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Captain Fantastic
Detroit:
Elton John Tribute
For many decades, Elton John has been one of the greatest 
entertainers, continuing to astonish audiences worldwide with his 
music and outstanding performances. Ron Foss’s Captain Fantastic 
Detroit is not only an amazing tribute to this great entertainer, but it 
also has a striking resemblance to Sir Elton John. His piano style and 
vocals mirror a real Elton concert. 

Tickets: $17 - $25

The Return of the King: 
An Unrivaled Tribute  to Elvis
Tyler Christopher is a multi-award-winning, internationally 
recognized Elvis Presley tribute artist and performer. Tyler tastefully recreates 
all eras of the King’s career, from the ’50s rock ’n roll to the ’70s Vegas superstar 
years. He began his professional career at the age of 16, after winning the largest 
Elvis competition in the Northeastern United States. Elvis Presley Enterprises 
also sanctioned him to perform at Elvis Night for the Cincinnati Reds. Over the 
years, he has also performed at the Graceland complex. 

Tickets: $17 - $25

Mercury: 
A Tribute to Queen's 
Lead Singer
They will rock you! Re-live the hit songs that made Freddie Mercury 
famous and get to know the legend through his words and stories. 
More than just a concert, world-renowned countertenor Terry Barber 
— joined by a world-class band — pays tribute to the man who 
taught a generation how to rock. 

Tickets: $24 - $34
BOX OFFICE HOURS:

9 A.M.-NOON
Wednesday-Friday

Open one hour prior to ticketed performances
for walk-in sales and will-call pick up. 

378 State St. Charlotte, MI
charlotteperformingartscenter.com | (517) 541-5690

Teddy Petty
& the Refugees
Teddy Petty & The Refugees proudly stand as America’s longest touring 
tribute to the legendary Tom Petty.  For over 13 years, they’ve been 
igniting stages across the country with their electrifying performances, 
capturing the essence of Tom Petty’s music.  From the smooth guitar 
tones of the signature Rickenbacker, along with Stevie Nicks, George 
Harrison, and Roy Orbison-style vocals,  the band flawlessly captures 
the essence and power of Petty’s greatest hits.

Tickets: $20 - $30

Fleetwood Gold
Fleetwood Gold,  America's 
Fleetwood Mac Experience, is the 
most followed Fleetwood Mac tribute band in the Midwest, performing for 
more than 50,000 fans in the last twelve months. Using no backing tracks or 
tricks, the band takes you on a musical journey through the best of Fleetwood 
Mac — from the early Peter Green years through Stevie Nicks’ solo career. 
Fleetwood Gold has set itself apart from other tributes with its tightly fused 
vocal harmonies, lead vocals and instrumental excellence. We’re thrilled to 
announce the addition of The Silver Strings Ensemble to this show. This group 
of extraordinary musicians brings an elegant, emotional depth to the music 
of Fleetwood Mac. Each of the musicians in the string quartet adds their own 
voice to a sound that’s been two years in the making. 

Tickets: $25 - $35

UPCOMING SHOWS!

SATURDAY, 
OCT. 4 @ 7 PM.

SATURDAY, 
SEPT. 20 @ 7 PM.

SATURDAY,
OCT. 18 @ 7:30 PM.

FRIDAY, 
OCT. 24 @ 7 PM.

SATURDAY,
JAN. 17 @ 7 PM.
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Ovation Center retrenches on its Albert Kahn redesign

A year ago, the city of Lansing un-
veiled a major redesign of the Ovation 
Center of Music and Arts by nationally 
known Detroit architect Albert Kahn 
Associates with an undulating glass 
façade to make the building more ap-
proachable.

The design had just one problem: It 
was too expensive.

Bids were “significantly” over the 
project’s $28 million budget, Ovation 
founding director Dominic Cochran 
said, to the tune of $4 million to $5 mil-
lion. That necessitated a redesign by Al-
bert Kahn’s architects.

Then President Trump’s tariffs hit, 
further increasing projected costs 
around 5% to 10%.

The Ovation Center is a public-pri-
vate partnership featuring a perfor-
mance venue with standing room for 
2,000 concertgoers on the main floor 
and black-box space for 150 to 200 
upstairs. Cochran said roll-out seating 
from beneath the stage was on his wish 
list.

Cochran insisted that the project 
“hasn’t been jeopardized,” with promis-
ing fundraising leads and contingencies 
already built into the budget.

However, the redesign meant 
straightening out the glass walls and re-
moving the distinct cantilever roof, both 
major elements that Kahn introduced 
after it took over from Lansing-based 
Studio Intrigue Architects.

Cochran said he was OK with the 
changes.

“It’s always a calculus, right?” he said. 
“We’re lacking some part of the budget, 
and preserving the audience experience 
is our highest priority, followed very 
closely by the architectural aesthetic.”

With the cantilever roof and diagonal 
walls costing over $2 million, Cochran 
said it was a preferable change to any-
thing that would impact the audience 
experience. The unique design would 
have required steel to be cut to custom 
lengths onsite, a major expense.

Tariffs necessitated further pivots. 
While Cochran always intended to use 

domestic steel, the domestic market 
shot up amid market uncertainty and 
market readjustment from Trump’s 
50% tariff on steel and aluminum in 
June.

Jason Miller is the Eli Broad Endowed 
Professor of Supply Chain Management 
at Michigan State University. He said 
that’s a natural impact from tariffs.

“When you put tariffs on products 
like steel, it allows the domestic pro-
ducers that are now being essentially 
protected from foreign competition to 
raise their prices,” he explained. “So the 
domestic price of that good goes up be-
cause the domestic producers now face 
less competition.”

The producer price index for hot 
rolled steel bars, plates and structural 
shapes has increased 11% since January.

In response to those costs, the Ova-
tion Center switched its construction 
to the design-build method, in which a 
single entity oversees design and con-
struction.

That means Kahn’s work is done. 
Freund & Associates of Royal Oak has 
become the project’s construction archi-
tects.

“The architect’s job is not done af-
ter they design the building and you 
get your construction documents,” 
Cochran explained. “They’re usually 
shoulder-to-shoulder with you during 
construction, making sure everything is 
done the way they specified. And then 
there’s the architect’s ‘stamp,’ to approve 
and take on the liability to make sure it’s 
done correctly.”

With that “stamp” now belonging to 

Freund & Associates, Cochran said the 
process would be more efficient not just 
because communication is streamlined, 
but because the people working direct-
ly with the project are best educated on 
how to “save money and do it efficient-
ly.”

A steel-and-neon “Lansing, Michi-
gan” sign sponsored by Choose Lansing 
will now adorn the building.

“When we first saw that surface in the 
original drawings, we thought it would 
be a good place to put the Ovation sig-
nage,” he said. “But it’s huge. It’s like 
40x40 feet.”

The surface was too big to put up-
coming shows on, too. Cochran called it 
“Las Vegas-size.” So, with the state as a 
major partner, he set out to make a “tru-
ly great Lansing placemaking sign.” 

“The whole district is going to have 
kind of an entertainment feel,” he said. 
“So having a sign like that is going to be 
a beacon.”

The changes were the latest in a series 
of pivots and roadblocks dating back to 
Former Mayor David Hollister’s orig-
inal study for a 6,500-seat performing 
arts center in the 1990s. 

Despite the cuts, former Mayor Virg 
Bernero thinks it will be fine. 

Bernero successfully lobbied the state 
legislature to let the city capture $8.5 
million in cable television fees, which 
ended up helping fund the Ovation. The 
city’s media center will be housed in the 
Ovation complex.

He said the original project lost its 
wind because of the 2007-’08 Great Re-
cession. In comparison, he believes the 
current roadblocks are navigable.

“When I was mayor during the Great 
Recession, we had to pass a fire and 
public safety millage just to keep police 
and firemen at work, so a performing 
arts center just fell further and further 
down in terms of priority,” he said. “So 
yes, the price is increasing, Trump’s a 
disaster and his tariffs are idiotic, but 
there are still building projects happen-
ing. I believe the city is going to be able 
to keep this in focus.”
   — LEO V. KAPLAN

Bids ran $4-5M over;
tariffs took another bite

Courtesy of the Ovation Center for Music and Arts.

A new rendering (above) shows the redesigned Ovation Center for Music and Arts, 
with the formerly undulating walls smoothed out and the cantilever roof removed. 
The former design (below) was too expensive, with tariffs adding an additional hur-
dle as the Ovation Center cuts costs. 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: SPECIAL USE PERMIT #25020 

(FEDEWA HOLDINGS)
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2025

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Special Use Permit #25020 (Fedewa Holdings)
Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Monday, September 22, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian 
Municipal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 
517-853-4560) to hear all persons interested in a request from  Fedewa Holdings to allow a 
group of buildings over 25,000 square feet in gross floor area on an approximately 4.28-acre 
parcel located on Dobie Road. The site is zoned RD (Multiple Family, maximum 8 dwelling 
unit per acre) and the applicant is proposing four, eight unit apartment buildings. 

Materials related to the request are available for viewing in the Department of Community 
Planning and Development office (5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, 48864), Monday-Friday, 
8am-5pm, or on the Township’s website at https://www.meridian.mi.us/businesses/develop-
ment-projects Written comments may be sent prior to the public hearing to the Planning 
Commission, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan, 48864, 
or by email to shorkey@meridian.mi.us.

Angela Demas
Township Clerk

CP#25-280

CP#25-030CP#25-030

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL PERFORMANCE 
EVALUATION REPORT AVAILABLE

City of East Lansing Community Development Block Grant Program
The City of East Lansing has completed the PY 2024 Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) program Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report covering activities 
from July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. This is to provide notice that the formal 15 
calendar day comment period on the Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report 
begins on September 4, 2025, and concludes on September 19, 2025. Individuals wishing 
to view this report may do so virtually at https://www.cityofeastlansing.com/2458/Active-Public-Notices. 
Upon request, this document may also be viewed in person at the City of East Lansing 
Department of Community and Economic Development, Room 217, East Lansing City Hall, 
410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan between the hours of 8:00AM and 5:00PM. 
The City of East Lansing will hold a public hearing on Monday, September 15, 2025, at 
5:30PM at East Lansing City Hall (410 Abbot Road, East Lansing MI 48823) Room 209 
(Conference Room A) to receive comments on CDBG program performance during the 
2024 Program Year. Individuals and groups wishing to comment on program performance 
are encouraged to attend the public hearing. 
Written comments may also be submitted and should be addressed to the Community and 
Economic Development Department, C/O Matt Apostle, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 
48823, or by email at mapostle@cityofeastlansing.com, no later than 5:00PM on September 
19, 2025, or should be presented at the public hearing. 
The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids and services 
should write or call the Community and Economic Development Department, 410 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing, MI 48823. Phone: (517)319-6859.
This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act) 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with the 
Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.
      Amy Gordon
      Interim City Clerk

CP#25-287

CITY OF LANSING
SUMMARY OF

ADOPTED ORDINANCE #1341

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan to amend the Lansing Codified Ordinances, 
Chapter 210, to add Section 210.06, to provide censure, penalties, and forfeiture of office 
for nonattendance of Council members at meetings, pursuant to the authority in Section 
3-204 of the City Charter.

Effective date: Upon publication 

Notice:  The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City Clerk’s
Office, 9th Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan. A copy of the full text of 
this Ordinance may be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 9th Floor, 
City Hall, Lansing, Michigan at a fee determined by City Council.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk    
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk       www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#25-284

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: SPECIAL USE PERMIT #25021 

(ST. MARTHA PARISH)
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2025

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Special Use Permit #25021 (St. Martha Parish)
Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Monday, September 22, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian 
Municipal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 
517-853-4560) to hear all persons interested in a request from  St. Martha Parish to allow 
the construction of a new classroom building addition on a building greater than 25,000 
square feet, on an approximately 18.07-acre parcel located at 1100 Grand River Avenue. 
The site is zoned RR (Rural Residential). 

Materials related to the request are available for viewing in the Department of Community 
Planning and Development office (5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, 48864), Monday-Friday, 
8am-5pm, or on the Township’s website at https://www.meridian.mi.us/businesses/develop-
ment-projects Written comments may be sent prior to the public hearing to the Planning 
Commission, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan, 48864, 
or by email to shorkey@meridian.mi.us.

Angela Demas
Township Clerk

CP#25-285

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL PERFORMANCE

AND EVALUATION REPORT (CAPER)
July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025

TO:  Citizens of the City of Lansing
PURPOSE: NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF THE CONSOLIDATED

ANNUAL PERFORMANCE AND EVALUATION REPORT (CAPER)
  July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

The City of Lansing Department of Economic Development and Planning (EDP) is 
preparing its Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) for the 
period July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025, pursuant to Federal Community Development 
Program rules and regulations. Prior to  submitting its Consolidated Annual Performance 
and Evaluation Report to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for 
approval, the city must, after appropriate public notice, make the report available to the 
public for examination and comment for a period of 15 days. The comment period is 
September 4, 2025 – September 22, 2025. The EDP Office must receive any comments 
regarding the CAPER for this time period in writing no later than 5: 00 p.m. on the last day 
of the comment period.

A summary of public comments received as a result of the public participation process will 
be submitted to HUD as part of the CAPER. 

 Notice is hereby given that the CAPER for the time noted above for the City of Lansing is 
on file and available for review at the city’s website at www.lansingmi.gov/development.   
Information regarding the CAPER may be obtained by contacting Doris M. Witherspoon at 
(517) 483-4063 or at doris.witherspoon@lansingmi.gov.

CP#25-278

Abandoned Vehicle auction  will be held at PJ's 2200 Olds Ave Lansing MI 48915 9/12/25 @ 12pm 
NO PHONE CALLS
2014 Lincoln MKX 2LMDJ8JK5EBL18098
2007 F150 1FTPW14V57FB27620
2016 Chrysler 200 1C3CCCAB7GN153532
2013 Dodge Avenger 1C3CDZCG7DN741144
2021 Alfa Romeo ZASPAKAN8M7D03744
2020 Jeep Cherokee 1C4RJFBG2LC127062
2015 Dodge Durango1C4RDJAG2FC703040
2014 Mini Cooper WMWZC3C51EWP25924
2021 Volvo VNL 4V4NC9EJ3MN280688
2007 Dodge Charger 2B3KA43R87H680910

CP#25-281
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The Lan-
sing Charter 
C o m m i s -
sion holds 
a public in-

formation meeting on proposed char-
ter reforms at 7 tonight (Sept. 3) at the 
Foster Community Center, Room 210. 
They include introducing guidelines for 
mayoral accountability and transparency 
while still retaining the strong mayoral sys-
tem, expanding the City Council from eight 
to nine members by adding a fifth ward 
and scheduling Council elections to take 
place during higher turnout election years. 
More proposed reforms include eliminating 
representation for communities like Delta 
Township and East Lansing on the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light’s board and allowing 
candidates with some felony convictions to 
be eligible to serve on the Council. The char-

ter reforms will appear on the Nov. 5 ballot.  
Readers can review the proposed charter 
at https://www.lansingmi.gov/1233/Char-
ter-Commission.

