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“Town hall now,” chanted a crowd of 
nearly 250 Monday outside the office of 
U.S. Rep. Tom Barrett R-Charlotte. Five 
representatives from the Livingston 
County Democrats were allowed in the 
office to speak with staff

But Barrett’s staff insisted that a con-
versation between the congressman and 
the disgruntled constituents would be 
unproductive.

The decision followed a surge of an-
gry voters attending Republican-led 
town halls across the country. Town 
halls have grown increasingly charged 
as backlash mounts against the Trump 
administration’s budget cuts, which 
have been fueled by senior presidential 
adviser Elon Musk and his so-called De-
partment of Government Efficiency.

On Saturday, for instance, a woman 
was handcuffed and dragged out of a 
Republican-led town hall in Idaho after 
repeatedly interrupting speakers. On 
Thursday, a crowd chanted “shame!” at 
U.S. Rep. Rich McCormick, R-Georgia, 
at a town hall.

Judy Daubenmier, chair of the Living-
ston County Democrats and an organiz-
er of Monday’s protest, said constituents’ 
anger did not excuse Barrett’s silence.

“I guess talking to constituents who 
are mad at him isn’t on his radar or 
something he thinks is part of his job,” 
Daubenmier said. “People all over the 
country are having town halls, so we 

think we deserve one here.”
Barrett’s press secretary, Mi-

chael Gordon, insisted Barrett “is 
not hiding.”

Gordon said a representative 
from Barrett’s office had declined 
to organize a town hall after jeer-
ing protesters convinced him a 
public dialogue was pointless.

“They asked him about a town 
hall, and he said that if all every-
one wanted to do was yell and not 
discuss, then it wouldn’t be pro-
ductive,” Gordon said. “He walked 
outside, and somebody screamed 
in his face about being a traitor to 
the nation, and he said, ‘See, how 
is this productive?’”

Gordon did not name the staff-
er in question. Barrett was flying 
back to Washington at the time.

“The congressman is very much will-
ing to meet with constituents,” Gordon 
continued. “That’s what he was doing all 
last week.”

Daubenmeier said she recalls a pro-
tester heckling staff through the win-
dow during the group’s meeting with 
Ron Kendall, Barrett’s district director. 
But she said an organizer stepped be-
tween the protester and told her not to 
behave that way and that Kendall com-
plimented the constituents’ civility.

Organizers voiced concerns about the 
impacts of Trump administration bud-
get cuts on federal staff, veterans, edu-
cation and research grants for Michigan 
universities.

Janice Foster, a small business own-
er, told the crowd after the meeting that 
she had “spoken with Representative 
Barrett’s staff about how tariffs are go-

ing to kill small business.”
Monday’s protest came on the heels 

of another protest outside Barrett’s of-
fice on Friday, organized by Indivisible 
Michigan 7. The protests were uncoor-
dinated, but they shared common goals.

Friday’s “Musk or us” protest came 
after leaders of Indivisible Michigan 7 
requested a meeting with Barrett and 
received no answer. Organizers came 
with a list of demands for Barrett, in-
cluding voting against budgets that give 
power to Trump and Musk and holding 
public town halls. Barrett, who was in 
Michigan at the time, did not appear to 
be present.

Both protests follow other high-pro-
file grassroots protests in Lansing. 
Hundreds gathered at the Capitol Feb. 5 
as part of the decentralized, nationwide 
50501 Protest. The event, which came 

together in just four days,  gar-
nered national coverage. And when 
the 50501 organizers called off a 
planned “Not my President’s Day” 
protest on Monday because of se-
vere winter weather, another new 
group called MI Resist jumped in 
to stage a demonstration anyway, 
with hundreds turning out. Much 
of the leadership behind both pro-
tests were first-time organizers.

Grassroots organizations also 
protested outside Barrett’s Lan-
sing office and met with Kendall 
on Feb. 10, urging Barrett to curb 
Musk’s power.

Shelley Cichy, an organizer of 
Friday’s protest, attributed the up-
tick in new grassroots movements 
to a lack of leadership from the 
Democratic Party.

“It’s like the Civil Rights Movement 
or the Vietnam protests,” Cichy said. 
“If your leadership isn’t doing anything 
about it, it’s up to us.”

Fears about Elon Musk’s role in the 
Trump administration motivated Cichy 
to organize: “We don’t know what 
DOGE is or how much power it has. 
And Musk immediately took over the 
funding arm that Congress is supposed 
to have, so we’re concerned about that.”

“When a multi-billionaire takes over 
the reins of government and funding 
and decisions over hiring and firing, 
that’s going to cause some problems,” 
she added. “He has so much power and 
wealth. It feels like the oligarchy is tak-
ing over.”

Another Indivisible organizer, David 
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“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

UM-Sparrow seeks city permission to demolish Eastern

Barrett stays silent as pressure mounts for a town hall
Staff tell protesters
an open meeting
would be unproductive

University of Michigan Health-Spar-
row has submitted a request to the city of 
Lansing to permit it to demolish old East-
ern High School to make room for the 
construction of a psychiatric facility, Schor 
administration spokesperson Scott Bean 
confirmed Tuesday.

Approval may come yet this week, Bean 
said. He said Rawley Van Fossen, the city 
economic planning and development 
director, has to sign off on the request. 

Bean said it usually takes a couple of 
days to check on technical issues, such as 
whether UM-Sparrow’s choice for a dem-
olition company is licensed. Bean cited no 
grounds for denying the request because 
of opposition.

(For more information on the city’s 
demolition process, see https://www.lan-
singmi.gov/759/Demolition.)

Old Eastern, was sold to Sparrow 
Health System in 2015 and closed in 2019. 

U of M Health acquired it as part of taking 
over Sparrow in 2023. Old Eastern is on 
Pennsylvania Avenue north of Michigan 
Avenue, adjacent to Sparrow Hospital.

Demolition opponents organized the 
Coalition to Preserve Eastern High School 
and Promote Mental Health last year af-
ter UM-Sparrow revealed its plan to build 
a $97 million psychiatric facility on the 
site, on Pennsylvania Avenue near Jerome 
Street, adjacent to Sparrow Hospital.

In a statement Tuesday, coalition mem-
ber Andrew Muylle said, “The coalition is 
disappointed that request for total dem-
olition of Eastern has come after many 
months of attempted collaboration, and 
without any public notice.

“The coalition is still working to pre-
serve the historically significant west wing 
and auditorium, which do not touch the 

See Eastern, Page 9

See Barrett, Page 5

Photo by Raymond Hall

Hundreds gathered Friday outside the downtown 
Lansing office of U.S. Rep. Tom Barrett. Hundreds 
more showed up Monday asking for a town hall 
with the Charlotte Republican who was elected last 
November to replace Democrat Elissa Slotkin.
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Hopkinson, echoed Cichy’s concern that 
Musk and DOGE have superseded the 
congressional power of the purse.

“Traditionally, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives has a role in our represen-
tative government, and they are not 
currently performing it,” he said. “We 
would like our representative to act like 
a U.S. House member.”

Indivisible Michigan 7, which orga-

nized Friday’s protest, is part of Indi-
visible, a national network of organiza-
tions that implement the techniques of 
the Indivisible Guide. The 2017 online 
handbook by congressional staffers of-
fers methods for getting congressional 
members’ attention. When local groups 
organized to try those methods, the first 
Indivisible groups were formed.

“Originally in Lansing, there were prob-
ably five groups that formed and were ac-
tive in those years,” Cichy said in reference 
to the first Trump presidency. “Now in this 
area we’re just one group, with a pretty big 

email list and active people.”
“Everybody’s looking for a way to 

fight back,” said one protester.
Another protester on Friday was Da-

vid Castro, 75. Castro is worried about 
the Trump administration’s cuts to 
National Institutes of Health research 
grants and diversity, equity and inclu-
sion programs, both of which helped his 
Mexican-American daughter succeed as 
a clinician treating multiple sclerosis.

“The hospital she is working with, 
where she started the clinic, had been 
on a three-year search to find someone 

who could treat multiple sclerosis,” Cas-
tro said. “There’s already a shortage, and 
it’s just going to get worse.”

Castro fears that the Trump admin-
istration’s budget cuts will exacerbate 
such shortages by decreasing access to 
medical education.

“We are all recipients of the kinds of 
programs that are being cut right now,” 
Castro said. “These are the benefits we 
get when our money is spent well. This 
is what we’re going to lose when it’s tak-
en away.”

 — LEO V. KAPLAN
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds,

CDBG Housing Improving Local Livability (CHILL) Grant, For Tiered Projects and 
Programs

Date of Publication: February 26, 2025 Charter Township of Meridian
5151 Marsh Road
Okemos, MI 48864
517.853.4000
On or after March 6, 2025, the Charter Township of Meridian will submit a request to the 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) for the release of CDBG 
Housing Improving Local Livability (CHILL) funds under Title 1 of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974, Public Law 93-383 as amended 42 U.S.C. 5301 et 
seq., to undertake the following project:
Tier 1 Broad Review Project/Program Title: Meridian Charter Township’s CDBG Housing 
Increasing Local Livability Grant
Purpose: The primary goal is to assist low- and moderate-income households within Meridi-
an Township with their housing repair and improvement needs. Housing assisted through 
this program will be restored to a good, and safe condition. Eligible renovation activities may 
include correction of code compliance violations, major housing components that may need 
replacement within five (5) years, items to make the house energy efficient and less costly 
to the participant, and necessary accessibility improvements.
Rather than build out an internal team and stand up a new program, the Township intends 
to contract implementation of the program to Capital Area Housing Partnership (CAHP). 
CAHP is very experienced in this field and will oversee administrative aspects of program 
implementation including participant outreach, eligibility determination, creation of work 
specification and necessary bid documentation, contractor selection and oversight, and 
program reporting as necessary. The Township will be responsible for oversight of the 
program parameters.
The Township is targeting areas that we know have more persons of low to moderate 
income means, neighborhoods that have older housing, and areas that have a 
higher-than-average number of code enforcement issues, which can lead towards degrada-
tion in the quality of housing. We will leverage a portion of the Township ARPA allocation to 
pay for the third party administration of the grant, ensuring that all of the MSHDA funding will 
be put towards actual construction costs for homeowners.
The purpose of this project is to bring 12 single-family homes up to code within Meridian 
Township, utilizing the $480,000 we were awarded and an additional $86,400 in local 
funding for grant administration. The project scope will not include any new construction or 
change the footprints of the existing homes.
Location: The project location is Meridian Township. Specific addresses will be assessed in 
the site specific reviews.
Project/Program Description: After applications from homeowners are received (first 
come, first served basis), project sites will be selected based off eligibility. The funding will 
allow selected homeowners to make critical repairs that meet code standards, resulting in 
safer and more secure homes for residents. Tier 2 site specific reviews will be completed 
for those laws and authorities not addressed in the tier 1 broad review for each 
address under this program when addresses become known.
Level of Environmental Review Citation: 24 CFR Part 58.35(a)(3)(i)
The Tier I broad assessment of the project area revealed no serious environmental 
adverse impacts for: Airport Hazards, Coastal Barrier Resources, Clean Air, Coastal Zone 
Management, Endangered Species, Farmlands Protection, Sole Source Aquifers, Wild and 
Scenic Rivers.
Tier 2 Site Specific Review: The site specific reviews will cover the following laws and 

authorities not addressed in the Tier 1 broad review: Flood Insurance, Floodplain 
Management, Wetlands Protection, Contamination and Toxic Substances, Historic Preser-
vation – SHPO, THPO, Noise Abatement and Control, Environmental Justice, Asbestos, 
Lead Based Paint and Radon, Explosive and Flammable Hazards, Historic Preservation, 
Native American Tribes.
Mitigation Measures/Conditions/Permits (if any): Each site will be reviewed and tested 
as necessary and when applicable. Any findings of these reports will be addressed in 
accordance with MSHDA, EPA, OSHA and HUD requirements.
Estimated Project Cost: $480,000 in HUD CDBG funds, $86,400 in local match
The activity/activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD regulations at 
24 CFR Part 58 from National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements per 24 
CFR Part 58.35(a)(3)(i). An Environmental Review Record (ERR) that documents the 
environmental determinations for this project is on file at the Charter Township of 
Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 and may be examined or copied 
weekdays 8 A.M to 5 P.M.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to the
Charter Township of Meridian’s Clerk’s Office. All comments received by Tuesday, March 5, 
2025 will be considered by the Charter Township of Meridian prior to authorizing 
submission of a request for release of funds.
ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION
The Charter Township of Meridian certifies to MSHDA that Timothy Dempsey, Certifying 
Officer, in his capacity as Township Manager consents to accept the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the 
environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied.
MSHDA’s approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and 
related laws and authorities and allows the Charter Township of Meridian to use HUD 
program funds.
OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
MSHDA will accept objections to its release of funds and the Charter Township of 
Meridian’s certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submis-
sion date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one 
of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer 
of the Charter Township of Meridian; (b) the Charter Township of Meridian has omitted a 
step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR 
part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have 
committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR 
Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by MSHDA; or (d) another Federal 
agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the 
project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections 
must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR 
Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to MSHDA at 735 E. Michigan Ave, PO Box 
30044, Lansing, MI 48909. Potential objectors should contact MSHDA to verify the 
actual last day of the objection period.
Timothy Dempsey, Township Manger, Certifying Officer
Materials related to the request are available for viewing in the Department of 
Community Planning and Development office (5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, 48864), 
Monday-Friday, 8am- 5pm, or on the Township website at the following location: 
www.meridian.mi.us/about- us/departments/community-planning-development. 
Written comments may be sent prior to March 5 to Charter Township of Meridian, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to massie@meridian.mi.us.
Angela Demas
Township Clerk
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On or after March 6, 2025, the Charter Township of Meridian will submit a request to the 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) for the release of CDBG 
Housing Improving Local Livability (CHILL) funds under Title 1 of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974, Public Law 93-383 as amended 42 U.S.C. 5301 et 
seq., to undertake the following project:
Tier 1 Broad Review Project/Program Title: Meridian Charter Township’s CDBG Housing 
Increasing Local Livability Grant
Purpose: The primary goal is to assist low- and moderate-income households within Meridi-
an Township with their housing repair and improvement needs. Housing assisted through 
this program will be restored to a good, and safe condition. Eligible renovation activities may 
include correction of code compliance violations, major housing components that may need 
replacement within five (5) years, items to make the house energy efficient and less costly 
to the participant, and necessary accessibility improvements.
Rather than build out an internal team and stand up a new program, the Township intends 
to contract implementation of the program to Capital Area Housing Partnership (CAHP). 
CAHP is very experienced in this field and will oversee administrative aspects of program 
implementation including participant outreach, eligibility determination, creation of work 
specification and necessary bid documentation, contractor selection and oversight, and 
program reporting as necessary. The Township will be responsible for oversight of the 
program parameters.
The Township is targeting areas that we know have more persons of low to moderate 
income means, neighborhoods that have older housing, and areas that have a 
higher-than-average number of code enforcement issues, which can lead towards degrada-
tion in the quality of housing. We will leverage a portion of the Township ARPA allocation to 
pay for the third party administration of the grant, ensuring that all of the MSHDA funding will 
be put towards actual construction costs for homeowners.
The purpose of this project is to bring 12 single-family homes up to code within Meridian 
Township, utilizing the $480,000 we were awarded and an additional $86,400 in local 
funding for grant administration. The project scope will not include any new construction or 
change the footprints of the existing homes.
Location: The project location is Meridian Township. Specific addresses will be assessed in 
the site specific reviews.
Project/Program Description: After applications from homeowners are received (first 
come, first served basis), project sites will be selected based off eligibility. The funding will 
allow selected homeowners to make critical repairs that meet code standards, resulting in 
safer and more secure homes for residents. Tier 2 site specific reviews will be completed 
for those laws and authorities not addressed in the tier 1 broad review for each 
address under this program when addresses become known.
Level of Environmental Review Citation: 24 CFR Part 58.35(a)(3)(i)
The Tier I broad assessment of the project area revealed no serious environmental 
adverse impacts for: Airport Hazards, Coastal Barrier Resources, Clean Air, Coastal Zone 
Management, Endangered Species, Farmlands Protection, Sole Source Aquifers, Wild and 
Scenic Rivers.
Tier 2 Site Specific Review: The site specific reviews will cover the following laws and 

authorities not addressed in the Tier 1 broad review: Flood Insurance, Floodplain 
Management, Wetlands Protection, Contamination and Toxic Substances, Historic Preser-
vation – SHPO, THPO, Noise Abatement and Control, Environmental Justice, Asbestos, 
Lead Based Paint and Radon, Explosive and Flammable Hazards, Historic Preservation, 
Native American Tribes.
Mitigation Measures/Conditions/Permits (if any): Each site will be reviewed and tested 
as necessary and when applicable. Any findings of these reports will be addressed in 
accordance with MSHDA, EPA, OSHA and HUD requirements.
Estimated Project Cost: $480,000 in HUD CDBG funds, $86,400 in local match
The activity/activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD regulations at 
24 CFR Part 58 from National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements per 24 
CFR Part 58.35(a)(3)(i). An Environmental Review Record (ERR) that documents the 
environmental determinations for this project is on file at the Charter Township of 
Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 and may be examined or copied 
weekdays 8 A.M to 5 P.M.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to the
Charter Township of Meridian’s Clerk’s Office. All comments received by Tuesday, March 5, 
2025 will be considered by the Charter Township of Meridian prior to authorizing 
submission of a request for release of funds.
ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION
The Charter Township of Meridian certifies to MSHDA that Timothy Dempsey, Certifying 
Officer, in his capacity as Township Manager consents to accept the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the 
environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied.
MSHDA’s approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and 
related laws and authorities and allows the Charter Township of Meridian to use HUD 
program funds.
OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
MSHDA will accept objections to its release of funds and the Charter Township of 
Meridian’s certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submis-
sion date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one 
of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer 
of the Charter Township of Meridian; (b) the Charter Township of Meridian has omitted a 
step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR 
part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have 
committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR 
Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by MSHDA; or (d) another Federal 
agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the 
project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections 
must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR 
Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to MSHDA at 735 E. Michigan Ave, PO Box 
30044, Lansing, MI 48909. Potential objectors should contact MSHDA to verify the 
actual last day of the objection period.
Timothy Dempsey, Township Manger, Certifying Officer
Materials related to the request are available for viewing in the Department of 
Community Planning and Development office (5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, 48864), 
Monday-Friday, 8am- 5pm, or on the Township website at the following location: 
www.meridian.mi.us/about- us/departments/community-planning-development. 
Written comments may be sent prior to March 5 to Charter Township of Meridian, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to massie@meridian.mi.us.
Angela Demas
Township Clerk

