music, and more.
This year is extra special because it's our 100th anniversary!

You're Invited!

Books, Bites & Bids is celebrated during
National Library Week. This year's theme is

"There's More to the Story." Libraries are a place
to share stories, knowledge, innovation, creativity,
and human connection. ELPL has so much to offer:

a Library of Things, a Maker Studio, exceptional
programming, technology, digital resources, and

more. Best of all, we do it for free!

Friday, April 28
5:30-8:30pm

Tickets: $70 per couple/family
$35 per individual

For more information, visit elpl.org.
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By BILL CASTANIER
The sun had barely risen when I spoke 

with author and poet Kwame Alexander 
in late March. It seemed appropriate. His 
message is about the power of words and 
letting the sun shine in on what can be un-
comfortable topics. 

His new book, “An American Story,” 
about the enduring legacy of slavery, could 
be a prime candidate for being banned in 
some states.   

But that’s not why he wrote it. The 
book was inspired by an uncomfortable 
incident that happened in his now-high-
school-age daughter’s fourth-grade class 
and is meant to be a primer for parents, 
children and teachers on how the history 

of slavery is taught. 
“When my daughter was in fourth 

grade, a teacher was going over a lesson 
plan on the history of the 13 colonies, and 
a girl in her class said, ‘You can all be my 
slaves,’” he said. “The teacher had everyone 
apologize to each other and moved on. I 
scheduled a meeting with her, and when 
we started to talk, she began crying. She 
didn’t know how to teach about slavery. 
That’s when I decided to write the book. If 
we’re going to deal with the history of slav-
ery, we have to acknowledge that we have 
to be better in the future.” 

In the book, Alexander uses poetry to 
explore the history of slavery. He begins by 
asking the simple question, “How do you 

tell a story that starts in Africa and ends 
in horror?” 

It’s uncomfortable to read, but Alex-
ander’s poetry rises above the horror. He 
ends the book by answering his question: 
“You do it by being brave enough to lift 
your voice — by holding history in one 
hand and clenching hope in 
the other.” 

That message is underlined 
by the exquisite and daring 
artwork of Dare Coulter, an 
award-winning artist from 
North Carolina whose work 
with Alexander will certainly 
elevate her already meteoric 
rise. In 2016, she illustrated the children’s 
alphabet book “My N.C. from A-Z,” which 
highlights notable African American indi-
viduals in North Carolina’s history. 

The cover of “An American Story” shows 
an African American seamstress either cre-
ating or repairing an American Flag, and it 
pulls you into the journey of learning. 

That’s the journey that Alexander has 
been on since his parents, a book publish-
er and a teacher, instilled in him the love of 
words and reading. 

“I read a lot of books until I was 14 or 
15, and then I began to get bored,” he said. 
“Years later, I was in the garage when I 
found this book without a jacket, and on 
the cover, it said, ‘The Greatest.’”

The book was a biography of Muham-
mad Ali by Walter Dean Myers.

“I began reading it and couldn’t put 
it down. It reinvigorated within me the 
power of words,” Alexander said.

Much later in his career, he revisited his 

love for Ali when he co-wrote a book with 
powerhouse author James Patterson. 

“He’s a student of Muhammad (Ali) 
and sports in general. He’s a machine. He 
turns it out but is also so very thoughtful, 
smart and creative,” Alexander said. “We’d 
go back and forth. He’d write a chapter, I’d 

write a chapter. At some point, 
I suggested some changes. He 
wrote a polite note saying, ‘You 
don’t criticize bestselling au-
thors’ and signed it, ‘Love, Jim.’ 
The cool thing was when the 
book came out, he’d made the 
changes.” 

Alexander will visit Lansing 
on Monday (April 17) for a book talk at 
Everett High School. The message of his 
speech is simple.  

“Words matter, books are cool, and po-
etry is a sure way to show the power of 
words and to get kids to want to read,” he 
said. 

Scott Duinstra, executive director of the 
Capital Area District Library, said that 
Alexander’s appearance “marks us get-
ting back to pre-COVID times, when we 
were bringing in noted authors in person. 
This appearance is especially important 
because of our focus on early childhood 
literacy.”

He mentioned that, somewhat ironi-
cally, James Patterson’s “Maximum Ride” 
series was recently banned by Florida’s 
Martin County School District. 

Alexander said book banning is “not a 
new thing for the Black community.”

“I went through school without ever 
seeing a Black book,” he said.

Courtesy of Kwame Alexander

Author and poet Kwame Alexander’s latest book, “An American Story,” is meant 
to be a primer for parents, children and teachers on how the history of slavery 
is taught. He will discuss the book and its messages at Everett High School on 
Monday (April 17).

Award-winning writer pens powerful poetry book

“An American 
Story” book 
discussion
Monday, April 17
6:30 p.m.
Everett High School
3900 Stabler St., Lansing
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internationally acclaimed director and pro-
ducer Phyllida Lloyd. Turner is portrayed 
in four of Wharton’s eight performances 
by Zurin Villanueva (and by Naomi Rod-
gers in the other four), and both fans and 
critics are gushing over her performance. 
“I’ve rarely heard an audience with this 
mighty a roar,” The New York Times wrote, 
while People Magazine dubbed the musi-
cal “euphoric, moving and totally joyous.”

The show invites fans to celebrate an 
unrelenting woman who dared to dream 
fi ercely, shattered barriers and conquered 
the music industry against all odds. Set to a 
career-spanning soundtrack of her most be-
loved singles, this event is perfect for both 
Broadway buff s and music afi cionados. 

‘Blues champions’ head to Old Town
As a blues musician, you often have to 

live the life you sing about in your songs, 
and Asamu Johnson and The Associates 
of The Blues indeed walk the walk. The 
group has opened big shows for legends 
like Koko Taylor while also gigging at 

countless intimate clubs, like the band’s 
upcoming show at UrbanBeat in Old Town.

For this group of two-time West Mich-
igan Blues Society International Blues 
Challenge champions, keeping authentic 
blues alive while making fans smile and 
dance is its primary goal. Johnson and his 
bandmates, Adam McMillian, CC Woods, 
Da’Veonce Washington, Mike Howe Sr. 
and Mike Howe Jr., are skilled, experienced 
musicians with a captivating presence — 
and have performed at prestigious venues 
across the map. From Buddy Guy’s Leg-
ends bar in Chicago to Teddy’s Juke Joint 
in Louisiana, these vets have seen it all. 

McMillian and Johnson met as teens in 
the 1970s. The duo played together in The 

Funka Sonics 
and experi-
enced regional 
success while 
opening for 
major acts like 
The Tempta-
tions, Nara-
da Michael 
Walden and 
Carl Carlton. 
Soon after, 
Woods, an 
R&B musician, 
met Johnson, 

who encouraged him to continue playing. 
After McMillian took a musical hiatus in the 
‘80s and moved to California, he returned 
to Michigan in the ‘90s and reconnected 
with Johnson. The rest is blues history.

Featuring: 
Irina Akulenko

s

What’s Broadway got to do with it?
When you pair soulful 1980s-era pop 

hits “What’s Love Got to Do with It” and 
“Private Dancer” with 1966’s “River Deep, 
Mountain High” and 1973’s “Nutbush City 
Limits,” what you get is one of the most 
astonishingly dynamic discographies ever 
cut to wax. 

Since her 1957 debut, Tina Turner has 
won 12 Grammy awards and sold millions 
of concert tickets. In fact, she has sold 
more tickets than any other solo performer 
in music history. Now, that legacy is head-

ed to the Wharton Center via a musical. 
An uplifting comeback story like no 

other, “Tina — The Tina Turner Musical” 
portrays the rousing journey of a woman 
who broke barriers and became the queen 
of rock ‘n’ roll. While the 1993 biopic fi lm 
“What’s Love Got to Do with It” showcased 
her abusive marriage with Ike Turner, this 
is the fi rst time her brave life and music 
have been showcased on Broadway.

Featuring her beloved catalog of songs, 
“Tina” was written by Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning playwright Katori Hall and directed by 

‘Tina’ and Asamu Johnson bring the soul and blues

The places to be for R&B

Asamu Johnson and 
The Associates of The 
Blues
Saturday, April 15

UrbanBeat

1213 Turner St., Lansing

Doors: 5 p.m.

Show: 8-11 p.m. 