The Mason Pub-
lic Schools will pay 
$350,000 to settle 
a 2024 lawsuit filed 
against the district, 
which claimed it failed 
to protect a female stu-

dent from a male classmate who sexu-
ally assaulted her in class in May 2022. 
The police and school officials launched 
criminal and Title IX investigations, respec-
tively, after the girl reported the incident. 
The boy was not charged with a crime, but 
rather expelled for the 2022-‘23 school year, 
then reinstated the following year after his 
parents petitioned the school board.

William Lawrence, a Lan-
sing activist and organizer, 
announced he will run for 
the Democratic nomination 
for Michigan’s 7th Congres-
sional District. He cofounded 
the Sunrise Movement climate action group 
and created the local The Rent Is Too Damn 
High chapter. He joined five others already 
vying for the chance to face Republican Tom 
Barrett, R-Charlotte, in 2026. Please go to 
https://www.lansingcitypulse.com/stories/
local-tenants-activist-announces-demo-
cratic-congressional-bid-for-mi,151808 for 
the full story.

A federal grand jury has indicted Teri 
Lyn Looney of Dimondale, 53, for alleged-
ly embezzling approximately $95,000 

from Charlotte-based SIREN 
Eaton Shelter while she was 
its executive director from 
June 2021 until May 2023.
Staff reviewing financial records 

discovered the funds were missing in May 
2023 and notified the Michigan Attorney 
General’s Office. If convicted, Looney will face 
a maximum penalty of 10 years in prison, a 
fine of $250,000 and restitution.

Ingham County commissioners ap-
proved a three-year contract with its 
911 dispatchers but delayed voting on 
a $548,000 agreement with Colora-
do-based getResQ911 to provide tempo-
rary dispatchers to help alleviate staffing 
shortages and excessive overtime. Sher-
iff Scott Wriggelsworth said his office wants 
more time to review the proposed agreement 
to see how it would work operationally with 
dispatchers already in place, the Lansing 
State Journal reported. The 
Sheriff ’s Office was to begin 
to lead 911 center operations 
on an interim basis Monday 
(Sept. 1).
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

NEED A RIDE TO DETROIT 
METRO AIRPORT?
Travel from East Lansing to DTW for $34
14 daily trips on deluxe motorcoaches with free Wi-Fi, comfortable seating 
and onboard restrooms. Covered parking in East Lansing is only $2.50 a day.

Reserve your seat at

CITY OF LANSING
SUMMARY OF

ADOPTED ORDINANCE #1339

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan to amend the Lansing Codified Ordinances, 
Chapter 206, Section 206.02, to add Section 206.02(a)(1)I. to add to and clarify the criteria 
that shall be considered in determining the lowest and most responsive and responsible 
bidder in construction contracts, and to require a scoring program for non-monetary criteria 
to be established by Resolution of Council.

Effective date: Upon publication 

Notice:  The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City Clerk’s
Office, 9th Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan. A copy of the full text of 
this Ordinance may be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 9th Floor, 
City Hall, Lansing, Michigan at a fee determined by City Council.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk    
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk       
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#25-282

CITY OF LANSING
SUMMARY OF

ADOPTED ORDINANCE #1340

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan to amend the Lansing Codified Ordinances by 
amending Chapter 1610, Section 1610.01 by updating the International Fire Code (IFC) and 
standards (adopted by reference) from the 2018 IFC to the 2021 IFC and amending Section 
1610.02 by renumbering IFC section to the 2021 code.

Effective date: Upon publication 

Notice:  The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City Clerk’s
Office, 9th Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan. A copy of the full text of 
this Ordinance may be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 9th Floor, 
City Hall, Lansing, Michigan at a fee determined by City Council.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk    
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk       www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#25-283
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The loss of local news is linked with increased government secrecy, 
according to a new study conducted by the Brechner Center for the 
Advancement of the First Amendment at the University of Florida.

The findings lend the first empirical evidence to the connection long 
intuited between the declining health of local news ecosystems 

and decreased government transparency. They add to the growing 
body of research that demonstrates the impact of news deserts 

on democracy, including increased partisanship, lower voter 
participation, and diminished civic engagement.

NEWS DESERTS 
ARE BAD NEWS

Support City Pulse
Please use the QR code, visit lansingcitypulse.com/donate, or mail your 
check to 1905 E. Michigan, Lansing, MI 48912. To discuss tax-deductible 
contributions to the City Pulse Fund, please contact Steve at 517-999-6704. 
Thank you!

Support City Pulse

Don’t let Lansing become a news desert
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The state House’s proposed bud-
get for next year wipes out every cent 
of the $12.3 million the Michigan 
government spent on arts and cultural 
programs this year.  

The House also said no to the $2 
million the Senate proposed for arts 
and culture facility upgrades, as well as 
the $220,000 each 
the Senate wanted 
to give to both the 
Black Leadership 
Council and the 
Tribal Commission 
for various arts and 
culture initiatives. 

Advocates are hop-
ing the cuts are more virtue signaling 
than something the House Republi-
cans are serious about pursuing, but 
the spending document has the arts 
community rattled. 

The University Musical Society fired 
off a press release late last week saying 
that if the House leaves the cuts in 
place, it would “decimate Michigan’s 
creative sector, threaten thousands 
of jobs, weaken local economies and 
strip communities of the programs and 
cultural resources they rely on.” 

The proposal came on top of a 35% 
cut by the U.S. House to the National 
Endowment for the Arts and the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities, 
taking their funding down from the 
U.S. Senate’s proposed budget of more 
than $200 million to $135 million. 

Back to the state level, state Rep. 
Donavan McKinney, D-Detroit, may 
not be sitting on the subcommittee 
that oversees the arts this year, but he’s 
hearing that small-to medium-sized re-
gional arts councils face closure if these 
government cuts go through. 

“It would have a detrimental impact 
on our communities,” McKinney 
said. “Arts and culture are one of the 
opportunities where people can come 
together and bridge that gap.  

“Republicans, Democrats, indepen-
dents, it doesn’t matter — social status, 
economic status. No matter where 
you’re at, who you work for, arts bring 
people together. This is sad.” 

The current Michigan House minori-
ty vice chair on the budget panel that 
oversees arts funding, Rep. Jasper 
Martus, D-Flushing, said he was sur-
prised. He didn’t see this cut coming, 
especially after an April 23 subcom-
mittee meeting in which the Repub-
lican majority didn’t signal wholesale 
elimination of arts grants. 

Quite the contrary. 

Rep. Ron Robinson, R-Utica, sang 
the praises of Grand Rapids’ ArtPrize 
festival and arts projects in his home-
town to Alison Watson of the Michigan 
Arts and Cultural Council. 

“For those naysayers who say, well, 
what does Michigan get out of these 
types of programs, I would invite them 
to ask anybody in Grand Rapids,” he 
said. “I’m a big fan of ArtPrize, and so I 
thank you for that.” 

“At first, I was afraid that Republi-
cans were going to call the arts ‘waste, 
fraud and abuse,’” Martus said. “And 
then these Republicans all had posi-
tive things to say about the arts, and 
I remember thinking, ‘Who thought 
they’d be more pro-arts and culture 
than me?” 

That’s why Martus is wondering, 
are Republicans really willing to go to 
the wall with these cuts? Or is this an 
easy signal to their Republican base 
that they were weeding out “needless 
spending”?

Remember, Republicans claimed 
early in the budget process that they 
could find $3 billion in the existing 
state budget to create a permanent 
funding stream for roads without rais-
ing taxes and fees. 

Martus said he hopes that’s what 
this is. Now that the Republicans have 
made their point that they can find not 
only $3 billion in cuts, but $5 billion 
in cuts, they will be willing to come to 
the negotiating table and fold on things 
like arts funding for something that 
they really want. 

It’s not hard to see Martus’ point. For 
one, absent a serious budget crisis — as 
happened during the Great Recession 
— Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and Senate 
Democrats are not about to sign off on 
the full-scale elimination of arts and 
culture funding. 

But, outside of that, these grants 
touch all corners of the state, positive-
ly impacting the lives of folks of all 
stripes.  

Clearly, some Republican lawmakers 
don’t care, but with Michigan retaining 
its position as a purple state going into 
the midterms, Republicans can’t risk 
needlessly ticking off some key con-
stituencies over a cut that shaves off a 
fraction of the amount they’re looking 
for. 

(Kyle Melinn is the editor of the Cap-
itol news service MIRS. You can email 
him at melinnky@gmail.com.)

Arts community sounds alarm:
House budget wipes out funding 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Of course, no one can see every 
concert, theater production and art 
exhibit in the Greater Lansing area 
— to do so would likely require more 
time and effort than a full-time job. 
But how do you determine which are 
most worth your time? City Pulse staff 
have you covered with a list of the top 
five most notable arts events in the 
year to come, from a celestial opening 
to the Lansing Symphony Orchestra 
season to a colorful, family-friendly 
musical based on the works of Dr. Se-
uss. In the pages beyond — and in fu-
ture City Pulse issues, newsletters and 
social media updates — you can find 
more information on museum and 
gallery offerings, theater seasons and 
musical events, but for those whose 
schedules only permit them to see a 
handful of offerings, we recommend 
you make the following shows a pri-
ority.

‘Nexus’
Through Sept. 21
(SCENE) Metrospace
Featuring work by Michigan State 

University Department of Art, Art 
History and Design staff members 
Rebecca Casement, Erica Hooker, 
Alex Nichols, Walt Peebles, Christo-
pher Harold Perkins and Mackenzie 
Sheehan-D’Arrigo, “Nexus” showcas-
es how each artist explores aspects of 
daily life in their creative practices. 
The name “Nexus” denotes “a connec-
tion or series of connections linking 
two or more things” or “the central 
and most important point or place.” 
With a diversity of media, from sculp-
tures and pottery to photographs and 
drawings, the exhibit prompts view-

ers to “seek connection within each 
artwork, the exhibition and through-
out the community.” Known for shar-
ing their vast knowledge with the next 
generation of creatives, “Nexus” is an 
opportunity to view work by some of 
the leading artistic minds at MSU.

— NICOLE NOECHEL

Lansing Symphony Orchestra 
MasterWorks: ‘The Planets’
7:30 p.m. Oct. 4
Wharton Center Cobb 
Great Hall
 The 2025-‘26 season is a big mile-

stone for the Lansing Symphony Or-
chestra, as conductor Timothy Muf-
fitt brings his 20-year tenure as music 
director to a close. Fittingly, the sea-
son will open on a cosmic scale Oct. 4 
with a 40-minute mélange of orches-
tral, choral and visual stimuli cour-
tesy of Minnesota-based composer 
Jocelyn Hagen’s “The Notebooks of 
Leonardo da Vinci,” paired with Gus-
tav Holst’s “The Planets.” 

Hagen’s epic multimedia extrava-
ganza will be a hard act to follow, but 
Muffitt will give it his all as he tears 
through some of the “greatest hits” 
of his Lansing tenure, including Béla 
Bartók’s concerto for orchestra (Nov. 
7), Brahms’ First Symphony (Jan. 9) 
and Beethoven’s Seventh (March 27). 
New music will also erupt from the 
stage, much of it from the pen of LSO 
composer-in-residence Jared Miller 
(“Shattered Night” on Jan. 9 and a 
new work for the May 15 season fina-
le), along with a percussion concerto 
by Kevin Puts (March 27).  

— LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
7:30 p.m. Jan. 26
Wharton Center Cobb 

Great Hall
Many of the world’s greatest per-

formers and ensembles are coming to 
MSU’s Wharton Center this season, 
from the Jazz at Lincoln Center Or-
chestra with Wynton Marsalis (Feb. 
10) to the transcendent baroque en-
semble Les Arts Florissants (Nov. 14), 
but perhaps the biggest plum is a Jan. 
26 visit from London’s Royal Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, featuring super-
star violinist Ray Chen. Continuing 
a distinguished tradition stretching 
back to the orchestra’s founding in 
1946 by Sir Thomas Beecham, con-
ductor Vasily Petrenko will lead the 
orchestra in Jean Sibelius’ Sympho-
ny No. 2. Chen, a charismatic super-
star in the classical world, will play 
Tchaikovsky’s violin concerto on the 
heels of a sellout recital at Wharton in 
March 2024. (In a rare convergence, 
Chen will also appear with the Lan-
sing Symphony Orchestra Nov. 7.)

— LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Jazz Spectacular Finale 
Concert, with Anat Cohen
7:30 p.m. April 18
Fairchild Theatre 
MSU’s stellar jazz studies program 

will present an overflowing bounty of 
music in the 2025-‘26 season, from 
all-star gatherings of the Professors of 
Jazz to a variety of guest artists, many 
of them under the rubric of MSU 
Federal Credit Union’s long-running 
artist-in-residence program. One of 
the most highly anticipated events 
is the return of charismatic, virtuo-
sic Israeli-born clarinetist and sax-
ophonist Anat Cohen, who will cap 
the annual Jazz Spectacular concerts 
with faculty and student musicians 
April 18. Cohen is a consummate mu-
sician and engaging performer who 
takes the clarinet all over the map, 
from the spiritual realm of John Col-
trane to sizzling rhythms from Brazil, 
Argentina and Venezuela, defying 
boundaries and winning over au-
diences well beyond the jazz world. 
Cohen summed up her musical phi-
losophy in a 2017 interview with City 
Pulse: “I don’t care if somebody plays 
the fastest, the hardest. If he doesn’t 
touch my heart, I don’t care.”

— LAWRENCE COSENTINO

‘Seussical’
June 4-7 and 11-14
Riverwalk Theatre
Based on the works of Dr. Seuss, 

Riverwalk Theatre’s June production 
of “Seussical” promises a colorful, 
zany experience straight out of the 
beloved children’s books. The musical 
is narrated by the Cat in the Hat, who 
tells the story of Horton the elephant’s 
discovery of a microscopic planet the 
size of a speck of dust, populated by 
tiny people called Whos. Their soci-
ety is on the brink of war, and all the 
Truffula trees have been cut down. 
Horton agrees to protect their plan-
et — and, eventually, an egg hatched 
by Mayzie LaBird — facing “ridicule, 
danger, kidnapping and a trial” along 
the way, according to theatrical li-
censing agency Music Theatre Inter-
national. In the end, the powers of 
friendship, family and loyalty prevail. 
Packed with nostalgia for older au-
dience members and plenty of light-
hearted fun for kids, “Seussical” truly 
caters to everyone, and Riverwalk is 
primed to produce an excellent ren-
dition.