CP#25-064

Barrett
from page 4
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Lansing Police Lt. Ryan Wilcox has been 
charged by the Jackson County Prosecu-
tor’s Office with one count of False Pretens-
es with Intent to Defraud, over $1,000 but 
less than $20,000, a felony, and was ar-
raigned Tuesday in the Ingham County 55th 
Judicial District Court. Wilcox has been on 
paid administrative leave since May 30 while 
under investigation by the Michigan State Po-

lice for allegations of fraud. “Ryan Wilcox has been put on unpaid 
administrative leave and the department has opened an internal 
investigation,” said Lansing Police Chief Robert Backus. “These 
allegations are deeply disturbing and do not reflect the values of 
this department or the standards we uphold.” A judge set a prob-
able cause conference for Tuesday.

The Lansing City Council is 
looking to revoke the cabaret li-
cense of the Centerfolds strip club 
at 5910 S. Pennsylvania Ave. af-
ter Christopher Bonilla Sr. was 
shot and killed inside the club on 
Feb. 16. Patrons also shot two peo-
ple in the club in 2016, as well as 
shooting and killing a 21-year-old man in 2013. City Council 
member Ryan Kost is working with City Attorney Greg Venker 
to compile a list of problems at the club ahead of a hearing pro-
cess. Centerfolds has a liquor license, governed by the Michigan 
Liquor Control Commission, and a cabaret license, governed by 
the city, allowing performances.

Research for two Feed the Future 
initiatives at MSU, designed to fight 
global hunger and food insecurity, 
has been halted after President Don-
ald Trump decided to freeze funding 
for the U.S. Agency for International 
Development. USAID provides funds 
for international public health and hu-
man rights efforts and funds research at 
land-grant universities. MSU had two 

USAID-funded laboratories: the Innovation Lab for Legume 
Systems Research and the Innovation Lab for Food Security Poli-
cy Research, Capacity and Influence. The latter aims to transform 
food policy in countries across Africa, Asia and Central America. 
The labs work alongside other organizations and universities 
across the country and the world. MSU received $190 million 
from USAID for its Food Security Group from 1983 to 2023. On 
Jan. 24, the Trump administration sent a stop-work order to all 
recipients of USAID grants and contracts.

MSU has ordered its deans and 
other university leaders to review 
all programs and activities to ensure 
they comply with anti-discrimination 
laws in the wake of President Trump’s 
executive order terminating diversi-
ty, equity and inclusion for organiza-
tions that receive federal funding. An 
email to university leaders from General 
Counsel Brian Quinn and Interim Provost Thomas Jeitschko 
stated that government agencies are looking into MSU’s poli-
cies and programs and have begun requesting certification from 

MSU as a condition of receiving federal funding. Any universities 
with endowments larger than $1 billion, including MSU and the 
University of Michigan, could be investigated for their DEI pro-
grams and policies. Noncompliance with the order could mean 
MSU loses hundreds of millions of dollars from federal grants 
and contracts. In 2024, the university received $528 million 
from the federal government to support research. 

The Ingham County 
Board of Commissioners 
has approved a compre-
hensive spending plan for 
opioid settlement funds, al-

locating $2,132,523 over the next two years, aiming to ad-
dress the ongoing opioid crisis and support recovery efforts 
in the community. The county participated in national litiga-
tion against opioid manufacturers, distributors and pharmacies 
and will receive over $14.7 million over 18 years to fund opioid 
remediation efforts. Recipients include local organizations that 
play a vital role in addressing opioid use disorder and supporting 
affected individuals and families, such as Pinnacle, the Eastside 
Community Action Center, Women’s Center of Greater Lansing, 
the Ingham County Health Department and Sheriff ’s Office, U of 
M Health Sparrow and several others.

Due to staffing shortages, Ea-
ton County has announced that a 
dozen of its offices, including the 
county clerk and treasurer’s, will 
be open only four days a week.
All administrative offices at the Ea-
ton County Governmental Complex 
in Charlotte will remain staffed from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day, even if they are closed to the public on Fridays. The changes 
will take place starting the week of March 17. Other Eaton County 
offices that will be closed to the public on Fridays will be register 
of deeds, equalization, drain commissioner, construction codes 
and planning and zoning, resource recovery, veterans’ services, 
housing, facilities management and technology services. Court 
operations and public meetings will continue as usual. 

Toyota Motor Corp. 
announced it will transfer 
its $1.5 billion order for 
LG Energy Solution vehi-
cle batteries to the Ultium 
Cells plant in Delta Town-
ship. The order will help 
keep the $2.6 billion plant 

afloat after General Motors said in December that it planned to 
sell back its investment in the battery maker. LG and GM already 
have U.S. battery plants operating in Ohio and Tennessee. LG 
plans to complete acquiring the Delta plant this spring. Manu-
facturers could use the batteries purchased by Toyota under this 
deal in hybrids or electric vehicles, and LG is also seeking some 
energy-storage business there.
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

229 S Detroit St., Lansing

This 812-square-foot home in Lan-
sing Township, between Michigan Av-
enue and Prospect Street, is in foreclo-
sure with $47,284 owed for 2022 and 
2023 taxes. Most of that is from 2022, 
when the township replaced the home’s 
roof by court order for $31,543. Town-
ship Community Development Director 
Daniel Richards said that while an orig-
inal estimate by Exteriors of Lansing to 
remove the roof and replace shingles 
was about $10,500, “The whole roof 
had to be replaced, with new rafters and 
everything, and that gets expensive.” 
Speaking for owner Sharon Boonyasith, 
John Hall said estimates he received on 
the roof were $8,000 to $11,000. He 
added that he and Boonyasith did not 
received notice of the show cause or ju-
dicial foreclosure hearings in February 
but hoped to speak to a judge regarding 
“who would approve a $30,000 roof 
with trusses.” The value of the two-bed-
room, one-bath home, built in 1920, is 
estimated at $75,851 on homes.com. 
Ingham County Treasurer Alan Fox told 
City Pulse in December that Boonyasith 
is the type of owner his office tries to 
prioritize when it comes time to help-
ing the county’s most vulnerable owners 
stay in their homes.

STEVE UNDERWOOD
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly look at 
some of the seedier properties in Lansing. It 
rotates with Public Art, by Bill Castanier. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.
com  or call in a nomination at 517-999-5061.
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By DEDRIA HUMPHRIES BARKER
As an African American, I get un-

easy when government and business 
are in bed together be-
cause of history. Here’s 
a new bit from the 19th 
century just published 
in 2019 by a British 
professor of sociology, 
Mark Harvey. His re-
search shows that even 
though England out-
lawed slavery in 1834, 
in 1860 “A flagship of 
the industrial revolu-
tion, the Lancashire 
mills, and 465,000 
textile workers, were 
entirely reliant on the labour of 
three million cotton slaves in 
the American Deep South.”  

That means it took more than 
six enslaved Black Americans to 
keep one white person working 
in a factory in England. And the 
whole scheme enriched people in 
two countries: in America, where 
the government still allowed the 
enslavement of Black people, and 
in England, where a few people, no 
doubt those close to royalty, owned 
the means of production.  

My people were the Blacks. The 
rest of the people were capitalists. 

I write history, but when I taught 
writing, every semester at least one 
of my students —  always a young 
white guy — wanted to argue that 
because the U.S. government spends 
money (an estimated $6.75 trillion 
in fiscal year 2024), it is a business. 
Therefore, his argument went, it 
makes sense to run government as a 
business, i.e. elect businesspeople to 
be in charge, especially as president. 

In 2024, many of the 49.8% 
of American voters who elected 
Donald Trump as president, again, 
agreed. They loved his tough busi-
ness rep, and I imagine the title of 
his book “The Art of the Deal.” That 
despite the stories that sounded like 
Trump’s business philosophy was 
a recipe for an omelet: break some 
eggs. 

Again, my people being enslaved 
were the eggs. We are braced against 
being that again. And are telling 
friends, take care it’s not you. 

As for government being a busi-
ness, just look to the U.S. Constitu-
tion. It says the U.S. government’s 
purpose is to establish justice, en-
sure domestic tranquility, promote 
the general welfare and secure the 

blessings of liberty. 
That is far from the purpose of 

business in a capitalism system 
which is marked by a doctrine of 

laissez faire (French 
for free market): 
offer goods and ser-
vices and see what 
the market will 
bear. Responding, 
the market says, ca-
veat emptor: Latin 
for “let the buyer 
beware.”

So, how is Trump 
the capitalist busi-
nessman governing? 
The one-month 
report: causing 

worry, distress and terror. 
New bosses come to the office 

all the time, but never one who fired 
10% of the staff on day one. That’s 
good for productivity, and morale? 
Never. 

Ensure domestic tranquility. 
U.S. government often frustrates, 

but eventually it returns to its pur-
pose. Big business, however, needs 
to get slapped down. Take Rite Aid 
Corp., for instance.  

Rite Aid’s business purpose was to 
provide pharmaceuticals according 
to the law to help ill and injured 
people. The purpose was not to 
get them strung out on addictive 
drugs, making them into fiends and 
junkies, ruining lives, families and 
communities. Its purpose was not to 
make money. 

Promote the general welfare.
The drugstore chain illegally 

filled opioid prescriptions, USA 
Today newspaper reported, fueling 
a drug epidemic. The lawsuits that 
followed helped force the business 
into bankruptcy. The result was it 
no longer was able to operate, and 
that deprived the whole entire state 
of Michigan, and other states, of its 
services.  The courts of law started 
making Rite Aid’s opioid victims 
whole. Government’s job is to call 
business on its crap.

Establish justice. 
There is nothing wrong with a 

business dream. Most people have 
one. Mine is to spend $2, win the 
lottery and help build a mass transit 
system in Michigan. 

Most people’s capital is their body. 
And finally with the Civil War and 
the 14th Amendment to the Con-
stitution, African Americans got 
theirs. 

Men can turn their bodies into 

opportunity and wealth. Jalen 
Hurts, Black man quarterback of 
the Philadelphia Eagles, Omega Psi 
Phi member, used his strong body 
and his quick mind to win Super 
Bowl LIX, respect and a $51 million 
annual contract.  Fifty-two years 
ago, the 1972 federal law Title IX, 
helped women athletes.

Secure the blessings of liberty.
Today though, compared to their 

male counterparts, 99% of profes-
sional women athletes are under-
paid. 

In this Trump era, will money be 
the only way to fulfill our country’s 
purpose? Will that be the mark of 
effective government? 

In 2020, at the outbreak of 
COVID, Donald Trump was also 
the president. Just last week, the 
National Bureau of Economic Re-
search reported the Social Security 
trust fund increased by $205 billion 
because the estimated 1.7 million 
people in the U.S. 25 years and older 
who died from COVID won’t be 
alive to collect benefits. 

Trump didn’t kill them outright. 

His administration just dismantled 
an epidemic response program de-
signed to deal with such a situation. 
It was set up by Barak Obama. 

Secure the blessings of liberty. 
Most of us survived Trump’s first 

term, but in his second term some 
of us will go out of business. From 
measles. Yes. Measles are back. 
Trump’s health and human ser-
vices secretary, Robert Kennedy Jr., 
doesn’t believe in vaccines. Though 
our government’s research devel-
oped a measles vaccine in 1963, 61 
years ago. 

Promote the general welfare. 
Business knows what’s best for the 

people? Or, for short-term profits? 
No matter who is president, the 
federal government should stick to 
its purpose, do its job.

(Dedria Humphries Barker is the 
author of “Mother of Orphans: The 
True and Curious Story of Irish 
Alice, A Colored Man’s Widow.” Her 
opinion column appears on the last 
Wednesday of each month.)

Beware the coupling of government and business

Opinion
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Michigan’s two major political par-
ties took two entirely different roads 
to get to their new chairs, whom del-
egates elected last week in Detroit.

The Democrats took the traditional 
path. Labor leaders 
pinpointed someone 
they thought would do 
the job. They got the 
other stakeholders on 
board. Viola! It literal-
ly wasn’t even a race.

For Republicans, 
the new chair came in 
through the back door. State Sen. Jim 
Runestad quietly bottled up enough 
support over the last few months so 
that by the time Donald Trump and 
the powers that be realized he was a 
serious threat, it was too late.

But let’s start with the Dems. East 
Lansing’s own Curtis Hertel Jr. is the 
new chair, and that’s not great news 
for Republicans.

Folks shouldn’t remember the 
former state senator and Ingham 
County register of deeds for last year’s 
awkward congressional campaign. 
That was Hertel falling captive to the 
top-down, one-size-fits-all playbook 
the D.C. mothership beamed down to 
his out-of-town consultants.

This time, Hertel’s free to do things 
his way, and his way typically works 
out.

Hertel masterminded the Demo-
crats’ taking the Michigan Senate for 
the first time in 40 years in 2022. 
As the governor’s lobbyist, he helped 
broker deals on the budget, economic 
development incentives and tax cuts 
that seemed out of reach.

In short, the guy makes stuff hap-
pen.

Here’s what I mean: Before Hertel 
was even an official candidate, Keith 
Williams, the MDP’s Black Caucus 
chair, said he felt like a Hertel can-
didacy was being “shoved down our 
throat.”

With the departure of MDP Chair 
Lavora Barnes, who happens to be 
Black, and Kamala Harris’ loss, Wil-
liams said on Nov. 25:

“What is even more insulting after 
all of this, white women (and) white 
progressives abandoned a qualified 
Black woman — my friend Kamala 
Harris ... . (Now) we’ve been asked to 
cave in again. This time to support 
a white male, someone who lost a 
bid for Congress, (as our) next party 
chair. My response is simple: Hell 
no.”

A month later, the MDP Black 
Caucus stated it was “proudly” get-
ting behind Hertel. Williams issued a 
quote reading that Hertel “is the best 
choice to move our Party forward 
and has committed to advancing 
our policy agenda,” which includes 
promoting the interests of African 
Americans.

Keep in mind that one of the other 
candidates in the race was a Black 
male, Al Williams.

The race was over at this point.
Over on the Republican side, the 

dynamics were much different. 
The delegates who select the state 

party chair are proudly independent. 
They DO NOT like anyone telling 
them what to do. At all.

If they meet a candidate they like, 
they’ll go to the wall for that person, 
regardless of what anyone says. That 
includes Donald Trump.

Trump parachuted into this race at 
the last minute to help a long-time 
ally, Meshawn Maddock, who had 
ridden the “outsider” label for so long 
that she crossed the line into being ... 
ESTABLISHMENT.

You don’t want that title in a Re-
publican caucus race.Maddock had 
a few other things working against 
her, too, however. She and million-
aire Ron Weiser ran the party to a 
convincing across-the-board defeat 
in 2022. Her husband, Rep. Matt 
Maddock, also ran primaries against 
some conservative House incumbents 
that year. People didn’t like that.

This year’s victor was Runestad, an 
undisputed conservative who isn’t in 
Lansing to make friends.

