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Sponsored Content

Three months ago, the Lansing City Pulse published an article that I wrote, titled: 
“It Can’t Happen Here”. The article compared the rise of Hitler and Fascism in 
Germany in the 1930’s with the threats to democracy in America today. 
What has happened in America since Trump became president on January 20, 
2025? 
It is undeniable that Trump and his subordinates are intent on ending democracy 
as we know it. Attacks on all guardrails that limit the power of the presidency 
occur daily. The Constitution is being ignored and undermined when it interferes 
with Trump’s attempts to take control of government, the media, and the 
military. Congress and the Supreme Court, which the Constitution intended to 
check and restrain the presidency, have abdicated their responsibilities.
As happened in Russia and Hungary, the richest 1% in America are amassing 
enormous political and economic power as the middle and lower classes 
become poorer. Trump’s 2025 budget bill gave the oligarchs even more wealth 
while cutting Medicaid and food stamps for the poorest among us.
What else?

• Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE): Trump’s 2025 budget 
bill adds more than $75 billion to massively expand ICE. The number of 
agents will triple to 30,000, giving Trump a police force, loyal only to him. 
The number of detention facilities will increase dramatically. ICE is 
gathering enormous amounts of data on people after being allowed by 
the Supreme Court to access this information from the IRS and Medicaid 
databases. ICE agents are kidnapping immigrants o� the streets and 
putting them in undisclosed detention centers, many without due 
process. 
• Congress: Michael Schi�er, writing in Just Security, said it best: 
“Congress has revealed itself less as a coequal branch of government and 
more as an accomplice in the marginalization of its own constitutional 
role in foreign and national security.” 
Congress is abdicating its exclusive constitutional authority to control 
government spending by allowing Trump to rescind previously 
approved budget items and letting him block congressionally approved 
funds from being distributed.                                                    
• Supreme Court:  The six conservative members of the Supreme Court 
seem to have given up on making decisions based on the Constitution. 
They gave Trump almost total immunity from criminal prosecution. They 
handed him unprecedented power. Many of the Supreme Court 
decisions are released to the public without written justi�cation. Lower 
federal courts have courageously challenged Trump’s illegal and 
unconstitutional orders, only to have the Supreme Court void those 
court orders. In 15 cases where the Trump administration has �led an 
emergency application to overturn a lower court order, the Supreme 
Court (in 6-3 decisions) has sided with Trump 100% of the time. 
• Media: Major media companies are capitulating to Trump. They are 
paying ransom when Trump �les lawsuits against them. Trump brags 
about forcing media companies to provide free publicity for him and/or 
give him millions of dollars toward his future presidential library. Trump 
is dismantling the Voice of America which has served as a beacon for 
truth in third world counties for decades. China and Russia are delighted. 
Trump ended federal funding for National Public Radio and Public 
Broadcasting because, he says, they have a “left-wing bias”. Newspapers 
and media outlets are self-censoring because of the fear of retaliation. 
• Universities: Trump is withholding millions of dollars in federal grants 
from universities until they accede to his demands. Columbia University 
agreed to pay a $200 million �ne and to deny access to Columbia for 
students who protested the Israeli campaign in Gaza. 
• Military: Trump appointees, who have no military experience, are 
leading the Department of Defense. Their loyalty is to Trump, not to the 
military or the Constitution. 20% of the generals in the Pentagon have 
been forced out of the military. Trump sent military units into Los 
Angeles over the objections of state and local o�cials.
• Voter Suppression: Judith Levine reported in The Guardian: “The 
Justice Department is pressuring state o�cials to turn over their voting 
rolls and give it illegal access to voting machines. The Republican 
National Committee is training volunteers to ‘ensure election integrity’ 
AKA harassing voters and poll workers. It is trying to banish opposition 
press. ..." Trump is pressuring Texas o�cials to gerrymander voting 
districts in Texas to add �ve Republican Representatives in Congress. 
• Corruption: Trump has �aunted the Emoluments Clause of the 
Constitution. This clause restricts gifts and bene�ts from foreign 
governments to presidents without the consent of Congress. Trump is 
using threats of tari�s against countries to negotiate contracts which 
bene�t Trump and his family. Qatar gave Trump a $400 million  jumbo jet. 
Vietnam approved a $1.5 billion golf resort for the Trump family.

O�ces within executive departments that provide oversight and 
investigation were gutted. The Supreme Court allowed Trump to �re the 
three Democratic members of the Consumer Products Safety 
Commission. Criminal investigations that began during the Biden 
administration were stopped. Trump pardoned several of his supporters 
who were in prison. Trump pardoned all January 6th convicted 
insurrectionists. 
• The Weaponization of Executive Departments: Trump is using 
departments of the executive branch of government to achieve personal 
dominance. Under Trump, the director of National Intelligence and the 
departments of Security, Defense, and Justice are investigating Trump’s 
perceived enemies. The Department of Justice has e�ectively become 
Trump’s personal law �rm. Investigations have now started against 
former Obama o�cials who investigated the Russian meddling in the 
2016 election. The Department of Justice said it was going to investigate 
former President Obama to consider charges of treason against him. 
Attorneys within the DOJ who investigated the Trump administration 
during his term were �red. Former FBI director James Comey's daughter, 
who successfully prosecuted people involved in the Epstein scandal, was 
�red without cause.
• A Climate of Fear: Fear, cruelty, and threats are embedded in all of 
Trump’s actions. Any Republican member of Congress who challenges 
Trump will face a barrage of threats; not only to themselves but also to 
family members. Judges who rule against Trump’s Executive Orders are 
immediate targets of threats and abuse. ICE kidnappings, illegal 
deportations, and targeted raids on places where immigrants 
congregate are intentionally cruel. Trump does nothing to dissuade 
these threats.

Is there still time to stop this?   
I don’t know. Make no mistake, Trump can win. As all tyrants do, Trump wants us 
to believe that resistance is futile.
If you believe that Trump’s threat to democracy is real, you need to get o� the 
sidelines. Get involved. Show up. Robert Reich said, “Courage is contagious."
As David Pressman, the former ambassador to Hungary, said: “We cannot claim 
to care about democracy only when it costs nothing.”
Fortunately, there is good news.
The institutions that provide checks and balances against tyrants are bending 
but have not broken. None of the attacks have as yet caused permanent damage 
to those institutions.
Courageous media organizations — vox.com, slate.com, salon.com, Alternet, The 
Guardian, Just Security, ProPublica, The New York Times — and many more — are 
sounding the alarm every day.
City Pulse deserves credit for including anti-Trump articles by Larry Kircho� and 
me in his newspaper. 
Legal organizations, including the ACLU and Public Citizen, are tirelessly �ling 
lawsuits against the illegal, corrupt, and unconstitutional actions of the Trump 
administration. Principled lower court judges continue to block Trump’s e�orts 
despite the Supreme Court e�orts to sabotage those court rulings.
Courageous politicians, writers, and columnists — too many to mention — are 
fearlessly reporting on the illegality and corruption within the Trump 
administration.
Ian Millhiser, Mark Joseph Stern, Dahlia Lithwick and others are un�inching in 
their honest reporting of the Supreme Court. 
Ironically, Trump may his own worst enemy. Narcissists like Trump believe they 
know everything. Time and time again, Trump has proven to be arrogant and 
impulsive. He lies frequently. He seems incapable of strategic thinking. His 
relationships are transactional, based only on whether the relationship gives him 
or denies him what he wants. He builds no trust with people.
Trump, despite his constant boasting, has failed many times. Trump’s chaotic 
tari�s are ruining families and businesses that support him. Mass deportations 
are causing farms and the hospitality industry to have critical labor shortages. His 
recently passed budget bill, with cuts to Medicaid and food stamps, will be 
devastating to rural communities and Republican-voting states when those cuts 
take full e�ect after the 2026 midterm elections.
Whether Trump supporters will realize what is happening and turn away from 
him remains to be seen.

Bob Parks        
 

East Lansing, MI 48823     
bobkaren1943@comcast.net

It Can’t Happen Here: Revisited
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Meridian Charter Township
Notice of Special Election August 5, 2025

To the qualified electors of Meridian Township, please take notice that a Special Election 
will be held in Meridian Township, Ingham County, Michigan, on Tuesday, August 5, 
2025. 

For the purpose of voting on the following proposals:
•	Community and Senior Center Operating Millage
•	Community and Senior Center Project Bond

Polls at said election will be open at 7:00 am and will remain open until 8:00 pm. 

Photo Identification OR Affidavit Required to Vote:
Under Michigan law upheld by the Michigan Supreme Court, ALL voters will be asked to 
show photo identification to vote at the polls. Voters without identification will be required 
to fill out and sign an affidavit in order to receive a ballot.

LIST OF POLLING LOCATIONS:

Pct.  1 
St. Luke Lutheran Church, 

5589 Van Atta Rd, Haslett, MI 48840
Pct. 12 

Meridian Municipal Build-
ing, 

5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos, 
MI 48864

Pct.  2 
St. Luke Lutheran Church, 

5589 Van Atta Rd, Haslett, MI 48840
Pct. 13 

Okemos Library, 

4321 Okemos Rd., Oke-
mos, MI 48864

Pct.  3 
Haslett Middle School, 

1535 Franklin St., Haslett, MI 48840
Pct. 14 

Ingham County Rehab 
Facility, 

3860 Dobie Rd., Okemos, 
MI 48864

Pct.  4 Central Fire Station #91, 5000 Okemos 
Road, Okemos, MI 48864 Pct. 15 

2|42 Community Church

2600 Bennett Rd, Oke-
mos, MI 48864

Pct.  5 
Haslett Community Church

1427 Haslett Rd., Haslett, MI. 48840
Pct. 16 

2|42 Community Church

2600 Bennett Rd, Oke-
mos, MI 48864

Pct.  6 Red Cedar Church, 550 W. Grand River, 
Okemos, MI. 38864 Pct. 17 

2|42 Community Church

2600 Bennett Rd, Oke-
mos, MI 48864

Pct.  7 
Faith Lutheran, 

4515 Dobie Rd., Okemos, MI 48864
Pct. 18 

StoryPoint East Lansing, 
5968 Park Lake Rd, East 
Lansing, MI 48823

Pct.  8 
Faith Lutheran Church, 

4515 Dobie Rd., Okemos, MI 48864
Pct. 19 

StoryPoint East Lansing, 
5968 Park Lake Rd East 
Lansing, MI 48823

Pct.  9 
Faith Lutheran Church, 

4515 Dobie Rd., Okemos, MI 48864
Pct. 20

Okemos Community 
Church, 

4734 Okemos Rd., Oke-
mos, MI. 48864

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: NOTICE OF ELECTION

DATE: Tuesday, August 5, 2025
Pct. 10 

Meridian Municipal Building

5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos, MI 48864
Pct. 21 

Okemos Community 
Church, 

4734 Okemos Rd., Oke-
mos, MI 48864

Pct. 11 
2|42 Community Church

2600 Bennett Rd, Okemos, MI 48864
Pct. 22 

Ingham County Rehab 
Facility, 

3860 Dobie Rd., Okemos, 
MI 48864

All polling places are accessible and have voting instructions that are available in alter-
native formats of audio and braille.

Beginning Tuesday, July 22nd, anyone who qualifies as an elector must register to 
vote in person with proof of residency (MCL 168.492) at the following locations 
and times:

Meridian Township Clerk    Regular Business Hours:  
Municipal Building    Monday-Friday from 8 am-5 pm
5151 Marsh Road      
Okemos, MI 48864   

 
In addition to regular business hours, the Meridian Township Clerk’s Office will be open 
the following weekend hours: 

o Saturday August 2, 2025, from 9:00 am-4:00 pm.  
o Sunday, August 3, 2025, from 9:00 am-4:00 pm.  

To register to vote, check your voter registration information, find your polling lo-
cation, or view your sample ballot check the Secretary of State Voter Information 
website at www.mi.gov/vote

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS:

Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot. No reason required.
The Meridian Township Clerk’s Office must have a signed application to issue an Absent 
Voter Ballot. You may apply online at www.mi.gov/vote or at the Meridian Township 
Clerk’s Office.
Monday, August 4, 2025, 4:00 pm is the deadline to apply for an absentee voter ballot 
except for those who register to vote on Election Day. Ballots issued on Monday, August 
4, 2025, must be requested in person at the Meridian Township Clerk’s Office.
Those registering to vote on Election Day, August 5, 2025, are eligible to receive an 
absent voter ballot at the Meridian Township Clerk’s Office. 

EARLY VOTING CENTER  
All qualified electors in Meridian Township are able to vote early beginning Friday, Au-
gust 1, 2025, ending Sunday, August 3, 2025. The Early Voting Center will be open from 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm and is located at:

Meridian Township Town Hall Room Municipal Building
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864

Angela Demas
Township Clerk

CP#25-246

CITY OF EAST LANSING SUMMARY
OF ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1543

On July 15, 2025 the East Lansing City Council adopted an Ordinance of the City of East 
Lansing, Michigan, minor amendments to the Zoning Ordinance (Chapter 50 of the City’s 
Code of Ordinances) and Sign Code (Chapter 32) which are meant to be corrections and 
clarifications, and not policy changes.
.
Effective date: Pursuant to Charter Section 6.3,Upon publication

Notice:  The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City  Clerk’s
  Office, 1st Floor, City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan
 
Amy Gordon 
East Lansing City Clerk 

CP#25-247

NEED TO RUN PUBLIC 
OR LEGAL NOTICES?

CITY PULSE
OFFERS: THE BEST RATES

SERVICE

CITY PULSE MEETS ALL STATE REQUIREMENTS
For more information on public notices, call or email Berl Schwartz at 

(517) 999-5061 or publisher@lansingcitypulse.com

For more information on legal notices, call or email Steve Underwood at  
(517) 999-6704 or steve@lansingcitypulse.com
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Old Town set to lose another piece of history

City Pulse • February 23, 2022 www.lansingcitypulse.com 5

PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

“Such a shame to see it go,” said Rick 
Preuss, gazing up at the dilapidated 
building that bears his family name. 
“Such a shame.”

Constructed in 1875, the building, at 
308 E. César Chavez Ave. in the heart 
of Old Town, was extensively remod-
eled in 1924 by German immigrant 
Frank Preuss, Rick’s great-grandfather. 
For years, it housed the Star Market, a 
meat and sausage market founded by 
Frank.

“Those front windows, back in the day, 
were originally used for the display of 
meats, and the bottom surface was glazed 
tile that they would put ice on,” said Rod-
ney Preuss, 79, Frank’s grandson.

Now, one of those windows has been 
painted over, and the other only par-
tially boarded. Below the stained-glass 
star that once characterized the market 
are notices declaring the property un-
safe and ordering its owners to either 
fix or demolish it. Like many historic 
buildings in Lansing, such as the Glais-
ter House at 402 South Walnut St., 
years of neglect have left the property 
derelict.

The building appears in the Ingham 
County Land Bank’s August auction. 
The land bank acquired it in a tax 
foreclosure against Cesar Place LLC, 
whose records list Adam Brewer as the 
resident agent. Brewer could not be 
reached for comment.

New owners would have to “immedi-
ately” submit construction documents 
and quickly begin working to make it 
safe to avoid demolition, mayoral ad-
viser Scott Bean said Tuesday. Other-
wise, they have to demolish it quickly, 
or the city will do so and bill them the 
costs.

Rick Preuss never owned the build-
ing, but he did make a last-ditch effort 
to save it at the Feb. 24 City Council 
meeting, where he called it one of the 
few remaining properties left in Old 
Town “that looks the way Old Town 
looks.”

“I mean, we’re the old town. That’s 
our poster child,” he said in an inter-
view last week. “We are the old town of 
Lansing, and that’s one more building 
that we could salvage with financial 

help.”
The building’s most recent owner, 

Adam Brewer, did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

Just across the street from the Pre-

uss Building is the Michigan Historic 
Preservation Network, where former 
director Nancy Finegood worked for 
17 years. She said she has been con-
cerned about the building’s fate for a 

long time.
“It’s a beautiful building, and its 

place on the block is critical,” she said.
The block was singled out in the Na-

tional Register of Historic Places nom-
ination form that led Old Town to be 
designated a historic district in 1976. 
It is described as “characteristic of the 
non-descript American commercial 
style which prevailed during the build-
ing boom that followed World War I.”

But since Old Town is not locally 
designated as a historic district, she 
said, its properties are not protected 
from demolition. That motivated her 
to ask the preservation network’s board 
to help save the building, though the 
board declined to do so.

“Since Old Town is not a local histor-
ic district, anyone could build anything 
there. So, they could have built a house, 
or something modern or ugly,” she said.

Designating a district or property a 
local historic district, such as the Cher-
ry Hill neighborhood has been desig-
nated, is a difficult process involving 
the Historic District Commission and 
the City Council. Most recently, the 
commission requested in 2024 that the 
City Council approve a study commit-
tee on the former Eastern High School 
building, according to Mayor Andy 
Schor. The Council never acted on the 
request, and the building was demol-
ished.

In 2017, Absolute Gallery owner 
Kathy Holcomb also tried to save the 
building.

“I started calling the city in 2017, 
trying to get them to do something,” 
she said. “The upstairs windows, in all 
my time in Old Town, had never been 
boarded up, so they’d just been open. It 
was just sitting there, and I never saw 
anyone in it.”

She mentioned the building’s inclu-
sion in the historic district application, 
saying “we’re going to lose our past” if 
the building is demolished. But nota-
bly, she cited its demolition as charac-
teristic of Lansing’s treatment of his-
toric buildings.

“Historically, Lansing tears anything 

Courtesy Rick Preuss 

Frank Preuss Sr. (left) and his son, Frank Preuss Jr., stand outside the Preuss 
Building, 308 E. César Chavez Ave., which then a meat market, in this photo circa 
1924. The street name then was Franklin and later Grand River Avenue.

Leo V. Kaplan/City Pulse

Rick Preuss, co-owner of Preuss Pets, stands outside the Preuss Building in 2025, 
101 years after his great-grandfather remodeled it. The building is likely to be 
demolished after decades of neglect.

See Preuss, Page 6
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this cool down,” she said. “You go 
to big cities all over the world, even 
small cities, and they preserve the 
past and work within the architec-
ture of buildings from the past. But 
you come to Lansing, and you don’t 
see any cool old buildings.”

While Lansing has had a number 
of successful historic rehabilitations 
— including the complete interior 
remodel of 1221 Turner St. by the 
late John Sears, which Rick Preuss 
called “an impeccable, fantastic job” 
that “proved the point” that historic 
remodels were possible — it has also 
lost many historic buildings to the 
“Make Safe or Demolish” process, by 
which the owner of a dilapidated and 
unsafe property is ordered to either 
bring it up to code or see it destroyed.

In a statement, Mayor Andy Schor 
said the Preuss Building entered the 
process after “complaints from near-
by property owners, residents, the 
Old Town Commercial Association, 
and members of the City Council.” 
He said the property has “significant 
structural decay” and has accumu-

lated drug paraphernalia and trash 
as well.

“Property owners have a duty to 
keep their buildings in a safe condi-
tion,” he said.

Schor said the city’s preference in 
the Make Safe or Demolish process 
is “ALWAYS for property owners to 
make buildings safe, but we need the 
property owner to want to make it 
safe.”

But a property owner’s desires ar-
en’t everything. Rehabilitating his-
toric structures can be expensive, 
especially after years of neglect, and 
more properties are headed for the 
same fate. Are there any plans to en-
courage upkeep — or discourage ne-
glectful ownership?

Apparently not. Schor’s “hope” is 
that “the historic preservation com-
munity create a fund to purchase or 
restore or maintain historic build-
ings that are no longer used.”