$20, $15 in advance, $10 
with student ID

urbanbeatevents.com

“Tina — The Tina Turner Musical”
April 18-23

7:30 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday

8 p.m. Friday-Saturday

2 p.m. Saturday

1 and 6:30 p.m. Sunday

Wharton Center Cobb Great Hall

Tickets from $39 (MSU students $29)

whartoncenter.com
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA!

How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 
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the time? 
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15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
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fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
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trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 
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style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
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it. This album in particular is actually 
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Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
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Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
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Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 

Courtesy of Matthew Murphy and Evan Zimmerman

Zurin Villanueva performs the title role in 
“Tina — The Tina Turner Musical.”

Courtesy photo

Asamu Johnson and The Associates of 
The Blues will take over UrbanBeat this 
weekend. 

Logix, and sold at 33 dispensaries and 
retailers around the state on Saturday 
(April 15).

“I had to create 690 manifests for 
this competition. That’s basically al-
most 700 compliant delivery routes to 
licensed retailers throughout the state,” 
said Joey Posney, director of competi-
tions and events. “It’s a lot, but it’s really 
exciting stuff ”.

After purchasing a judging kit, folks 
can access the online judging portal 
through the Cannabis Cup website. 
They’re expected to provide extensive 
feedback on each of the products in 
their selected category. Kazinec hopes 
that providing detailed information 
about each judge’s experience with a 
specific product will help better the can-
nabis scene in Michigan overall.

“We want to know exactly what each 
judge thought about each product. We 
want to know how everything tastes, 
how it smells, how it burns, what they 
did while consuming the product — all 
of this information is necessary so that 
at the end of the competition, we can 
return that feedback to each company. 
These companies can then take that 

information and produce even better 
products for the folks of Michigan,” Ka-
zinec said.

Judges participating in the Canna-
bis Cup will have until June 25 to re-
view and upload their feedback. If any 
products go unreviewed, judges could 
potentially be blacklisted from future 
competitions. 

“The judging kits aren’t just a bunch of 
sample-sized products at a cheap price. 
It’s an opportunity to try out some of the 
best cannabis from all around Michigan 
in an accessible way,” Kazinec said. 

Lansing stoners interested in accept-
ing this responsibility can head over to 
Pure Options in Frandor on Saturday 
(April 15). This is Pure Options’ first 
time supplying judging kits, so folks 
are advised to be prepared for long lines 
and excited stoners (me included). 

I’ll continue to cover the Canna-
bis Cup as it unfolds over the next few 
months. What are your predictions for 
this year’s cup? Let me know on Insta-
gram using the hashtag #Lansterdam.

Huge thank you to Mark Kazinec, 
Joey Posney, Lauracindy Dávila of Iden-
tity PR and the rest of the folks over at 
GreenPharms and High Times for invit-
ing me out to Hazel Park and taking the 
time to chat with me about the compe-
tition. 

Cannabis
from page 10
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): In English, the phrase 
“growing pains” refers to stresses that 
emerge during times of rapid ripening or 
vigorous development. Although they might feel 
uncomfortable, they are often signs that the 
ongoing transformations are invigorating. Any 
project that doesn’t have at least some growing 
pains may lack ambition. If we hope to transcend 
our previous limits and become a more complete 
expression of our destinies, we must stretch 
ourselves in ways that inconvenience our old 
selves. I’m expecting growing pains to be one of 
your key motifs in the coming weeks, dear Aries. 
It’s important that you don’t try to repress the 
discomfort. On the other hand, it’s also crucial not 
to obsess over them. Keep a clear vision of what 
these sacrifices will make possible for you.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Satirical Taurus author 
Karl Kraus defined “sentimental irony” as “a dog 
that bays at the moon while pissing on graves.” 
Please avoid that decadent emotion in the coming 
weeks, Taurus. You will also be wise to reject any 
other useless or counterproductive feelings that 
arise within you or hurtle toward you from other 
people, like “clever cruelty” or “noble self-pity” 
or “sweet revenge.” In fact, I hope you will be 
rigorous about what moods you feed and what 
influences you allow into your sphere. You have 
a right and a duty to be highly discerning about 
shaping both your inner and outer environments. 
Renewal time is imminent.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In his poem “October 
Fullness,” Pablo Neruda says, “Our own wounds 
heal with weeping, our own wounds heal with 
singing.” I agree. I believe that weeping and singing 
are two effective ways to recover from emotional 
pain and distress. The more weeping and singing 
we do, the better. I especially recommend these 
therapeutic actions to you now, Gemini. You are 
in a phase where you can accomplish far more 
curative and restorative transformations than 
usual.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): After careful analysis 
of the astrological omens and a deep-diving 
meditation, I have concluded that the coming 
weeks will be a favorable time for you to indulge 
in an unprecedented binge of convivial revelry 
and pleasure. My advice is to engage in as 
much feasting and carousing as you can without 
completely ignoring your responsibilities. I know 
this may sound extreme, but I am inviting you to 
have more fun than you have ever had — even 
more fun than you imagine you deserve. (You do 
deserve it, though.) I hope you will break all your 
previous records for frequency and intensity of 
laughter.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): In 1886, Vincent van Gogh 
bought a pair of worn-out shoes at a Paris flea 
market. When he got home, he realized they didn’t 
fit. Rather than discard them, he made them the 
centerpiece of one of his paintings. Eventually, 
they became famous. In 2009, a renowned gallery 
in Cologne, Germany, built an entire exhibit around 
the scruffy leather shoes. In the course of their 
celebrated career, six major philosophers and art 
historians have written about them as if they were 
potent symbols worthy of profound consideration. 
I propose that we regard their history as an 
inspirational metaphor for you in the coming 
weeks. What humble influence might be ready for 
evocative consideration and inspirational use?

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Gliding away from the 
routine for rendezvous with fun riddles? I approve! 
Delivering your gorgeous self into the vicinity of a 
possibly righteous temptation? OK. But go slowly, 
please. Size up the situation with your gut intuition 
and long-range vision as well as your itchy fervor. 
In general, I am pleased with your willingness to 
slip outside your comfortable enclaves and play 
freely in the frontier zones. I hope you summon 
the chutzpah to find and reveal veiled parts of 
your authentic self.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The German word 

“Sehnsucht” refers to a profound, poignant 
yearning for something, but we don’t quite know 
what that something is. I suspect you may soon be 
in the grip of your personal Sehnsucht. But I also 
believe you are close to identifying an experience 
that will quench the seemingly impossible longing. 
You will either discover a novel source of deep 
gratification or be able to transform an existing 
gratification to accommodate your Sehnsucht. 
Sounds like spectacular fun to me. Clear some 
space in your schedule to welcome it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): At some time in the 
past, most of us have been mean and cruel to 
people we loved. We acted unconsciously or 
unintentionally, perhaps, but the bottom line is 
that we caused pain. The coming weeks will be 
a favorable time for you to atone for any such 
hurts you have dispensed. I encourage you to be 
creative as you offer healing and correction for 
any mistakes you’ve made with important allies. 
I’m not necessarily suggesting you try to resume 
your bond with ex-lovers and former friends. The 
goal is to purge your iffy karma and graduate from 
the past. Perform whatever magic you have at 
your disposal to transform suffering with love.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Blues singer-
songwriter B.B. King wasn’t always known by that 
name. He was born Riley B. King. In his 20s, when 
he began working at a Memphis radio station, he 
acquired the nickname “Beale Street Blues Boy.” 
Later, that was shortened to “Blues Boy,” and 
eventually to “B.B.” In the spirit of B.B. King’s 
evolution and in accordance with astrological 
omens, I invite you to identify areas of your life 
with cumbersome or unnecessary complexities 
that might benefit from simplification. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Proboscis monkeys 
live in Borneo and nowhere else on Earth. Their 
diet consists largely of fruits and leaves from 
trees that grow only in Borneo. I propose we 
make them your anti-role model in the coming 
months. In my astrological opinion, you need to 
diversify your sources of nourishment — both 
the literal and metaphorical varieties. You will also 
be wise to draw influences from a wide variety of 
humans and experiences. I further suggest that 
you expand your financial life, so you have multiple 
sources of income and diversified investments.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): It’s challenging to track 
down the sources of quotes on the internet. Today, 
for instance, I found these words attributed to 
the ancient Greek philosopher Plato: “I enjoy the 
simple things in life, like recklessly spending my 
cash and being a disappointment to my family.” 
That can’t be right. I’m sure Plato didn’t actually 
say such things. Elsewhere, I came upon a review 
of George Orwell’s book “Animal Farm” that was 
supposedly penned by pop star Taylor Swift: “Not 
a very good instructional guide on farming. Would 
NOT recommend to first-time farmers.” Again, I’m 
sure that wasn’t written by Swift. I bring this up, 
Aquarius, because one of your crucial tasks these 
days is to be dogged and discerning as you track 
down the true origins of things. Not just internet 
quotes but everything else as well — including 
rumors, theories and evidence. Go to the source, 
the roots, the foundations.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In accordance with 
astrological omens, I’m turning over this 
horoscope to Piscean teacher Esther Hicks. Here 
are affirmations she advises you to embody: “I’m 
going to be happy. I’m going to skip and dance. I will 
be glad. I will smile a lot. I will be easy. I will count 
my blessings. I will look for reasons to feel good. I 
will dig up positive things from the past. I will look 
for positive things where I am right now. I will look 
for positive things in the future. It is my natural 
state to be a happy person. It’s natural for me to 
love and laugh. I am a happy person!”