The guy’s top job has been to 
advance a conservative agenda, and 
he’s been pretty effective at it. He’s 
won competitive elections before. He 
stayed away from going negative on 
Maddock and his other opponent. 
He left no stone unturned to drum 
up votes. He’s actually the Maddocks’ 
state senator, FWIW.

The Republicans delegates couldn’t 
find anything bad to say about him. 
They kept going back to him doing 
two full-time jobs.

Now, it’ll be up to him to prove it 
can be done.

(Kyle Melinn is the editor of the 
Capitol news service MIRS. You can 
email him at melinnky@gmail.com.)

Parties go in different directions
in their choices of new leaders

POLITICS

Williamstown Township
March 2025 Board of Review Notice

Tuesday, March 4, 2025 at 11:00 am (Organizational Meeting)
The Williamstown Township Board of Review for 2025 will be hearing assessment 
appeals at the Williamstown Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Rd, Williamston, MI on the 
following dates by appointment:

Monday, March 10, 2025 
9:00 am-12:00 pm, 1:00-4:00 pm, & 6:00-9:00 pm (Assessment Appeals)

Tuesday, March 11, 2025 
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm (Assessment Appeals)

Contact Kerri Danstrom at 655-3193 for an appointment.
Residents unable to attend may protest by letter, provided protest letter is received at 
the Williamstown Township office by 4:00 pm Tuesday, March 11, 2025.
Board of Review Members: Brian Johnston-Chairperson, Gerald Eidt, Mike Rice, and 
Lisa Fletcher, alternate.

Williamstown TWP Tentative Ratios 2025
Agriculture Commercial Industrial Residential

50.25 46.72 49.68 46.88
 
The Williamstown Township Board of Review will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary 
aids and services to individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon five a (5) day notice 
to the Williamstown Township Board of Review. Individuals with disabilities requiring 
these services should contact the Township Clerk at (517) 655-3193 or 
clerk@williamstowntownship.com to request assistance.

Robin A. Cleveland, MiPMC 
Clerk, Williamstown Township
clerk@williamstowntownship.com

CP#25-051

CAPITAL AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED STATE AND FEDERAL APPLICATIONS FOR 
OPERATING, CAPITAL ASSISTANCE AND PUBLIC HEARING

All citizens are advised that CAPITAL AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (“CATA”) 
has prepared an application for State of Michigan financial assistance for fiscal 2026 as 
required under Act 51 of the Public Acts of 1951, as amended, and for federal assistance as 
required under the federal transit laws, as amended, as follows:

State Operating Assistance 
FTA/State Urban Capital Program (Section 5307) 
State Specialized Services 
FTA Rural Operating Assistance (Section 5311) 
FTA/State Bus and Bus Facilities (Section 5339) 
FTA/State Enhanced Mobility (Section 5310) 
TOTAL
 
Operating and capital funds listed above include both urban and rural funds. Capital 
projects to be funded include the purchase of large and small buses, paratransit vehicles 
for transporting customers, support vehicles, preventive maintenance, technology systems, 
planning, maintenance equipment, bus replacement parts, safety and security equipment, 
customer enhancements and facility improvements. This notice meets the Federal Transit 
Administration 5307 public notification requirement. The above program will be the final 
program, unless amended.

CATA ensures that the level and quality of transportation service are provided without regard 
to race, color or national origin in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. For 
more information regarding our Title VI program and the procedure for filing a complaint, 
contact CATA Customer Experience at 517-394-1100. You may also complete the CATA 
Title VI complaint form online at cata.org, email titlevi@cata.org or visit our administrative 
offices at 4615 Tranter Street, Lansing, MI 48910.

The proposed application is on file at CATA, 4615 Tranter Street, Lansing, MI, and may 
be reviewed during a 30-day period (Feb. 16, 2025 – March 18, 2025), Monday-Friday, 
between the hours of
8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Written comments regarding the application and/or written requests for a public hearing to 
review the application must be received by 5 p.m. March 18, 2025. If a hearing is requested, 
notice of the scheduled date, time and location will be provided at least 10 days in advance.

Submittals should be sent to CAPITAL AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY, FY 2026 
Grant Application, Attn: Planning and Development Department, 4615 Tranter Street, 
Lansing, MI 48910, or via email to marketing@cata.org.

CP#25-063

$         17,150,294
$         10,124,606
$         40,000
$         1,286,889
$         1,625,749
$         227,681
$ 30,455,219
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GET 8
FREE
filet mignon
BURGERS
A $37 value!

Butcher’s Savory Collection
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
 4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREE PureFREE PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
78045DQM    separately $269.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

SAVE 52%

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 78045. 
Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be 

available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 03/31/25. 24M7123  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOWPICTURE PERFECT, NOW

OmahaSteaks.com/Savory1379  |  1.888.340.7039
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 78045DQM

Order 
Now!

THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK

PUBLIC NOTICE
Budget Public Hearing (Truth in Taxation) Notice

Williamstown Township 2025-2026 Budget Public Hearing

The Williamstown Township Board of Trustees will hold a public hearing on the Williamstown 
Township Cemetery, Police, and Capital Project Budgets and the Police Assessment Roll 
proposed for fiscal year 2025-2026 at a meeting on Wednesday, March 5, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.

Location 
Williamstown Township Hall

4990 Zimmer Rd., Williamston, MI
The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed budget 
will be a subject of this hearing. A copy of the proposed budget is available for public 
inspection at the Township Hall during regular business hours and on the Township website 
at www.williamstownmi.gov.
A copy of the Police Assessment Roll is available for public inspection at the Township Hall, 
4990 Zimmer Rd., Williamston, MI, during regular business hours.

The Williamstown Township Board will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being 
considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon five a (5) day 
notice to the Williamstown Township Board. Individuals with disabilities requiring special aids 
or services to fully participate in the meeting should contact the Township Clerk at (517) 655- 
3193 or clerk@williamstowntownship.com to request assistance.

Robin A. Cleveland, MiPMC 
Clerk, Williamstown Township
clerk@williamstowntownship.com

CP#25-067

CITY OF GRAND LEDGE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City Council will hold a public hearing during its regular meeting at 7:30 p.m., on 
Monday, 10 March 2025, to consider and receive public input on Department of Natural 
Resources Recreation Passport Grant to support the development of a universally 
designed, We-Go-Swing at Jaycee Park.  The grant application is available for review on the 
City’s website at www.cityofgrandledge.com and at the City Clerk’s office, 310 Greenwood 
St., Grand Ledge, Michigan, between 8:00 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.
The meeting will be held in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 310 Greenwood St., Grand 
Ledge MI 48837, in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, as amended, and will also be 
livestreamed via Zoom for informational purposes only.  The online stream can be accessed 
at https://www.zoom.us with the Meeting ID: 848 1641 3109, or by calling +1 312 626 6799 
US (Chicago), +1 646 876 9923 US (New York), +1 646 931 3860 US, +1 301 715 8592 US 
(Washington DC), +1 305 224 1968 US, +1 309 205 3325 US, +1 360 209 5623 US, +1 386 
347 5053 US, +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose), +1 507 473 4847 US, +1 564 217 2000 US, 
+1 669 444 9171 US, +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose), +1 689 278 1000 US, +1 719 359 
4580 US, +1 253 205 0468 US, +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma), +1 346 248 7799 US 
(Houston) with Meeting ID: 848 1641 3109.
The City Council invites anyone interested to attend in person and offer comments at the 
public hearing.  Written comments can be mailed or delivered to Elected or Appointed 
Officials at 310 Greenwood St., Grand Ledge, MI 48837, placed in the drop box in front of 
City Hall, or emailed to cityhall@cityofgrandledge.com.  All written comments will be 
considered if received by 5:00 p.m. the day of the hearing.  Please call (517) 627-2149 or 
email cityhall@cityofgrandledge.com for further information or to request accommodations 
for disabilities.
Gregory Newman, City Clerk

CP#25-066

WILLIAMSTOWN TOWNSHIP
Board Meeting February 19, 2025 Synopsis

The Williamstown Township Board held a regular meeting on Wednesday, February 19, 
2025 (previously scheduled for February 12, 2025) at 7:00 PM with Supervisor Poth, Clerk 
Cleveland, Treasurer VanErp, Trustee Brinker, Trustee Creagh, Trustee Duffy, and Trustee 
Steinberg present. The Board approved the following:

• Consent Agenda
• Harvest Festival date for October 4, 2025
• Budget Amendments
• Park Committee expansion to seven seats
• Quarterly newsletter printing and postage up to $2800 each quarter
• Bid from Secure Lock & Door for lock replacements up to $620
• Budget and Police Assessment Roll Public Hearing for March 5, 2025 at 7:00 PM
• Seeking consultation/bids for Township Park and Branch School projects
• Supervisor expenditure limits
• Adoption of Policy 15 to comply with Earned Sick Time Act
• Compensation Commission recommendations as written

The Budget Public Hearing for FY2025/2026 will be held Wednesday, March 5, 2025 at 7:00 
PM and the next regular Board meeting will be at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, March 12, 2025 
in the Community Room of the Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Rd., Williamston. Visit 
williamstownmi.gov for the latest agenda, documents, and updates. Phone (517) 655-3193.
Robin A. Cleveland, MiPMC 
Township Clerk

CP#25-065

proposed footprint of the new mental 
health facility. Please visit  easternfacts.
com  ASAP to sign a petition to save the 
west wing and aud.”

Muylle said 553 people have signed it.
Added Muylle, “Ask the mayor and of-

ficials who can help us to ensure that the 
west wing and aud. remain standing for 
preservation analysis, while allowing the 
demolition of the remainder of Eastern 
and construction of the new facility, to 
please do so.”

Opponents are still organizing them-
selves in an effort to block demolition. One 
organizer, Rebecca Stimson, said that a 
picketing team will meet today and that she 
expected it will be at City Hall Thursday.

Asked for comment, UM-Sparrow de-
clined to confirm it had submitted a dem-
olition request. But it issued a statement 
Tuesday that said in part:

“The old Eastern High School was 
constructed nearly a century ago to serve 
students and teachers, but years of dete-
rioration, including extensive water dam-
age, mold and asbestos, have left it beyond 
repair and unsuitable for safe, effective 
clinical care.

“Given these challenges, the building 

is being thoughtfully removed to make 
way for a modern facility designed specif-
ically to meet the community’s behavioral 
health needs.

“To honor the history and legacy of East-
ern High School, we are working with 
alumni to preserve meaningful artifacts and 
establish a memorial garden on the site.”

The U of M Board of Regents must still 
approve the psychiatric facility. Its next 
meeting is March 20.

Its statement reiterated its contention 
that the facility must be close to Sparrow 
Hospital, particularly the emergency room.

“To ensure the new facility meets the 
needs of both patients and care teams, 
it must be in proximity to the UM 
Health-Sparrow Emergency Department, 
have sufficient acreage for a calming out-
door clinical environment and an internal 
layout that complies with regulatory re-
quirements for clinical services and sup-
ports safety,” today’s statement said.

The demolition-approval process does 
not require input from either the mayor 
or the City Council. Mayor Andy Schor 
initially sought a path to avoid demolition 
but has long indicated that he was not 
optimistic. Last year under pressure from 
both UM-Sparrow and trade unions, the 
City Council rejected an attempt to have 
old Eastern declared a historic site, which 
would have preserved at least the façade.

BERL SCHWARTZ

Eastern
from page 4
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Bob Stein’s 90th: 
Still dancing, still bringing people together
By AJ GLAUB

Bob Stein isn’t the type to sit still. At 
nearly 90 years old — his birthday is 
Tuesday (March 4) — he’s still tearing 
up dance floors across the country. And 
when it comes to celebrating this mile-
stone birthday, he’s doing what he’s al-
ways done: bringing people together to 
dance. 

On Saturday (March 1), Lansing’s 
Central United Methodist Church will 
host a full day of English country and 
contra dancing that’s as much about cel-
ebrating Stein as it is about the genera-
tions of dancers he’s inspired. For those 
who know him, this is no surprise. 

“In the past, my parents have put on 
big dances for special birthdays and an-
niversaries,” Stein’s daughter Mara said. 
“An English country dance in the after-
noon, a contra dance in the evening. 
They’d bring in callers they loved, bands 
they loved. It’s a tradition.” 

But Stein’s impact goes beyond just 
being a dancer or a caller. 

“He’s such a bedrock of the dance 
community here, and he’s still a very 
active and vigorous dancer,” Mara said. 
“He drives around the Midwest and the 
East Coast to go to dance 
weekends. He’ll take off by 
himself and go do that still.”

The celebration, like 
Stein’s life, extends beyond 
the dance floor. 

“We needed to do more 
than just two dances,” 
Mara said. “So, I worked 
with Stuart Kenney from 
the Stringrays — we’ve known each oth-
er since we were kids — and we start-
ed cooking up ideas. Then I talked to 
Karen Axelrod from Alchemy, and she 
wanted to do something in Ann Arbor. 
So, there’s a whole weekend of events: 
dances in East Lansing, a special En-
glish country dance in Ann Arbor and 
a party on Sunday (March 2) for the 
friends who aren’t dancers but still want 
to celebrate with him.”

Stein’s history with dance goes back to 
his childhood. 

“He started contra and square danc-
ing when he was 8,” Mara said. “My 

mom started when she was a preteen 
or early teen. It was always part of their 
lives.” 

When the family moved to Lansing in 
the ‘70s, that didn’t change. 

“The story in my family is that my dad 
moved out here in ‘75 to work at Mich-

igan State University, but 
my mom, my sister and I 
stayed outside Boston be-
cause my parents didn’t 
want to move us until he 
had tenure,” Mara said. 
“My mom told him, ‘I 
won’t move out there un-
less there’s good dancing.’” 

There wasn’t, so Stein 
made it happen.

“He hired Sandy Bradley to call the 
first dance and found local musicians 
through Elderly Instruments,” Mara 
said. “But after a couple of dances, he re-
alized he wanted to bring the New En-
gland style of dancing here. The moves 
and calls were the same, but the music 
was different, more Celtic based than 
old time. That’s when he decided to be-
come a caller and told my mom she had 
to start a band.”

Laura, Stein’s late wife, asked around 
at Elderly Instruments for the best mu-
sicians; everyone pointed to Joel Mabus. 

“That’s how the Top Drawer String 
Band started,” Mara said. “Dudley 
Laufman, a well-known fiddler and 
dance caller from New Hampshire, 
named the band when he came out to 
call a dance. The band didn’t have a 
name yet, and he turned to my mom and 
said, ‘Top Drawer, Laura. Top Drawer.’ 
And it stuck.”

Mabus remembers it well. 
“Bob has been a good friend for 40 

years,” he said. “A seriously kind and bril-
liant man who has visited every corner of 
the world, with his head literally in the 
stars and his feet on the dance floor.” 

The band played at dances in Lansing 
for more than 25 years, growing the 
community and spreading contra dance 
throughout Michigan.

Bonnie Wheeler, a longtime dance or-
ganizer, met Stein through those early 
dances. 

“He was very friendly. I have to say, he 
became a better caller. He started out 
not being particularly experienced, but 
he sought out criticism so he could im-
prove. And he did,” she said.

Beyond the dances, the Steins’ home 
became a gathering place. 

“They had a March birthday par-
ty every year,” Wheeler said. “A lot of 
folk community members had March 

birthdays, so they’d throw a party at the 
house. Bob cooked all day. They had a 
kitchen in the basement, so someone 
else was cooking downstairs. It was a 
potluck, with people coming and going 
and music all day long.

“And then there was Thanksgiving,” 
she continued. “If you didn’t have any-
where else to go, you went to the Steins’.”

Banjoist and Ten Pound Fiddle book-
ing manager Sally Potter remembers 
that hospitality well. 

“He had jam sessions at his house af-
ter concerts for 50 years. He’s a friend to 
all the performers who come through. 
That house is really one of the social pil-
lars of the folk music community.”

Elderly Instruments stalwart Cynthia 
Bridge also recalls the warmth of the 
Stein home. 

“I was working with Laura at Elderly, 
and my boyfriend at the time needed a 
place to live. The Steins had this room, 
and they figured they could rent it out. 
So, he became their first tenant,” she 
said. 

That same warmth extends to Stein’s 
approach to dance. 

“He always asks new people to dance,” 
Mara said. “That’s part of his legacy. He 
brought dancing here, but he also men-
tored new callers. He makes sure every-
one has a good time. Even when he’s just 
dancing, he’s making sure new people 
and kids feel welcome so that this con-
tinues, generation after generation.”

Wheeler said Saturday’s dance will be 
“a packed house.”

“People are coming in from all over: 
Ann Arbor, Kalamazoo, maybe even 
Chicago and Indianapolis. Other call-
ers will be there because most of them 
started as dancers, just like Bob. The 
energy will be amazing.

“Gaye Fifer, the caller, knows how 
to keep it rolling,” she continued. “The 
band, they’ve been dancing all their 
lives, too. They get the energy exchange 
that happens between dancers and mu-
sicians. It’s going to be a kickass time.”

And Stein? He’ll be right where he be-
longs: on the dance floor. 

“He’s never been afraid of getting old-
er,” Mara said. “He just grabs life and 
lives it.”

Bob Stein’s 90th 
birthday dance
2-10 p.m. Saturday, March 1
Central United Methodist 
Church
215 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing
(517) 614-5858
tenpoundfiddle.org

Courtesy Mara Stein

Bob Stein (right) is most at home on the dance floor. At nearly 90 years old, he still 
travels across the Midwest and East Coast for events such as the annual Winter 
WarmUp contra dance in Columbus, Ohio.



By LEO V. KAPLAN
Alex was 14 when his father kicked 

him out.
Shortly beforehand, he had asked the 

teachers and faculty at his high school 
in Arizona to refer to him as a man.

“I wasn’t out in public as trans, but I 
wanted to be called ‘Alex’ by the teachers 
and the faculty and the other students,” 
Alex said. “One of the faculty members 
set me aside and said, ‘You should come 
out to your family soon.’”

Alex explained that his father would 
not support him, but the faculty mem-
ber still changed his online profile and 
records against his will. His father 
kicked him out shortly after. Luckily, 
Alex’s mother, Lansing resident Monica 
Haladyna, took him in. But not all trans 
youth are so lucky.

Now 22 and residing in Lansing, Alex 
is contending with the reality that what 
happened to him at school will soon be-
come the law of the land. 

Since taking office, President Don-

ald Trump has signed over 70 executive 
orders. Five of them target transgender 
people. One such order removed Title 
IX protections for transgender people 
in schools. Another mandates the forced 
outing of trans students to their parents.

Supportive parents may want to 
know if their child is trans. Haladyna 
even said she wishes she had known in 
time to put Alex on puberty blockers. 
However, transgender people and ad-
vocacy groups argue the risk of parental 
retaliation is too great.

“I’m extremely scared for the safety of 
many LGBT youth, many trans youth 
in particular,” Alex said. “For some peo-
ple, school is their only haven where 
they can be themselves. They still face a 
lot of bullying and discrimination, but 
they do have some semblance of sup-
port through either clubs or friends they 
meet in school.”

That bullying will likely intensify as 
Title IX protections are stripped away 
from trans students — and even weap-
onized against them.

State Rep. Emily Dievendorf, D-Lan-
sing, who is Michigan’s first openly non-
binary representative, says Title IX pro-
tections are more important than ever.

“Trans and nonbinary children al-
ready struggle in our educational sys-
tems and greater society,” said Dieven-
dorf, who has been speaking with the 
parents of trans children. “I have wit-
nessed an uptick in the bullying of trans 
and nonbinary students, not just within 
the last several weeks, but over the last 
few years as hateful rhetoric has become 
more acceptable.”

For now, Michigan civil rights law still 
protects transgender students. Howev-
er, many are concerned that state laws 
are not enough.

Uncertainty and (un)precedent
Heather Johnson, an adjunct law pro-

fessor at MSU who studies the intersec-
tion between law and gender, says these 
orders “fly in the face of the purpose of 
Title IX.”

“Title IX is the only mechanism by 

which sexual orientation and gender 
identity can be protected in a public ed-
ucation,” Johnson said. “Without that 
inclusion, students are wholly unpro-
tected in an educational setting.”

However, Title IX protections are far 
from the only protections these execu-
tive orders seek to undo. The Trump 
administration has also removed legal 
recognition for transgender people, 
revoked the ability to change gender 
markers on federal documentation, 
banned trans people from the military, 
banned gender-affirming care for mi-
nors from being covered under federal 
employees’ insurance and far more.

Federal courts have blocked attempts 
to ban gender-affirming medical care 
for those under 19 and to remove Pris-
on Rape Elimination Act protections 
for transgender women. However, with 
a conservative majority in Congress, 
many are wondering when, not if, those 
injunctions will be struck down.

Professor Johnson believes some of 
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Demonstrators gather at the state Capitol Jan. 31 for a protest organized by the Michigan-based Transgender Unity Coalition. It inspired 
coordinated protests in other states.



these executive orders contradict the 
judicial precedent set by Bostock v. 
Clayton County. This landmark U.S. 
Supreme Court case held that Title VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 protected 
employees from discrimination based 
on sexuality and gender identity.

Johnson said the military ban is “a 
violation of Title VII and the legal rule 
upheld in Bostock.” Additionally, John-
son argued that the order “violates equal 
protection, the due process of the Fifth 
Amendment, and arguably the free 
speech provision of the First Amend-
ment.”

But Johnson was particularly con-
cerned by the executive order “Ending 
Radical Indoctrination in K-12 School-
ing,” which includes a provision direct-
ing the attorney general to criminally 
prosecute teachers who “facilitate” a 
minor’s gender transi-
tion, even indirectly. The 
order dubs such affirma-
tion of a student’s trans 
identity “sexual exploita-
tion.”

Mason Hanks, a sec-
ondary English educa-
tion student at MSU, 
fears he could be vulner-
able to such accusations. 

“It’s a really rough 
time to be a trans per-
son and a future edu-
cator right now,” Hanks 
said. “I’m worried that 
I will be accused of in-
doctrinating or brain 
washing queer kids who 
find themselves in my 
classroom solely because 
I have the humanity to 
validate their identities.”

Without Title VII 
protections, Hanks was 
worried public schools 
could fire him for being 
trans or not hire him 
at all: “There’s so much 
that I worry I won’t be 
able to give my students 
out of fear of losing my 
job if I’m able to get one in the first 
place.”

Johnson echoed these concerns. 
“We’re going to implement something 
that violates several constitutional prin-
ciples, and we see this harken back to 
the Briggs Initiative,” Johnson said, 
referencing a failed initiative to ban gay 
men and lesbians from working in Cali-
fornia public schools.

Johnson stressed that executive or-
ders cannot overturn a Supreme Court 
ruling.

“If a religious school doesn’t want to 
employ LGBTQ people, that’s well with-
in their rights,” Johnson said. “But pub-
lic schools have to follow Title VII, and 
until Bostock is overturned, Title VII 
includes sexual orientation and gender 
identity.”

Further confusing Title IX guidance 
is the executive order targeting trans 
women in sports, which asserts that 
allowing trans women to compete on 
women’s sports teams violates Title IX. 
The order argues transgender women’s 
participation denies cisgender women 
“equal opportunity” to participate.

However, in Michigan, the El-
liott-Larsen Civil Rights Act protects 
against gender identity discrimination. 

The Michigan High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion, which allows trans 
women to compete on 
a case-by-case basis, 
has not altered its reg-
ulations while officials 
review how the laws in-
teract.

No trans girls are 
competing on women’s 
teams, the MHSAA said. 
Two did in the fall.

The issue is hotly dis-
puted, with many argu-
ing trans women’s par-
ticipation violates the 
principle of fair competi-
tion. There is no unifying 
framework for determin-
ing eligibility, and a New 
York Times/Ipsos poll in 
January showed wide-
spread opposition: 94% 
of Republicans and 67% 
of Democrats opposed 
allowing trans women 
to compete on women’s 
teams.

Eligibility is often re-
stricted to those who did 
not undergo male puber-

ty or whose testosterone levels and mus-
cle mass have been reduced to the lev-
els of cisgender women. The American 
Medical Association holds that barring 
transgender women from school sports 
aggravates their gender dysphoria.

Legal concerns also filter into the at-
tempts to ban transgender healthcare. 
On Feb. 7, Michigan’s Corewell Health 
system announced it would no longer 
begin new hormone replacement ther-
apy regimens for transgender patients 
under 19. The same day, Michigan 
Attorney General Dana Nessel wrote 
healthcare providers that “the availabil-
ity of federal funding has no bearing on 
Michiganders’ right to seek and receive 
healthcare services without discrimina-
tion.”

Five days later, Corewell Health re-
sumed hormone replacement therapy.

Dievendorf said in an interview that 
they urge providers not to comply pre-
maturely with the orders.

“Temper your response when you are 
told that it is a mandate for you to harm 
another person and one of your neigh-
bors,” they said.

Dievendorf supports Nessel’s asser-
tions: “She knows that our intent and 
conviction to protect our trans and non-
binary neighbors and youth is rooted 

in solid law. It’s rooted in case law, it’s 
rooted in Supreme Court decisions and 
the very core values of our Constitution.”

However, this lack of clarity has 
sometimes increased confusion among 
healthcare and insurance providers. 
Some employees are unsure where their 
employers stand on the matter, creating 
misinformation among trans patients.

One such patient is Rowan, a 29-year-
old Lansing resident. After Rowan had 
his testosterone prescription denied by 
a pharmacy, his insurance agency mis-
takenly told him that Medicaid plans no 
longer covered the prescription.

Michigan Medicaid still covers hor-
mone replacement therapy for patients 
with gender dysphoria.

“The lady on the phone had no more 
information than any of us did,” Row-
an said. “I presume ignorance rather 
than malice. Instead of saying, ‘I don’t 
know, let me find out,’ she just said, ‘Oh, 
I guess we’re not covering it anymore.’”

It turned out Rowan’s doctor had 
simply sent his prescription refill late. 
But the few days of uncertainty were 
“hectic and stressful,” he said.

“I was left sitting there thinking, ‘Does 
Michigan suddenly not have money for 
Medicaid? Do we no longer have access 
to any of my prescriptions? Is it just the 
testosterone that I don’t have access to?’”

Rowan said a similar 
uncertainty has impacted 
his work with harm reduc-
tion agencies.

“None of us know what 
we’re supposed to be do-
ing at all,” he said. “No-
body knows anything.”

Disappearing documents
Exacerbating confusion 

in the medical sector is 
the mandated deletion of 
cornerstone medical guid-
ance on LGBTQ+ health-
care.

The Trump adminis-
tration ordered federal 
agencies to rescind or 
amend all policies rely-
ing on guidance from the 
World Professional Asso-
ciation for Transgender 
Health, which the order 
calls “junk science.” An-
other order mandates all 
federal agencies remove 
“all outward facing media 
(websites, social media ac-
counts, etc.) that inculcate or promote 

gender ideology.”
Federal agencies have interpreted 

this liberally. The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control deleted AtlasPlus, which 
provided surveillance data on sexually 
transmitted infections, from its web-
site. The Youth Risk Behavioral Surveil-
lance System, commonly used by public 
health professionals, was also deleted.

Pat Arnold, who works in the Wom-
en’s and Gender Studies Department at 
Michigan State and is finishing a mas-
ter’s degree in public health, watched 
the websites go down in real time.

“Two weeks ago, I had all the data sets 
open on tabs on my computer,” Arnold 
said. “I was refreshing each of them and 
being taken to a 404 error.”

Arnold said the impact on the trans-
gender population will be severe. “The 
Youth Risk Behavioral Surveillance Sys-
tem is one of the largest health surveys 
that asks about people’s gender identi-
ty,” they said. “If we don’t know if there 
are trans people in the datasets, we can’t 
estimate anything or use it in research.”

Ashlea Phenicie, chief advocacy offi-
cer at Planned Parenthood of Michigan, 
said the deletions impacted providers at 
Planned Parenthood clinics.

“Many websites our providers relied 
on for the best courses of care and data 
were wiped from the internet,” she said. 
“Our physicians were scrambling to save 
the information they had.”

Planned Parenthood of Michigan is 
continuing to provide gender-affirming 
care for 18-year-olds despite the exec-
utive order. It also hosts data on gen-
der-affirming care on its website, which 
Phenicie said was “built by and for trans 
people.”

The removed data has been tempo-
rarily restored per court order, though 
with a disclaimer alleging the pages 
do not “reflect biological reality.” Some 
medical organizations have also begun 
hosting some data to preserve its avail-
ability.

Identity and ideology
These efforts have been successful in 

part through the orders’ reframing of 
transgender identities as “gender ideol-
ogy.” The first order defines this ideol-
ogy as “permitting the false claim that 
males can identify as and thus become 
women and vice versa.”

The term’s imme-
diate roots are in the 
Heritage Foundation’s 
Project 2025, which 
the Trump adminis-
tration has used as a 
blueprint for a second 
term. Professor John-
son calls it a “dog whis-
tle,” referencing radical 
anti-feminists in South 
America and Europe 
who have used the 
term for years. In 2013, 
for instance, former 
Ecuadorian President 
Rafael Correa alleged 
that “gender ideology” 
was being pushed on 
children and destroy-
ing family units.

By banning any ma-
terial that may “pro-
mote or otherwise 
inculcate gender ide-
ology,” the adminis-
tration has effectively 
banned any mention 
of transgender people 
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Monica Haladyna speaks at Central Michigan United Methodist Church during 
Lansing’s Jan. 18 People’s March, which she co-organized. Her son Alex is trans.

Pat Arnold, who works in 
the Women’s and Gender 
Studies department at MSU, 
watched U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control websites go 
down in real time.

Heather Johnson

Emily Dievendorf

Will Verchereau, a Salus 
Center board member.
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from the federal government. The State 
Department’s travel advisories now only 
reference “LGB travelers,” and the Social 
Security Administration’s website states 
that Social Security benefits include 
“members of the LGBQ community.”

A memo from the U.S. Office of Per-
sonnel Management also ordered U.S. 
government employees to remove their 
pronouns from email signatures, citing 
the “gender ideology” ban. 

“Basic recognition of the existence 
of trans and nonbinary folks is being 
strategically eliminated,” Deivendorf 
said. “The word ‘transgender’ is being 
removed from historic sites, websites 
and really basic information related to 
healthcare.”

References to transgender people 
have also been scrubbed from some Na-
tional Park Service websites, including 
the Stonewall monument in New York. 
The memorial commemorates the 1969 
Stonewall riots, which began after po-
lice raided the Stonewall Inn to arrest 
trans women and crossdressers.

“We all know who started Stonewall,” 
Dievendorf said. 

In reframing trans identities as an 
ideology, anti-trans policies have also be-
come more openly biased. When Trump 
banned transgender people from the 
military during his first term, he did so 
under the justification that the military 
could not be “burdened with the tremen-
dous medical costs and disruption” of 
having trans people in the military, ac-
cording to a 2017 Trump tweet.

The new military ban, meanwhile, 
calls transgender people inherently 
dishonorable, asserting that “adoption 
of a gender identity inconsistent with 
an individual’s sex conflicts with a sol-
dier’s commitment to an honorable, 
truthful, and disciplined lifestyle.” 

It continues, “A man’s assertion that 
he is a woman, and his requirement that 
others honor this falsehood, is not con-
sistent with the humility and selfless-
ness required of a member.”

Arnold said these biases are evident 
in the orders targeting gender-affirm-
ing care because the treatments banned 
for trans children remain legal for cis 
children.

“These practices are not exclusive to 
the transgender community,” Arnold 
said. “Cisgender people, adults and chil-
dren, at times need them as well.”

Puberty blockers, usually the first 
medical step for transgender children, 
are also used to treat precocious pu-
berty in cisgender children. Precocious 
puberty affects about 20 out of every 
10,000 female children, according to 
the Cleveland Clinic, and five out of ev-
ery 10,000 male children.

A JAMA Pediatrics study of U.S. 
private insurance claims from 2018 to 
2022 found that fewer than 18,000 out 
of 5 million adolescents were diagnosed 
with gender dysphoria, and under 
1,000 of them were treated with puber-
ty blockers.

An executive order calls puberty 
blockers “chemical mutilation” to justify 
the ban.

Delaying the onset of puberty also de-
lays bone development, though subse-
quent replacement  regimens act as pu-
berty and facilitate bone growth. Some 
studies suggest transgender women 
may not fully regain bone density. No 
concerns have been raised about trans-

gender men.
Puberty blockers remain legal to treat 

precocious puberty in cisgender chil-
dren.

“When you see that it’s applied to one 
community but not to another, for no 
medically sound reason, you really get a 
sense of what is motivating these bans,” 
Arnold said. “It’s very clearly a desire to 
erase transgender people.”

Identification
Federal websites are not the only doc-

umentation in turmoil from the new 
guidelines. An order signed on Inaugu-
ration Day rescinded the ability to mod-
ify gender markers on federal identifica-
tion, including passports. The decision 
created confusion among those who 
had already changed their gender mark-
ers, such as M, F and X for nonbinary, 
intersex or gender nonconforming.

For weeks after Trump signed the or-
der, confusion abounded regarding the 
implications. Those who had changed 
their gender markers already worried 
their passports might become invalid, 
while trans people with pending appli-
cations feared rejection. 

Emme Zanotti, the director of advo-
cacy and civic engagement at the civil 
rights organization Equality Michigan, 
has been working with U.S. officials to 
clarify this information. 