 — NICOLE NOECHEL

Top arts events of the 2025-‘26 season

Courtesy photo

Photo by Dan Wright Photography

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
Each year, mid-Michigan art lovers 

and international observers wonder 
what direction the Michigan State Uni-
versity Broad Art Museum will take 
next.

The Broad’s mission is to display con-
temporary art or reimagine older art, 
never to stand still.

As the Broad enters the second year 
of its search for a new director, one 
thing is certain: Wherever it’s going, 
it’s not going soft. Rich, multi-layered, 
challenging and even confrontational 
exhibits are still the norm. The museum 
has a gift shop, but there’s no gift-shop 
fodder on the walls.

Walk into the Broad’s first-floor gal-
leries this fall, and you’ll enter the melt-
ing, dripping world of Syrian-born, 
New York-based artist Diana Al-Hadid.

The art is fraught with questions 
about expectations for women’s behav-
ior and the constant push to “become” 
the next thing (usually, whatever some-
one else wants).

It’s also a straight-up 
visual marvel, integrated 
deftly with the surround-
ing architecture of Zaha 
Hadid.

Entering the exhib-
it is like being drawn 
into a heretofore hidden, 
semi-transparent world, 
made manifest in tangible 
materials like mylar, paint 
and wood.

There’s a double mean-
ing in the word “unbecoming,” the 
pointedly lowercase name of the exhibit.

It only begins with the surface, in as-
sistant curator Rachel Winter’s view.

“The works feel like they’re fragile, 
falling apart — like they’re un-becom-
ing,” Winter said.

But the word “unbecoming” is also 
used to criticize behavior, clothing, hair-
styles or even opinions that some peo-
ple, usually men, find objectionable.

That intriguing duality put a hook 
into Winter’s mind and heart as she 
worked with Al-Hadid to put the exhib-
it together.

Al-Hadid’s disintegrating, porous 
work sponges up your deepest thoughts, 
inviting long and deep contemplation. 
But you don’t have to look that hard to 
see its most obvious characteristic — its 
size.

“Diana’s work is really big, and it real-
ly takes up space,” Winter said. “It’s very 

commanding and, in many ways, the 
opposite of what women are told to do, 

or even what women artists 
are told to do.”

(Winter will delve into the 
exhibit’s many meanings in a 
walkthrough on Sunday.) 

The exhibit surveys about 
20 years of Al-Hadid’s 
work, including paintings, 
sculptures and remarkable 
wall-hanging works with 
attributes of both. Four of 
the pieces are making their 
debut in this exhibit. A gal-
lery of spectacular works on 

handmade paper offers a deeper dive 
into mythological and literary themes, 
from the Medusa myth to “The Arabian 
Nights.”

Resting at the center of the Broad’s 
biggest first-floor gallery is the earliest 
piece in the exhibit, a large sculpture 
from 2006 with the haunting title “Spun 
of the Limits of My Lonely Waltz.” 

To create the sculpture, Al-Hadid 
painted the soles of her feet and waltzed 
around her studio, making impressions 
in a more or less quadrilateral layer of 
plaster. Building from this base, she 
erected an oozing, encrusted, Goth-
ic tower of polystyrene, fiberglass and 
wooden furniture parts and turned the 
whole structure upside down. 

Walk around to the side, and you can 
see that one side of the sculpture has 
been brutally blowtorched to create a 
blackened orifice.

The sculpture is taller than most hu-

mans, so the viewer has to climb the 
stairs to the second-floor balcony and 
look down upon it to see the footprints.

“August, After the Seventh Month” 
depicts Al-Hadid with her son, August, 

in a copper-tinged, dreamlike, three-di-
mensional landscape that blends the 
background of a Northern Renaissance 

TAKING OFF!

whartoncenter.com
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The sky’s the
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Double Hadidity
Diana Al-Hadid exhibit grandly inhabits MSU Broad

Courtesy

Al-Hadid’s “Smokescreen,” an intricate, diaphanous curtain of wood, plaster and 
fiberglass, perfectly frames “Spun of the Limits of My Lonely Waltz,” a large sculp-
ture from 2006.

Courtesy

Walk into the Broad Art Museum’s first-
floor galleries this fall, and you’ll enter 
the melting, dripping world of Syrian-
born, New York-based artist Diana 
Al-Hadid.

“unbecoming”
Through Dec. 14
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Wednesday-Sunday
MSU Broad Art Museum
547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing
broadmuseum.msu.edu

Curator tour: 
“unbecoming”
1-2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 7

See Double Hadidity, Page 12
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By VIDALIA WENZLICK
The Lansing area took a hit this year 

when the Lansing Art Gallery closed its 
doors. However, although this space is 
gone, Lansing still has a thriving arts 
scene for those new and old to the area 
to explore.

With new galleries opening in the 
past few years and cultural institutions 
that have stood the test of time, there is 
much to explore in the capital region. 

The Michigan History Museum is an 
immersive experience two blocks west 
from the Capitol. Nestled inside the 
Library of Michigan and the Michigan 
History Center, it has five floors of ex-
hibits that will take you on a journey 
from the last Ice Age up to the end of 
the 20th century. 

“Whether you are new to Lansing or 
new to Michigan, it’s a good place to 
come,” Tobi Voigt, the history center’s 
museums director, said. “You can learn 
about how Lansing became the state 
capital as well as what our main indus-
tries are and who the key people were 
that have helped influence the state.” 

Admission to the Michigan History 
Museum is $8 for adults, $6 for seniors 
and $4 for youth. Admission is free 
Sundays, as is parking in front. The ex-
hibition “Black Bottom Street View,” in 
partnership with the Black Bottom Ar-
chives, is on display through November, 
bringing attention to stories of Detroit’s 
Black Bottom neighborhood before ur-
ban renewal. 

Michigan History Museum
702 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday,
1-5 p.m. Sunday

(517) 335-2573
michigan.gov/mhc/museums/mhm

See Galleries and museums, Page 13
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painting with Al-Hadid’s home in up-
state New York.

The portrait is not only huge; it’s 
pure magic, a stunning blend of numi-
nous mystery and Midwestern frank-
ness.

“She really outdid herself with this 
one,” Winter said. “I’m really proud 
that I was able to commission this 
work.” After a detour or two to other 
exhibits, the work will become part of 
the museum’s permanent collection.

Winter was already thinking about 
doing an exhibit of Al-Hadid’s work 
when she learned in early 2023 that 
the artist was giving a talk at the Cran-
brook Art Museum in Bloomfield Hills. 

Al-Hadid came to the Broad at Win-
ter’s invitation and marveled at the 
angular architecture and the flood of 
natural lighting in the big first-floor 
gallery.

“Having an Al-Hadid show in a Had-
id building is really exciting,” Winter 
said, relishing the rhyme. Double Had-
idity aside, the building and the art are 
in stunning synchronization. 

“Smokescreen” is an intricate, di-
aphanous curtain of wood, plaster and 
fiberglass made from 10 large panels, 
seamlessly fitted together.

The exhibition team at the Broad 
skillfully plastered the edges of the 
panels and matched the white color 

to the walls, so it’s impossible to tell 
where the art ends and the wall begins. 

At a distance, the fine latticework of 
“Smokescreen” reveals ghostly figures 
and frames the big sculpture like a dra-
matically melting curtain.

Did I say there’s no gift-shop fodder 
here? I lied a little. A gorgeous new 
book keyed to this exhibit, with text by 
Winter, is winging its way from Europe 
and will be available by mid-fall.

Meanwhile, there’s plenty of food for 
the eyes and mind at the ever-changing 
Broad, with more on the way soon. 

The museum is featuring the exhib-
its “Americans and the Holocaust: A 
Michigan Perspective” through Nov. 
16; “Africa Past, Present and Future,” 
celebrating 65 years of the MSU Afri-
can Studies Center, through Jan. 18; 
and a collection of clothing, furniture, 
appliances, jewelry and other objects 
designed by Zaha Hadid through Au-
gust 2026.

“Jan Tichy: Darkness,” part of the 
Broad’s Signature Commission Series, 
will take over the big first-floor gal-
leries from Jan. 24 to July 26. Tichy, a 
multimedia artist born in Prague and 
based in Chicago, will investigate the 
rhythms of sunlight and darkness in a 
site-specific, “multi-sensorial” instal-
lation. “Mekong Voices,” featuring art 
and traditional crafts from many of 
the 70 distinct cultures living along the 
Mekong River in Southeast Asia, will 
be on view from Sept. 14 to Feb. 22.

Double Hadidity
from page 11

Lansing’s gallery and museum scene lively, despite losing a big one

 Photo by Corey Jarvinen

Pamela Loewen opened Loewen Studio and Gallery in downtown Williamston earlier this 
year. The gallery focuses primarily on artistic quiltmaking, with a new exhibit opening 
Friday (Sept. 5).



The MSU Museum’s main location is 
closed for an 18-month renovation that 
started in July 2024. The budgeted $28 
million project is set for completion in 
January. 

You can still get your fix of sci-
ence and art at the pop up 
“Physical Spells [The Wor(l)d in the 
Atom],” an exhibition hosted by the 
MSU Museum and MSU Federal Cred-
it Union from Thursday (Sept. 4) to 
Dec. 6 on the 6th floor of the MSUFCU 
building on Abbot Road in downtown 
East Lansing. It features the work of 
Arts Power Up artist in residence Vio-
leta López López, which explores the 
relationship between atoms and words. 
It’s “a playful world where language and 
physics collide,” the MSU Museum’s 
webpage says, “drawing on the aes-
thetics of video games.” Other museum 
events this semester include a silent dis-
co at Beal Botanical Garden, a musical 
experience featuring DJs at the MSUF-
CU building exhibit, and community 
talks. 

The MSU Museum webpage has 
more information on parking. 

MSU Museum
409 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday
(517) 355-2370  
museum.msu.edu

* * * * * * * * * * 
The Nelson Gallery is a classic mid-

century-modern space full of local 
artists’ contemporary works, from 
paintings and prints to ceramics and 
functional artwork. Admission is free.

“We have art that ranges,” said Jen Es-
till, the gallery’s proprietor, “from a to-
ken that you would like to have at your 
home to something you’d give to some-
body as a gift. If you are a real collector, 
there are things for you.”

The gallery just finished its summer 
concert series. Now it’s planning for 
events like Trick or Treat on the Square 
and a new exhibition for the holiday 
season in November and December. 

“The exhibit is going to be a ceram-
icist, Mike Hamm,” gallery manager 
Bobby Earls said. Hamm, a member of 
the Greater Lansing Potters’ Guild, will 
bring in functional pieces, Earls noted.

Nelson Gallery
113 S. Washington Square, 
Lansing
11 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Friday
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday
(517) 708-8904
thenelsongallery.com

* * * * * * * * * *
Located just a few minutes outside 

of Old Town, with plenty of free park-
ing and free admission, this is a gallery 
you won’t want to overlook. Struk Stu-
dio was established in 2023 by David 

Such, the gallery manager and founder 
of ScrapFest. 

Such said that inside, visitors will find 
“a contemporary mixed bag, leaning to-
ward sculpture.” The gallery has modern 
and traditional wall art and sculptures 
that vary in medium. 

Struk will open a retrospective exhi-
bition in late September featuring four 
artists. The gallery occasionally hosts 
events, including two recent ones in col-
laboration with Typewriter Fox Studios. 
The events featured 30 manual type-
writers that guests were able to use to 
write an answer to a prompt, or poetry 
with Lansing Poet Laureate Ruelaine 
Stokes. 

The gallery is open on Fridays and 
Saturdays from noon to 4 p.m., “but my 
phone number is on the website,” Such 
said. “If somebody wants to get in there 
and see some art, I can make that hap-
pen.” 

Struk Studio
2916 Turner Road, Lansing
Noon-4 p.m. Friday-Saturday
(517) 204-7327
struk.studio

* * * * * * * * * *
In the heart of Old Town, you will find 

the Michigan Institute for Contempo-
rary Art, or MICA. It provides not only 
a gallery space with rotating contempo-
rary exhibits, but also programming for 
some of Lansing’s largest and most no-
table music festivals and events. 

The art exhibits change monthly and 
vary in media, from paintings to fiber 
arts. The current exhibition is photog-
raphy, followed by a textile show in late 
September. Entry to the gallery is free 
during regular business hours, with me-

tered street parking and 
other parking options 
nearby.

Along with the gallery 
space, local events are a 
large part of MICA’s com-
munity impact. Having 
already hosted Burning 
Desires, a poetry event, 
plus Funkfest and Jazzfest 
Michigan, MICA is prepar-
ing for Michigan Bluesfest, 
Sept. 17 to 20 in Old Town. 

“We are super excit-
ed,” Melissa Marciniak, 
MICA’s event coordina-
tor and gallery manager, 
said. “It’s historically our 
largest event.” Bluesfest 
brings regional and na-
tional blues musicians to 
play in Old Town. Tick-
ets are already available 
on MICA’s website. Sept. 
18 features a fundraising 
event for KidzBeat, an or-
ganization that works to 
inspire kids through mu-
sic. MICA is also hosting 
a silent auction Oct. 24 to 
benefit the Herbert-Her-
man Cancer Center 

at Lansing’s University of Michigan 
Health-Sparrow Hospital. 

MICA Gallery 
1210 Turner St., Lansing 
Noon-5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday
(517) 371-4600
micharts.org

* * * * * * * * * *
If you are looking to explore a gallery 

with an entirely different art form — 
quilt making — as the focus, then Loe-
wen Studio and Gallery in downtown 
Williamston might be the destination 
for you. The business opened in April.

“There are serious artists who are 
working in the medium of quilt mak-
ing,” said gallery owner Pamela Loewen, 
a quilt artist herself. It’s “not for a bed, 
but to be displayed as a work of art,” she 
added.

Her exhibit will be replaced Friday 
(Sept. 5) by one featuring the work 
of abstract quilt artist Peggy Black of 
Pennsylvania. There will be an artist 
talk and book signing at 11 a.m. Satur-
day.

In addition to displaying quilts in the 
gallery space, Loewen is working on 
making high-quality scans of the art-
work on display in her gallery to create 
exhibit catalogs and prints, and to ex-
pand the documentation of quilt mak-
ing as an artistic medium in ways she 
hasn’t seen people do before.

“You can see every quilting stitch.” 
Loewen said. “As far as I know, that’s 
not really been done before on a serious 
scale.”

Loewen Studio and Gallery
128 W. Grand River Ave., 
Williamston
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday, Friday
11 a.m.-7 p.m. Thursday 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday
(517) 588-6192 
loewengallery.com
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After finishing its summer music series, downtown 
Lansing’s Nelson Gallery is planning for events like Trick or 
Treat on the Square and a new exhibition for the holiday 
season in November and December.