“Running Free”-- 
more words, 
words, words.

by Matt Jones

© 2023 Matt 
Jones

ACROSS

1. Gemini star

7. Tour guide

14. “Is Anybody 
Goin’ to San 
___?” (1970 #1 
country hit)

15. Like 18K or 
22K, relatively

17. It’s sung in 
French and set in 
Spain

18. Fenced

19. Language 
spoken in “The 
Passion of the 
Christ”

21. Suffix with 
Senegal or 
Sudan

22. Hardware 
acronym

23. C8H17 radical

24. Uracil carrier

26. “___ good 
you let him know” 
(Hamlet quote)

28. Lindsey of “Pretty 
Little Liars”

29. Alaska natives

31. Hill affirmations

32. It branches into Ulster 
and Dublin accents

35. Lasso handler?

37. They come to a point 
near your field of vision

38. Etonic rival

39. Corrupt

40. Undisputed

44. Subject of some 
terraforming proposals

46. Actor Sheridan who 
plays Cyclops

47. Word after rap or 
flow

48. “Tarzan” actor Ron

49. Role, figuratively

51. Silence, in a way

53. Costal enclosures

56. Rabbit creator

57. Mars option

58. Decreasing figure?

59. Hohe ___ (Cologne 
shopping locale)

60. Devices that displayed 
numbers

DOWN

1. Tropical beans

2. Revolting type, old-
style

3. Levels

4. Director with a 
memeworthy Mark

5. “You Can’t Stop the 
Reign” rapper

6. Santoni who played 
Poppie on “Seinfeld”

7. Abbr. on bottles of 
beer

8. Times associated with 
availability

9. Those, in Toledo

10. Black listing

11. Gym instructor’s deg.

12. Musical character who 
sings “I swear on all my 
spores”

13. One of Chaucer’s 
Canterbury pilgrims

16. Involve

20. Some strength-
training enthusiasts

25. “Whenever”

27. Throws a sleeper 
then touches the ground, 
essentially

29. Went for the silver, 
perhaps

30. Ganon, to Link

33. Family surname in 
current TV

34. “... the giftie ___ us”: 
Burns

35. Field items that follow 
an arc

36. Barely

37. Underground experts

41. Add new padding to

42. “Mr. Belvedere” 
costar Bob

43. They’re real 
knockouts

45. Zulu warrior king

47. Toyota model 
rebooted in 2019

50. Forever and a day

52. Laugh line

54. “Proud Mary” band, 
briefly

55. Dir. from Iceland to 
Ireland

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 24

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU     Advanced

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                               April 12-18, 2023
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Wednesday, April 12
“A, B and C of Baroque,” Cello Plus Chamber 
Music Series - Camerata Michigan, joined by 
violinist Ruggero Allifranchini, cellist Suren 
Bagratuni and other guests, perform instrumen-
tal concertos by Baroque composers. 7:30 p.m. 
Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, East 
Lansing. 517-353-5340. music.msu.edu.

“A Course of Love” with Lucille Olson - 7 p.m. 
Zoom ID: 177 417 886. Passcode: 601744. unityl-
ansing.org.

After-School Enrichment Time - Kids can get 
their homework done, use the computers, eat 
snacks and have a great, safe time. 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Higher Ground Community Development 
Center, 3637 W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-
1633.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneigh-
borhoodcenter.org/market.

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” 
MFA Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Campus Band & Concert Band - 7:30 p.m. Cobb 
Great Hall, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 517-
432-2000. whartoncenter.com.

Capital City Film Festival - Showcases an 
eclectic mix of independent films, live music, 
interactive media and more in Michigan’s capital 
city. 6 p.m. Multiple locations. Visit ccff.co for a 
full schedule of events.

Code Club! - Learn to make websites, apps, 
animations and more! No coding experience 
necessary. Grades 3+. Register at hq.girlswhoc-
ode.com using club code MI45609. 6 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

“Creativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art for 
Equity and Social Justice” - On display at the 
Frandor Sears Building, Lansing Art Gallery, 
REACH Studio Art Center, Impression 5 Science 
Center and Refugee Development Center. 
artequitylansing.org.

Eaton County Historical Commission History 
Happy Hour - View the life of Grand Ledge 
through the lens of photographer Ernst Floeter. 
6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.
org.

Fitness Over 50 - The Meridian Township Parks 
and Recreation Stretch and Flex Exercise group 
exercises at Meridian Mall Food Court. 9-10 a.m. 
1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Grace Theisen - 6 p.m. Horrocks Farm Market, 
7420 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. 517-323-3782. 
shophorrocks.com.

Leader Dogs for the Blind Event - Eileen Delaney 
will explain the process of breeding service 
dogs, the types of training they receive and how 
to become a volunteer breeder. 6:30 p.m. Char-
lotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., 
Charlotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tradition - 
All are welcome to join our weekly practice! 7-9 
p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr. Blvd., 
Lansing. lamc.info.  

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah Der-
shem uses monotype and linocut printmaking 
to explore a lifelong admiration of the natural 
world. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 
W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

“Tartuffe” - Tartuffe is taken into the home of 
a wealthy family. He succeeds in winning the 
respect and devotion of the head of the house, 
then tries to marry his daughter and seduce his 
wife. 8 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 411 N. Grand 
Ave., Lansing. 517-483-1122. lcc.edu/showinfo.

Weaving the Web: Manifestation - Join us online 
or in person for discussions, rituals, medita-
tions and more! 6 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 
809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-974-5540. 
manifestlansing.com.

Thursday, April 13
“A Course in Miracles,” a Group Discussion on 
ZOOM - 7 p.m. Meeting ID: 177 417 886 Passcode: 
601744. unitylansing.org.

“An Ordinary Man” discussion with author 
Richard Norton Smith and Hank Meijer - For a 
glimpse into former President Gerald R. Ford’s 
life, join us for a conversation between two 
men who knew him. Followed by Q&A and book 
signing. 2-3:30 p.m. Michigan Library and His-
torical Center, 702 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 
517-335-2573. 

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” 
MFA Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Capital City Film Festival - Showcases an 
eclectic mix of independent films, live music, 
interactive media and more in Michigan’s capital 
city. 5:30 p.m. Frandor Sears Building, 3131 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. Visit ccff.co for a full 
schedule of events.

Chipmunk Story Time - Stories are followed by 
nature activities and a guided walk. 10 a.m. Har-
ris Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. 
517-349-3866.

“Creativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art for 
Equity and Social Justice” - On display at the 
Frandor Sears Building, Lansing Art Gallery, 
REACH Studio Art Center, Impression 5 Science 
Center and Refugee Development Center. 
artequitylansing.org.

Drop-in Crafternoon - Ages 6-9. 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
CADL - Mason Library, 145 W. Ash St., Mason. 517-
676-9088. cadl.org/about/our-locations/mason.

Earth Science Rocks! - Ages 2-4. 10 a.m. Im-
pression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, 
Lansing. 517-485-8116. impression5.org.

HBO’s “Master of Light” Documentary Film 
Screening - Following the film, hear from special 
guests Emily Chase, arts coordinator of the 
“Prison Creative Arts Project,” and Martin 
Vargas, a formerly incarcerated artist and cu-
rator. 5:30 p.m. Lansing Art Gallery & Education 
Center, 300 S. Washington Square, Suite 100, 
Lansing. 517-574-4521. lansingartgallery.org.