Zanotti said passports with a changed 
gender marker will remain valid until 
expiration but under current law will 
have the marker changed back upon 
renewal. Some have already had their 
markers changed back, including those 
who have been transitioned for a long 
time and whose other identification re-
flects their gender accurately.

But transgender people whose appli-
cations were being processed during the 
transition of power were hit the hardest. 
Zanotti said many have been left hang-
ing as their passports and vital support-
ing documentation are stuck indefi-
nitely in processing. Some have called 
Equality Michigan for help, and Zanotti 
said Equality Michigan has been facil-
itating conversations with U.S. officials 
to get trans Michiganders their docu-
mentation back — though without their 
preferred gender marker.

In lieu of executive guidance, Equality 
Michigan has compiled a guide for trans 
Michiganders seeking a passport.

The Trump administration has dis-
continued the X gender marker, which 
was introduced following a lawsuit from 
intersex activist Dana Zzyym. Per an ex-
ecutive order, the federal government 
now recognizes only two sexes: male 
and female. Intersex people, whose 
bodies cannot be medically categorized 
as male or female, are not acknowl-
edged.

Hope for tomorrow
The federal government’s attack on 

transgender rights has been swift and 
sweeping, but so has resistance. Many 
provisions have already been blocked, 
and some officials have vowed not to 
enforce others. 

On Feb. 21, Maine Gov. Janet Mills 
publicly clashed with Trump at the 
White House over the executive order 
targeting trans women in sports.

“See you in court,” she said after 
Trump threatened to revoke Maine’s 
federal funding. Mills has refused to 
comply with the ban, arguing it contra-
dicts “state and federal laws.”

In Michigan, trans healthcare cur-
rently remains legal for all ages, and 

transgender women meeting certain 
requirements are still allowed to com-
pete in women’s sports. Laws protect-
ing queer and trans people in Michi-
gan have not been altered, including 
prohibitions on conversion therapy, 
the gay panic defense, and discrimina-
tion based on gender identity or sexual 
preference.

Lansing has seen a distinct uptick 
in community organization. A Jan. 30 
protest at the Michigan Capitol by the 
Michigan-based Transgender Unity 
Coalition inspired coordinated pro-
tests in other states. Grassroots activ-
ists have organized to lead broader an-
ti-Trump protests, creating the newly 
formed organizations 50501 Michigan 
and MI Resist.

Dievendorf finds the surge of grass-
roots activism both inspiring and ef-
fective.

“I’ve been in social justice and or-
ganizing for 25, 30 years, and I don’t 
think I’ve ever seen a moment quite 
like this,” Dievendorf said. “This is a 
pivotal moment in history; it is having 
an impact and will continue to have an 
impact and perhaps be what saves this 
democracy.”

Dievendorf also described an in-
crease in community support pro-
grams: “All over the state and all over 
the country, we are coming together 
and setting up community mutual aid 
programs, setting up systems of shar-
ing information to make sure we know 
what is true and what action steps we 
can take next.”

Haladyna was a first-time organizer 
when she helped assemble the Lansing 
iteration of the Jan. 18 People’s March. 
Over 700 people showed up.

“I realized that we’re going to need 
each other to survive, that we’re going 
to stick to each other and form little 
clusters of people,” Haladyna said. “I 
think transgender people and immi-
grants are the most vulnerable in the 
country — and I’m an immigrant, too.”

Will Verchereau, a board member 
of Lansing LGBTQ+ organization the 
Salus Center, has seen similar adversity 
bring people together before. In 2024, 
a DeWitt elementary school teacher 
planned an optional, age-appropriate 
lesson on pronouns to support a non-
binary student who had been bullied. 
Controversy ensued, leading anti-trans 
advocates both in DeWitt and else-
where to call school officials and decry 
the lesson. The superintendent eventu-
ally canceled it.

However, the controversy brought 

pro-trans advocates together. “There 
actually were far more people showing 
up to DeWitt schools in support of the 
lesson and in support of the child,” Ver-
chereau said. “They didn’t even know 
this kid, but they showed up to support 
queer people across the district.”

The same year, that child’s moth-
er co-founded the first-ever DeWitt 
Pride, which will return in 2025 with 
support from Salus.

Verchereau also stressed that the 
Salus Center is diversifying its funding 
resources so that it can stay open with-
out federal funding and continue serv-
ing Lansing’s queer community. The 
center offers resource groups, clothing 
drives and care packages that were re-
cently expanded to include needles for 
hormone injections.

On the medical side, Phenicie 
stressed Planned Parenthood’s com-
mitment to trans healthcare: “We will 
continue to fight for transgender peo-
ple’s right to access healthcare, wheth-
er that’s by keeping our doors open, by 
fighting in the courts or by going out 
into the streets and being loud in sup-
port of trans rights.”

Planned Parenthood of Michigan 
does not have the clinical expertise to 
provide hormone replacement therapy 
for minors, Phenicie said, but it advo-
cates for the practice.

Shock and awe

Even as politicians, advocates and 
community organizers stand up to the 
federal government, transgender peo-
ple on the ground are feeling scared.

Zanotti and Dievendorf believe that 
is intentional.

“The administration’s goals appear 
to be chaos, confusion and to make 
Americans distrust one another,” 
Zanotti said.

“The cruelty is the point,” Dievendorf 
said. “The purpose of all these execu-
tive orders is to create chaos, to unravel 
our government and democracy, and to 
attack our most vulnerable community 
members. And perhaps the long-term 
goal is not to deny these things perma-
nently but to push us to a place of in-
stability and fear.”

But even temporary instability could 
cost lives, some argue. A 2024 peer-re-
viewed study from The Trevor Project 
found that anti-transgender laws lead 
to a 72% increase in past-year suicide 
attempts among trans and nonbinary 
minors.

Lixy, a transgender woman and Lan-
sing resident, called the slew of execu-
tive orders a “shock and awe” tactic — a 
military strategy that uses overwhelm-
ing displays of power to destroy enemy 
morale. 

“It’s just horrifying,” she said. “Just 
the uncertainty. I actually called the na-
tional suicide hotline for the first time 
in over a decade.

“So often people say, ‘It doesn’t matter 
who gets elected because nothing ever 
changes for me,’” she continued. “What 
I don’t think those people realize is they 
maybe think that because they’re cis, or 
because they’re white. They never learn 
the empathy to think, ‘What if this hap-
pened to me?’”
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to the marker used on passports and 
other government documents to indi-
cate gender other than male or female.



By BILL CASTANIER
Before “rural noir” became a popu-

lar literary term, there were writers like 
Flannery O’Connor, William Faulkner 
and Raymond Carver who plumbed 
those depths. More recently, Michigan’s 
own Bonnie Jo Campbell has helped fill 
that void.

Now, John Counts’ 
new book, “Bear County, 
Michigan: Stories,” grabs 
you by the throat and 
shakes you with the col-
lection of interconnected 
short stories.

It’s not all you need 
to know about his new 
book, but the open-
ing line from the story 
“Compensation” pro-
vides a directional sign: 
“Jimmy Blizzard ran out 
of pills.” And he’s not 
talking about vitamins 
or ibuprofen here but Oxy.

Counts’ 11 interconnected short sto-
ries and a novella emerged from his 
career as a newspaper writer covering 
rural crime, plus his lifetime avocation 
as a punk rocker.

Inspiration for writers comes from 
many places, but Counts points to those 
days of responding to police calls for a 
small-town daily newspaper in Manist-

ee County and a weekly in suburban De-
troit. These are fictionalized accounts of 
those stories. 

One story, “Lady of Comfort,” comes 
from the time he covered a rural fire. Af-
ter waiting for hours at the yellow police 
line, a police officer told him a man who 

lived in the cabin died 
in the fire along with a 
woman.

Counts said he asked 
the state trooper, “Oh, 
he had a girlfriend? 
And his answer was no. 
It was a ‘lady of com-
fort.’”

That line became the 
beginning of a tender 
relationship between a 
Vietnam veteran and 
the woman. The story 
offers many twists and 
turns, which fill Counts’ 
short stories. 

Counts doesn’t look 
down on the rural resi-

dents who populate his stories.
“I love all my characters. I care about 

them and have empathy and compas-
sion for them,” he said.

“People everywhere are living inter-
esting lives,” he continued. 

This philosophy appears in one of his 
early stories about how rural women 
survive with jobs at EZ Mart and Burger 
King and how their fertility has become 
an issue, with a growing number of sui-
cides as a symptom. He writes: “Even in 
catastrophe and ruin, there was some 
kind of life.”

Writing fiction is not new for Counts, 
47, who lives in Whitmore Lake.

“I wanted to write since I was 14. I 
tried to write a novel when I was 14,” he 
said. He attributes many of his stories to 
the punk band still plays with, The Sub-
urban Delinquents, which was founded 
in 1994.

Counts’ love of writing comes from 
his family background. His father was a 
veteran reporter for the Bay City Times. 
After graduating from Wayne State 

University in English and 
creative writing and a cou-
ple of diversions, Counts 
began working at the Lake 
Orion Review in 2009 be-
fore moving to the Manist-
ee News Advocate, where 
he worked for a couple of 
years with his ear attached 
to a police scanner.

Counts felt at home Up 
North, where he had often 
gone on trout fishing trips 
with his dad.

“I knew a lot about small 
towns as a boy,” he said.

Counts now leads a 
team of investigative re-
porters for MLive, a news-
paper conglomerate that 
previously was known for 
newspapers in mid-size 
cities like Saginaw and 
Kalamazoo.

According to the author, 
his next writing project is 
a novel set at a newspa-
per in a city like Flint. He 
worked at the Flint Jour-
nal during the horrendous 
water crisis.

“I always wanted to be 
a novelist at heart — I 
thought of myself as a 
novelist. My collected short stories are 
all interconnected,” he said.

The author said working the police 
beat puts you “close to stuff.” “You write 
what you know.”

Counts’ advice to young writers is 
to “immerse yourself in sentences and 
words; read as much as you can; write 
as much as you can; do crazy shit and 
live in a lot of different places.”

The author finds it “exciting to be on 
the other side” rather than doing the in-
terview. “I’ve done about a dozen inter-
views,” he said.

Many interviewers asked about the 
bleakness of his stories. He admitted 
they are “bleak at times and present a 
darker view, viewing life through a po-

lice scanner.”
But he hopes his readers “will find 

hope, compassion and love” in them. 
They will also find some dark comic hu-
mor, like the story about a conservative 
politician trying to extricate her mother 
from a Northern Michigan nudist camp 
before she derails her reelection cam-
paign.

Counts is visiting some of the settings 
for his stories on a current trip to North-
ern Michigan, but when spring breaks, 
watch for some visits near Lansing. 
His book is published by TriQuarterly, 
an imprint of Northwestern University 
Press, and is available at bookstores and 
online in paperback for $24.
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John Counts’ new collection of short stories emerged 
from his days of responding to police calls for a small-
town daily newspaper in Manistee County and a weekly 
in suburban Detroit, plus his lifetime avocation as a punk 
rocker.
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By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS
If you’re a theater nerd like me — 

and let’s face it, here you are — I 
hope you’ll agree that few things are 
better than watching young talents 
find their voice under the care of ex-
pert guidance. In Lansing Commu-
nity College’s production of “Crime 
and Punishment,” adapted by 
Marilyn Campbell-Lowe and 
Curt Columbus from Fyodor 
Dostoevsky’s sprawling novel, 
we’re invited to witness the 
beautiful deliberateness of 
young artists mastering 
their craft.

In case you haven’t 
read one of the most en-
during pieces of world 
literature, here are the 
CliffsNotes: Destitute 
student Raskolnikov 
commits murder to prove his phil-
osophical theories about moral su-
periority. As he grapples with guilt 
and faces interrogation from clever 
inspector Porfiry Petrovitch, he finds 

unexpected redemption through So-
nia, a sex worker. This psychologi-
cal thriller asks timeless and timely 
questions that every generation must 
answer: When is violence justified? 
How far is the criminal mind from 
our own? How much can a young per-
son bear before something breaks?

Under Andy Callis’ very ca-
pable direction, this produc-
tion embraced a measured pace, 
which paid off brilliantly. Slow-
ing down a bit and committing 
to the fundamentals resulted in 

a play where at every turn, 
at every moment, the ac-
tors truly understood 
what their characters were 
doing and why. That was 
what drew me in and kept 
me on the edge of my seat 
until the very end.

Simon Rebeck delivered 
a phenomenal performance as Raskol-
nikov, demonstrating range and con-
trol as the tortured protagonist. His 
show-stopping monologue moved me 
to tears with its immediacy and pow-

er. Camilla Trudell 
and Will Milstein 
excelled in multi-
ple roles, helping 
us track the evo-
lution of different 
characters with 
subtle distinction 
rather than broad 
caricature.

The technical 
elements of the 
show occasionally 
reminded me that 
we were in a learn-
ing environment 
due to some minor 
whirring of light-
ing equipment and 
the HVAC system. 
These distractions 
didn’t detract from the performance 
but rather made me wish that these 
promising students had access to qui-
eter equipment.

The most surprising triumph of this 
production was that I frequently for-
got that I was watching student the-

ater and began critiquing the show by 
professional standards. For a front-
row seat to the thrilling moments 
when study transforms into artistry, 
LCC’s “Crime and Punishment” of-
fers a masterclass in theater education 
done right.

By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS
When my theater companion asked 

me, “If men could reproduce, would 
they exterminate women?” I realized 
that Robert O’Hara’s “Mankind” 
isn’t the speculative work of fic-
tion it might’ve been pre-Dobbs. 
In a present where abortion 
rights have been terminated and 
a fetal personhood bill has been 
introduced in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, 
this provocative produc-
tion from Peppermint 
Creek Theatre Co. feels 
less like satire and more 
like prophecy, even bor-
dering on an idiocracy.

In a future where wom-
en have gone extinct and 
men can bear children, Mark and Ja-
son face an unplanned pregnancy in a 
world where abortion is illegal. What 
follows is a strange, raw exploration of 
power, especially religion, that simul-
taneously unsettles and entertains.

As Sara Holdren noted in her 2018 
review of the show for the entertain-
ment website Vulture, the playwright 
gives us “rich soil,” but the harvest re-

mains complex. The script presents 
challenges in character development 
that leave the story feeling more like an 
extended premise than an exploration 
of humanity. But that doesn’t change 

my appreciation of Peppermint 
Creek’s courage in staging such 
challenging material. I truly love 
to watch weird stuff go down in 
Lansing. The weirder the better, 
in my opinion.

Unlike a typical 
“straight play,” this 
show’s blocking priori-
tizes spectacle over in-
timacy, but it’s possible 
that this direction was 
an intentional reflection 
of the world — a mas-
culine dystopia where 

emotional connection has become for-
eign territory. I loved listening as John 
Lepard’s interpretation of the show ex-
tended into the sound design, from loud, 
slamming jail cells and roaring crowds to 
the final curtain song.

Peppermint Creek’s production, while 
not flawless (how could it be? Only men 
are involved! Cue gendered humor, ha, 
ha, ha), represents exactly the kind of 
provocative, boundary-pushing theater 

our community needs. It demands more 
from the audience than a willingness 
to be entertained. And it’s infuriating, 
of course! While “Mankind” tries to be 
about more than a moment, I’ve been 
waiting three decades now for men to 
realize this is also their moment. We 

could be doing so much more, I fear.
The director’s note hopes that women 

will lead us out of our current crisis, but 
I want to ask a different question: What 
responsibility does each man in man-
kind bear in dismantling our current 
system?

Review

Review

Deliberation pays off in ‘Crime and Punishment’ at LCC

“Crime and 
Punishment”
7 p.m. Feb. 28-March 1
LCC Black Box Theatre
411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing
lcc.edu/showinfo

“Mankind”
Feb. 27-March 2
7 p.m. Thursday-Saturday
2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday
Stage One at Sycamore Creek 
Eastwood
2200 Lake Lansing Road, 
Lansing
peppermintcreek.org

Peppermint Creek’s ‘Mankind’ dares to imagine a world that’s already here

Photo by Trumpie Photography

Connor Kelly (left) as Mark and Steve Lee as Jason in Peppermint Creek Theatre Co.’s 
production of “Mankind,” by Robert O’Hara.

Photo by Kevin Fowler

Simon Rebeck as Raskolnikov in Lansing Community College’s 
production of “Crime and Punishment,” adapted from the novel 
by Fyodor Dostoevsky.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Aries author Anne Lamott 
articulated a thought that’s perfect for you to hear 
right now: “Almost everything will work again if you 
unplug it for a few minutes, including you.” I might 
amend her wisdom a bit to say “for a few hours” 
or “a couple of days.” Now is a rare time when a 
purposeful disconnection can lead you to deeper 
synchronization. A project or relationship will 
improve after a gentle reset. Your power mantra: 
“Renew yourself with quiet inaction.”