By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
Now in his fourth year as executive 

director of Michigan State University’s 
Wharton Center, Eric Olmscheid is not 
quite content — that would mean let-
ting his guard down — but he is pleased.

For the second year in a row, the ven-
ue finished the fiscal year in the black. 
The Club 750 event series, a frequent 
sellout, is expanding into new musical 
territory. Wharton’s educational pro-
grams have grown by leaps and bounds, 
reaching tens of thousands of students.

Before we go into details, let’s clear up 
the rumor going around that beer, wine 
and cocktails will be available at Whar-
ton this fall.

It’s true.
“It’s no surprise that that’s the most 

frequent request we’ve gotten from pa-
trons,” Olmscheid said.

With or without booze, the core of 
Olmscheid’s job is unchanged. He’s still 
charged with maintaining the high-lev-
el mix of Broadway shows, fine arts per-
formers and variety acts the venue has 
presented for 43 years.

They say that show business is half 
“show” and half “business.” Olmscheid 
has had to keep an eye on both sides 
of the equation, balancing profitable, 
big-ticket shows like “Wicked” and 
“Hamilton” with a diverse slate of per-
forming arts programming that may or 

may not turn a buck. 
“Half of the performing arts is 

viable on its own, and the other 
half needs a significant financial 
subsidy,” he said. “We are con-
stantly looking at each of those 
elements to make the whole 
budget work.”

Dropping popular acts like 
the classic rock ensemble Chi-
cago (Nov. 12) or comedian 
Andy Woodhull (Nov. 6) into 
the schedule helps balance the 
budget.

But Olmscheid is looking for 
more lasting ways to expand the 
audience.

One step toward that goal is 
the expansion of the 100-seat 
Club 750 series in Wharton’s 
glassy Jackson Lounge, where 
table seating and food service 
create a cabaret-like intimacy 
modeled after Dizzy’s Club Co-
ca-Cola at Lincoln Center.

The series started with an 
eclectic slate of musical eve-
nings two years ago and added 
comedy dates last year. This 
year, Club 750 goes full-on cabaret, 
with three Broadway-based singer-pia-
no duos added to the mix.

“It’s a way of using the building in a 
different way, but more importantly, it 

augments the diversity of types of offer-
ings we have,” Olmscheid said.

Audiences have responded enthusi-
astically. All of the events offered in the 
first two years of Club 750 have sold out.

“It’s been very popular with our audi-
ences to sit up close to the artists and 
to see different types of art forms that 
wouldn’t be on our large stages,” Olm-
scheid said. 

One of the most significant marks Ol-
mscheid has made on Wharton is large-
ly invisible to the casual Broadway or 
performing arts lover.

Olmscheid estimated that about 
30,000 “learners of all ages” partici-
pated in Wharton’s 12 educational pro-
grams last season, “a significant growth 
from three or four years ago.”

He said Wharton dedicates over $1 
million to educational programming 
each year.

In 2022, Wharton dropped its school 
matinee ticket prices to $1 in response 
to comments that schools were finding 
it hard to scrape together money for 
field trips.

More than 18,000 students attend-
ed Wharton’s school matinee series last 
season, compared to about 7,000 three 
years ago.

Support for the school matinee 
program comes from Wharton’s do-
nor-driven Arts Within Reach fund. 

“That’s been a huge change in the 
way we talk with schools and engage 
the schools,” Olmscheid said. “They still 
have to justify the out-of-classroom 
time and pay for buses, but that re-
moves a big financial barrier.”

In his first year as director, Olmscheid 
and his team expanded Wharton’s Sut-
ton Foster Awards for high school mu-
sical theater to cover the entire state of 
Michigan.

Last year, 72 schools from across the 
state participated in the program, up 
from 25 in Olmscheid’s first year, with 
over 90 productions adjudicated.

“That program has grown into a truly 
statewide education initiative, and that 

connects back to the idea 
of MSU being a land-
grant institution serving 
the entire state,” Olm-
scheid said. “This is one 
small way we can have a 
footprint across the state 
in a meaningful way.”

The program produced 
its first big winner at the 
National High School 
Musical Theatre Awards, 
or Jimmy Awards, last 
year. Sutton Foster Award 
winner Gretchen Shope, 
a graduate of H.H. Dow 
High School in Midland, 
took the Jimmy for best 
performance by an ac-
tress. 

“That was a fun feather 
in our cap for the work 
that’s being done in our 
state,” Olmscheid said.

He and his team have 
also developed a five- to 
seven-year plan to re-
furbish the 43-year-old 
Wharton Center in time 

for its 45th and 50th seasons.
Audiences have already noticed $5 

million in improvements that began last 
year, from new carpets and handrails to 
new furniture, with improved dressing 
rooms, concession stands and acoustic 
enhancements on the way. A mix of do-
nations and MSU facilities funds is pay-
ing for the upgrades.

After three seasons as executive di-
rector, tracking the slow recovery of 
musical theater and live performance 
from the disastrous COVID shutdowns, 
Olmscheid has come to a few tentative 
conclusions. Although ticket sales are 
“creeping” to pre-pandemic levels, he 
doesn’t expect that trend to continue 
on its own. It will take innovative and 
judicious programming to grow the au-
dience further.

“Whatever bounce-back was going to 
happen has happened,” he said. “This is 
the new normal. We’ve all adjusted our 
habits and interests and resumed our 
lives accordingly. There’s no going back 
to anything anymore.” 

On the donation front, there’s good 
and bad news.

“Most organizations are raising more 
dollars, but from fewer households,” 
he said. “Fewer people are being more 
generous. That’s great, but in the long 
run, we have to focus on broader phil-
anthropic support.”

There is no cavalry coming to the res-
cue.

“We are tasked by the university to be 
an auxiliary unit,” Olmscheid said. “We 
don’t get direct support from MSU for 
programming.” The venue only receives 
support from MSU for building expens-
es or rentals for MSU-based performers 
like the Professors of Jazz or its sym-
phony orchestra.

“We are on our own,” Olmscheid said. 
“We are functioning as if we are our own 
independent, nonprofit organization. 
To maintain that level of scale and, now 
two years post-pandemic, operate in the 
black, we feel that is a pretty big success 
story in the arts.”
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In the black and giving back
Expansion, education mark Eric Olmscheid’s tenure at Wharton Center

Courtesy

In his first year as executive director of the Wharton Center, Eric 
Olmscheid (left) expanded the Sutton Foster Awards program 
to cover the entire state of Michigan. Last year, the program 
produced its first big winner at the National High School Musical 
Theatre Awards: Gretchen Shope (right), a graduate of H.H. Dow 
High School in Midland, who took the Jimmy for best performance 
by an actress.
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The 8th Annual Cracked Pot Studio Tour is a celebra-
tion of clay art and the clay artists.  The 10 studio hosts 
have invited guest potters from all over Michigan.  To-
gether, they are presenting a diverse show of pottery 
and ceramic arts for you to admire and purchase.  You 
may visit any or all ten studios, meet the  potters, enjoy 
their hospitality,  observe their demonstrations, and ad-
mire the surroundings that inspire the artists’ work.

■ EAST LANSING ■ HASLET T ■ HOWELL ■  GRAND LEDGE ■ LAINGSBURG ■ MASON ■ WILLIAMSTON ■

QR Code  
accesses: 
the CPST/Website, 
Tour Map of  
Studios & Artist 
Details.September 20-21, 2025  10 am - 5 pm 

Self-Guided Driving Tour & Sale  -  Featuring 50 Michigan Ceramic Artists

ACP    Artistic Creations Plus 
285 Sherwood Road, Williamston 

BP  Backyard Pottery  
14880 W. Eaton Hwy., Grand Ledge 

CS  Cassaday Studio 
2092 Dietz Road, Williamston 

DS DeLind Studio 
3257 West Howell Road, Mason 

FK   Fox Knoll Pottery 
15811 Upton Road, East Lansing 

MG  Marie Gougeon Studio 
6299 Doyle Road, Laingsburg 

NK Ned Krouse Studio 
5413 Meridian Road, Haslett 

OGP   Oak Grove Pottery 
728 Tucker Lane, Howell 

RSB  Red Barn Pottery At Stillpoint 
4098 Zimmerman Road, Williamston 

RCS   Red Cedar Studio 
4411 Rodeo Trail, Williamston 

M
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Admission is free 
 www.crackedpotstudiotour.com
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517-999-6704

Public art: Once vandalism, now visionary
Public art can be traced to ancient 

times, but it has evolved into its own 
art form, beginning in the 1960s on 
the streets of New York City and the 

underground subway lines traversing 
the city. Initially, it was considered 
vandalism, until modern-day graf-
fiti artists and sculptors like Banksy, 

Basquiat, Haring, Fairey and Lady 
Pink expanded the medium in cre-
ative ways. Lansing is home to hun-
dreds of public art pieces and outdoor 

sculptures. You never know where you 
might stumble across them, but they 
add life to the city.

— BILL CASTANIER

Photos by Bill Castanier

Michigan State University’s Horticulture Gardens 
come to life with public art, like this sculpture of 
a young boy reading in the Children’s Garden.

Dustin Hunt’s mural on the old Verlinden 
Elementary School tells the story of two broth-
ers, part of a series on a multi-generational 
Lansing family titled “Lansing Shaped.”

The area on the south side of the Shiawassee Street Bridge is crying for a 
large stone or a bench on which to sit and admire the ceramic tile installation. 
Completed by Alexandra Leonard, it is one of the most impressive communi-
ty-based public art projects in the city.

A hidden alley behind Good Truckin’ Diner in Old Town holds two out-
standing murals: one of Elvis Presley, painted by Eric Schantz, and 
another of a robot guarding a back entrance, created by Bob Rose.

Lansing Community College boasts a collection of outdoor 
sculptures that invite a look, such as this sculpture of a wom-
an holding two umbrellas, being admired by a young woman 
with an umbrella.
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By BILL CASTANIER
Over the years, I’ve come across 

some major collectors of rock ‘n’ roll 
posters and art. Most of them store 
their collections without frames in 
large, flat drawers or just rolled up 
and piled under a bed.

Not so with local collector Joe Kim-
ble, a professor emeritus at Cooley 
Law School. 

Sunday afternoon, Kimble will 
lead curated tours of the more than 
250 posters and art pieces he owns 
that hang on the 10th floor of Cool-
ey. Attendees must send an email to  
kimblej@cooley.edu to register.

Kimble has been an invet-
erate collector of rock and 
blues posters since he first 
attended the Ann Arbor 
Blues Festival in 1969. He’s 
still amazed by the stars 
who performed at the three-
day event at a neighborhood 
park, including Howlin’ 
Wolf, Muddy Waters and 
Clifton Chenier. From then 
on, he was hooked and con-
tinued to attend premier 
blues events while enrolled at the Uni-

versity of Michigan Law School. How-
ever, it wasn’t until the 1980s that he 
began to collect other music-related 
art.

Unlike some collectors, Kimble 
said, “I’m not a completist. I collect 
what I like and what is unusual.” So, 
in the Cooley exhibit, attendees will 
see a newer piece depicting Detroit 
rapper Eminem, cut from Michigan 
license plates, on display near a poster 
for a 1965 Supremes concert at Lin-
coln Center by the eminent fashion 
illustrator Joe Eula.

One of Kimble’s favorite things to 
collect is work by Michigan artists 
showcasing local performers. One 

wall of the Cooley display 
features a complete run 
of Michigan BluesFest 
posters and the art they 
were based on, created 
by Dennis Preston, Bruce 
Thayer, Barbara Hrani-
lovich and Brian Whit-
field. Kimble has also 
hung quite a collection of 
posters from shows at the 
legendary East Lansing 

venue The Stables, which operated 

from 1971 to 1975.
Kimble grew up in Linden, a far 

cry from the hotbeds of rock across 
the country — but not so far from 
Flint, where he attended his first 
rock extravaganza at the Industrial 

Mutual Association Auditorium, fea-
turing legends like Buddy Holly and 
Chuck Berry. According to Kimble, 
the legendary voodoo blues musician 
Screamin’ Jay Hawkins showcased his 
theater skills by sitting up in a coffin.

Numerous posters, photographs 
and works of art in Kimble’s collec-
tion have scribbles, which you might 
call signatures, from rockers, blues 
musicians and the artists behind the 
pieces.

Kimble prefers neat handwrit-
ing, but when you’re asking for au-
tographs, you can’t be picky. One of 
his holy grails is a poster for a docu-
mentary on Motown’s Funk Brothers, 
signed by five members of the group. 
Kimble said he stood in line for hours 
to get three of the autographs, only 
to be turned down by a manager. He 
used his experience as a lawyer to talk 
the manager into it.

One of his prized possessions is a 
jacket from The Band’s self-titled al-
bum, signed by each of the original 
members, who are now all deceased.

Of course, The Beatles take up ma-
jor wall space, with Andy Warhol’s 

Cooley Law School hides major collection of rock, blues art

Bill Castanier for City Pulse

Local collector Joe Kimble poses with 
a paper collage by Lansing artist Brian 
Whitfield, on display with more than 250 
other music-related posters and works of 
art at Cooley Law School.

Joe Kimble will lead 
public tours of 
his art collection 
beginning at 1 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 7, at 
Cooley Law School, 
300 S. Capitol Ave., in 
downtown Lansing. 
Attendees must email 
kimblej@cooley.edu 
to register.

See Collection, Page 18

Fall classes begin Monday, September 8th!

PERFORMING ARTS
BALLET · JAZZ · TAP · ACTING · IMPROV · SINGING

· AUDITION COACHING

HEALING ARTS
REIKI

OPTIMISTIC MENTAL TOUGHNESS
INTUITIVELY GUIDED EMPOWERMENT

BRAIN/BODY BALANCES
WOMEN’S CIRCLE

VALUE & QUALITY IN THE PERFORMING AND HEALING ARTS

CONTACT
www.ruhalacenter.com | info@ruhalacenter.com

517.337.0464
Ruhala Holistic Arts Center

1846 Haslett Road | East Lansing, MI 48823

P E R F O R M , H E A L ,
R E F R E S H Y O U R S P I R I T !
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psychedelic prints taking center stage. 
While on a private tour, Kimble 

talks affectionately about many of the 
works, like New Orleans artist Tami 
Curtis Ellis’ window-screen art pieces. 

Let’s just say they’re unique.
Part of what makes the exhibit de-

lightful is the breadth of styles used by 
the artists, as well as Kimble’s stories 
of how he acquired the works.

Most of the works are displayed 
outside the offices of administrators 
and professors, and they have a way of 
adding life to the often-quotidian law 

school experience, especially for the 
students.

One of the things I enjoyed about 
my tour was that Kimble is open to 
learning everything he can about the 
creators and subjects of the pieces in 
his collection. I was pleased to show 
him the tiny mouse on a Fillmore 
poster signed by artist Stanley Mouse.