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other 
adult women for fun, exercise, friendship and 
skating practice. 9:30-11:20 a.m. Suburban Ice, 
2810 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilver-
blades.org.

Movers & Readers Storytime - Lively activities 
and stories for children ages 0-3 and their care-
givers. 10:30 a.m. CADL - Mason Library, 145 W. 
Ash St., Mason. 517-676-9088. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/mason.

“Mrs. Harrison” - Contains adult content and 
language. Please check our website for a note 
about trigger warnings. 8 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 517-655-
7469. williamstontheatre.org.

Prevent Suicide, Save a Life with QPR Training 
- Adults only. Registration req. 6 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah 
Dershem uses monotype and linocut print-
making to explore a lifelong admiration of the 
natural world. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 
1856 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

“Steel Magnolias” - 7 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 
228 Museum Drive, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.

“Tartuffe” - Tartuffe is taken into the home of 
a wealthy family. He succeeds in winning the 
respect and devotion of the head of the house, 
then tries to marry his daughter and seduce 
his wife. 8 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 411 
N. Grand Ave., Lansing. 517-483-1122. lcc.edu/
showinfo.

Friday, April 14
After-School Enrichment Time - Kids can get 
their homework done, use the computers, eat 
snacks and have a great, safe time. 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Higher Ground Community Development 
Center, 3637 W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-
1633.

A Tour of the MSU Museum Vertebrate Collec-
tions - Explore unique and rare materials that 
are difficult or impossible to find elsewhere! 
Registration req. 1-1:30 and 1:45-2:15 p.m. MSU 
Museum, 409 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-
355-2370. museum.msu.edu.

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” 
MFA Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Brotha Earth Texas Throw Down! A Sendoff 
Concert - 7:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

Capital City Film Festival - Showcases an 
eclectic mix of independent films, live music, 
interactive media and more in Michigan’s capital 
city. 6 p.m. Multiple locations. Visit ccff.co for a 
full schedule of events.

CHIRP - 8 p.m. Mac’s Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. 517-484-6795. macsbar.com.

“Creativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art for 
Equity and Social Justice” - On display at the 
Frandor Sears Building, Lansing Art Gallery, 
REACH Studio Art Center, Impression 5 Science 
Center and Refugee Development Center. 
artequitylansing.org.

Dogs After Dark - You and your dog can enjoy 
a guided walk through the nighttime woods! 
Approximately three miles long. Dogs need 
6-foot, non-retractable leash. 8 p.m. Harris 
Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. 
517-349-3866.

Earth Science Rocks! - Ages 2-4. 10 a.m. Im-
pression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, 
Lansing. 517-485-8116. impression5.org.
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Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 22

“Steel Magnolias”
April 13-16 and 20-23

7 p.m. Thursday
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday

2 p.m. Sunday
Riverwalk Theatre

228 Museum Drive, Lansing
Tomorrow (April 13), Riverwalk Theatre 

begins its run of “Steel Magnolias,” an adap-
tation of the 1989 film about women finding 
friendship in a local beauty salon. 

“M’Lynn (Gini Larson) is the mother of 
bride-to-be Shelby Eatenton (Taylor Haslett), 
and as friend Truvy Jones (Laura Croff) fixes 
the women’s hair for the ceremony, they wel-
come a helping hand from aspiring beauti-
cian Annelle Dupuy Desoto (Caila Conklin). 
Diabetic Shelby has a health scare, which is 
averted but doesn’t bode well for her hopes 
of having children. Time passes, and the women and their friends encounter trage-
dy and good fortune, growing stronger and closer in the process,” the theater said 
in a press release.

Director Meg Woolsey said fans of the movie won’t be disappointed — the pro-
duction will stay true to the source material.

“We’re not trying to reinvent the wheel. We want to stay true to the original spirit 
of this show and really embody these women,” she said.

Tickets are available at riverwalktheatre.com. 
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Erin Coburn - 7 p.m. Lansing Brewing Co., 518 E. 
Shiawassee St., Lansing. 517-371-2600. lansing-
brewingcompany.com.

Fitness Over 50 - The Meridian Township Parks 
and Recreation Stretch and Flex Exercise group 
exercises at Meridian Mall Food Court. 9-10 a.m. 
1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Lady of the Lake – Karrie Potter Richards, 
Pooh Stevenson, Wanda Degen and many special 
guests - 7:30 p.m. University United Methodist 
Church, 1120 S. Harrison Road, East Lansing. 
517-337-7744. tenpoundfiddle.org.

Last fish fry of the season - Served take-
out-style with limited seating. Bake sale on the 
main floor. $15 cash, $15.50 credit card. 4:30-
6:30 p.m. Wacousta-DeWitt Masonic Lodge, 
9030 W. Herbison Road, Grand Ledge. 517-626-
6050. wacousta.net.

Learn to Curl - Get out on the ice and learn the 
basics before our season begins. $35 per per-
son, ages 13 and up. Registration req. 7-9 p.m. 
Suburban Ice, 2810 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 
lansingcurls.org

Minecraft Club - Play Minecraft on the library’s 
private server! Laptops provided. Grades 3 and 
up. Registration req. 4 p.m. Charlotte Com-
munity Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 
517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

“Mrs. Harrison” - Contains adult content and 
language. Please check our website for a note 
about trigger warnings. 8 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 517-655-
7469. williamstontheatre.org.

Night at the Museums - All-ages evening of 
science- and art-inspired activities. Tours, art 
making, specimens and more. 6-8 p.m. MSU 
Museum, 409 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-
355-2370. museum.msu.edu. Eli & Edythe Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah Der-
shem uses monotype and linocut printmaking to 
explore a lifelong admiration of the natural world. 
10 a.m.- 7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand Riv-
er Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. framersedge.net.

“Romance in the Air” - Acclaimed pianist and Yale 
School of Music professor Boris Slutsky and MSU 
faculty and guests perform chamber music gems 
by Romantic composers. 8 p.m. Cook Recital 
Hall, 333 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-353-
5340. music.msu.edu.

Sewers Salute Quilts of Valor Meeting - Patriotic 
quilts for service members or veterans touched 
by war. Bring your project, sewing machine 
and supplies. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Towar Hart Baptist 
Church, 6157 Towar Ave., East Lansing. 517-337-
0727.

“Steel Magnolias” - 8 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 
Museum Drive, Lansing. 517-482-5700. riverwalk-
theatre.com.

“Tartuffe” - Tartuffe is taken into the home of 
a wealthy family. He succeeds in winning the 
respect and devotion of the head of the house, 
then tries to marry his daughter and seduce his 
wife. 8 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 411 N. Grand 
Ave., Lansing. 517-483-1122. lcc.edu/showinfo.

University Undergraduate Research and Arts 
Forum - More than 900 MSU undergraduate 
students showcase their research and creative 
scholarship. 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Breslin Center, 
534 Birch Road, East Lansing. 517-884-4384. 
urca.msu.edu./uuraf.

Saturday, April 15
A Rally of Writers - Michigan writers, poets, 
teachers, editors and publishers discuss every 

aspect of writing and the publishing business. 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Lansing Community College West 
Campus Conference Center, 5708 Cornerstone 
Drive, Lansing. arallyofwriters.wordpress.com

Asamu Johnson & The Associates of The Blues 
- 8 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 
517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

ASU Gala Afterparty - Sounds by DJ Freckz. 
10 p.m.-2 a.m. Alobosa Bar, 221 S. Washington 
Square, Lansing. 517-599-8013.

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” 
MFA Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Capital City Film Festival - Showcases an 
eclectic mix of independent films, live music, 
interactive media and more in Michigan’s capital 
city. Noon. Multiple locations. Visit ccff.co for a 
full schedule of events.

Chemistry Craze - 9:30 am.-12:30 p.m. Impres-
sion 5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, 
Lansing. 517-485-8116. impression5.org.

“Coming Home: A Musical Collage of Laingsburg 
Community Singers History” - Admission free 
with freewill offering. 7:30 p.m. Laingsburg 
United Methodist Church, 210 N. Crum St., 
Laingsburg. 517-651-5937.

Contra & Square Dance - All dances taught – 
no partner needed. Come at 6:30 for a quick 
workshop on easy contra dance moves. 7 p.m. 
Central United Methodist Church, 215 N. Capitol 
Ave., Lansing. 517-614-5858. tenpoundfiddle.org.