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Beavers are the engineers 
of the natural world. The dams they fabricate not 
only create shelters for them but also benefit their 
entire ecosystem. The ponds and marshes they 
help shape provide rich habitats for many other 
species. Boosting biodiversity is their specialty. 
Their constructions also serve as natural filters, 
enhancing water quality downstream. Let’s make 
beavers your inspirational symbol for the coming 
weeks, Taurus. In their spirit, build what’s good 
for you with the intention of making it good for 
everyone whose life you touch. Ensure that your 
efforts will generate ripples that nourish your tribe 
and community.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): I predict that you will soon 
have reason to celebrate a resounding success. 
You will claim a well-deserved reward. You may 
even shiver with amazement and gratification as 
you marvel at how many challenges you overcame 
to emerge triumphant. In my view, you will have 
every right to exude extra pride and radiance. I 
won’t complain if you flirt with a burst of egotism. 
In accordance with my spirituality, I will tell you, 
“Remember that this wonder you have spawned 
will live for a very long time.”

CANCER (June 21-July 22): When you see the stars 
in the night sky, you’re looking at the ancient past. 
Light from those heavenly bodies may have taken 
as long as 4,000 years to reach us. So, we are 
beholding them as they used to be, not as they are 
now. With that as your inspiration, I invite you to 
spend quality time gazing into your own personal 
past. Meditate on how your history is alive in you 
today, making its imprint on all you do and say. Say 
prayers and write messages to yourself in which 
you express your awe and appreciation for the 
epic myth that is your destiny.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): I mourn the growing climate 
calamity that is heating up our beloved planet. 
Among many other distortions, it has triggered 
yellow forsythias and blue gentians to blossom 
during winters in the Austrian Alps — an 
unprecedented event. At the same time, I am also 
able to marvel at the strange beauty of gorgeous 
flowers growing on the winter hills of ski resorts. 
So, my feelings are mixed — paradoxical and 
confusing — and that’s fine with me. I regard it 
as a sign of soulfulness. May you be so blessed, 
Leo: full of appreciation for your capacity to hold 
conflicting ideas, perspectives and feelings.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The quietest place on 
earth is a room at Microsoft’s headquarters 
near Seattle. It’s made of six layers of steel and 
concrete, and its foundation includes vibration-
dampening springs. Within it, you can hear your 
heartbeat, the swishing of your clothes and the 
hum of air molecules colliding. The silence is 
so eerily profound that many people become 
flummoxed while visiting. Here’s the moral of the 
story: While you Virgos are naturally inclined to 
favor order and precision, a modicum of noise 
and commotion in your life is often beneficial. Like 
background sounds that keep you oriented, minor 
wriggles and perturbations ensure you remain 
grounded. This will be extra important for you to 
acknowledge in the coming weeks. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): To make a Mobius strip, you 
give a half twist to a strip of paper and attach the 
ends. You have then created a surface with just 
one side and one edge. It’s a fun curiosity, but it 
also has practical applications. Using Mobius 
strips, engineers can design more efficient gears. 
Machinists make mechanical belts that are Mobius 

strips because they wear out less quickly. There 
are at least eight other concrete functions as 
well. Let’s extrapolate from this to suggest that a 
similar theme might be arising in your life. What 
may seem like an interesting but impractical 
element could reveal its real-world value. You may 
find unexpected uses for playful features. One of 
your capacities has dimensions you have not yet 
explored but are ready to.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Sandra Cisneros is 
a visionary writer with Sun and Mercury in 
Sagittarius. She is always in quest of the next big 
lesson and the next exciting adventure. But she 
also has the Moon, Venus and Saturn in Scorpio. 
Her sensitive attunement to the hidden and secret 
aspects of reality is substantial. She thrives on 
cultivating a profound understanding of her inner 
world. It took her years to master the art of fully 
expressing both these sides of her character. 
I bring this to your attention, Scorpio, because 
you’re primed to go in quest for experiences 
that will open your heart to novel amazements 
— even as you connect with previously unknown 
aspects of your deep self that resonate with those 
experiences.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): The Moeraki Boulders 
are spread along a beach in New Zealand. Many of 
the 50 big rocks are nearly perfect spheres and 
up to 6 feet in diameter, so they provide a stunning 
visual feast. Scientists know that they have steadily 
grown for the last 4 million years, accumulating 
ever-new layers of minerals. I propose we make 
them your symbols of power until July 1. In my 
astrological estimation, you are in a phase of laying 
long-term groundwork. What may seem to be a 
tedious accumulation of small, gradual victories 
is part of a grander undertaking. Like the Moeraki 
Boulders, your efforts will crystallize into an 
enduring foundation.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): A Japanese proverb 
says, “The bamboo that bends with the wind is 
stronger and more resilient than the oak tree that 
resists.” That’s true. When storms bluster, oak 
branches get broken and blown away. Bamboo 
may look delicate, but it is actually strong and 
capable of withstanding high winds. It flourishes by 
being flexible instead of rigid. That’s the approach 
I recommend to you, Capricorn. Challenges may 
emerge that inspire you to stay grounded by 
adapting. Your plans will become optimal as you 
adjust them. By trusting your natural resilience, 
you could find unexpected chances for interesting 
transformation. Your potency will lie in your ability 
to bend without breaking.  

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Seattle’s Space Needle 
serves as an observation tower. It’s 605 feet high. 
For years, there was a restaurant with a rotating 
floor at the top. In its early days, the movement was 
so brisk that some visitors got dizzy and nauseous. 
Engineers had to recalibrate the equipment so 
it was sufficiently leisurely to keep everyone 
comfortable. Your current situation resembles 
this story. The right elements are in place, but 
you need to adjust the timing and rhythm. If there 
are frustrating glitches, they are clues to the fine 
tuning that needs to be done.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Octopuses have three 
hearts, each with a different function. Every one of 
their eight limbs contains a mini brain, giving them 
nine in total. Is there any doubt, then, that they are 
the patron creature for you Pisceans? No other 
zodiac sign is more multifaceted than you. No 
other can operate with grace on so many different 
levels. I celebrate your complexity, dear Pisces, 
which enables you to draw such rich experiences 
into your life and manage such diverse challenges. 
These qualities will be working at a peak in the 
coming weeks. For inspiration, consider putting an 
image of an octopus in your environment.

Jonesin' Crossword                                         By Matt Jones

“Pizza and a Movie”-- 
watch for these 
slices.
by Matt Jones
© 2025 Matt Jones

ACROSS
1. En ___ (with full 
attendance, as a 
court)
5. Fundamental end?
8. Blew a gasket
14. The whole A to Z
16. Cynthia’s costar
17. With “The,” 1987 
Michael Cimino epic 
adapted from a 
Mario Puzo novel
18. Fairly new
19. Yacht post
20. Coin-op opening
21. “Carpe ___!”
23. Pasty luau dish
24. Airport counter 
name
28. 1999 comedy 
about kids trying to 
get to a KISS concert
32. Tabula ___ (blank 
slate)
33. ___ Lanka
34. “Dune” star Isaac
35. City renamed 
Tokyo in 1868
36. First musical 
to win Best Picture 
since “Oliver!” in 1968
39. “I Like ___” (‘50s 
campaign slogan)
40. Gp. running Sarah 
McLachlan-backed 
ads since 2007
42. More than 
vexation
43. “Fargo” family 
name
44. 1944 musical 
starring Judy 
Garland
48. Without
49. Cleaning cloth
50. Part of MIT, for 
short
51. Ocean Spray 
name starter
53. “___ Stop the 
Music” (1980 movie)
55. Channel Tunnel 

terminus
58. Classic Disney 
cartoon with some 
questionable 
depictions of Native 
Americans
62. On the double
63. Culinary knife 
cut that’s finer than 
julienne
64. Chem lab vessels
65. Punch from 
Pacquiao
66. Geneva, for one

DOWN
1. ___-relief 
(sculpture style)
2. Frazier foe
3. Video game figure 
not controlled by the 
gamer (abbr.)
4. Mythical hybrid
5. Sacred bird, to 
ancient Egyptians
6. Airline assignment
7. ___ Dew (brand 
with a Baja Blast 
flavor)
8. Breadstick 
seasoning
9. Cookie brand

10. Mints in a little 
case
11. “___ Martin: SAP” 
(2023 Netflix standup 
special)
12. Columnist 
Landers
13. “Who ___?” (New 
Orleans Saints chant)
15. San Antonio 
mission, with “the”
20. Phillipa of 
“Hamilton” and 
“Doctor Odyssey”
21. Global low point
22. “Come on in”
23. Market strategy
25. Like some 
circles?
26. “Seems to me ...”
27. U.K. ambulance 
toppers (that 
probably go “wee-oo-
wee-oo”)
28. Freud concern
29. “Sorta”
30. Prefix meaning 
“three”
31. “Rock and Roll, 
Hoochie ___”
36. Video taker, 
briefly

37. “___ Poetica”
38. Understand
41. Some diagnostic 
tests
43. Word before 
freak or group
45. Removes data 
from
46. Ziering of 
“Beverly Hills, 90210”
47. Bed sheet 
material
52. Soap star 
Springfield
53. “Arrested 
Development” star 
Michael
54. “... three men in 
___”
55. Half-___ 
macchiato
56. 1996 Olympics 
host city, for short
57. Mauna ___ 
(Hawaiian peak)
58. Simple sandwich, 
casually
59. “Hairspray” 
actress Zadora
60. Request
61. Word before a 
maiden name

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)    	       Answers on page 21

SUDOKU	 Intermediate

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                     Feb. 26-March 4, 2025
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“A Case for the Existence of God” - A sweet, 
thoughtful story about fatherhood, family and 
friendship. 2 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. Put-
nam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Absolute Music Chamber Series: “Dynamic Dvořák”
- Enjoy Mozart’s String Quartet No. 15 and Antonín 
Dvořák’s Piano Quintet No. 2, performed by the 
Cercis Quartet and pianist Mai Mizuno. 7:30 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. absolutemusi-
clansing.org.

Acting 101 for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, meets 
biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 
1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhal-
acenter.com.

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - 15-week 
class, meets biweekly. 8 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow Urgent 
Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Alexandria McMath at the Graduate Rock Bar - 8 
p.m. 133 Evergreen Ave., East Lansing. 517-348-

0900. facebook.com/graduaterockbar. 

Blood Drive: Delta Township Admin Building - 
Schedule your appointment at redcrossblood.
org (sponsor code: Service) or call 1-800-RED-
CROSS (1-800-733-2767). Noon-5:45 p.m. 7710 
W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. facebook.com/delta-
township.

Bookend Gallery Display by Lucy Synk and 
Dorothy Engelman - Lucy has brought us a stellar 
display in oils, while Dorothy presents a zentangle 
perspective on the universe! Noon-6 p.m. Haslett 
Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/haslett.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

College Night at Lansing Shuffle - Free shuffle-
board with student ID, half off well drinks, $5 
pitchers. 7-11 p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 
lansingshuffle.com.

Wednesday, Feb. 26
18th Annual MSUFCU Student Art Exhibit - Artists 
from mid-Michigan high schools showcase their 
work, hoping to earn votes from the public and 
a group of judges. 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. MSUFCU 
Headquarters Building 1, 3777 West Road, East 
Lansing. msufcuart.com.

“A Course of Love” Zoom Discussion Group, with 
Lucille Olson and Bill Dietrich - Group reads a 
section of the book each week and discusses 
the insightful ideas. 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. 
Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting & Glee Music Class for Kids - 15-week 
class. Ages 5-12. 4:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

Allen Farmers Market - We’ll have a craft station 
where you can make masks in anticipation of 
Mardi Gras. There will also be pączkis! 3-6:30 
p.m. 1629 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. 
allenneighborhoodcenter.org/market.

Beginning Ballet for Adults - 6:45 p.m. The Studio 
Performing Arts Center, 5015 Park Lake Road, 
East Lansing. 517-336-4088. dancesingact.com.

Beginning Tap Dance for Teens & Adults - 7:45 
p.m. The Studio Performing Arts Center, 5015 
Park Lake Road, East Lansing. 517-336-4088. 
dancesingact.com.

Bookend Gallery Display by Lucy Synk and 
Dorothy Engelman - Lucy has brought us a stellar 
display in oils, while Dorothy presents a zentangle 
perspective on the universe! Noon-4 p.m. Haslett 
Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/haslett.

Broad Underground: Afro-Iran - Join us for a 
program and discussion about Blackness in the 
Persian Gulf, featuring screenings of “Black is 
Beautiful, Siyah Zibast” (2021) and “Waiting” 
(1974). 7 p.m. Wells Hall, 619 Red Cedar Road, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Broadway Jazz Dance for Teens & Adults - 
15-week class, meets biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

CharLit Adult Book Club: “A Little Devil in 
America,” by Hanif Abdurraqib - 6 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Char-
lotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

Code Club - Learn to make websites, apps, 
animations and more! No coding experience 
necessary. Grades 3+. 6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
gladl.org.

Declutter Your Life - Heather, a professional 
decluttering expert, will discuss the decluttering 
process, target organizing and how to create 
functional spaces. Registration req. 6 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Evan James at Dublin Square - 9 p.m. 327 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing. 517-351-2222. facebook.com/
dublinsquare.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at the Meridian Mall 
food court through April. 9-10 a.m. 1982 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Ignite Talks MSU - The MSU Museum CoLab 
Studio presents the fourth edition of Ignite Talks 
MSU, featuring the fast-paced stories of 10 stu-
dent research rockstars. 7 p.m. 311 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing. facebook.com/MSUMuseum.

Improv Acting for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, 
meets biweekly. 8:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Karaoke at Lansing Shuffle, hosted by Starlight 
Entertainment - 7-11 p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, 
Lansing. lansingshuffle.com.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - Whether you’re 
experienced or just starting out, the stage is 
open to all. Not a performer? Enjoy dinner, drinks 
and live music. No cover, all ages welcome. 6 
p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urban-
beatevents.com.

Meridian Historical Village Speaker Series - Bill 
Struck of the Steam Railroading Institute will 
speak on the Pere Marquette 1225, one of the 
largest steam locomotives ever to operate in 
Michigan. 7 p.m. Village Chapel, 5151 Marsh Road, 
Okemos. meridianhistoricalvillage.org.

Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - All are welcome to join our weekly 
practice! 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. lamcsangha.
wordpress.com.

The Natural World Through Poetry & Prose: A 
Reading - Through poetry and prose, writers Lau-
ra Apol, Jan Shoemaker and Mary Anna Kruch 
will share their ideas about and interactions with 
the natural world. 6:30 p.m. East Lansing Public 
Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. elpl.org.

Rollin Brummette Live at Williamston Roadhouse
- Fresh off the boat from Nashville, Tennessee, 
Rollin brings you a wide variety of acoustic tunes 
and original music! 7 p.m. 3700 E. Grand River 
Ave., Williamston. facebook.com/williamston-
roadhouse1.

Tap II for Teens & Adults - 15-week class. 6 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.
com.

Weaving the Web: Invocation - Join us online or in 
person every Wednesday for discussions, rituals, 
meditations and more! 6 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Thursday, Feb. 27
18th Annual MSUFCU Student Art Exhibit - Artists 
from mid-Michigan high schools showcase their 
work, hoping to earn votes from the public and 
a group of judges. 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. MSUFCU 
Headquarters Building 1, 3777 West Road, East 
Lansing. msufcuart.com.
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Events must be entered 
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at lansingcitypulse.
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events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 18

Lake Michigan Film 
Festival

6-10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 28
1-10 p.m. Saturday, 

March 1-Sunday, March 2
Studio C!

1999 Central Park Drive, Okemos

Running Friday (Feb. 28) through 
Sunday (March 2) at the Meridian 
Mall’s Studio C! theater, the annual 
Lake Michigan Film Festival will show-
case independent films made in or by 
filmmakers from the states surround-
ing Lake Michigan: Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Indiana and Michigan.

Friday’s schedule includes “I Agree 
with You,” a comedy about two friends 
who “begin a game of role play that 
threatens to undo their relationship,” 
at 6 p.m. and “An Autumn Summer,” 
a coming-of-age love story following a 
group of friends vacationing in a Michi-
gan lake town during their final month before college, at 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday (March 1) begins with a block of short documentaries at 1 p.m., fol-
lowed by a 3:30 p.m. double feature of “Un Dia Normal,” a drama about a teenage 
immigrant who is detained by ICE officers, and “Decoupling,” a documentary fol-
lowing a Chinese American filmmaker who travels to Beijing to retrieve his strand-
ed 3-year-old daughter in the wake of the “decoupling” of the two countries. The 
evening will offer a block of student short films at 6 p.m. and non-student short 
films at 8:30 p.m.

The festival wraps up on Sunday with a block of student short documentaries at 
1 p.m. and additional short film blocks at 6 and 8:30 p.m., as well as a screening 
of the full-length documentary “Fire Department Inc.,” about a firefighters’ union 
battling to keep the mayor from privatizing the department, at 3:30 p.m.

Members of the cast and crew will be in attendance for all the feature-length 
screenings and many of the shorts. Tickets for each screening are $10, with a $2 
discount for college students, seniors and members of the military. They can be 
purchased at celebrationcinema.com/cinemas/studio-c-meridian-mall. For more 
information on the films, visit elff.com/festival.
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Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or 
any other portable craft project and immerse 
yourself in an evening of creativity, conversation 
and community. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Hay Production 101 - Virtual course aimed 
at first-time and beginner hay growers, plus 
anyone looking to increase their knowledge. 
Topic will be “Managing Pests: Weeds, Insects 
and Disease.” 7 p.m. Register at canr.msu.edu/
events/2025-hay-production-101.

Henry Herig at Dublin Square - 9 p.m. 327 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing. 517-351-2222. facebook.com/
dublinsquare.

LRCC Annual Dinner - The Lansing Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce will present several awards 
during a special evening dedicated to business 
excellence and community pride. 5-8 p.m. 
Lansing Center, 333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
facebook.com/LansingChamber.

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other 
adult women for fun, exercise, friendship and 
skating practice. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Ice Cube, 2810 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilverblades.
org.

LSO at the Robin Theatre - Join musicians of the 
Lansing Symphony for a unique, intimate concert 
of contemporary chamber music. 7:30 p.m. 1105 
S. Washington Ave., Lansing. lansingsymphony.
org.

Michigan Birding 101: Spring 2025 - Join Michigan 
Sea Grant as we explore the wonderful hobby 
of birding in four FREE and FUN classes. 7-8 p.m. 
Virtual — register at bit.ly/MIBIRDS25.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Rock-Steady Boxing - Free 
exercise class for people with Parkinson’s and 
their caregivers. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 
2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 
517-364-8800. lapsg.org.

Pink Martini - With the combined power of a 
dozen musicians, fronted by dynamic vocalist 
China Forbes, this ensemble joins humor with 
incredible artistry for a rollicking mix of vintage 
jazz, cabaret, Brazilian samba and old-fashioned 
pop. 7:30 p.m. Wharton Center, 750 E. Shaw 
Lane, East Lansing. whartoncenter.com.

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble for All Ages - 15-
week class, meets biweekly. 5:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Siren Eaton Shelter Informational Event- Learn 
about the services Siren Eaton Shelter provides 
to the community and volunteer opportunities. 
1-3 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. 
Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Spirit of Michigan Chorus Rehearsal - We’re 
an inclusive community of women who sing a 
cappella in the barbershop style. We welcome all 
levels of musical experience. 6:45 p.m. Church of 
the Nazarene, 4851 Holt Road, Holt. spiritofmichi-
ganchorus.com.

Theo Von: “Return of the Rat” - An evening 
with stand-up comedian, podcaster, television 
personality and actor Theo Von. 7:30 p.m. Breslin 
Center, 534 Birch Road, East Lansing. breslincen-
ter.com/event/theo-von-return-rat.

Thursday Night Open Forge - Try your hand at 
blacksmithing and create your own metal master-
pieces! 6-9 p.m. Artfire Michigan, 4567 Churchill 
Road, Leslie. artfiremichigan.com.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly - Weight-loss support 
group. Weigh-in 5:30 p.m., meeting 6-7 p.m. 
Haslett Middle School, 1535 Franklin St., Haslett. 
800-932-8677. facebook.com/HaslettTops.

Friday, Feb. 28
18th Annual MSUFCU Student Art Exhibit - Artists 
from mid-Michigan high schools showcase their 
work, hoping to earn votes from the public 
and a group of judges. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. MSUFCU 
Headquarters Building 1, 3777 West Road, East 
Lansing. msufcuart.com.

“A Case for the Existence of God” - A sweet, 
thoughtful story about fatherhood, family and 
friendship. 7:30 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. 
Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Afro Beat in Town - Dance to Afrobeat, amapiano, 
Afrocongo, bongo, reggae and dancehall. 10 p.m.-
1:30 a.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

An Evening with Randy Blythe - Blythe brings his 
“Just Beyond the Light” spoken-word book tour 
to Grewal Hall. 7 p.m. 224 S. Washington Square, 
Lansing. hall224.com.

Block Rock 201, featuring the Black Rock Sextet 
- A further exploration of the contributions of 
Black musicians to the genre of rock ‘n’ roll. 9 
p.m. The Green Door, 2005 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. br201.brownpapertickets.com.

Bookend Gallery Display by Lucy Synk and Dor-
othy Engelman - Lucy has brought us a stellar dis-
play in oils, while Dorothy presents a zentangle 
perspective on the universe! Noon-4 p.m. Haslett 
Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/haslett.

Carl Pawluk at the Peanut Barrel - 8 p.m. 521 
E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-351-0608. 
peanutbarrel.com.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

Country Night at Lansing Shuffle - Enjoy line 
dance instruction from 8-9 p.m., followed by 
modern country music playing until midnight! 
We’ll have drink specials all night. No cover! 325 
Riverfront Drive, Lansing. lansingshuffle.com.

Craft Club - Create mosaic bean art! Grades 
4-12. Registration req. 4 p.m. Charlotte Commu-
nity Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. char-
lottelibrary.org.

“Crime and Punishment” - Free. 7 p.m. LCC Black Box 
Theatre, 411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing. lcc.edu/showinfo.

“Fables” - Happendance Professional Company 
presents an interactive dance performance for 
all ages! Experience the magic of storytelling as 
dancers bring to life five captivating tales from 
around the world. 7 p.m. Wharton Center, 750 E. 
Shaw Lane, East Lansing. whartoncenter.com.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at the Meridian Mall 
food court through April. 9-10 a.m. 1982 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

JP & the Energy at Mash Bar - 9 p.m. 212 Albert 
Ave., East Lansing. 517-858-2100. mashbar.net.

Lansing Parks and Recreation Travelogue: 
Tanzania - Ian Broughton has led three trips to 
Tanzania, with another scheduled in June. 7 p.m. 
Foster Community Center, 200 N. Foster Ave. 
Lansing. lansingmi.gov/985/Travelogue.

North of Five at Summerlands Brewing Co. - 7:30 
p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/sum-
merlandsbrewing.

The Stringrays at Elderly Instruments - A 
threesome of musicians with a shared interest in 
exploring great fiddle tunes. 6-8 p.m. University 
Lutheran Church, 1020 S. Harrison Road, East 
Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org.

Quiet Adventures 
Symposium

9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Satur-
day, March 1
MSU Pavilion

4301 Farm Lane, Lansing

The Quiet Adventures Society, a nonprofit that seeks to encourage participation in 
non-motorized forms of outdoor recreation, will hold its 30th annual Quiet Adventures 
Symposium 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturday (March 1) at Michigan State University’s 
Pavilion for Agriculture and Livestock Education. Geared toward all ages, the event 
will offer speakers, demonstrations, an exhibition hall, a children’s activity area, raffles 
and more. 

This year’s theme is “Bridging the Gap,” which promotes community and connec-
tion between the various outdoor activities, such as paddling, biking and camping. 
“We all use and care for the same outdoor spaces, be it directly or indirectly,” the 
event website reads. “By bridging the gaps between all of the different recreators en-
joying these spaces, we can in turn strengthen our ties to the land and water we use.”

Advance tickets are $13 for adults, while tickets at the door will be one for $20 
or two for $30. Advance tickets must be purchased online by 11:59 p.m. tonight 
(Feb. 26). Student tickets are $5, while children under 12 receive free admission. 
For more information, including schedules of speakers and demonstrations, visit 
quietadventures.org.

See Events, Page 19

Events
from page 17
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TGIF Dance Party - Music by DJ Pat Johnson. 
Complimentary line-dance lesson and buffet 
included. 7 p.m.-midnight. Eagle Eye Banquet 
Center, 15500 Chandler Road, Bath. tgifdance.
com.

Saturday, March 1
18th Annual MSUFCU Student Art Exhibit - Artists 
from mid-Michigan high schools showcase their 
work, hoping to earn votes from the public 
and a group of judges. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. MSUFCU 
Headquarters Building 1, 3777 West Road, East 
Lansing. msufcuart.com.

“A Case for the Existence of God” - A sweet, 
thoughtful story about fatherhood, family and 
friendship. 2 and 7:30 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. williamstonthe-
atre.org.

Black Barn Band at the Irish Pub - 8 p.m. 1910 W. 
Saginaw St., Lansing. 517-253-8713. facebook.
com/IrishPubLansing.

“Blood and Lipstick” Presentation - Author Tobin 
T. Buhk takes us inside the minds of Michigan’s 
most lethal women. Intended for adults. 11 a.m. 
Charlotte Community Library, 226 South Bost-
wick Street, Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Bob Stein’s 90th Birthday All-Day Dance - English 
country dance at 2 p.m., potluck at 5 p.m., 
evening contra dance at 7 p.m. All dances taught 
– no partner needed. Central United Methodist 
Church, 215 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing. tenpound-
fiddle.org.

Bookend Gallery Display by Lucy Synk and 
Dorothy Engelman - Lucy has brought us a stellar 
display in oils, while Dorothy presents a zentangle 
perspective on the universe! Noon-4 p.m. Haslett 
Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/haslett.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-7 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

Children’s Cultural Concert Series- Learn about 
south Indian culture with a performance by 
Yamini Kalluri, an internationally acclaimed south 
Indian Kuchipudi dancer. 11 a.m. Hannah Com-
munity Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com.

Citrus Sunrise Arrangement Workshop - Create 
an arrangement using colorful and scent-sational 
citrus! 1 p.m. Van Atta’s Greenhouse, 9008 Old 
M-78, Haslett. vanattas.com/news-events.

“Crime and Punishment” - Free. 7 p.m. LCC Black 
Box Theatre, 411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing. lcc.edu/
showinfo.

Dine-in or Carryout Sauerkraut Dinner and Dance 
- You may pre-order by calling Darlene Komm at 
517-290-8624. 5 p.m. dinner, 6:30 p.m. dance. Lie-
derkranz Club, 5828 S. Pennsylvania St., Lansing.
facebook.com/LansingLiederkranzClub.

Family Day: Nourish - What foods are special 
to you? This month, we’re making sculptures 
inspired by the diversity of foods in our lives. 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Intermediate Ballet for Teens & Adults - 15-week 
class, meets biweekly. 11 a.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

LEGO-Palooza - This exciting annual fundraiser will 
offer more than 20 LEGO-themed activities for 
individuals and families to enjoy together. 9:30 

a.m.-5 p.m. Impression 5 Science Center, 200 
Museum Drive, Lansing. impression5.org.

Mason Symphony Concert - Conductor David 
Schultz and guitar soloist Onur Alakavuklar lead 
a Spanish-themed concert featuring the music 
of de Falla, Granados, Chabrier and Rodrigo. 7-9 
p.m. MacDonald Middle School, 1601 Burcham 
Drive, East Lansing. masonorchestras.org.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., Meridian Mall, 1982 W. Grand River Ave., 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

MSU Women’s Basketball vs. University of Minne-
sota - 2 p.m. Breslin Center, 534 Birch Road, East 
Lansing. msuspartans.com/sports/womens-bas-
ketball.

Red Cedar Festival of Community Bands - A day of 
music performed by community bands from the 
Lansing area and around the state. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Okemos High School, 2800 Jolly Road, Okemos. 
meridiancommunityband.org/red-cedar-festival.

River Walk Trash Cleanup - Monthly trash 
cleanup on the Lansing River Trail. 11 a.m. Meet 
at Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Tiger and Dragon Kenpo Martial Arts Training - 
Based on a variety of martial arts systems, tiger 
and dragon kenpo is designed to develop self-con-
fidence in the warrior. 1 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 
809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Tumbao Bravo - Award-winning Cuban jazz and 
world music combo returns to Lansing. 7 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeat-
events.com.

“World Soul” Book Signing - Catherine Carr, 
author of “World Soul: Healing Ourselves and the 
Earth Through Pagan Theology,” visits for a book 
signing, talk and community discussion about 
how Pagan theology can help us during these 
trying times. 2:30 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 
Center St., Lansing. manifestlansing.org.

Sunday, March 2
“A Case for the Existence of God” - A sweet, 
thoughtful story about fatherhood, family and 
friendship. 2 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. 
Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

“A Course in Miracles” Study Group, with Dan 
and Carol Maynard - Noon. Unity Spiritual 
Center, 2395 Washington Road, Lansing. unityl-
ansing.org. 

Bottle and Can Collection for Eastern Ingham 
Farmers Market - We collect your Michigan-re-
turnable bottles and cans from your trunk while 
you stay warm in your vehicle. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
McCormick Park, 123 High St., Williamston. 
easterninghamfarmersmarket.org.

The Celts at Grewal Hall - Australian folk band 
comes to Lansing. 7 p.m. 224 S. Washington 
Square, Lansing. hall224.com

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. Noon-6 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

GLAD Drum Circle - Join the Greater Lansing 
Area Drummers for a fun and energetic 
afternoon of rhythm and drumming. All ages 
and experience levels welcome. 2-4 p.m. Bath 
Community Center, 5959 Park Lake Road, Bath. 
facebook.com/GreaterLansingAreaDrummers.

Family Brunch & Lunch at Lansing Shuffle - Fea-
turing free shuffleboard for kids, video game 
tournaments, cornhole, giant Jenga and two-
for-$10 mimosas. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 325 Riverfront 
Drive, Lansing. lansingshuffle.com.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Red Cedar 
Festival of 

Community Bands 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, 

March 1
Okemos High School

2800 Jolly Road, 
Okemos

The Meridian Commu-
nity Band invites music 
enthusiasts of all ages to 
its 28th annual Red Cedar Festival of Community Bands, running 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturday (March 1) at Okemos High School. Eleven wind ensembles hailing 
from across the state will perform throughout the day, including five from Greater 
Lansing: the DeWitt Community Concert Band, the Lansing Concert Band, the 
Grand Ledge Community Band, the Charlotte Community band and, of course, 
the Meridian band itself. Each group will also participate in a clinic following its 
performance, part of the festival’s mission to grow the level of musicianship in 
Michigan’s community bands. A full schedule of performances is available at  
meridiancommunityband.org/redcedarfestival. Admission is free, though dona-
tions to benefit the festival will be accepted.

See Events, Page 20

Events
from page 18
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First Start Sunday - Monthly blacksmithing 
workshop for beginners, featuring a shop tour, 
lessons on safety and technique, and a take-
home project. 1-4 p.m. Artfire Michigan, 4567 
Churchill Road, Leslie. artfiremichigan.com.

Harmony Sundays - Weekly DJ event featuring 
Aura the Brave and special guests. 9 p.m. 
Mac’s Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-
484-6795. instagram.com/macsbarmsu.

Ingham Festival Chorale Rehearsal - The cho-
rale invites you to sing. Membership fee is $60 
and includes all music. No audition necessary. 
2-3:30 p.m. University United Methodist Church, 
1120 S. Harrison Road, East Lansing. facebook.
com/inghamfestivalchoralemi.

The Jeremiahs - One of the premier acoustic 
bands of Ireland, the Jeremiahs are as adept 
at singing classic Irish ballads as they are at 
revving up with room with jigs and reels. 3 p.m. 
University Lutheran Church, 1020 S Harrison 
Road, East Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org.

Jugglers and Would-Be Jugglers - Jugglers 
meet at the Orchard Street Pump House 2 
p.m. Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. 
mikemarhanka@gmail.com.

Lansing Roller Derby Adult Boot Camp - Four-
month roller derby training course focused 
on developing skaters to their full potential, 
regardless of prior skill or experience. 2-4 p.m. 
Court One Training Center, 7868 Old M-78, East 
Lansing. lansingrollerderby.com.

LEGO-Palooza - This exciting annual fundraiser 
will offer more than 20 LEGO-themed activities 
designed for individuals and families to enjoy 
together. 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Impression 5 Science 
Center, 200 Museum Drive, Lansing. impres-
sion5.org.

MSUFCU Student Art Exhibit Awards Ceremo-
ny - This event for teachers, parents, students 
and art fans will recognize the winners of 
juried, people’s choice, social and school spirit 
awards. 1 p.m. MSUFCU Headquarters Building 
1, 3777 West Road, East Lansing. msufcuart.
com.

MSU Men’s Basketball vs. University of Wis-
consin - 1:30 p.m. Breslin Center, 534 Birch 
Road, East Lansing. msuspartans.com/sports/
mens-basketball.

Quaker Meeting for Worship - 10:30 a.m. Red 
Cedar Friends Meeting House, 1400 Turner St., 
Lansing. redcedarfriends.org.

Summerlands Sunday Brunch - Noon-4 p.m. 
Summerlands Brewing Co., 1957 Cedar St., 
Holt. facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Monday, March 3
Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing. cmialanon.
org.

Big 10 Collegiate Mental Health Center Con-
ference - Theme is “Multiple Ways of Knowing, 
Doing and Being in Collegiate Mental Health: A 
collective call for social justice through integrat-
ed, holistic and multicultural responsive care.” 
Noon. Kellogg Hotel, 219 S. Harrison Road, East 
Lansing. eventbrite.com/o/michigan-state-univer-
sity-17719520422.

Bingo Night at Summerlands Brewing Co. - Free 
to play, with fun prizes every game! 8-9:30 p.m. 
1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/summer-
landsbrewing.

Bookend Gallery Display by Lucy Synk and Dor-
othy Engelman - Lucy has brought us a stellar dis-
play in oils, while Dorothy presents a zentangle 
perspective on the universe! Noon-4 p.m. Haslett 
Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/haslett.

Broadway Jazz Dance for Teens & Adults - 
15-week class, meets biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

Crafty Story Time - Preschool-aged children and 
their caregivers can enjoy fun activities, stories 
and a craft. 11 a.m. Charlotte Community Library, 
226 South Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlotteli-
brary.org.

Delta Township Mother-Son Dance - 7-9 p.m. The 
Venue by Eleven 11 Events, 5660 W. Saginaw Hwy., 
Lansing. 517-323-8555. deltami.gov/registration.

Fiber Circle - Knitters, crocheters and stitchers 
of all ages and skill levels welcome. Although for-
mal instruction isn’t provided, attendees assist 
each other with techniques and skills. 6 p.m. 226 
S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at the Meridian Mall 
food court through April. 9-10 a.m. 1982 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Improv Acting for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, 
meets biweekly. 8:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Jazz/Ballet II for Kids - 15-week class. Ages 
9-13. 4 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhala-
center.com.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Yoga - Free exercise class for 
people with Parkinson’s and their caregivers. 1 p.m. 
Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble for All Ages - 15-
week class, meets biweekly. 5:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Work It Out Wombats: Step It Out - Join us for some 
problem-solving fun with the Work It Out Wombats. 
Over the three-week program, we’ll do hands-on 
activities, watch “Wombats” videos and listen to 
stories to learn computational thinking skills. Ages 
4-6. 6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Tuesday, March 4
“A Course in Miracles” Discussion Group, with 
Lisa Schmidt - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. 
Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting 101 for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, 
meets biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - 
15-week class, meets biweekly. 8 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 9 a.m. Alano Club South, 3500 
S. Cedar St., Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 7 p.m. St. Jude Church, 801 N. 
Bridge St., DeWitt. cmialanon.org.

Beginning West Coast Swing Group Dance Class - 
Eight-week class. 8 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 
2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 
517-364-8800. uofmhealthsparrow.org/our-hospi-
tals-services/michigan-athletic-club.
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Lansing Music Instrument Swap
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, March 2

Causeway Bay Hotel
6820 S. Cedar St., Lansing

Delta Township music store Music Instrument 
Swap will host its 12th annual instrument swap meet 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday (March 2) at the Cause-
way Bay Hotel in south Lansing. With more than 70 
vendors covering more than 8,000 square feet of 
space, attendees are invited to buy, sell and trade 
new, used, vintage and custom-built instruments as 
well as amplifiers, accessories, records, memorabil-
ia and more. 

“The best part about these swap meets are the 
people,” Music Instrument Swap co-owner Shawn VanSteeland said. “We’ve got 
such a robust, diverse and incredibly talented and knowledgeable music com-
munity here in Michigan. The swaps bring those people together, and the room 
comes alive.” 

VanSteeland also noted that the event is “a chance to score an incredible deal 
on player-condition gear,” or used equipment with “plenty of life left in it.”

Attendees will have the chance to win free concert tickets from sponsor Q106. 
Admission is $10 at the door. VIP tickets granting early access are available at 
musicinstrumentswap.com. 

Exit Strategies – Expert Painting Services! 
Commercial & Residential, Interior & 

Exterior. 20+ Years of Experience. Insured. 
Call 616-284-1623 for a  Free Estimate!
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By LEO V. KAPLAN
At 6 years old, Erin Witt loved mix-

ing up homemade 
concoctions and of-
fering them to her 
neighbors.

Now 23, she’s run-
ning her own cafe 
and bakery — and 
she’s still having fun 

with it.
Brewitt Cafe & 

Bakery opened 
Jan. 15 in the 
Allen Neighbor-
hood Center’s ac-
celerator kitchen. 
The eatery fea-
tures loaded waf-
fles and savory 

waffle sandwiches, plus cold brew coffee 
and house-made cookies. 

Brewitt was previously run out of a 
food truck, which Witt intends to con-
tinue operating this spring and sum-
mer, after she finds some more em-
ployees. For now, it’s just Witt and her 
mother, Donna.

Witt said she’s dreamt of owning a 
cafe and bakery since she was in high 

school, after binging “The Great Brit-
ish Baking Show” sparked an obsession 
with baking.

“I really started to get into it and re-
alized I would love to own a bakery in 
the future,” she said. “But at that point it 
was just a dream.”

She was studying to be a therapist at 
Lansing Community College when she 
started working at Good Eats Diva, a 
now-defunct local bakery. The experi-
ence and mentorship made her dream 
feel tangible, so when Good Eats Diva 
shut down around the time of the 
COVID lockdown, she seized the op-
portunity to start making custom cakes 
from home. From there, the seeds of 
Brewitt slowly sprouted.

“I did custom cakes for a year or so,” 
Witt said. “Then I transitioned into a 
farmers market where I made custom 
cakes and an array of baked goods. 
That’s where I met someone who per-
suaded me into purchasing a food truck.

“I basically just took the leap,” she 
continued.

That food truck went through multi-
ple iterations as Witt defined her vision. 
Its first lasted only a month.

“At the very beginning, the menu was 
paninis,” she said. “We made homemade 

focaccia and our own sandwiches. But 
that wasn’t inspiring.

“That was during the winter, and the 
winter and food trucks don’t mix well,” 
she added. “Especially for someone who 
doesn’t know how to operate a food 
truck.”

While working a different job, Witt 
had the idea to sell loaded waffles. Then, 
when she needed a savory option for a 
National Nurses Week event in Owosso, 
she created a Southwest turkey waffle 
sandwich, which is still on the menu.

“That was the start of it all,” she said. 
After multiple customers encouraged 

Witt to look into the Allen Neighbor-
hood Center, she decided to pursue the 
lead. 

“We had so much momentum go-
ing toward the end of our season,” she 
said. “I loved this job, and I didn’t want 
it to end. I thought I was ready to ex-
pand into something bigger than a food 
truck.”

Now situated at the Allen Center, 
Witt is excited to see the menu evolve 
further. In addition to Brewitt’s rotating 
specials, like a Dubai chocolate waffle, 
she aims to expand the menu’s perma-
nent selections with items such as a 
fried chicken waffle sandwich. She also 

hopes to buy an espresso machine.
As she looks to the future, Witt 

doesn’t expect the accelerator kitchen to 
be her final stop. But she’s certainly not 
rushing to get out.

“I love the kitchen, and I love the 
community,” she said. “There are so 
many great resources here.”

Big 10 Collegiate Mental Health Center Conference 
- Theme is “Multiple Ways of Knowing, Doing and 
Being in Collegiate Mental Health: A collective call 
for social justice through integrated, holistic and 
multicultural responsive care.” 7 a.m. Kellogg Ho-
tel, 219 S. Harrison Road, East Lansing. eventbrite.
com/o/michigan-state-university-17719520422.

Bookend Gallery Display by Lucy Synk and Dorothy 
Engelman - Lucy has brought us a stellar display 
in oils, while Dorothy presents a zentangle 
perspective on the universe! Noon-4 p.m. Haslett 
Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/haslett.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/okemos.

Hay Production 101 - Virtual course aimed at 
first-time and beginner hay growers, plus anyone 
looking to increase their knowledge. Topic will be 
“Cost of Production & Marketing.” 7 p.m. Register 
at canr.msu.edu/events/2025-hay-production-101.

Intermediate Ballet for Teens & Adults - 15-week 
class, meets biweekly. 11 a.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Level I Dance for Kids - 15-week class. Ages 5-8. 4 
p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.
com.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Balance, Conditioning and 
Strength - Free exercise class for people with 

Parkinson’s and their caregivers. 1 p.m. Michigan 
Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To 
register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Preteen Reads Book Club - Each participant 
reads the same book beforehand and comes to 
the meeting ready to chat, eat snacks and have 
book-related fun. Grades 4-6. Registration req. 6 
p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick 
St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle - 7:30-9 p.m. 325 River-
front Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansingshuffle.
com.

Wednesday, March 5
“A Course of Love” Zoom Discussion Group, with 
Lucille Olson and Bill Dietrich - Group reads a 
section of the book each week and discusses 
the insightful ideas. 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. 
Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting & Glee Music Class for Kids - 15-week 
class. Ages 5-12. 4:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

Beginning Tap Dance for Teens & Adults - 7:45 
p.m. The Studio Performing Arts Center, 5015 
Park Lake Road, East Lansing. 517-336-4088. 
dancesingact.com.

Beginning Ballet for Adults - 6:45 p.m. The Studio 
Performing Arts Center, 5015 Park Lake Road, 
East Lansing. 517-336-4088. dancesingact.com.

Big 10 Collegiate Mental Health Center Con-
ference - Theme is “Multiple Ways of Knowing, 
Doing and Being in Collegiate Mental Health: A 
collective call for social justice through integrat-
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ed, holistic and multicultural responsive care.” 
7 a.m. Kellogg Hotel, 219 S. Harrison Road, East 
Lansing. eventbrite.com/o/michigan-state-univer-
sity-17719520422.

Bookend Gallery Display by Lucy Synk and 
Dorothy Engelman-Lucy has brought us a stellar 
display in oils, while Dorothy presents a zentan-
gle perspective on the universe! Noon-4 p.m. 
Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.
org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Broadway Jazz Dance for Teens & Adults - 
15-week class, meets biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/

about/our-locations/okemos.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at the Meridian Mall 
food court through April. 9-10 a.m. 1982 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Improv Acting for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, 
meets biweekly. 8:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

It’s Elementary - Learn how to catch a lepre-
chaun using science, then build a leprechaun 
trap! Grades 4-6. Registration req. 6 p.m. 
Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick 
St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Brewitt Cafe & 
Bakery

1615 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
3-7 p.m. Wednesday
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-
Sunday
(989) 838-9068
brewittcafebakery.com

Brewitt Cafe & Bakery expands into Allen Neighborhood Center

Courtesy Erin Witt

Erin Witt (left) and her mother, Donna, hold 
the new sign for their Allen Neighborhood 
Center location.
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By LIZY FERGUSON
East Lansing’s Hannah Plaza is home 

to a world of cuisines: Indian, Japanese, 
Vietnamese, Chinese 
and now Middle East-
ern, with the opening 
of Chtoura Mediterra-
nean Grill in the space 
formerly occupied by 
Sultan’s. Specializing in 
Lebanese dishes, Chtou-
ra offers the usual sus-
pects expected of a Mid-
dle Eastern restaurant 
menu, as well as some 
less familiar choices.

I love to try new 
things, so I opted for the 
maklouba plate without 
knowing exactly what 
that was. As it turns out, 
maklouba is a tradition-
al dish where meat, rice 
and fried vegetables are 
placed in a pot in layers. 
When it’s served, the pot 
is turned upside down 
— the Arabic word for 
which is where the dish 
gets its name. Because 
of the layering, when it’s inverted, it 
resembles a cake. The dish is served at 
large gatherings and celebrations. 

Because I received a single serving, 
I missed out on this effect, but I was 
nonetheless impressed. Chtoura’s mak-
louba comes with yellow rice, fried egg-

plant and chicken, as 
well as a side of garlic 
sauce and a choice of 
soup or salad. I opted 
for the Greek salad, 
which, along with feta 
and black olives, con-
tained ribbons of car-
rot that were pickled 
in the dressing. These 
bright, acidic flavors 
paired beautifully 
with the earthy, sa-
vory, cinnamon- and 
clove-spiced rice; the 
luscious fried egg-
plant; and the ten-
der, shawarma-like 
chicken. There were 
also toasted slivers of 
almond, which were 
a tasty surprise every 
time they ended up in 
a bite. 

All this and I hav-
en’t even mentioned 

the bread! Small rounds of pillow-soft 
pita were perfect for stuffing with a lay-
er of garlic sauce, a healthy portion of 

salad and a bit of everything else, then 
dipping in the silky-smooth hummus, 
which I added to the order. Bread is 
a welcome accompaniment to most 
meals, but Chtoura’s bread and maklou-
ba were a match made in heaven. 

When ordering takeout from Chtou-
ra, the first thing you’ll notice is the heft 
of the bags. You could easily get another 
meal, if not two, out of the huge portion 
sizes, which is lucky because you’ll im-
mediately want to go back for more. 
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.

Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.

Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

TOP 5 CUPCAKES
Based on your votes in City Pulse’s 

2024 Top of the Town contest. Bon 
appétit!

1. Cakes-A-Bloomin’
Bakery off ering custom cakes as well as
cookies, cupcakes and pastries
412 Elmwood Road, Lansing
(517) 321-2230
cakes-a-bloomin.com
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Friday
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday
2. Flour Child Bakery
Bakery and cafe serving a variety of sweet
and savory treats
323 S. Bridge St., Grand Ledge

(517) 622-4772
fl ourchildbakeryandcafe.com
6 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Friday
6 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

3. Nothing Bundt Cakes
Bakery chain off ering bundt cakes in a 
range of sizes, from bite sized to tiered
2090 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos
(517) 220-0303
nothingbundtcakes.com
9 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Friday
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday

4. Sugar Shack
Sweet shop with a rotating cupcake 
selection, plus other treats
215 N. Clippert St., Lansing
(517) 316-2009
sugarshackshop.com
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday-Thursday
11 a.m.-9 p.m. Friday-Saturday

5. Sweet Encounter Bakery & Cafe
Bakery and cafe specializing in gluten-free, 
peanut-free and vegan desserts
300 S. Washington Square, Lansing
(517) 730-5005
sweetencounterbakery.com
8 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday-Friday
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Maklouba plate
$14.99

Chtoura Mediterranean Grill
4790 Hagadorn Road, Suite 

164, East Lansing
11 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-

Thursday
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Friday-

Saturday
11 a.m.-8:30 p.m. Sunday

(517) 721-1248
chtouragrill.com

 

 

Monday-Thursday 11AM-10PM
Friday 11AM-10:45PM

Saturday 11AM-10:30PM
Sunday 11AM-9PM

300 N. CLIPPERT STREET, SUITE 17  
LANSING, MI 48912 • 517.203.0096

Buy One 
Dinner
GET ONE 
½ OFF!

A special just for you!
Full Menu Available

for Pick Up & 

Delivery

Enjoy a Mediterranean feast at East Lansing’s new Chtoura Grill

Lizy Ferguson for City Pulse

The maklouba plate at East Lansing’s new Chtoura Mediterranean Grill is loaded with 
luscious fried eggplant; tender, shawarma-like chicken; and fragrant, savory rice.
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Thank You For 
Voting Us The Best!

Thank You For 
Voting Us The Best!

Best BBQ
Best BBQ Sauce

Best Wings
Best Caterer/

Catering service

2024

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION
EFFECTIVE

MEDIATION

betterhealthmarket.combetterhealthmarket.combetterhealthmarket.com

SAT., APRIL 12, 10AM-4PM 
@ OUR FRANDOR STORE

Save � e Date

FREE HEALTH & 
WELLNESS FAIR

If you would like to be a vendor in the 
fair click the QR code right or contact 

Kathleen Freydl: 313-549-2225 or 
@ rootcausekf@gmail.com

• Meet local health & wellness providers
• Meet experts from local and national brands

• Hands on product demonstrations from top supplement providers
• Health tips from on-site nutrition and wellness coaches

• Free samples from national brands • Free ra�  es for gift baskets 
• Free healthy snacks & drink samples • 1000’s of items on Sale 

EAST LANSING 
(Frandor)  305 N Clippert Ave • Across from Frandor Mall

517-332-6892
Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-9pm • Sun 10am-7pm
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Sponsored Content

The resistance will be televised.

Advertising isn’t my expertise, and I don’t like doing it. But I’m 
feeling like I need to do some di�erent TV stu�, and the team I 
work with has done some great work, so please consider this: 

If you have a creative mind and ideas for some new and relevant 
content, I’d love to hear what you have. Whether for furnaces or air 
conditioning, and if they involve mocking the MAGA movement in 

some way, it would be even better. If your idea is chosen and 
you're willing, we may include you in the �lming. 

Example:

Tired of burning books to heat your home? 
Call All Star Mechanical.

Please submit your ideas to lansingallstar@gmail.com.

No hate mail will be refused either; those make great ads, too!