Kimble said he hasn’t stopped col-
lecting — in fact, he has several piec-
es that are being framed. Most of the 
work is acquired from other collec-
tors, auctions and art festivals.

So, why are the posters and artworks 
displayed in the halls of Cooley? The 
answer is quite simple: “I ran out of 
wall space at home,” Kimble said.

Collection
from page 17

By CHRIS SILVA
In the heart of the burgeoning cannabis 

industry, where a market once defined by 
black-market mystique now seeks legit-
imacy and consumer loyalty, a different 
kind of alchemy is taking place. Today, 
it’s not just about cultivating high-qual-
ity flower or refining concentrates; it’s 
about crafting an identity, telling a sto-
ry and, most importantly, creating art. 
This is the domain of Flash Flippin’, a 
Michigan-based creative agency that has 
emerged as a beacon of artistic innova-
tion, challenging the cannabis industry 
to move beyond its traditional aesthetics 
and embrace a more refined, professional 
and visually compelling future.

Founded a little over three years ago 
by Jacob Szabo, the creative director, 
and Andrew Wright, the chief relation-
ship officer, Flash Flippin’ distinguishes 
itself not as a typical marketing firm but 
as a creative agency first. Its philosophy 
is simple yet revolutionary: to bring the 
same level of design precision seen in 
established packaged goods industries 
— such as those for snacks or beverag-
es — to cannabis. This isn’t about SEO 
optimization or mass text blasts; it’s 
about building a brand identity from the 
ground up, a cohesive vision that reso-
nates with consumers on an emotional 
and aesthetic level.

The art of brand identity
Flash Flippin’s portfolio is a testament 

to this creative-first approach. It handles 
everything from brand identities and lo-
gos to packaging design and even interi-
or design for dispensaries. Its work with 
the Native American cannabis company 
Waabigwan Mashkiki in Minnesota is a 
prime example. Flash Flippin’ conceptu-
alized all the branding, from packaging 
to in-store graphics, creating a unified 
and culturally resonant visual language. 
Flash Flippin’ also specializes in detailed 
3D renderings and animations, crafting 
full 30-second animated commercials 
that are as dynamic as they are memora-
ble.

This commitment to high-end, hu-
man-generated art is a deliberate stance 
against the industry’s often-used short-

cuts. As Szabo explains, while AI and 
stock imagery are tools, they’re not re-
placements for genuine creativity. The 
agency prides itself on creating a seamless 
and cohesive artistic vision, from the pho-
tographer shooting a lifestyle campaign 
to the illustrator drawing packaging 
graphics. This is the difference between a 
brand that just exists and one that truly 
connects with its audience, building an 
internal library of stock images that pro-
vides genuine, relatable visuals.

The most striking example of Flash 
Flippin’s artistic genius is its work for 
Jars, a prominent cannabis client in 
Michigan. When Jars wanted a cam-
paign for its deli-style flower — a concept 
that allows customers to see and choose 
their product in bulk — Flash Flippin’ 
didn’t just design a logo or a billboard. 

It envisioned and executed a full-scale, 
multi-platform art installation.

The concept was brilliant in its sim-
plicity: “What if we take over an entire 
deli?” Flash Flippin’ didn’t just make an 
ad; it built a world. The company created 
an entire deli environment from scratch, 
which served as the set for a commercial 
that aired during the NBA playoffs. This 
campaign was a masterclass in navigat-
ing the intricate regulations of cannabis 
advertising. To circumvent restrictions 
on showing actual product, the team used 
clever euphemisms, having actors talk 
about “lettuce” and “greens.” This artistic 
approach allowed Jars to reach a broad 
audience through broadcast television, 
something that would have been impos-
sible with a traditional, product-focused 
ad.

As Wright noted, this campaign seam-
lessly tied together billboards and other 
marketing materials, creating a cohesive 
narrative around Jars’ new deli-style of-
fering. This wasn’t just a commercial; it 
was a performance art piece, an installa-
tion that engaged the audience and made 
a statement about the brand’s identity. It 
was a bold, creative choice that cement-
ed Jars’ place in the market and demon-
strated Flash Flippin’s ability to think far 
outside the box.

A call for artistic evolution
The cannabis industry is maturing, and 

with that comes a new level of consumer 
expectation. As Szabo rightly points out, 
when the quality of the product itself be-
comes more or less consistent across the 
board, it’s the brand identity that will be 
the key differentiator. It’s the difference 
between Apple and Samsung, or Coke 
and Pepsi. The packaging and the brand 
story are the first points of contact for 
many consumers, especially those who 
aren’t “super heady” and don’t know the 
lineage of every strain.

Many legacy growers and caregivers 
have struggled with this reality. They’ve 
been conditioned to believe that great 
product is enough, but in a crowded, 
competitive market, it’s not. The com-
panies that are succeeding, even if their 
product quality varies, are the ones with 
great branding. These businesses have 
found a way to package and market their 
offerings with an aesthetic that truly 
speaks to the consumer.

This is the gap that Flash Flippin’ fills. 
By infusing the cannabis industry with 
genuine artistry and creative vision, it 
helps brands build lasting connections 
with consumers. It’s proving that in an 
industry once hidden in the shadows, a 
brand’s visual identity isn’t just an after-
thought — it’s the essence of its appeal.

A dazzling canvas: Flash Flippin’s artistic flair in the cannabis industry
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Flash Flippin’

Courtesy Flash Flippin’

When Michigan dispensary chain Jars wanted a campaign for its deli-style flower, 
Flash Flippin’ seamlessly tied together billboards, a commercial, packaging and oth-
er marketing materials, creating a cohesive narrative.
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By VIDALIA WENZLICK
A new season of live en-

tertainment is upon us, and 
theaters in Lansing and the 
surrounding areas are getting 
ready to pull back the curtains. 
Many are tied together by a 
certain theme or direction, 
which range across theaters, 
offering something for virtu-
ally every drama lover to en-
joy. As these shows start to hit 
the stage, be prepared for not 
only classics but contemporary 
pieces, comedies, musicals and 
much more.

MSU Department of Theatre
This school year, Michigan 

State University will offer a va-
riety of shows under the theme 
“Secrets and Spotlights.” These 
include plays, musicals, the-
atrical dance, improv and, for 
the first time ever, shows that 
will be recorded in front of a 
studio audience. 

“We’re looking at theater in complete-
ly different ways than 
we have in the past,” 
Interim Department 
Chair Kirk Domer 
said. With a significant 
change to the theater 
program, the depart-
ment is exploring more 
experimental shows. 

“It’s filled with work 
that’s cutting edge, re-
invention, pairings,” he said. “This is the 

chance to see something new and some-
thing vibrant.”

The season kicks off with “Taking 
Off,” a high-flying musi-
cal comedy set on an air-
plane, playing from Sept. 
19 to 21. The second show 
is a two-parter, featuring 
Anton Chekhov’s classic 
play “The Seagull” and 
Aaron Posner’s contem-
porary adaptation, “Stu-
pid F****ing Bird” (Oct. 
4 through 12). Shake-

speare’s “Othello” will follow from Nov. 

7 through 16, with the comedic Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde adaptation 
“Chemical Imbalance” beginning 
the week after (Nov. 19 through 
23). As the semester comes to a 
close, the annual “MSU Unscript-
ed” improv show will bring the 
laughs from Dec. 4 through 7.

After a two-month break, a the-
atrical dance production titled 
“Echoes from the Banks of the 
Red Cedar,” running from Feb. 
14 through 22, will bring theater 
back to MSU. In March, the The-
atre Department will team up with 
WKAR to bring multiple shows to 
a live studio audience, revitalizing 
the energy of classic sitcoms with-
in the walls of MSU’s public broad-
cast station. Closing out the season 
is Jane Austen’s “Persuasion” April 
14 through 19 and the first-ever 
Storefront Series musical April 23 
through 26.

Tickets can be purchased at 
whartoncenter.com. MSU student 

tickets are free. More information about 
the lineup is available at theatre.msu.
edu.

Williamston Theatre 
Williamston Theatre has five shows 

scheduled for its 19th season, aiming to 
offer “a blend of escapism with thought-
ful, heartfelt comedy and love,” artistic 
director Tony Caselli said, “because it 
feels like what the world needs right 
now is a little bit of laughter and a little 
bit of escapism.” 

The season starts out with “Every 

Brilliant Thing,” a coming-of-age story 

about a child who attempts to ease her 

mother’s pain by making a list of every 

“brilliant” thing in the world, from Oct. 

Courtesy photo 

Anastasia Breen rehearses a musical number with 
musical director Dave Wendelberger in preparation for 
the MSU Department of Theatre’s first show of the sea-
son, “Taking Off.”

Behind 
the Curtain

BEHIND 
THE CURTAIN

BEHIND 
THE

CURTAIN

BEHIND THE CURTAIN

Tickets available now at peppermintcreek.org

The new cult musical sensation.
SEPT.  19-21, 25-28 

STORIES 
ARE BETTER 
FACE-TO-FACE

W I L L I A M STO N
T H E AT R E . O R G

E X P LO R E  O U R  
2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  S E A S O N

See 2025-‘26 seasons, Page 20

Local theaters’ 2025-‘26 seasons guided by eclectic themes
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2 through 26. Next is “A Sherlock Car-
ol,” a blend of the classic sleuth myster-
ies and “A Christmas Carol.” After that 
is “Dial M for Murder” from Feb. 5 to 
March 8; “Bad Books,” a comedic and 
poignant tale about book banning, from 
April 23 to May 31; and “The 39 Steps,” 
adapted from the novel by John Buchan 
and the film by Alfred Hitchcock, from 
July 9 to Aug. 16. Williamston will also 
host live music, stand-up comedy and 
staged readings throughout the season. 
Tickets and more information are avail-
able at williamstontheatre.org.

Ixion Ensemble
Ixion Ensemble artistic director Jeff 

Croff said the theme of theater’s four-
show season is provided by the pro-
ductions bookending the season: “A 
Song for Coretta,” a play highlighting 
the experience of five mourners at the 
late Coretta Scott King’s funeral (Oct. 
10 through 12 and 17 through 19), and 
“Call for Defiance,” for which Ixion will 
select eight to 10 short plays from more 
than 200 submissions to close the sea-
son in June.

“The first creates the dialogue as we 
look back at leaders and how we really 
live the mission that they give us. That 
combined with the act of standing up 
and defining what you stand for or de-
fying that which you are against,” Croff 
said.

After “A Song for Coretta” is “Pil-
lowman,” a dark, contemporary fable 
exploring anxiety and dread. The final 
show on the roster is “Kindness,” a story 
focused on a mysterious teenager who is 
not what she seems.

All plays will be staged at Stage One at 
Sycamore Creek Eastwood. Ticket links 
will be available closer to each show on 
Ixion’s Facebook page.

Peppermint Creek
Peppermint Creek Theatre Co.’s six-

show season revolves around the theme 
“Based on a True Story.” Whether the 
show is entirely based on a real event or 
based on the reality of the times we’re in 
now, the company is exploring old and 
new stories that align with its mission 
“to address vital issues in society, raise 
awareness and encourage dialogue with 
the shows we produce,” artistic director 
Chad Swan-Badgero said.

The season begins with “Ride the 
Cyclone,” a comedic musical about six 
teenagers and a rollercoaster accident 
that raises questions about life, from 
Sept. 19 through 21 and 25 through 
28. After that is “The Best We Could (A 
Family Tragedy),” about a road trip tak-
en by a girl and her dad to rescue a dog, 
leading to a journey of past reflection, 
playing from Nov. 7 through 9 and 13 
through 16. Auditions will be Sept. 21 
and 22. The four remaining shows are 
the annual production of “All Is Calm: 
The Christmas Truce of 1914” Dec. 10 
through 14, the 2021 Capitol riot-re-
lated drama “Fatherland” from Jan. 23 
through 25 and Jan. 29 through Feb. 1, 
family drama “Fairview” from March 13 
through 15 and 19 through 22, and the 
vaccination-related satire “Eureka Day” 
from May 8 through 10 and 14 through 
17.

Tickets can be purchased at pepper-
mintcreek.org. Performances will be 
held at Stage One at Sycamore Creek 
Eastwood, except for two showings of 
“All Is Calm” in Battle Creek and Fen-
ton.

“Jagged Little Pill: The Musical”
Friday, Sept. 5-Sunday, Sept. 7 and Sept. 
12-14
7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday
Lebowsky Center for Performing Arts
122 E. Main St., Owosso
lebowskycenter.com

“Legally Blonde: The Musical”
Sept. 11-14 and 18-21
7 p.m. Thursday
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday
Riverwalk Theatre
228 Museum Drive, Lansing
riverwalktheatre.com

“A Beautiful Noise: The Neil Diamond 
Musical”
Sept. 16-21

7:30 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday
2 p.m. Saturday
1 and 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Wharton Center Cobb Great Hall
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
whartoncenter.com

“Ride the Cyclone”
Peppermint Creek Theatre Co.
Sept. 19-21 and 25-28
7 p.m. Thursday-Saturday
3 p.m. Saturday-Sunday
Stage One at Sycamore Creek Eastwood
2200 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing
peppermintcreek.org

“Taking Off!”
MSU Department of Theatre
Sept. 19-21
7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday
 2 p.m. Sunday
Wharton Center Pasant Theatre
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
theatre.msu.edu

September theater productions:

2025-‘26 seasons
from page 19
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Austin Curtis was a 
prominent Black scientist whose work had 
spectacularly practical applications. Among his 
successes: He developed many new uses for 
peanut byproducts, including rubbing oils for pain 
relief. His work exploited the untapped potential 
of materials that others neglected or discarded. I 
urge you to adopt a similar strategy in the coming 
weeks, Aries: Be imaginative as you repurpose 
scraps and leftovers. Convert afterthoughts into 
useful assets. Breakthroughs could come from 
compost heaps, forgotten files or half-forgotten 
ideas. You have the power to find value where 
others see junk.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): In Polynesian navigation, 
sailors read the subtle rise and fall of ocean swells 
to find islands and chart their course. They also 
observe birds, winds, stars and cloud formations. 
The technique is called wayfinding. I invite you to 
adopt your own version of that strategy, Taurus. 
Trust waves and weather rather than maps. 
Authorize your body to sense the future in ways 
that your brain can’t. Rely more fully on what you 
see and sense rather than what you think. Are you 
willing to dwell in the not-knowingness? Maybe 
go even further: Be excited about dwelling in the 
not-knowingness. Don’t get fixated on plotting the 
whole journey. Instead, assume that each day’s 
signs will bring you the information you need. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The umbrella thorn acacia 
is an African tree whose roots grow up to 115 feet 
deep to tap hidden water beneath the desert floor. 
Above ground, it may look like a scraggly cluster 
of green, but underground, it is a masterpiece 
of reach and survival. I see you as having 
resemblances to this tree these days, Gemini. 
Others may only see your surface gestures and 
your visible productivity. But you know how deep 
your roots run and how far you are reaching to 
nourish yourself. Don’t underestimate the power 
of your attunement to your core. Draw all you need 
from that primal reservoir.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): To make a tabla drum sing, 
the artisan adds a black patch of iron filings and 
starch at the center of the drumhead. Called a 
“syahi,” it creates complex overtones and allows 
the musician to summon both pitch and rhythm 
from the same surface. Let’s imagine, Cancerian, 
that you will be like that drum in the coming weeks. 
A spot that superficially looks out of place may 
actually be what gives your life its music. Your 
unique resonance will come not in spite of your 
idiosyncratic pressure points, but because of 
them. So, don’t aim for sterile perfection. Embrace 
the irregularity that sings.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): There’s a Zen motto: “Before 
enlightenment, chop wood, carry water. After 
enlightenment, chop wood, carry water.” I hope 
you apply that wisdom in the coming weeks, 
Leo. Your breakthrough moments of insight have 
come or will come soon. But your next move 
should not consist of being self-satisfied or inert. 
Instead, I hope you seek integration. Translate 
your innovations into your daily rhythm. Turn the 
happy accidents into enduring improvements. The 
progress that comes next won’t be as flashy or 
visible, but it’ll be just as crucial.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Gross national product is a 
standard of economic success by which countries 
gauge their health. It reflects the world’s obsession 
with material wealth. But the Buddhist nation of 
Bhutan has a different accounting system: gross 
national happiness. It includes factors like the 
preservation of the environment, enrichment 
of the culture and quality of governance. Here’s 
an example of how Bhutan has raised its GNH. 
Its scenic beauty could generate a huge tourist 
industry. But strict limits have been placed on the 
number of foreign visitors, ensuring the land won’t 
be trampled and despoiled. I would love to see you 
take a similar GNH inventory, Virgo. Tally how well 
you have loved and been loved. Acknowledge your 
victories and awakenings. Celebrate the beauty of 
your life.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In Japanese haiku, poets 
may reference the lingering scent of flowers as 
a metaphor for a trace of something vivid that 
continues to be evocative after the event has 
passed. I suspect you understand this quite well 
right now. You are living in such an after-scent. 
A situation, encounter or vision seems to have 
ended, but its echo is inviting you to remain 
attentive. Here’s my advice: Keep basking in the 
reverberations. Let your understandings and 
feelings continue to evolve. Your assignment is 
to allow the original experience to complete its 
transmission. The full blossoming needs more time 
to unfold.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In the Australian desert, 
there’s a phenomenon called desert varnish. It’s 
a thin, dark coating of clay, iron and manganese 
oxides. It forms over rocks due to microbial 
activity and prolonged exposure to wind and sun. 
Over time, these surfaces become canvases for 
Indigenous artists to create images. I like to think of 
their work as storytelling etched into endurance. 
In the coming weeks, Scorpio, consider using this 
marvel as a metaphor. Be alert for the markings of 
your own epic myth as they appear on the surfaces 
of your life. Summon an intention to express the 
motifs of your heroic story in creative ways. Show 
the world the wisdom you have gathered during 
your long, strange wanderings.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): In Indigenous 
Australian lore, the Dreamtime is a parallel 
dimension overlapping the material world, always 
present and accessible through ritual and listening. 
Virtually all Indigenous cultures throughout history 
have conceived of and interacted with comparable 
realms. If you are open to the possibility, you now 
have an enhanced capacity to draw sustenance 
from this otherworld. I encourage you to go in 
quest of help and healing that may only be available 
there. Pay close attention to your dreams. Ask 
your meditations to give you long glimpses of the 
hidden magic.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Saturn is your ruling 
planet and archetype. In the old myth of the god 
Saturn, he rules time, which is not an enemy but a 
harvester. He gathers what has ripened. I believe 
the coming weeks will feature his metaphorical 
presence, Capricorn. You are primed to benefit 
from ripening. You are due to collect the fruits of 
your labors. This process may not happen in loud 
or dramatic ways. A relationship may deepen. 
A skill may get fully integrated. A long-running 
effort may coalesce. I say it’s time to celebrate! 
Congratulate yourself for having built with patience 
and worked through the shadows. Fully register 
the fact that your labor is love in slow motion.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): In Greek mythology, 
the constellation Aquarius was linked to a heroic 
character named Ganymede. The great god 
Zeus made this beautiful man the cupbearer to 
the gods. And what drink did Ganymede serve? 
Ambrosia, the divine drink of immortality. In 
accordance with astrological omens, I’m inviting 
you to enjoy a Ganymede-like phase in the coming 
weeks. Please feel emboldened to dole out your 
gorgeous uniqueness and weirdness to all who 
would benefit from it. Let your singular authenticity 
pour out freely. Be an overflowing source of joie de 
vivre and lust for life. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In 1932, trailblazing 
aviator Amelia Earhart made a nonstop solo flight 
across the Atlantic, steering through icy winds and 
mechanical trouble. When she landed, she said 
she had been “too busy” to be scared. This is an 
excellent motto for you now, Pisces: “too busy to 
be scared.” Not because you should ignore your 
feelings, but because immersion in your good 
work, mission and devotion will carry you through 
any momentary turbulence. You now have the 
power to throw yourself so completely into your 
purpose that fear becomes a background hum.

Jonesin' Crossword                                         By Matt Jones

“That’s Right” -- of 
this we can be 
certain.
by Matt Jones
© 2025 Matt Jones

ACROSS
1. Econ. indicator
4. “30 Rock” co-star 
Baldwin
8. Musical key with 
two flats
14. Dinghy thingy
15. Osso ___ (veal 
entree)
16. Gap
17. Colorful theft 
deterrents
19. Some popular 
Japanese films
20. “Conan O’Brien 
Needs a Friend” co-
host ___ Movsesian
21. “The Great Race” 
or “It’s a Mad, Mad, 
Mad, Mad World,” 
perhaps
23. Amazonian berry
25. Certainly, in 
Chartres
26. Tabula ___
27. Sometimes-scary 
story?
29. Sigur ___ 
(Icelandic post-rock 
band)
31. FedEx rival
32. Jamaican 
Olympic gold 
medalist sprinter 
___ Powell
33. Ire
36. TV offerings 
where the cast 
might learn the 
true meaning of the 
season -- or go trick-
or-treating
41. Nice round 
figure?
42. Former Chevron 
competitor
43. Superlative 
ending
46. Feel sickly

47. Hands, in 
Honduras
48. Old-timey 
stadium cheers
50. Quick swim
52. “Seasons of 
Love” musical
53. Slightly darker, 
earthier-tasting 
Swedish breakfast 
fare
56. The Beatles’ “___ 
Her Standing There”
59. Fizz-ify
60. Pirate costume 
feature
62. Gets something 
for something
63. “Alice’s 
Restaurant” 
chronicler Guthrie
64. Sashimi tuna
65. “Quaking” trees
66. Condé or 
Thomas follower
67. Did we figure out 
what the long theme 
answers have in 
common?

DOWN
1. Pantheon crew
2. “Banana Boat 
Song” shout
3. Before birth
4. ‘70s hoops gp.
5. Susan of “All My 
Children”
6. Fashion designer 
Marc
7. Mag with quizzes
8. Showy irises with 
an even showier 
plural ending
9. Lots and lots
10. More aloof
11. Ten-key setup, 
slangily
12. Around lunchtime
13. Imp
18. Tijuana’s time 
zone
22. Latvia’s locale
24. Easternmost U.S. 
national park
27. “That feels good”
28. General linked to 
poultry
30. Tahini base

33. In repeating 
phases
34. Aptly named 
underworld goddess
35. Bucharest’s 
country
37. Dry quality
38. “Just go”
39. “Foucault’s 
Pendulum” author 
Umberto
40. Nautical signal
43. Goof list
44. Creator of Lord 
Peter Wimsey
45. Some can beat it
49. One of 13 of 52
51. Ecstatic hymn
52. Instagram short 
videos
54. Two fives for ___
55. Actress 
Sedgwick
57. Hurt
58. Indiana Jones 
prop
61. Poker build-up

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)    	       Answers on page 25

SUDOKU	 Intermediate

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                                 Sept. 3-9, 2025
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East Lansing Downtown Management Board 
Meeting - Noon. City Hall Room 209, 410 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Grand Concert Series: Black Barn Band (classic 
rock) - Free. 6 p.m. Lansing Center riverfront pla-
za, 333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. facebook.com/
GrandConcertSeries.

Group Dance Class: Beginning American-Style 
Rhumba - A rhythmic dance with a “slow, quick, 
quick” step pattern, emphasizing hip movements 
and a flowing, rocking motion. 7 p.m. Michigan 
Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 
Register by calling 517-364-8888.

Live & Eclectic, with Craig Hendershott - Enjoy 
acoustic renditions of classic rock hits and deep 
cuts, plus some originals, on the REO Town Pub 

patio! 7-9 p.m. 1145 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. 
craighendershott.com.

MACC Chamber Mixer - Network and mingle over 
light refreshments and hors d’oeuvres! Learn 
more about Thrivent Financial, one of our MACC 
board members’ businesses. We’ll have a 50/50 
drawing and prizes to give away. 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Be Love Meditation, 322 S. Jefferson St., Ste. 
204, Mason. facebook.com/masonchamber.

Opening Reception: “Physical Spells” - Be among 
the first to experience this experimental exhi-
bition and meet the artist. Light refreshments 
will be served. Free and open to all. 4-6 p.m. 
311 Abbot Road, East Lansing. facebook.com/
MSUMuseum.

Wednesday, Sept. 3 
Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community Church, 
4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.org.

Allen Farmers Market - Craft vendor: Marilyn’s 
Custom Crafts. Live music by The Panhandlers. 
3-6:30 p.m. Allen Neighborhood Center, 1629 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. allenneighborhoodcen-
ter.org/allen-farmers-market.

Arts Council Grant Chat - Stop by Chengdu 
Teahouse to discuss your grant questions and 
creative ideas with membership & program 
manager Taylor Haslett. She can provide infor-
mation on local grant opportunities and assist 
you in planning your applications. 1-2:30 p.m. 100 
E. César E. Chávez Ave., Lansing. facebook.com/
ArtsCouncilGL.

Bingo - Every Wednesday. Doors open at 4:30 
p.m. Bingo cafe 5 p.m. Early bird 6 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids Senior Center, 201 Grand St., Eaton Rap-
ids. facebook.com/EatonRapidsSeniorCenter.

Businesswomen Coffee Talk: Sharing Strategies 
and Insights - An opportunity to ask questions of 
and network with other business owners. Email 
info@fosterswift.com by Aug. 27 to RSVP. 8:30-
9:30 a.m. Foster Swift Collins & Smith, 313 S. 
Washington Square, Lansing. fosterswift.com.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Gavin McDonnell - Stick around after Lansing Live 
for a special late-night set with Gavin McDonnell. 
No cover! 9:30-10:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner 
St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com. 

Group Dance Class: Beginning Salsa - Salsa is 
a dynamic, vibrant dance characterized by its 
energetic footwork, fluid turns and rhythmic hip 
movements. 8 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. Register by calling 
517-364-8888.

Karaoke at Lansing Shuffle, with Big Man 
Genesis - 9-11 p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 
lansingshuffle.com.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - Whether you’re 
experienced or just starting out, the stage is 
open to all. Not a performer? Enjoy dinner, drinks 
and live music. No cover, all ages welcome. 6-9 
p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urban-
beatevents.com.

Magic: The Gathering Club - We invite players of 
all skill levels to join us. Cards not provided. This 
is a drop-in adult program. 5:30-8 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Char-
lotte. charlottelibrary.org. 

Meridian Summer Concert Series: Don Middle-
brook (trop rock) - Free. 6:30 p.m. Marketplace 
on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos. 
meridian.mi.us.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park 
Drive, Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

Open Mic - Whether you’re a seasoned song-
writer or someone with a melody in your back 
pocket, this is a welcoming space to share your 
work, connect with fellow artists and soak in the 
inspiration. 4:30-6:30 p.m. Elderly Instruments, 
1100 N. Washington Ave., Lansing. elderly.com.

Portland Sounds of Summer Concert Series: 
Serita’s Black Rose (funk/rock/blues) - Free. 6:30 
p.m. Two Rivers Park, 201 Divine Hwy., Portland. 
facebook.com/MiPortlandDowntown.

Puppy Yoga - Get ready to downward dog with 
adorable puppies running around, bringing joy and 
relaxation to your yoga practice. 6 p.m. Canines 
for Change Training and Enrichment Center, 5573 
N. Michigan Road, Dimondale. shorturl.at/AQ3nQ.

Weaving the Web: Ecstasy - Join us online or in 
person every Wednesday for discussions, rituals, 
meditations and more! 6 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Youth Group Dance Class: Beginning East Coast 
Swing - East Coast Swing is considered a relative-
ly easy swing dance to learn, making it popular 
for beginners. 4 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. Register by calling 
517-364-8888.

Thursday, Sept. 4 
Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow 
Urgent Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. cmi-
alanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presby-
terian Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cmialanon.org.

Barrington Levy - Jamaican dancehall/reggae art-
ist Barrington Levy brings his “Here I Come” tour 
to Grewal Hall. 8 p.m. 224 S. Washington Square, 
Lansing. hall224.com.

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James 
Couzens Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. 
shopbfm.org.

Bike Night at Summerlands Brewing Co. - Stop by 
for a bit and relax with some great food and drink 
specials! It’s also Taco Thursday! 6-10 p.m. 1957 Ce-
dar St., Holt. facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Blue Denim - Formerly known as The Local Group, 
this Lansing-based band blends blues, rock, R&B, 
funk and jazz into one dynamic live performance. 
No cover! 7-8:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com. 

Capital Area Modelers Society Meeting - Learn 
about building scale models, display what you’re 
working on and get to know others interested in 
the hobby. 6:30-8 p.m. Judson Baptist Church, 531 
Glendale Ave., Lansing. capitalareamodelerssoci-
ety.wordpress.com.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or 
any other portable craft project and immerse 
yourself in an evening of creativity, conversation 
and community. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

DEIB Learning in the Workplace - This session is 
designed to empower leaders with the skills to 
help create an impactful and inclusive curriculum 
in collaboration with partners in their organi-
zation. 10 a.m. MSUFCU, 3777 West Road, East 
Lansing. facebook.com/LansingChamber.

Dimondale Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. Village 
Square, 136 N. Bridge St., Dimondale. facebook.
com/dimondalefarmersmarket.