Courageous Conversations: The Justice League 
- Discuss the evidence of long-term, systemic 
racism in the Lansing area and what steps can 
be taken to provide some form of justice. 3 p.m. 
Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 Washing-
ton Road, Lansing. 517-371-3010. unitylansing.org.

“Creativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art for 
Equity and Social Justice” - On display at the 
Frandor Sears Building, Lansing Art Gallery, 
REACH Studio Art Center, Impression 5 Science 
Center and Refugee Development Center. 
artequitylansing.org.

Curbside Pickup Chicken Dinner - Last dinner 
of the season. Menu includes chicken, potatoes 
and gravy, vegetables, biscuits, coleslaw and 
homemade pie. $13. 3-5:30 p.m. Okemos 
Masonic Center, 2175 Hamilton Road, Okemos. 
517-775-6356. 

Darin Larner Jr. - 9:30 p.m. The Exchange, 314 
E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-319-4500. lansing-
exchange.com.

Drum it up for the Refugee Development Center 
- Drum circle 2-3 and 4-5 p.m. Heartfelt guitar 
and vocals with Colle Smith 3-4 p.m. Silent auc-
tion and art/book supply and backpack drive 
for Refugee Development Center. Huge moving 
sale! 2-5 p.m. Absolute Gallery, 307 E. Cesar E. 
Chavez Ave., Lansing. 517-482-8845. absolute-
gallery.com.

Free Brush & Yard Waste Drop-Off - 8 a.m.-
noon. Recycle Center, 1418 Grovenburg Road, 
Holt. 517-699-3874. delhitownshipmi.gov.

Game Night - All table games are welcome, 
so bring your campaigns, board games, card 
games — whatever you like. BYOB. 5-8 p.m. 
Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com.

Lansing Roller Derby | 2023 Season Bout 3 - 
Capital Corruption vs. the Derby Vixens. Details 
pending for second game. 5 p.m. Court One 
Training Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 
517-802-7974. lansingrollerderby.com

The Magical Music of Harry Potter - Hear se-
lections from the iconic scores of John Williams, 
Patrick Doyle, James Newton Howard, Nicholas 
Hooper and Alexander Desplat. 7:30 p.m. Cobb 
Great Hall, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 517-
432-2000. whartoncenter.com.

Events
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40

Lady of the 
Lake 40th 

Anniversary 
Reunion Concert

Friday, April 14
7:30 p.m.

University United 
Methodist Church
1120 S. Harrison 

Road, East Lansing
In 1983, Karrie Potter 

Richards, Pooh Steven-
son and Wanda Degen 
formed Lady of the Lake, 
an-all female folk band 
named after a couple 
of old-time tunes Potter 
often played. The group 
debuted at a northern 
Michigan folk festival and 
continued performing for 
more than 10 years, gig-
ging throughout Michi-
gan and at festivals in Indiana, Ohio and Canada. 

The women are all vocalists and multi-instrumentalists, and melodies from the 
autoharp, banjo, bouzouki, cello, guitar, mandolin and more can be heard through-
out their repertoire, which is a mix of contemporary and traditional Appalachian, 
Celtic and folk songs.

Life eventually led the women in different directions, but they continued to hold 
reunion concerts about every five years. They will be back in action Friday evening 
(April 14) for a 40th anniversary concert at University United Methodist Church in 
East Lansing. The band will be accompanied by several musician friends, including 
Doug Berch, Kay Rinker-O’Neil, Dave Langdon, John Mikelsavage and Mike Ross. 

Tickets are $20 for the public, $18 for Ten Pound Fiddle members and $5 for 
students and are available at the door or in advance at tenpoundfiddle.org.

See Events, Page 23
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Michigan Safe Boating Course & Certification 
- Ages 12+, children under 16 need an adult. 
Registration req. 8 a.m. Grand Ledge Area Dis-
trict Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
517-627-7014. gladl.org.

Michigan State Football Spring Game Official 
Afterparty - 10 p.m. Lansing Brewing Co., 518 E. 
Shiawassee St., Lansing. 517-371-2600. lansing-
brewingcompany.com.

“Mrs. Harrison” - Contains adult content and 
language. Please check our website for a note 
about trigger warnings. 3 and 8 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 517-655-
7469. williamstontheatre.org.

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah Der-
shem uses monotype and linocut printmaking 
to explore a lifelong admiration of the natural 
world. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 
W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

Science on a Sphere - Explaining and demon-
strating how bioluminescence evolved in nature 
over millions of years and how those mecha-
nisms are being used for biomedical research. 
11 a.m. MSU Museum, 409 W. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-355-2370. museum.msu.edu.

Singers on the Grand presents: “Tapestry: the 
1970s Revisited” dessert shows - Featuring 
iconic music by 70s performers. Bring your 
own wine or beer. Glasses provided, cheese 
and crackers will also be served. 6 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Opera House, 121 S. Bridge St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-1443. gloperahouse.com.

“Steel Magnolias” - 8 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 
228 Museum Drive, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.

“Tartuffe” - Tartuffe is taken into the home of 
a wealthy family. He succeeds in winning the 
respect and devotion of the head of the house, 
then tries to marry his daughter and seduce his 
wife. 8 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 411 N. Grand 
Ave., Lansing. 517-483-1122. lcc.edu/showinfo.

Sunday, April 16
“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” 
MFA Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Bottle and Can Collection for Eastern Ingham 
Farmers Market - 11 a.m.-1 p.m. McCormick 
Park, 123 High St., Williamston. 517-618-1630. 
easterninghamfarmersmarket.org.

“Coming Home: A Musical Collage of Laingsburg 
Community Singers History” - Admission free 
with freewill offering. 4 p.m. Laingsburg United 
Methodist Church, 210 N. Crum St., Laingsburg. 
517-651-5937

Conversation Cafe – “The Antiracist Deck” - 
Discussing the questions raised by Ibram X. 
Kendi about our beliefs concerning racism. 
9:30 a.m. Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 
2395 Washington Road, Lansing. 517-371-3010. 
unitylansing.org.

Drum Circle with Greater Lansing Area Drum-
mers (GLAD) - 1 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 
809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-974-5540. 
manifestlansing.com.

JUGGLERS AND WOULD-BE JUGGLERS - Jugglers 
meet at the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 
p.m. Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. 
mikemarhanka@gmail.com.

Matthew Ball: The Boogie Woogie Kid - Perform-
ing Great American Songbook favorites from 
New Orleans and the swing era. 3-4 p.m. First 
Presbyterian Church of Lansing, 510 W. Ottawa 
St., Lansing. 517-482-0668. lansingfirstpres.com.

“Mrs. Harrison” - Contains adult content and 

language. Please check our website for a note 
about trigger warnings. 2 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 517-655-
7469. williamstontheatre.org.

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah 
Dershem uses monotype and linocut print-
making to explore a lifelong admiration of the 
natural world. Noon-4 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 
W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

Singers on the Grand presents: “Tapestry: the 
1970s Revisited” dessert shows - Featuring 
iconic music by 70s performers. 2:30 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Opera House, 121 S. Bridge St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-627-1443. gloperahouse.com.

SpARTan Wellness: CYANOTYPES - Create 
nature-inspired art with the power of the sun! 
Feel free to bring your own supplies (like small 
leaves, plants or objects). 2 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

“Steel Magnolias” - 2 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 
228 Museum Drive, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.

“Tartuffe” - Tartuffe is taken into the home of 
a wealthy family. He succeeds in winning the 
respect and devotion of the head of the house, 
then tries to marry his daughter and seduce his 
wife. 2 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 411 N. Grand 
Ave., Lansing. 517-483-1122. lcc.edu/showinfo.

Woldumar Folk & Bluegrass Jam & Performanc-
es - Featuring Cedar Creek Bluegrass; Pretty 
Shaky String Band; and McKeever, Dowling and 
Davis Trio. 2 p.m. Woldumar Nature Center, 
5739 Old Lansing Road, Lansing. 517-322-0030. 
woldumar.org.

Monday, April 17
After-School Enrichment Time - Kids can get their 
homework done, use the computers, eat snacks 
and have a great, safe time. 3:30-5:30 p.m. High-
er Ground Community Development Center, 3637 
W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-1633.

Earth Week Activities - Crafts, seed & tree 
giveaways, secure document shredding, a visit 
from the EC Resource Recovery Worm Farm 
and more earth-friendly fun all week long during 
regular library hours. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-
627-7014. gladl.org.

Family Storytime - Stories, songs, rhymes, 
games, movements and more! 2:30 p.m. Char-
lotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., 
Charlotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Fitness Over 50 - The Meridian Township Parks 
and Recreation Stretch and Flex Exercise group 
exercises at Meridian Mall Food Court. 9-10 a.m. 
1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Graphic Novel Book Club: CatStronauts “Robot 
Rescue” - Hang out with friends, chat about 
the book, have a snack and do a book-related 
activity or craft. Intended for grades 3-6. 6 p.m. 

Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jeffer-
son St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

Jump Into Reading - Stories, songs, activities 
and therapy dogs. Intended for children ages 
0-5 and their caregivers. 11 a.m. Eaton Rapids 
Area District Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton 
Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah 
Dershem uses monotype and linocut print-
making to explore a lifelong admiration of the 
natural world. Noon-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 
1856 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

Tuesday, April 18
2023 Master of Fine Arts Exhibition: Artist 
Talks - 6 p.m. Eli & Edythe Broad Art Museum, 
547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Clothing Repair-A-Thon - Patch holes in your fa-
vorite clothes! Come as a beginner, a seasoned 
expert or anywhere in between! Equipment and 
supplies provided. 2-5 p.m. MSU Main Library 
Makerspace Flex Space, 366 W. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. 517-884-0901. lib.msu.edu.

“Creativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art for 
Equity and Social Justice” - On display at the 
Frandor Sears Building, Lansing Art Gallery, 
REACH Studio Art Center, Impression 5 Science 
Center and Refugee Development Center. 
artequitylansing.org.

Next Steps Ukulele Workshop - Learn how to read 
ukulele tablature and play melodies. Loaner instru-
ments available. Registration req. 6 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

Preschool Family Storytime - Stories and 
literacy-enhancing activities for ages 1-6. 11 a.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jeffer-
son St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org. 

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah Der-
shem uses monotype and linocut printmaking 
to explore a lifelong admiration of the natural 
world. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 
W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

“Tina – The Tina Turner Musical” - 7:30 p.m. 
Cobb Great Hall, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lan-
sing. 517-432-2000. whartoncenter.com.

V I R I D I S & Campus Choir - 7:30 p.m. Fairchild 
Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, East Lansing. 
517-353-5340. music.msu.edu.

Young Adult Book Club - Chat, eat snacks and 
have book-related fun. Grades 8-12. Registration 
req. 6 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. 
Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. char-
lottelibrary.org.

Wednesday, April 19
“A Course of Love” with Lucille Olson - 7 p.m. 
Zoom ID: 177 417 886. Passcode: 601744. unityl-
ansing.org.

After-School Enrichment Time - Kids can get their 
homework done, use the computers, eat snacks 
and have a great, safe time. 3:30-5:30 p.m. High-
er Ground Community Development Center, 3637 
W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-1633.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneigh-
borhoodcenter.org/market.

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” 
MFA Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Code Club! - Learn to make websites, apps, 
animations and more! No coding experience 
necessary. Grades 3+. Register at hq.girlswhoc-
ode.com using club code MI45609. 6 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

“Creativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art for 
Equity and Social Justice” - On display at the 
Frandor Sears Building, Lansing Art Gallery, 
REACH Studio Art Center, Impression 5 Science 
Center and Refugee Development Center. 
artequitylansing.org.

Emergency Services - 6 p.m. LSW Emergency 
Services, 7425 Woodbury Road, Laingsburg. 
laingsburg.us.

Fitness Over 50 - The Meridian Township Parks 
and Recreation Stretch and Flex Exercise group 
exercises at Meridian Mall Food Court. 9-10 a.m. 
1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

How Brain Death Declarations Can Harm, and Why 
Legal Exemptions Should Be the Rule - 1:30 p.m. 
Online – register at bit.ly/bioethics-mccurdy. 

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tradition - 
All are welcome to join our weekly practice! 7-9 
p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr. Blvd., 
Lansing. lamc.info.  

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah Der-
shem uses monotype and linocut printmaking 
to explore a lifelong admiration of the natural 
world. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 
W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

Punk Art Meetup - All ages, mediums (even 
digital!) and skill levels welcome. We bring basic 
craft supplies, but feel free to bring your own! 
No paints allowed. Kids allowed until 8 p.m. 6-11 
p.m. The Avenue, 2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
517-999-7549. avenuecafelansing.com.

Events
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COUNTY OF INGHAM
NOTICE OF CLOSEOUT PUBLIC HEARING

FOR MICHIGAN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) 
FUNDING FOR HOMEOWNER REHABILITATION GRANT

Ingham County will conduct a closeout public hearing on May 9, 2023 at 6:30 pm at Ingham 
County Courthouse in Mason, Third Floor for the purpose of affording citizens an opportunity 
to submit comments and receive a final report on the completion of the Homeowner 
Rehabilitation CDBG Grant.

The CDBG grant provided funding to assist in rehabilitation of homes to citizens in Ingham 
County specifically targeted to lower income individuals.  

Interested parties are invited to comment on the project in person at the public hearing.

Citizen views and comments on the CDBG project are welcome. 
CP#23-077

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION

EFFECTIVE
MEDIATION

See Events, Page 24
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“Star Stuff” Screening - Journey to three 
remotely located astronomical observatories 
in the Atacama Desert in Chile, Grand Karoo in 
South Africa and La Palma Island in the Atlantic 
Ocean. 7 p.m. Abrams Planetarium, 755 Science 
Road, East Lansing. 517-355-4676. abramsplane-
tarium.org.

“Tina – The Tina Turner Musical” - 7:30 p.m. 
Cobb Great Hall, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lan-
sing. 517-432-2000. whartoncenter.com.

Weaving the Web: Mirth - Join us online or in 
person for discussions, rituals, meditations and 
more! 6 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center 
St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlan-
sing.com.

Your Money 101: Teaching Kids about Money - 
Practical tips on how to start setting your child 
up for a financially healthy future at any age. 
Registration req. 5:30 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area 
District Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton Rapids. 
517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Thursday, April 20
“A Course in Miracles,” a Group Discussion on 
ZOOM - 7 p.m. Meeting ID: 177 417 886 Passcode: 
601744. unitylansing.org.

Artist Talk: Candy Chang - Taiwanese American 
artist Candy Chang will discuss her latest proj-
ect, “The Nightly News.” Registration req. 6 p.m. 
Eli & Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuse-
um.msu.edu. 

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” 
MFA Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Bugs & Insects - Ages 2-4. 10 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.

Clayworks Pottery Show - Noon-7 p.m. Faith 
Church, 2300 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing. 517-
626-1160. clayworkspottery.net.

“Creativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art for 
Equity and Social Justice” - On display at the 
Frandor Sears Building, Lansing Art Gallery, 
REACH Studio Art Center, Impression 5 Science 
Center and Refugee Development Center. arte-
quitylansing.org.

Effective Use of Email - Techniques you can 
adopt to send better emails, hopefully saving 
you time. Registration req. 5 p.m. Eaton Rapids 
Area District Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton 
Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

GLPS Student Art Showcase & Reception - See 
amazing art, meet the artists and enjoy refresh-
ments. 6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. 
gladl.org.

Good Morning, Mason! – April Edition - Quick-
paced agenda of local news and community up-
dates. 7:15-8:15 a.m. Ingham County Fairgrounds 
Community Building, 700 E. Ash St., Mason. 
517-676-1046. masonchamber.org.

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other adult 
women for fun, exercise, friendship and skating 
practice. 9:30-11:20 a.m. Suburban Ice, 2810 Han-
nah Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilverblades.org.

LIBRARY BOARD - 7 p.m. City Hall, 114 S. Woodhull 
Road, Laingsburg. laingsburg.us.

LSO at the Robin Theatre: “Planet Earth” - 
Music inspired by the natural world and its 
conservation. Featuring violin, viola, cello and 
harp. 7:30 p.m. 1105 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. 
517-487-5001. lansingsymphony.org.

Events
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SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 20

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 20

The Avenue
2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Little Things, CUTIES, Danger Cat, Cameo 
Headlands
Sat., April 15, 9 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Travis Faber
Fri., April 14, 7 p.m.
Kurt Stone
Sat., April 15, 7 p.m.

The Exchange
314 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Darin Larner Jr. 
Sat., April 15, 9:30 p.m.

The Green Door
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
ICY/DICEY, Cybil & The Beast
Fri., April 14, 8:30 p.m.
Mixed Flavors
Sat., April 15, 8:30 p.m.

Horrocks Farm Market
7420 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing
Grace Theisen
Wed., April 12, 6 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Co. 
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Erin Coburn
Fri., April 14, 7 p.m.

Mac’s Bar
2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Brewster, My Place or Yours, Tequila 
Mockingbird, claymoore
Wed., April 12, 8 p.m. 
Chirp, RADO
Fri., April 14, 8 p.m.

The Peanut Barrel
521 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing
Justin Deason
Fri., April 14, 8 p.m. 

Reno’s East
1310 Abbot Road, East Lansing
The New Rule
Fri., April 14, and Sat., April 15, 6 p.m.

University United Methodist Church
1120 S. Harrison Road, East Lansing
Lady of the Lake 40-Year Anniversary 
Celebration
Fri., April 14, 7:30 p.m.

UrbanBeat
1213 Turner Road, Lansing
Brotha Earth Texas Throw Down!
Fri., April 14, 7:30 p.m.
Asamu Johnson and The Associates of 
The Blues
Sat., April 15, 8 p.m.

Williamston Roadhouse
3700 E. Grand River Ave., Williamston
Justin Burton
Wed., April 12, 7 p.m.
Dirty Laundry
Sat., April 15, 7 p.m.

Brewster, My Place or Yours, Tequila 

University United Methodist Church

Live & Local

Notice to Creditors. Decedent’s Estate. Case No. 22-243-DE. Estate of Ethel M. 
Stokes. Date of birth: 06-18-1930. The decedent, Ethel M. Stokes, died 10/01/2021. 
Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate will be 
forever barred unless presented to Tanya Stokes, personal representative, or to both 
the probate court at 313 W. Kalamazoo St. Lansing, MI 48933 and the personal 
representative within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice.  04/12/23 Tanya 
Stokes 1017 Avon St. Flint, MI 48503         CP#23-078

B/23/103 DEMO OF 1 PROPERTY 4580 SEAWAY DRIVE as per the specifications provided 
by the City of Lansing. The City of Lansing will accept bids at The City of Lansing, Purchasing 
Office, 124 W. Michigan Ave. 3rd Floor, Lansing, Michigan 48933 or electronically submitted 
thru MITN Site (www.Mitn.Info) until 2PM local time in effect on APRIL 24, 2023. Complete 
specifications and forms required to submit bids are available by contacting Marilyn Chick at 
(517) 483-4282, or Marilyn.chick@lansingmi.gov or go to www.mitn.info. The City of Lansing 
encourages bids from All Vendors Including MBE/WBE Vendors and Lansing-Based 
Businesses. 

CP#23-081

See Events, Page 27
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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By LIZY FERGUSON
I love chicken wings, and judging from 

the number of wing places with punny 
names I see constantly popping up all over 
town, I’m not the only one. Upon my vis-
it to 4 Tha Soul, a new soul 
food restaurant on South 
Cedar Street, I had a se-
vere hankering for wings, 
which made me reconsider 
the pot roast dinner I orig-
inally planned on ordering. 
The deciding factor? The 
pot roast dinner came with 
pre-ordained sides, but the 
wings offered more of a 
choose-your-own-adven-
ture experience.

I ordered the five-wing 
dinner and selected buf-
falo sauce, which I find 
difficult to resist, from the 
four flavor options.  For my 
side, I ordered greens with 
smoked turkey, and, having 
just dropped an unspeak-
able amount of money on 
cat dental surgery (if you 

know, you know), I added a side of mac 
and cheese to soothe the burn. 

The wings were breaded and fried, and 
pockets of sauce-soaked crunch explod-
ed in my mouth with each bite. I usually 
prefer non-breaded, smoked wings, but 

these were exceptional 
— crispy and bursting 
with flavor, not just from 
the zingy buffalo sauce 
but from the meat itself, 
which was juicy and tast-
ed as though it had been 
brined. 

The collard greens 
were greasy but delicious 
and subtly smoky with 
the addition of the tur-
key meat. They paired 
perfectly with the mac 
and cheese, which was 
rich and dense. I highly 
recommend taking the 
piece of cornbread that 
accompanies your meal 
and letting it soak up all 
of the tasty broth from 
the greens. 

Was it a decadent meal? Absolutely. 
But it was also the perfect meal for doing 
what I call “getting your cram on,” which 
is when you eat a large pile of delicious-
ness to comfort yourself and unwind after 
a particularly stressful day when you for-
got to eat. A meal to soothe your soul, you 
might say. 

Apart from its standard menu items, 
4 Tha Soul offers specials like catfish, 
shrimp and grits, smothered pork chops 
and a soul food burrito with fried chick-
en, greens, candied yams and mac and 
cheese, all of which sound amazing and 
worthy of a return trip. My only regret is 
not getting the banana pudding.

4 Tha Soul soothes the spirit

City Pulse • March 9, 2022 www.lansingcitypulse.com 35

The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Five-wing dinner
$10.25

Side of mac and cheese
$4.50

4 Tha Soul Restaurant
5920 S. Cedar St., 

Lansing
11 a.m.-8 p.m. Tuesday-

Friday
11 a.m.-9 p.m. Saturday

Noon-7 p.m. Sunday
517-721-1003

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best Tacos Best Tacos 
Best Caterer /  Best Caterer /  
Catering ServiceCatering Service2022

2022
BBQBBQ

 Food Food
Signature DishSignature Dish

WingsWings
Caterer/Catering ServiceCaterer/Catering Service

Thank you for            Thank you for            
Voting Us the Best! Voting Us the Best! 

Based on your votes in City Pulse’s 2022 
Top of the Town contest. Bon appétit! 

TOP 5 DINERS

1. Good Truckin’ Diner
Diner fare served in down-to-earth digs 
with patio picnic tables
1107 S. Washington Ave., Lansing
517-253-7961
facebook.com/goodtruckin
7 a.m.-3 p.m. daily
2. Athena’s Diner
Family-owned establishment with 
a warm atmosphere and quick service
3109 S. Cedar St., Lansing
517-394-0072

athenasdiner.com
7 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Saturday
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday

3. Fleetwood Diner
Retro diner with homemade breakfast, 
lunch and dinner items, including 
vegetarian options 
2211 S. Cedar St., Lansing
517-267-7606
thefl eetwooddiner.com
7 a.m.-11 p.m. daily

4. Zeus’ Coney Island
Casual eatery with Greek dishes, burgers, 
hot dogs, Reuben sandwiches and more
6525 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing
517-272-7900
greecianisland.com
7 a.m.-4 p.m. daily
5.Mason Depot Diner
Family-owned diner with homemade
breakfast and lunch options at 
aff ordable prices
111 Mason St., Mason
517-676-3344
facebook.com/masondepotdiner
5:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Tuesday-Friday
5:30-10:30 a.m. Saturday

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS

Coming Sept. 13: Top of the Town 2023

Lizy Ferguson/City Pulse

4 Tha Soul Restaurant offers a diverse menu of soul food, like fried chicken 
wings, shrimp and grits, pot roast and smothered pork chops, that can help 
you relax and unwind after a particularly stressful day.
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By ARI LEVAUX
“Are there carrots?” my friend asked.
The question wasn’t existential. He 

was planning to feed a lot of people and 
wanted to be sure he had the proper 
condiments to accompany the food. By 
carrots, he meant carrots and peppers, 
packed into quart-sized jars with sweet 
and salty vinegar. 

Once upon a time, those spicy, 
crunchy pickles served as a currency 
among a certain circle of friends. In 
those days, I would make about 30 
quarts per year for gifting, swapping 
and sharing at the table. The meal plan-
ner had asked me if 
there were carrots 
so  we could prop-
erly feast at an up-
coming work par-
ty. I had none but 
promised to make a 
few jars.

I’d never pickled 
carrots in the win-
ter before — only 
late summer, when peppers are fresh 
and abundant. I use fleshy peppers like 
jalapeño or cherry bomb, but almost 
any variety works. When I visited the 
winter farmers market to pick up some 
freshly dug carrots, I found a bag of 
dried Thai chili peppers and decided to 
give them a shot.

I knew the chilis would become 
chewy and possibly deadly when recon-
stituted, but I couldn’t resist making a 
few jars of especially spicy pickled car-

rots. For old times’ sake, I also stopped 
by the supermarket for jalapeños, 
which are, in my opinion, the world’s 
greatest pepper. 

On a whim, I decided to roast my 
jalapeños before pickling them. This 
made their flesh softer than desired, 
but roasting brings immense gains in 
flavor, and I was fine with the trade. 
When I ran out of carrots and roasted 
jalapeños, I packed the top few inches 
with cauliflower, also from the farmers 
market. I finished with a few table-
spoons of olive oil, which would sit on 
top and coat anything pulled from the 

jar. It looked like some-
thing from the salsa bar 
of a borderlands Mexi-
can restaurant.

When the jars were 
packed, I heated the 
brine, adding vinegar, 
water, sugar and salt. 
I poured the hot brine 
into my packed jars, 
screwed on the lids and 

enjoyed the chorus of pings as the lids 
sealed. 

That night, I pondered how long I 
should let the carrots pickle before try-
ing them. Two weeks, perhaps? “Seems 
reasonable,” I told myself.

As I chewed my salami sandwich, 
though, I gazed at my beautiful new 
jars of pickled carrots. They looked 
tantalizing. They had barely cooled to 
room temperature, but I figured they 
had been pickling long enough — at 
least for a taste. It’s not like I’d be halt-
ing the pickling process by eating one 
carrot. So, I popped open a jar and 
pulled one out to eat with my sand-
wich. And just like that, it was the best 
sandwich I’d ever had.

Pickled carrots
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Courtesy of Ari LeVaux

The hardest part of pickling carrots and peppers is not being able to eat them right 
away. 

Pickled carrots
This recipe is for refrigerator pick-

les, which must be stored in the fridge, 
not at room temperature. If you want 
to make storage pickles that will last 
for months on the shelf, use the same 
recipe but follow sterile canning pro-
cedures.

This recipe yields a 1-quart jar of 
pickled carrots. Scale up the recipe to 
make several jars at once.

1 tablespoon mustard seeds
1 tablespoon salt
2 cups sliced carrots
2 cups peppers, whole or sliced

2 cups apple cider vinegar
2 cups water
¼ cup sugar
Add the salt and mustard seeds to 

a sterile 1-quart jar, followed by the 
carrots and peppers. Leave at least an 
inch of space between the top of the 
veggies and the rim.  Combine the 
vinegar, water and sugar in a sauce-
pan and heat until it starts to boil. 
Pour this brine into the jar so it covers 
the contents. Screw on a sterile lid and 
ring. Within about 20 minutes, you 
should hear the ping as the lid seals. 
It will last for months in the fridge.

Appe WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? 
CALL 517-999-5064

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF 
LANSING’S FOOD TRUCKS.
Serving the Lansing community for 13 
years, we extend an invitation to all those 
to give us a try to find out why we were 
voted the best food truck in Lansing’s 
2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

GUY FIERI APPROVED!
We were featured on Food Network’s 
Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried 
home-style classics and fresh seafood are 
some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got the 
classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken 
wings, exotic fare, like frog legs and alligator 
tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE

1905

Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design
Signs • Banners • T-Shirts •Logos

As Seen On the Cover of CityPulse

Monday-Thursday 11AM-10PM
Friday 11AM-10:45PM

Saturday 11AM-10:30PM
Sunday 11AM-9PM

300 N. CLIPPERT STREET, SUITE 17 
LANSING, MI 48912 • 517.203.0096

Buy One 
Dinner
GET ONE 
½ OFF!

A special just for you!

Full Menu Available

for Pick Up & 

Delivery
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Events
from page 24

 Photography of Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula

Saturday, April 15
1 p.m.

Library of Michigan Lake Erie 
Room

702 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing

Jack Deo, a photographic historian 
from Marquette, will visit the Library of 
Michigan Saturday (April 15) for a lec-
ture about historic photographers from 
the Upper Peninsula. The event, hosted 
by the Historical Society of Greater Lan-
sing, is free and open to the public.

Since moving to Marquette in the 
early 1970s, Deo has collected nearly 
1 million images that were taken in the 
Upper Peninsula, depicting everything 
from mining and lumbering operations to dancing bears and Native American 
tribes. His collection includes works by the late National Geographic wildlife pho-
tographer George Shiras, B.F. Childs, Harold DuCharme, Tappan Gregory, William 
Harris, Edgar and Merta Lemon and Reimund Holzhey, also known as “Black Bart,” 
who took up photography while incarcerated at Marquette Branch Prison after kill-
ing a man in 1889 during the last stagecoach robbery east of the Mississippi River. 

Deo will also show off the panoramic camera Holzhey used to photograph 
scenes across the Upper Peninsula after his release and the first trail camera in 
the world, which Shiras used to take the first outdoor flash photograph of a deer 
in nature.

“Mrs. Harrison” - Contains adult content and 
language. Please check our website for a note 
about trigger warnings. 8 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 517-655-
7469. williamstontheatre.org.

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah 
Dershem uses monotype and linocut print-
making to explore a lifelong admiration of the 
natural world. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 
1856 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

“Steel Magnolias” - 7 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 
228 Museum Drive, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.

Tercer Jueves - The Michigan Hispanic Fund will 
explain the Hispanic Business Excellence program 
and how your business can benefit from it. Meet 
other entrepreneurs and business leaders from 
the area. 5:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

“Tina – The Tina Turner Musical” - 7:30 p.m. 
Cobb Great Hall, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lan-
sing. 517-432-2000. whartoncenter.com.

Friday, April 21
After-School Enrichment Time - Kids can get their 
homework done, use the computers, eat snacks 
and have a great, safe time. 3:30-5:30 p.m. High-
er Ground Community Development Center, 3637 
W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-1633.

April Verch and Cody Walters - 7:30 p.m. Univer-
sity United Methodist Church, 1120 S. Harrison 
Road, East Lansing. 517-337-7744. tenpoundfid-
dle.org.

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” 
MFA Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Bugs & Insects - Ages 2-4. 10 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.

CADL Adventurer’s Club – Tabletop Games - Play 
a new RPG led by library staff and meet players 

from your community! 6:15-8 p.m. CADL - Mason 
Library, 145 W. Ash St., Mason. 517-676-9088. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/mason.

Clayworks Pottery Show - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Faith 
Church, 2300 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing. 517-
626-1160. clayworkspottery.net.

“Creativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art for 
Equity and Social Justice” - On display at the 
Frandor Sears Building, Lansing Art Gallery, 
REACH Studio Art Center, Impression 5 Science 
Center and Refugee Development Center. 
artequitylansing.org.

Duck Story Time with Donna Collier Rickman 
- Learn about ducks and listen to the author’s 
picture book “Dance, Daddy, Dance Like Duck.” 
6 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. 
Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. char-
lottelibrary.org.

Dueling Pianos at Lansing Brewing Co. - Sing 
along, have fun with friends or family and watch 
this melodic duel. 7:30 p.m. 518 E. Shiawassee 
St., Lansing. 517-371-2600. lansingbrewingcom-
pany.com.

Fitness Over 50 - The Meridian Township Parks 
and Recreation Stretch and Flex Exercise group 
exercises at Meridian Mall Food Court. 9-10 a.m. 
1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Mosaic, Campus and Chamber Choir - 8 p.m. 
Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, East 
Lansing. 517-353-5340. music.msu.edu.

“Mrs. Harrison” - Contains adult content and 
language. Please check our website for a note 
about trigger warnings. 8 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 517-655-
7469. williamstontheatre.org.

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah 
Dershem uses monotype and linocut print-
making to explore a lifelong admiration of the 
natural world. 10 a.m.- 7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 
1856 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

“Steel Magnolias” - 8 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 
228 Museum Drive, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.

Stoopfest Pre-Show - 6 p.m.-1 a.m. Hunter Park, 
1400 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. The Avenue, 
2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. stoopfest.org.
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Eight weeks of camp offered at Foster and Schmidt 
Community Centers for Lansing residents only. 

Camp runs from 9am-3pm and is
$40/week. Pre-care begins at 7:45am ($20/week) 

and post-care goes until 6pm ($40/week). 
*No camp on 7/4

Week 1-Daring Detectives 6/20-6/24
Week 2-Disco Daze 6/26-6/30
Week 3-Stars and Stripes 7/3-7/7
Week 4-Enchanted Forest 7/10-7/14

Week 5-A Bug’s Life 7/17-7/21
Week 6-Addams Family Adventure 7/24-7/28
Week 7-Strut Your Stuff 7/31-8/4
Week 8-Hawaiian Hulabaloo 8/7-8/11

Register here:  https://www.lansingmi.gov/414/Registration


