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By JOAN NELSON
As I was easing into retirement from 

the Allen Neighborhood Center in late 
2022, two housing-related issues had 
my full attention.

One was my longstanding plan to 
carve out a couple of suites in my big, 
funky, 107-year- old home to operate a 
rooming house. In the way of millions of 
19th and early-20-century women of a 
certain age who supported themselves in 
this way, I decided to create Rosamond 
Place — the name of my little enterprise. 
I opened following a few months of 
painting, restoring wood, replacing car-
pet, and finally packing up and storing 
in the basement all of my son’s belong-
ings that did not make the trip to New 
York with him 10 years ago.

As for the administrative nuts and 
bolts of operating a rooming house, I 
was guided by a little manual created 
in 2010 by ANC to assist older adults 
in determining whether they (and their 
houses) were a good fit for taking in 
renters. It included a self-assessment 
(e.g., “How do you feel about people 
using your kitchen?”) and an assessment 
of one’s home (“Where will boarders 
park? What areas of the home might be 
used for common space?”). The manual 
also offered tips on where and how to 
safely advertise, ques-
tions to ask prospective 
boarders, sample leases 
and more.  (Call Aurora at 
the Allen Neighborhood 
Center at (517) 999-3917 
for a free copy of the 
manual.)  Two years later, 
I can tell you that this has 
been a largely positive ad-
venture. Rosamond Place 
has provided hard-to-come-by 
lodging for several young people 
and a revenue stream and good compa-
ny for me! 

The second housing issue requiring 
my attention was finding a facility for 
an older family member whose complex 
medical diagnosis required round-the-
clock skilled nursing care. Finding space 
in a reputable nursing home was hard 
enough, but figuring out how to pay 
the $6,000-$13,000 monthly cost of 
a room was truly daunting. Like many 
elders of modest means, he looked to 

Medicaid and began an arduous spend-
down process in order to qualify for 
coverage. (Medicaid coverage is contin-
gent upon having no more than $9,000 

in savings/investments to 
one’s name.)

Given the mind-boggling 
cost of nursing homes, I was 
not surprised to learn that 
Medicaid covers nursing 
home bills for well over 60% 
of people who reside in them. 
It’s notable that over 60% 
are privately owned, another 
25% are run 

by nonprofits and 
the rest are run by 

government agencies.  
The demand for nursing 
home care is unlikely 
to come down anytime 
soon, given that the 
number of 65-year-olds 
is still increasing every year (the boomer 
population bulge), as are life expectan-
cies. In terms of sheer numbers, demand 
may ease a bit by 2030 when all baby 
boomers will be age 65 and over and the 
growth in the older population will start 

slowing.
My preoccupation with my own and 

my family member’s housing issues led 
me to a deeper exploration of the hous-
ing crisis and ultimately to joining with 
about 40 other Lansing residents to 
create the Shared Use Housing Advoca-
cy Network.

Regular readers may be familiar with 
my articles about this group’s support of 
zoning changes that will reduce barri-
ers for creating more diverse housing 
options such as rooming and boarding 
houses, co-ops, cottage developments 

and accessory dwelling 
units, or ADUs, aka gran-
ny flats.  We are hoping 
that Lansing follows the 
example of 22 Michigan 
cities and scores more 
around the country 
that have established 

more inclusive zoning (as opposed to 
exclusive single-family zoning). Zon-
ing changes elsewhere have resulted in 
creating more diverse, affordable and 
appropriate housing for the two-thirds 
of households that are not single- family 
households, that is, a parent or parents 

with children under 18 years.  
Though millennials and families of all 

sorts are grappling with the critical issue 
of housing availability and affordability, 
seniors are particularly hard-pressed, 
given their additional needs for housing 
to accommodate mobility challenges 
and to also provide relatively easy access 
to health, transportation and other 
age-related services. Overwhelmingly, 
older adults continue to express a desire 
to age-in-place, either in their own 
homes or within the neighborhood or 
community in which they have lived 
their lives and have established net-
works of support. And adults aging in 
place are doing so at a more advanced 
age. A recent study published by the 
Joint Center for Housing Services at 
Harvard University suggests that house-
holds headed by seniors aged 80 and 
older will more than double by 2040.  

This may not set well with some peo-
ple who blame low housing inventory 
and elevated prices on boomers clinging 
to our mortgage-free homes. There are 
far more significant factors responsible 
for our critical housing shortage, includ-
ing decades of insufficient production of 
new homes. Further, it’s not as if holding 
on to one’s home, even with a paid-
off mortgage, is without its financial 
challenges. Studies suggest that seniors 
are carrying more debt these days, fixed 
retirement income is failing to keep up 
with inflation and housing cost burdens 
are making it tough to afford rising 
costs of food and medicine. A recent 
Bloomberg report noted that one of the 
reasons that elders are hanging onto 
their homes despite these challenges is 
that in the single-family-home-domi-
nated communities where older adults 
tend to live, there aren’t enough alterna-
tives for downsizing.

So how do we provide the housing 
alternatives that would enable elders to 
remain in communities, live in ap-
propriate, affordable and age-friendly 
housing and have reasonably easy access 
to aging-related services? One option 
spreading across the U.S. is house shar-
ing, whereby a senior shares his or her 
home with a couple of other seniors and 
perhaps with a caregiver who can assist 
all of them. 

Multigenerational housing is also on 
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“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Call or email your 
councilmember at  City.
council@lansingmi.gov  to 
encourage them to support 
the proposed zoning 
changes to allow for more 
shared-use housing.

Opinion

Age and the housing crisis: Options for Lansing are available

See Nelson, Page 5

Photo by David Muylle

Cottage Lane, a collection of new and restored senior rental residences with 
shared grounds on Lansing’s east side, is an example of what the community needs 
more of. (From left): Terry Jenkins, a visitor from Lansing; Joan Holley, a resident; 
Olga Delgado, a neighbor; Lisa Saltman, a social worker who organizes weekly gath-
erings; Barbara Kulpa, another resident.
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Corky and Maryann Juarez met at 
Eastern High School in the 1970s.

Tuesday, the married couple, both 
1975 graduates, watched as its demoli-
tion began.

“I never thought I’d see it torn down,” 
Corky said.

The move comes a week after Universi-
ty of Michigan Health-Sparrow asked the 
city of Lansing for permission to demol-
ish the building for “future expansion” 
and a few days after the city’s planning 
and development director approved it. 

UM-Sparrow said last year it wants to 
build a $97 million psychiatric facility on 
the property and has said the landmark 
school could not be adapted to that use.

E.T. MacKenzie Co. of Grand Ledge be-
gan demolition on the building’s north-
east end, which housed the band room, 
among other facilities. The project end 
date is May 31, according to UM-Spar-
row’s demolition application. The permit 
is good until Aug. 26. UM-Sparrow esti-
mated demoliton at $2.1 million.

UM-Sparrow spokesperson Corey Al-
exander said Tuesday he has nothing to 
add to its statement a week ago that the 
building was “beyond repair.”

“Given these challenges, the building is 
being thoughtfully removed to make way 
for a modern facility designed specifical-
ly to meet the community’s behavioral 
health needs,” the statement said.

“To honor the history and legacy of 
Eastern High School, we are working 
with alumni to preserve meaningful ar-
tifacts and establish a memorial garden 
on the site.”

However, Jim Lynch, president of 
Eastern’s alumni association, said Tues-
day UM-Sparrow executives haven’t talk-
ed to the alumni association for several 
months. “Total silence,” Lynch said.

The demolition comes a week after 
UM-Sparrow submitted a request to de-
molish the high school Feb. 25. Its appli-
cation says nothing about building a psy-

chiatric facility — just that UM wanted 
to demolish old Eastern for the hospital’s 
“future expansion.” The U of M Board of 
Regents has yet to consider the psychiat-
ric facility proposal. 

Rawley Van Fossen, chief of Lansing’s 
Economic Development and Planning 
Department, approved the application. 
Efforts to reach Van Fossen for comment 
today were unsuccessful.

Scott Bean, Mayor Andy Schor’s 
spokesperson, said last week the ad-
ministration had no choice. The process 
limits the city to reviewing only technical 
issues, such as the demolition company’s 
license. There were no grounds for the 
administration or the City Council to in-
tervene, he said.

The plan to demolish Eastern has long 
been controversial, with preservationists 
arguing the high school is one of the few 
remaining historical structures in Lan-
sing. The building was designed by Irving 
and Allen Pond, who also designed Mich-
igan State University and University of 

Michigan student unions.
The 97-year-old school opened in 1928 

and closed in 2019, four years after the 
Lansing School Board sold it to Sparrow 
Health System. U of M Health acquired 
Sparrow two years ago.

A community group called the Coali-
tion to Preserve Eastern High School and 
Promote Mental Health has advocated 
for preserving the structure’s west wing 
and auditorium. It has argued that they 
could be restored and repurposed. Its 
efforts to negotiate with UM-Sparrow 
have been unsuccessful. Moreover, act-
ing under pressure from trade unons. the 
Council turned down a request to study 
whether old Eastern could be declared a 
historic district, which might have saved 
it.

An online petition from the coalition 
to save the high school has garnered 
over 800 signatures, and the group has 
created a website rebutting claims from 
UM-Sparrow that the building is in un-
salvageable disrepair.

In a Feb. 27 update, Margaret Dimond, 
U-M Health Regional Network presi-
dent, said the auditorium and west wing 
were “not salvageable” because of water 
damage. She said it would cost “hundreds 
of millions of dollars to bring it back to 
where it was even in the nineties.”

“It’s really not a place that humans 
should even walk through,” Dimond said.

Andrew Muylle of the Coalition to Pre-
serve Eastern High School questioned 
the source of Dimond’s claims.

“We know for a fact that the entire re-
hab of Walter French school, which was 
in far worse condition than Eastern, cost 
around $39 million,” Muylle said. “Our 
question is where does that figure for wa-
ter damage come from?”

Dimond said that UM-Sparrow has 
worked with preservation groups, but did 
not name any. Muylle said the coalition 
is unaware of any such interactions, but 
UM-Sparrow ceased communications 
with the group “months ago.”

Mayor Andy Schor issued a statement 
Tuesday that he loved the building and 
had “hoped it could be repurposed for new 
use.” Schor said he has shared this hope 
with UM-Sparrow but had been told that 
“rehabilitating the building would cost 
many millions of dollars that will instead 
be used for needed health care.”

“While it is tough to lose a great old 
building, I look forward to greater access 
for our residents to the behavioral health 
care that is needed,” he said.

Nancy Mahlow, president of the East-
side Neighborhood Organization, said 
UM-Sparrow called her about the dem-
olition this morning. Mahlow mentioned 
that the demolition has begun on the 
building’s east wings, making preserva-
tion of the west wing and auditorium still 
possible.

“It’s not done until that wrecking ball 
hits the main building, so we’re going to 
forge on,” Mahlow said.

LEO V. KAPLAN

Photo by Raymond Holt

1975 Eastern High School alumni Corky and Maryann Juarez watch as UM-Sparrow 
begins demolishing landmark old Eastern High School Tuesday.

the rise. In 2021, nearly 11 million older 
adults lived with at least one adult rela-
tive, up more than 80% since 2006. 

And in some communities, seniors are 
creating duplexes from their single-fam-
ily homes to downsize their personal 
living space while creating a rental option 
for another person and additional in-
come for themselves.  At some point, the 
other unit can be rented to a caregiver.

If Lansing approves the zoning 

changes that are in the last stages of 
what has been an 18-month-long ap-
provals process, the following might be-
come additional (more clearly defined) 
alternatives:

— Opening a rooming house and 
providing desperately needed housing to 
a student, your newly divorced friend, a 
traveling nurse or a relative.

— Creating boomer co-ops, where 
seniors with a more communal orienta-
tion appreciate having private space as 
well as access to shared common spaces 
(kitchen, dining room) and a support 
system. Ann Arbor has two of these 

while Frankfort, Michigan’s senior co-op 
dates from the 1990s. 

— Creating additional multigenera-
tional co-ops, such as Rivendell here in 
Lansing, where millennials and elders 
share space, household tasks, and skills; 

— Developing more cottage commu-
nities such as Dave Muylle’s Cottage 
Lane on Lansing’s east side, where 
elders rent a cottage and connect with 
neighbors in the shared courtyard; 

— Building a backyard granny flat 
and renting it to a family member or 
perhaps eventually to a caregiver.  

What is shared by most of these op-

tions is that they are usually communi-
ty-initiated and incremental. Respectful 
of the physical and social characteristics 
of a neighborhood, these efforts are not 
jarring but rather gradually thicken or 
gently densify urban communities in 
pretty painless ways. While the avail-
ability of these alternatives will increase 
housing options for people of all ages, 
they will most certainly help keep elders 
in a community for as long as possible.  

(Joan Nelson is the retired founding 
executive director of the Allen Neigh-
borhood Center. She writes this column 
monthly.)

Nelson
from page 4

UM-Sparrow begins demolishing old Eastern High School
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U.S. Rep. Tom Barrett, R-Charlotte an-
nounced a one-hour telephone town hall 
at 7:10 p.m. Monday (March 10). His office 
said the number will be available soon via so-
cial media. The announcement follows protests 
accusing Barrett of hiding from constituents. 
A spokesperson said the town hall was in the 
works before the protests, however. Constitu-
ents will enter a queue to ask their questions, 

which Barrett’s D.C. office said will not be screened. A livestream 
will be available, but attendees can only ask questions over the 
phone. Activist groups were unsatisfied with the announcement, 
insisting that the meeting would be less personal and that Bar-
rett’s responsibility to constituents involved in-person meetings. 

The Ingham County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice has charged MSU student Hope Dun-
can, 18, of Eastpointe, with false reports 
or threats of terrorism and using a com-
puter to commit a crime. A screenshot of 
the anonymous post from the MSU Class of 
’28 Snapchat account read, “There’s going to 
be another shooting at Michigan State. I’m 
so glad, this school definitely deserves it and 
everybody here should die.” MSU Police ar-
rested Duncan on the 800 block of Chestnut Road in East Lan-
sing and transported her to the Ingham County Jail. A judge set 
her bond at $20,000 in 54B District Court and scheduled her 
next court date for March 20. MSU also kicked Duncan out of 
school. Her attorney, Mike Nichols, said the post was not illegal 
and that a judge should dismiss the charges.

WLNS-TV News anchor Sheri Jones 
has announced her retirement after 
35 years at the station. She said her 
last day will be May 9. “On camera, 
what you see is what you get: someone 
who is caring, warm, and most of all — 
genuine,” said WLNS news director Jam 
Sardar. “Behind the camera, she treats 
everyone from the governor to the cus-
todian with interest, respect and grace.” 

Jones has been inducted into the Michigan Broadcasting Hall 
of Fame and the Michigan Journalism Hall of Fame and won 
awards from the Michigan Association of Broadcasters and The 
Associated Press Managing Editors. She was also the scriptwriter 
and narrator for an Emmy-winning documentary, “We Can Do 
It! A Celebration of Michigan Women.” Jones said she plans to 
write, travel, spend more time with her father and family and 
continue to be involved in the community. 

The MSU Feb. 13 
Permanent Me-
morial Commit-
tee has narrowed 
down plans for the 
memorial to three 
a r t i s t - s u b m i t t e d 
designs and two 
campus locations: 
Sleepy Hollow between Beaumont Tower and the Music Prac-
tice Building, and the Old Horticulture Garden near the Student 
Services Building. The proposals, by artists from New York and 

Los Angeles, include a round, reflective pond; a trio of “Circles 
of Reflection” of different sizes and purposes; and a memorial 
comprising “Camp Circle” and “Memory Windows.” After a sur-
vey available until March 31 closes (spartanstogether.msu.edu/
memorial), the memorial committee and the Public Art on Cam-
pus Committee will suggest a final design. Officials expect con-
struction to begin this spring or summer.

Lansing School District Superintendent 
Ben Shuldiner is one of three finalists for 
Clark County School District superinten-
dent in Las Vegas, WLNS-TV reported.
After a first round of interviews, the district’s 
trustees voted for Shuldiner and two others 
with Clark County schools experience. He 
said he will be in Las Vegas for a March 10 
public forum, three days before the board 

plans to choose.

MSU’s Health Sciences Council, acting under President 
Kevin Guskiewicz’s One Team, One Health initiative, has 
issued a 61-page report examining proposals to merge 
its College of Human Medicine and College of Osteopathic 
Medicine. Guskiewicz said one approach is to create a united 
College of Medicine, making MSU the only U.S. university to do 
so. He said another would be creating a College of Health Profes-
sions. He added that if changes are approved, they would be two 
to three years away and wouldn’t impact current students. The 
two schools graduate about 500 physicians a year.

Michigan State Police have arrested 
Zachary James Whaley of Lansing, 34, 
and charged him with four felonies for 
sending sexually explicit text messages 
to a girl in North Carolina: child sexually 
abusive activity, accosting a child for im-
moral purposes and two counts of using a 
computer to commit a crime. A North Caro-
lina sheriff ’s office detective contacted MSP 

about the case after a parent reported their child’s internet activi-
ty to authorities. Safe & Just Michigan, an advocacy organization 
that works on adult criminal justice issues, fired Whaley from his 
job as a communications specialist. He faces up to 20 years in 
prison if convicted.
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

Public Art of the Week is a new feature that 
rotates with Eyesore of the Week. If you 
have an idea for either, please email eye@
lansingcitypulse.com or call (517) 999-6704.

Magic trash
Children’s author J.H. Shapiro died 

recently, but her work will live on, es-
pecially “Magic Trash: A Story of Tyree 
Guyton and His Work.” 

Shapiro was exposed to Guyton’s 
work — most notably his Detroit pub-
lic art installation called the Heidel-
berg Project — when she was a docent 
at the MSU Museum.

In the 1980s, Guyton thought and 
worked big. He created works of art 
out of abandoned houses on Detroit’s 
east side using recycled trash he dis-
covered on city streets.

Guyton’s work was a lightning rod. 
You either loved it, hated it or were 
confused by it. The mayor at the time, 
Coleman Young, had some of it bull-
dozed.

Shapiro wrote about the urban en-
vironmental artist and his passion 
that began in his childhood neighbor-
hood,  which was virtually abandoned 
to poverty and crime. Guyton’s “found 
objects” include houses left to fall into 
disrepair. In her book, Shapiro shows 
how Guyton turned those houses and 
the surrounding environment, includ-
ing trees and sidewalks, into bright 
works of art.

Elected officials may not have ap-
preciated his work, but the community 
did, especially with his goal of bringing 
art to children. Tourist buses began 
making stops so visitors could see his 
handiwork with found art, paint and 
brushes.

Shapiro’s children’s book helped 
raise awareness of his work, contrib-
uting to his being named Michigan 
Artist of the Year. Shapiro’s book was 
selected as a Michigan Notable Book 
of the Year in 2012.

At an award celebration for the No-
table Books, Guyton and his spouse, 
Jenenne Whitfield, were honored 
alongside Shapiro. Guyton surprised 
the organizers with a gift in the form of 
a small work of his art. That gift is now 
on display in the Library of Michigan’s 
Rare Book Room.

Guyton took a work boot and trans-
formed it into a multi-colored holder 
for his paint brushes. It represents his 
use of everyday items to make art and 
create smiles on faces. The only thing 
missing is Shapiro’s book. It needs to 
be displayed alongside it.

BILL CASTANIER
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Selected segments from: “Pardon my English” and conversation with 
the artist Yossi Zabari
Thursday, March 20, 10:30 am- 12:00 pm, Club Spartan, 338 Case Hall, 842 
Chestnut Rd.
Yossi Zabari is a leading spoken word artist, sharing his experiences as a Yemenite 
Jew and a queer individual. Through his work, he reclaims concepts like gay, black, 
and feminine to drive social change, promoting equality and human rights.

Aliza Lambert, “Enhancing Religious and Spiritual Inclusion”
Friday, March 21, 12:00-1:30 pm, B342 Wells Hall 619 Red Cedar Rd.
There is a dearth of research surrounding religious minorities regarding religion 
and spirituality for individuals with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities, 
and existing studies often solely explore if youth with intellectual and/or 

developmental disabilities can be religious and spiritual. 

Sherman Garnett, “A Shared and Unshared City: Grade and Miłosz on Vilnius”
Friday, April 11, 12:00-1:30 pm, James Madison College Library, 332 Case Hall, 
842 Chestnut Rd.
Chaim Grade’s and Czesław Miłosz’s shared city—Vilnius (Wilno, Vilna)—became 
a theme in the works of both writers. Yet in what ways are the writers describing 
a shared city, and in what ways are they revealing the deep differences between a 

city named Wilno and the same city named Vilna? 

MELA Studio: “Vanitas: Archive of Arrested Decay” 
Tuesday, April 22, 6:00 – 7:30 pm, Alan and Rebecca Ross Education Wing, Eli 
and Edythe Broad Art Museum at MSU East Lansing
Carmel Bar and Michal Evytar transform food into a dynamic artistic medium, 
exploring its potential beyond mere sustenance. Their innovative installations 
blend movement, design, and sensory experience, revealing food as a complex 

language of personal and cultural narratives.

Annual Rabin/Brill Lecture: Deciding Who Was Worth Saving: American 
Universities and the Refugee Scholars of the Nazi Era by Laurel Leff 
Thursday, April 24, 5:45-7:15 pm, James Madison College Library, 332 Case Hall, 
842 Chestnut Rd. East Lansing
Despite the triumphalist tale that during the Nazi era the United States rescued 
Europe’s intellectual elite, thousands of European scholars sought to immigrate to 
the United States and couldn’t. This lecture will introduce a few of those scholars 
and describe American universities’ process for deciding who was worth saving.

MSU’S SERLING INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH STUDIES AND MODERN ISRAEL INVITES YOU TO:

Please visit www.jsp.msu.edu for more information

CITY OF GRAND LEDGE 
BOARD OF REVIEW

Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers and property owners of the City of Grand Ledge, 
Eaton County, Michigan:

The Board of Review will meet at 9:00 a.m., on Tuesday, 11 March 2025, in the Council 
Chambers, City Hall, 310 Greenwood St., Grand Ledge MI 48837, in organizational session 
and be presented the 2025 Assessment roll to review.  This meeting is not for public protest 
of property assessments.  The Board of Review will meet to review the 2025 Assessment 
Roll and hear objections on the following dates and times:

Monday, 24 March 2025, from  2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., break from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Meeting Room B106, City Hall, 310 Greenwood St., Grand Ledge MI 48837

Tuesday, 25 March 2025, from  9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., break from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Council Chambers, City Hall, 310 Greenwood St., Grand Ledge MI 48837

Appointments must be scheduled by contacting the City Assessor at (517) 622-7932 or 
assessor@cityofgrandledge.com.  Questions pertaining to valuation can also be answered 
prior to the meeting of the Board of Review by contacting the City Assessor.  Mail-in appeals 
are strongly encouraged and must be RECEIVED by 12:00 p.m. on 25 March 2025.
 
Real Property Tentative Assessment Level  Estimated Equalization  
     Multiplier
Commercial  48.52%              1.0305
Industrial   48.99%              1.0206
Residential  46.44%              1.0767
Personal Property  50%              1.0000
Individuals with disabilities or limited English proficiency planning to attend City meetings or 
hearings should contact the City at (517) 627-2149 or cityhall@cityofgrandledge.com, seven 
days in advance of the meeting or hearing to request services.

Gregory L. Newman, City Clerk
CP#25-070

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: SPECIAL USE PERMIT #25006

 (PRECIOUS SPROUTS GROUP CHILD CARE)
MONDAY, MARCH 24, 2025

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Special Use Permit #25006 (Precious Sprouts Group Child Care) 
Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Monday, March 24, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian Municipal 
Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 517-853-4560) to 
hear all persons interested in a request from Trusha Nayak to operate a group child care 
home for up to fourteen children located at 2137 Butternut Drive. The approximate 0.3 acre 
site is zoned RA (Single-Family Residential). 

Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  

Comments may be sent prior to the public hearing by writing to the Planning Commission, 
Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan, 48864, by phone at 
phone 517-853-4576, or by email at shorkey@meridian.mi.us. Comments may also be 
given in person at the public hearing.

Angela Demas
Township Clerk

CP#25-072

H&H Mobil Abandoned Auto Auction
Viewing 3/20/25 By Appointment

2818 E. Kalamazoo St.
Lansing, MI 48912
Call 517-332-6335

Bids must be submitted by 8 am 3/24/25
at 1500 Haslett Rd. East Lansing, MI 48823

For more info go to www.hhmobil.com
CP#25-069
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“In hopes of finding themselves,” House Speaker Mike Johnson told 
reporters, referring to Democrats, “they’ve latched on to this new, shiny 
object called the rule of law.”
Johnson, a malevolent Christian cherub is a toady extraordinaire. his 
breathtaking statements like the one above capturing the vapid, 
robot-like emptiness of his thinking (or lack thereof) better than 
anything we could say.
Laughable, if only he weren’t the third most powerful man in the United 
States. So … not funny.
One issue that Johnson’s comment raises is that in the wake of the total 
dismemberment and destruction of the U.S. political system and 
everything it supposedly stood for, there is nothing but greed, avarice, 
gluttony and the rest of the deadly sins in its place.
There is a startling dearth of intelligence, principle, honor, vision, 
scruples or anything close to a constructive alternative governing 
manifesto evident in ANY of the propaganda from the gang in charge. 
Their daily output of mind-boggling disinformation — most of it 
sounding like it originated in a basement in St. Petersburg or Moscow — 
is obviously only meant to keep the MAGA cult entertained. And loyal. 
And the rest of the world disoriented. Ultimately, they are operating 
from Steve Bannon’s theory that none of it matters. Because they control 
the media – in fact almost all of the structural information delivery 
systems they don’t even have to give a nod to good governance or ideas 
like “democracy” or” that new shiny object called the rule of law.”
Johnson is basically scoffing at principle or scruples of any kind.
Chris Hedges, in his many brilliant columns, captures the zeitgeist:
“Trump and his coterie of billionaires, generals, half-wits, Christian 
fascists, criminals, racists, and moral deviants play the role of the Snopes 
clan in some of William Faulkner’s novels.
The Snopeses filled the power vacuum of the decayed South and 
ruthlessly seized control from the degenerated, former slaveholding 
aristocratic elites. Flem Snopes and his extended family – which includes 
a killer, a pedophile, a bigamist, an arsonist, a mentally disabled man 
who copulates with a cow, and a relative who sells tickets to witness the 
bestiality – are fictional representations of the scum now elevated to the 
highest level of the federal government. They embody the moral rot 
unleashed by unfettered capitalism.” 

(The Boogie Kings is an e-newsletter written by Bob Baldori, with art by David Small. 
The Boogie Kings Newsletter is published several times a week. To subscribe, go to 
theboogiekings.substack.com.)

LET’S BOOGIE! Bob Baldori
& David Small

Johnson redux: Still scary

Hours before U.S. Sen. Elissa Slot-
kin planned to deliver the Democratic 
response to President Donald Trump’s 
first address to Congress in his second 
term, the White House had something 
to say about Michigan’s new senator.

In a press release, 
the White House criti-
cized Slotkin for being 
“opposed to President 
Trump’s agenda to 
lower costs, bringing 
back manufacturing, 
and securing our bor-
ders.”

She was flagged for voting against 
overturning President Joe Biden’s 
tailpipe emission rule, which argu-
ably pushes automakers to sell more 
electric vehicles. They claim these 
“EV mandates” would cost 200,000 
American jobs, with 37,000 coming 
from Michigan.

The White House moved on to 
Slotkin’s vote against the “Secure the 
Border Act,” the House Republicans’ 
2023 effort to better monitor who is 
coming across the Mexican border, 
among other like-minded initiatives.

As a kicker, they used a Slotkin 
quote from the campaign in which she 
said, “I don’t believe that anyone really 
thinks a wall from sea to shining sea is 
needed to make us safer.”

The Trump White House conclu-
sion: “Slotkin is just another out-of-
touch politician that wants to hollow 
out American manufacturing and let 
criminals flood into our communities.”

Ouch. That’s a heck of a preempt 
to a likely Democratic response to a 
speech.

He wasn’t the only one to share 
thoughts about Michigan’s junior 
senator. The state’s new Michigan Re-
publican Party chair, Sen. Jim Runes-
tad, planned to host a watch party of 
Trump’s address. He invited the media 
to attend.

According to the media advisory, 
the new chair wanted an opportuni-
ty to respond to “Trump’s America 
First Agenda and Senator Slotkin’s 
response.”

Slotkin, our former House member 
from mid-Michigan, is seeing a great 
deal of attention in her first 90 days 
in office.

It’s as if Republicans are worried 
about something ... or the Democrats 
see something ... or both. Remem-
ber, Whitmer was “that woman from 
Michigan” in 2020, and the public-
ity she received has snowballed ever 
since.

Slotkin is making a strong impres-
sion in Washington. You don’t get the 
House and Senate minority leaders 
singing your praises, calling you a 
“rising star” for being a wallflower.

Could Slotkin’s trajectory lead her to 
even bigger and better things? At only 
age 48, it certainly can’t be ruled out.

Here’s a quick trivia question for 
you. What two things do the following 
people have in common? U.S. Sen. 
Tim Scott, former South Carolina Gov. 
Nikki Haley, Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio and former Sen. Bob Dole.

Answer: They all ran for president 
at some point and gave a State of the 
Union response.

Here are some more: Former Vir-
ginia Gov. Tim Kaine, former House 
Speaker Paul Ryan and Kentucky Gov. 
Steve Beshear. 

They were all talked about as at 
least a potential vice-presidential 
candidate. Each one also gave a State 
of the Union response speech.

I’ve already talked about Whitmer’s 
speech in 2020.

The governor is being talked about 
as a potential presidential candidate 
in 2028 after her name was thrown 
about in 2024, first as a presiden-
tial candidate and then as a possible 
Kamala Harris running mate, until 
she said no. The Washington Post had 
her No. 2 behind Pennsylvania Gov. 
Josh Shapiro in an article about the 
12 Democrats who “make the most 
sense” in running for president in 
2028.

So, getting back to Slotkin. 
She’s getting a ton of attention. The 

BBC, ABC News, CBS News, CNN, 
Fox News and other national outlets 
all did the “Who is Elissa Slotkin” sto-
ry in the run-up to Trump’s speech.

Her national security credentials are 
being amplified after she held posi-
tions in the administrations of Pres-
idents George W. Bush and Barack 
Obama. Her more centrist positions 
are out there for all to see.

And there’s the fact that she’s still 
an undefeated 4-for-4 in the past four 
election cycles. 

She talks about improving people’s 
lives and lowering the cost of living. 
She also wants to protect Social Secu-
rity and Medicaid.

Good or bad, people in D.C. see her 
potential. Here in Lansing, we can 
always say we gave her that first win 
back in 2018.

(Kyle Melinn is the editor of the 
Capitol news service MIRS. You can 
email him at melinnky@gmail.com.)

Slotkin’s visibility makes GOP nervous 
as Democratic response draws near

POLITICS
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Jean Lee connects kids with joy of making music 
By LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Jean Lee’s job requires her to keep 
her eyes and ears on the present mo-
ment, the near future and generations 
to come.

“There really isn’t anything else like it 
at Michigan State University,” Lee said. 
“It’s kind of a two-part job.”

As instructor and coordinator of 
string music education at MSU — a 
teacher and a teacher of teachers — she 
believes that the joy of music making 
should be a part of everyone’s life, not 
just the rich kids.

Her most cherished goal is to bridge 
the gap between the small coterie of 
kids whose parents fixed them up with 
private lessons in toddlerhood and kids 
like herself who grew up without that 
advantage, wherever they come from.

“We have a shortage of string teach-
ers in this country,” she said. “And here I 
am trying to rebuild, trying to get those 
string teachers out into the field, out 
into Title 1 schools in low-income areas, 
rural programs, wherever they end up, 
introducing music education to com-
munities or bringing it back after it’s 
been cut. That’s the root of it.”

Although Lee is the newest mem-
ber of MSU’s music education faculty, 
she’s already made huge strides toward 
rebuilding the string music education 
program, recruiting students from 
around the state and nearly quadru-
pling its size.

“When I was hired in January 2023, 
we only had 11 applications for under-
graduate strings, and that includes per-
formance and education,” she said. “A 
year later, it grew to around 30 appli-
cations. I just got the numbers for this 
year, and we’re up to 50 undergraduate 
applications for strings.”  

Her classroom motto is simple: “Joy-
ful lessons are effective lessons.”

“Having lived through my own issues 
with anxiety and perfectionism and all 
of that, I think about what I needed 
when I was a child,” she said.

Fear and intimidation have no place 
in her pedagogical repertoire.

“It’s such a personal, artistic craft,” she 
said. “If they don’t feel safe, my students 
aren’t going to feel free enough to ex-
press themselves musically with me or 
make music with me.”

That simple grounding applies across 

the range of Lee’s students, from 4-year-
olds to 40-year-old adult education stu-
dents.

“A good teacher is good at putting 
themselves in their students’ shoes,” she 
said. “When you’re teaching a classroom 
with 50 10-year-olds, you have to be not 
only efficient and organized, but you 
have to provide a place for 50 different 
personalities.”

Lee started playing violin relatively 
late, around 12 years old. Her parents 
owned Twichell’s Dry Cleaners and Tai-
lors on M.A.C. Avenue in East Lansing. 

“My parents were immigrants trying 
to make ends meet,” she said. “My dad 
was trying to finish his studies at MSU. 
I didn’t start my formal training until 
much later.”

Her parents encouraged her love for 
music, and they were proud that the 
Spartan Marching Band had its uni-
forms cleaned and altered at Twichell’s.

Lee’s first teaching job after graduat-
ing from MSU was leading a music pro-
duction class at Sexton High School for 

about four years. 
“We had no equipment,” she recalled. 

“We had PCs and these dinky MIDI key-
boards, no preamps or software.” 

The Sexton job taught her that if the 
spirit and the will to make music is there 
— and it almost always is, in human be-
ings of every size — a good teacher can 
make it work.

“We did whatever the students want-
ed to do,” she said. “They had no formal 
training, but they had really good ears. 
We did gospel, we did a lot of things. I 
had a student who’s a pretty well-known 
composer in LA now who started out by 
making beats using the keyboard and 
the little drum sound effects. We just 
tried to make something out of noth-
ing.”

A genuine love for pop music keeps 
her in touch with the musical lives of 
her students. In high school, she played 
in a cover band that specialized in the 
songs of Stevie Nicks.

“The students, once they get to know 
me, know I’m all about everything 

K-pop,” Lee said. Korean pop, a fab-
ulous faraway factory where the most 
sugary, pink and gummous earworms 
in the world are extruded, is her un-
abashed passion. The Bangtan Boys (or 
BTS) are a big favorite.

“Right now, I can’t get ‘APT.’ by Bru-
no Mars and Rosé out of my mind,” she 
said.

A Bach chaconne is great, but you ha-
ven’t lived until you’ve heard Rosé beck-
on you to her “apateu, apateu, apateu” 
(Korean for “apartment”).

In recent years, Lee is seeing more 
young people gravitate to string in-
struments and more people under 35 
including classical music in their con-
cert-going life and Spotify playlists.

“Social media plays a huge part in 
that,” she said. “Concert musicians like 
Ray Chen are so accessible, showing 
their personalities and making it really 
funny.”

Music schools, camps and other 
arts groups throughout the Midwest 
constantly call on Lee’s expertise and 
enthusiasm as a conductor, clinician, 
Suzuki violin teacher and competition 
judge. At MSU, Lee is busy weaving a 
stringy web of community partners.

“We work with incredible people like 
LaVonté Heard, who’s trying to bring 
high-quality music education back into 
the formal curriculum in neighbor-
hood Lansing schools,” Lee said. Heard 
is a powerhouse vocalist, a committed 
teacher, director of the Transcendence 
Performing Arts Center and artistic 
director of Lansing’s Verna D. Holley 
Project gospel ensemble.

“That’s where my passion for it gets to 
flex itself a little bit, by hooking up with 
such incredible visionaries like him,” 
Lee said.

The more effective she is at her job, 
the more her services are in demand. 
Still, she manages to recharge, whenev-
er possible, by curling up with her Kin-
dle.

“The first thing I did when I woke up 
today was download Rebecca Yarros’ 
‘Onyx Storm,’” she said. (It’s the latest 
in a series of best-selling fantasy books 
that will soon be made into a TV series.) 
“In weather like this, give me a fuzzy 
blanket, my Kindle reader and a mug of 
tea, and I’ll be very happy.”

Photo by Raymond Holt

As instructor and coordinator of string music education at MSU, Jean Lee’s most 
cherished goal is to bridge the gap between the small coterie of kids whose par-
ents fixed them up with private lessons in toddlerhood and kids like herself who 
grew up without that advantage.
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By COURTNEY BOWERMAN
Fire up your DeLoreans, dust off 

your old Clue notepads and brush up 
on the lyrics of your favorite Neil Dia-
mond tunes. In the Wharton Center’s 
2025-‘26 Broadway series, nostalgia 
reigns supreme. 

Tickets for Wharton Center subscrib-
ers are on sale now. The series pack-
age, which includes tickets to six out 
of the eight shows, not only offers the 
best prices of the year but allows mem-
bers to lock in their seats for the whole 
season, as well as the ability to ex-
change seats for another performance 
if necessary. For more information, visit  
whartonseason.com.

Executive director Eric Olmscheid 
said that even though Wharton is a 
smaller market for big Broadway shows, 
the team is proud of the fact that it can 
host these productions every year. For 
this season, the team wanted to select 
plenty of new shows based on touring 
availability and popularity. 

“It’s part of my job as the primary cu-
rator of the season to see the work when 
it first opens on Broadway so we can 
assess it with real experience and in-
formation about what makes sense for 
our community,” Olmscheid explained. 
“It’s typically how we prefer to operate. 
We’ve seen all the shows, previewed 
them, and we’ve thought through if it 
will be a good fit for our market or not.”

The season will begin and end with 
jukebox musi-
cals: “A Beautiful 
Noise,” running 
Sept. 16 through 
21, and “& Juliet,” 
running June 23 
through 28. The 
former is about 
the life of sing-
e r - s o n g w r i t e r 
Neil Diamond, 
while the latter 
is an alternate 
version of “Romeo and Juliet” where 
Shakespeare’s heroine forgoes tragedy 
for a new beginning.

Since there’s a wide variety of other 
jukebox musicals touring the country, 
Olmscheid didn’t want to select too 
many. Nevertheless, he’s excited about 
the ones he chose for Wharton.  

“‘& Juliet’ is filled with so much 
great pop music,” Olmscheid said. “It’s 
a beautiful story about empowerment 
and not letting someone else write your 
own story.” 

As for “A Beautiful Noise,” he’s confi-
dent that even those who aren’t fans of 
Diamond will know the music. “But we 
don’t encourage singing along during 

the show,” he joked.
The season also features three Tony 

Award winners for best musical: “The 
Wiz” (Dec. 9 through 14), “Hadestown” 
(Jan. 30 through Feb. 1) and “Kim-
berly Akimbo” (March 10 through 15). 
“The Wiz,” fresh off its 2024 Broadway 
revival, is one of the shows Olmscheid 
is most looking forward to.

“It took 49 years for it to come back 
to Broadway,” he said. 
“They did a beautiful 
job updating it for to-
day’s stage.

“Hadestown” was 
the first musical pro-
duction Wharton 
hosted after its pan-
demic hiatus. Know-
ing many weren’t 
ready to return to the 
theater in 2021, local 
audiences will have 

another chance to catch the train to 
the underworld.

Those who look back fondly on the 
‘80s will get a double dose of nostalgia 
with “Back to the Future: The Musical” 
(Jan. 13 through 18) and “Clue” (April 
7 through 12), both making their 
Wharton debuts. “Back to the Future” 
is a big-budget spectacle complete 
with a working DeLorean on stage, 
while “Clue” is an 80-minute comedy 
that incorporates elements from both 
the 1985 movie and the Hasbro game. 

The show Olmscheid knew he had to 
lock down was the 30th-anniversary 
tour of Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast” 

(Oct. 14 through 19). 
“It was something we were focused 

on confirming as soon as we knew that 
tour was coming out,” he said. “It’s 
such a beautiful family show, and this 
new production is going to be lavish.”

“Beauty and the Beast” and “Ha-
destown” are special events and can be 
added on to the six-show package.

Olmscheid is proud of the season 
Wharton put together and hopes that 
more people will subscribe to the 
Broadway series, especially in this time 
of political division and anxiety. 

“I think one of the most powerful 
things in the world we live in is having 
positive shared experiences,” he said. 
“And I think coming to a performance 
is such an important piece of what we 
can do together as a community. It 
doesn’t matter our interests, beliefs or 
values. I believe the value of the arts 
for our community is to gather us, to 
make us heal and think together. Now 
more than ever, I think the arts are im-
portant.”

Photo by Daniel Boud

The show Wharton Center executive director Eric Olmscheid knew he had to lock 
down for the 2025-‘26 Broadway season was the 30th anniversary tour of Disney’s 
“Beauty and the Beast,” running at Wharton Oct. 14 through 19. “It’s such a beautiful 
family show, and this new production is going to be lavish,” he said.
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Wharton Center eases on down the road to its 2025-‘26 Broadway series

“A Case for the Existence of God”
Through March 16
2 p.m. Thursday, Saturday-Sunday
7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday
Williamston Theatre
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston
williamstontheatre.org

“Into the Woods”
March 7-9
7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday
Lebowsky Center for Performing Arts
122 E. Main St., Owosso
lebowskycenter.com

“Life of Pi”
March 11-16
7:30 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday
1:30 p.m. Thursday
2 p.m. Saturday
1 p.m. Sunday
Wharton Center Cobb Great Hall
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
whartoncenter.com

“The Importance of Being Earnest”
March 13-16 and 20-23
7 p.m. Thursday
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday
Riverwalk Theatre
228 Museum Drive, Lansing
riverwalktheatre.com

“Late Night Catechism”
7 p.m. March 15
Wharton Center Pasant Theatre
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
whartoncenter.com

“Girls Night: The Musical” 
3 p.m. March 16

Wharton Center Pasant Theatre
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
whartoncenter.com

“Dentro (Inside): A True Story, If You Think 
So”
7:30 p.m. March 20
Wharton Center Pasant Theatre
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
whartoncenter.com

“Broke-ology”
Ixion Ensemble Theatre
March 21-23 and 28-30
7 p.m. Friday-Saturday
3 p.m. Sunday
Stage One at Sycamore Creek Eastwood
2200 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing
our.show/broke-ology

“Two Trains Running”
7:30 p.m. March 22
Wharton Center Pasant Theatre
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
whartoncenter.com

“Menopause the Musical 2”
3 p.m. March 30
Wharton Center Cobb Great Hall
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
whartoncenter.com

“Decision Height”
MSU Department of Theatre
April 1-5
7:30 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday
Studio 60 Theatre
542 Auditorium Road, East Lansing
theatre.msu.edu

March and early April theater productions:



By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
When galaxies collide, time tilts in 

all directions, past, present and future. 
Sound crumples into surprising forms 
and strange new frequencies.

No, not in outer space, silly. Every-
body knows there’s no 
sound in space.

That’s exactly what to 
expect, however, at Sun-
day’s (March  9) all-day 
Mort’s Fest music fes-
tival at Moriarty’s Pub 
in downtown Lansing. 
Joining forces to aid 
struggling communities 
in Asheville, North Car-
olina, that were devas-
tated by floods last fall, 
the cream of local musi-
cians from two galaxies 
will converge for a cele-
bration of music’s heal-
ing power.

The galaxy of jazz, 
funk and blues, repre-
sented by greats like organist Jim Al-
fredson, vocalist Freddie Cunningham 
and many more, will share the stage 
with folk, Americana and bluegrass 

stars like singer-songwriter Jen Sygit, 
Steppin’ In It stalwart Andy Wilson, 
steel guitar maestro Drew Howard 
and other local favorites.

It’s a lot to take in, but at its heart, 
this year’s Mort’s Fest is a tale of two 
Jeffs: special guest Jeff and local Jeff.

Special guest Jeff is 
Jeff Sipe, a drummer 
from the Asheville area 
with a storied career 
that straddles numer-
ous musical galaxies.

Fusing a free, ex-
perimental spirit with 
relentless polyrhyth-
mic mastery, Sipe has 
played with everyone 
from bluegrass legends 
Earl Scruggs and Bill 
Monroe to jazz-fusion 
pioneer John McLaugh-
lin, the Allman Brothers 
Band, south Indian raga 
masters and members 
of every ‘90s jam band 

you can name, from Phish to Wide-
spread Panic.

Sipe was also a mainstay of one 
of the most influential semi-under-
ground bands in history, Col. Bruce 

Hampton and the Aquarium Rescue 
Unit — not exactly a household name 
but a musical and cultural singularity, 
a whispered-about legend among top 
musicians from many galaxies.

The local Jeff is Jeff Shoup, Mort’s 
Fest organizer, seasoned drummer 
and impresario of Jazz Tuesdays at 
Moriarty’s, now in its 11th straight 
year as a top destination for musi-
cians from across the country. Shoup’s 
supergroup, The Polaroids, is also on 
Sunday’s slate.

Bringing Sipe to Lansing will not 
only stir the rich cocktail of local tal-
ent for a worthy cause but also bring 
Shoup’s musical life full circle. Hear-
ing the Aquarium Rescue Unit on 
MSU student radio and later meeting 
Sipe at early gigs in Ann Arbor shaped 
(some might say “warped”) Shoup’s 
musical consciousness for good.

“It’s not an exaggeration to say that 
meeting Jeff was a life-changing expe-
rience,” Shoup declared. 

Geysers and grooves
We take up the tale of two Jeffs in 

the mid-1990s. Long before Shoup 
became a Lansing jazz stalwart, im-
presario and educator, he was a fan of 

Soundgarden, Jane’s Addiction and 
the usual grunge bands. But his brain 
was a sponge, ready for fine imported 
vinegar.

One morning, while driving his 
dad’s Chevrolet Suburban to a 7 a.m. 
rehearsal at St. Johns High School, he 
first heard Col. Bruce Hampton and 
the Aquarium Rescue Unit on MSU 
student radio.

Hampton played a “chazoid,” a hy-
brid guitar and mandolin that sound-
ed like the two instruments were 
strangled together by a witch doctor. 

“I was like, ‘Holy shit, what is this?’” 
Shoup recalled.

Not a trained musician, Hamp-
ton sauntered and staggered through 
semi-cryptic songs like “Basically 
Frightened,” a tune that could’ve been 
written yesterday.

“History is gone,” he sang. “History 
wasn’t much anyway.”

The words lazily rose from his mouth 
like the bubbles in a Yellowstone mud 
pot, punctuated by frantic geysers and 
gutbucket grooves from the band.

Thunderstruck, Shoup wrote the 
name of the band down as best he 
could while bouncing through a 
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Jamming with two Jeff s
Drum legend Jeff  Sipe joins top local jazz and folk musicians at Mort’s Fest

See Two Jeffs, Page 12

Courtesy Jeff Sipe

Drummer Jeff Sipe has worked with a variety of musical greats, from bluegrass and folk titans like Bill Monroe and Earl Scruggs to jazz-fu-
sion guitarist John McLaughlin, members of jam bands like Phish and Widespread Panic and Indian musicians like Debashish Bhattacharya. 

Mort’s Fest
Benefit for Asheville flood relief
2-10 p.m. Sunday, March 9
Moriarty’s Pub
802 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
facebook.com/moriartyspub

Schedule:
3 p.m. Jen Sygit
4 p.m. The Further Adventures 
of FatBoy & JiveTurkey
5 p.m. The Polaroids
6 p.m. Supergroup 1: Jeff Sipe 
w/ Andy Wilson, Drew Howard, 
Freddie Cunningham, Keith 
Minaya, Mike Smalley
7 p.m. Supergroup 2: Jeff Sipe 
w/ Jim Alfredson, Chris Minami 
and special guests TBA
8 p.m. Jam session



snowstorm on a Michigan road. It came out some-
thing like “General Lewis and the Rescue Squad,” but 
he found the record anyway, at the long-defunct Mich-
igan WhereHouse Records.

Listening at home, Shoup was scalded up to his 
scalp by the band’s sinewy grooves, whipsaw twists and 
free-spirit vibe — a Southern-fried variant of Frank 
Zappa’s circus of sound, or the jazz excursions of that 
self-styled visitor from outer space, Sun Ra.

He listened to the superhuman ride cymbal work on 
a track called “Davy Crockett” and wondered if a drum 
machine was in the mix.

“I couldn’t even approach what was going on there,” 
Shoup said. “I was flabbergasted.”

He searched the liner notes in vain for the usual 
credit line, “So and so, drums.” Instead, it read, “Apt. 
Q258, hydrophase-enhanced collision devices and 
floating ceramic surfaces.”

On Oct. 8, 1993, Shoup climbed into a friend’s pick-
up truck and drove to Ann Arbor to see the Aquarium 
Rescue Unit at the Blind Pig.

He cherishes that day the same way Buddhists cel-
ebrate the day Siddhartha Gautama sat under the Bo 
tree, achieved enlightenment and became the Buddha.

“I was only 19. I couldn’t even drink,” he recalled. 
“But I got right in front of the stage and stayed there 
for both sets.”

The band was a dead-serious cosmic joke, a mix of 
performance art and wicked-sharp musicianship.

“I’d never witnessed anything like that at all,” 
Shoup said. “It made me take this left turn — OK, 
maybe there is something more than grunge rock out 
there.”

After the gig, Shoup helped Sipe put away his drum 
kit and chatted with him. He may or may not have 
hung with Sipe in the green room.

“That’s what my friends tell me, but I don’t remem-
ber that clearly,” Shoup admitted. “Most of the guys I 
was with were on LSD that night, so I’m not sure I 
trust their recollections.”

Shoup recalls shaking Hampton’s hand and feeling 
like he was “shaking the hand of a giant.”

The encounter with young Shoup stuck with Sipe, 
even in those hazy days. “He had a nice smile,” Sipe 
recalled.

In July 1994, the Blind Pig asked Shoup’s East Lan-
sing-based hippie-rock bar band, Hepcat (not to be 
confused with the ska band of the same name), to open 
for the Aquarium Rescue Unit. Hepcat played the 
house party circuit, regular gigs at Small Planet and 
other local venues around mid-Michigan.

“I got to play on Jeff ’s drums and got to know him a 
little bit,” Shoup said. Sipe showed Shoup some drum 
rudiments that took months for him to master.

“It was a left-turn moment in my life and musician-
ship that led to what I’m doing today,” Shoup said.

‘Absolute, total freedom’
About 20 years before that night at the Blind Pig, 

Sipe had his own “left-turn” moment when he was 
asked to play a wedding in the north Georgia moun-
tains with the great keyboardist Dan Wall.

“I needed the work,” Sipe said.
A stocky trickster who called himself Col. Bruce 

Hampton was the last to arrive, blood-red mandolin in 
hand. (He didn’t have the chazoid yet.) When the quar-
tet began playing, Wall signaled to Hampton, with a 
wink and a nod, to take a solo.

“I thought it was supposed to be real smooth jazz, 
smooth and silky,” Sipe recalled. “Bruce unleashes holy 
hell. He turns it all the way up and starts playing ran-
dom notes, the craziest shit I’ve ever heard anybody 
have the audacity to play, especially at a wedding.”

Wall tried to adjust by reharmonizing to match what 
Hampton was playing, laughing all the while.

“Bruce has got his head down, eyes closed, just going 
for it — whatever that is. I didn’t understand it,” Sipe 
said. “I didn’t even like it.”

But something compelled Sipe to answer the phone 
when Hampton called him the day after the wedding 
gig, inviting him to jam with the band at a venue called 
the Harvest Moon.

There, Sipe found himself in a 15-piece band with 
Hampton, members of the Aquarium Rescue Unit, 
flutist and Centers for Disease Control researcher Joe 
Zambi, an oboe player from the local symphony and 

“guys playing a rake and a bird cage.”
“I didn’t know what I was getting into,” Sipe said. 

“There were no tunes called. They just started playing, 
and I jumped in. We improvised the first song and the 
second song. I was having a blast.”

By the third song, Sipe turned to his left and told 
Randy Honea, who was playing guitar, “I think I’ve 
found my calling.”

“I think you have, too,” Honea replied.
Joining Hampton and the Aquarium Rescue Unit 

was the real beginning of Sipe’s musical adventures.
“The band is almost impossible to describe to some-

one unfamiliar with their music,” Shoup said. “It’s at 
the crossroads of rock, jazz, blues, country, funk and 
performance art. They hit on everything from Howlin’ 
Wolf to John Coltrane to the Carter Family to Sun Ra.”

Sipe eagerly took the music anywhere Hampton 
wanted to go.

“It was a real performance-art band, and the mon-
ey was hardly there at all,” Sipe said. “The only way I 
could pull it off was almost to take a vow of poverty.” 
He lived in a leaky garage on $200 a month.

No matter. Hampton was a magnet for any musician 
who cherished freedom of expression.

“I’ve never known anybody like Bruce. Not even 
close,” Sipe said. “He was a clairvoyant, a psychic, an 
uncle, an older brother who would always be there 
for me without judgement, always encouragement. 
Whenever I needed to get to the next level, he would 
show me myself, and I would see and be clear on what 
I needed to be.”

If the music settled into a routine, no matter how 
pretty it sounded, Hampton would simply stop the 
flow and point to someone in the band as if to demand, 
“Say something.”

“This was a vehicle that allowed for full expression, 
and I hadn’t had that before,” Sipe said. “There was al-
ways a governor, a place you shouldn’t go. But there 
was absolute, total freedom in that band.”

Running out of hyphens
It’s impossible to cover all of Sipe’s exploits since the 

heady days of the Aquarium Rescue Unit. 
“I’ve been lucky along the way,” Sipe said. “I’ve met 

some very original, one-of-a-kind musicians, and the 
gamut runs really wide.”

After leaving the Aquarium Rescue Unit, Sipe fol-
lowed his interest in bluegrass, gigging for three years 
straight with a Colorado country-zydeco-bluegrass-
rock band, Leftover Salmon. (Most of Sipe’s bands 
test the hyphen-bearing capacity of even the most ad-
vanced laptop computers.) On “The Nasville Sessions,” 
Sipe is heard in the company of banjo master Béla 
Fleck, country legends Waylon Jennings and Lucinda 
Williams and bluegrass icons Randy and Earl Scruggs.

Shoup saw Leftover Salmon at the Blind Pig in 1994 
and found it “magical.”

“They called it ‘polyethnic-Cajun-slamgrass music,’” 
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Two Jeffs
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Courtesy Jeff Sipe

The Aquarium Rescue Unit storms suburbia in its 1970s heyday. From left: leader and musical maverick Col. Bruce 
Hampton, bassist Oteil Burbridge, guitarist Jimmy Herring, an unknown roadie, mandolinist Matt Mundy and drummer 
Jeff Sipe.

Courtesy photo

Mort’s Fest organizer Jeff Shoup experienced Col. Bruce Hampton and the Aquarium Rescue Unit and met Jeff Sipe 
at Ann Arbor’s Blind Pig in 1993; it changed his life.



Shoup said. 
One of Sipe’s wildest projects was a big — very big 

— band called the Zambiland Orchestra, which assem-
bled each December for six years at Atlanta’s Variety 
Playhouse to benefit a local hospice program and food 
bank.

It was jam-band nirvana. All four members of Phish 
were in the orchestra at one time or another, along 
with members of Widespread Panic, the Derek Trucks 
Band, Fiji Mariners and other bands.

“I invited 20 people, and 40 people showed up,” Sipe 
said. The next year, he invited the first 40 people, and 
60 showed up.

“It kept growing through the six years we did it,” he 
said. “At one point, we had 83 people on the stage.”

Longtime Atlanta session bassist Ricky Keller con-
ducted with a toilet plunger or a giant tiki spoon. To 
wrangle the assemblage without rehearsal, Keller and 
Sipe flashed three sets of poster cards at the musicians: 
one with key changes, another with names of genres 
(heavy metal, reggae, bebop, funk, Dixieland) and a 
third with performance antics like “everybody walk 
backwards,” “shake hands” or “point up.”

Hampton, who died in 2017 after collapsing on stage 
at his own 70th birthday tribute concert, would have 
enjoyed the loosely harnessed anarchy.

“On the dime, everybody switched to the new key, 
the new tempo, the new sound,” Sipe said. “That was 
how it worked and didn’t work. It was crazy sounding 
sometimes, like Sun Ra on steroids, but really a lot of 
fun — for the audience as well.”

‘These cats are hurting’
Last fall, Shoup found himself in a nostalgic mood 

and posted a memory on Facebook of his long-ago 
Blind Pig epiphany with the Aquarium Rescue Unit. 
To his delight, Sipe responded.

Around the same time, Shoup was planning a re-
vival of Mort’s Fest with a partner, Mike Smalley, a 
journeyman bassist and retired employee of Elderly 
Instruments. The festival started in 2016 with a 10-
hour marathon to raise funds for a sound system at 
Mort’s. (Most of that sound system, including mas-
sive JBL speakers and monitors, is still in operation.)

“It was fun but kind of self-serving,” Shoup said. 
“We started looking at charities like Homeless Angels 
and the Capital Area Humane Society.” The festival 
went into hibernation with the 2020 pandemic shut-
down.

In fall 2024, the national news was full of images of 
floods that were devastating Asheville, home to many 
great musicians, in the wake of Hurricane Helene.

Shoup remembered that Sipe is based in Asheville.
“There’s a kinship among musicians,” Shoup said. 

“I thought, ‘These cats in Asheville are hurting. There 
aren’t many places for them to play. Let’s help them 
out.’”

Shoup contacted a local charity, BeLoved Asheville, 
and found that the need is still great.

Without regular venues to perform at, Sipe has 
played dozens of house concerts and other benefits in 
the Asheville area.

“It’s still tough,” Sipe said. “Musicians are scram-
bling. Not all the clubs are back up and running. It’s 
crawling back, but there’s tons of cleanup 
to do. All the low-lying areas are devas-
tated. It’ll take thousands of dump trucks 
and years to get rid of all the debris.”

Sipe has a high regard for BeLoved 
Asheville.

“It’s a great organization,” 
Sipe said. “They’ve been real 
effective leaders throughout 
this crisis, taking care of ev-
erybody from the homeless 
to nursing homes, day care 
centers. They have hundreds 
of volunteers and were able 
to get in there well before 
FEMA or any other people 
could get here.”

Shoup set about lining up 
sponsors for the event, in-
cluding Providence Consult-
ing, the Lansing Symphony 
Orchestra, Sonor Drums/
KHS America, Avedis Zild-
jian Co., Gregg Hill’s Cold 
Plunge Records (a mainstay 
sponsor of Jazz Tuesdays), 
Elderly Instruments, Music 
Manor, Local Roots Canna-
bis and Josh Hovey’s Bell-

wether PR firm. 
Sipe will have a busy weekend in Michigan. He’ll 

play Detroit’s Cadieux Cafe on Thursday (March 6) 
and Friday (March 7) with Grateful Dead tribute 
band Supercrunch and visit Lansing music store 
Music Instrument Swap on Saturday (March 8) for 
a drum clinic.

At Mort’s Fest, Shoup is throwing Sipe into two 
separate supergroups. One will feature harmonica 
monster Andy Wilson of the Springtails and Steppin’ 
In It, steel guitarist Drew Howard, guitarist Keith 
Minaya, bassist Mike Smalley and a real wild card, 
former Root Doctor vocalist Freddie Cunningham.

Although Cunningham is a blues and R&B sing-
er without peer, his ability to pivot to country tunes 
earned him the nickname “country Fred” among his 
Root Doctor bandmates.

Sunday’s second Sipe-centric supergroup will have 
more of a jazz vibe, with organist Jim Alfredson, 
award-winning guitarist and MSU graduate Chris 
Minami and others to be named.

“I wanted to put Jeff with the best musicians I 
could,” Shoup said.

Alfredson met and played with Sipe at a jazz camp 
in Brevard, North Carolina, directed by MSU trom-
bone Professor Michael Dease. 

“Jim Alfredson is a great dude,” Sipe said. “I’m 
looking forward to meeting everybody, seeing those 
jazz heavyweights.”

Many of the musicians on Sunday’s slate can switch 
genres or instruments with ease, and that suits Sipe 
just fine. To him, it’s the spirit, not the genre or the 
instrument, that matters.

“Bruce used to say that a musician can play a song 
on a push broom,” Sipe said. “You hit the floor with 
a bass tone and get the high end with the push. Al-
ready, you’ve got something great. You don’t need an 
instrument. You can play the most beautiful thing 
you’ve ever played on a pizza box.”
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As usual, the tranquil dignity of the Aquarium Rescue 
Unit is shattered by the antics of its anarchic leader, 
Col. Bruce Hampton (top). From left: mandolinist Matt 
Mundy, guitarist Jimmy Herring, drummer Jeff Sipe and 
bassist Oteil Burbridge.
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By BILL CASTANIER
Prolific Detroit poet Melba Joyce Boyd 

has been selected as the state’s third poet 
laureate by the Library of Michigan.

Boyd has published 13 books in her 
more than 50-year career. Nine of those 
are collections of her poetry, including 
“Death Dance of a Butterfly,” which won 
a Michigan Notable Book award in 2013.

The poet, who wasn’t expecting the ap-
pointment, said, “When I learned about 
the selection, it was the best surprise.”

When Boyd began writing in the ear-
ly 1970s, she said there was “literally” no 
outlet for Black poets to have their work 
published. However, in 1972, Dudley 
Randall, founder of the Broadside Press 
in Detroit, printed one of her early po-
ems.

Boyd would later become a colleague of 
Randall’s and eventually his biographer, 
publishing “Roses and Revolutions: The 
Selected Writings of Dudley Randall,” 
which won a Notable Book award in 
2010. She also produced a documenta-
ry titled, “The Black Unicorn: Dudley 
Randall and the Broadside Press.” At its 
height, Broadside Press was considered 
the most prestigious publisher in the 
country for Black authors and poets. It 
was also the first press to publish the re-
nowned poet Nikki Giovanni.

In a recent conversation with Boyd, 
she first talked about another poet rather 
than her own work. She’s updating her 
book “Discarded Legacy: Politics and Po-
etics in the Life of Frances E. W. Harper” 
following the recent discovery of Harp-
er’s first book of poetry.

Harper, who was a woman for all sea-
sons, became one of the first published 
Black women in the country in 1845 for 
her poetry collection “Forest Leaves.” She 
was only 20 years old. She also became 
a noted abolitionist, suffragist and tem-
perance supporter.

“I will be integrating her poems in the 
larger discussion of her work,” Boyd said. 
She is also working on an essay about 
Harper that will be included in another 
book on the groundbreaking poet and 
novelist. Simultaneously, Boyd is writing 

a chapter on Black poetry presses in De-
troit for a collaborative work on the his-
tory of publishing.

“Thank god I’m retired, I’m so busy 
with projects,” she said.

In 1969, following the 1965 assassi-
nation of Malcolm X, Boyd contributed 
a poem to “For Malcolm: Poems on the 
Life and Death of Malcolm X,” a collec-
tion of poetry published by Broadside 
Press in honor of the Black civil rights 
leader.

Boyd recently retired from her post as a 
distinguished professor in African Amer-
ican studies at Wayne State University. In 
her long academic career, she has taught 
at Ohio State University, the University 
of Iowa, the University of Michigan-Flint 
and Wayne County Community College.

State Librarian Randy Riley said that 
Boyd is “a rare combination of poet, re-
searcher and teacher. Dr. Boyd’s poet-
ry goes beyond just creative writing; it 
wraps you with the experience of Mich-
iganders and often elevates voices of the 
past through a combination of history 
and verse.”

Michigan’s first official poet laureate 
was Edgar Guest, who was known for 
writing a poem a day for the Detroit Free 
Press. His daily verse became so popular 
that it was syndicated in more than 300 
newspapers. He served as the poet lau-
reate from 1952 until his death in 1959. 
Several collections of his poetry, includ-
ing “A Heap O’ Livin’,” which has sold 
more than 1 million copies, were pub-
lished between 1916 and 1959. 

The position of poet laureate wasn’t re-
instituted until 2023, when Nandi Com-
er took the reins. Interestingly, poet Will 
Carleton, known for his emotional poem 
“Over the Hill to the Poor-House,” was 
informally called Michigan’s poet laure-
ate in the early 20th century. Carleton 
was the publisher of a phenomenally 
successful literary magazine, aptly titled 
Will Carleton’s Magazine. At one time, 
a state law named Oct. 21 Will Carleton 
Day, and teachers were required to teach 
his poetry in school.
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Now more than ever...
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“It was the best surprise,” Detroit poet Melba Joyce Boyd said of learning she was select-
ed to be Michigan poet laureate.

Melba Joyce Boyd named Michigan’s third  poet laureate

Quality Used Books at Great Prices!

Mid-Michigan Leadership Academy
Mid-Michigan Leadership Academy, a Tuition-Free Public-School Academy, announces its 
Open Enrollment period for the 2025-26 school year for grades K-8.  Applications may be 
picked up at the school, 730 West Maple St. Lansing, MI 48906, (517)485-5379, during the 
Open Enrollment period March 1, 2025 through March 31, 2025:  Mon - Fri from 8:00am – 
3:30pm, Monday 3/10/25 8am- 6pm and Saturday 3/8/25 8am-12pm If enrollment 
applications exceed the number of available spaces, a random selection drawing will be held 
at Mid-Michigan Leadership Academy on 4/17/25 at 4pm.

CP#25-074

Eagle Township, Clinton County
Board Meeting Synopsis

February 20, 2025, at 6:00 pm -   Present: Supervisor Stroud, Clerk Briggs-Dudley, Treasurer 
C. Hoppes, Trustee Strahle, Trustee M. Hoppes and 8 citizens. 
Board Actions:

1) Approved checking with the attorney on fence viewer definition. 
2) Approved bills for February, 2025. 
3) Adopted resolution 02-20-2025-01 to Amend Interim Zoning Ordinance for 
Non-Conforming Lots Boundary Adjustment.
4) Accepted the 2024 Annual Report from the Planning Commission.
5) Approved reassignments to replace Trustee Strahle on the LGRFA board and ZBA.
6) Approved new ex-officio member to the Planning Commission.
7) Approved estimate from Pat O’Neill for hall repairs.
8) Approved salary resolutions for fiscal year 25-26 to be considered by electors at 
the annual meeting on March 29.
9) Approved budget amendments. 
10) Approved installation of security cameras at the township hall. 
11) Adopted resolution 02-20-2025-07 to Adopt Sick Leave Policy. 
12) Approved updates to Treasurer policies.
13) Approved to sell old laser printer. 
14) Approved 2025 audit engagement letter for Siegfried Crandall. 
15) Approved Clinton County Road Commission contracts for 2025.

A complete copy of the minutes is available by contacting Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Clerk.
Next regular meeting of the Eagle Township Board is March 20, 2025, at 6 pm at Eagle 
Township Hall, 14318 Michigan St, Eagle, MI. See www.eagletownshipmi.gov for latest 
updates.

Prepared by:    Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Eagle Township Clerk  
Approved by: Troy Stroud, Eagle Township Supervisor

CP#25-073 

B/25/071 BIOSOLIDS MANAGEMENT SERVICES for the Public Service Department’s 
Wastewater Division per the specifications provided by the City of Lansing. The City of 
Lansing will accept bids at The City of Lansing, Purchasing Office, 124 W. Michigan Ave. 3rd 
Floor, Lansing, Michigan 48933 or electronically submitted thru MITN Site (www.Mitn.Info) 
until 2PM local time in effect on MARCH 18, 2025. Complete specifications and forms 
required to submit bids are available by contacting Marilyn Chick at (517) 483-4282, or 
Marilyn.chick@lansingmi.gov or go to www.mitn.info. The City of Lansing encourages bids 
from All Vendors Including MBE/WBE Vendors and Lansing-Based Businesses. 

CP#25-075
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By CHRIS SILVA
Michigan’s legal cannabis industry, a 

relatively recent addition to the state’s 
economic landscape, has become a sig-
nificant revenue generator. The corner-
stone of this revenue stream is the 10% 
excise tax levied on retail cannabis sales. 
This tax, paid by consumers at the point 
of purchase, feeds into the state Mari-
huana Regulation Fund, managed by 
the Department of Treasury and the 
Cannabis Regulatory Agency.

The distribution of this fund is where 
the real magic happens, especially for 
places like Lansing and the broader 
mid-Michigan region. The state’s alloca-
tion formula is designed to ensure that the 
benefits of cannabis legalization are felt at 
the local level.

• Municipal and county distributions:
30% of the excise tax revenue is allocated 
to municipalities and counties where li-
censed retail stores and microbusinesses 
operate. This distribution is based on the 
number of licensed establishments within 
each jurisdiction. For example, Lansing’s 
substantial $1.4 million share and Ingham 
County’s $1.8 million intake reflect their 
robust cannabis retail presence. This mon-
ey is used as the local government sees fit.

• School Aid and Michigan Transpor-
tation funds: The remaining 70% of the 
excise tax revenue is split evenly between 
the School Aid Fund and the Michigan 
Transportation Fund. This ensures that 
the cannabis industry contributes to criti-
cal state-level priorities, namely education 
and infrastructure.

The disbursement isn’t just a number; 
it’s a critical component of local budgets. 
Imagine a city council meeting: discus-
sions about park maintenance, afterschool 
programs or even crucial infrastructure 
repairs. These are the very line items that 
get a boost from the cannabis tax revenue.

For Lansing, the $1.4 million is a tangi-
ble injection of funds that allows the city 
to address immediate needs. Perhaps it’s 
used to repair potholes that have plagued 
residents for years, or to fund a new com-
munity center that provides vital services 
to underserved populations. In smaller 
towns like Leslie or Webberville, even the 
$58,000 received per licensed establish-
ment can make a significant impact. It 
might mean the difference between keep-
ing a community pool open during the 
summer or having to shut it down due to 
budget constraints.

These funds empower local leaders 
to make decisions that directly benefit 
their constituents. It’s about local control 
and local impact. The cannabis industry, 

through its tax contributions, is essen-
tially becoming a partner in local gover-
nance, providing the financial resources 
needed to address the unique challenges 
faced by each community. And that’s why 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s proposed 32% 
wholesale tax on recreational marijuana, 
which would create a significantly higher 
tax burden for cannabis businesses, is so 
concerning: It threatens to choke off this 
vital revenue stream, leaving cities scram-
bling to fill the gaps. 

• Impact on pricing and consumer be-
havior: The wholesale tax would inevita-
bly be passed on to consumers in the form 
of higher retail prices. This could drive 
consumers to the black market or to un-
regulated hemp-derived products, under-
mining the legal cannabis market and its 
associated tax revenue.

• Financial strain on local business-
es: Small- and medium-sized cannabis 
businesses, which form the backbone of 
the industry in Mid-Michigan, would be 
particularly vulnerable to the increased 
tax burden. Many of these businesses are 
already operating on thin margins, and 
the added tax could force them to close 
their doors.

• Ripple effects on local economies: 
The closure of cannabis businesses would 
lead to job losses, reduced local tax reve-
nue and a decline in economic activity. 
This would have a ripple effect through-
out the local economy.

• Equity concerns: The proposed tax 
would disproportionately impact social 
equity licensees, who already face signifi-
cant challenges in the cannabis industry. 
This could undermine the state’s efforts to 
create a more equitable and inclusive can-
nabis market.

The timing of this proposed wholesale 
tax is also questionable. The market is still 
maturing, and the current tax structure 

is already producing substantial revenue. 
The sudden change could be devastating.

It’s crucial for policymakers to engage 
in a comprehensive analysis of the poten-
tial impacts of the proposed wholesale tax. 
They must consider the economic realities 
of the cannabis industry, the needs of lo-
cal communities and the importance of 
maintaining a fair and equitable regulato-
ry environment. The future of Michigan’s 
cannabis industry, and its contribution to 
local economies, depends on it.

Oleksandrum/Shutterstock

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s proposed 32% wholesale tax on recreational marijuana 
threatens to decrease the amount of revenue generated from the 10% excise tax 
levied on retail cannabis sales, which is a critical component of budgets for municipal 
and county governments.

Michigan’s cannabis excise tax: A local-level lifeline under siege
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Cannabis excise tax
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By LEO V. KAPLAN

Even in tumul-
tuous times for the 
brick-and-mortar 
bookstore industry, 
Schuler Books has 

maintained steady 
growth.

In Okemos, that 
growth led the 
Michigan-based 
bookstore and cafe 
chain to move its 
Meridian Mall lo-

cation to a larger 30,000-square-foot 
space across the hall, expanding its 

seating and offering a brand-new event 
studio.

With an additional 6,000 square feet 
of space, employees and customers say 
the new location feels more open.

“The bigger space allows for more 
breathing room than the last one,” em-
ployee Boone Murdoch said.

Customer Jacob Rodgers agreed. 
“It feels less chaotic than when it was 
across the hall,” he said. “It seems like 
everything’s a little neater.”

The Meridian Mall proposed the 
move when Schuler’s old space began 
“showing its age,” according to Eliza-
beth Bosscher, the company’s marketing 
manager. When the former Bed Bath & 
Beyond closed in 2023, the mall sought 

a new use for the space. The move bene-
fitted both the mall and Schuler.

“We were really excited about the of-
fer,” Bosscher said. “The tables at our 
cafe often filled up, so we were excited 
to offer a few more tables for people to 
sit and relax at for longer.”

Bosscher said the new location sup-
ports Schuler’s goal of being a commu-
nity space.

“We want to be a place where people 
feel comfortable and enjoy spending 
time,” she said. “Maybe they’re meeting 
someone for a meeting, maybe they’re 
getting a little work done, maybe they’re 
just coming in to browse. We hope to be 
a place where you plan an afternoon to 
be here and hang out for a while.”

The most visible addition is the event 
studio, which features a stage and seat-
ing space for more than 100 guests. 
Bosscher said the space is “a great tool” 
for the bookstore: “We can reach out to 
publishers and say, ‘We have this beauti-
ful space in Okemos, and we would love 
to be on your author tour.’”

The Okemos location has already 
played host to notable guests, such as 
New York Times best-selling author 
Angeline Boulley. Bosscher said the new 
location will allow the bookstore to host 
even more.

“Customers will be able to see an in-
crease in how many author events we 
offer here,” Bosscher said, “as well as an 
increase in the profile level of the au-
thors we bring in.”

The event studio mirrors a similar 
space in Schuler’s Grand Rapids loca-
tion, which Bosscher said has been a 
popular fixture since its introduction.

Chris Faulkner and Rose Moon of 
DeWitt visit Schuler’s Chapbook Cafe 
nearly every week and have been loyal 
customers since before Schuler moved 
into the Meridian Mall in 2001. They 
said they like the new location’s open at-
mosphere and natural lighting; howev-
er, even with the extra seating, the cafe 
is still packed on weekends. 

“It sure gets busy,” Moon said. “We 
were here on a Sunday, and there were 
no seats.”

Schuler Books

1982 W. Grand River Ave., 
Okemos
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-
Saturday
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday
(517) 349-8840
schulerbooks.com

New Schuler Books location invites customers to ‘hang out for a while’

Photo by Raymond Holt

Employee Boone Murdoch mans the front desk at the new Schuler Books location in 
Okemos.

Photo by Raymond Holt

The Chapbook Cafe is a popular stop 
for Schuler patrons. Server Sovereign 
Schoenherr brings a sandwich to an 
eagerly waiting photographer.

Photo by Raymond Holt

Chris Faulkner (left) and Rose Moon of 
DeWitt visit Schuler Books nearly every 
week.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): The world’s darkest 
material is Vantablack. This super-black coating 
absorbs 99.96% of visible light, creating a visual 
void. It has many practical applications, like 
improving the operation of telescopes, infrared 
cameras and solar panels. I propose we make 
Vantablack your symbol of power in the coming 
weeks. It will signify that an apparent void or 
absence in your life might actually be a fertile 
opportunity. An ostensible emptiness may be full 
of potential.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Among their many 
sensational qualities, rivers have the power to 
create through demolition and revision. Over the 
centuries, they erode rock and earth, making 
canyons and valleys. Their slow and steady 
transformative energy can be an inspiration to 
you in the coming months, Taurus. You, too, will be 
able to accomplish wonders through the strength 
of your relentless persistence — and through your 
resolute insistence that some old approaches 
will need to be eliminated to make way for new 
dispensations.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Centuries before European 
sailors ventured across the seas, Polynesians were 
making wide-ranging voyages around the South 
Pacific. Their navigations didn’t use compasses or 
sextants but relied on analyzing ocean swells, star 
configurations, cloud formations, bird movements 
and wind patterns. I bring their genius to your 
attention, Gemini, because I believe you are gaining 
access to new ways to read and understand your 
environment. Subtleties that weren’t previously 
clear to you are becoming so. Your perceptual 
powers seem to be growing, and so is your 
sensitivity to clues from below the visible surface 
of things. Your intuition is synergizing with your 
logical mind.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The Maeslant Barrier is a 
gigantic, movable barricade designed to prevent 
the flooding of the Dutch port of Rotterdam. It’s 
deployed when storms generate surges that need 
to be repelled. I think we all need metaphorical 
versions of this protective fortification, with its 
balance of unstinting vigilance and timely flexibility. 
Do you have such psychic structures in place, 
Cancerian? Now would be a good time to ensure 
that you have them and they’re working properly. 
A key factor, as you mull over the prospect I’m 
suggesting, is knowing that you don’t need to 
keep all your defenses raised to the max at all 
times. Rather, you need to sense when it’s crucial 
to assert limits and boundaries — and when it’s 
safe and right to allow the flow of connection and 
opportunity.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The authentic alchemists 
of medieval times were not foolishly hoping to 
transmute lead and other cheap metals into literal 
gold. In fact, their goal was to change the wounded, 
ignorant, unripe qualities of their psyches into 
beautiful, radiant aspects. The coming weeks will 
be an excellent time for you to do such magic. Life 
will provide you with help and inspiration as you try 
to brighten your shadows. We all need to do this 
challenging work, Leo! Now is one of your periodic 
chances to do it really well.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Cosmic rhythms are 
authorizing you to be extra demanding in the 
coming days — as long as you are not frivolous, 
rude or unreasonable. You have permission to 
ask for bigger and better privileges that you 
have previously felt were beyond your grasp. You 
should assume you have finally earned rights you 
had not fully earned before now. My advice is to be 
discerning about how you wield this extra power. 
Don’t waste it on trivial or petty matters. Use it to 
generate significant adjustments that will change 
your life for the better.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In North America, starlings 
are an invasive species introduced from Europe 
in the 19th century. They are problematic, 
competing with native species for resources. 
They can damage crops and spread diseases 

that affect livestock. Yet starlings also create 
the breathtakingly beautiful marvel known as a 
murmuration. They make mesmerizing, ever-
shifting patterns in the sky while moving as one 
cohesive unit. We all have starling-like phenomena 
in our lives — people, situations and experiences 
that arouse deeply paradoxical responses that 
we both enjoy and disapprove of. According to my 
analysis, the coming weeks will be prime time to 
transform and evolve your relationships with these 
things. It’s unwise to sustain the status quo. I’m not 
necessarily advising you to banish them — simply 
to change your connection.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Buildings and walls in the 
old Incan city of Machu Picchu feature monumental 
stone blocks that fit together precisely. You can’t 
slip a piece of paper between them. Most are 
irregularly shaped and weigh many tons. Whoever 
constructed these prodigious structures benefited 
from massive amounts of ingenuity and patience. 
I invite you to summon some of the same blend 
of diligence and brilliance as you work on your 
growing masterpiece in the coming weeks and 
months. My prediction: What you create in 2025 
will last a very long time.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Bioluminescence is 
light emitted from living creatures. They don’t 
reflect the light of the sun or moon but produce 
it themselves. Fireflies do it, and so do glow 
worms and certain fungi. If you go to Puerto Rico’s 
Mosquito Bay, you may also spy the glimmer of 
marine plankton known as dinoflagellates. The 
best time to see them show what they can do is on 
a cloudy night during a new moon, when the deep 
murk reveals their full power. I believe their glory is 
a good metaphor for you in the coming days. Your 
beauty will be most visible and your illumination 
most valuable when the darkness is at a peak.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Capricorn-born Shah 
Jahan I was the emperor of Hindustan from 1628 
to 1658. During his reign, he commissioned the Taj 
Mahal, a magnificent garden and building complex 
to honor his wife, Mumtaz Mahal. This spectacular 
“jewel of Islamic art” is still a major tourist 
attraction. In the spirit of Shah Jahan’s adoration, I 
invite you to dream and scheme about expressing 
your devotion to what you love. What stirs your 
heart and nourishes your soul? Find tangible ways 
to celebrate and fortify your deepest passions.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Over 2,100 years ago, 
Greek scientists created an analog computer 
that could track astronomical movements and 
events decades in advance. Referred to now 
as the Antikythera mechanism, it was a unique, 
groundbreaking invention. Similar machines didn’t 
appear again until Europe in the 14th century. If it’s 
OK with you, I will compare you with the Antikythera 
mechanism. Why? You are often ahead of your 
time with your innovative approaches. People may 
regard you as complex, inscrutable or unusual 
when in fact you are simply alert for and homing in 
on future developments. These qualities of yours 
will be especially needed in the coming weeks and 
months.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): No cars drove through 
London’s streets in 1868. That invention was still 
years away. But the roads were crammed with 
pedestrians and horses. To improve safety amid 
the heavy traffic, a mechanical traffic light was 
installed — the first in the world. But it had a 
breakdown a month later, injured a police officer, 
and was discontinued. Traffic lights didn’t become 
common for 50 years after that. I believe your 
imminent innovations will have better luck and 
good timing, Pisces. Unlike the premature traffic 
signal, your creations and improvements will have 
the right context to succeed. Don’t be shy about 
pushing your good ideas! They could revamp the 
daily routine. 

Jonesin' Crossword                                         By Matt Jones

“Gallery Display” -- 
you’ll know it when 
you see it.
by Matt Jones
© 2025 Matt Jones

ACROSS
1. Aromatic resin
7. Pose the 
question
10. Letters before 
gees
14. “Like sands 
through the 
hourglass, so ___ 
days of our lives 
...”
15. “Got it!”
16. Spread on a 
BLT
17. Remain aboard
18. Negative 
responses
19. Almond shade
20. Boxer Liston 
and his new 
constitution?
23. German article
24. Looking with no 
subtlety
25. 157.5 deg. from N
26. Luau garland
27. Take care of
30. ___ Rafferty, 
“Baker Street” singer
32. Accept, like a 
coupon
33. Mixed drink 
with gin, vermouth, 
cheese, vegetables, 
and pastry crust?
36. Speechify
37. Groan-inducing
38. Malbec, for one
39. “Celebrity 
Jeopardy!” winner 
Barinholtz
40. Swab the deck
43. Hang on the line
47. “Brave New 
World” happiness 
drug
48. Scottish player 
who’s a hit at all 
festivities?

52. Tiger noise, to the 
under-2 set
53. It may be tapped
54. Palindromic 1976 
greatest hits album 
with the track “Ma-
Ma-Ma Belle”
55. Jai ___ (fast 
game)
56. Noteworthy 
stretch
57. Having an outer 
layer, like fruit
58. Tailless domestic 
cat
59. Shortest Morse 
code unit
60. Like some beer 
or bread

DOWN
1. Low end of the 
choir
2. Belgian beer Stella 
___
3. Grayson who was 
the title character in 

the Apple TV+ thriller 
“Servant”
4. “Funny Girl” 
composer Jule
5. Nautical hello
6. Collection of 
animals
7. Restaurant chain 
with root beer floats
8. Jolt
9. Healthy cereal 
brand
10. Reason for a siren
11. Something proven
12. ___ Festival 2 
(recently announced 
sequel to a 2017 
disaster)
13. Like some gummy 
candies
21. Irish actor 
Kristian of “Our Flag 
Means Death”
22. “Training Day” 
director Fuqua
26. Calligraphy 
introduction?

28. Classic Japanese 
drama form
29. Beats creator
30. International auto 
race
31. Puppy sound
32. Peachy keen
33. Trim a lawn
34. Melber of MSNBC
35. 1/20th of a ream
40. Bikes with 
engines
41. Egg dish (in this 
economy?)
42. Yankovic genre
44. Annoyed
45. Prefix before 
dactyl
46. Use a shovel on
47. Cathedral city of 
Tuscany
48. Airport people 
mover
49. Hi, in Hidalgo
50. Actor McGregor
51. “Swan Lake” bend

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)    	       Answers on page 23

SUDOKU	 Advanced

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                              March 5-11, 2025
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the Lansing Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

College Night at Lansing Shuffle - Free shuffle-
board with student ID, half off well drinks, $5 
pitchers. 7-11 p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 
lansingshuffle.com.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or 
any other portable craft project and immerse 
yourself in an evening of creativity, conversation 
and community. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Dine & Discovery Cooking Workshop - Join chef 
Eric King of Poppa’s Cookbook to learn how to 
make Irish beef stew! 6 p.m. Allen Neighborhood 
Center, 1611 E Kalamazoo St., Lansing. allenneigh-
borhoodcenter.org.

Domestic Violence Support Group - 6 p.m. 
Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick 
St., Charlotte. For questions, call 517-543-0748 or 
email ccavazos@sireneatonshelter.org.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Houndmouth w/ Bo Staloch - Houndmouth brings 
a captivating blend of indie rock, Americana 
and folk, with a touch of bluesy nostalgia. 8 p.m. 
Grewal Hall, 224 S. Washington Square, Lansing. 
hall224.com.

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other adult 
women for fun, exercise, friendship and skating 
practice. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Ice Cube, 2810 Hannah 

Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilverblades.org.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Rock-Steady Boxing - Free 
exercise class for people with Parkinson’s and 
their caregivers. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 
2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 
517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble for All Ages - 15-
week class, meets biweekly. 5:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Thursday Night Open Forge - Try your hand at 
blacksmithing and create your own metal master-
pieces! 6-9 p.m. Artfire Michigan, 4567 Churchill 
Road, Leslie. artfiremichigan.com.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly - Weight-loss support 
group. Weigh-in 5:30 p.m., meeting 6-7 p.m. 
Haslett Middle School, 1535 Franklin St., Haslett. 
800-932-8677. facebook.com/HaslettTops.

UrbanBeat Celebrates Women’s History Month 
- This special event, featuring entertainment 
by Just Friends Band, celebrates remarkable 
women who have made history — past, present 
and future. 7:30 p.m. 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

Friday, March 7
“A Case for the Existence of God” - A sweet, 
thoughtful story about fatherhood, family and 
friendship. 7:30 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. 
Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Wednesday, March 5
“A Course of Love” Zoom Discussion Group, with 
Lucille Olson and Bill Dietrich - Group reads a 
section of the book each week and discusses 
the insightful ideas. 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. 
Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting & Glee Music Class for Kids - 15-week 
class. Ages 5-12. 4:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

Beginning Ballet for Adults - 6:45 p.m. The Studio 
Performing Arts Center, 5015 Park Lake Road, 
East Lansing. 517-336-4088. dancesingact.com.

Beginning Tap Dance for Teens & Adults - 7:45 
p.m. The Studio Performing Arts Center, 5015 
Park Lake Road, East Lansing. 517-336-4088. 
dancesingact.com.

Broadway Jazz Dance for Teens & Adults - 
15-week class, meets biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Big 10 Collegiate Mental Health Center Con-
ference - Theme is “Multiple Ways of Knowing, 
Doing and Being in Collegiate Mental Health: A 
collective call for social justice through integrat-
ed, holistic and multicultural responsive care.” 
7 a.m. Kellogg Hotel, 219 S. Harrison Road, East 
Lansing. eventbrite.com/o/michigan-state-univer-
sity-17719520422.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

Euchre Madness - The Allen Farmers Market 
will offer weekly euchre tournaments in March. 
There will be a refresher on the rules from 3-4 
p.m., after which games will start. Market runs 
3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 
allenneighborhoodcenter.org/market.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at the Meridian Mall 
food court through April. 9-10 a.m. 1982 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Improv Acting for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, 
meets biweekly. 8:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

It’s Elementary - Learn how to catch a lepre-
chaun using science, then build a leprechaun 
trap! Grades 3-6. Registration req. 2:30 p.m. 
Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick 
St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Karaoke at Lansing Shuffle, hosted by Starlight 
Entertainment - 7-11 p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, 
Lansing. lansingshuffle.com.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - Whether you’re 
experienced or just starting out, the stage is 
open to all. Not a performer? Enjoy dinner, drinks 

and live music. No cover, all ages welcome. 6 
p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urban-
beatevents.com.

Michigan Cottage Food Law - Learn how to pre-
pare and sell foods to the public under Michigan’s 
Cottage Food Law. Topics include preparing, 
packaging, labeling, storing and transporting 
cottage foods. 2 p.m. Virtual – register at canr.
msu.edu.

Tap II for Teens & Adults - 15-week class. 6 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Weaving the Web: Meditation - Join us online or in 
person every Wednesday for discussions, rituals, 
meditations and more! 6 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Thursday, March 6
“A Case for the Existence of God” - A sweet, 
thoughtful story about fatherhood, family and 
friendship. 2 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. 
Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Acting 101 for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, 
meets biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - 
15-week class, meets biweekly. 8 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow 
Urgent Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. cmi-
alanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presby-
terian Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
Cmialanon.org.

Beginning East Coast Swing Group Dance Class 
- 7 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. 
uofmhealthsparrow.org/our-hospitals-services/
michigan-athletic-club.

Beginning Hustle Group Dance Class - 8 p.m. 
Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. uofm-
healthsparrow.org/our-hospitals-services/michi-
gan-athletic-club.

Business Education Series: Anatomy of a Data 
Breach - This session will examine recent cases 
and best practices to protect your company 
from a breach. 10 a.m. Lansing Regional Chamber 
of Commerce, 500 E. Michigan Ave., Suite 200, 
Lansing. facebook.com/LansingChamber.

Capital Area Audubon Meeting - Featuring 
speaker Rachael Pierce of the USFWS Migratory 
Bird Program, who will present on tagging and 
tracking the wood thrush. 7 p.m. Michigan Nature 
Association, 2310 Science Pkwy., Lansing. capita-
lareaaudubon.org.

Capital Area Modelers Society Meeting - Learn 
about building scale models, display what you’re 
working on and get to know others interested in 
the hobby. 6:30 p.m. Judson Baptist Church, 531 
Glendale Ave., Lansing. capitalareamodelerssoci-
ety.wordpress.com.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 19

David Koechner
8 p.m. Friday, March 7

Grewal Hall at 224
224 S. Washington Square, Lan-

sing

Known across the globe for his 
roles as Todd Packer on “The Office” 
and Champ Kind in the “Anchorman” 
movies, actor, writer, producer and 
comedian David Koechner will be the 
featured performer at Pure Options’ 
stand-up comedy show 8 p.m. Friday 
(March 7) at Grewal Hall in downtown 
Lansing.

Koechner’s TV and film career be-
gan in 1995 with a one-year stint on 
“Saturday Night Live.” He later ap-
peared as a regular sketch actor on 
“Late Night with Conan O’Brien.” Af-
ter his breakout role in “Anchorman,” 
he appeared in comedic films such 
as “Talladega Nights,” “Thank You for 
Smoking,” “Semi-Pro” and “Extract.” 
His first lead role was as Coach Lambeau Fields in the sports comedy “The 
Comebacks,” followed by co-starring roles in the horror-comedy “Krampus” and 
the sitcoms “Bless This Mess” and “Superior Donuts.” He made regular appear-
ances on the ABC sitcom “The Goldbergs” before it wrapped in 2023 and currently 
plays a recurring character on the animated comedy “American Dad!” 

Lansing comedian Dave Wellfare will open Friday’s show. Tickets range from 
$27 to $52 and can be purchased at hall224.com. Tickets for the canceled 
Aug. 22 and Nov. 16 shows will be honored.
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Anniversary Sale at Habitat ReStore - Join Habi-
tat for Humanity ReStore in celebrating our 25th 
anniversary with 25% off everything in stores, 
coupons for 25% off your next visit and $25 gift 
certificate drawings. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Lansing, St. 
Johns and Williamston ReStores. habitatcr.org.

Badass Women Band - This band of powerhouse 
female artists fuses each member’s individual 
sensibilities for an unforgettable and dynamic 
collaboration. 7:30 p.m. University Lutheran 
Church, 1020 S. Harrison Road, East Lansing. 
tenpoundfiddle.org.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

Country Night at Lansing Shuffle - Enjoy line 
dance instruction from 8-9 p.m., followed by 
modern country music playing until midnight! 
We’ll have drink specials all night. No cover! 325 
Riverfront Drive, Lansing. lansingshuffle.com.

Craft Club Jr. - Create tissue-paper snails! 
Grades 1-3. Registration req. 4:15 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Char-
lotte. charlottelibrary.org.

David Koechner at Grewal Hall - Koechner is 
well known for his roles as Todd Packer on “The 
Office” and Champ Kind in “Anchorman” and “An-
chorman 2: The Legend Continues.” 8 p.m. 224 S. 
Washington Square, Lansing. hall224.com.

Euchre with the Kiwanis Club and Unity - Optional 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., euchre at 7 p.m. Tourna-
ment with cash prizes. Unity Spiritual Center, 

2395 Washington Road, Lansing. unitylansing.org.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at the Meridian Mall 
food court through April. 9-10 a.m. 1982 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Friday Fish Fry - Baked/fried fish, baked potato/
french fries, two types of coleslaw, mac & 
cheese, beverages and more. Adults $16, seniors 
$14, children 12 & under $7. 5-7 p.m. St. Martha 
Catholic Church, 1100 W. Grand River Ave., Oke-
mos. st-martha.org/fishfry.

Lansing Parks and Recreation Travelogue: Egypt - 
Take a trip through Egyptian history with hostess 
Kay Meints. 7 p.m. Foster Community Center, 
200 N. Foster Ave. Lansing. lansingmi.gov/985/
Travelogue.

Michigan Horse Expo and Trade Show - 10 a.m.-
7:30 p.m. MSU Pavilion, 4301 Farm Lane, East 
Lansing. mihorseexpo.com.

Northside Rhythm Kings Live at Moriarty’s Pub 
- 8 p.m. 802 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-485-
5287. moriartyspublansing.com.

Open Old Time Jam! | First Friday of Every 
Month - Join the legendary Mike Ross for an 
old-time-centric jam. Open to fiddle, banjo, 
guitar, mandolin, dulcimer or anything else you 
can play old-time tunes on. 5-6:30 p.m. Elderly 
Instruments, 1100 N. Washington Ave., Lansing. 
elderly.com.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Movement with Vitality - 
Free exercise class for people with Parkinson’s 
and their caregivers. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic 
Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To regis-
ter, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Salute to First Responders - Join us for a special 
evening honoring those who serve our communi-
ty. Enjoy live music by Spoonful and special guest 
Gina Garner. 7 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Ten Pound Fiddle Annual Membership Meet-
ing - Hear reports from board members, have 
questions answered by board members and get 
a preview of 2025-‘26 concerts. 7 p.m. University 
Lutheran Church, 1020 S. Harrison Road, East 
Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org.

Tyrant WSG Anvil Crawler, Nulldriver, Finality - An 
evening of metal music at Mac’s Bar. Doors 7 
p.m., show 8 p.m. 2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
facebook.com/macsbarmsu.

VITA Mobile Unit at Charlotte Community Library 
- If you’d like to sign up for a free tax preparation 
appointment, please visit the library or call us at 
517-543-8859. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 226 S. Bostwick St., 
Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Saturday, March 8
‘90s Cat Trivia - Enjoy four rounds of friendly 
competition, with kitty cuddles before and after. 
We also have a coffee bar and treat area! 7 p.m. 
621 S. Grand Ave., Fowlerville. eventbrite.com/o/
the-cat-connection-65515147103.

“A Case for the Existence of God” - A sweet, 
thoughtful story about fatherhood, family and 
friendship. 2 and 7:30 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. williamstonthe-
atre.org.

Anniversary Sale at Habitat ReStore - Join Habi-
tat for Humanity ReStore in celebrating our 25th 
anniversary with 25% off everything in stores, 
coupons for 25% off your next visit and $25 gift 
certificate drawings. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Lansing, St. 
Johns and Williamston ReStores. habitatcr.org.

Bowling for Babies - Hannah’s House’s annual bowl-
a-thon for our residents and their coming babies. 
Registration is $25 per adult or $90 for teams of 
4-6. 3-6 p.m. Pins & Pints, 2120 E. Saginaw Hwy., 
East Lansing. To register, visit annahshouselansing.
org/bowling-for-babies-2025.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with a 
visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see unique 
and interesting artwork by members of the Lansing 
Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 4321 Oke-
mos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
okemos.

The Dinner Detective - We offer an amazing 
murder-mystery experience paired with a fantastic 
dinner. Anyone in the room can end up being part of 
the show, including YOU! 6:30 p.m. AC Hotel, 3160 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. thedinnerdetective.com.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Intermediate Ballet for Teens & Adults - 15-week 
class, meets biweekly. 11 a.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

March Madness Psychic Fair - Find the clarity you 
seek, embrace the transformation you know you 
need, and connect with your magickal and spiritual 
community! 3-8 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 
Center St., Lansing. manifestlansing.com.

Michigan Horse Expo and Trade Show - 9 a.m.-7:30 
p.m. MSU Pavilion, 4301 Farm Lane, East Lansing. 
mihorseexpo.com.

Parent 2 Parent Sale - Early bird admission at 9 
a.m., sale runs 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Joseph E. Drolett 
Community Center, 7550 W. Willow Hwy., Lansing. 
deltami.gov/residents/events/mom_2_mom_sale.
php.

See Events, Page 20
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By MARK GMAZEL
“Into the Woods” has been a staple of 

the musical theater catalogue since its 
Broadway debut in 1987, and for very 
good reason. The characters, based on 
familiar childhood fairy tales, are bold 
and recognizable; the situations are 
adult and modern; and the songs and 
lyrics demand a great deal of technical 
proficiency and creative ability from the 
musicians and singers. Although 
it’s an ensemble piece, each char-
acter is a leading figure at some 
point, making a large, talented, 
dedicated cast, each with star 
quality, a prerequisite. When 
matched with an impressive set, 
a strong pit orchestra and 
top-notch support, this play 
generally pleases and enter-
tains on its surface merits 
alone, and the Lebowsky 
Center for Performing Arts’ 
production does it all with 
style, grace and assurance. 

But make no mistake, 
this work is no frothy piffle. 
This production explores many serious 
themes, such as the failure of parental 
and filial obligation, the breakdown of 

individual and group morality, the un-
foreseen consequences of wish fulfill-
ment and the individual’s responsibility 
to and for their community. The play is 
seen by many as an allegory about the 
AIDS crisis. While the show takes many 
dark turns to make its points, it ends 
with a powerfully positive and uplifting 
statement in song, “No One Is Alone.” 
Each performer in this production has 
outstanding moments, and it feels un-

fair to write about only a few 
when each actor here is worthy of 
praise, but space only allows us to 
mention a few standouts.  

It’s almost impossible to be a 
show stealer with a cast as impres-

sive as the one assembled 
here. But somehow, Bay 
City Academy high school 
student Jecara Williams 
(Little Red Riding Hood) 
charms and cajoles her way 
through her scenes with the 
skill and aplomb of a much 
older performer. Her voice 
is clear as a bell, her acting 
intentions are direct and 

precise, and she’s perfectly suited for 
her role.

Michigan State University graduate 

and Okemos resident Chad DeKatch 
(the Baker) is among the most centered, 
assured and skilled musical theater 
performers I’ve seen in Michigan. He 
radiates an easygoing charm that con-
ceals his technical skills, handles the 
challenges and difficulties of his role ef-
fortlessly and enjoys an instant connec-
tion with the audience. His grounded 
and precise work here is among the best 
musical theater performances I’ve seen. 

You’ll see many other Lansing-area 
favorites in this production, including 
Amanda DeKatch as the threatening 
Witch, the hilarious Jake Przybyla as 
Cinderella’s Prince, James Curtis as the 
Wolf, MSU graduates Kira Elena Bill-
ard as Cinderella and David Anderson 
as Rapunzel’s Prince, and Anderson’s 
spouse, MSU graduate student Anna 
Anderson, as Lucinda. And get ready 
to love another performance by Doak 
Bloss, who plays the Mysterious Man. 

Some might think that Owosso is too 
far of a drive from Lansing to warrant 
visiting Lebowsky to see a play. Some 
may believe that a place as small as 
Owosso couldn’t have the talent and 
support required to mount difficult, se-
rious productions. Others may be con-
cerned there isn’t enough to do in town 

before and after a show to make an ex-
cursion worthwhile. Those people are 
dead wrong, and if they rule out attend-
ing this event based on relative proxim-
ity, they will miss out on a professional, 
very well-produced show that’s support-
ed by a knowledgeable and courteous 
staff and features a truly detailed and 
gorgeous set, which matches the excel-
lent talent. “Into the Woods” provides 
the kind of spectacular entertainment 
that audiences might expect to drive 
much farther for and pay much more 
per ticket to see.

Lebowsky Center reaches for the stars with ‘Into the Woods’

Photo by The Mattesons Photography

Jecara Williams (left) as Little Red 
Riding Hood and James Curtis as 
the Wolf in the Lebowsky Center for 
Performing Arts’ production of “Into the 
Woods.”

Review

“Into the Woods”
March 7-9
7:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday
Lebowsky Center for 
Performing Arts
122 E. Main St., Owosso
(989) 723-4003
lebowskycenter.com
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Stephen Wilson Jr. at Grewal Hall - Wilson draws 
upon indie rock, grunge and country to create 
a distinct sound influenced by artists as diverse 
as The National, Willie Nelson, John Mellencamp 
and Nirvana. 8 p.m. 224 S. Washington Square, 
Lansing. hall224.com.

Vertical Vixens - Join Vertical Vixens for a titil-
lating game-show-themed pole event. Test your 
knowledge of the erotic and risqué. Each right 
answer unlocks another level and performance. 
Ages 21+. 7 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Sunday, March 9
“A Case for the Existence of God” - A sweet, 
thoughtful story about fatherhood, family and 
friendship. 2 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. 
Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. Noon-6 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

Family Brunch & Lunch at Lansing Shuffle - 
Featuring free shuffleboard for kids, video game 
tournaments, cornhole, giant Jenga and two-
for-$10 mimosas. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 325 Riverfront 
Drive, Lansing. lansingshuffle.com.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

GLAD Drum Circle - Join the Greater Lansing Area 
Drummers for a fun and energetic afternoon of 
rhythm and drumming. All ages and experience 
levels welcome. 2-4 p.m. Bath Community Cen-
ter, 5959 Park Lake Road, Bath. facebook.com/
GreaterLansingAreaDrummers.

Harmony Sundays - Weekly DJ event featuring 

Aura the Brave and special guests. 9 p.m. Mac’s 
Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-484-
6795. instagram.com/macsbarmsu.

Ingham Festival Chorale Rehearsal - The chorale 
invites you to sing. Membership fee is $60 and 
includes all music. No audition necessary. 2-3:30 
p.m. University United Methodist Church, 1120 
S. Harrison Road, East Lansing. facebook.com/
inghamfestivalchoralemi.

Jugglers and Would-Be Jugglers - Jugglers meet 
at the Orchard Street Pump House 2 p.m. Sun-
days. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. mikemar-
hanka@gmail.com.

Lansing Roller Derby Adult Boot Camp - Four-
month roller derby training course focused on 
developing skaters to their full potential, regard-
less of prior skill or experience. 2-4 p.m. Court 
One Training Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 
lansingrollerderby.com.

Michigan Horse Expo and Trade Show - 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. MSU Pavilion, 4301 Farm Lane, East Lansing. 
mihorseexpo.com.

MSU Men’s Basketball vs. University of Michigan 
- Noon. Breslin Center, 534 Birch Road, East Lan-
sing. msuspartans.com/sports/mens-basketball.

Organ Recital - Members of the American Guild 
of Organists’ Lansing chapter will give a recital. 
Donations will benefit our organ scholarship 
fund. 3 p.m. Our Savior Lutheran Church, 7910 
St. Joseph Hwy., Lansing. lansingago.org.

Quaker Meeting for Worship - Rich communal 
silence that invites thinking deeply, developing 
spiritually, loving fully, speaking our truths. 10:30 
a.m. Red Cedar Friends Meeting House, 1400 
Turner St., Lansing. redcedarfriends.org.

Summerlands Sunday Brunch - Noon-4 p.m. 
Summerlands Brewing Co., 1957 Cedar St., Holt. 
facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Time to Paddy - Join us for the annual Time to 
Paddy 5K, 10K and half marathon! This St. Pat-
rick’s Day-themed run is perfect for the whole 
family. 8 a.m. Burchard Park, 212 E. Grand River 
Ave., Lansing. runsignup.com/Race/MI/Lansing/
TimetoPaddy5k10kLucky131Lansing.

Women, Faith & Leadership Conference - You’ll 

Bowling for Babies
3-6 p.m. Saturday, March 8

Pins & Pints
2120 E. Saginaw Hwy., East Lansing

Hannah’s House, a local Christian nonprofit that aims to help homeless, pregnant 
women get back on their feet by providing shelter, food, clothing, and parenting and 
job skills classes, will host its annual bowl-a-thon fundraiser 3 to 6 p.m. Saturday at 
Pins & Pints in East Lansing. Participants can enjoy complimentary pizza and soda 
while they bowl. Tickets are $25 per person or $90 for teams of four to six. Children 
under 5 bowl free but must be registered. Shoes will be provided. For more informa-
tion or to register, visit hannahshouselansing.org/bowling-for-babies-2025.

Events
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walk away from this conference with a new bold-
ness and a determination to be exactly who God 
has called you to be! 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Rivers of Life 
Church, 2495 Cedar St., Holt. riversoflifelansing.
churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2140030.

Monday, March 10
Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing. cmialanon.
org.

Bingo Night at Summerlands Brewing Co. - Free 
to play, with fun prizes every game! 8-9:30 p.m. 
1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/summer-
landsbrewing.

Broadway Jazz Dance for Teens & Adults - 
15-week class, meets biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

Fiber Circle - Knitters, crocheters and stitchers 
of all ages and skill levels welcome. Although for-
mal instruction isn’t provided, attendees assist 
each other with techniques and skills. 6 p.m. 226 
S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at the Meridian Mall 
food court through April. 9-10 a.m. 1982 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Friends of Historic Meridian Culver’s Fundrais-
er - A portion of sales from drive-thru, dine-in, 
carryout and online orders will go to the Friends 
of Historic Meridian for programming at the Me-
ridian Historical Village. No flyer or code needed. 
5-9 p.m. Culver’s, 5140 Times Square Drive, 
Okemos. meridianhistoricalvillage.org.

Improv Acting for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, 
meets biweekly. 8:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

In Person Pop-up Unemployment Office - Please 
visit the library or call us at 517-543-8859 to 
schedule an appointment. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Char-
lotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., 
Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Jazz/Ballet II for Kids - 15-week class. Ages 
9-13. 4 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhala-
center.com.

Lansing’s Talent Search - We’re hosting auditions 
for a talent show at the Venue by Eleven 11 Events 
(5660 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing). All talents 
welcome, solo or group acts. Participants must 
be in grades 3-8. Grand prizes include $100-$250 
and a private party at the Venue! email info@
eleven11eventsgroup.com to schedule an audition 
from March 10-16. 

Parkinson’s Exercise: Yoga - Free exercise class 
for people with Parkinson’s and their caregivers. 
1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., 
East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.
org. 

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble for All Ages - 15-
week class, meets biweekly. 5:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Women’s AA Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. lansingdis-
trict6.org.

Tuesday, March 11
“A Course in Miracles” Discussion Group, with 
Lisa Schmidt - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. 
Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting 101 for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, 
meets biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 

Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - 
15-week class, meets biweekly. 8 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 9 a.m. Alano Club South, 3500 
S. Cedar St., Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 7 p.m. St. Jude Church, 801 N. 
Bridge St., DeWitt. cmialanon.org.

Beginning West Coast Swing Group Dance Class 
- 7 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. 
uofmhealthsparrow.org/our-hospitals-services/
michigan-athletic-club.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

Compulsive Eaters Anonymous-HOW Meeting - 
Free meeting that offers support, understanding, 
communication, relief, power and health. Meets 
in person and virtually. 5:30 p.m. St. Jude Cath-
olic Church, 801 N. Bridge St., DeWitt. For Zoom 
info, call 989-620-0448 or go to ceahow.org/en/
find-a-meeting.

“The Ghosts of Hamlet” - Le Concert de l’Hostel 
Dieu, known for riveting performances of French 
baroque music, presents a semi-staged evening 
of arias based on long-lost scores by George 
Frideric Handel and his contemporaries. 7:30 
p.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, East 
Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Intermediate Ballet for Teens & Adults - 15-week 
class, meets biweekly. 11 a.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Level I Dance for Kids - 15-week class. Ages 5-8. 4 
p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.
com.

“Life of Pi” - Based on the novel that became a 
worldwide phenomenon, “Life of Pi” is an epic 
story of perseverance and hope that speaks to 
every generation. 7:30 p.m. Wharton Center, 750 
E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. whartoncenter.com.

On the Same Page Book Club - Each participant 
reads the same book beforehand and comes 
to the meeting ready to chat, eat snacks and 
have book-related fun. Grades 7-12. Registration 
req. 6 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. 
Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Balance, Conditioning and 
Strength - Free exercise class for people with 
Parkinson’s and their caregivers. 1 p.m. Michigan 
Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To 
register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Parkinson’s Support Group: Informal Discussions 
- Small discussion groups. People with Parkin-
son’s meet in a separate room from caregivers 
for confidential conversations. 1 p.m. Congre-
gation Shaarey Zedek, 1924 Coolidge Road, East 
Lansing. lapsg.org.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle - 7:30-9 p.m. 325 River-
front Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansingshuffle.
com.

Wednesday, March 12
“A Course of Love” Zoom Discussion Group, with 
Lucille Olson and Bill Dietrich - Group reads a 
section of the book each week and discusses 
the insightful ideas. 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. 
Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting & Glee Music Class for Kids - 15-week 
class. Ages 5-12. 4:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

See Events, Page 21



City Pulse • March 5, 2025	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 21

Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

ARTIST TALK: Michaela Nichelle - Join artist 
Michaela Nichelle for a talk on the transformative 
power of food and community, as well as how 
their art, on view in “Farmland,” celebrates the 
Black women in their life. 6 p.m. Broad Art Muse-
um, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. broadmu-
seum.msu.edu.

Beginning Tap Dance for Teens & Adults - 7:45 
p.m. The Studio Performing Arts Center, 5015 
Park Lake Road, East Lansing. 517-336-4088. 
dancesingact.com.

Beginning Ballet for Adults - 6:45 p.m. The Studio 
Performing Arts Center, 5015 Park Lake Road, 
East Lansing. 517-336-4088. dancesingact.com.

Broadway Jazz Dance for Teens & Adults - 
15-week class, meets biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with 
a visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see 
unique and interesting artwork by members of 
the Lansing Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

Euchre Madness - The Allen Farmers Market 
will offer weekly euchre tournaments in March. 
There will be a refresher on the rules from 3-4 
p.m., after which games will start. Market runs 
3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 
allenneighborhoodcenter.org/market.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at the Meridian Mall 
food court through April. 9-10 a.m. 1982 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Improv Acting for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, 
meets biweekly. 8:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Karaoke at Lansing Shuffle, hosted by Starlight 
Entertainment - 7-11 p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, 
Lansing. lansingshuffle.com.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - Whether 
you’re experienced or just starting out, the 
stage is open to all. Not a performer? Enjoy 
dinner, drinks and live music. No cover, all ages 
welcome. 6 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

“Life of Pi” - Based on the novel that became a 
worldwide phenomenon, “Life of Pi” is an epic 
story of perseverance and hope that speaks to 
every generation. 7:30 p.m. Wharton Center, 
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. whartoncenter.
com.

SpARTan Career Day - The MSU Department of 
Art, Art History, and Design joins forces with 
the Broad for a unique experience designed 
for high school art students. The day includes 
a gallery experience; a tour of the Department 
of Art, Art History, and Design; and more. 9 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Tap II for Teens & Adults - 15-week class. 6 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.
com.

Weaving the Web: Free Will - Join us online or in 
person every Wednesday for discussions, rituals, 
meditations and more! 6 p.m. Weavers of the 
Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.
org.

Thursday, March 13
“A Case for the Existence of God” - A sweet, 
thoughtful story about fatherhood, family and 
friendship. 2 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. Put-
nam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Acting 101 for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, meets 
biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 
1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhal-
acenter.com.

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - 15-week 
class, meets biweekly. 8 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow Urgent 
Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Charlotte Community Library Birthday Book Club: 
“To Kill a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee - 6 p.m. 226 
S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. charlotteli-
brary.org.

Check Out the Art! - Beat the winter blues with a 
visit to Okemos Library’s Event Room to see unique 
and interesting artwork by members of the Lansing 

Women Artists Collective. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 4321 Oke-
mos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
okemos.

Chipmunk Story Time - Story time comes alive as 
children interact with puppets Chicory Chipmunk 
and his animal friends. Stories followed by nature 
activities and a guided walk. 10 a.m. Harris Nature 
Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. meridian.
mi.us/hnc.

College Night at Lansing Shuffle - Free shuffleboard 
with student ID, half off well drinks, $5 pitchers. 7-11 
p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. lansingshuffle.
com.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or any 
other portable craft project and immerse yourself 
in an evening of creativity, conversation and com-
munity. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., 
Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Dobie Road Healthcare Job Fair - Dobie Road is 
recruiting licensed nurses and certified nursing 
assistants for its soon-to-open Dobie Ridge Gold 
neighborhood. Meet our team, see the community 
and learn what makes Dobie Road a great place 
to work! 9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 3860 Dobie Road, 
Okemos. dobieroad.org/career.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 

a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

“The Heart Within”- Celebrate the loveliness 
(and complexities) of love as the Waverly Middle 
School Drama Club stages plays, mime scenes 
and monologues about love and friendship. 7 p.m. 
Waverly Middle School, 620 Snow Road, Lansing. 
mljackson@waverlyk12.net.

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other adult 
women for fun, exercise, friendship and skating 
practice. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Ice Cube, 2810 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilverblades.org.

“Life of Pi” - Based on the novel that became a 
worldwide phenomenon, “Life of Pi” is an epic story 
of perseverance and hope that speaks to every 
generation. 1:30 and 7:30 p.m. Wharton Center, 750 
E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. whartoncenter.com.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Rock-Steady Boxing - Free 
exercise class for people with Parkinson’s and their 
caregivers. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-
8800. lapsg.org. 

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble for All Ages - 15-
week class, meets biweekly. 5:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

MSUFCU Member Exclusive:
Get Your Financial 
Wellness Checkup Today!

Take control of your finances and set yourself up for success with a free financial 
wellness checkup at MSUFCU. We’ll help you reflect on your progress, adjust your 
goals, and create a clear plan for the year ahead.

5 Easy Steps to Better Your Finances

Schedule your checkup today!
msufcu.org/checkup  |  517-333-2424

• Evaluate Your Budget

• Check Your Emergency Fund

• Review Debt Management Strategies

• Reassess Your Savings Goals

• Inspect Your Credit Report

Events
from page 20
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By COURTNEY BOWERMAN

“Peanuts” pup Snoopy once said that 
happiness is a warm cookie. As a fellow 
chocolate chip cookie lover, I whole-
heartedly agree. And anyone who stops 
by the cookie-focused bakery Dunk’d 
will find more happiness than they can 
handle.

Dunk’d opened in October on the 
ground level of the University Edge 
apartment complex in the Red Cedar 

Development, across from 
the Frandor Shopping Cen-
ter. Like the Crumbl fran-
chise, the menu changes ev-
ery week. In addition to the 
always-available chocolate 
chip, it serves four out of a to-
tal of 150 different cookie fla-
vors. As if that isn’t enough, 
there’s also a giant cookie 
known as the Mega Cookie, 
which also varies from week 
to week.

But that’s not all. If you ha-
ven’t already guessed by the 
bakery’s name, these cookies 
are made to be dunked, and 
not just in milk. Customers 
can choose from a selection 
of not only beverages but 
also five different sauces to 
enhance their eating experi-
ence. They include hot fudge, 
hot caramel, peanut butter, 
Nutella and marshmallow. 
For those craving something extra, the 
menu also has specialties like the Cook-
ie Jar, crumbled cookies layered in a 

parfait with vanil-
la cream and your 
choice of sauce, 
or cookie nachos, 
thin, crispy cook-
ies topped with 
hot fudge, car-
amel, brownie 
pieces and sprin-
kles.

My family and 
I stopped by 
Dunk’d not long 
after it opened. 
We already knew 
we were getting 
the chocolate chip 
cookies. What we 
weren’t prepared 
for was how big 
the cookies were. 
Served warm and 
fresh, as only the 
very best pastries 
are, they were 

puffy yet crispy, with the chocolate 
still melting inside. I don’t discrimi-
nate when it comes to chocolate chip 

cookies. They could be warm or cold, 
big or small, and I’d still love them. 
That being said, Dunk’d’s version defi-
nitely makes my top 10 list.

That week, the Mega Cookie on 
the menu was s’mores, so I obviously 
had to try that, too. If you think the 
regular cookies are big enough, the 
Mega Cookie is huge. I’m not exag-
gerating: The s’mores cookie weighed 
nearly a whole pound and was stuffed 
with graham crackers, chocolate and 
marshmallow pieces, then drizzled 
with more chocolate and marshmal-

See Dish, Page 23
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

TOP 5 DELIS
Based on your votes in City Pulse’s 

2024 Top of the Town contest. Bon 
appétit!

1. Barnhill’s Westside Deli
Relaxed spot serving pan pizzas, 
sandwiches, breadsticks and wings, 
plus beer and wine
204 N. Cedar St., Mason
(517) 676-9191
barnhillswestsidedeli.com
8 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Thursday, Saturday
8 a.m.-11 p.m. Friday
10 a.m.-10 p.m. Sunday

2. MEAT on the WEST Side
Butcher shop off ering a variety of 
high-quality meats and cheeses
315 S. Bridge St., Grand Ledge

(517) 731-6121
meatonthewestside.com
10 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Saturday
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday
3. Sidestreets Deli & Bakery
New York-style deli and bakery with 
fresh-made bread, bagels, desserts 
and more
116 S. Cochran Ave., Charlotte
(517) 543-7243
sidestreetsdeli.com
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Saturday
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday

4. Stateside Deli
Breakfast and lunch spot specializing in deli 
classics like corned beef and pastrami 
sandwiches
3552 Meridian Crossing Drive, Okemos
(517) 853-1100
statesidedeli.com
8 a.m.-4 p.m. daily

5. The Vault Deli
Deli set in an old bank vault serving 
sandwiches, soups, salads and craft beer
368 S. Jeff erson St., Mason
(517) 224-4764
thevaultdeli.com
11 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Saturday
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Chocolate chip cookie
$4

Mega Cookie
$14

Dunk’d
3214 E. Michigan Ave., 

Lansing
11:30 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Wednesday-Sunday
(517) 798-6282

dunkdcookies.square.site

Cookies so good you’ll forget to dunk them

325 City Market Dr
Inside Lansing Shuffle

Open Tue-Sun 11-10pm

Website:Order:

Stuffed Naan! Butter Chicken! chat pati salad!

Dumplings! momos! Curry!

Lunch, Dinner

and Catering! 

Insta:

yetikitchenlansing.com

your favorite himalayan snack shop

lansing's best

nepalese food!
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low. While that sounds like a lot — and 
it was — it was every bit as delicious as 
the chocolate chip cookies.

We were so preoccupied with our 
cookie selection that we forgot to buy 

any dunking sauces. If the cookies are 
already fantastic enough on their own, 
dipping them in hot fudge or marsh-
mallow would undoubtedly send me 
into a massive sugar high. I’ll be mak-
ing another trip to Dunk’d as soon as 
I can, and I highly recommend every-
one else to do the same. 

Dish
from page 22

See Flash, Page 23

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 17

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 17

In addition to the always-available chocolate chip, Dunk’d serves four cookies each 
week from a rotating selection of 150 flavors.

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, March 10, 2025 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers, 10th Floor Lansing City 
Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI for the purpose of considering:

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend Chapter 404 of the 
Lansing Codified Ordinances to add Section 404.15 to prohibit unregistered 
vehicles from parking on any public roadway, including but not limited to any alley, 
street, or highway.

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings 
should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 24 hour notice 
may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to grant all reasonable 
accommodation requests.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the 
Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#25-068

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: ZONING AMENDMENT #25002    

SEC. 86-755 – SCHEDULE OF REQUIREMENTS FOR PARKING SPACE
MONDAY, MARCH 24, 2025

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Zoning Amendment #25002 – Sec. 86-755 
Schedule of Requirements for Parking Space

Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Monday, March 24, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian Municipal 
Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 to hear all persons 
interested in a proposed zoning amendment. The Meridian Township Planning Commission 
has proposed to amend Section #86-755 of the Zoning Ordinance to update the Schedule 
of Requirements for Parking Space language to reduce impervious surfaces in future 
developments, modernize the language for land uses, and simplify some of the parking 
calculations.

A complete copy of the amendment may be viewed at the Community Planning and Devel-
opment office, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198 (phone 517-853-4560), 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Written comments 
may be sent prior to the public hearing to the Planning Commission, Charter Township of 
Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to shorkey@meridi-
an.mi.us.

Angela Demas
Township Clerk CP#25-071

Advertisements for nonalcoholic 
beer may never be as prevalent as 
commercials for its alcoholic coun-
terpart, but the growing visibility 
of such promotions likely comes as 
no surprise to industry analysts fa-
miliar with the growing popularity 
of alcohol-free beer. According to 
the Beer Institute, the market for 
nonalcoholic beer tripled in size in 
the half decade preceding 2025. In-
deed, an economist at the Beer In-

stitute indicates that nonalcoholic 
beer is the fastest-growing segment 
in the beer industry. In addition, 
a recent report from the Brewers 
Association indicated a 30% year-
over-year increase in nonalcoholic 
beer sales in 2024, and industry 
experts estimate the market size 
for nonalcoholic beer will increase 
from $20 billion in 2023 to $40 
billion in 2033. 

 - METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Did you know?
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I’m an American. I’m a citizen of this country for 
no other reason than geography of birth. I’m not 
beholden to the politics within the borders of this 
country but to humanity. There are many reasons 
to be thankful for being born here, and it is for 
those reasons that I am critical of this country 
because I expect our leaders to exemplify the 
best things about our home and not to ignore, or 
worse, to embody the worst aspects of humanity. 

Day by day, it seems to me that those within this 
new administration have become so drunk on 
power that they have abandoned any regard for 
democracy and diplomacy, not to mention laws, 
courts, and even contractual commitments. The 
days of intellectual bargaining have been 
replaced with bush league talent that portrays 
itself as a powerhouse and by a philosophy that 
muscle is the only necessity in negotiating, 
regardless of the desired outcome, because 
they’ll dismiss any sign of losing as weakness and 
claim victory anyway. 

I subscribe to decency and truth. I have watched 
too many hypocritical �gureheads, who initially 
saw Krasnov as the cheat he is, change their 
opinions. From Marco Rubio and Ted Cruz to 
Lindsay Graham or any number of politicians that 
now kowtow to him out of fear that he’ll replace 
them and likely be retaliated against by the 
MAGA faithful, who have shown they can be 
violent and should be feared. These people are 
not about decency, and they wouldn’t know the 
truth if it hit them in the head.

Certainly, as a human being, I’m prone to lash out, 
judge, and make mistakes, and I’m trying not to. I 
am �nding it more and more di�cult to show 
grace. Every day, I think it can’t get any worse, and 
every day, I’m proven wrong. 

I feel like I need to lower the bar of expectations; 
that may be the only way not to be disappointed. 
Last week’s debacle had me in a rage, and I still 
haven’t come to terms with it. How anyone can 
justify that and not see the failure in diplomacy is 
beyond me. These people are the machinery of 
capitalism. Peace is not their goal; it’s nothing 
more than a business deal for pro�t, and Mr. Art of 

the Deal couldn’t stand that someone wouldn’t 
grovel to him. 

The fact that a draft dodger could sit there and 
lecture Zelenskyy is satirical in real-time. Krasnov 
is the child who no one ever reprimanded for 
backtalking. My morbid side wished he’d gotten 
punched in the mouth. 

What I see in the coming days is more of the 
same. Defending the indefensible. I wonder how 
long Trump’s people are willing to cling to the 
thought that he’s doing it for them. Obviously, the 
ties to white supremacy don’t matter to them. 
The ties to far-right Nazis aren’t a dealbreaker. 
They’re on board with bulldozing the homes of 
millions of Palestinians. These are all things that 
rational people should be against, so I won’t hold 
my breath. If the prices of goods don’t fall in six 
months or 12 months, do they give him a year or 
two years? Do they concede that their hate is 
worth all the costs and stubbornly drown in it? 
Are the meme coins, the crypto digital, whatever 
will keep them paci�ed while they watch his 
pockets swell? 

Honestly, the uncertainty is the worst part. I’m 
just hanging onto what I’m lucky enough to have: 
my family, a wife whom I can come home to and 
hold, my children whom I can o�er support when 
they need it, and my community of like-minded 
people who remind me that there is always 
something worth �ghting for. We are stronger 
together. Thank you all for your support. 

Keep the TV commercial ideas coming and send 
them to  Lansingallstar@gmail.com.
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