Double D String Band - Join us for a relaxed eve-
ning of dinner and live music, featuring the Double 
D String Band. No cover! 9-10:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 
1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com. 
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
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LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 23

Lansing Matinee Musicale Emerging 
Artist Award Finale

1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 6
First Presbyterian Church, Molly Grove Chapel

510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing

Local nonprofit Lansing Matinee Musicale, one of Michigan’s oldest arts 
organizations, has reached the final round of its Emerging Artist competition 
for musical theater, which “seeks to identify the best musical theater artists 
who have begun their professional journey and need that one break to move 
their careers forward.”

The global competition was open to musical theater soloists between the 
ages of 20 to 28. Three have made it past the first two rounds and into 
the finals: Rachael Dec, who majored in theater and minored in dance at 
Northwestern University; Sarah Juliano, who graduated from the University 
of Michigan’s School of Music, Theatre & Dance and studied at The Second 
City in Chicago and New York; and Sydney Roslin, a performer, director and 
writer who grew up in Michigan and now resides in Manhattan.

Judging the contest, which is free and open to the public, is University of 
Michigan Professor Emerita Melody Racine; theater director, choreographer 
and educator Greg Ganakas; and Michigan State University Professor Rob 
Roznowski. The winner of the competition will receive $2,000, with a $1,500 
award for the runner up and a $500 prize for third place.

The musicale, which has long seen a lack of support for post-graduate 
students and young professionals in performance-related fields, has pre-
sented its Emerging Artist Award periodically for decades. The contests 
have focused on a variety of disciplines, including voice, piano, strings, 
dance, woodwinds and brass.

“A lot of these people have already gone to school for it or studied for it, 
and then they’ve gone off to New York or Los Angeles or someplace, and 
they’re trying to be young professionals. Our goal is to give them a little 
boost, especially if they’re from Michigan, because it is a really hard field to 
succeed in,” musicale Vice President Patrice Van Voorhees said in an inter-
view with City Pulse at the start of the competition in November.
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Parkinson’s Exercise: Movement with Vitality - 
Free exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. 
Caregivers are welcome to participate if space 
permits. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-
364-8800. lapsg.org.

TGIF Closing of the Patio Dance Party - Doors 
7 p.m., line dance lesson 7:15 p.m., dance 8 
p.m.-midnight. DJ Ben Kitchen in the house, Full 
House Band on the patio. Dinner buffet pro-
vided. Cash/credit bar available. Hawk Hollow 
Banquet Center, 15101 Chandler Road, Bath. 
tgifdance.com.

Saturday, Sept. 6 
20th Anniversary Harvest Celebration - Join 
us in celebrating 20 years of Burgdorf’s 
Winery and our first anniversary at Choice 
Farm Market. Enjoy live music, wine tastings 
and slushies, brisket sandwiches and hot 
dog combos, local artists and gorgeous 
vineyard views. Noon-6 p.m. 4212 E. Holt 
Road, Webberville. dacebook.com/wine.
burgdorfs.

Swifts Night Out
7:30-9 p.m. Monday, Sept. 8
Smith Floral & Greenhouses

1124 E. Mount Hope Ave., 
Lansing

Michigan Audubon invites 
bird enthusiasts of all ages to 
gather Monday evening for a 
unique spectacle as hundreds 
of chimney swifts fly in to roost. 
According to the organization, 
the birds “flock together in a tor-
nado-like formation, flying in in-
creasingly tighter circles before 
dropping into the chimney where they roost for the night.”

Because swifts are wild creatures, there’s no set time that they will appear, 
but activity is expected to start just before sunset and continue through dusk. 
Guests will have time to chat with fellow birders and ask Michigan Audubon 
conservation manager Chad Machinski any swift-related questions. Informa-
tion will be available on swift conservation efforts, since the species has seen 
a sharp decline in population in recent decades due to factors such as urban 
development and climate change.

The event is free. Attendees should meet at the Smith Floral parking lot. For 
more information, visit michiganaudubon.org/calendar.

Our patented system keeps out all common debris 

+See Representative for full warranty details. *Promotional offer includes 15% off plus an additional 10% off 
for qualified veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 

Stainless Steel 
Micromesh

Custom Fit To Your New or 
Existing Gutters

uPVC Frame

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter* Discount For 

Seniors + Military

EXPIRES: 10/31/2025 AN ADDITIONAL

LeafFilter.com/PulseAutumn – Promo: 600

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-833-382-4005
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Parkinson’s Exercise: Rock-Steady Boxing - Free 
exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. 
Caregivers are welcome to participate if space 
permits. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-
364-8800. lapsg.org. 

South Lansing Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 
Feeders Pet Supply parking lot, 5016 S. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. facebook.com/
SouthLansingFarmersMarket.

Spirit of Michigan Chorus Rehearsal - We’re 
an inclusive community of women who sing a 
cappella in the barbershop style. We welcome 
all levels of musical experience. 6:45 p.m. 
Church of the Nazarene, 4851 Holt Road, Holt. 
spiritofmichiganchorus.com.

Summerlands Brewing Co. Crossword Chal-
lenge - Each team is given a copy of the same 
crossword puzzle. The first team to complete 
the crossword correctly wins a $10 certificate 
valid for a future visit. Start at 7 or 8 p.m. 1957 
Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/summerlands-
brewing.

Thursday Night Open Forge - Try your hand 
at blacksmithing and create your own metal 
masterpieces! 6-9 p.m. Artfire Michigan, 4567 
Churchill Road, Leslie. artfiremichigan.com.

The Wild Shoats at The Robin Theatre - Winners 
of the Appalachian String Band Music Festival’s 
2023 Neo-Traditional Band Competition, The 
Wild Shoats make this stop in Lansing on their 
way to the Wheatland Music Festival in Remus. 
8 p.m. 1105 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. ten-
poundfiddle.org.

Friday, Sept. 5
Biscits (18+) - The Breakaway College Tour 
brings electronic music producer Biscits to 
Grewal Hall. 8 p.m. 224 S. Washington Square, 
Lansing. hall224.com.

Country Night at Lansing Shuffle - Enjoy line 
dance instruction from 8-9 p.m., followed by 
modern country music playing until midnight! 
We’ll have drink specials all night. No cover! 325 
Riverfront Drive, Lansing. lansingshuffle.com.

Cruise to Holt - All types and years of cars, 
trucks and bikes welcome. No entry fee! Spec-
tators encouraged. Food truck on the first and 
third Friday of the month. DJ on the first Friday 
of the month. 5-8 p.m. Holt Farmers Market 
parking lot, 2150 Cedar St., Holt. delhitownship-
mi.gov.

Eastern Michigan Arabian Association Horse 
Show - 2 p.m. Ingham County Fairgrounds, 700 
E. Ash St., Mason. emaa.org.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and 
Flex Exercise group exercises at Central Park 
Pavilion every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com.

JP & The Energy Live at Mash Bar - 9 p.m.-12:30 
a.m. 212 Albert Ave., East Lansing. 517-858-2100. 
mashbar.net.

Lucid Vibe Live at Summerlands Brewing Co. 
- Grab some friends and join us as Lucid Vibe 
rocks the house. 7:30-10:30 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., 
Holt. facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Open Old-Time Jam | First Friday of Every Month 
- Join the legendary Mike Ross for an old-time-
centric jam. Even if you don’t play, feel free to 
listen along! 5-6:30 p.m. Elderly Instruments, 
1100 N. Washington Ave., Lansing. elderly.com/
collections/events. See Events, Page 24

Events
from page 22

Visitor7/Wikimedia Commons



24	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 City Pulse • September 3, 2025

Awakening the Heart (Kirtan), with Wandering 
Monk Brian Lottman - Learn different practices 
for clearing the heart chakra, activating life force 
and entering a meditation of joy and sweetness. 
6:30-8 p.m. Luna Center, 6110 Clark Road, Bath. 
luna-center.org.

Cocaine Anonymous Meeting - “We are here and 
we are free.” 10 a.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing.

“Conversations with Cloth” Artist Talk and Book 
Signing - As Loewen Studio & Gallery debuts 
its second show, Peggy Black shares more 
about her collection, titled “Conversations with 
Cloth.” 11 a.m.-noon. 128 W. Grand River Ave., 
Williamston. eventbrite.com/o/loewen-gal-
lery-108035947671.

Crow Party! Art, Shinies & Magick - We’re 
teaming up with Paint Your Poison and Spectrum 
Splash to pack the day with hands-on fun. Spend 
the afternoon making art, hunting shiny trinkets 
and meeting other cool people. Noon-8 p.m. 

Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
manifestlansing.com.

The Dinner Detective - We offer an amazing mur-
der mystery experience paired with a fantastic 
dinner. Anyone in the room can end up being part 
of the show, including YOU! 6:30 p.m. AC Hotel, 
3160 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. thedinnerdetec-
tive.com.

Eastern Michigan Arabian Association Horse 
Show - 8 a.m. Ingham County Fairgrounds, 700 E. 
Ash St., Mason. emaa.org.

Friends of the Okemos Library Book Sale - 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Masonic Lodge, 2175 Hamilton Road, 
Okemos. fotol.org/book-sales.

Katalyst Gallery 15th Anniversary Celebration - 
Follow us on social media for updates on sales, 
prizes and treats! Noon-7 p.m. 1214 Turner St., 
Lansing. facebook.com/KatalystGallery.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central 
Park Drive, Okemos. meridian.mi.us/Farmers-
Market.

MSU Football vs. Boston College - 7:30 p.m. Spar-
tan Stadium, 325 W. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 
msuspartans.com/sports/football.

Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser - Enjoy pancakes, 
sausage, juice and/or coffee. Proceeds will bene-
fit the local Scout units’ scholarship fund and the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association. 8-11 a.m. 2|42 
Community Church, 2600 Bennett Road, Okemos. 
facebook.com/MeridianTownship.

Sipping and Sass: Drag Queen Lunch Special - 
Hosted by Drip Studios, Top Shelf ENT and The 
Junction, expect drag performances, great food, 
specialty drinks and plenty of sass. Noon-4 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeat-
events.com. 

Sunny Bleau and the Moons - Led by Sunny 
Bleau and guitarist/producer Nic Cocco, this 
Michigan-based band delivers soulful blues and 
powerhouse vocals. 7-10 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 
Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com. 

Tiger and Dragon Kenpo Martial Arts Training 
- Based on a variety of martial arts systems, 
tiger and dragon kenpo is designed to develop 
self-confidence in the warrior. 1 p.m. Keys to 
Manifestation, 809 Center St., Lansing. weaver-
softheweb.org.

Try Adaptive Archery - A free opportunity for 
youth and adults with physical disabilities to 
try archery with adaptive equipment. Ages 8+. 
2:30-4 p.m. Letts Community Center, 1220 W. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. Registration req. at 
parksonline.lansingmi.gov.

Youth Group Dance Class: Beginning East Coast 
Swing - East Coast Swing is considered a relative-
ly easy swing dance to learn, making it popular 
for beginners. 11:30 a.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 
2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. Register by 
calling 517-364-8888.

Sunday, Sept. 7 
Community Craft Swap - This drop-in event is 
first come, first served. Discover a new hobby 
as you declutter! Tea and cocoa will be available. 
1:30-3:30 p.m. East Lansing Public Library, 950 
Abbot Road, East Lansing. elpl.org. 

Curator Tour: unbecoming - Join assistant curator 
Rachel Winter for a walkthrough of the exhibit 
unbecoming and learn more about finding the 
power in “unbecoming.” 1 p.m. Broad Art Muse-
um, 547 E Circle Dr, East Lansing. broadmuseum.
msu.edu.

Drum Circle at Lake Lansing Park North - Join the 
Greater Lansing Area Drummers for a fun and 
energetic afternoon of rhythm and drumming. 
All ages and experience levels welcome. 2-4 
p.m. 6260 E. Lake Drive, Haslett. facebook.com/
GreaterLansingAreaDrummers.

Eastern Michigan Arabian Association Horse 
Show - 8 a.m. Ingham County Fairgrounds, 700 E. 
Ash St., Mason. emaa.org.

East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket.

First Start Sunday - Monthly blacksmithing 
workshop for beginners. Learn the fundamentals 
of the craft, including tool use, safety and how to 
complete a simple project yourself. 3 p.m. Artfire 
Michigan, 4567 Churchill Road, Leslie. artfire-
michigan.com.

Friends of the Okemos Library Book Sale - Fill a 
bag for $5. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Masonic Lodge, 2175 
Hamilton Road, Okemos. fotol.org/book-sales.

Events
from page 23

See Events, Page 25

STATE OF MICHIGAN
OFFICE OF THE INGHAM COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER

NOTICE OF HEARING ON OBJECTIONS TO REAPPORTIONMENT OF COSTS OF
TOLLGATE DRAIN

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, September 17, 2025, at 5:15 p.m., at 
the Ingham County Human Services Building, Conference Room B, 5303 South Cedar, 
Lansing, Michigan, the Drainage Board for the Tollgate Drain (a Chapter 20 Drain) will meet 
to hear objections to the tentative reapportionment of costs, which are set as follows:

CITY OF LANSING: 17.01%
LANSING TOWNSHIP: 55.04%

INGHAM COUNTY (ICRD): 27.95%

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the estimate of costs of the Tollgate Drain to be 
assessed, and also a description of the area to be served thereby, are on file in the Office of 
the Ingham County Drain Commissioner, 707 Buhl Avenue, Mason, Michigan 48854; and 
that the apportionment percentages as finally established by the Drainage Board shall be 
applied to the actual cost of the drain expenses when finally completed.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the apportionments referenced above are for ongoing 
maintenance costs; there is no construction project contemplated at this time.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any public corporation to be assessed, or any 
taxpayer thereof, will be entitled to be heard at the time and place of the hearing.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that, after consideration of all objections to 
apportionments, the Drainage Board shall determine whether the apportionments fairly 
reflect the benefits to accrue to each public corporation and the extent to which each public 
corporation contributes to the conditions which make drain expenses necessary. If the 
Drainage Board determines that the apportionments are equitable, it will enter a Final Order 
of Apportionment confirming the apportionments. Under Section 483 of Public Act 40 of 
1956, as amended, the Final Order of Apportionment shall not be subject to attack in any 
court, except by proceedings in certiorari brought within 20 days after the filing of such order 
in the Office of the Ingham County Drain Commissioner; and that if no such proceeding is 
brought within the 20-day period, then the legality of the apportionments for the drain 
expenses shall not thereafter be questioned in any suit at law or in equity, either on 
jurisdictional or non-jurisdictional grounds.

Information regarding this meeting may be obtained from Paul C. Pratt, Ingham County 
Deputy Drain Commissioner, via telephone at (517) 676-8395 or email 
(ppratt@ingham.org). Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective 
participation in the meeting should contact the Michigan Relay Center at 711 (TTY) at least 
24 hours in advance of the meeting to request visual, hearing, or other assistance. Minutes 
of the meeting will be on file at the office of the Ingham County Drain Commissioner.