“The community needs to make 
sure that the buildings that are no 
longer used do not fall into disre-
pair,” he said. “Otherwise we end 
up waiting many years, the building 
falls into disrepair because the own-
er doesn’t maintain it, and we are 
forced to hope that someone comes 
in with dollars to rehab and reuse 

the building so it isn’t torn down.”
“The city can only do so much us-

ing tax dollars,” he said.
Schor said funding was the main 

roadblock toward policy that better 
protects historic structures. While 
the city can assist owners in obtain-
ing federal and state historic desig-
nations, which can help owners get 
tax credits, even those credits have 

diminished, he said. Both Schor and 
Finegood mentioned a 25% former 
state historic tax credit as having 
been a strong incentive for preser-
vation. The credit was phased out 
by former Gov. Rick Snyder. It was 
reinstated in 2020 in a very limited 
capacity, with a $5 million cap.

Schor said the return of the former 
credit “would make it much easier to 
secure investments and rehabilitate 
historic buildings.”

Rick Preuss said tax credits incen-
tivized him to build his own busi-
ness, Preuss Pets, in Old Town. The 
building it inhabits required drastic 
renovations, for which he received 
tax credits. The building is just a 
block away from his great-grandfa-
ther’s former market.

“I always find it interesting that 
my relatives were in the same neigh-
borhood,” he said. “When I walk over 
Busby Bridge, I always think about 
how they walked over the same 
bridge, and it brings back this weird 
deja vu.”

He said he knew saving it would 
be expensive, but that he wished the 
community could rally behind saving 
one of the oldest remaining buildings 
in a district that values its history.

“How do we collectively look at it 
and say, ‘Hey, this is Old Town’s pre-
cious resource, and how do we keep it 
from being demolished?’” he asked.
— LEO V. KAPLAN

WE’RE LISTENING...

WHAT DO YOU WANT
ON THE

Take a quick survey and you could
win a $50 gift card to Lansing Shuffle.

LANSING
RIVERFRONT?

Eagle Township, Clinton County
Board Meeting Synopsis

July 17, 2025, at 6:00 pm -   Present: Supervisor Stroud, Clerk Briggs-Dudley, Treasurer C. 
Hoppes, Trustee Currie, Trustee M. Hoppes and 9 citizens.  
Board Actions:

1) Approved notice to Zoning Administrator to follow Interim Zoning Ordinance as
written.

2) Approved clarification of enforcement process from McKenna and Foster Swift. 
3) Approved additional funds for 2025 summer newsletter. 
4) Approved treasurer to consult with attorney regarding delinquent personal

property taxes.
5) Approved supervisor to consult with attorney regarding clarification of ag

exemption for zoning.
6) Approved payment of July 2025 bills.
7) Approved Agreement for Recreation Services with the City of Portland.
8) Approved increasing grant funding for township hall work.
9) Approved basement cleanup. 
10) Approved funds for mailing a postcard for Niles Cemetery Open House.
11) Approved letter to be written in response to request for comments regarding the

2nd ITC transmission line.
12) Approved reappointment of planning commission members for 3 year terms.
13) Approved reappointment of cemetery board member. 
14) Approved L-4029 be signed and submitted to Clinton County.
15) Approved Ordinance 04-2025 adopting a code of ordinances.
16) Approved budget amendments for FY 25-26.

A complete copy of the minutes is available by contacting Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Clerk.
Next regular meeting of the Eagle Township Board is August 21, 2025, at 6 pm at Eagle 
Township Hall, 14318 Michigan St, Eagle, MI.   See www.eagletownshipmi.gov for latest 
updates.

Prepared by:    Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Eagle Township Clerk  
Approved by: Troy Stroud, Eagle Township Supervisor

CP#25-249

Preuss
from page 5

Leo V. Kaplan/City Pulse

The  Ingham County Land Bank’s August 
auction includes the building, which is 
just west of Arctic Corner ice cream in 
Old Town.
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Lansing residents may vote early or 
drop off a completed absentee ballot for 
the Aug. 5 primary election at the REO 
Elections Office 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. today 
(July 30) and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday (Aug. 2-3). The City Clerk’s 
Office reported that 15,000 voters have 
not yet returned absentee ballots and said 
they can use any of 13 drop boxes listed at 
lansingvotes.gov until 8 p.m. Election Day. 
For more information, voters can visit www.

LansingVotes.gov or call (517) 483-4131.

The tri-county region’s three 
transit agencies — CATA, EATRAN 
and Clinton Transit — are offering 
systemwide free rides to polling 
sites primary day, Aug. 5. No ID is 
required for a free ride. Free transporta-
tion is also available to Ingham County 
residents who wish to vote early and to 
those in the tri-county area who need access to ballot boxes or to 
register to vote in person through Aug. 5. Voters can visit www.
cata.org/vote, www.eatran.com or www.mybluebus.com for addi-
tional information regarding free rides.

East Lansing residents who were 
Lansing Board of Water & Light cus-
tomers from April 2, 2019, through 
April 30, 2025, have until Sept. 2 to 
file their claim for their share of the 
$7.8 million that the city agreed to 
pay to settle a class-action lawsuit 

over a utility fee that was deemed an illegal tax. Distribution 
of the funds is pending a final settlement that Ingham County 
Circuit Judge Wanda Stokes could approve during an Oct. 10 
hearing. Eligible residents can go to www.eastlansingelectricset-
tlement.com to submit claims with their contact information and 
street address, and get more information. Kickham Hanley, the 
Royal Oak-based law firm hired to administer the claims process, 
will also mail claim information to people who may have paid the 
fee, as well as release it on social media, according to the settle-
ment agreement. 

MSU Extension will lose $10.5 
million and an unknown num-
ber of jobs due to tighter rules 
for who can access federal 
SNAP — Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program — benefits. 
Changes result from new legisla-
tion that President Trump wanted. 
MSU’s Extension director, Quentin 
Tyler, did not say how many staff members will lose their jobs due 
to the cuts, calling it a “complex situation.” MSU Extension part-
ners with the state Health and Human Services Department to 
provide SNAP-Ed to educate low-income families about healthy 
lifestyles. 

The Women’s Center of Greater Lansing and Punks with 
Lunch Lansing jointly denounced Trump’s executive order 
titled “Ending Crime and Disorder on America’s Streets.”

They called it an egregious misuse 
of federal power, rooted in political 
fearmongering, not evidence, public 
safety, or care for our communities. 
“This executive order is not a solu-
tion. It is a thinly veiled attempt 
to consolidate authority, militarize 
policing, and punish cities that pri-

oritize dignity, equity, and proven, community-led interventions. 
We reject its framing of marginalized 
communities as threats and its cyni-
cal exploitation of safety as a political 
tool.” Their press release showed U.S. 
Justice Department of Justice regard-
ing decreases in violent crime nation-
ally and expanded on the theme that 
real safety comes from community, 
not crackdowns.

Leslie “Les” Lewis Brown, 44, 
a former Perry, Michigan, resi-
dent and a graduate of Perry High 
School, has been reported miss-
ing after a fishing trip in northern 
Michigan, Oscoda Township au-
thorities said. He was last seen on 
or around July 12 while fishing with a 
companion near his home along Van 
Ettan Creek in Oscoda Township, the 
release stated. Brown’s longtime girl-
friend reported him missing July 19 
after she returned from downstate 
and found he had not returned from 

his trip. Anyone with information can contact the Oscoda Town-
ship Police Department at (989) 739-9112 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-SPEAK-UP (1-800-773-2587). The full story is at www.
lansingcitypulse.com

Sarah Morlok Cotton of Belleville, the 
last surviving sister of the Morlok qua-
druplets of Lansing, died July 7 at 95. 
The sisters — Edna A., Wilma B., Sarah C. 
and Helen D. — were Lansing’s first qua-
druplets, born in 1930, at Sparrow Hos-
pital to Sadie and Carl Morlok. They were 
the subject of a book called “Girls and Their 
Monsters: The Genain Quadruplets and the 
Making of Madness in America,” by Audrey 
Clair Farley.

Issac Rene Gonzales of Lansing, 24, faces charges of as-
sault with intent to murder and four weapons counts in con-
nection with a shooting Saturday in the 3100 block of Turner 
Road. Lansing police said a 34-year-old man suffered a nonfatal 
gunshot wound and was in stable condition the following day. 
Police arrested Gonzales, a fourth-time habitual offender, at the 
scene.
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

801 W Mt. Hope Ave., Lansing
When walking north on Rundle 

Avenue to Mount Hope Avenue on 
the west side of the street, one must 
venture out onto Rundle or cross it to 
get to one’s destination. That’s because 
the trees and shrubs are so overgrown 
for more than 50 feet on the east side 

of the corner 
property at 
801 W. Mount 
Hope that the 
sidewalk is al-
most impass-
able.

The vacant 
home, owned 
by John Curry 
of Lansing, was 
one of three 
eyesores men-
tioned in a long 
thread on the 

Politics in Lansing Facebook page. A 
post by Stan Shuck, who lives on near-
by Cooper Avenue, got the ball rolling. 

“This is a hazard; you can’t walk 
here,” said Shuck, who is retired after 
working as a seasonal custodian for 
the city for 30 years and was previous-
ly vice chair for UAW Local 2256. 

“There are houses like this all over 
town,” he added, citing two others 
within two blocks. Shuck is concerned 
about the job vacancies the city has, 
resulting in a shortage of employees to 
respond to complaints.

The Lansing BS&A site indicates 
that the city sent two enforcement 
letters to Curry about grass and weed 
issues in May and July, with $215 
fees that he has not yet paid. Efforts 
to reach Curry were not successful. 
He bought the 1068-square-foot, sin-
gle-family home, built in 1950, from 
HUD in 2013. 

—    STEVE UNDERWOOD
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly look at 
some of the seedier properties in Lansing. It 
rotates with Public Art, by Bill Castanier. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.
com  or call in a nomination at 517-999-5061.
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By DEDRIA HUMPHRIES BAKER
It’s so disappointing when you put 

in the work and it all 
comes to naught. 

It’s more galling when 
the failure is not your 
fault but lies with the 
president of the United 
States and his incessant 
talk about punishing 
tariffs, aka taxes.

Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer says that kind of dog 
just won’t hunt. 

Blabber-mouth politicians 
should keep a low profile when 
it comes to business. Call me old 
school, but government support of 
the education and training of people 
who need to work has been a win-
ning, if not exciting, success strategy 
for African Americans, whose unem-
ployment rate and drop-out rates are 
too high. 

Big Gretch was bracing to haul in 
Sandisk Corp. as a manufacturer in 
Michigan of semiconductors for its 
flash drive and advanced memory 
technology. Sandisk is an interna-
tional business headquartered in 
California, with 23 offices in Asia, 
including six in China. 

Sandisk was considering a megasite 
of 1,000 acres in Mundy Township 
near Flint for a massive semiconduc-
tor plant. This new factory was to 
create 10,000 jobs. 

Ten thousand jobs. In Flint. Which 
needs that kind of help.

The deal fell through, Whitmer 
told Trump, because of “threats of 
even higher tariffs.” The New York 
Times reported July 14 that he has 
targeted semiconductors for higher 
tariffs. Still, Whitmer told the Detroit 

Free Press, Trump promised on July 
15 to bring Michigan a “better deal.” 

We’ll see. But the lure 
of technology industry 
jobs may charm young 
people to go and stay in 
class. What is not getting 
jobs is GM’s announce-
ment in June to invest $4 
billion in its U.S. man-
ufacturing plants. The 
Lake Orion plant is one. 
It’s going to make full-
size SUVs and light duty 
pickup trucks powered by 

gas — but it will yield no new 
jobs.

Government should play its best 
hand, and that’s the people, not play-
ing at business.  

It started with tax abatement. 
That’s where local governments for-
give a business its taxes if the busi-
ness locates in their area and create 
jobs. 

Other arrangements can put local 
governments in legal business part-
nerships that result in not-very-good 
consequences for taxpayers. 

One was here in Lansing Town-
ship. The township was on the hook 
for $250 million in financial liabili-
ties over The Heights at Eastwood, a 
residential and commercial develop-
ment built using public bonds. That 
fiasco was settled last year, City Pulse 
reported. 

It’s simple. Business and govern-
ment play different roles and do 
different things. Businesspeople keep 
mum about what they are doing. 
Their proprietary interests come 
first. For instance, when asked why it 
backed out of the plant in Michigan, 
Sandisk declined to comment. 

Whitmer had to say something 

about the $10 million spent to show 
Sandisk what the state had to offer. 
Government must talk about what 
it’s doing. Taxpayers have a right to 
know. 

But Donald Trump talks too much, 
too loudly about the wrong things. 
He uses his words as threats, bluff 
or fluff. At her debate with Trump in 
2024, Kamala Harris told Americans 
as much: “He talks about everything 
but you.” 

Business believes in profit. Social-
ists say profit is wrong, but profit 
pays taxes. Taxes educate and train 
people so they can work a decent job 
to house, feed, clothe and provide 
health care for their families. Those 
business deals are what government 
does best. 

But the business mind in the White 
House is set to dismantle the U.S. 
Department of Education. And “the 
big, beautiful bill” promises to ampu-
tate health care. All this within seven 
months of taking over. 

Business doesn’t move that fast. 
Nor does it take such huge risks with 
the future, as the Sandisk situation 
shows. Government should not 
either. 

Michigan needs to be ambitious, 
yes. Ambitious about computer 
science. Michigan House Bill 5649, 
sponsored by the Carol Glanville 
(D-Walker) calls for each and every 
public school to offer students at 
least one computer science course.  
The bill does not require students to 
take the course, but aims to elevate 
students to more than computer 
consumers. 

This modest change will put Mich-
igan on the same footing as the ma-
jority of the country, sponsors reason. 
And offering at least one course will 

help understanding of computers and 
teach and sharpen critical thinking 
skills.  

Michigan waits with the rest of the 
nation to see if Trump’s threats and 
intimidation will work. In the mean-
time, the state treads its available 
paths to the future. This summer it 
announced three promising moves:  

— A funding commitment of over 
$107 million to build Michigan’s in-
frastructure workforce. It will train 
people to be electricians, plumbers, 
etc. That effort will create an estimat-
ed 5,000 jobs by 2030. On average, 
that’s 1,000 jobs a year.

— Ionetix Corp.’s $25.75 million 
commitment to Greater Lansing will 
create 53 new jobs. Ionetix is a cyclo-
tron and technology company provid-
ing health diagnostics and therapies.  

— The Michigan Strategic Fund’s 
outlay of $18 million to support two 
companies, Torc Robotics in Ann Ar-
bor in a project also backed by Daim-
ler Truck, and skilled trades consul-
tants Pro Services in Portage, will 
create 750 new jobs.

As ranked by CNBC, Michigan is 
in the top 10 best states for doing 
business, despite a weak showing in 
technology and innovation. Michi-
gan’s continued presence on the list 
attracting business attention can be 
assured by continued investment in 
education and training. 

(Dedria Humphries Barker is the 
author of “Mother of Orphans: The 
True and Curious Story of Irish Alice, 
A Colored Man’s Widow.” Her column 
appears monthly.)

Invest in education to live stream our digital future

Opinion
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 If you can’t raise close to $1 million, 
you’re not even in the conversation 
about being Michigan’s next governor or 
U.S. senator. 

It’s a reality that crashes down on 
candidates on days like July 25, when 
everybody was legally 
required to show their 
cards. How much money 
did they raise? How 
much did they spend? 
How much do they have 
in the bank? 

It’s a year before any-
one is voting, but if you 
can’t show you have the organization to 
scratch together enough money to boost 
your name recognition on TV and inter-
net ads, then no message, no resumé, no 
position on issues will be good enough 
to get you more than 3% of the vote on 
Election Day. 

So, what did we learn from July’s 
reports? Here are four of my biggest 
takeaways. 

1. Mike Duggan is the real deal. Any-
one who tells you that an independent 
gubernatorial candidate can’t win next 
year isn’t paying attention. Duggan gar-
nered more donated dollars than any 
other candidate running for governor or 
the U.S. Senate in Michigan, and he did 
it without the ActBlue fundraising plat-
form, a party apparatus, or out-of-state 
partisan campaign consultants. 

Duggan didn’t become the mayor of 
Detroit because he charmed a major-
ity of donors and voters with a silver 
tongue. He makes things happen, and 
successful business executives like that. 

While 70% of Jocelyn Benson and 
John James’ donations came from un-
employed or retired people who dabble 
in politics to keep themselves occupied, 
more than 70% of Duggan’s money 
came from people who have a job. These 
are Michigan-based CEOs, doctors, 
lawyers and executives. Duggan turned 
Detroit around. They figure he can do 
the same for Michigan. 

While more than 50% of Benson 
and James’ donations came from out 
of state, 93% of Duggan’s contributors 
were from Michigan. Let that sink in. 

2. Our former congressman, Mike 
Rogers, has the 2026 Republican U.S. 
Senate nomination wrapped up. Pres-
ident Donald Trump told Rogers’ only 
real threat, U.S. Rep. Bill Huizenga, not 
to bother challenging the Republican es-
tablishment’s preferred candidate.  

Huizenga said OK. Trump publicly 
endorsed Rogers. The Senate Repub-
licans in D.C. are helping Rogers raise 
money through a joint account. 

A few other people you’ve never heard 
of claim to be running. They’re wasting 

their time. 
3. Maybe John James won’t be the 

Republican nominee for governor af-
ter all. The two-time U.S. Senate nom-
inee ignored the president’s preference 
that he run for reelection in the compet-
itive 10th Congressional District. That 
doesn’t come without consequences. 

If Trump ends up endorsing James 
for governor, it’s not coming until James 
chases away his primary threats. He 
didn’t do that on July 25. 

Michigan Senate Minority Leader 
Aric Nesbitt raised marginally more 
money than James from June 1 until 
July 20. And he did it the old-fashioned 
way: Michigan fundraisers, Michi-
gan-based political action committees 
and hustling dollars from a few high 

rollers within the party. 
James has Dan and Pamella DeVos 

committing $5 million through an in-
dependent PAC, but Dick, Betsy and the 
rest of the DeVos family haven’t jumped 
on board, yet anyway. This is leaving 
James to pay a contractor to blast out 
a gazillion emails to loyal Republican 
voters across the country. 

His D.C. connections aren’t giving 
away their money for his gubernatorial 
run, so James is counting on retirees 
from Arizona and South Carolina who 
saw his interview on Newsmax to give 
him $10 every month. 

Maybe that’s all he needs. Maybe not. 
4. Without ActBlue, how would 

statewide Democrats raise money? 
James is using the playbook mastered 

by the Dems through this one-stop-shop 
fundraising platform, which generat-
ed $16 billion for Democrats across the 
country by peppering suspected donors 
over and over with fundraising calls, 
texts and emails. 

Benson, Lt. Gov. Garlin Gilchrist II 
and Chris Swanson have all used it in 
their gubernatorial campaigns with 
varying success. It’s not free, but can-
didates lean on it to cut down on their 
“Dialing for Dollars” hours. 

It’s money in the door to pay for your 
staff, but it’s not necessarily votes you 
can count on for later.

(Kyle Melinn is the editor of the Cap-
itol news service MIRS. You can email 
him at melinnky@gmail.com.)

Four things we learned after candidates opened up their books

POLITICS
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By NICOLE NOECHEL
Nick Leydorf didn’t set out to be 

a comedian. In fact, he almost gave 
up his funnyman persona altogether 
when he became a lawyer.

“I always liked making people 
laugh, mostly to get attention as an 
only child. In school, I would make 
people laugh a lot, usually by doing 
dumb things like quoting movies 
or just acting like an idiot with my 
friends,” Leydorf, 45, said. “And then 
I felt like if I was going to be a law-
yer, I couldn’t do that anymore. So 
I kind of shut that down, which was 
not good.”

His decision to pursue law was 
somewhat spur of the moment. A na-
tive of the small town of Banner, after 
earning his bachelor’s degree in polit-
ical science from Michigan State Uni-
versity, he found himself questioning 
what he wanted to do with the rest of 
his life.

“I wanted to help people, and I 
didn’t want to go to med school,” 
he said. “And someone said that I 
couldn’t do it, like, ‘There’s no way 
you’re gonna be a lawyer, you grew up 
in a trailer.’ Spite, I think, was a really 
big motivator, which isn’t a great way 
of choosing your profession.”

It also didn’t bode well for the rest 
of his career. 

“I don’t like being a lawyer that 
much, if I’m being honest,” he said. 
“I mean, I like helping people, but I 
wish I would have done something 
different because it’s pretty stressful.”

Even after changing his focus from 
criminal defense to estate planning, 
something more “boring,” he said the 
field has “destroyed” his soul. Howev-
er, there’s a silver lining: His disdain 
for his job has led him to pursue more 
creative endeavors that keep him ful-
filled.

“Both my parents are creative peo-
ple. My mom was a graphic designer, 
and my dad was an art teacher,” he 
said. “I chose a profession that was 
unlike theirs, which is strange, but I 
think if I had to do it all over again, 
I’d probably do something more cre-
ative, like writing or performing.”

He got into comedy at an admit-
tedly “not great” time, a couple of 
months after his son was born. One 
of his friends signed him up for an 

open mic competition at Sir Pizza in 
Old Town, and he ended up moving 
on to the final round.

“I didn’t tell a lot of people that I did 
it because I didn’t want to embarrass 
myself in front of all my friends. So I 
just had my wife there, and I ended 
up moving on, and I was hooked from 
there,” he said. “I was like, ‘Oh, I can 
make a whole group of people laugh. 
That’s super cool.’”

Being a first timer, he said he 
“didn’t have a lot of well-thought-out 
material” and lost to someone that lip 
synced to a Talking Heads song.

“That was my first introduction to 

what comedy is,” he said. “It’s like a 
punch in the face, but it’s enjoyable.”

After that, he began working on 
material and trying it out at open 
mics to see what worked. At first, he 
suffered from some stage fright, but 
as he traveled around the state to per-
form and made friends in the scene, 
he became more comfortable.

Since then, he’s performed around 
the Midwest and released a live 
comedy album, “Free Consultation,” 
which debuted at No. 1 on the iTunes 
comedy chart. He said his material 
has gone through phases, something 
he’s noticed is common among come-

dians.
“It’s kind of weird. When you start 

out, you talk about things you think 
up that maybe aren’t true, but they’re 
funny. And then as you get better at 
it, you start talking about things that 
are in your real life. And then as you 
mature past that, you talk about the 
things that you observe in the world 
that people may relate with,” he said. 
“I’m kind of in that phase now, where 
I’ve talked about all the stuff that’s 
going on in my life, and I’m just ob-
serving things that are interesting to 
me.”

His goals for the future of his com-
edy career are to “continue to write 
stuff that makes me laugh, that I 
think is interesting, and maybe not 
be so focused on doing something fi-
nite, like ‘I have to get on this show.’” 

“That’s kind of what led me to be-
ing a lawyer,” he said. “Professional-
ly, I choose the clients that I want to 
work with. I don’t dress like a lawyer. 
I’m not stuffy. I talk about death a lot 
with my job in estate planning, so I 
try and make it more palatable than 
the sad thing that no one wants to 
talk about. And I think people appre-
ciate that.”

He was even asked to put a joke 
into one of his clients’ trusts.

“That was fun,” he said. “They 
thought it was great, and they kept it 
in there. It was cool.”

Though he said it’s “kind of a grind” 
to find success in stand-up comedy 
— a grueling gauntlet of open mics 
where you don’t get paid and perform 
to miniscule crowds — he finds it to 
be a worthwhile and rewarding chal-
lenge.

“I like writing stuff and performing 
it. Sometimes it works, and some-
times it’s a huge failure,” he said. “It’s 
like, how do you try and up your bat-
ting average? When you start out, 
maybe one joke out of 10 will land. 
And then as you work on stuff, may-
be it’ll be four out of 10. And then it’s 
like, ‘OK, that’s cool.’ Maybe it doesn’t 
work, but maybe you’ll get something 
from it.”

Nick Leydorf spreads the love — and the laughs
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

 Raymond Holt for City Pulse

Local lawyer and stand-up comedian Nick Leydorf at the Robin Theatre in REO Town, 
where he recorded his live album, “Free Consultation.”
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JazzFest Michigan: 
Acoustic, electric and eclectic

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
At an ox roast in rural Alcona Coun-

ty many years ago, the lady standing 
next to me asked, “Excuse me, do you 
serve anything besides ox?”

Purists once bristled when a jazz 
festival programmed anything less 
than 100% ox — er, jazz — and be-
grudged even icons like Stevie Won-
der and Aretha Franklin their rightful 
turns on the stage.

Maybe they still bristle, but who’s lis-
tening? While the East Lansing Sum-

mer Solstice Jazz Festival takes tender 
care of the hardcore, Michigan State 
University-adjacent jazz crowd, Old 
Town’s JazzFest Michigan (formerly 
Lansing JazzFest) tosses out a proudly 
eclectic menu this weekend, with fla-
vors of blues, R&B, folk-adjacent, pop-
ish, hip-hop-ish and hard-to-pin-down 
performers in addition to the straight-
ahead stalwarts jazz aficionados love, 
such as MSU jazz studies saxophone 
giant Walter Blanding.

That jazz-plus-everything feeling 
doesn’t only apply to the festival as a 

whole. Each of the three performers 
singled out in the following stories for 
closer attention exemplifies this eclec-
tic spirit on their own.

Sinewy, grooving jazz machine 496 
West brings currents of smooth jazz, 
R&B and gospel music alongside a 
mighty blast of “energy jazz” in the spir-
it of John Coltrane and Pharoah Sand-
ers. New York-based trio Pickle Mafia 
hides its formidable jazz chops under 
a bracing, multi-spray showerhead of 
classical piano, electronic dance mu-
sic, hip-hop, straight-up pop, movie 

tunes and even theatrical touches such 
as flying pineapples. (Probably a one-
shot, but who knows?) Traverse City-
based pianist and composer Jeff Haas 
folds classical artistry and the Jewish 
flavor of his youth in Detroit into an 
all-star group that’s been enriching 
the state’s jazz scene for decades.

That’s just three out of dozens of 
musicians set to light up the streets of 
Old Town and the epicenter of the fes-
tival, the UrbanBeat venue on Turner 
Street, where many of this weekend’s 
performers are frequent visitors. 

496 West: ‘I’m feeling it!’
By LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Like its namesake highway, high-energy Lansing  jazz 
ensemble 496 West is built to move people.

At a joyful, upbeat concert last Friday, 
July 25, a week ahead of their Saturday gig 
at JazzFest Michigan, 496 West filled the 
cavernous Everett High School auditorium 
with wall-to-wall sound. Rafael Leafar, a De-
troit-born master of multiple instruments, 
tore the auditorium up with his searing tenor sax, in-

spiring a woman in the audience to shout, “I’m feeling 
it!”

The founder and guiding spirit of the band, guitarist 
Charlie Wilson, maintained his workmanlike 
demeanor in the rhythm section, but he proud-
ly took note of the joyful response.

“Yeah, I heard that,” he said with a laugh 
during a phone call the morning after the show.

496 West often surprises listeners who expect 
a local variant of the standard smooth jazz sound. At the 

Everett show, Leafar spun out a passionate arc of saxo-
phone seduction and sermonizing, punctuated by raw 
honks and tremulous outcries, like a congregant of the 
church of John Coltrane speaking in tongues.

“He’s a monster on that sax. He’s powerful,” Wilson 
said. “He can play like that all night. And he’s not even 
30 years old.”

Later in the evening, multi-reedman Daryl Beebe, a 
longtime member of the group, pulled out a silvery elec-

See 496 West, Page 12

496 West
4:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 2
North Stage
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The Pickle Mafia: Still not legitimate 

tronic wind instrument and waded into 
the happy crowd, leaving grins, shouts 
and craned necks in his wake.

Beebe is also featured on “Maputo,” 
a track from the band’s latest album, 
“Rules of Engagement,” named for the 
capital of Mozambique. His solo and the 
band’s rich, multi-layered arrangement 
evoke a bustling port city, center of cre-
ativity and convergence of multiple cul-
tures in East Africa.

Potent artillery like Leafar and Beebe 
enable 496 West to combine the men-
tholated buzz of smooth jazz with the 
vivid sound painting of “Maputo” and 
the raw power of “energy jazz” monsters 
like Coltrane and Pharoah Sanders.

Wilson isn’t too interested in labels 
like “smooth jazz” anyway.

“It’s really not elevator music, like peo-
ple think it is,” he said. “It’s a combina-
tion of things. It’s upbeat, instrumental 
R&B with a mix of some traditional jazz 
in there. Really, music doesn’t need any 
labels, but people like to label it.”

Wilson, a native of Long Island, New 
York, has kept the band going through 
many ups, downs and changes in per-
sonnel. The group pushed itself to the 
utmost on Friday despite mourning the 
loss of longtime drummer Kenneth Rob-
ertson, who died the weekend before.

Wilson’s faith helps him forge ahead. 
He grew up with music in the local 
church, where his father was a pastor.

“He didn’t have any musicians, so he 
brought a bunch of instruments into the 
house, and my brother and I just started 
playing,” Wilson said. “So, I started play-
ing in church.”

His father promoted gospel concerts 
and even sang in an R&B group in his 
younger years, so there was always music 
playing in the house.

“We grew up with a variety of music, 
and the contemporary jazz really grew 
on me,” Wilson said. Among his musical 
heroes are George Benson (“my favor-
ite guitarist”), pianist George Duke and 
saxophonist Kirk Whalum. (Wilson was 
thrilled when Whalum joined 496 West 
for a concert at Everett High School two 
years ago.)

The idea for 496 West first came to 
Wilson in the mid-2000s. After playing 
in other bands for many years, he want-

ed to lead his own group. He assembled 
a talented roster of musicians, some 
of them longtime collaborators, who 
shared his vision. To get the big sound he 
wanted, he had to cast a wide net.

Saturday’s group will feature Wilson, 
Leafar, saxophonist Houston Patton, 
drummer Mark Smith and trumpeter 
Jeff Gregory, who hails from Plainwell 
and has been with the band for over five 
years. Gregory stepped up for a lyrical, 
swinging flugelhorn solo Friday night, 
as if paying tribute to the recently de-
ceased Chuck Mangione, who brought 
the flugelhorn into every living room in 
the nation in 1978 with his instrumental 

hit “Feels So Good.”
“Jeff gives us a real big sound, which is 

great, especially for festivals and outdoor 
events,” Wilson said.

Percussionist Andres DeJesus, a 15-
year veteran of the band who wields a 
formidable battery of tools, will also be 
on hand. 

The group has gone through many 
personnel changes, including the death 
of its music director, Al McKenzie, in 
2023. (McKenzie was also the longtime 
music director for the Temptations.)

Appropriately for a group named after 
a highway, the band does a lot of travel-
ing to festivals and other events in the 

Midwest.
“There’s really not a whole lot of venues 

for our type of music in Lansing,” Wilson 
said. “We’re not a bar band, so we don’t 
play bars or clubs or things like that.”

Nevertheless, they’ve been busier than 
ever the past two months, playing fes-
tivals nearly every weekend. One of the 
biggest, the sprawling Jazz and Rib Fest 
in Columbus, Ohio, boasts 200,000 at-
tendees swarming three stages.

In addition to leading 496 West, 
Wilson writes music and produced the 
group’s four CDs.

“Rules of Engagement,” released in 
2022, bottles the band’s surging pow-
er and joyful spirit in a wide-ranging 
set of covers and originals. “Inner City 
Blues” infuses the Marvin Gaye classic 
with a huge sound and wall-to-wall en-
ergy. The danceable, light-hearted romp 
“Soul Catcher” features Gregory’s muted 
trumpet and pixie-light synths. In “Dilla 
JW,” a fat beat with a skin-on-skin feel is 
sandwiched between piercing, high-end 
synths and tumbling keyboards. (“Dilla 
JW” is not named for the famous hip-
hop artist J Dilla, but for Wilson’s grand-
son, who is named after Dilla.)

On recordings or at live shows, the 
band transcends labels.

“Boo’d Up,” a standout track on “Rules 
of Engagement,” manages to brood, cel-
ebrate, dance and cry at the same time, 
ending in affirmative reconciliation with 
life, courtesy of Leafar’s eloquent sax.

“Music is meant to elevate people’s 
moods, relax them and bring them some 
excitement,” Wilson said, thinking of Fri-
day’s show. “Like the crowd last night.”

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
A couple of years ago, New York-

based “power trio” Pickle Mafia re-
corded a tune called “Flying Pineap-
ple.” About a week later, they played 
a gig at a sunny venue where 
pineapples happened to be 
arranged on the stage as part 
of the decor.

Of course, they instantly 
started throwing pineapples 
at each other.

“We threw them into the audience, 
and they threw them back,” pianist 
Charlie Lindner recalled. “There were 
pineapples flying everywhere.”

These guys will play (or do) any-
thing to distract you from the fact 
that you’re listening to legitimate 
jazz. They even rebranded “Mr. P.C.,” 

a John Coltrane classic, as “Mr. Pickle 
Charlie.”

“It’s fusion jazz,” Lindner said. “It 
gives us the opportunity to explore. 
We play Ariana Grande, Nirvana, all 

this stuff. We play ‘Free Bird.’”
Before you scoff, take a 

breath, roll your eyes back 
around and check out the 
trio’s unabashedly sincere 
take on Lynyrd Skynyrd’s 
overplayed chestnut.

In the band’s early days, grinding 
out tours in rural venues in the Ad-
irondacks, Lindner found that the 
tune had a weird way of winning peo-
ple over.

“People would be singing along,” he 
said. “That element of the band is re-
ally cool.”

Pickle Mafia’s anything-goes spirit 

is fun, but it’s never snarky or ironic. 
“Rock Lee,” a tune inspired by the un-
derpowered but loveable ninja from 
the worlds of anime and manga, is full 
of yearning piano passages and soar-
ing Moog synthesizer soliloquies.

At a recent California gig, the trio 
was grooving away at “Yesterday 
Princess,” a drum-heavy track first re-
corded by jazz bassist Stanley Clarke, 
when Lindner found the perfect spot 
to slip in the “Willy Wonka” song 
“Pure Imagination.”

During an epic performance at the 
2022 JazzFest Michigan, Lindner 
unfurled aurora-like sheets of piano 
arpeggios that coalesced into Hans 
Zimmer’s theme music for the film 
“Interstellar.”

It sounds like potential chaos, but 
somehow, the trio always brings the 

listener around to accept their twisted 
logic.

“It’s the culmination of all our influ-
ences,” Lindner said.

The cukes were already in the brine 
when Lindner was in high school, 
playing in a prog-rock-oriented band 
called Derelict Brew, named after a 
song by Beck (“Derelict”) and Miles 
Davis’ seminal jazz fusion album 
“Bitches Brew.”

In the early 2020s, Lindner jug-
gled four keyboards and a battery of 
groovy gadgets as half of the Manhat-
tan Project, an electronic dance mu-
sic outfit that toured the nation and 
earned critical and popular acclaim.

Composing and arranging dance 
music taught Lindner how to build a 

Marvin Hall/Studio M 

Wilson, the founder and guiding spirit of 496 West, has kept the band going through 
many ups, downs and changes in personnel.

Marvin Hall/Studio M 

From left: guitarist Charlie Wilson, drummer Clarence “Boonie” Dottery, bassist TJ Firth and multi-reedman Daryl Beebe fill the 
cavernous Everett auditorium with wall-to-wall sound.

496 West
from page 11

Pickle Mafia
9:30 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 1
South Stage

See Pickle Mafia, Page 17
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TICKET INFORMATION
Buy online at micharts.org or on-site.

WEDNESDAY KICK OFF CONCERT is free (limited seating) 
THURSDAY BENEFIT CONCERT $20 suggested donation 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY TWO-DAY PASS $25 GA / $75 VIP

The Pickle Mafia
›  FRI AUG 1

9:30pm | South Stage

Walter Blanding
›  SAT AUG 2

9:00pm | South Stage

Don’t miss JazzFest Michigan, bringing 
world-class music to the heart of Lansing!
This year’s JazzFest Michigan brings four days of top-shelf talent to 
Old Town Lansing July 30 – August 2, filling Michigan’s capital city 
with the best in jazz for the 31st consecutive year.

Since 1995, JazzFest Michigan has earned its spot as a musical jewel 
in the capital region’s crown, attracting thousands of attendees and 
welcoming performers of regional and national renown for a week-
end of great music and great times, including multiple stages, clinics, 
workshops, and children’s activities.

July 30 and 31 › Free Performances and a Benefit
Join us for music that will move you starting Wednesday, July 30, 
with free performances at UrbanBeat (limited seating). Come back 
to UrbanBeat Thursday, July 31, for a benefit concert for KidzBeat, 
which provides music and arts programming for young people all 
year long. The mission of KidzBeat is to instill musical creativity 
and inspiration in young music lovers while encouraging healthy, con-
structive life choices.

August 1 and 2 › Top-Notch Music on the Street
The festival kicks into high gear Friday, August 1, and Saturday, Au-
gust 2, with non-stop talent on the Turner Street North and South 
stages and at UrbanBeat. Headliners include The Pickle Mafia, 
Ammy Amorette, 496 West, Jeff Haas Quintet, and Walter Blanding. 
Visit the JazzFest Michigan website for a full schedule.

Roam the Old Town social district and enjoy delicious food and bev-
erages from on-site vendors and local eateries, including UrbanBeat, 
Pablo’s, and Ozone’s Brewhouse. Don’t forget to take home a treasure 
from vendors and the unique shops that fill Old Town.

M I C H I G A N  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  A R T

On Turner St at Cesar Chavez Ave
in OLD TOWN Lansing.

Buy tickets online or on-site micharts.org
(517)  371-4600  •  1210 Turner St. Lansing

4 DAYS • 3 STAGES • 25 ACTS

4 DAYS/3 STAGES/25 ACTS › Don’t miss a minute of the great music 
on the Turner Street North and South stages and at UrbanBeat. 
Enjoy world-class music in the heart of our city.

ENJOY THE SOCIAL DISTRICT › Old Town’s designation as a social 
district means festival-goers can buy, consume, and walk on 
the streets with appropriately labeled alcoholic beverages from 
sponsor UrbanBeat and other participating bars and restaurants 
while experiencing all the festival has to offer.

FREE KICK OFF
CONCERT

›  WED JUL 30
UrbanBeat Stage

Red Hot Peppers 
7:30pm

Ann Bell
6pm

BENEFIT CONCERT
›  THUR JUL 31
UrbanBeat Stage

Tom Duffield
6pm

AWD Jazz Band
7:30pm

Unique to JazzFest Michigan, each act will perform an original song 
or arrangement that has never been played publicly before. 

Be the first to hear them!
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SAT AUG 2
KIDZBEAT › North Stage

1:30pm | Instrument Petting Zoo
Sponsored by Elderly Instruments, children and adventurers of all 
ages can try their hand at stringed instruments, keyboard, and 
percussion in this playful experience led by encouraging musicians.

2:00pm | Children’s Ballet Theatre & Powers Dance 
Combine to perform light-hearted dances by children for children 
of all ages. Directed by Jesse Powers.

2:30pm | Greater Lansing Ballet Company 
                 & Academy of Dance
Under the direction of JIm McEwan, Greater Lansing Ballet Company 
and Greater Lansing Academy of Dance perform classical and contem-
porary choreography that’s fun for the whole family. This performance 
includes an opportunity for children to join in one of the dances.

JAMM SCHOLARSHIP BAND
3:00pm | South Stage
The Jazz Alliance of Mid-Michigan (JAMM) awards a music 
scholarship annually to a young jazz musician. This JAMM Band 
comprises past and present scholarship winners, led by Doug 
Fritch on guitar.

SCHOOL OF ROCK  › Kids Band
3:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

BEFORE MOTOWN
A History of Jazz in Detroit
Presentation by Lars Bjorn

4:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Detroit’s prolific jazz heritage has 
been thoroughly researched and 
documented in Lars Bjorn and Jim 
Gallert’s Before Motown. The book 
focuses on the musicians and 
socioeconomic conditions in Detroit 
in the era before Berry Gordy’s sound 
overtook the city’s music scene.

496 WEST
4:30pm | North Stage
Formed by guitarist Charlie Wilson, 496 West offers soulful vocals, 
a horn section, killer keys, strings, and percussions grounded in the 
soul, smooth jazz, and R&B genres, with elements of the blues and 
gospel jazz that will get you energized.  

TOM DUFFIELD
6:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

LANSING CONCERT BAND-BIG BAND
6:00pm | South Stage
A local favorite, the Lansing Concert Band’s Big Band plays the great 
jazz standards. Jim Kasprzak, lead trumpet, directs this dynamic 
18-piece group composed of traditional jazz-era instrumentation, 
including full sections of saxophones, trombones, and trumpets, 
plus a swingin’ rhythm section. The ensemble also features 
vocalists Dan Templin and Kelly Sandula-Gruner.

ADAM BRONSTEIN AND THE ABTRIO
7:30pm | North Stage
Adam Bronstein is known for his clever songwriting and playful 
improvisation. Focusing on guitar, his music is instrumental, 
with influences ranging from jazz to hip-hop, R&B & psychedelia 
and features Isaiah Gethers on drums and James Bendors on 
bass.

CLIQUE VOCALS
9:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

WALTER BLANDING
9:00pm | South Stage
Walter Blanding is steeped in jazz tradition, fluent in diverse styles, 
and a passionate educator. From his beginnings in New York City, 
Blanding’s story is a testament to dedication, versatility, and pushing 
the boundaries of his instrument. This professor of jazz in MSU’s 
world-renowned jazz studies program continues to perform with 
many legendary jazz musicians. Featuring Walter Blanding - sax; 
Dwight Adams - trumpet; Reuben Stump - bass; Brian Allan - drums; 
Zachary Sommerfield - guitar, providing a magical performance. 

AFTERGLOW  •  HIDDEN NOMINATION
10:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner - Limited seating
Hidden Nomination’s sound is a thrilling fusion of jazz, funk, R&B, 
gospel, and neo-soul, creating a sonic tapestry that is as soulful 
as it is dynamic. With high-energy performances and delicate, 
melodic interplay, Hidden Nomination will captivate you and take 
you on a journey that is transcendent. Their performance is followed 
by a band-led jam session with other festival musicians until 1:00 am.

WED JUL 30 • KICK OFF CONCERT

ANN BELL
6:00pm | UrbanBeat,
1213 Turner
Ann Bell is a multi-talented
musician and activist from
Detroit who is regularly
featured at UrbanBeat.

RED HOT PEPPERS
with special guest
TWYLA BIRDSONG
7:30pm | UrbanBeat,
1213 Turner
Featuring the gypsy jazz of
guitarist/vocalist Ray Kamalay,
bassist Reuben Stump,
and the delicate sounds of
pianist Max Gage, joined by 
incomparable singer Twyla 
Birdsong.

THUR JUL 31 • BENEFIT CONCERT
Support the next generation of musicians through KidzBeat, 
which provides music and arts programming for young 
people all year long. The mission of KidzBeat is to instill 
musical creativity and inspiration in young music lovers 
while encouraging healthy, constructive life choices.

TOM DUFFIELD
6:00pm  |  UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Tom Duffield’s piano work has been 
a staple of Michigan’s jazz and blues 
scene for decades. His repertoire 
includes unique interpretations of 
the standards as well as some fun 
surprises.

AWD JAZZ BAND
7:30pm  |  UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
This smooth jazz/R&B band delivers music that calms your 
soul and soothes your senses. AWD Jazz Band’s influences 
include gospel, R&B, rock and smooth jazz. They have 
played with Ben Tankard, Horn and Holland, Yancy, and 
Montrel Darrett. Their tightly woven grooves and melodic 
tones will leave you enchanted.

FRI AUG 1

SCHOOL OF ROCK  › Adult Band
5:30pm | South Stage
School of Rock East Lansing delivers a revolutionary music 
program through which students can refine their skills in popular 
styles and then perform at notable live music venues.

CLIQUE VOCALS
6:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

Dan Templin and Kelly Sandula-Gruner perform classic jazz 
ballads of 1920s-’50s, plus a mix of pop and contemporary  music 
arranged in a unique style with tight harmonies.

AMMY AMORETTE
6:30pm | North Stage
Ammy Amorette is a Chilean singer, 
composer and painter. She has 
released two albums, Primogenita
and Plan:D. Her music is heavily 
rooted in Latin American folkloric 
traditions, as well as bossa nova, 
boleros, and jazz.

JEFF HAAS QUINTET
7:30pm | South Stage
The Jeff Haas Quintet is a vibrant and diverse ensemble that 
transcends traditional jazz boundaries with Haas’ deeply personal 
original music that combines his passion for jazz, funk, Judaic, 
and classical music. Composed of Michigan’s finest, Jeff Haas, 
Marion Hayden, Tariq Gardner, Anthony Stanco, and Laurae Seis, 
each member brings their own Influence and voice to Jeff’s music, 
delivering electrifying and soulful performances that engage 
audiences of all ages and musical backgrounds.

TOM DUFFIELD
7:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

WALTER KITTLE with AWD
8:30pm | North Stage
Walter’s journey into international smooth jazz began with his 
catchy debut, Ain’t No Sushi When She’s Gone, produced by Grammy-
nominated Nate Harasim. This track, featuring guitar legend Nils 
and saxophonist Phil Denny, quickly gained traction on SmoothJazz.
com and landed on the Smooth Jazz Network’s top chart. In 2023, 
Walter’s follow-up, Surrounded by Love, showcased the talents 
of smooth jazz saxophonist Marion Meadows and stayed on the 
Smooth Jazz top 100 for over 15 weeks.

ANN BELL
9:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

THE PICKLE MAFIA
9:30pm | South Stage
The Pickle Mafia is a dynamic trio from New York, garnering 
nationwide attention through their groundbreaking, unique brand 
of arena jazz fusion. The visual appeal the band brings to audiences 
adds to their musical artistry. This act has racked up 10,000+ 
viewing hours on YouTube and has developed an extremely loyal 
fan base that continues to grow with each performance. The Pickle 
Mafia has a fresh approach, seamlessly blending elements of jazz 
with hip-hop, latin and pop sensibilities.

AFTERGLOW • MAX GAGE’S  BACKSTAGE TRIO
10:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner › Limited seating
The Backstage Trio of Max Gage on piano, Alonso Umana Chan on 
drums, and Dylan Sherman on bass will perform timeless music 
by the jazz greats, followed by a band-led jam session with other 
festival musicians until 1:00 am. 

M I C H I G A N  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  A R T LIVESTREAM •  Portions of the festival 
will be livestreamed on vimeo.

HTTPS://BIT.LY/JAZZFESTLIVESTREAM2025

SEPTEMBER 17-20
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SAT AUG 2
KIDZBEAT › North Stage

1:30pm | Instrument Petting Zoo
Sponsored by Elderly Instruments, children and adventurers of all 
ages can try their hand at stringed instruments, keyboard, and 
percussion in this playful experience led by encouraging musicians.

2:00pm | Children’s Ballet Theatre & Powers Dance 
Combine to perform light-hearted dances by children for children 
of all ages. Directed by Jesse Powers.

2:30pm | Greater Lansing Ballet Company 
                 & Academy of Dance
Under the direction of JIm McEwan, Greater Lansing Ballet Company 
and Greater Lansing Academy of Dance perform classical and contem-
porary choreography that’s fun for the whole family. This performance 
includes an opportunity for children to join in one of the dances.

JAMM SCHOLARSHIP BAND
3:00pm | South Stage
The Jazz Alliance of Mid-Michigan (JAMM) awards a music 
scholarship annually to a young jazz musician. This JAMM Band 
comprises past and present scholarship winners, led by Doug 
Fritch on guitar.

SCHOOL OF ROCK  › Kids Band
3:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

BEFORE MOTOWN
A History of Jazz in Detroit
Presentation by Lars Bjorn

4:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Detroit’s prolific jazz heritage has 
been thoroughly researched and 
documented in Lars Bjorn and Jim 
Gallert’s Before Motown. The book 
focuses on the musicians and 
socioeconomic conditions in Detroit 
in the era before Berry Gordy’s sound 
overtook the city’s music scene.

496 WEST
4:30pm | North Stage
Formed by guitarist Charlie Wilson, 496 West offers soulful vocals, 
a horn section, killer keys, strings, and percussions grounded in the 
soul, smooth jazz, and R&B genres, with elements of the blues and 
gospel jazz that will get you energized.  

TOM DUFFIELD
6:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

LANSING CONCERT BAND-BIG BAND
6:00pm | South Stage
A local favorite, the Lansing Concert Band’s Big Band plays the great 
jazz standards. Jim Kasprzak, lead trumpet, directs this dynamic 
18-piece group composed of traditional jazz-era instrumentation, 
including full sections of saxophones, trombones, and trumpets, 
plus a swingin’ rhythm section. The ensemble also features 
vocalists Dan Templin and Kelly Sandula-Gruner.

ADAM BRONSTEIN AND THE ABTRIO
7:30pm | North Stage
Adam Bronstein is known for his clever songwriting and playful 
improvisation. Focusing on guitar, his music is instrumental, 
with influences ranging from jazz to hip-hop, R&B & psychedelia 
and features Isaiah Gethers on drums and James Bendors on 
bass.

CLIQUE VOCALS
9:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

WALTER BLANDING
9:00pm | South Stage
Walter Blanding is steeped in jazz tradition, fluent in diverse styles, 
and a passionate educator. From his beginnings in New York City, 
Blanding’s story is a testament to dedication, versatility, and pushing 
the boundaries of his instrument. This professor of jazz in MSU’s 
world-renowned jazz studies program continues to perform with 
many legendary jazz musicians. Featuring Walter Blanding - sax; 
Dwight Adams - trumpet; Reuben Stump - bass; Brian Allan - drums; 
Zachary Sommerfield - guitar, providing a magical performance. 

AFTERGLOW  •  HIDDEN NOMINATION
10:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner - Limited seating
Hidden Nomination’s sound is a thrilling fusion of jazz, funk, R&B, 
gospel, and neo-soul, creating a sonic tapestry that is as soulful 
as it is dynamic. With high-energy performances and delicate, 
melodic interplay, Hidden Nomination will captivate you and take 
you on a journey that is transcendent. Their performance is followed 
by a band-led jam session with other festival musicians until 1:00 am.

WED JUL 30 • KICK OFF CONCERT

ANN BELL
6:00pm | UrbanBeat,
1213 Turner
Ann Bell is a multi-talented
musician and activist from
Detroit who is regularly
featured at UrbanBeat.

RED HOT PEPPERS
with special guest
TWYLA BIRDSONG
7:30pm | UrbanBeat,
1213 Turner
Featuring the gypsy jazz of
guitarist/vocalist Ray Kamalay,
bassist Reuben Stump,
and the delicate sounds of
pianist Max Gage, joined by 
incomparable singer Twyla 
Birdsong.

THUR JUL 31 • BENEFIT CONCERT
Support the next generation of musicians through KidzBeat, 
which provides music and arts programming for young 
people all year long. The mission of KidzBeat is to instill 
musical creativity and inspiration in young music lovers 
while encouraging healthy, constructive life choices.

TOM DUFFIELD
6:00pm  |  UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Tom Duffield’s piano work has been 
a staple of Michigan’s jazz and blues 
scene for decades. His repertoire 
includes unique interpretations of 
the standards as well as some fun 
surprises.

AWD JAZZ BAND
7:30pm  |  UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
This smooth jazz/R&B band delivers music that calms your 
soul and soothes your senses. AWD Jazz Band’s influences 
include gospel, R&B, rock and smooth jazz. They have 
played with Ben Tankard, Horn and Holland, Yancy, and 
Montrel Darrett. Their tightly woven grooves and melodic 
tones will leave you enchanted.

FRI AUG 1

SCHOOL OF ROCK  › Adult Band
5:30pm | South Stage
School of Rock East Lansing delivers a revolutionary music 
program through which students can refine their skills in popular 
styles and then perform at notable live music venues.

CLIQUE VOCALS
6:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

Dan Templin and Kelly Sandula-Gruner perform classic jazz 
ballads of 1920s-’50s, plus a mix of pop and contemporary  music 
arranged in a unique style with tight harmonies.

AMMY AMORETTE
6:30pm | North Stage
Ammy Amorette is a Chilean singer, 
composer and painter. She has 
released two albums, Primogenita
and Plan:D. Her music is heavily 
rooted in Latin American folkloric 
traditions, as well as bossa nova, 
boleros, and jazz.

JEFF HAAS QUINTET
7:30pm | South Stage
The Jeff Haas Quintet is a vibrant and diverse ensemble that 
transcends traditional jazz boundaries with Haas’ deeply personal 
original music that combines his passion for jazz, funk, Judaic, 
and classical music. Composed of Michigan’s finest, Jeff Haas, 
Marion Hayden, Tariq Gardner, Anthony Stanco, and Laurae Seis, 
each member brings their own Influence and voice to Jeff’s music, 
delivering electrifying and soulful performances that engage 
audiences of all ages and musical backgrounds.

TOM DUFFIELD
7:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

WALTER KITTLE with AWD
8:30pm | North Stage
Walter’s journey into international smooth jazz began with his 
catchy debut, Ain’t No Sushi When She’s Gone, produced by Grammy-
nominated Nate Harasim. This track, featuring guitar legend Nils 
and saxophonist Phil Denny, quickly gained traction on SmoothJazz.
com and landed on the Smooth Jazz Network’s top chart. In 2023, 
Walter’s follow-up, Surrounded by Love, showcased the talents 
of smooth jazz saxophonist Marion Meadows and stayed on the 
Smooth Jazz top 100 for over 15 weeks.

ANN BELL
9:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

THE PICKLE MAFIA
9:30pm | South Stage
The Pickle Mafia is a dynamic trio from New York, garnering 
nationwide attention through their groundbreaking, unique brand 
of arena jazz fusion. The visual appeal the band brings to audiences 
adds to their musical artistry. This act has racked up 10,000+ 
viewing hours on YouTube and has developed an extremely loyal 
fan base that continues to grow with each performance. The Pickle 
Mafia has a fresh approach, seamlessly blending elements of jazz 
with hip-hop, latin and pop sensibilities.

AFTERGLOW • MAX GAGE’S  BACKSTAGE TRIO
10:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner › Limited seating
The Backstage Trio of Max Gage on piano, Alonso Umana Chan on 
drums, and Dylan Sherman on bass will perform timeless music 
by the jazz greats, followed by a band-led jam session with other 
festival musicians until 1:00 am. 

M I C H I G A N  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  A R T LIVESTREAM •  Portions of the festival 
will be livestreamed on vimeo.

HTTPS://BIT.LY/JAZZFESTLIVESTREAM2025

SEPTEMBER 17-20
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SOUTH STAGE
NORTH STAGE
(Clinton & Turner)
UrbanBeat (1213 Turner)

STAGES

Food Vendors

Lost & Found

Vendors

Very Important
Partners

VIP

VIP

MESSAGE
MAKERS
STAGE

SOUTH
STAGE

NORTH
STAGE

DRINKS
FOOD &

TICKETS &
T-SHIRTS

MAIN
ENTRY

GOOD
TRUCKIN

JULIAN VAN DYKE
Artwork by

VENDORS

The mission of the Michigan Institute for Contemporary Art, a 501(c)3 
nonprofit, is to create spaces where people can come together, meet 
old friends, and make new friends, and to serve as a catalyst for 
positive community transformation through the arts.
MICA’s year around exhibitions in the visual arts and programs in 
music, performance, film, and literature provide opportunities to 
entertain, educate, and inspire. For more, see micharts.org.

SILVERPLATINUMGRANTS SUPPORTERS

SP
O

N
SO

R
S PRESENTING SPONSOR

GOLD

ON TURNER ST AT CESAR CHAVEZ AVE IN OLD TOWN LANSING

P R O D U C E D  B Y
FOUNDING SPONSOR

MICA BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

FOUNDING SPONSORPRODUCED BY

Visit our current 
exhibition 

ScrapFest Art Show

1210 Turner St

Events Coordinator
Melissa Marciniak

P R O D U C E D  B Y
FOUNDING SPONSOR

Matthew Anderson
Staci Garcia-Nagel
Carol Hildebrand
Marcus Jefferson

Elyse Ribbons 
Dan Templin
Terry Terry

Lisa Whiting Dobson
Joe Winkiel

*Program subject to change
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Come explore a historical global con�ict through a local lens.

ON DISPLAY
THROUGH

OCTOBER 3, 2025

MSU MAIN LIBRARY
366 West Circle Drive, 

East Lansing, MI 48824

OPENING RECEPTION
with the Greater Lansing Historical Society

FRIDAY, AUGUST 8, 3:00–4:30 P.M.

   A Campus and a War:
Michigan State University and Vietnam

Libraries

relentless groove, an irresistible vibe 
and a wraparound wall of sound — 
a different set of skills from jazz. He 
welcomed the chance to mix that ex-
perience with his own virtuoso piano 
abilities and improvisational skills.

Bassist Ben Chilbert had a similar 
musical arc as a member of Haewa, 
a dreamy New York jam band, and a 
live EDM band called RootsCollider.

Mercurial, inventive and proudly 
Italian drummer Marco Cirigliano 
was an early bloomer. He went on 
tour at age 19 with the rapper Nelly, 
playing arenas up and down the West 
Coast and in the United Kingdom.

“He had a lot of awesome experi-
ences in what we call ‘Olympic-style 
drumming’ right out of the gate,” 
Lindner said.

It’s getting harder for the trio to pin 
Cirigliano down as his star rises in the 
music world. This summer, he toured 
Europe with the phenomenal Indian 
bassist, vocalist and composer Mohini 
Dey.

“He’s putting himself on the map, 

and that helps Pickle Mafia, too,” 
Lindner said. “It’s a wonderful thing 
that we have all these different back-
grounds, and we can come together 
and make it even better.”

The three came together in 2019, 
when Lindner was burning out from 
running multiple projects and wanted 
to concentrate on his own group, the 
Charlie Lindner Trio.

But rather than play second and 
third bananas to Lindner, Cirigliano 
and Chilbert persuaded him to forge 
a three-pronged, original sound, roll-
ing out brand new compositions and 
fresh takes on jazz, R&B, pop and 
even classical standards.

“I told them, ‘Go do whatever the 
hell you want,’” Lindner said. “That 
was a free ticket for Marco. We’ll play 
the same song five different times, 
and the drumbeat might be complete-
ly different every time. At first, it re-
ally threw me off, but then I got used 
to it.”

A top-shelf videographer filmed 28 
videos that showcased the trio’s musi-
cianship, humor and obvious mutual 
rapport, achieving tens of thousands 
of views in a few short weeks.

The group’s name was inspired by 
Lindner’s side gig — making pickles 

— and Cirigliano’s Italian heritage.
During the pandemic, pickle mak-

ing helped keep Lindner afloat.
“We made all these flavors — garlic 

dill, habanero mango,” Linder said. 
“We ended up selling thousands of 
dollars’ worth of pickles, very under-
ground. I almost got in trouble for it.”

The trio gelled during a grueling 
grind of gigs in upstate New York.

“We did so many tours in the Ad-
irondacks, we did weddings, small 
bars where they didn’t even appre-
ciate what we were doing,” he said. 
That’s where the Ariana Grande cov-
ers, “Free Bird” sing-alongs, “Star 
Wars” interludes and other surprise 
sprinkles started to appear.

“I stopped selling us as a jazz band,” 
Lindner said.

One night, the trio did an entire set 
of electronic dance music, with vocal 
samples. It took Lindner right back to 
his Manhattan Project days.

“I thought, ‘I have a band that can 
literally do everything,’” he marveled. 

Lindner escaped a tangle with the 
New York Health Department in 
2022 when he reconnected with his 
first love and high school sweetheart, 
Sue George.

She persuaded him to move to Cal-

ifornia, where she lives, and seek his 
fortune there.

The move was felicitous for Lindner 
and the trio for more than one reason.

“When the Health Department 
called, I said, ‘No, no, I got married 
and moved to California. I don’t sell 
pickles anymore,’” Lindner said.

Meanwhile, the Pickle Mafia quickly 
became established in the Santa Cruz 
area, conquering Ventura, San Diego 
and Los Angeles and scoring big with 
a superb double-disc live album, “Live 
at the Kuumbwa Jazz Center.”

Lindner began to make even bolder 
and more unexpected musical choic-
es, like relaxing into “Clair de Lune” 
in the middle of a frenetic jazz tune.

“I started playing a lot of senior liv-
ing centers out here in California as 
kind of a therapy for me and to help 
people out,” he said. “I started learn-
ing a lot more material from across 
different genres. It’s fun for me to 
kind of sneak it in.”

In 2022, Pickle Mafia made a ma-
fia-style move, muscling its way out of 
its New York and Pennsylvania turf by 
sending videos to several promising 
venues in the Midwest and beyond, 

Pickle Mafia
from page 12

New York-based trio Pickle Mafia (keyboardist Charlie Lindner, bassist Ben Chilbert and drummer Marco Cirigliano) mounts with glee every musical hobbyhorse in the stable, from 
John Coltrane to Hans Zimmer to Claude Debussy.

See Pickle Mafia, Page 18
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
There’s no shortcut to the mountain-

top where Traverse City-based pianist 
and composer Jeff Haas finds himself 
these days.

At 76, Haas is seeing his life’s work 
and fondest dreams come to fruition in 
a grand confluence he always hoped for 
but never dared to expect.

Haas has always believed that music 
can make a difference in the world. Each 
member of the top-flight quintet he’ll 
bring to JazzFest on Friday shares that 
vision.

“They’re musicians and social workers, 
people who lead with their hearts and 
use the music to send a message of love 
and understanding,” Haas said.

Make no mistake. You don’t need to 
cut a millimeter of musical slack for leg-
endary Detroit bassist Marion Hayden, 
coruscating Michigan State Universi-
ty trumpeter Anthony Stanco, veteran 
drummer Sean Dobbins and longtime 
Haas bandmate Laurie Sears, a saxo-
phonist and flutist, just because they’re 
Haas-y humanitarians. They’re among 
the best of the best.

But you can hear the love in Haas’ mu-
sic, a unique blend of jazz, classical and 
Jewish influences that reflect his back-
ground growing up in Detroit as the son 
of longtime radio host Karl Haas.

“I grew up with that shit,” Haas said 
with a laugh. “I grew up with my father 
saying music can heal the world.”

After more than 50 years of making 
music, often struggling with self-doubt 
and the long shadow of his famous, jazz-
averse father, Haas is finding his life bus-
ier and more meaningful than 
ever.

The quintet is at its peak, 
still pulling magic out of their 
bottomless bags in response to 
Haas’ incisive, often tricky-to-
play compositions.

When he’s not touring with the quin-
tet, Haas books the classical, jazz and 
world music performers for a world-
class, 180-seat jazz venue, The Alluvion, 
that he helped to build. Haas is one of 
three partners running the venue, which 
has become a community hub in Tra-
verse City and draws a diverse array of 
local artists as well as big stars like Kurt 
Elling and Danilo Pérez (coming to The 
Alluvion Sept. 13).

“I’m full of gratitude every day,” Haas 

said. “It’s been an inspiring, satisfying 
and fruitful period in my life. There’s so 
much going on musically, and I’m work-
ing harder than I’ve ever worked in my 
life.”

Most importantly, the project dearest 
to his heart, Building Bridges 
with Music, is finally on a firm 
financial footing.

Under the 30-year-old pro-
gram’s auspices, Haas and the 
members of his quintet have 
visited hundreds of elementary, 
middle and high schools across 

Michigan, using the unique give and take 
of jazz and their personal stories of deal-
ing with bullying, self-doubt and preju-
dice to show the value of tolerance, love 
and simply listening to each other.

Now, with the firm support of com-
mitted donors, Haas has a staff of “one 
and a half people.” The workshops are 
developed in tandem with an expert in 
early childhood development and a mu-
sic therapist.

The program’s hand-to-mouth days 
are over. To Haas’ delight, a legacy com-
mittee is in place and is even planning 
future growth, including an animated 
video version of the program featuring 
cute cartoon versions of Haas, Hayden, 
Stanco and the rest.

“I was flying solo for the first 25 years,” 
Haas said. “It’s such a godsend to have 
the support and inspiration of people 
who believe in this program.”

After a hiatus during the pandemic, 
the program is moving back into school 
districts around the state, including In-
gham County.

“It doesn’t cost the schools anything,” 
Haas said. “It’s totally self-funded.”

Haas places the Building Bridges with 
Music program at the center of his per-
sonal and musical philosophy.

“It’s the idea that music can open peo-
ple’s hearts and minds to a discussion 
about open-mindedness and respect,” he 
said.

As a composer, Haas is more comfort-

able and confident than ever.
“I won’t kid you. When I first started 

writing in my mid-20s and 30s, I strug-
gled finding my voice,” he admitted.

Haas credits the late, great Detroit jazz 
trumpeter Marcus Belgrave, a mentor 
and member of his quintet through the 
1990s, with helping him find that voice.

“Whether it’s a Judaic influence, a fu-
sion influence, a funk influence or what-
ever, it just feels organic,” he said. “My 
dad always told me to surround myself 
with great musicians, and I’ve done that 
all my life. To have great musicians em-
brace my tunes and make them their 
own is beyond anything I could imagine.”

No one is more surprised at this grand 
confluence than Haas himself.

“I didn’t expect to be here at 76, let 
alone thriving,” he said. “I’m like many 
people of my generation. I went to Wood-
stock. I took bad acid. I made some bad 
decisions along the way, and here I am 
to talk about them. I’m beyond grateful, 
man.”

including Lansing’s UrbanBeat.
The trio slipped neatly into the 

venue’s eclectic roster of regulars as if 
they’d been playing there for years.

“They gave us a chance on a Thurs-
day night, and we started to grow a 
nice fan base in Lansing,” Lindner said.

In August 2022, the trio played 
JazzFest for the first time. 

“It’s been awesome,” Lindner said. 
“We keep coming back, and the people 
have been wonderful and very sup-
portive.”

Despite the trio’s obvious musical 
talents, some jazz venues still turn 
them away, perhaps fearing damage 
from flying pineapples, but the aca-
demic jazz world is taking notice.

“Francis Marion University in South 
Carolina flew us down to teach master-
classes and perform, and I thought it 
was really cool that they were embrac-

ing a new aspect of jazz,” Lindner said.
People still ask him about pickles, 

though.
“We don’t do that anymore,” he said. 

“Although we did bring pickles to Lan-
sing once and passed the jar around. 
Maybe I’ll get the pickle business legiti-
mized, but I’m way too busy right now.”

Pickle Mafia
from page 17

Jeff Haas: The age of confluence

Jeff Haas 
Quintet
7:30 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 1
South Stage

 Courtesy photo

Traverse City-based pianist and composer Jeff Haas brings a stellar quintet to JazzFest on Friday. From left: saxophonist 
Laurie Sears, Haas, bassist Marion Hayden, drummer Tariq Gardner and trumpeter Anthony Stanco. At JazzFest, Detroit-
based drummer Sean Dobbins will fill in for Gardner.
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By BILL CASTANIER
Two new Michigan-centric books are 

the kind you will pull off the shelf just 
to look at. You will turn to a page and 
go, “Wow.” Then you will want to show 
what you found to someone else.

Both are composed of photographs, 
but one looks at the natural beauty of 
the Great Lakes, while the other focuses 
on the built environment.

“The Third Coast,” published by 
Northwestern University Press, with a 
foreword by Michigan writer Jerry Den-
nis, showcases the beauty of the Great 
Lakes across two countries, numerous 
states and four seasons. The photos are 
by David Zurick, who grew up in a small 
town on Lake Hu-
ron.

The book takes 
an unusual look at 
the lakes, designat-
ing specific seasons 
to each one: win-
ter photographs 
are from Superior, 
spring photographs 
are from Michi-
gan, summer pho-
tographs are from 
Erie and Ontario, 
and autumn pho-
tographs are from 
Huron.

Dennis takes a 
philosophical ap-
proach to his fore-
word, recounting 
his life enjoying 
the lakes, worrying 
about their future 
and being elated over 
their rebirth, as well as noting the chal-
lenges they face in the modern world.

He briefly describes using a telescope 
to watch freighters from foreign coun-
tries ply the Great Lakes and, with can-
dor, tells us why we should worry about 
their future. He believes the greatest 
threat to the Great Lakes is “anything 
that causes us to turn our backs, become 
cynical, lose hope.”

He finishes, “What David Zurick 
clearly knows: There’s a soul to this 
place, and it touches our souls.” Read-
ers will be struck by beautiful photo-
graphs of waterfront locations like the 
snow-covered cottages of Chippewa 
County and the desolate lighthouse at 
Whitefish Point.

The photos of spring on Lake Mich-
igan take you to the Holland tulip fes-
tival and the sand dunes of Benzie 
County. Some of the photographs will 
make you belly laugh, like the statue of 
JoLean the Uniroyal Gal in Northport 

or the odd pirates at a miniature golf 
course in Emmet County. Some photo-
graphs will warm your heart, like a Lab-
rador swimming in the glass-like water 
in Frankfort.

Fall finds Lake Huron in transition, 
and the photographs are enchanting. If 
you grew up anywhere near Huron like I 
did, you will immediately be pulled into 
the beauty of the Thumb. Memories will 
flood back. The photo of giant piles of 
sugar beets waiting to be processed in 
Sebewaing, for instance, will remind 
you of grabbing one to take to school for 
show and tell, a rite of passage repeated 
every year.

In his afterword, Zurick writes, “The 
lake has never left me. In significant 

ways, I became the 
person I am because 
of it. Whenever I visit 
my hometown, I head 
to the water.” Millions 
of Michiganders know 
that feeling, myself in-
cluded.

“ C o n t e m p o r a r y 
Michigan: Iconic Hous-
es at the Epicenter of 
Modernism,” by Peter 
Forguson, grabs and 
holds you in a similar 
way. When some peo-
ple think of modern-
ism, they think of big 
cities or the West Coast, 
but this new book and 
its astounding photog-
raphy will change your 
mind about that trope.

Forguson takes you 
into 70 homes in Mich-
igan that were designed 

by leading modernist architects, includ-
ing Frank Lloyd Wright, Eliel Saarinen, 
Alden B. Dow, Gunnar Birkerts, Richard 
Meier, Ludwig Mies van der Rohe and 
many others. You will be surprised to 
find that some of these homes are in our 
own backyard. For example, the Charles 
and Grace Bachman House in East Lan-
sing was designed by Dow. The Larry 
& Faylene Owen House, also in East 
Lansing, was designed by Irving Toboc-
man. The Goetsch-Winckler House in 
Okemos was designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright. 

Each home is represented by a three-
to-four-page spread highlighting the 
interiors and exterior. The furnishings 
and art are almost as spectacular as the 
houses themselves. Forguson’s skills as 
a photographer are on full display, es-
pecially since the interiors of homes are 
challenging to photograph. 

This is Forguson’s second book on 
modernist architecture. The other, “De-

troit Modern: 1935-1985,” is more than 
worth your time. I’d also recommend the 
excellent books “Alexander Girard, Ar-

chitect,” by Deborah Lubera Kawsky, and 
“Mid-Michigan Modern,” by East Lan-
sing art historian Susan Bandes.

Courtesy photo

Photographer David Zurick takes an unusu-
al look at the natural beauty of the Great 
Lakes in his new book, “The Third Coast,” 
designating specific seasons to each one.

Courtesy photo

 Landscape designer Peter Forguson pos-
es for a photo during an interview with 
WXYZ-TV Detroit about his two books on 
modernist architecture, “Detroit Modern: 
1935-1985” and “Contemporary Michigan.”

Scan this QR Code to 
get your FREE pass!

Lansing.org

Discover more and spend less 
with the FREE Lansing 
Experience Pass!

Download your digital pass to 
access over $100 in savings
as you check into dozens of 
attractions throughout the 
region.

From hands-on museums to 
outdoor adventures—check in, 
save, and make the most of 
your visit.

New books provide a double whammy of stunning photography



20	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 City Pulse • July 30, 2025

ARIES (March 21-April 19): For many bamboo 
species, nothing visible happens for years 
after the seeds are sown. Beneath the surface, 
though, the plants are developing an extensive 
underground root system. This is referred to 
as the “sleep” or “creep” phase. Once the 
preparatory work is finished, the above-ground 
growth explodes, adding as much as three feet of 
stalk per day. Dear Aries, I sense you have been 
following a similar pattern. Soon, you will launch 
a phase of vigorous evolution and expansion. It 
might feel unsettling at first, but I predict you will 
come to adore it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You are very close 
to uncovering interesting information about 
yourself — some new, some forgotten. But you 
will have to be brave and strategic to actually find 
it. If you manage to pull off this demanding but 
not impossible trick, a series of breakthroughs 
may stream your way. Like what? Here are the 
possibilities. 1. A distorted self-image will fade. 2. 
An adversary’s hex will dissolve. 3. An inhibition 
will subside, freeing you to unite with a fun asset. 
4. You will knock down a barrier that has been so 
insidious that you didn’t know how strong it was.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In medieval music, 
“organum” refers to passages that feature two 
voices. One sings long, sustained notes, and the 
other performs intricate, faster-moving melodic 
lines above them. This is an apt metaphor for 
the roles I invite you to take on in the coming 
weeks, Gemini: both the drone and the melody. 
One way to do it is to hold steady in one realm 
as you improvise in another. Another is to offer 
your allies doses of stability and inspirational 
dreams. Welcome the duality! You are capable of 
both deep-rooted rhythm and visionary risk, both 
fortifying truth and playful fun. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Cancerian author Ernest 
Hemingway had a reputation for bravado, but 
he was adept at wielding the protective, self-
nourishing skills your sign is renowned for. He was 
sensitive about his works in progress, refusing to 
discuss unfinished stories. He understood that 
raw creative energy needed to be sheltered 
from kibitzing until it could stand on its own. 
“The first draft of anything is shit,” he said, but 
he also knew that defending the right to write 
that mediocre first draft was essential for him 
to thrive. Hemingway’s ability to channel his 
emotional vulnerability into moving prose came 
from establishing firm boundaries around his 
generative process. I recommend you do all that 
good stuff in the coming weeks, dear Cancerian.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): In ancient China and Greece, 
the lion was not the king of beasts but the 
guardian of gates. The threshold keeper. The one 
who asked, “Are you ready?” Now is a good time 
to bring this aspect of leonine symbolism to your 
attention. You may soon feel a surge of leadership 
radiance, but not necessarily the stage-
commanding kind. It will be more like priest and 
priestess energy. Gatekeeper presence. People 
and situations in your orbit are on the verge of 
transformation, and you can be a midwife to their 
transitions — not by fixing or moralizing but by 
witnessing. So, I invite you to hold space. Ask 
potent questions. Be the steady presence ready 
to serve as a catalyst.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The love fakers and 
promise breakers and delusion makers are no 
fun, but I think you will ultimately be grateful they 
helped you clarify your goals. The reverse healers 
and idea stealers and greedy feelers are perilous 
to your peace of mind in the short run, but they 
will eventually motivate you to create more 
rigorous protections for your heart, health and 
stability. In conclusion, Virgo, it’s one of those odd 
times when people with less than pure intentions 
and high integrity can be valuable teachers.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The Svalbard Global Seed 
Vault is built into a Norwegian mountain near the 
Arctic. It’s humanity’s backup garden. It stores 

over a million seed varieties from all over the 
world, serving as a safeguard for biodiversity. 
In accordance with astrological omens, Libra, 
I invite you to imagine yourself as resembling a 
seed vault. What valuable capacities are you 
saving up for the future? Are there treasures you 
contain that will ensure your long-term stability 
and security? Which of your potentials need to 
get extra nurturing? Bonus: Now is a good time 
to consider whether you should activate any of 
these promises.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): There’s a myth in Gnostic 
traditions that Sophia, the goddess of divine 
wisdom, split herself apart and dispersed into 
the material world. She became embedded in 
every stone, plant and drop of blood. And she’s 
still here, murmuring truth from within every part 
of the material world. In Sophia’s spirit, Scorpio, 
here is your message: Wisdom isn’t elsewhere. 
It’s embedded in your body, in your grief, in the 
wood grain of your table and the ache behind 
your eyes. More than ever, you have a mandate 
to celebrate this gift. So, for now, refrain from 
thinking that spirituality is about transcendence 
and ascendance. Instead, greet the sacred in the 
dust and mud. Listen for Sophia in the ordinary. 
She speaks in sighs and sparks, not sermons.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): When I do tours to 
promote the books I write, the range of encounters 
can be wide. On one trip, over 300 people came 
to see me at a bookstore in New York City. They 
listened raptly, posed interesting questions and 
bought 71 books. In Atlanta, three days later, I 
was greeted by nine semi-interested people at a 
small store in a strip mall. They purchased three 
books. But I gave equal amounts of energy at both 
gigs. The crowd in Atlanta got my best, as did the 
audience in New York. I invite you to regard me 
as a role model, Sagittarius. Proceed as if every 
experience deserves your brightest offerings. 
Express yourself with panache, no matter what 
the surroundings are. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): In ancient Egyptian 
cosmology, “ka” is the vital essence and the 
double of a person that lives on after death. But it 
also walks beside you while you live. It drinks, eats 
and dreams. It is both you and more than you. 
Dear Capricorn, I invite you to tune in to your ka 
in the coming days, as well as any other spiritual 
presences that serve you and nourish you. Be 
alert for visitations from past selves, forgotten 
longings and future visions that feel eerily familiar. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): “Dear Rob Brezsny: I 
wonder what you are like in person. Sometimes 
I get a Gen X vibe, like you wear vintage T-shirts 
from obscure bands, are skeptical but not cynical 
and remember life before the internet but are 
tech savvy. Other times, you seem like a weird 
time traveler visiting us from 2088. It’s confusing! 
Are you trying to be a mystery? When’s your 
next public appearance? I want to meet you. — 
Aquarian Explorer.” Dear Aquarian: I’m glad I’m a 
riddle to you. As long as I avoid being enmeshed in 
people’s expectations and projections, I maintain 
my freedom to be my authentic self, even as I 
continually reinvent my authentic self. By the way, 
I recommend you adopt my attitude in the coming 
weeks.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In Norse mythology, the 
god Odin plucked out one of his eyes and hung 
himself upside down from the World Tree for nine 
days. Why would he do such a thing? The ancient 
stories tell us this act of self-sacrifice earned 
him the right to learn the secret of the runes, 
which held the key to magic, fate and wisdom. 
You don’t need to make a sacrifice anywhere 
near that dramatic, Pisces. But I do suspect you 
are primed for a comparable process. What 
discomfort are you willing to endure for the sake 
of revelation? What illusions must you give up to 
see more clearly? I dare you to engage in an inner 
realignment that brings metamorphosis but not 
martyrdom.

Jonesin' Crossword                                         By Matt Jones

“Spoiler: Free” -- 
another themeless 
for what ails you.
by Matt Jones
© 2025 Matt Jones

ACROSS
1. Nickelodeon 
character with a 
heartbreaking viral 
video in which he 
finds out his show has 
been canceled
9. Side, back, 
cottage, and jowl, e.g.
15. Match
16. Music genre that 
fits in with Hot Topic
17. Slowpokes
18. Cold sore 
treatment brand
19. “The Westing 
Game” author Raskin
20. Tucked in before 
bed?
22. Battle of Hastings 
region
24. Brown, e.g.
25. Pit
26. Ltd., across the 
Chunnel
27. Order
29. Guinea pig 
lookalikes
30. ___ Octavius 
(“Spider-Man” villain)
32. Navel scraping?
34. Bridge 
component
36. Title seventeen-
year-old on Broadway
39. Low-quality 
images?
43. Tricked
44. Macron’s head
45. Night sch. course, 
maybe
46. It comes before 
a fall
47. Prefix meaning 10 
to the 18th power
48. Match single 
socks again
51. Singer-songwriter, 

e.g.
54. Aleppo’s country
55. Invader of the 
Roman Empire
56. Abstainer’s 
mantra
58. Group of infected 
computers
59. Like many half-
courses
60. Most distant point
61. Like some 
livestock

DOWN
1. “Wrecking Crew” 
guitarist Tommy 
(whose surname 
means “German” in 
Italian)
2. Capital of the 
territory featured 
in Netflix’s “North of 
North” (2025)
3. { }, mathematically
4. Certain locks
5. “So Wrong” singer 
Patsy

6. Rush, quaintly
7. Caldecott Medal 
winner ___ Jack 
Keats
8. First-come, first-
served arrangement, 
maybe
9. Like suspicious 
eyes
10. Prefix with valent
11. Diversion where 
the walls may have 
ears?
12. Easy area to pass 
to, in hockey
13. Devotional periods
14. Lean to the 
extreme
21. 50-50 shot
23. Nelson Mandela’s 
native tongue
28. 1990s tennis star 
___ Sánchez Vicario
29. Montblanc 
product
31. “Lecture ___” 
(John Cage text first 
delivered in 1950)

33. Irretrievable item
35. Actor Philip of 
“Kung Fu”
36. “Wicked: For 
Good” character
37. Elite
38. Get comfortable 
with
40. Discover
41. Small opening 
where spores are 
released
42. Like some skirts 
or slacks
47. On the maternal 
side
49. Twisty curves
50. They’re hard to 
believe
52. Former Ozzy 
Osbourne guitarist 
Jake ___
53. Bahrain ruler
57. “De ___ Vez” 
(Selena Gomez 
single)

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)    	       Answers on page 25

SUDOKU	 Advanced

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                         July 30-Aug. 5, 2025
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Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow Urgent 
Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. cmialanon.
org.

“Alluring Nature” - An exhibition by the En Plein 
Air Mid-Michigan group, which visits parks and 
gardens to render the alluring beauty of the nat-
ural world. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. 
Grand River Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.

Art Among Friends Exhibition - Group exhibition by 
artists Pat Singer, Francie Dittrich, Eldon Case, 
Rebecca Case and Juanita Baldwin. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James Couzens 
Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. shopbfm.org.

Bookend Gallery Display - Lezlee Worthington is 
sharing several of her fiber arts works with an 
outdoor theme through the end of the month. 
Noon-6 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., 
Haslett. cadl.org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Community Game Night - Join us for a laid-back 
game night at Middle Village, featuring board 
and card games, food, refreshments, music and 
20% off all purchases. 5-7 p.m. 215 S. Washington 
Square, Lansing. facebook.com/TheShopsAtMid-
dleVillage.

Charlotte Summer Concerts on the Square: 
Charlotte Acoustic Fest - We have several bands 
playing, so come out and enjoy this extra evening 
of fun! Free. 5 p.m. Courthouse Square, 100 W. 

Lawrence Ave., Charlotte. facebook.com/char-
lottechamberofcommerce.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or any 
other portable craft project and immerse yourself 
in an evening of creativity, conversation and com-
munity. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., 
Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

DeWitt Concerts in the Park: Darin Larner Band 
(variety) - Free. 7 p.m. Riverside Park, 315 S. 
Bridge St., DeWitt. dewittareacc.org. 

Dimondale Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. Village 
Square, 136 N. Bridge St., Dimondale. facebook.
com/dimondalefarmersmarket.

East Lansing Kiwanis Community Band Summer 
Pops Concert - Enjoy the sounds of summer with 
this free performance. Bring blankets or lawn 
chairs. Kids are welcome! 7 p.m. Hawk Nest Park, 
526 Buteo Drive, East Lansing. k03414.site.kiwanis.
org.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Grand Concert Series: Tony Thompson & Friends 
(funk/Motown) - Free. 6 p.m. Lansing Center 
riverfront plaza, 333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
facebook.com/GrandConcertSeries.

Grand Ledge Music in the Park: Root Doctor (blues), 
opener Taylor Taylor - Free. 7 p.m. Jaycee Park, 
525 E. River St., Grand Ledge. grandledgecham-
ber.com/music_in_the_park.php.

Wednesday, July 30 
Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

Allen Farmers Market - Craft vendor: C.A. Risk 
Art. Live music by Marina T Music. 3-6:30 p.m. 
Allen Neighborhood Center, 1629 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing. allenneighborhoodcenter.org/allen-farm-
ers-market.

“Alluring Nature” - An exhibition by the En Plein Air 
Mid-Michigan group, which visits parks and gardens 
to render the alluring beauty of the natural world. 10 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River 
Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.

Art Among Friends Exhibition - Group exhibition 
by artists Pat Singer, Francie Dittrich, Eldon Case, 
Rebecca Case and Juanita Baldwin. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.
org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Ballet for Teens & Adults - 10-week class. 6 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Bingo - Every Wednesday. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. 
Bingo cafe 5 p.m. Early bird 6 p.m. Eaton Rapids Se-
nior Center, 201 Grand St., Eaton Rapids. facebook.
com/EatonRapidsSeniorCenter.

Bookend Gallery Display - Lezlee Worthington is 
sharing several of her fiber arts works with an out-
door theme through the end of the month. Noon-4 
p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.
org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Broadway Jazz Dance for Teens & Adults - 10-week 
class, meets biweekly. 7:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhal-
acenter.com.

Create Like a Famous Artist - Make art inspired by 
the work of French painter Georges Seurat and 
Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama! We’ll learn a bit about 
the artists before we start creating. 3 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

JazzFest Michigan Kickoff Concert – Featuring per-
formances by Tom Duffield and Eli Howell. Free. 6 
p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. micharts.
org/jazzfest-about.

Lansing Concerts in the Park: Grupo Dezeo (Tejano) - 
Free. 7 p.m. Wilson Park, 3801 Wilson Ave., Lansing. 
lansingmi.gov/994/Concerts-in-the-Park.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - Whether you’re expe-
rienced or just starting out, the stage is open to all. 
Not a performer? Enjoy dinner, drinks and live music. 
No cover, all ages welcome. 6-9 p.m. UrbanBeat, 
1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Lansing Lugnuts vs. Cedar Rapids Kernels - Game 
highlight 1: Nuts Day Off — In true Ferris Bueller 
fashion, we’re giving away Lugnuts hockey jerseys to 
the first 1,000 fans. Game highlight 2: Every Wednes-
day home game, dogs are welcome at Jackson 
Field. 1:05 p.m. 505 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. milb.
com/lansing.

Meridian Summer Concert Series: Last One Out (va-
riety) - Free. 6:30 p.m. Marketplace on the Green, 
1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos. meridian.mi.us.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

Mission Backpack - Now through Aug. 7, Catholic 
Charities IEC is collecting backpacks and school 
supplies to support local families through Mission 
Backpack. For a list of needed items and drop-
off locations, visit catholiccharitiesiec.org/mis-
sion-backpack.

MSU Summer Carillon Concert Series - Rowan Shih, 
a rising senior at the University of Chicago, crafts 
a four-part journey of inspiration and imagination, 
featuring works by Piazzolla, Hisaishi and beloved 
music from “The Wizard of Oz.” Free. 6 p.m. 
Beaumont Tower, 375 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
music.msu.edu.

One Big Beautiful Bill Act: Tax Impacts for Individu-
als - Join Maner Costerisan experts Jen Danko and 
Nate Johnson as they break down the most import-
ant OBBBA updates and what they mean for you. 10 
a.m. Virtual — register at manercpa.com/events.

Patio Party at UrbanBeat - Join us every Wednes-
day-Friday from 5-7 p.m. for live music, dinner and 
drinks on our patio in the heart of Old Town. No cov-
er! 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Portland Sounds of Summer Concert Series: Clique 
Vocals (jazz) - Free. 7 p.m. Red Mill Pavilion, 450 
N. Water St., Portland. facebook.com/MiPortland-
Downtown.

Rummage and Bake Sale - Sale will feature a large 
variety of items, as well as baked goods. 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Lansing Liederkranz Club, 5828 S. Pennsylva-
nia Ave., Lansing. facebook.com/LansingLieder-
kranzClub.

St. Johns Concerts in the Park - Wilson Thicket 
has the soul of an Appalachian string band, but 
there’s much more to this Thicket than a patch of 
bluegrass! Free. 7 p.m. St. Johns City Park, 801 W. 
Park St., St. Johns. facebook.com/StJohnsCityPark-
PerformanceShell. 

Summer Strings Rehearsal - MSU Community 
Music School’s summer adult orchestra. Open 
to all adults. You should know the basics of your 
instrument and be able to read some music. 7 p.m. 
4930 Hagadorn Road, East Lansing. cmsaemusic.
weebly.com. 

Wheel of the Year: Lammas and Sacrifice - Join 
us online or in person every Wednesday for 
discussions, rituals, meditations and more! 6 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Wine Down Wednesday - Enjoy $1 off glasses of 
wine all day! Come wine down with us! Noon-7 p.m. 
Burgdorf’s Winery, 4212 E. Holt Road, Webberville. 
facebook.com/wine.burgdorfs.

Thursday, July 31 
Aaron Johnson Live at Cleats Bar & Grille - 6:30-
9:30 p.m. 5801 N. Aurelius Road, Lansing. 517-574-
4008. cleatsbarandgrille.com.

Acting Scene Study Class - 10-week class, meets bi-
weekly. Ages 12-adult. 6:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ru-
halacenter.com.
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 22

Ingham County Fair
Noon-10 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 30-Saturday, Aug. 2

Ingham County Fairgrounds
700 E. Ash St., Mason

Attendees of all ages will find some-
thing to enjoy at the Ingham County 
Fair, from carnival rides and games to 
classic fair food, animal exhibits, live-
stock sales and beloved grandstand 
events.

Saturday brings the annual Multicul-
tural Day, featuring a diversity-focused 
vendor market and musical and dance 
performances by groups such as the 
Habibi Dancers, Greater Lansing Area 
Ballet Folklorico, El Ballet Folklórico 
Estudiantil, Children’s Ballet Theatre 
and Global Village.

Grandstand events include wres-
tling tonight, a rodeo on Thursday, an 
ATV show on Friday and motocross on 
Saturday.

Admission is free for infants, $7 
for children ages 2 to 12 and seniors 
62 and older, and $10 for teens and 
adults. Grandstand tickets range from $8 to $20 and include admission to 
the fair. Ride tickets are $1.50 each or 50 for $60, with the option to pur-
chase an unlimited-ride wristband for $30 today through Friday and $35 
Saturday.

For more information or to purchase tickets, visit fair.ingham.org.
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love, the pains of Catholic guilt and, ultimately, the 
power of family. 7:30 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. 
Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

JazzFest Michigan - Experience four days of soulful 
music in historic Old Town, from local legends to 
national talent. 5:30 p.m.-midnight. micharts.org/
jazzfest-about.

Lake Lansing Bandshell Concert Series: Roadside 
Attraction (party band), opener Ron St. Germain 
- Kids can enjoy big-wheel tricycles at the tricycle 
track, a bounce house and a giant inflatable slide! 
Free. 6 p.m. 1621 Pike St., Haslett. facebook.com/
Lakelansingbandshell.

Lansing Lugnuts vs. Cedar Rapids Kernels - Game 
highlights: Lawrence Butler bobblehead giveaway 
and LAFCU fireworks. 7:05 p.m. Jackson Field, 505 
E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. milb.com/lansing.

Messy Play Day - Kids can play with chalk, bubbles, 
goop, squirt bottles, big trucks, mud and more. 
Different activities each week throughout August. 
2-4 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org. 

Moonlight Movies: “The Princess Bride” - Bring blan-
kets and chairs and enjoy a family movie under the 
stars! Popcorn will be available for donation. 9 p.m. 
Veterans Memorial Gardens, 2074 N. Aurelius Road, 
Holt. delhitownshipmi.gov/402/Community-Events.

Open Old-Time Jam | First Friday of Every Month 
- Join the legendary Mike Ross for an old-time-
centric jam. Even if you don’t play, feel free to listen 
along! 5-6:30 p.m. Elderly Instruments, 1100 N. 
Washington Ave., Lansing. elderly.com/collections/
events.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Movement with Vitality - 
Free exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. 
Caregivers are welcome to participate if space 
permits. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. 
lapsg.org.

Parkour for Littles at AL!VE - You and your little 
one will learn to safely maneuver obstacles using 
the whole body. Build strength, balance, focus and 
problem-solving skills after listening to related 
stories. Ages 2-6. 10 a.m. 800 W. Lawrence Ave., 
Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Patio Party at UrbanBeat - Join us every Wednes-
day-Friday from 5-7 p.m. for live music, dinner and 
drinks on our patio in the heart of Old Town. No 

cover! 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.
com.

Receive Conference: Laura Lynn Ministries - Con-
ference will include a time of worship, teaching on 
how to receive, a special guest speaker, powerful 
prayer time and much more. All are welcome. 
7-9:30 p.m. House of Prayer, 9974 Old M-78, Haslett. 
lauralynnministries.com.

River Walk Trash Cleanup - Join us in caring for the 
Earth and her waterways by picking up trash along 
the Lansing River Trail and the areas around our 
building! 11 a.m.-noon. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Rummage and Bake Sale - Sale will feature a 
large variety of items, as well as baked goods. 
9 a.m.-noon. Lansing Liederkranz Club, 5828 S. 
Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. facebook.com/Lansin-
gLiederkranzClub.

Saturday, Aug. 2 
“Alluring Nature” - An exhibition by the En Plein Air 
Mid-Michigan group, which visits parks and gar-
dens to render the alluring beauty of the natural 
world. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. 
Grand River Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.

Art Among Friends Exhibition - Group exhibition by 
artists Pat Singer, Francie Dittrich, Eldon Case, 
Rebecca Case and Juanita Baldwin. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Ben Awrey Live at Dublin Square - 9-11 p.m. 327 
Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-351-2222. facebook.
com/dublinsquare.

Billy Joe Hunt Live on the Patio at Summerlands 
Brewing Co. - 5-8 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. face-
book.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Cocaine Anonymous Meeting - “We are here and we 
are free.” 10 a.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 
6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing.

DIY Sensory Lab at Charlotte Community Library - 
Dig your hands into some do-it-yourself sensory 
projects. We’ll make edible paint, bouncy balls, 
cloud dough and glitter sensory bottles. Reg-
istration req. Grades 3-12. Noon-2 p.m. 226 S. 
Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org. 

Holt Music in the Garden: Itchycoo Park (‘60s-‘70s 
rock) - Free. 7 p.m. Veterans Memorial Gar-
dens, 2074 Aurelius Road, Holt. delhitownshipmi.
gov/402/Community-Events.

Improv Acting for Teens & Adults - 10-week class, 
meets biweekly. 8 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhala-
center.com.

“Incident at Our Lady of Perpetual Help” - This wild 
and tender comedy explores the foolishness of 
first love, the pains of Catholic guilt and, ultimately, 
the power of family. 2 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.
org.

JazzFest Michigan KidzBeat Fundraiser - Featuring 
performances by Ann Bell and the AWD jazz 
band. 6 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 
micharts.org/jazzfest-about.

Laingsburg Music in the Park: Madison Olivia 
(country) - Open mic at 6 p.m., main act starts at 
7 p.m. Free. McClintock Park, 299 McClintock St., 
Laingsburg. laingsburgbusiness.org/music-in-the-
park-1.

Lansing Lugnuts vs. Cedar Rapids Kernels - Game 
highlight: learn about and celebrate the legacy and 
impact of Motown with specialty jerseys, themed 
promotions and more. 7:05 p.m. Jackson Field, 
505 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. milb.com/lansing.

Live & Eclectic, with Craig Hendershott - Enjoy 
acoustic renditions of classic rock hits, deep cuts 
and originals on the REO Town Pub patio! 7-9 p.m. 
1145 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. craighender-
shott.com.

Live Music Thursdays at Nelson Gallery - The 
Dangling Participles is a Lansing-based band with 
a diverse song set, ranging from indie-folk and 
Americana to jazz and pop. Free. 4:30 p.m. 113 
S. Washington Square, Lansing. facebook.com/
NelsonGalleryLansing. 

Lunch and Learn - Rachel Richards of the Michigan 
Elder Justice Initiative will discuss ways to protect 
yourself from elder abuse, fraud and common 
scams. Registration req. 11 a.m. Meridian Senior 
Center, 4000 Okemos Road, Okemos. 517-706-
5045. meridianseniorcenter@gmail.com.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Rock-Steady Boxing - Free ex-
ercise class for people with Parkinson’s. Caregiv-
ers are welcome to participate if space permits. 
1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., 
East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.
org. 

Patio Party at UrbanBeat - Join us every Wednes-
day-Friday from 5-7 p.m. for live music, dinner and 
drinks on our patio in the heart of Old Town. No 
cover! 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.
com.

Rummage and Bake Sale - Sale will feature a large 
variety of items, as well as baked goods. 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Lansing Liederkranz Club, 5828 S. Pennsylva-
nia Ave., Lansing. facebook.com/LansingLieder-
kranzClub.

The Shuffle Jazz Band & Cocktail Class - 7-10 p.m. 
Lansing Shuffle, 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 
lansingshuffle.com.

South Lansing Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. Feeders 
Pet Supply parking lot, 5016 S. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd., Lansing. facebook.com/SouthLansing-
FarmersMarket.

Spirit of Michigan Chorus Rehearsal - We’re an 
inclusive community of women who sing a cappella 
in the barbershop style. We welcome all levels 
of musical experience. 6:45 p.m. Church of the 
Nazarene, 4851 Holt Road, Holt. spiritofmichigan-
chorus.com.

Summerlands Brewing Co. Crossword Challenge - 
Each team is given a copy of the same crossword 
puzzle. The first team to complete the crossword 

correctly wins a $10 certificate valid for a future 
visit. Start at 7 or 8 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. face-
book.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Thursday Night Open Forge - Try your hand at black-
smithing and create your own metal masterpieces! 
6-9 p.m. Artfire Michigan, 4567 Churchill Road, 
Leslie. artfiremichigan.com.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly - Weight-loss support 
group. Weigh-in 5:30 p.m., meeting 6-7 p.m. Haslett 
Middle School, 1535 Franklin St., Haslett. 800-932-
8677. facebook.com/HaslettTops.

Williamston Summer Concert Series: Lansing Con-
cert Band Big Band (jazz) - Free. 7 p.m. McCormick 
Park, 300 N. Putnam St., Williamston. facebook.
com/williamstonconcerts.

Friday, Aug. 1
Aaron Johnson Live at Dublin Square - 9-11 p.m. 327 
Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-351-2222. facebook.
com/dublinsquare.

“Alluring Nature” - An exhibition by the En Plein 
Air Mid-Michigan group, which visits parks and 
gardens to render the alluring beauty of the nat-
ural world. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. 
Grand River Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.

Art Among Friends Exhibition - Group exhibition by 
artists Pat Singer, Francie Dittrich, Eldon Case, 
Rebecca Case and Juanita Baldwin. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Brown-Bag Books - A surprise in a bag! What will 
you find? Mystery, comedy, adventure and the 
chance to win prizes are all waiting for you at 
GLADL! Aug. 1-31, prizes must be claimed by Sept. 
15. 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Chris Milbourne Live at the Peanut Barrel - 8-10 
p.m. 521 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-351-
0608. peanutbarrel.com.

Country Night at Lansing Shuffle - Enjoy line dance 
instruction from 8-9 p.m., followed by modern 
country music playing until midnight! We’ll have 
drink specials all night. No cover! 325 Riverfront 
Drive, Lansing. lansingshuffle.com.

Craft Club Jr. - Create paper-plate butterflies! 
Grades 1-3. Registration req. 4:15 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 
charlottelibrary.org. 

Cruise to Holt - All types and years of cars, trucks 
and bikes welcome. Food truck on the first and 
third Friday of the month. DJ on the first Friday of 
the month. 5-8 p.m. Holt Farmers Market parking 
lot, 2150 Cedar St., Holt. delhitownshipmi.gov.

East Lansing Summer Concert Series: Geech (party 
band) - Free. 6 p.m. Ann Street Plaza, corner of Al-
bert and M.A.C. avenues, East Lansing. cityofeast-
lansing.com/455/Summer-Concert-Series.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Frog & the Beeftones Live at Summerlands Brewing 
Co. - 7:30-10:30 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. 517-709-
3647. facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

The Future of Comedy Show at Bengel Wildlife 
Center - Featuring nationally touring headliner 
Mike Ball and FOCS favorites Dave Wellfare, Chuck 
Bates and Kate Brindle. Doors 8 p.m., show 9 
p.m. 6380 Drumheller Road, Bath. facebook.com/
thefutureofcomedyshow.

How Much Home Can You Afford? - Looking to buy 
a home? Learn how to calculate how much home 
you can afford based on your current income 
during this one-hour class. 10 a.m. Virtual — regis-
ter at canr.msu.edu/mimoneyhealth/index.

“Incident at Our Lady of Perpetual Help” - This wild 
and tender comedy explores the foolishness of first 
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Emerging Playwrights 
showcase

7 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 2
Riverwalk Theatre

228 Museum Drive, Lansing

The winners of Riverwalk Theatre’s 
third annual Emerging Playwrights 
contest will have an opportunity to 
showcase their scripts Saturday eve-
ning on the theater’s black box stage. 
The contest, sponsored by author and 
retired businessman Gordon Masters, 
invites high school students from Ing-
ham, Eaton and Clinton Counties to 
submit original one-act plays, with a 
panel of judges choosing the top five 
to be produced at Riverwalk. Winning 
playwrights also receive $1,000.

This year’s featured plays are “Duncan’s Dragontail,” by Mason High 
School sophomore Gailee Maynard; “Like Lightning from Heaven,” by Ma-
son senior Riley Ngubeni; “The Chicanerous Murder of a Sunscreen Sales-
woman,” by Holt High School junior Malia Reitz; “A Lone Woman’s Voice,” 
by Charlotte High School senior Natalie Rowan; and “Melanie,” by Ovid-El-
sie High School senior Abigail Triantaflos, who was also a winner of last 
year’s competition. Two of the scripts will be presented as full productions, 
while the other three will be presented as staged readings.

Following the performances will be a reception to further celebrate the 
playwrights. The event is free to attend, though donations to the theater 
are welcome. For more information, visit riverwalktheatre.com/emerging- 
playwrights.html.

See Events, Page 23
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EL Fresco Fitness: Outdoor Boxercise, Hosted by 
Flex and Nala Fitness - Free. Noon. Albert EL Fres-
co, downtown East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Family Day: UNDO - Let’s make art in reverse! This 
month, we’ll play with the ways materials and 
ideas can come apart to make something new, 
inspired by the exhibition “unbecoming.” 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Geech Live at the Irish Pub - 9 p.m.-midnight. 1910 
W. Saginaw St., Lansing. 517-253-8713. facebook.
com/IrishPubLansing.

“Incident at Our Lady of Perpetual Help” - This wild 
and tender comedy explores the foolishness of 
first love, the pains of Catholic guilt and, ultimately, 
the power of family. 2 and 7:30 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. william-
stontheatre.org.

JazzFest Michigan - Experience four days of soulful 
music in historic Old Town, from local legends to 
national talent. 1:30 p.m.-midnight. micharts.org/
jazzfest-about.

The King & Queen of Rock ‘n’ Roll Tribute Show - 
Join us for a night of nostalgia as Steve Hunt and 
Dorothy Martin honor the legendary king and 
queen of rock ‘n’ roll. 7-9 p.m. VFW Post 4113, 2497 
Old U.S. 27, St. Johns. eventbrite.com/o/vfw-
post-4113-108939830871.

Lammas Ritual - Join us in person or on Zoom as 
we celebrate the first harvest with our Lammas 
ritual. Bring bug spray, chairs, snacks, drinks and 
anything else you need to enjoy an evening in the 
woods. 4-9 p.m. Fenner Nature Center Scout 
campground, 2020 E. Mount Hope Ave, Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Lansing Lugnuts vs. Cedar Rapids Kernels - Game 
highlight: “Harry Potter” night, with themed jer-
seys, a Hogwarts house hat giveaway and LAFCU 
fireworks. 7:05 p.m. Jackson Field, 505 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing. milb.com/lansing.

Mason Slusher Live at Pins & Pints - 7-9 p.m. 2120 
E. Saginaw Hwy., East Lansing. 517-337-7000. 
pinsandpints.net.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park 
Drive, Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

Patio Party at UrbanBeat - Join us every Saturday 
from noon-7 p.m. for live music, food and drinks 
on our patio in the heart of Old Town. No cover! 
1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Receive Conference: Laura Lynn Ministries - Con-
ference will include a time of worship, teaching on 
how to receive, a special guest speaker, powerful 
prayer time and much more. All are welcome. 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. House of Prayer, 9974 Old M-78, 
Haslett. lauralynnministries.com.

Saturday Night Social Club - If you’d like to meet 
some new folks and play a few games, stop on by. 
$10. 7-11 p.m. Homebrew Tabletop Game Lounge, 
219 1/2 N. Bridge St., Grand Ledge. homebrew-
gamelounge.com.

StarZone Saturday - From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., the 
following departments at the Downtown Campus 
will be open: StarZone, Center for Student Access 
(by appointment), Adult Resource Center, admis-
sions, advising (by appointment), testing. Gannon 
Building, 600 N. Grand Ave., Lansing. facebook.
com/lccstars.

Taylor Taylor Live at Cleats Bar & Grille - 6:30-9:30 
p.m. 5801 N. Aurelius Road, Lansing. 517-574-4008. 
cleatsbarandgrille.com.

Tiger and Dragon Kenpo Martial Arts Training 
- Based on a variety of martial arts systems, 
tiger and dragon kenpo is designed to develop 

self-confidence in the warrior. 1 p.m. Keys to 
Manifestation, 809 Center St., Lansing. weaver-
softheweb.org.

Vandalay EP Release Show - Celebrate rock duo 
Vandalay’s EP release, as well as hard-rock band 
Mr. Denton on Doomsday’s vinyl record release. 
Small Parks and Ritual Suns open the show! 8 p.m. 
Grewal Hall, 224 S. Washington Square, Lansing. 
hall224.com.

Youth Learn to Fish Day - Michigan Wildlife 
Conservancy’s director of wildlife programs will 
cover casting, tackle crafting, regulations and 
ethics. Ages 5-17. 9 a.m.-noon. Meet at the BS & A 
Software parking lot, 14965 Abbey Lane, Bath. To 
register, call 517-641-7677, Ext. 2, or email DrewM@
MiWildlife.org.

Sunday, Aug. 3 
“Alluring Nature” - An exhibition by the En Plein Air 
Mid-Michigan group, which visits parks and gar-
dens to render the alluring beauty of the natural 
world. Noon-4 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.

Art Among Friends Exhibition - Group exhibition by 
artists Pat Singer, Francie Dittrich, Eldon Case, 
Rebecca Case and Juanita Baldwin. Noon-6 p.m. 
Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Beginners’ Acrylic Pouring Workshop - Join Jennifer 
of Spectrum Splash Studio for an afternoon 
of color, flow and self-expression as you learn 
the mesmerizing techniques of acrylic pouring. 
4-6 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center St., 
Lansing. manifestlansing.com. 

Drum Circle at Lake Lansing Park North - Join the 
Greater Lansing Area Drummers for a fun and 
energetic afternoon of rhythm and drumming. All 
ages and experience levels welcome. 2-4 p.m. 
6260 E. Lake Drive, Haslett. facebook.com/Great-
erLansingAreaDrummers.

East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket.

EL Fresco Fitness: Yoga on Albert, Hosted by Yoga 
State - Free. 10 a.m. Albert EL Fresco, downtown 
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

First Start Sunday - Monthly blacksmithing 
workshop for beginners. Learn the fundamentals 
of the craft, including tool use, safety and how to 
complete a simple project yourself. 6 p.m. Artfire 
Michigan, 4567 Churchill Road, Leslie. artfiremich-
igan.com.

“Incident at Our Lady of Perpetual Help” - This wild 
and tender comedy explores the foolishness of 
first love, the pains of Catholic guilt and, ultimately, 
the power of family. 2 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.
org.

Jugglers and Would-Be Jugglers - Jugglers meet 
at the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 p.m. 
Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. mikemar-
hanka@gmail.com.

Lansing Lugnuts vs. Cedar Rapids Kernels - Game 
highlight: Entertainment for kids throughout the 
game and an opportunity for kids to run the bases 
after the game. Plus, show your ticket stub at 
Capital City Market for 25% off your purchase and 
free ice cream! 1:05 p.m. Jackson Field, 505 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. milb.com/lansing.

Northern Nut Growers Association and Chestnut 
Growers of America Joint Conference - Conference 
is open to everyone with an interest in trees and 
shrubs managed for their nuts or native woody 
fruits. 1-8 p.m. Nash Nurseries, 4975 W. Grand 
River Road, Owosso. nutgrowing.org.

Quaker Meeting for Worship - Rich communal 
silence that invites thinking deeply, developing spir-
itually, loving fully, speaking our truths. Children’s 
program provided. 10:30 a.m. Red Cedar Friends 
Meeting House, 1400 Turner St., Lansing. redce-
darfriends.org.

Events
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Art Fair at the Ledges
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 2

Fitzgerald Park
133 Fitzgerald Park Drive, Grand Ledge

Formerly the Island Art Fair, Grand Ledge’s 52nd annual Art Fair at the 
Ledges will offer more than 150 fine-art and craft vendors, with wares rang-
ing from candles and bird feeders to jewelry, wreaths, paintings, photo-
graphs and much more. Attendees can snack on freeze-dried candy, roast-
ed nuts, kettle corn, lemonade and beyond from dozens of food vendors or 
find more substantial options at four food trucks. Seating will be available 
at 10 picnic tables. Additional entertainment includes live music, henna tat-
toos, caricatures, face painting, a playground and a scenic hiking trail. Ad-
mission is free, and all are welcome, including pets. For more information, 
visit facebook.com/IslandArtFair.

See Events, Page 24
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Summerlands Sunday Brunch - Noon-4 p.m. 
Summerlands Brewing Co., 1957 Cedar St., Holt. 
facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Williamston Farm & Artisan Market - Shop for 
produce, baked goods, handmade artisan 
products and more while enjoying live music, craft 
activities for the kids and interactive art. 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. McCormick Park, 123 High St., Williamston. 
williamstonfarmmarket.org.

Monday, Aug. 4 
Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing. cmialanon.org.

“Alluring Nature” - An exhibition by the En Plein Air 
Mid-Michigan group, which visits parks and gar-
dens to render the alluring beauty of the natural 
world. Noon-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. 
Grand River Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.

Art Among Friends Exhibition - Group exhibition by 
artists Pat Singer, Francie Dittrich, Eldon Case, 
Rebecca Case and Juanita Baldwin. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Bingo Night at Summerlands Brewing Co. - Free to 
play, with fun prizes every game! 7-8:30 p.m. 1957 
Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/summerlands-
brewing.

Broadway Jazz Dance for Teens & Adults - 10-
week class, meets biweekly. 7:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Broadway Musical Theater Performance Camp 
- Students will learn basic vocal technique and 
Broadway songs. Choreography and staging will 
then be added to create a musical theater medley. 
Ages 5-18. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Thursday. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Broadway Summer Performance Class - Designed 
for teens and adults, this 10-week class will devel-
op skills and techniques for singing and acting on 
stage. 6 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Color-Changing Slime - Have fun creating a gooey 
batch of slime that changes color right before 
your eyes! 6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Li-
brary, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org. 

Crafty Story Time - Preschool-aged children and 
their caregivers can enjoy fun activities, stories 
and a craft. 11 a.m. Charlotte Community Library, 
226 South Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlotteli-
brary.org.

Euchre - 1-3 p.m. Eaton Rapids Senior Center, 201 
Grand St., Eaton Rapids. facebook.com/Eaton-
RapidsSeniorCenter.

Fiber Circle - Knitters, crocheters and stitchers 
of all ages and skill levels welcome. Although 
formal instruction isn’t provided, attendees assist 
each other with techniques and skills. 5:30 p.m. 
Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., 

Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Northern Nut Growers Association and Chestnut 
Growers of America Joint Conference - Conference 
is open to everyone with an interest in trees and 
shrubs managed for their nuts or native woody 
fruits. 8:30 a.m.-5:15 p.m. DoubleTree by Hilton, 111 
N. Grand Ave., Lansing. nutgrowing.org.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Yoga - Free exercise class for 
people with Parkinson’s. Caregivers are welcome 
to participate if space allows. 1 p.m. Michigan 
Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To 
register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Reiki for Kids & Teens - Fun, engaging, hands-on 
activities will teach students about reiki energy 
and its history. 10-week class. 5 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Shape Note Singing - First and third Mondays, free, 
loan books available, beginners and the curious 
are welcome. 7 p.m. Edgewood United Church, 
469 N. Hagadorn Road, East Lansing. fasolamich-
igan.org.
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
IN THE 30TH CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF INGHAM

CITY OF LANSING, a Michigan municipal 
corporation, 

Plaintiff,
v.

113 W MICHIGAN LLC,
JAJ PROPERTY LLC.

Defendants.

Case No. 25-2686-CZ

 Hon. Rosmarie E. Aquilina

Gregory S. Venker (P81780)
Brandon W. Waddell (P81494)
Matthew D.   Staples (P84571)
Attorneys for Plaintiff
124 W. Michigan Avenue, 5th Floor
Lansing MI 48933
(517) 483-4320
cityatty@lansingmi.gov

ORDER ALLOWING ALTERNATIVE SERVICE 

At a session of said Court,
held in the 30th Circuit Court for the

County of Ingham, State of Michigan
this ______ day of _____________________, 2025.

PRESENT:  HONORABLE       
This Honorable Court having considered Defendants’ Motion for Alternative 

Service and brief in support, and this Court being fully advised in the premises thereof:
THIS COURT HEREBY FINDS:
1. Service against Defendant JAJ Property, LLC cannot reasonably made 

pursuant to MCR 2.105;
2. The below ordered methods of service are reasonably calculated to give 

Defendant JAJ Property, LLC actual notice of the proceedings and an opportunity to 
be heard.

IT IS ORDERED THAT:
1. Plaintiff’s may effectuate service pursuant to MCR 2.105(J) by doing all the 

following:
a. Posting a copy of the Verified Complaint, Summons, Motion for Preliminary 

Injunction and brief in support thereof, and Notice of Hearing, and this order at the 
Ingham County Courthouse, the subject property at 1611 N. Grand River Ave., Lansing, MI, 
and the listed address of the Registered Agent, 5682 Silver Pond, West Bloomfield, MI.

b. Mailing a copy of all the above listed documents to P.O. Box 251443, West 
Bloomfield, MI, the listed mailing address for JAJ Property, LLC via LARA.

c. Publishing a copy of this order in a newspaper as defined in MCR 2.106(F) in 
Ingham County and Oakland County.

This is not a final order and does not close the case.

____________________________
                                                                                       Circuit Court Judge

CP#25-238

CITY OF EAST LANSING
BATH COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

NOTICE OF ELECTION
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2025

The qualified electors of Precinct 17 in the Bath School District in the City of East Lansing, 
please take notice that a Special Bath Community Schools Election will be held in Clinton 
County, Michigan, on Tuesday, August 5, 2025. 

To vote on the following proposals:

Bath Community Schools Bond Proposal 

Full text of the ballot proposals may be obtained at the East Lansing City Clerk’s Office, 410 
Abbot Road, Room 100, East Lansing, MI  48823. Sample ballots can also be found at 
www.mi.gov/vote.

Polls at said election will be open at 7:00 a.m. and will remain open until 8:00 p.m. 

Photo Identification OR Affidavit Required to Vote:
Under Michigan law upheld by the Michigan Supreme Court, ALL voters will be asked to 
show photo identification to vote at the polls. Voters without identification will be required to 
fill out and sign an affidavit in order to receive a ballot.

POLLING LOCATION:

Precinct 17 voters in the Bath School District will vote at the following location:

Bath Middle School Auditorium, 13675 Webster Rd., Bath 

All polling places are accessible and voting instructions are available in alternative formats 
of audio and Braille.

In addition to regular business hours, the East Lansing City Clerk’s office will be open on 
August 2 from 8 am – 4 pm to register voters, issue and accept absentee ballots for qualified 
electors.  

To register to vote, check your voter registration information, find your polling 
location, or view your sample ballot check the Secretary of State Voter Information 
website at www.mi.gov/vote

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS:
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot. No reason required.

August 4, 2025 at 4:00 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot except for those who 
register to vote on Election Day.

Those registering to vote on Election Day, August 5, 2025, are eligible to receive an absent 
voter ballot at the East Lansing City Clerk’s Office.
         
Amy Gordon 
         
East Lansing City Clerk

 CP#25-248

See Events, Page 25
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The Weekly Crunch - Laugh your ass off with the 
best local comedians every Monday night. 8 p.m. 
Crunchy’s, 254 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 
crunchyseastlansing.com.

Women’s AA Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. lansingdis-
trict6.org.

Tuesday, Aug. 5 
Acting Scene Study Class - 10-week class, meets 
biweekly. Ages 12-adult. 6:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 9 a.m. Alano Club South, 3500 S. 
Cedar St., Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 7 p.m. St. Jude Church, 801 N. 
Bridge St., DeWitt. cmialanon.org.

“Alluring Nature” - An exhibition by the En Plein Air 
Mid-Michigan group, which visits parks and gar-
dens to render the alluring beauty of the natural 
world. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. 
Grand River Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.

Art Among Friends Exhibition - Group exhibition by 
artists Pat Singer, Francie Dittrich, Eldon Case, 
Rebecca Case and Juanita Baldwin. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Compulsive Eaters Anonymous-HOW Meeting - 
Meets in person and virtually. 5:30 p.m. St. Jude 
Catholic Church, 801 N. Bridge St., DeWitt. For 
Zoom info, call 989-620-0448 or go to ceahow.org/
en/find-a-meeting.

EL Fresco Fitness: Outdoor Mat Pilates, Hosted by 
Recharged Pilates - Free. 6 p.m. Albert EL Fresco, 
downtown East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Family Happy Hour - Join us every Tuesday for a 
free, all-ages playgroup in our safe and welcoming 
space. 4-7 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center 
St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Finance Committee - 6 p.m. City Hall, 114 Woodhull 
St., Laingsburg. laingsburg.us/park-committee.

Improv Acting for Teens & Adults - 10-week class, 
meets biweekly. 8 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhala-
center.com.

Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce August 
Member Mixer - Get a behind-the-scenes look at 
local broadcasting while connecting with fellow 
professionals! 4:30-6:30 p.m. WLNS-TV, 2820 E. 
Saginaw St., Lansing. facebook.com/LansingC-
hamber.

Northern Nut Growers Association and Chestnut 
Growers of America Joint Conference - Conference 
is open to everyone with an interest in trees and 
shrubs managed for their nuts or native woody 
fruits. 9 a.m.-5:20 p.m. DoubleTree by Hilton, 111 N. 
Grand Ave., Lansing. nutgrowing.org.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Balance, Conditioning and 
Strength - Free exercise class for people with 
Parkinson’s. Caregivers are welcome to partici-
pate if space allows. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 
2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 
517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Summer in the Park: Parkour Color Course - Join us 
for stories about the colorful Hindu festival of Holi, 
followed by a parkour obstacle course with a blast 
of color. 11 a.m. Oak Park, corner of Clinton and 
Seminary streets, Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle - 7:30-9 p.m. 325 River-
front Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansingshuffle.
com.

Walk with Ease - Walking exercise program that 
can reduce pain and improve overall health. 
Group will meet Tuesdays at Schmidt Community 
Center through Aug. 19. 1-2 p.m. 5825 Wise Road, 

Lansing. To register, call 517-887-1465 or email 
histedc@tcoa.org.

Wednesday, Aug. 6 
Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

Allen Farmers Market - Craft vendor: Yart by 
Laura. Live music by Forest Road Ukulele Club. 
3-6:30 p.m. Allen Neighborhood Center, 1629 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. allenneighborhoodcenter.
org/allen-farmers-market.

“Alluring Nature” - An exhibition by the En Plein Air 
Mid-Michigan group, which visits parks and gar-
dens to render the alluring beauty of the natural 
world. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. 
Grand River Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.

Art Among Friends Exhibition - Group exhibition by 
artists Pat Singer, Francie Dittrich, Eldon Case, 
Rebecca Case and Juanita Baldwin. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Ballet for Teens & Adults - 10-week class. 6 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Bingo - Every Wednesday. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. 
Bingo cafe 5 p.m. Early bird 6 p.m. Eaton Rapids 
Senior Center, 201 Grand St., Eaton Rapids. face-
book.com/EatonRapidsSeniorCenter.

Broadway Jazz Dance for Teens & Adults - 10-
week class, meets biweekly. 7:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Diabetes PATH - Six-week workshop designed to 
help individuals with diabetes or pre-diabetes 
improve their health and feel better. 1:30-4 p.m. 
UM Health-Sparrow Lansing Health Center, 2909 
E. Grand River Ave., Lansing. To register, call 517-
887-1465 or email histedc@tcoa.org.

“Farmland: Food, Justice, and Sovereignty” - 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Informed Renter - This workshop from MSU Exten-
sion will equip you with valuable information about 
the rental process that will help you navigate 
technicalities and avoid costly mistakes. 10-11 a.m. 
Virtual — register at canr.msu.edu/mimoney-
health/index.

Lansing Concerts in the Park: Lansing Sympho-
ny Orchestra - Free. 7 p.m. Frances Park, 2701 
Moores River Drive, Lansing. lansingmi.gov/994/
Concerts-in-the-Park.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - Whether you’re 
experienced or just starting out, the stage is open 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS: State of Michigan Probate Court, Ingham County, Decedents 
Estate. File No. 25-1055-DE. Estate of Jerry Lee Lemmon. Date of birth: March 4, 1940. 
The decedent, Jerry Lee Lemmon, died June 8, 2025. Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all claims against the estate will be forever barred unless presented to Dwight H. 
Lemmon, Jr., personal representative, or to both the probate court at 313 W. Kalamazoo 
St., Lansing, MI 48933, 517-483-6300, and the personal representative within 4 months 
after the date of publication of this notice, 7/30/25. Attorney: Christine Caswell, 
P74165, 7402 Westshire Dr #125, Lansing, MI 48917, 517.282.1406. Personal 
Representative: Dwight H. Lemmon, Jr., 3036 Paris Park Dr, Kentwood, MI 49512, 
616.450.1317. CP#25-250

to all. Not a performer? Enjoy dinner, drinks and 
live music. No cover, all ages welcome. 6-9 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeate-
vents.com.

Meridian Summer Concert Series: Rear View Mirror 
(party band) - Free. 6:30 p.m. Marketplace on 
the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos. 
meridian.mi.us.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. Mar-
ketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

MSU Summer Carillon Concert Series - A laureate 
of the 2024 Queen Fabiola Competition, Anne 
Lu’s colorful recital will move from Disney and 
floral-themed works to reflective pieces by Men-
delssohn, D’hollander and Leonard Cohen. Free. 
6 p.m. Beaumont Tower, 375 W. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Northern Nut Growers Association and Chestnut 
Growers of America Joint Conference - Conference 
is open to everyone with an interest in trees and 
shrubs managed for their nuts or native woody 
fruits. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. DoubleTree by Hilton, 111 N. 
Grand Ave, Lansing. nutgrowing.org.

Patio Party at UrbanBeat - Join us every Wednes-
day-Friday from 5-7 p.m. for live music, dinner and 
drinks on our patio in the heart of Old Town. No 
cover! 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.
com.

Play 4 JA Family Field Day - Activities include a 
backpack giveaway, a basketball competition, field 
day games, face painting, inflatables, food trucks, 
music and more. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Best Furniture 
Outlet, 5700 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. midmichi-
gan.ja.org.

Portland Sounds of Summer Concert Series: Kick 
Back (classic rock/country) - Free. 6:30 p.m. Two 
Rivers Park, 201 Divine Hwy., Portland. facebook.
com/MiPortlandDowntown.

St. Johns Concerts in the Park - On the Lash 
offers a thrilling blend of Irish heart and classical 
precision that will put a spark in your soul and a jig 
in your step! Free. 7 p.m. St. Johns City Park, 801 
W. Park St., St. Johns. facebook.com/StJohnsCi-
tyParkPerformanceShell. 

SRP Colorful Finale Carnival - Enjoy bounce houses, 
carnival games and treats! Each reading log you 
complete earns you more carnival tickets to 
spend. There will be many non-ticketed activities 
as well. 5-7 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Li-
brary, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org. 

Stories in the Garden - Explore the MSU 4-H Chil-
dren’s Garden while listening to stories read by 
teen volunteers and ELPL staff. 10-11:30 a.m. 1066 
Bogue St., East Lansing. elpl.org.

Summer Strings Rehearsal - MSU Community 
Music School’s summer adult orchestra. Open to 
all adults. You should know the basics of your in-
strument and be able to read some music. 7 p.m. 
4930 Hagadorn Road, East Lansing. cmsaemusic.
weebly.com. 

Weaving the Web: Honor - Join us online or in 
person every Wednesday for discussions, rituals, 
meditations and more! 6 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Thursday, Aug. 7 
Acting Scene Study Class - 10-week class, 
meets biweekly. Ages 12-adult. 6:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow 
Urgent Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. 
cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presby-
terian Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cmialanon.org.

“Alluring Nature” - An exhibition by the En Plein 
Air Mid-Michigan group, which visits parks and 
gardens to render the alluring beauty of the nat-
ural world. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. 
Grand River Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.

Art Among Friends Exhibition - Group exhibition 
by artists Pat Singer, Francie Dittrich, Eldon 
Case, Rebecca Case and Juanita Baldwin. 9 
a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, 
Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James 
Couzens Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. 
shopbfm.org.

Capital Area Modelers Society Meeting - Learn 
about building scale models, display what you’re 
working on and get to know others interested in 
the hobby. 6:30-8 p.m. Judson Baptist Church, 
531 Glendale Ave., Lansing. capitalareamodelers-
society.wordpress.com.

Charlotte Summer Concerts on the Square: 
Detroit Social Club (blues) - Free. 6:30 p.m. 
Courthouse Square, 100 W. Lawrence Ave., 
Charlotte. facebook.com/charlottechamberof-
commerce.
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By LEO V. KAPLAN
Delta Township’s newest café is a lot 

of things: a health-conscious coffee 
joint, a vegetarian date spot, a from-
scratch bakery and a retailer of the 

homemade prod-
ucts owner Nan-
cy Hansen already 
sells locally.

But more than 
that, it’s a relaxed 
gathering place 
for families and 
friends, with a game 
basket for kids and 
an invitation to take 
a while.

“When you go out 
to eat and you’re 
finished eating, you 
feel like you’ve got 
to go because you 
don’t want to hold 
up a table,” Hansen 
said. “We wanted a 

place where people can come and just 

hang out.”
The Willow Where Our Roots Be-

gan opened its doors July 2, selling 
vegetarian and health-conscious food, 
coffee and baked goods to the Delta 
Township community. The storefront 
was the latest step for Hansen, who be-
gan selling spices and hummus at Hor-
rocks last year. She has sold Khillah 
Magic, an all-purpose Mediterranean 
spice blend invented by her grand-
mother and named after her maiden 
name, for 13 years.

The transition from home kitchen 
side hustle to commercial family busi-
ness began last year, when Freshies 
Bakery opened in DeWitt. Freshies’ 
owners, who are friends of Hansen, 
wanted to use Khillah Magic. But 
Hansen had been making her epony-
mous blend under Michigan’s Cottage 
Food Law, which allows goods to be 
made and sold from an uninspected 
kitchen under certain circumstances 
— not including use in a commercial 
kitchen.

So, Hansen started making the 

blend in the Freshies kitchen, along-
side hummus and other products. She 
sold her creations at farmers markets 
last year and, eventually, Horrocks.

But it wasn’t long until Hansen be-
gan eyeing her commercial kitchen. 
After her husband, Clinton, became 
involved with the business last fall, 
they decided to move. 

“Our friends were very kind to let us 
use their commercial kitchen, but it’s 
in DeWitt, and we live in Delta Town-
ship,” she said. “That became a little 
cumbersome, so we had the desire to 
have our own.

“And we figured that if we were go-
ing to be paying rent for our own com-
mercial kitchen anyway, why wouldn’t 
we also open up a retail space?” she 
continued. “It just made logical sense.”

It wasn’t hard to decide what to do 
with that retail space because Hansen 
has “always” loved hosting people for 
meals.

“We would always invite friends 
from church and stuff for meals, and I 
love hosting,” she said. “So, it felt natu-

ral to feed people.”
The resulting café bears the name 

of Hansen’s spice brand, a reference 
to Willow Highway, where the family 
lives. Just about everything inside is 
homemade, including the syrups for 
espresso and matcha lattes, the bread 
and scones, the sandwiches and even 
the dairy-free cashew milk. Hansen 
uses organic ingredients whenever

By COURTNEY BOWERMAN
With all the places you can eat at in 

East Lansing, it would be easy 
to overlook Angela’s Café. The 
restaurant opened in March, 
hidden behind the bustling 
Grand River Avenue traffic on 
Albert Street. But, thanks to 
word of mouth from Lansing 
Foodies, it caught my attention.

When I first walked in, the 
small and cozy interior 
led me to think that it was 
a coffee shop that only 
served breakfast. Howev-
er, even though the menu 
includes breakfast sand-
wiches, coffee and a va-
riety of scrambles, it’s not 
limited to one meal of the 
day. It also offers soups, 
salads, sandwiches, burg-
ers and even a selection of 
baked goods. 

Being a family-owned 
business, the atmosphere is very inti-

mate. While the staff was rather small 
that day, they were all warm and wel-

coming, eager to share 
their dishes with a fresh 
face. The specialty item 
they plugged the most 
was the byrek, a Mediter-
ranean pastry filled with 
spinach, beef, potatoes or 
cheese. There are many 
versions of byrek among 

different coun-
tries, but the 
Albanian recipe 
that Angela’s re-
lies on has been 
in the  family 
for generations. 
Since I’d never 
had Albanian 
food before, 
the description 
intrigued me 
enough to order 
the potato byrek 

and a cup of the chicken-lemon-rice 

soup. 
The byrek was fresh 

and flaky, the baked 
dough rolled around 
in knots like a cinna-
mon roll. The side of 
yogurt helped temper 
the dry spice blended 
in with the potatoes. 
I didn’t have to cut it 
with a fork and knife; 
it was soft enough that 
I could just pick it up 
and eat it. The soup, 
which came with 
two slices of toasted, 
homemade bread, was 
hot and zesty, the extra bit of lemon liv-
ening up a classic flavor. 

The byrek was brought out by one of 
the cooks. Before you ask, her name is 
Eva, not Angela. It turns out that An-
gela’s Café is named after her teenage 
daughter, who also came out to greet 
us at the end of the meal. The family is 
clearly proud of what it’s accomplished 

in East Lansing so far and is ready to 
welcome more customers in the months 
to come. So, anyone looking for some-
thing new in East Lansing should defi-
nitely give Angela’s a try. The Albanian 
byrek is a nice, homestyle dish that pairs 
perfectly with the staff ’s warm family 
welcome.     

A taste of Albania at Angela’s Cafe
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.

Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.

Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

Courtney Bowerman for City Pulse

The homestyle Albanian dishes at Angela’s Cafe pair per-
fectly with the staff’s warm family welcome.  

See The Willow, Page 27
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Potato byrek 
$7

Chicken-lemon-rice soup
$3.25/cup

Angela’s Cafe
350 Albert St., East Lansing

9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Saturday
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday

(517) 253-7146
angelas.cafe

Leo V. Kaplan/City Pulse

The Willow Where Our Roots Began own-
er Nancy Hansen (right) and her husband, 
Clinton, greet customers at their new Delta 
Township café, which opened July 2.

The Willow 
Where Our Roots 
Began

719 Brookside Drive, 
Lansing
11 a.m.-7 p.m. Sunday-
Thursday
(616) 727-0043
instagram.com/
thewillowworb

Vegetarian café takes root in Delta Township
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TOP 5 NON-CHAIN MEXICAN 
RESTAURANTS

Based on your votes in City Pulse’s 
2024 Top of the Town contest. Bon 
appétit!

1. El Azteco West
South-of-the-border restaurant with
fresh ingredients, scratch cooking 
and patio seating
1016 W. Saginaw St., Lansing
(517) 485-4589
elaztecowest.com
11 a.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday
11 a.m.-9 p.m. Friday-Saturday
Noon-8:30 p.m. Sunday

2. El Oasis — all locations
Food trucks serving hefty portions 
of Mexican street food staples like 
tacos and sopes
See eloasisfood.com for locations, 
hours and phone numbers

3. Pablo’s Mexican Resturant Old Town
Informal restaurant offering classic
taqueria fare and outdoor seating 
options
311 E. César E. Chávez Ave., 
Lansing
(517) 372-0887
pablosrestaurants.com
9 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Saturday
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday

4. Pablo’s Mexican Restaurant Eastside
Casual restaurant dishing up 
traditional Mexican fare in a 
festive space
2010 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
(517) 580-8315
pablosrestaurants.com
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Saturday
11 a.m.-8 p.m. Sunday

5. Pancho’s Taqueria
Food truck turned brick-and-mortar 
eatery offering classics and less 
common Mexican items
936 Elmwood Road, Lansing
(517) 708-8743
facebook.com/Panchoslansing
11 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Saturday

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS

ANNIVERSARY SALE!

• WIN AN E-BIKE FROM MEGAFOOD WORTH $500
• WIN A PORTABLE BASKETBALL HOOP
• WIN 1 OF 3 APPLE IPADS
• WIN 1 OF 5 $500 BETTER HEALTH GIFT CARDS
• WIN A GIFT BASKET
• IN-STORE SAMPLES & MORE

WIN PRIZES:

30-5030-50% OFF% OFF                           OVER 150                            OVER 150 
TOP SELLING BRANDSTOP SELLING BRANDS

SEMINARS
FREE LUNCH & LEARN 
SEMINARS @ 5 OF OUR STORES

LANSING
6235 West Saginaw Hwy 

517-323-9186
Hours: 

Mon-Sat 9am-8pm
Sun 11am-6pm

www.BetterHealthMarket.com2727th

Click the QR 
code for details

“Your Liver Rescue”  and “How To Never Have 
A Heart Attack” includes a Free Lunch

EAST LANSING 
(Frandor)  305 N Clippert Ave

Across from Frandor Mall
517-332-6892

Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-9pm
Sun 10am-7pm

50% 50% 
OFFOFF

RETAILRETAIL

50% 
OFF

RETAIL

40% 40% 
OFFOFF

RETAILRETAIL

40% 
OFF

RETAIL

IN-STORE ANNIVERSARY SALE SAVINGS!

25 Non-Sale Items

%
OFF

55555 30109

NO MINIMUM PURCHASE REQUIRED
Coupon must be presented in-store at time of purchase. Limit one coupon per 

customer per day. Coupon cannot be combined with other coupons or o� ers. Not 
valid on sale items, EDLP prices, prior or TradeFirst purchases. Excludes plants, 

alcohol, prepared foods, Cadia, Field Day, Woodstock, & Better Health Brand items.

Coupon Valid In-Store Only 
JULY 30 THRU 

AUGUST 2, 2025 

NOT ON SALE.
NO PROBLEM.

JULY 30 - JULY 30 - 
AUGUST 2AUGUST 2

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION
EFFECTIVE

MEDIATION

 
 

Thank You For 
Voting Us The Best!

Thank You For 
Voting Us The Best!

Best BBQ
Best BBQ Sauce

Best Wings
Best Caterer/

Catering service

2024

possible, including flour and sugar.
“Even if you’re not into the 

health-conscious movement, it’s still 
really good,” she said.

But the most important part of the 
shop is the environment, Hansen said. 
Two recent customer experiences epit-
omize her vision for the shop: a moth-
er who came in and spent hours play-
ing games from the game basket on 
the floor with her four children, and 
a couple who came in to try the vege-
tarian charcuterie boards, then spent 
hours just hanging out.

“It felt like a culmination,” she said. 
“It was exactly what I wanted.”

The Willow
from page 26
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