     Tollgate Drain Drainage Board

August 21, 2025        
         
     Patrick E. Lindemann, Chairperson
     Ingham County Drain Commissioner

CP#25-277

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
East Lansing Planning Commission

 
Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing 
Planning Commission on Wednesday, September 24, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the East 
Lansing Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823.

1. A public hearing to receive comments on a request fromthe Graduate Hotel, East Lansing 
(Lee Cote) for modification of an approved site plan located at 133 Evergreen Avenue. The 
applicant request is to add five (5) valet parking spaces along Evergreen Avenue. The 
property is zoned B3 City Center Commercial.
 
The public may attend and participate at all meetings in person. Members of the public may 
participate electronically in all meetings.  Please visit the City’s public meeting portal for 
electronic meeting access information or contact staff for more information:

 
Landon Bartley, AICP, Principal Planner

410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823
517.319.6930 or lbartley@cityofeastlansing.com

https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/
 
A staff report (Agenda Item Report) for each public hearing will be published on the City’s 
website the Friday before the meeting. To locate staff reports, please visit the City’s public 
meeting portal at https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/and select the meeting date.
 
Materials related to the request are available for viewing at the Department of Planning, 
Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 
48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s website located at 
www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications.  Written comments may be sent prior to the 
public hearing to the Planning Commission, City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to coelplanningcommission@cityofeastlansing.com.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services 
must contact the Planning, Building and Development Office, (517) 319-6930 (TDD Number: 
1-800-649-3777) or via email at ldegarmo@cityofeastlansing.com. 
 
This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.
  
Dated: August 29, 2025  Amy Gordon
East Lansing, MI  48823 Interim City Clerk

CP#25-286
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Methodist Church, 201 E. Ash St., Mason. To reg-
ister, call 517-887-1465 or email histedc@tcoa.org.

Crushed Glass Crafting Party - Use resin and 
colorful crushed glass to create a vibrant and 
unique suncatcher! You’re welcome to bring 
snacks and drinks. Registration req. 6-8 p.m. 
Nina’s Notions, 104 N. Clinton Ave., St. Johns. 
eventbrite.com/o/beach-glass-crafting-par-
ty-77050402593.

Double D String Band - Join us for a relaxed 
evening of dinner and live music, featuring the 
Double D String Band. No cover! 9:30-11:30 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeat-
events.com.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Free Community Meal - Join us for fellowship, food 
and an opportunity to connect with the commu-
nity. 5:30-7 p.m. First United Methodist Church, 
411 Harrison St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-3256. 
grandledgefirstumc.org.

Group Dance Class: Beginning Salsa - 8 p.m. 
Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. Register by calling 517-364-8888.

Karaoke at Lansing Shuffle, with Big Man Genesis 
- 9-11 p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. lansing-
shuffle.com.

Lansing Collage Club - Join fellow collage enthu-
siasts for an evening of cutting, pasting and 
creating! Bring supplies to share or come as 
you are. Free. 6-9 p.m. Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing. facebook.com/HookedLansing.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - No cover, all ages 
welcome. 6-9 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Matter of Balance - Eight-session workshop 
designed to improve balance, flexibility and 

strength, helping seniors reduce fall risks and 
become more active. 1-3 p.m. Bath Senior Cen-
ter, 14480 Webster Road, Bath. To register, call 
517-887-1465 or email histedc@tcoa.org.

Meridian Summer Concert Series: Tony Thompson 
& LaNette Lyn (funk/R&B/soul) - Free. 6:30 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park 
Drive, Okemos. meridian.mi.us.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. Mar-
ketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

Parkinson’s Support Group: Informal Discussions - 
Small discussion groups. People with Parkinson’s 
meet in a separate room from caregivers for 
confidential conversations. 1 p.m. Congrega-
tion Shaarey Zedek, 1924 Coolidge Road, East 
Lansing. lapsg.org.

Puppy Yoga - Get ready to downward dog with 
adorable puppies running around, bringing joy 
and relaxation to your yoga practice. 6 p.m. Ca-
nines for Change Training and Enrichment Center, 
5573 N. Michigan Road, Dimondale. shorturl.at/
AQ3nQ.

Read Between the Wines Book Club - Join us as we 
sip delicious wine and chat about our latest read, 
Jamie Brenner’s “Blush.” 5-7:30 p.m. Burgdorf’s 
Winery, 4212 E. Holt Road, Webberville. facebook.
com/wine.burgdorfs.

Jugglers and Would-Be Jugglers - Jugglers meet 
at the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 p.m. 
Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. mike-
marhanka@gmail.com.

Quaker Meeting for Worship - Rich communal 
silence that invites thinking deeply, developing 
spiritually, loving fully, speaking our truths. Chil-
dren’s program provided. 10:30 a.m. Red Cedar 
Friends Meeting House, 1400 Turner St., Lansing. 
redcedarfriends.org. 

Williamston Farm & Artisan Market - 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. McCormick Park, 123 High St., Williamston. 
williamstonfarmmarket.org.

Monday, Sept. 8 
Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing. cmialanon.
org.

Crafty Story Time - Preschool-aged children and 
their caregivers can enjoy fun activities, stories and 
a craft. 11 a.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 
South Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Euchre - 1-3 p.m. Eaton Rapids Senior Center, 201 
Grand St., Eaton Rapids. facebook.com/EatonRap-
idsSeniorCenter.

Fiber Circle - Knitters, crocheters and stitchers of 
all ages and skill levels welcome. 5:30 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 
charlottelibrary.org.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Michigan Cottage Food Law - Learn how to prepare 
and sell foods to the public under Michigan Cottage 
Food Law. 6 p.m. Virtual — register at canr.msu.
edu/cottage_food_law/index.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Yoga - Free exercise class for 
people with Parkinson’s. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic 
Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, 
call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

The Weekly Crunch - Laugh your ass off with the 
best local comedians every Monday night. 8 p.m. 
Crunchy’s, 254 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 
crunchyseastlansing.com.

Women’s AA Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. lansingdis-
trict6.org.

Tuesday, Sept. 9 
“A Course in Miracles” with Lisa Schmidt - Each 
week, the group reads a passage together from the 
book and discusses its meaning and how to apply it 
to real-life situations. 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. 
Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org. 

Al-Anon Meeting - 9 a.m. Alano Club South, 3500 S. 
Cedar St., Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 7 p.m. St. Jude Church, 801 N. 
Bridge St., DeWitt. cmialanon.org.

Compulsive Eaters Anonymous-HOW Meeting - Meets 
in person and virtually. 5:30 p.m. St. Jude Catholic 
Church, 801 N. Bridge St., DeWitt. For Zoom info, call 
989-620-0448 or go to ceahow.org/en/find-a-meeting.

Family Happy Hour - Join us every Tuesday for a 
free, all-ages playgroup in our safe and welcoming 
space. 4-7 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., 
Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Group Dance Class: Beginning Hustle - 8 p.m. Michi-
gan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 
Register by calling 517-364-8888.

Group Dance Class: Beginning West Coast Swing - 7 
p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., 
East Lansing. Register by calling 517-364-8888.

Minecraft Mania - We’ll have our Minecraft server 
set up and laptops ready to go. No experience 
needed — all levels of players/builders welcome. 
Ages 8-12. 6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Open Mic Night at Summerlands Brewing Co. - 7-10 
p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/summer-
landsbrewing.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Balance, Conditioning and 
Strength - Free exercise class for people with Par-
kinson’s. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. 
lapsg.org. 

Service Industry Night at UrbanBeat - 50% off for 
hospitality professionals. One verified industry 
discount per check. Please present proof of 
employment. 7-11 p.m. 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle - 7:30-9 p.m. 325 Riverfront 
Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansingshuffle.com.

Wednesday, Sept. 10 
Adult Bingo - Join us for a fun afternoon of bingo, 
complete with light refreshments and prizes 
for the winners! 2:30-4 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
gladl.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Commu-
nity Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. 
cmialanon.org.

Allen Farmers Market - Live music by 
Miaamore. 3-6:30 p.m. Allen Neighborhood 
Center, 1629 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 
allenneighborhoodcenter.org/allen-farm-
ers-market.

Bingo - Every Wednesday. Doors open at 4:30 
p.m. Bingo cafe 5 p.m. Early bird 6 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids Senior Center, 201 Grand St., Eaton Rap-
ids. facebook.com/EatonRapidsSeniorCenter.

Chronic Pain PATH - Six-week workshop designed 
to help individuals with chronic pain improve their 
health and feel better. 1-3:30 p.m. First United 

Events
from page 24

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 21

SUDOKU SOLUTION

Haiti Baby Box & Soaring Unlimited
Benefit Rummage & Bake Sale

Holt United Methodist Church, 2321 
N. Aurelius Road, Holt. Sept. 5, 9am-

6pm; Sept. 6, 9am-1pm.

All performances  
are free admission.
lcc.edu/showinfo

Oct. 10-12 and 17-18 
Collective Rage
Nov. 7-9 and 14-15 
Island Song
Feb. 20-22 and 27-28 
The Brothers Grimm 
Spectaculathon
April 10-12 and 17-18
1984

2025-26 Theatre Season

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

From Pg. 21
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

By COURTNEY BOWERMAN
When it comes to desserts, we want 

cakes and pastries that look as good as 
they taste. I’m a sucker for the 
elegant cakes displayed at up-
scale bakeries. Unfortunately, 
they’re usually very expensive 
and not always worth the high 
price. However, Grand Ledge’s 
Flour Child Bakery offers deli-
ciously decadent desserts at a 
much more reasonable price. 
The visually appealing 
offerings seem to attract 
plenty of customers.

Established in 2016, 
Flour Child is a fami-
ly-owned café and bak-
ery that makes all its 
food from scratch daily. 
Although it started out 
small, the business un-

derwent renovations in 2023 to expand 
the kitchen and seating area and create 
an event space that people can rent for 

cooking lessons, cor-
porate gatherings and 
other special occasions. 
The building makeover 
yielded a cute, retro in-
terior that’s straight out 
of the 1950s. Customers 
can choose from a wide 
selection of bagels, pret-

zels, croissants, 
cookies, brown-
ies and other 
treats. For those 
seeking a more 
substantial bite 
to eat than just 
coffee and ba-
gels, the café’s 
breakfast and 

lunch menu offers sandwiches, wraps 
and salads.

I’ve been to Flour Child several times. 
Its chocolate chip cookies are always a 
must-buy, and the buttercream brown-
ies are to die for. What really makes the 
bakery unique is its different gimmicks 
for different days of the week. Exam-
ples include “lactation cookie Mondays,” 
which promote cookies with special in-
gredients for nursing mothers, or “lem-
on day Thursdays,” which feature lem-
on-flavored baked goods.

On my family’s most recent visit, the 
fanciest-looking dessert on display was 
the Oreo cheesecake, a mini cheesecake 
with an Oreo chocolate crust, a cream 
cheese filling and a ganache coating, 
topped with whipped cream and an 
Oreo piece for a finishing touch. This 
was a culinary effort that deserved to be 
put on display for public admiration. In 
terms of how it tasted, there was more 
cream cheese than Oreo, which was a 
bit disappointing for an Oreo fan like 
me. Nevertheless, it was still very good. 
It would be large enough to split with 
friends and family, but if you’d rather 
polish it off yourself, you can do that 
without feeling too guilty. 

Flour Child has earned its reputation 

as one of the best bakeries in the Lan-
sing area. If you’re craving good cheese-
cake, the Oreo cheesecake is worth a try, 
but there are also plenty of other pretty 
pastries waiting to be discovered. With 
such reasonable prices, you can do more 
than just stare longingly at the display 
case.

Flour Child’s Oreo cheesecake is a work of art

Courtney Bowerman for City Pulse

Flour Child Bakery’s Oreo cheesecake 
is a culinary effort that deserves to be 
put on display for public admiration.
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Oreo cheesecake
$8

Flour Child Bakery
323 S. Bridge St., Grand Ledge

6 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Friday
6 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

(517) 622-4772
flourchildbakeryandcafe.com

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 76946. Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. 
While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may 

apply. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 09/30/25.  |  25M8446  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Go to OmahaSteaks.com/OneBite2176  
or call 1.888.340.7039 Ask for Off er 76946AJT

ONE BITE
AND YOU’LL KNOW

Omaha Steaks are hand-selected for unmatched 
quality, naturally aged for maximum tenderness, 

and fl ash-frozen to lock in that unforgettable 
fl avor. Just one bite and you’ll know this 

is the best steak you’ll ever taste. 
We guarantee it.

Classic Cookout Collection
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.) 
4  Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

76946AJT  separately $279.93
SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE      

$12999

– GET 8 – 
BURGERS

FREE
A $22 value!

SAVE 54%

Eagle Township, Clinton County
Board Meeting Synopsis

August 21, 2025, at 6:00 pm - Present: Supervisor Stroud, Clerk Briggs-Dudley, Treasurer C. 
Hoppes, Trustee Currie, Trustee M. Hoppes and 13 citizens.  
Board Actions:

1) Approved purchase of a dehumidifier for the town hall basement.
2) Approved Treasurer to sign goodwill release form for Huntington Bank.
3) Approved payment of August 2025 bills.
4) Approved preparing the basement for repair of support beams.
5) Approved Planning Commission training for 2 members.
6) Adopted Ordinance 06-2025 Municipal Civil Infraction Ordinance.
7) Adopted Ordinance 07-2025 to Amend Dog Control Ordinance 2-05.
8) Adopted Ordinance 08-2025 to Amend Fireworks Ordinance 9-08-2015-1.
9) Adopted Ordinance 09-2025 to Amend Open Burning Ordinance 06-10-2014-1.
10) Adopted Resolution 08-21-2025-01 To Repeal Ordinance 1-93.
11) Approved disposal of old sink in the basement, sale of old treasurer drop box and

mailbox, scrapping of bathroom hall cabinet, and disposal of old security camera.
12) Approved insurance coverage renewal for October 1, 2025 through October 1,

2026.
13) Adopted Ordinance 10-2025 Add General Provisions to Code of Ordinances.

A complete copy of the minutes is available by contacting Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Clerk.
Next regular meeting of the Eagle Township Board is September 18, 2025, at 6 pm at Eagle 
Township Hall, 14318 Michigan St, Eagle, MI.   See www.eagletownshipmi.gov for latest 
updates.

Prepared by:    Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Eagle Township Clerk  
Approved by: Troy Stroud, Eagle Township Supervisor

CP#25-288
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Fiber - Internet - Wireless

www.acd.net (517) 999-9999

1800 N Grand River Ave
Lansing, MI, 48906

Join our state-wide fiber 
optic network!



28 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • September 3, 2025

Donate to WKAR Donate to City Pulse

�����������


