
517.393.3000

Lansing General Election Preview IssueLansing General Election Preview Issue
See Page 5See Page 5



2 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • September 24, 2025
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The Gospel According to MAGA: A Sermon in 
Hypocrisy

Brothers and sisters, gather ‘round, for today we 
preach from the Book of Grievances, Chapter 
Kirk, Verse Kimmel.

Lo! The great and powerful Charlie Kirk has 
departed this world, and the faithful have 
already anointed him Saint Charlie of Turning 
Point. Yes, the man who sneered at empathy 
now receives more empathy than a Hallmark 
Channel marathon. They lift him up not as a 
podcaster with a God complex, but as a martyr, a 
prophet, a dignitary. Next thing you know, 
they’ll be chiseling his face onto Mount 
Rushmore, right between Lincoln and Teddy 
Roosevelt, with a MAGA cap superglued on top.

But beware, my �ock, for the hypocrisy knoweth 
no bounds! Did not these same prophets of 
freedom once wail against tyranny when 
Obamacare suggested they get a check-up? And 
yet now they cheer as the government itself — 
the President, no less! — leans on the FCC to 
smite a comedian. Verily, Jimmy Kimmel cracked 
a joke, and the heavens shook with MAGA 
outrage! Thou shalt not mock Saint Charlie, lest 
ye be silenced by decree.

Tell me, congregation, what would they have 
said if Barack Obama had lifted his mighty hand 
against Rush Limbaugh? If Obama had dared 
whisper that the airwaves might be cleansed of 
El Rushbo’s sacred rants? They would’ve torn 
their garments, rolled in the ashes, and declared 
the Republic dead. Fox News would still be 
running a chyron: “Obama Ends Free Speech: 
DAY 4,000.”

And lo, let us not forget the scripture of Merrick 
Garland. For in the year of our Lord 2016, the 
Senate declared, “Nay, we cannot con�rm a 
justice in an election year — it is forbidden by 
the Constitution of Our Feelings.” But behold, 
four years later, they shoved Amy Coney Barrett 
through the door like a Black Friday sale at 
Walmart, shouting, “It is the will of the 
Founders!”

Brethren, the pattern is clear. From the moment 
Obama darkened the White House door with his 
presence, the gospel of MAGA has been this: 
Democrats are devils, Republicans are saints, 
and every rule is conditional, depending on who 
bene�ts. It is a holy contradiction, a sacred 
double standard, an eternal “Do as I say, not as I 
do.”

So yes, grieve the man, comfort the family — 
but let no one canonize hypocrisy. For I say unto 
you: if hypocrisy were a religion, MAGA would 
not just be the Vatican. Oh no! MAGA would be 
the whole Holy Roman Empire, with Saint 
Charlie on stained glass, Jimmy Kimmel 
excommunicated, and the First Amendment 
nailed to a cross for daring to speak out of turn.

Can I get an amen?
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron
and other contamination suspected to
be stemming from the Erickson Power
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw,
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible
that the boron is naturally occurring,
experts who have reviewed test results
and aquifer data said, but they said the
evidence — at least so far — suggests
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical
markers that will clearly determine the
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step,
and the state and utility may instead
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are
true, but given that we are talking
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious
investigation that would include water
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which
are just inside the federal water quality
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February
that boron suspected to have leaked
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution
plume’s size or location, precisely how
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how
long its neighbors have been drinking
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution,
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April
2020 and never alerted the public or
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse
that BWL is not acting proactively;
the agency is actually requiring BWL
to test and provide drinking water to
impacted homes and businesses as part
of a draft consent order that will legally
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water
rules, and it faces the possibility of
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a
proper distance between the ponds and
groundwater. The state also cited the
utility company for a failure to install
proper pond liners, which are designed
to prevent pollution near the Erickson
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling
the groundwater, in violation of the
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney
with national environmental group
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent
failure to comply with the federal rule’s
mandate to immediately determine the
nature and extent of the pollution, and
warn nearby residents, is at the core of
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L.
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in
drinking water, though groundwater
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable
“health advisory” drinking water limit

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water,
which can have higher levels of boron.
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well
as searching for additional existing
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope
ratios and other markers that would
clearly tell whether the boron came
from ash or was naturally occurring,

“Evaluating the water quality of

wells located near and away from the
coal ash site is a quite simple task and
(regulators and BWL) should provide
that data rather than using ‘literature’
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the
ash, and she stressed that BWL and
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as
high as what has been detected in the
drinking water wells, Vengosh said.
And though the aquifer from which the
wells are drawing does have a history
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer
around 20 years ago found those levels
near Williamston — not near the plant,
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring
wells that check for the “background”
levels of toxins near Lansing showed
much lower levels of boron than what’s
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile,
monitoring wells placed between the
pond and wells show elevated levels
of boron, suggesting the presence of a
plume.

But without the appropriate testing,
the contamination’s source and extent
may never be known.

“The law requires them to test, so
why are they going to the library when
they need to be sinking wells or testing
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman,
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

PREVIEW ISSUE
ELECTIONELECTIONCity of Lansing

Welcome to our 2025 City of Lan-
sing Election Preview Issue. In it, we 
do not attempt to cover the waterfront 
on either issues or biographies. Rather, 
our goal was to help you make up your 
minds by imparting a sense of how the 
candidates think, express themselves 
and what may qualify them to earn 

your vote. We spent about 30 minutes 
with all but one, Aurelius Christian, 
who for reasons never explained boy-
cotted City Pulse. Our means was to 
ask candidates their views on a small 
range of issues (preservation, home-
lessness, red-tagging, the City Char-
ter and trash collection) in roughly 

30-minute video meetings (all of 
which are available to you at www.lan-
singcitypulse.com). We ran out of time 
to get Peter Spadafore’s views on trash 
pickup and homelessness. The can-
didates’ thoughts also helped shape 
our endorsements, which follow our 
stories on candidates’ views, broken 

down  by topic.
More than 22,000 absentee ballots 

will be in the mail shortly, hence the 
timing of this week’s issue. We’re hap-
py to consider your thoughts on can-
didates via letters to the editor. Please 
email them to letters@lansingcity-
pulse.com.

Schor, Swope back 
proposed charter; 
Council candidates differ

By LEO V. KAPLAN
Two years and $275,000 after narrowly approving the 

first review of Lansing’s City Charter since it was adopted in 
1978, Lansing voters will choose Nov. 4 whether to accept the 
results. 

Voters narrowly approved a November 2023 ballot propos-
al calling for a general review. They elected nine review panel 
members out of 36 candidates in a May 2024 special election. 
The city allocated $500,000 for the process.

About $225,000 remains, City Clerk Chris Swope said. Vot-
ers must accept or reject the entire proposed charter in No-
vember. If it fails, the review commission can technically take 
another two go’s at it, although the time the state allows for the 
process would probably limit it to one more attempt.

The charter can be amended — and has been by voters seven 
times in its 47 years — without a wholesale review. 

Swope was an initial skeptic of a general review, but he has 
come around. He said it allowed considering “more options.” 
One that was key with voters to getting the overhaul on the bal-
lot was to consider shifting from a strong mayor system to a 
council-manager form of government, in which the City Coun-
cil elects a manager to serve a mayoral role. In the end, after 
considerable debate, the commission unanimously chose the 
status quo.

Another was going to an all-ward Council instead of four 
wards and four at-large seats. Instead, the commission opted 
for just adding one more ward.

The lack of sweeping changes made the proposed charter 
controversial among candidates.

Swope and Mayor Andy Schor, who opposed a charter review 
two years ago, said they support the proposed charter.

“The charter commission did a lot of really good work,” Schor 

(Here are the major changes in the Lansing 
City Charter that are included in the charter 
that the elected charter commission has recom-
mended replace the city’s 1978 charter. For a 
more detailed look at the proposed charter, see 
lansingvotes.gov/yourcharter.)

— City Council would expand to nine members 
by adding a fifth ward to the four at-large seats.

— City Council would gain the power to suspend 
or remove the city attorney by a two-thirds vote. 
Currently, only the mayor can remove the city attor-
ney, whom the mayor nominates and the Council 
appoints.

— The mayor would have to present a three-year 
strategic plan within a year of taking office, includ-
ing “comprehensive data and analysis of the City’s 
current situation” with specific, measurable goals. 
The mayor would report on these goals yearly.

— City elections would be held every four years 
starting in 2029, with all elections consolidated 
into that schedule. Beginning that year, all city 
Council members will be up for reelection at the 
same time, instead of half being elected every two 
years.

— The city would create an online “Tax and 
Debt Dashboard,” including an overview of the 
city’s “millages, assessments and debt obligations.” 
That would include information about all millages, 
including their tax rates and amounts generated 
per year, and all bonds, including their principal 
amount, interest rate and maturity date. It would 
be “transparent and comprehensive” and updated 
every six months.

— A new city office, the “Office of the Inde-
pendent Internal Auditor,” would be created. The 
mayor would appoint the auditor, subject to the 
Council’s approval, which could remove the audi-
tor by a two-third’s vote. The auditor would work 
independently from both. The auditor, with access 

to all necessary records, would conduct an annual 
financial analysis of all agencies, as well as annually 
audit specific “high-risk agencies and/or process-
es,” with reports to be made to the mayor and the 
Council. The auditor would make an annual report 
of the city’s finances.

— The definition of “publish” would be expand-
ed to include posting the information to the city’s 
website, in addition to other means.

— Candidates would be barred from office if 
they have felony convictions in the last 20 years re-
lated to deceit or fraud while holding elected office. 
Currently, any felony conviction in the last 20 years 
bars a candidate from office. In addition, candi-
dates must meet eligibility requirements when fil-
ing for office, rather than taking office.

— Ordinances would no longer expire every 10 
years.

— Voters would choose whether to elect a char-
ter commission to revise the charter every 16 years, 
rather than every 12. In addition, a commission 
would be elected at the same time the question is 
posed, rather than in a special election. If voters 
do not choose to revise the charter, that selection 
would be void.

— The “best value” bidder would be chosen when 
contracting with outside parties, rather than the 
lowest-cost.

— The Fire Department would be designated the 
“primary provider of emergency medical services.”

— The Board of Water & Light would be required 
to hold two public meetings before a rate change, as 
opposed to one.

— Three nonvoting advisory positions on the 
BWL from outside Lansing would no longer exist.

— The BWL general manager or a designee 
would be required to meet quarterly with the public.

— The charter’s language has been updated to be 
more inclusive.

Major changes in the proposed Lansing City Charter

See CHARTER, Page 6
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said. “They made some really good up-
dates.” 

Schor said he supports adding a fifth 
ward to void ties and that he was not wor-
ried about electing the Council all at once, 
as the new charter would do, because the 
system works elsewhere. He also com-
mended the Commission’s precision in 
updating outdated language.

Swope, who is also the Charter Com-
mission’s clerk per Michigan law, com-
mended the reform that would allow peo-

ple with some felony convictions in the 
last 20 years to run for local office, saying 
he has seen a good candidate barred from 
running. If voters do not want to elect a 
candidate, he said, they can make that 
choice.

He also likes making the mayor more 
accountable by requiring the administra-
tion to make a strategic plan and to post 
more information on taxes and debts.

Council candidates were more divided.
“It’s a step backward for the city,” said 

Julie Vandenboom, an at-large City Coun-
cil candidate who fell just short of being 
elected to the Commission. She said she 
will vote against the charter.

Vandenboom wanted an end to at-large 

Council seats.
“The fewer individuals reporting to a 

single Council representative, the better 
the relationship that Council member is 
going to have with the constituents,” she 
said.

Heath Lowry, now running for Council 
in the 4th Ward, also plans to vote “no.” 
Lowry also ran well in the Commission 
race.

He and Vandenboom both said the 
mayor, being elected by the whole city, 
essentially occupies the at-large role, ren-
dering at-large members moot.

Lowry’s 4th Ward opponent, incum-
bent at-large member Peter Spadafore, 
supports the changes, most notably the 

fifth ward and independent auditor, 
which he called “really important.”

“I’ve lost track of the number of times 
we’ve hired an internal auditor in the sev-
en years I’ve been here,” he said.

The 2nd Ward candidates, Erik Alm-
quist and Deyanira Nevárez Martínez, 
disagree. Almquist opposes the charter 
and wishes commissioners had moved to 
a council-manager system. Martínez is 
leaning toward a “yes” vote, though she 
is concerned about potential “pendulum 
swing elections that turn over an entire 
Council” if the whole Council is elected at 
once.

CHARTER
from page 5

By LEO V. KAPLAN
Lansing’s purchase last month of 50 

ModPod housing units to serve as transi-
tional housing for 66 homeless residents 
at a time promises to make a dent in the 
city’s homelessness problem, but not un-
til June at the earliest.

Meanwhile, much of Lansing’s home-
less population is still outside — and 
winter is quickly approaching.

City Pulse asked mayoral and council 
candidates whether the city’s approach 
to homelessness is working.

Mayor Andy Schor touted Lansing’s 
homeless prevention efforts, which he 
said are not often publicized. He add-
ed there are job assistance programs 
through Capital Area Michigan Works, 
housing assistance programs including 
vouchers and subsidized housing, docu-
mentation assistance and funds given to 
shelters. He said he was “fully support-
ive” of the ModPods.

When “you see the system not working 
as well as we’d like,” Schor said, it is often 
“people who are violent or have mental 
health issues, or just choose not to live 
indoors.” He called Michigan’s mental 
health system “broken” and said more 
stable mental health assistance would 
help.

He added LGBTQ+ people, especial-
ly transgender people, often do not feel 
welcome at the City Rescue Mission.

His opponent, Kelsea Hector, is the 
executive director of Punks with Lunch 
Lansing, which provides resources for 
the homeless community.

“I would stop the sweeps,” she said. 
“They’re inhumane. They actually do not 
work, they kill people.” She said provid-
ing resources to people in encampments 
helps them find housing more quickly.

She added she would like to bring to-
gether mutual aid networks, nonprofits 
and neighbors to work on solutions, cen-

tering the homeless population.
At-large candidate Julie Vandenboom 

called it “not an easy problem to solve.” 
She added that while shelters provide 
housing, it often comes with restric-
tions such as splitting up families, not 
allowing pets and forcing residents to 
be “preached at.” Shelters are “not nec-
essarily incentivized to help those people 
into permanent housing” either, she said, 
since they are paid to provide emergency 
shelter, not permanent housing.

She called for a more comprehensive 
study of Lansing’s homeless community 
involving more direct conversations with 
impacted residents than the city’s previ-
ous study.

At-large candidate Clara Martinez 
called the ModPods “a positive step for-
ward” but a “temporary solution.” In 
office, she would work to bring experts 
on homelessness together, listen to their 
feedback and that of homeless Lansing 
residents, and work from there, she said.

At-large candidate Jeremy Garza, a 
2nd Ward Council member, said, “There 
needs to be more programs that actually 
help people get out of poverty, not just 
put them in a warehouse with the home-
less,” such as programs to help people get 
a GED. 

Asked how he would respond to a 
constituent saying a nearby homeless 
encampment made them feel unsafe, 
Garza said he had dealt with that situ-
ation before in the 2nd Ward. He said 
there was an encampment near Gardner 
Middle School where residents lit fires 
during the daytime, used intravenous 
drugs near the school and broke into 
homes. He called the police, who called 
the church whose property it was on. The 
residents were relocated with help from 
the city.

“You don’t want to move somebody 
and keep moving them,” Garza said. 

“They’re human beings, and I want to 
be empathetic to them, but there’s also 
some bad actors in there too. You’re not 
going to have someone that just lost their 
job and ended up becoming homeless 
breaking into people’s homes.”

Heath Lowry, a 4th Ward candidate, 
said the city’s approach is not work-
ing and often involves “just moving the 
problem around to different locations.”

He said he supports changing housing 
classifications to allow more density and 
expanding services to help people gain 
access to affordable housing. Ultimate-
ly, he said, the city should “defer to the 
experts on the ground, really working in 
the homelessness epidemic.”

Deyanira Nevarez Martinez, a 2nd 
Ward candidate and an urban planning 
professor at Michigan State University, 
said homelessness is her “main research.” 
She would focus on “the long-term, sys-
temic issues that actually cause home-
lessness.”

Finding permanent housing for 
homeless residents will involve “an inev-
itable sorting,” she said, including people 
who “are never going to be able to pay 
anything for their housing” getting long-
term permanent housing and others 
having more staggered assistance.

Her opponent, Erik Almquist, spoke 
to City Pulse from Omaha, Neb., where 
he said he was visiting to view the effica-
cy of a tiny-house village like the Mod-
Pods.

He said Lansing failed to center home-
less people in its efforts to curb home-
lessness. He champions extensive out-
reach, a holistic approach and “bringing 
the table to them,” rather than bringing 
homeless people to the table.

He said he visited the Dietrich Park 
encampment last month and met a resi-
dent who could not read or write.

“We have to create a solution where 
someone can sit down with him and help 
fill all the paperwork out at one time.”

Candidates differ on how to help homeless residents

See CHARTER, Page 7

Raymond Holt for City Pulse

The city of Lansing is trying to close a large homeless encampment in north 
Lansing near Dietrich Park. Ingham County Judge Rosemarie Aquilina has ordered 
the city to provide services while she tries to find homes for the approximately 60 
people who live there.
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 Jeremy Garza, the 2nd Ward member 
who is running at-large this time, said 
he “probably won’t support it.” He, too, 
is nervous about elections that turn the 
entire Council over and believes at-large 
seats should be done away with.

“Eight or nine wards would have made 
more sense to me,” he said. “Adding one 
ward doesn’t make any significant change.”

At-large candidate Clara Martinez said 
she supports the changes, saying it was 
clear to her that the commissioners’ work 
was well-researched and resulted in the 
best balance.

At-large candidate Aurelius Christian 
did not respond to repeated requests for 
an interview.

Schor’s opponent, Kelsea Hector, said 
she did not support the charter, preferring 
more wards. She said she was undecided 
on whether a city manager system would 
be preferable.

At an informational community meet-
ing at Foster Community Center, com-
missioners said the proposed charter was 
based on community input and represent-
ed the results of both research and casual 
interviews with citizens. Despite com-
munity advocacy for a council-manager 
system, Commissioner Joan Bauer said 
most people she had talked to preferred a 
strong mayor.

“Talking to people in grocery stores, all 
the places that I run into people, I was 
surprised by the number of people in our 
city, probably because of our history of 

a strong mayor, they wanted to elect the 
mayor,” she said. She said around 75% of 
community members preferred that sys-
tem.

But not every community member 
votes. In the last mayoral election, only 
18,000 did. That means a group of dispro-
portionately civically engaged citizens will 
decide the proposed changes’ fate. 

Despite that, Ingham County Com-
missioner and political consultant Mark 
Grebner said he thinks the charter will 
pass. While “two or three thousand peo-
ple” are likely to share similar opinions 
to the candidates, he thinks most people 
don’t know the first thing about it.

“Roughly one quarter of the total vote 
on the charter is going to be people in 
varying degrees of cluelessness,” he said. 
“They barely know it’s on the ballot, 
probably. And for the people who are 
clueless, it really comes down to how they 
feel about the general idea of a revised 
charter.”

The ballot simply reads, “Shall the 
charter proposed by the Lansing Charter 
Commission be adopted?”

Doesn’t that sound like you’re supposed 
to say ‘yes’?” Grebner asked.

He said voters tend to accept ballot pro-
posals when they generally trust their mu-
nicipal government, whereas they tend to 
reject such proposals when their govern-
ment has a reputation for being corrupt or 
untrustworthy. In Lansing, where voters 
tend to pass millages, he’d be surprised to 
see the revised charter fail.

“Let me tell you, most voters do not 
have an opinion about the charter,” he 
said.

CHARTER
from page 6

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Variance Request #25-09
5130 Country Drive

Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, October 15, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian 
Municipal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 
517.853.4560) to hear all persons interested in a variance request from James & Jana 
Stewart. The applicant is proposing to construct a detached accessory structure (garage) 
that projects in front of the principal structure (house) at 5130 Country Drive. The subject 
site is zoned RR, Rural Residential.  

Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Written comments may be sent prior to the public 
hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to chapman@meridian.mi.us, or at the public 
hearing.

Angela Demas
Township Clerk

CP#25-311

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: VARIANCE REQUEST 25-09

5130 COUNTRY DRIVE
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2025
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Check out the roadmap  
for the future of East Lansing!

Adoption Party!
Thursday, Oct. 2

3 - 7 p.m.

• Ice cream!       • Live music!       • Giveaways!

Ann Street Plaza
Downtown East Lansing

By LEO V. KAPLAN
If a property in a local historic dis-

trict is at risk of “demolition by neglect,” 
Lansing’s code of ordinances allows the 
Historic District Commission to require 
owners to repair it or foot the bill for re-
pairs ordered by the Commission.

But local historic districts in Lansing 
are few and far between. Old Town, 
arguably Lansing’s best-known historic 
district, has no such designation. That 
means derelict properties in Old Town 
are subject to the city’s usual “make safe 
or demolish” process, in which owners 
are given a timeline to repair the prop-
erty — or demolish it. If they do neither, 
the city will bill them the cost of demo-
lition.

Old Town’s historic Preuss Building is 
one such case of “demolition by neglect,” 
and now finds itself on the “make safe 
or demolish list.” Given extensive struc-
tural damage, its demolition is more 
likely. When University of Michigan 
Health-Sparrow demolished old East-
ern High School, it claimed the building 
would cost $100 million to fix.

City Pulse asked mayoral and City 
Council candidates about the city’s 

role in historic preservation, including 
whether they would support a public/
private fund to help maintain historic 
buildings.

Mayor Andy Schor said he would like 
to create “a committee of some sort that 
can get together and look at, what build-
ings and structures do we have that we 
can work with the owners before they 
get into such disrepair.”

While he touted successful adaptive 
reuse projects, he also acknowledged 
their cost. Rehabbing the old Walter 
French public school into 76 affordable 
housing units cost around $40 million, 
including public and private funds. 
Schor said “outside entities” are neces-
sary to successful preservation.

“We don’t have $10 million to fix a 
building,” he said, “but there are resourc-
es that I think the historic preservation 
community can be able to help out with.”

Asked about establishing a fund, 
Schor said he had two concerns: One, 
that taxes were already increasing rapid-
ly due to inflation; and two, that giving 
money to neglectful owners is an unjust 
reward. He said he would support put-
ting a millage on the ballot to fund such 

a project if there were strong community 
support, but that he would prefer to see 
preservation treated as “a tri-county is-
sue” with collaboration across counties.

Schor’s opponent, Kelsea Hector, sim-
ilarly supports a proactive approach. 
She did not offer a specific policy plan, 
but she said she would work to foster 
conversations between all parties when 
preservation or development projects 
were considered, so that owners look-
ing to preserve their properties could be 
more easily connected with grant funds. 
She added ensuring community support 
and benefit from new developments, in-
cluding community benefits agreements, 
would be a priority.

At-large candidate Julie Vandenboom 
said the city “can and should have a 
means of identifying which buildings 
have historical significance, and there 
should be community input to help 
determine which those are, and there 
should be some way to plan ahead.” She 
offered J. W. Sexton High School as an 
example.

She called public assistance for his-
toric property upkeep “an excellent idea” 
but said she would want to have the right 
people in the room to determine who 
would qualify.” She also said a preserva-
tion ethic could be encouraged by mak-
ing the city more walkable, increasing 
residents’ attachment to historic neigh-
borhoods.

Clara Martinez, also running at-large, 
said elected officials should empower 
preservationists and other experts in the 
field, putting them “in a position where 
they can influence or have direct agency to 
ensure that these buildings are saved.” She 
said she would focus on being “a bridge” 
between different sides of the issue.

Jeremy Garza is running for an at-large 
seat after serving on the Council for eight 
years in the 2nd Ward. He said he sup-
ports policy to preserve historic buildings 
and had supported the resolution to study 
making old Eastern a historic site.

That resolution fell off the rails after 
union representatives spoke against it at 
the City Council, worried UM-Sparrow 
would build the hospital elsewhere. Gar-
za, the vice president of UA Local 333, 
was absent that day. He claimed he did 
not know about unions’ opposition.

At-large candidate Aurelius Christian 
did not respond to repeated requests for 
an interview.

2nd Ward candidate Erik Almquist 
said he would support preservation as-
sistance, prioritizing “good developers.” 
He said he moved to Lansing in part be-
cause of its history, and that he was frus-

trated to see a lack of preservation ethic 
among residents.

“I love our history, I’m a huge histo-
ry buff and it frustrates me that there 
is just this malaise about taking care of 
that,” he said.

His opponent, Deyanira Nevarez 
Martinez, supports a proactive ap-
proach. She called herself “passionate 
about preservation” as an urban plan-
ning professor and said she would sup-
port assistance when preservation is cost 
prohibitive.

In the 4th Ward, current at-large 
Council member Peter Spadafore is fac-
ing off against Heath Lowry. Spadafore 
opposed efforts to designate old East-
ern as a local historic district in 2024, 
writing an op-ed in the Lansing State 
Journal that he chose “the well-being of 
our community over bricks and mortar.” 
His reference was to the psychiatric facil-
ity UM-Sparrow has proposed building 
where old Eastern was.

Spadafore told City Pulse he would like 
to see the community be more proactive 
with code enforcement and invest more 
in its facilities. Having been on the school 
board in 2016 when Eastern was sold 
to Sparrow, he said a lack of investment 
starting in the 1980s led to the building’s 
disrepair.

But Spadafore said preservation “is not 
something we’re hearing at the doors.”

“If we can be proactive about making 
sure facilities don’t fall into disrepair so 
that they don’t end up being more expen-
sive to repair than rebuild, that’s one thing 
the city can do,” he said. “Other than that, 
we have to be focused on making sure 
people have safe places to live, our roads 
are clean, trash collected, those kinds of 
things.”

Lowry said he supports preservation 
and believes that, while “some of the ser-
vices that are being mentioned going into 
these places are important,” “we have to 
be creative with how we maintain our 
city because creating these sanitized and 
unremarkable buildings really does harm 
the overall appreciation of the city.”

He said vacancy was a leading cause 
of deteriorating properties, and that 
policies that disincentivize vacancies, 
including a vacancy registration system 
that requires owners of vacant prop-
erties to register them as such with the 
city, would keep the city aware of vacant 
properties and curb demolition by ne-
glect.

Candidates support preservation, but to differing degrees
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By LEO V. KAPLAN
Last month, City Council members 

Ryan Kost and Trini Pehlivanoglu in-
troduced a resolution to end private 
curbside trash collection, which would 
have established a city monopoly on 
garbage collection.

The ordinance was contentious. It 
surprised city residents, over half of 
whom would have been required to 
switch collectors. It was intended to re-
duce costs and decrease road damage 
and pollution by reducing the number 
of garbage trucks on the road, but a con-
fusing rollout left many residents feel-
ing like the city was taking their choice 
away. The ordinance was pulled a week 
later.

City Pulse asked this year’s mayor-
al and Council candidates for their 
thoughts on the ordinance and its roll-
out.

Mayor Andy Schor said the proposal 
had precedent.

“Everyone else does it differently,” he 
said. “In East Lansing, they say the city 
is doing all of it. In the townships, they 
say the township is doing none of it.”

Despite city staff believing “this is 
the right thing to do,” Schor said there 
would need to be more conversation, 
both with the community and waste 
management services. He expressed 

concerns over staffing and suggested a 
half-and-half model, whereby the city 
would contract out 50% of households 
as a test run, an idea he said had been 
discussed with the Council but “wasn’t 
really talked about.”

Ultimately, though, he said a city mo-
nopoly would reduce costs, pollution 
and road damage, the latter of which he 
said was the issue he heard about most 
often when knocking on doors.

Schor’s opponent, Kelsea Hector, 
agreed the proposal would benefit city 
roads but understands why residents 
were suspicious of it. She said many cit-
izens feel the city does not adequately 
“take their input and their voices into 
consideration when they’re making 
choices,” creating institutional distrust.

“I would have to see a lot more ac-
countability and feedback and a work-
ing relationship with the people and 
organizations, because I think that’s 
where the hang-up comes in,” she said.

Jeremy Garza is running at-large after 
serving two terms in the 2nd Ward. He 
said he prefers “to keep stuff in house, 
not contract positions out,” but that he 
does not think the city has the capacity 
to take on the task.

He said he “couldn’t support the or-
dinance” despite seeing the benefits, be-
cause there were too many unanswered 
questions.

At-large candidate Julie Vanden-
boom said a city monopoly would im-
prove roads and lead to cleaner neigh-
borhoods by eliminating the issue of 
people not paying for any trash services 
at all. But she said she would like to see 
a more “fleshed-out” conversation with 
discussion on improving city services, 
involving private companies and perhaps 
finding space for some of their employ-
ees. She said the Council suffers from a 
general lack of transparency, especially 
when decisions are made in committee 
meetings that few watch.

The Council records and posts its 
committee meetings on its own YouTube 
channel, but they rarely receive more 
than 50 views. Many receive under 10.

“I think with a little more transparen-
cy, something like this could be success-
ful if we talked to people and found out 
their concerns,” Vandenboom said.

At-large candidate Clara Martinez 
said it was too early to take a stance. She 
said she sees the issue through a frame-
work taught to her by former Mayor Da-
vid Hollister: “One, what is the issue or 
concern? Two, what is the solution for it? 
And three, how do we know that this is 
the right solution for the current prob-
lem?”

“I’m still focused on identifying what 
is the current problem, and how are we 
going to move that forward with a solu-

tion that works for people and the city?” 
she said.

4th Ward candidate Heath Lowry said 
he was “a strong supporter of CART” 
but would have preferred the process to 
be more “democratic.” He said there is 
not enough information to take a stance 
on the ordinance itself.

“I want to see the hard numbers 
on how it would impact the city, from 
an environmental standpoint, a road 
standpoint, an economic standpoint 
and our relationships with Granger and 
the surrounding landfills,” he said.

2nd Ward candidate Erik Almquist 
said it was an example of a continued 
lack of transparency from the city gov-
ernment.

“It was decided before it even came to 
City Council, the pods were decided and 
purchased before it even came to City 
Council,” he said, referencing the city’s 
purchase of 50 ModPod housing units 
for homeless residents. “These things 
are being done, and we’re not having 
transparency.”

His opponent, Deyanira Nevarez 
Martinez, called the proposal “prema-
ture” and said she would need to know 
more, especially about the long-term 
impacts.

“Sometimes certain proposals don’t 
get thought through the whole way,” she 
said.

Candidates agree garbage collection ordinance was premature

By LEO V. KAPLAN
City Pulse reported last month that the city 

was making progress on red-tagged properties 
— but slowly. Additionally, it reported that a $165 
monthly monitoring fee for red-tagged properties 
was being applied even when owners were making 

measurable improvements. Dale Schrader, one 
such owner, is being charged the fee despite put-
ting $150,000 and years of his time into a house 
and never encountering an inspector.

City Council President Ryan Kost is working on 
getting fee breaks to people who just bought or are 

making tangible restoration efforts, he said.
City Pulse asked mayoral and Council candi-

dates how the city could get red-tagged units back 
on the market more quickly amid a housing short-
age, as well as about the monitoring fee.

Backlogs and bad actors: Candidates discuss red-tags

See Red-tags, Page 10
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Mayor Andy Schor touted efforts 
underway at Sycamore Townhomes 
and Autumn Ridge Apartments that 
will bring hundreds of red-tagged 
units back online. He added the city 
has been pushing property owners to 
repair their properties rather than 
demolish them when they end up on 
the “make safe or demolish” list, to 
avoid demolitions decreasing avail-
able housing.

He said the red-tag fee has been 
applied to all owners equally af-
ter the Council felt too many own-
ers were evading it by “just pulling 
a permit and beating the fee, and 
then not doing anything.” He said he 
would like to see a middle-ground 
solution.

Asked about Schrader’s never en-
countering an officer, he said he 
would “look in to see what we’re de-
fining as monitoring.”

His opponent, Kelsea Hector, sug-
gested “an accountability dashboard 
of landlords that are frequent flyers 
on the red-tag list” to disincentivize 

poor property maintenance and help 
renters choose a safe home.

She said the fee piles extra difficul-
ty on those already struggling to fix 
their home, and that she would like 
to see data on whether the fee is cor-
related with owners making fixes.

At-large candidate Clara Martinez 
said she would focus on providing 
resources and assuming positive in-
tent, while still holding bad actors 
accountable. Regarding the fee, she 
said she was open to a conversation 
on “how we can reward the positive 
behavior.”

At-large candidate Julie Vanden-
boom said the city should “incen-
tivize and reward good landlords,” 
especially given how many landlords 
live out of city, state and even coun-
try.

“We should give grace and incen-
tives to people trying to make their 
neighborhood a better place,” she 
said.

Jeremy Garza, running at-large 
after two terms in the 2nd Ward, 
said constant turnover and a huge 
backlog in the code enforcement de-
partment are the culprits for Lan-
sing’s current problem. He said there 
should be “some wiggle room and 

some leniency” for owners of red-
tagged properties who are acting in 
good faith, and that the monitoring 
fee should not affect those owners, 
just “the people that are disregard-
ing it.”

Peter Spadafore, running in the 
4th Ward after two terms at-large, 
suggested “a sliding scale of viola-
tions” rather than the catch-all red-
tag. He additionally suggested a 
fund the city could use to repair the 
properties of neglectful owners af-
ter they fail to do it themselves, the 
cost of which could then go on their 
taxes. He said the code enforcement 
department’s backlog is improving, 
which will facilitate more proactive 
interventions.

On the monitoring fee, he said 
he is happy to reexamine the ordi-
nance but for now supports apply-
ing it equally to comply with the 
law.

His opponent, Heath Lowry, sug-
gested temporarily hiring workers 
on a contract basis to work through 
the current backlog so that red-tags 
can be removed as quickly as pos-
sible. He would like to ensure the 
monitoring fee is not used punitive-
ly, but for the cost of monitoring.

In the 2nd Ward, Erik Almquist 
said he had to cancel an inspection 
in July for a house he rents, only to 
learn the next available appoint-
ment is in November. That means 
more inspectors are needed to make 
properties available, he said. He 
added he was shocked to see the city 
take legal action against property 
owners near Dietrich Park who al-
lowed a homeless encampment on 
their property before it took action 
against developers “who are not do-
ing what they’re supposed to.”

His opponent, Deyanira Nevarez 
Martinez, suggested a system to 
create “flexibility in enforcement.” 
She said she worked as a consultant 
with the Tohono Oʼodham Nation 
in Arizona to create a small loan 
program for housing upgrades, 
which helped residents fund repairs 
without having to pay exorbitant 
interest rates on small loans.

She said she supported applying 
the fee on a case-by-case basis.

“If you’re already poor to begin 
with, and we give you a fine, you’re 
just gonna be more poor and less 
able to do the thing you have to,” 
she said.

Red-tags
from page 9

Our patented system keeps out all common debris 

+See Representative for full warranty details. *Promotional offer includes 15% off plus an additional 10% off 
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Lansing City Council 
2nd Ward

Lansing City Council at-large

DEYANIRA NEVAREZ 
MARTINEZ

Deyanira Ne-
varez Martinez, 
39, is an assistant 
professor of ur-
ban and regional 
planning at MSU, 
where she re-
searches housing 
and homelessness 
governance. She 
has a doctorate in 

urban and environmental planning 
and policy from the University of 
California, Irvine. She is a member 
of Lansing’s school board. She has 
been endorsed by Mayor Andy Schor, 
current Council members Trini Peh-
livanoglu, Peter Spadafore and Brian 
T. Jackson, and the Lansing Region-
al Chamber-PAC.

ERIK ALMQUIST
Erik Almquist, 

58, works from 
home as a tech 
support specialist 
for Apple. He is 
a former Fenn-
ville City Council 
member, leaving 
his role in 2021 
to move to Lan-
sing. He ran as a 

Democrat in the 80th state House of 
Representatives district in 2020 and 
lost. He is running in the 2nd Ward 
to replace Jeremy Garza, whom he 
said he admires.

Lansing City Council 4th Ward

JULIE VANDENBOOM
Julie Vandenboom, 

51, is a program re-en-
gineering specialist 
with the Michigan De-
partment of Health and 
Human Services, work-

ing primarily with the Of-
fice of Child Support. She 
has a master’s degree in 
music performance from 
MSU and is a board mem-
ber of the Capital Area 
District Libraries, East-

side Neighborhood Organization 
and Friends of Bancroft Park. 
She finished 10th last year for the 
nine-member Charter Commis-
sion. Council President Ryan Kost 
and others endorsed her.

CLARA MARTINEZ
Clara Mar-

tinez, 33, is 
the dance di-
rector at Ev-
erett High 
School. She 
has a mas-
ter’s degree 
in social work 
from MSU, 
serves on the 
city’s Arts & 

Culture Commission and is a board 
member for All of the Above Hip 
Hop Academy. She is the former 
chair of the Michigan Dance Coun-
cil. She is an eastside resident. She 
was endorsed by Mayor Andy Schor 
and former Mayor David Hollister, 
current Council members Trini Pe-
hlivanoglu and Peter Spadafore, 
and the Lansing Regional Cham-
ber-PAC.

JEREMY GARZA
Jeremy Gar-

za, 49, is a 2nd 
Ward coun-
cilmember in 
the Lansing 
City Council 
finishing his 
second term. 
A journeyman 
plumber and 
pipefitter, he is 
vice president 

of United Association Local 333. 
He is running at-large so his family 
can move into a home elsewhere. He 
was endorsed by Council members 
Adam Hussain, Trini Pehlivanog-
lu and Peter Spadafore, many local 
politicians and trade unions, and the 
Lansing Regional Chamber-PAC.

AURELIUS CHRISTIAN
Aurelius 

Christian, 
27, is the 
d e v e l o p -
ment pro-
grams co-
ordinator 
at the Lan-
sing Eco-
nomic De-
velopment 

Corp. He has a bachelor’s de-
gree in advertising manage-
ment from MSU. He is a board 
member of the Allen Neigh-
borhood Center and serves on 
the Capital Region Communi-
ty Foundation’s Impact Grant 
Committee. He is a former 
board member of the Ingham 
County Health Centers. He 
was endorsed by the Lansing 
Regional Chamber-PAC.

Lasing City Clerk
CHRIS SWOPE
Chris Swope, 

58, has been 
Lansing’s city 
clerk for nearly 
20 years and is 
running unop-
posed for a fifth 
term. He has a 
bachelor’s degree 
in financial ad-

ministration from MSU. He is a for-
mer Ingham County commissioner, 
has twice been president of the Mich-
igan Association of Municipal Clerks 
and is president of the Rotary Club of 
Lansing.

ville City Council 

to move to Lan-

Lansing Mayor
KELSEA HECTOR
Kelsea Hector, 33, is 

the executive director of 
Punks with Lunch Lan-
sing. She has a bachelor’s 
degree in K-8 teaching 
from Ferris State Univer-
sity and co-chairs Inclu-
sive Justice of Michigan, 
an LGBTQ+ rights orga-
nization.

ANDY SCHOR
Andy Schor, 50, mayor of Lan-

sing, is running for a third term. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree in 
political science and history from 
the University of Michigan. A Dem-
ocrat, he was Ingham County com-
missioner and a state representative 
for Lansing. He was endorsed by 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, U.S. Sens. 
Gary Peters and Elissa Slotkin, Pete Buttigieg and many 
politicians, including Council members Jeremy Garza, 
Trini Pehlivanoglu and Peter Spadafore.

PETER SPADAFORE
Peter Spadafore, 40, is finish-

ing his second term as an at-large 
Council member. He initially 
chose not to run for reelection, 
then decided to run in the 4th 
Ward after learning incumbent 
Brian T. Jackson was not run-
ning. He has a bachelor’s degree 
in social relations from MSU and 
is executive director of the Mich-
igan Alliance for Student Opportunity. The Lansing 
Regional Chamber-PAC has endorsed him.

HEATH LOWRY
Heath Lowry, 32, is a staff 

attorney and policy specialist 
at the Michigan Coalition to 
End Domestic and Sexual Vio-
lence. He earned his law degree 
from MSU with a focus on in-
digenous law and policy. He is 
the president of the Westside 
Neighborhood Association and 
a member of the Lansing Board 

of Zoning Appeals. He is the former executive offi-
cer of the Ingham County Democratic Party. Council 
President Ryan Kost has endorsed him.
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Ingham County Circuit Judge 
Rosemarie Aquilina told Lansing 
homeless camp residents she 
visited a day earlier, north of Old 
Town near Dietrich Park, that they 
need to vacate the land and find a 
safer place to live before winter. 
She added that she doesn’t support 
bulldozing people out of the area, 
but rather that they should take ad-

vantage of existing resources. Aquilina also instructed the city  to 
provide portable toilets, potable water and portable sinks to the 
camp and to retain the receipts. She added that she’s willing to 
open her courtroom at 1 p.m. every Wednesday until each of the 
approximately 60 residents has found safe temporary housing.

The Eaton County Board of Commissioners approved a 
$40.6 million general fund budget 
for the 2025-‘26 fiscal year, which 
includes $8.4 million in staff reduc-
tions and service cuts. A $6.4 million 
reduction in personnel expenses in-
cludes the elimination of 29 positions, 
resulting in a decrease in the size of the 
county’s staff from 418 to 389 positions. 
However, most of those are vacant, the Lansing State Journal re-
ported. The budget eliminated the Sheriff ’s Office road patrol for 
non-contracted areas, such as Delta Township, and MSU Exten-
sion funding, which supports the county’s 4-H programs. It also 
reduced funds to Clinton-Eaton-Ingham Community Mental 
Health and the Barry-Eaton District Health Department. County 
voters twice rejected tax increases over the past year.

WKAR Public Media, facing budget contraints, announced 
that the 11th season 
of “Curious Crew,” 
its original show for 
kids, will be its last. 
The first of five new 
episodes premieres 
at 10:30 a.m. Sat-
urday. Since “Curi-
ous Crew” debuted in 

2014, 96 episodes have been produced and broadcast through 
this final season. “’Curious Crew’ has helped WKAR develop an 
integrated approach to our children’s educational programming,” 
said Ashlee Smith, WKAR senior director of content and edu-
cation. Communications Manager Beth Young told the Lansing 
State Journal, “We carefully evaluate all programming to ensure 
the mission impact and audience needs align, especially during 
this time of financial upheaval for public media.”

Superintendent Bill Barnes told attendees 
at Monday’s Grand Ledge Board of Educa-
tion meeting that high school teacher and 
City Council member Dave Logel would not 
lose his job for comments he made on his 
Facebook account after the shooting death 
of conservative activist Charlie Kirk. Twen-
ty-eight individuals shared their views on the 
issue during the public comment portion of the meeting, with 
some advocating for Logel’s dismissal and others supporting 

him. Barnes said his interpretation of board policies, handbooks, 
collective agreements, and applicable laws was that “they do not 
prohibit teachers from exercising their First Amendment rights.” 
Logel, who did not attend the meeting, sent an apology for his 
comments.

GTZ Property Group, a Chicago-based 
company, will redevelop more than 
five acres of property along South Ce-
dar Street, just north of Interstate 96, 
that has been vacant since University 
Motor Mall closed in 2015. The compa-
ny said it will invest more than $5 million 
to revitalize it. It will demolish three buildings there and then 
construct a Chick-fil-A, a fast-food chain known for years of fi-
nancial support of organizations with anti-LBGTQ+ views. GTZ 
is marketing the remaining four acres to national and regional 
restaurants, as well as other retail companies.

East Lansing police arrest-
ed two people after a violent 
attack on a store employee at 
the 7-11 convenience store at 
Grove Street and Albert Ave-
nue. Security video showed indi-
viduals attacking a store employee 
after a confrontation about theft, 

then the same employee getting sprayed with a substance by 
another group. Police charged a juvenile with felonious assault, 
resisting and obstructing and issued an adult male a citation for 
disorderly fighting. Store owner Ali Haider told Fox 47 News that 
he is asking the city to reinstate a loitering ordinance.

Judge Kristen D. Simmons has ar-
raigned Montez Hopkins (pictured), 30, 
in 54A District Court on a charge of ho-
micide and six related firearm charges 
in the July 20 shooting of 36-year-old 
DeAndre Campbell, who died the same 
day from his injuries. The charges in-
cluded carrying a weapon with unlawful 
intent, carrying a concealed weapon, being 
a prohibited person (felon) in possession of a firearm, and three 
counts of felony firearm. The judge also charged him with being 
a habitual offender. He was arrested and returned to prison on a 
parole violation. Simmons has scheduled a probable cause con-
ference for Montez Oct. 2.

Public Safety
Lansing police responded Sunday to a report of gunshots on 

the 5700 block of South Pennsylvania Avenue, where they found 
a male with a gunshot wound (age and injury information not 
specified). They reported the man was in stable condition. … 
Lansing police also responded to a call Saturday on the 1800 
block of Elizabeth Street, where they found a 22-year-old male 
with a non-life-threatening gunshot to the ear. Police have not yet 
made arrests for either incident.
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers,
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the
54A District Court following the retirement
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores,
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County.
His partial term expires in January, meaning
he’ll have to run for election in November for
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna
Dunnings, will meet next month
to establish a process to replace
outgoing County Treasurer Eric
Schertzing, who is set to retire at
the end of the month. The appointed
replacement will serve through
November, at which point whoever
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur.
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called
“Dirt School” at Burchfield
Park in Ingham County
before the end of the year,
reports the Lansing State
Journal. The 540-acre
park is already home to

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography,
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly
contest that features distinctive fine
points of architecture in Greater
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and
Eye Candy.

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the
first to cor-
rectly guess
last month’s
E y e  f o r
Design, the
lightning zaps 
that converge
over the north 
portal of the
1938 Ottawa
Street Power Station (below), now
the headquarters of the insurance
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are
the crowning touch on a lavish set
of inner and outer lobby doors that
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired
electric power into the heart of the
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar,
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street
Power Plant is a superb example of
the civilized public works projects
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design
(above) clue is from a building in
Old Town. Be the first to send the
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew.
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million
pints of Oberon Ale.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

122 Allen St., Lansing
For more than a year, the splintered, 

shattered remains of this eastside Lan-
sing house have sat in massive heaps in-
side a fence that surrounds the property, 
located half a block south of Michigan 
Avenue. While the fence is high enough 
to keep out all but the most intrepid in-
truders, the property is dangerous and 
certainly an eyesore.

No one was inside the home when an 
explosion occurred on Sept. 18, 2024. 
Michael Andrick of the Ingham County 
Land Bank, which was given the prop-
erty, said the Lansing Fire Department 
told him a gas leak caused it. A hand-
written sign, attached to the fencing 
facing the street for months, announces 
that Andrick is responsible for proper-
ty cleanup coordination and that  work 
was supposed to occur over the summer.

It didn’t, but it appears it will begin 
soon. Andrick said the Land Bank has 
received a demolition permit from the 
city of Lansing and that Bolle Con-
tracting will be starting work in the 
next week or two. He added that Con-
ney Homes of DeWitt will build on the 
property.

The property was previously owned 
by John Krohn and Philip Battiato, ac-
cording to the Lansing BS & A site. “I 
donated the property last November to 
the Land Bank,” said Krohn, “which I 
could only do because they applied for 
and received federal blight elimination 
funds specifically for that property.”

—    STEVE UNDERWOOD
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy,
half-painted cinder block façade.
But it’s the massive assortment of
various yard and porch decor that
earned it a spot in this recurring
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units;
plastic containers filled with scrap
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy
up his collection.

And he has a message for any
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise,
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,”
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front
yards. But collections this large
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly look at 
some of the seedier properties in Lansing. It 
rotates with Public Art, by Bill Castanier. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.
com  or call in a nomination at 517-999-5061.
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Vote for Andy Schor
Four years ago, City Pulse sat uncomfortably 

on the fence in the Lansing mayoral contest. 
Given the inevitability that Andy Schor would 
be reelected (as he was with 64% of the vote), 
our goal then was to send him a message: step 
up your leadership in your 
second term. Today, we en-
dorse Schor for a third one 
(another inevitability) with 
more confidence in his lead-
ership, while still encouraging 
more.

Our city is better off to-
day than four years ago. The 
administration’s biggest 
achievement is putting in mo-
tion a clear plan for bringing 
downtown back to life: give 
people a reason to live and visit there and they 
will. We think it is a winning strategy. The 
state may never return a full complement of 
workers to the Capitol complex. And even if it 
did, that does nothing post lunch or on week-
ends. Cranes are in the air. Hundreds of rental 
units are under construction, some new, some 
replacing empty office space; so is a new city 
hall; the land is cleared for the Ovation Center 
for Arts and Music. The city’s biggest eyesore, 
the Walter Neller Building, is finally gone, 
thanks to administration pressure, and more 
residences will replace it. On the south side of 
496, work is moving along on the 
new public safety building — a 
clear example of Schor’s ability to 
lead a drive for public support to 
the tune of $175 million.

The upside of Schor’s get-along-
go-along nature is his role in the 
significant state funding that came Lansing’s 
way in his second term. A former state repre-
sentative, Schor has close ties to all the Capi-
tol powers-who-be, from the Governor’s Office 
down, who blessed the city with hundreds of 
millions of dollars last session to help mend 
our downtown. Certainly, though, it was not 
just Schor’s affability that made a difference. 
The mayor is well schooled in urban affairs, 
going back to his days on the staff of the Mich-
igan Municipal League and his service repre-
senting the city as an Ingham County commis-
sioner and in the House.

Schor’s second term was not without stum-
bles, chief among them his failed plan to re-
store the historic downtown Masonic Temple 
as a new city hall and his sellout on old Eastern 
High School. City Pulse feels so strongly about 
the need to get historic preservation on the 
front burner that we may well have endorsed 
an opponent to Schor this year — if there were 
one in whom we had confidence to run the city. 
Don’t get us wrong: Kelsea Hector, who came 
in a distant second to Schor in the primary, is 
smart, talented and articulate. However, her 
lack of governmental experience disqualifies 
her. We encourage the administration to tap 
into her expertise on the critical homeless is-
sue.

In other editorials, we have spelled out what 
needs to be done about preservation, and we’re 
pleased that Schor is open to our suggestions. 
We hope his inaugural address will announce 
a preservation committee, as he promised to 
form in his endorsement interview with us. We 
are reminded of a similar effort he undertook 

is his firm term: the creation of a performing 
arts center committee. The result is the com-
ing Ovation Center. We hope for that degree of 
commitment to preservation in the next four 
years.

Yes: Martinez (both), Vandenboom, Lowry
Lansing voters will fill half the seats on the 

Lansing City Council on Nov. 4. They face diffi-
cult choices in all cases because of an unusually 
strong field. We recommend Deyanira Nevarez 
Martinez in the 2nd Ward, Heath Lowry in the 

4th and Julie Vanden-
boom and Clara Marti-
nez for the two at-large 
positions. We encourage 
you to learn about them 
in this week’s issue and 
through their endorse-

ment interviews, which we’ve posted at www.
lansingcitypulse.com.

All but one candidate (the elusive Aurelius 
Christian) sought our endorsement. We found 
all of the remaining candidates thoughtful in 
their answers. Leo V. Kaplan reports in this is-
sue on their views on preservation, homeless-
ness, red-tagged properties and who should 
gather our trash. By and large, we endorsed 
based on the overall impression we gained of 
their abilities to think through issues and pro-
vide coherent answers, whether we agreed or 
not with their solutions.

However, for the incumbents, records in of-
fice made a difference as well in our choices, 
specifically regarding historic preservation. 
Thus, we oppose Peter Spadafore and Jere-
my Garza for reelection. Both failed to stand 
up for saving Old Eastern. Spadafore went a 
step farther and wrote an opinion piece that 
fostered the false narrative that advocacy for 
saving the city’s most historic building would 
cost Lansing mental health beds. As a prom-
inent civic leader, Spadafore should have used 
his standing and considerable persuasive tal-
ents to try to broker a compromise that would 
have saved old Eastern and kept U of M’s pro-
posed psychiatric facility in Lansing. However, 
given that Spadafore led the Lansing school 

board that negotiated Eastern’s sale without 
contract language strong enough to preserve 
the building, perhaps we should not have been 
surprised, just sadly disappointed.

As for Garza, a self-described “union plumb-
er” — he is safety director of Plumbers & Pipe-
fitters Local 333 — he did the unions’ bidding: 

oppose saving Old Eastern 
out of the simplistic fear 
it would cost construction 
jobs. Garza says in his cam-
paign literature that he isn’t 
a “typical politician.” If not, 
he is certainly a predictable 
one in putting his employ-
er’s desires above even a
Council discussion of old 
Eastern’s historic status. 

Fortunately, in both cases, 
voters have excellent choic-

es to replace Spadafore and Garza in Lowry 
and Nevarez Martinez. Both are intelligent, 
thoughtful and articulate. Both are indepen-
dent thinkers. We found the same to be true of
Vandenboom and Clara Martinez. Some voters 
expressed concerns about the Nevarez Marti-
nez’ decision to send her children to Catholic
schools when she ran for the Lansing School 
Board. However, she assured us, they are now 
enrolled in the Lansing School District.

For clerk: Chris Swope
Chris Swope has once again drawn no oppo-

sition, and it’s easy to understand why. Voters 
have come to trust the four-term incumbent’s 
professional management of the City Clerk’s 
Office. Voter participation trended up in this 
year’s primary election, and the credit goes to 
Swope’s leadership in expanding mail, absen-
tee and early voting opportunities. Swope has 
served twice as president of the statewide and 
capital region clerks’ association, and this year 
he is president of the community’s largest ser-
vice organization, the Rotary Club of Lansing.
Yes, it’s always better in a democracy to have an 
challenger, but we understand why Swope does 
not. We encourage voters to show their appre-
ciation by supporting him for a fifth term.
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The CP Edit
Opinion

Have something to say about a local issue or an item that appeared in our pages? Now you have two ways to sound off:
1.) Write a letter to the editor.
• E-mail: letters@ lansingcitypulse.com • Snail mail: City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912 • Fax: (517) 371-5800 • At lansingcitypulse.com

2.) Write a guest column. Contact Berl Schwartz for more information: publisher@lansingcitypulse.com or (517) 999-5061. (Please include your name, address 
and telephone number so we can reach you. Keep letters to 250 words or fewer. City Pulse reserves the right to edit letters and columns.)

Lansing Board of Water & Light
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his
hands, even though he refuses to look
down and acknowledge that he’s still
holding them.

State environmental records
released in January revealed that
Peffley has known for nearly two
years about dangerous chemical
contamination leaking from the large
toxic coal ash ponds that surround
the Erickson Power Station in Delta
Township — which for decades may
have also poisoned nearby drinking
water supplies feeding private wells
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS
and molybdenum have been leaching
from the three ponds since 2020 and
still neither BWL nor state regulators
knows how long the problem has
existed — though the plant, which is
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has
operated the ponds since 1974.

When City Pulse broke that news,
Peffley and his PR team quickly
jumped into action — except the
damage control wasn’t centered on
assessing environmental and public
health risks. Instead, it was about
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type
of leadership we need at a publicly
owned utility company.

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright
denying that drinking water could
be contaminated despite experts
who have suggested otherwise. The
experts similarly poured cold water
on BWL’s latest contention that the
pollution is occurring naturally

Groundwater feeds drinking water
supplies. At best, it was unclear then
whether contaminated groundwater
was reaching drinking water drawn
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy

building a media firewall around
Peffley and other top executives
to answer our questions. She has
learned well from longtime Lansing
public relations practitioner Steve
Serkaian, executive director of public
affairs at BWL and a holdover from
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley
responded only in a polished op-ed
in which he repeatedly questioned
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety
standards.

While tech-
nically true,
his statements
completely
ignored the
potential for contamination at dozens
of private wells that provide drinking
water for hundreds of people near
Erickson. His statements also didn’t
offer much acknowledgement that
a problem even existed, much less
explain why BWL officials seemed
to have alerted nobody of the public
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems,
the PR campaign continued with the
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the
area. It was a sweetheart move for a
utility company caught in the midst
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually
been ordered by state regulators to
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results
spelled out some really bad news:

BWL only tested six wells. And all of
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick.
Michigan doesn’t set health limits

on boron in drinking water, though
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are

in place. EPA
also has an
unenforceable
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L
for adults and
3 mg/L for

children. BWL’s well tests detected
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is
harmful to plant life at lower levels.
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been
drinking from those taps. His ballsy
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL

claimed to be in compliance with
federal coal ash rules, but experts said
those rules were violated back in 2017
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made
claims about the investigation
process that directly contradict
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman
David Price — someone who should
definitely be in the know — wasn’t
informed of the contamination
problems before January. He was
told the ponds weren’t contaminating
groundwater, which was also directly
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s
statements, Adamy has still insisted
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the
issue at the Erickson Power Station as
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL
still doesn’t have a handle on the
pollution plume’s size or location,
how many drinking water wells are
contaminated in the nearby vicinity
or how long its neighbors have been
sipping on and showering in boron
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been
forthcoming about this public health
calamity — denying our reporters
an opportunity to conduct basic
interviews and then failing to answer
several emailed questions. The latest
PR tactic seems to be centered on
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether
and hoping the problem — or at least
public awareness of the problem —
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor:
But if Peffley and the rest of his team
don’t start prioritizing public safety
over their public image, then perhaps
it’s time for him to seriously consider
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem
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Two years ago, we opposed a ballot proposal 
calling for a wholesale review of the Lansing 
City Charter because we saw no reason to 
spend hundreds 
of thousands of 
dollars to im-
prove a document 
in no major need 
of repair. Hun-
dreds of thou-
sands of dollars 
later, we stand by 
our opinion — 
while supporting the proposed 
new charter’s passage on Nov. 4.

We have little argument with 
the changes (as outlined on Page 5 
in this week’s issue) recommend-
ed by the elected body that spent over a year 
pouring over the 47-year-old charter. Com-
mendably, they listened to citizens, accepted 
some suggestions, rejected others, and acted 
efficiently and with restraint. Our only quib-
ble is eliminating the three non-Lansing (and 
nonvoting) board members that voters added 
just 11 years ago to the Lansing Board of Wa-
ter & Light, which seems the very antithesis of 
regional cooperation. We see no harm in other 
changes, and steps forward in a few. Among 
them is giving the City Council authority equal 
to the mayor’s in firing the city attorney, cor-
recting a balance-of-power issue. Another is 
requiring the mayor to deliver a strategic plan 
quadrennially. Still another is removing the 
odious ban on citizens with felony convictions 
from running for office. Let voters decide who 
represents us. We could go on.

We also like what it did not propose, chief 
among them abandoning the strong may-

or system for a city manager. It also showed 
restraint in the face of calls for eliminating 
all at-large Council seats, which would have 

made the body 
even more pa-
rochial. Instead, 
it added a ninth 
ward, perhaps a 
sop, but it does 
eliminate tie 
votes.

Voters will 
not see any of 

these changes on the 
ballot. They will sim-
ply be asked to vote up 
or down. We encour-
age you to study the 

changes elsewhere (such as lansingvotes.gov/
yourcharter) and decide if you think the com-
mission should try again, which under state 
law it can do twice more.

But consider this: For 47 years, we have got-
ten along fine making one change at a time 
seven times — in our opinion, better than 
fine, because then the ballot actually spelled 
out those seven proposed changes, which vot-
ers approved.

The  alternative: Vote down the charter pro-
posal and risk wasting hundreds of thousands 
more taxpayer dollars should the commission 
decide to resume its work. 

Finally, one change on the ballot Nov. 4 
would extend to 16 years, from 12, the fre-
quency with which the charter could be 
amended through the review process. If noth-
ing else, approve the new charter so we put off 
by four extra years the risk of going through 
this folly again.
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Lansing Board of Water & Light
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his
hands, even though he refuses to look
down and acknowledge that he’s still
holding them.

State environmental records
released in January revealed that
Peffley has known for nearly two
years about dangerous chemical
contamination leaking from the large
toxic coal ash ponds that surround
the Erickson Power Station in Delta
Township — which for decades may
have also poisoned nearby drinking
water supplies feeding private wells
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS
and molybdenum have been leaching
from the three ponds since 2020 and
still neither BWL nor state regulators
knows how long the problem has
existed — though the plant, which is
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has
operated the ponds since 1974.

When City Pulse broke that news,
Peffley and his PR team quickly
jumped into action — except the
damage control wasn’t centered on
assessing environmental and public
health risks. Instead, it was about
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type
of leadership we need at a publicly
owned utility company.

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright
denying that drinking water could
be contaminated despite experts
who have suggested otherwise. The
experts similarly poured cold water
on BWL’s latest contention that the
pollution is occurring naturally

Groundwater feeds drinking water
supplies. At best, it was unclear then
whether contaminated groundwater
was reaching drinking water drawn
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy

building a media firewall around
Peffley and other top executives
to answer our questions. She has
learned well from longtime Lansing
public relations practitioner Steve
Serkaian, executive director of public
affairs at BWL and a holdover from
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley
responded only in a polished op-ed
in which he repeatedly questioned
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety
standards.

While tech-
nically true,
his statements
completely
ignored the
potential for contamination at dozens
of private wells that provide drinking
water for hundreds of people near
Erickson. His statements also didn’t
offer much acknowledgement that
a problem even existed, much less
explain why BWL officials seemed
to have alerted nobody of the public
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems,
the PR campaign continued with the
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the
area. It was a sweetheart move for a
utility company caught in the midst
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually
been ordered by state regulators to
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results
spelled out some really bad news:

BWL only tested six wells. And all of
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick.
Michigan doesn’t set health limits

on boron in drinking water, though
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are

in place. EPA
also has an
unenforceable
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L
for adults and
3 mg/L for

children. BWL’s well tests detected
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is
harmful to plant life at lower levels.
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been
drinking from those taps. His ballsy
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL

claimed to be in compliance with
federal coal ash rules, but experts said
those rules were violated back in 2017
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made
claims about the investigation
process that directly contradict
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman
David Price — someone who should
definitely be in the know — wasn’t
informed of the contamination
problems before January. He was
told the ponds weren’t contaminating
groundwater, which was also directly
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s
statements, Adamy has still insisted
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the
issue at the Erickson Power Station as
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL
still doesn’t have a handle on the
pollution plume’s size or location,
how many drinking water wells are
contaminated in the nearby vicinity
or how long its neighbors have been
sipping on and showering in boron
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been
forthcoming about this public health
calamity — denying our reporters
an opportunity to conduct basic
interviews and then failing to answer
several emailed questions. The latest
PR tactic seems to be centered on
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether
and hoping the problem — or at least
public awareness of the problem —
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor:
But if Peffley and the rest of his team
don’t start prioritizing public safety
over their public image, then perhaps
it’s time for him to seriously consider
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem

City Charter: 
Yes, and let’s move on

Now that the public com-
ment period has closed on the 
proposal to roll back the 
Endangerment Finding—
the scientific determina-
tion that greenhouse gases 
threaten public health—
the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency faces a choice: 
side with the people of Michi-
gan or side with polluters.

For years, our summers 
have been increasingly 
marred by a haze of wildfire 
smoke — a stark reminder of 
climate change that chokes 
our skies and our lungs. This 
finding has been the basis of 
key clean air protections for 
nearly 20 years, upheld by 
the Supreme Court. It is the 
essential tool that empowers 
the EPA to restrict the pollut-
ants driving climate change. 
Weakening it would ignore 
decades of scientific consen-
sus, putting polluters ahead 
of the health of our children, 
seniors, and communities.

The American Lung As-
sociation warns this would 
be a “dangerous setback for 
health.” For Michigan, repeal-

ing this finding means more 
lung-searing ozone pollution 

and more intense 
wildfires filling our 
air with smoke. It di-
rectly leads to more 
asthma attacks and 

premature deaths.
Beyond air quality, these 

climate impacts fuel more 
extreme weather across our 
state, causing unpredictable 
floods that overwhelm our 
sewers, longer droughts that 
threaten farm yields and 
stronger windstorms that 
cause widespread power out-
ages. 

The EPA has a responsi-
bility to protect all Ameri-
cans from escalating climate 
threats. Thousands of Mich-
iganders have spoken. I now 
urge Administrator Zeldin 
to listen to the public, heed 
the science and abandon this 
dangerous effort to weaken 
the Endangerment Finding. 
Our health and well-being 
must come first.

 Liz Busch
Mount Pleasant city 
commissioner

Letter to 
the editor

The people have spoken. 
Will the EPA listen?

This is a story on “the race that shouldn’t 
have been.” 

U.S. Rep. John James should already 
be wrapping up the 2026 gubernatorial 
primary. The race should be functionally 
over, just like how Mike Rogers wrapped up 
the U.S. Senate nomination through good 
timing and decision-making. 

James had everything 
that everybody else 
didn’t have: A lot of 
money. Name ID from 
two highly competitive 
statewide campaigns. 
A national network to 
raise more money. A 
rockstar-like reputation 
among the Republican 
grassroots. A $5 million independent Su-
perPAC funded by Dan and Pamella DeVos. 
Buddies with President Donald Trump. 

What else does a GOP candidate need?  
As we saw from the results of the Mich-

igan Republican Party’s Mackinac Leader-
ship Conference straw poll, this gubernato-
rial race is not over. 

Instead, it’s become stunningly com-
petitive. Just as James Craig completely 
fumbled a clear shot at the Republican 
gubernatorial nomination in 2021-‘22 
through pure neglect and laziness, James is 
on track to do the same thing. 

For months, candidates Senate Majority 
Leader Aric Nesbitt, former Attorney Gen-
eral Mike Cox, former House Speaker Tom 
Leonard, trucker Anthony Hudson, and 
even AxMITax advocate Karla Wagner have 
crisscrossed the state.  

They’ve hit the county GOP chicken din-
ners. They connected (or reconnected) with 
the grassroots. Bounced different issues off 
constituents. Refined their messages. Got 
themselves into various mediums. Raised 
money from someone other than retired, 
out-of-state folks who watch Fox News all 
day. 

James couldn’t be bothered. 
Instead, there are excuses or nothing: His 

schedule is busy. Been there, done that. Or 
he’s actually doing stuff; we just don’t see it. 

Now the James camp is seeing what 
happens when GOP activists feel taken for 
granted. 

James finished fourth in the Mackinac 
straw poll of 500-some GOP insiders with 
around 14% of the votes, behind Nesbitt, 
Leonard and Cox.  

“So what?” you might say. 
In 2021, the straw-poll winner was Craig, 

who screwed up his petition signatures. 
Second-place? Eventual nominee Tudor 
Dixon. In 2017, the winner was eventual 
nominee Bill Schuette. In 2009, the winner 
was eventual nominee Rick Snyder. 

What happened? James failed to take 
care of one big housecleaning issue.  

If he weren’t running for reelection in the 
competitive 10th Congressional District, 
he needed to line up a quality, Trump-ap-
proved replacement. 

Instead, Trump publicly questions James’ 
choice to run for governor instead of Con-
gress.  Trump’s GOP majority in the U.S. 
House is so dubious for 2026 that red states 
are redrawing their congressional lines 
mid-cycle to help Trump. 

In response, people can hear James 
telling Trump off-camera that he has a 
candidate in MI-10. 

The problem? James didn’t have a can-
didate!  

Or, if he does, we haven’t seen him or her. 
Instead, the Republicans have a charming 
young man with a name 99.9% of people 
can’t pronounce (Robert Lulgjuraj) and 
maybe the son of a sheriff in a neighboring 
county. The Dems’ field is stacked with a 
mayor, a guy with a boatload of money, 
someone who ran countywide last cycle and 
more. 

Yikes.  
Now, Republican activists feel James put 

Trump in a lurch. James could have made 
his case directly to activists, but ... see the 
above part of this column. 

Meanwhile, James’ campaign operation 
has been left adrift by part-time or inexpe-
rienced staff, who have made such sloppy 
mistakes as promoting James’ candidacy 
with a kid’s backpack giveaway (a good 
idea) through his congressional office (a 
bad idea). 

James’s leading advisers from previous 
campaigns are gone (Stu Sandler and Troy 
Hudson, who now works for Cox). In the 
void, James has what amounts to a part-
time effort. Excuses are replacing real work 
on the faulty belief that their boss’ popular-
ity fixes everything. 

What does bad staff work equal? James 

going to an MMA fight instead of attend-
ing a GOP gubernatorial forum on the 
island in front of a few hundred devout 
Republicans. 

The shame is that James is a great 
candidate. He’s a quick study. He has 
a commanding presence. Great smile. 
Likable one-on-one. He could have given 
Republicans a real shot to take back the 
Governor’s seat. 

Maybe he still can. But unless some-
thing changes, he’s not making it out of the 
primary. 

(Kyle Melinn is the editor of the Capitol 
news service MIRS. You can email him at 
melinnky@gmail.com.)

John James seems to be sabotaging his gubernatorial chances 

POLITICS

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Settlement Agreement Update
Eyde Central Park Property

Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Monday, October 13, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian Munici-
pal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 
517-853-4560) to hear all persons interested in a proposed project. Continental 975 Fund
LLC is submitting an application to amend an existing settlement agreement with the Eyde
Company to allow the development of a medium density multiple-family community on
vacant land along Central Park Drive.

Materials related to the request are available for viewing in the Department of Community 
Planning and Development office (5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, 48864), Monday-Friday, 
8am-5pm, or on the Township website at the following location: www.meridian.mi.us/besi-
nesses/development-projects. Written comments may be sent prior to the public hearing to 
the Planning Commission, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, 
Michigan, 48864, or by email to schmitt@meridian.mi.us.

Angela Demas
Township Clerk

CP#25-310

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT UPDATE

EYDE CENTRAL PARK PROPERTY
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2025
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Same latitude, same attitude
‘North Bird’ saxophonist Erena Terakubo joins MSU jazz studies 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
Erena Terakubo knew about Mich-

igan State University before she knew 
about Michigan State University.

Born and raised in Sapporo, Japan, 
the latest addition to the MSU jazz 
studies faculty moved to New York in 
2015 — a bold move for a young mu-
sician from way out of town. She had a 
bone-deep passion for jazz and blazing 
alto saxophone chops but no friends 
and few contacts.

“I was shy, so I didn’t go out and talk 
to people,” she said. “It took time for 
me.”

As she struggled to make her mark 
in the Big Apple, she kept running 
into successful graduates of a school 
she had never heard of in the heart of 
Michigan.

“Before I knew anything about MSU, 
I was like, ‘What’s going on with this 
school?’” Terakubo said. “Not only can 
everyone play, but they’re all so nice. 
That’s what’s outstanding about this 
program. I can tell someone went to 
MSU because they value community, 
they’re always helping.”

When MSU trombone Professor Mi-
chael Dease told her there would be a 
vacancy created by the departure this 
year of saxophonist Walter Blanding, 
Terakubo, 33, went for it right away.

Sapporo and East Lansing also hap-
pen to sit at about the same latitude, 
so she’s already equipped for fall with 
a down jacket. Her next move is to buy 
an e-bike and hit the local trail system.

“This is a dream come true for me,” 
she said.

Like many kids in Japan, Terakubo 
started playing piano at a very young 
age, but her local elementary school of-
fered more than Bach and Mozart.

Her homeroom teacher, Mr. Takeda, 
was a jazz fan. He didn’t blink at push-
ing his band of 8-year-old kids from 
Thomas the Tank Engine and “Sesame 
Street” to hard bop trumpeter Lee Mor-
gan’s saucy 1964 hit, “The Sidewinder.”

When Terakubo was little, she fix-
ated on a toy her dad brought home, a 
candy jar shaped like an M&M playing 
a saxophone. When her parents took 
her to a local jazz concert, she was even 
more fascinated by the actual instru-
ment. She borrowed her older cousin’s 
saxophone and started woodshedding.

She earned a spot in the Sapporo Ju-
nior Jazz Orchestra, a popular ensem-
ble that drew from schools around the 
city and performed at many venues and 
festivals in the region.

“These were 8- and 9-year-old kids,” 
she said. “We had no idea how to im-
provise, but we did it anyway. Our ap-
proach was, ‘Jazz is expression.’ I really 
got into it.”

Audiences loved the ensemble’s en-
ergy and appreciated the members’ 
talent.

“I would hit a high note, and the au-
dience would go crazy,” Terakubo said. 
“I really loved that interaction with the 
audience.”

Word of the group’s acumen spread, 
and soon the kids were getting in-per-
son lessons from giants like saxophon-
ist Sadao Watanabe (still swinging at 
age 92), arguably the most famous Jap-
anese jazz musician. Herbie Hancock, 
a pioneer of electrified jazz, sat at the 
keyboards one weekend.

“Back then, I was into jazz fusion, 

and my idols were playing right in front 
of me,” Terakubo recalled. “I was very 
inspired.”

By the time she got to high school, 
she had thousands of hours of practice 
and performance under her belt.

“I really had chops,” she said. “I was 
able to play fast and hit high notes, and 
I got many opportunities to play.”

Word of Terakubo’s talent quick-
ly reached record producer Yasoha-
chi Itoh, known as “Mr. 88.” Another 
high-level supporter, adventurous jazz 
pianist Yōsuke Yamashita, asked Tera-
kubo whom she’d want to play with on 
her first album. (Yamashita famously 
played a burning piano for a film of the 
same name in 1973. He recreated the 
event in 2008, and the short film on 
Vimeo is a shocker.)

For her first album, “North Bird,” 
Terakubo asked for the moon and got 
it. In 2010, while still in high school, 
she found herself on a plane to New 
York to record with veteran pianist 
Kenny Barron, bassist Christian Mc-
Bride, guitarist Peter Bernstein and 
drummer Lee Pearson.

To her surprise, Barron, the elder 
statesman and most distinguished of 
the group, was the only one who asked 
for a chart.

“He wanted to practice before the 
session,” she recalled with amazement. 
“I was only 17. My chart looked like an 
elementary school student wrote it, but 
I gave it to Kenny. He rewrote it him-
self and brought it to the recording.”

“North Bird” reached No. 1 on the 
Japanese jazz charts and earned jazz 
magazine Swing Journal’s Gold Disc 
Award.

The “North Bird” recording ses-
sion — and the prospect of a tour with 
Barron — shifted Terakubo’s center of 
gravity to the busiest jazz hub on Earth, 
New York.

“I had always wanted to go to Ameri-
ca, but New York was beyond my imag-
ination,” she said. “It kind of naturally 
happened, but I never thought I could 
make a living in New York back then.”

Besides keeping up her own perform-
ing schedule, she toured with Barron’s 
quartet, playing Blue Note Tokyo, the 
Kennedy Center, the Hollywood Bowl 
and even the United Nations.

For Terakubo, joining a jazz studies 
faculty doesn’t mean settling in and 
getting comfortable. With her career 
still in the ascendant, she plans to con-
tinue performing and touring while 
anchoring her musical life at MSU. 

“I’ve wanted to teach for a long time 
because so many mentors and teachers 
helped me,” she said. “But it’s inclusive. 
I can do both, and both things help 
each other.”

She’ll ground her students in the tra-
ditions of alto greats like Charlie Park-
er and Sonny Stitt, but they will be free 
to take the music wherever they want. 
Terakubo herself is still evolving as an 
artist, as her precocious beginnings 
give way to a new phase of maturity.

“I try not to show off because I did 
that so much when I was a kid,” she 
said. She hears the excess in some of 
her old recordings. “After about five 
seconds, I think, ‘That’s too much.’ Mu-
sic should be creative, and it should 
make people happy. But if you scream 
and make a lot of noise, sometimes it 
gets to people, but not all the time.”

Courtesy photo

Saxophonist Erena Terakubo, the latest addition to the MSU jazz studies faculty, was born 
in Sapporo, Japan, and recorded her first album with jazz greats Kenny Barron, Christian 
McBride and Peter Bernstein while still in high school.

Courtesy photo

Terakubo performs with her big band at Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola.



By BILL CASTANIER
Avid readers know the excitement 

that comes from taking a good book 
to bed and getting so involved you 
can’t put it down — “just one more 
chapter.”

I recently learned from a study by 
the University of Florida and Univer-
sity College London that the percent-
age of people who read for pleasure 
daily in the United States has declined 
precipitously, falling from 28% in 
2004 to 16% in 2023. And the study 
had a liberal definition of what con-
stitutes “reading material,” including 
newspapers, books and magazines in 
any format, even audio.

In just two decades, America has 
become a nation of non-readers. 
The sharp drop in daily readership is 

alarming on many counts. The most ob-
vious concerns are that fewer books will 
ultimately be written, the publishing 
industry will shrink, the population of 
the United States will be dumbed down, 
and the universe of ideas will be con-
stricted.

In medieval Europe, the wealthy 
royalty controlled the populace by lim-
iting what they could read. The no-
bles were afraid an educated populace 
would overthrow them if they were lit-
erate. It wasn’t until the advent of the 
movable-type printing press that an 
informed — and entertained — reader 
emerged. 

As an example, in the mid-1800s, 
Charles Dickens’ books were published 
in serial form, and readers on both sides 
of the Atlantic followed him passion-
ately. His impatient fans would gather 
at the docks in Boston and New York, 
waiting for the next chapter to drop. 

During the pandemic, as more and 
more bookstores shuttered and book 
clubs could only meet using Zoom, 
readers began to lose connection with 
one another, and the slow decline of 
readership accelerated. We also became 
more isolated from authors as they 
paused their promotional events and 
book tours. One would think that read-
ing is a solitary activity, but the facts 
show otherwise. How many times have 
you heard the phrase, “What are you 
reading?”

One of the most challenging, but not 
surprising, discoveries in the survey was 
that “highly educated people were twice 
as likely to read as the least educated.” 
A similar finding was that wealthy in-
dividuals were 1.5 times more likely to 
read than lower-income people.

So, what’s the solution? The study, 
which analyzed data from the national 
Labor Statistics and Census bureaus’ 
American Time Use Survey, didn’t ask 

that question. 
One clear answer is that it’s necessary 

to capture readers early, when they’re in 
grade school or younger. One disturbing 
detail from the study was that only 2% 
of subjects regularly read with a child. 

When I was a youngster, my litera-
cy was enriched by story time with my 
grandmother and weekly trips to the li-
brary, where I could wander freely.

Each summer at the library, until 
sometime in middle school, children 
were encouraged to read by a simple 
competition designed by a book manu-
facturer. The creator of what was called 
the Library Club of America, which fo-
cused on kids exclusively, said, “You’ve 
got to get to the child. The thing to sell 
is the reading habit early.”

The competition was similar to scout 
merit badges. Students could earn a 
plastic button for reading four books, 
and for reading 10 books, they would 
be awarded a bronze-coated pin. These 
prizes were highly sought after, and the 
more you read, the more you received. 
I still wear mine when I attend library 
events.

An educational change that I believe 
does not bode well for future genera-
tions of readers is that more and more, 
middle school, high school and college 
classes aren’t requiring students to read 
complete books, instead opting for ex-
cerpts.

I’m not going to dwell on it too much, 
but frankly, the publishing industry 
hasn’t been able to come up with a 
string of blockbusters that pull long-
term readers in lately. Where’s Harry 
Potter when you need him?

Some experts have pointed to read-
ing as an elixir for mental health woes. 
Think about the times you’ve turned to 
fiction to get through a difficult time. 
Read more — and get your kids in-
volved. 
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CITY OF EAST LANSING
NOTICE OF REGISTRATION

FOR THE NOVEMBER 4, 2025 ELECTION

To the qualified electors of the City of East Lansing:

Please take notice that the City of East Lansing will hold a City General Election on 
November 4, 2025.

For the purposes of electing the following non-partisan offices:

City Council – Two (2) Full Terms 

Also to vote on the following proposals:

Proposed East Lansing City Charter Amendment to Allow a Dedicated Parks and Rec 
Millage Not to Exceed 2.0 Mills 

Any qualified elector who is not already registered may register to vote at the office of the 
East Lansing City Clerk; the office of their County Clerk; a Secretary of State Branch Office, 
or other designated state agency. Qualified electors who have a valid Michigan driver’s 
license or state ID may register online at https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/. Registration forms 
may be obtained at mi.gov/vote and mailed or dropped off at the office of the East Lansing 
City Clerk. Voters who are already registered may update their registration at 
www.expressSOS.com.

The last day to register in any manner other than in-person with the East Lansing 
City Clerk’s Office is October 20, 2025. After this date, anyone who qualifies as an 
elector must register to vote in person with proof of residency (MCL 168.492) at the 
following locations and times:

East Lansing City Clerk – City Hall  Regular Business Hours:  Monday-Friday 
    from 8 am-5 pm
410 Abbot Road, Room 100  Additional Hours:  November 1st and 2nd 
    from 8am-4pm
East Lansing, MI  48823           

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS:
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot. No reason required.

The East Lansing City Clerk’s Office must have a signed application to issue an Absent 
Voter Ballot. You may apply online at www.mi.gov/vote or at the East Lansing City Clerk’s 
Office.

Those registering to vote on Election Day, November 4, 2025, are eligible to receive an 
Absent Voter Ballot at the East Lansing City Clerk’s Office. 

EARLY VOTING CENTER 
The Early Voting center is for all City of East Lansing registered voters. For the November 
4, 2025, election, the Early Voting Center will be held at the East Lansing Hannah 
Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, 48823. Hours are posted below:

Early Voting Center  Regular Hours: October 29th- November 2nd
from 9am-4pm 

Hannah Community Center  
819 Abbott Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

Emily Gordon
East Lansing City Clerk

CP#25-312

517-999-6704

Fewer Americans are reading for pleasure, study finds

In the mid-20th century, children were encouraged to read by a simple competition host-
ed by the Library Club of America. Similar to scout merit badges, kids could earn a plastic 
button for reading four books or a bronze-coated pin for reading 10 books. 

Alpha Foxtrot November Echo/eBay The Historic Trading Post/eBay
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By LEO V. KAPLAN
Any cat owner who 

has rented a home 
knows the fear of their 
pet scratching away 
the security deposit. 
It should come as no 
surprise, then, that 
Constellation Cat Ca-

fe’s leadership was 
anxious to move 
out of their for-
mer East Lansing 
location, which 
they rented, and 
into a building 
they owned.

That process 
took nearly three 
years as the new 
location, Old 

Town’s former Su Casa boutique, under-
went extensive renovations. A car crashed 
into the building in 2023, damaging the 
structure and necessitating further fund-
raising and repairs.

“The building was built in the 1800s, so 
it needed a lot of updates and TLC,” exec-
utive director Savannah Segueda said. “It 
did cost quite a bit to renovate, but now 
that we own it, we don’t have to pay rent 
and are able to make it specifically what we 
need.” 

The nonprofit reopened its doors Aug. 
30. As with its previous location, custom-
ers can rent time in a room with 15 to 30 
cats, all of which are available for adoption. 
But the new space has allowed staff to set 
up a room tailor-made for the cats, with 
tall windows, wooden perches along the 

walls and sisal scratching posts. 
More importantly, Segueda noted, the 

cat cafe has seen increased traffic since the 
move. 

“We’re getting more publicity at this lo-
cation, and it’s more centralized,” she said. 
“We’re seeing more adoptions, which is 
fantastic, since that’s our ultimate goal and 
we’ve already been able to succeed at it.” 

While Constellation’s obvious focus is 
the cats, the cafe aspect is much more than 
an afterthought. “Purristas” use 517 Cof-
fee Co. beans and syrups that are mostly 
homemade. Non-coffee offerings range 
from standards like matcha and hot choc-
olate to seasonal drinks like pumpkin chai 
and apple cider. 

Moving to Old Town has also fostered 
collaboration with other businesses, espe-
cially Preuss Pets, which is right down the 
street.

“Preuss has specifically reached out to 

say, ‘Anything you need, we’ll work with 
you,’” Segueda said. “They provide a free 
bag of food, the type of food we provide the 

cats, upon adoption.”
She said Constellation is focused on sup-

porting local businesses, “even if it’s not 
necessarily the cheapest option, because 
we believe they’re what helps the economy 
turn.” The nonprofit purchases its cat food 
from Preuss Pets and cleaning products 
from Clean Refillery, for instance.

Constellation will celebrate its grand 
reopening and sixth anniversary Saturday 
(Sept. 27), in conjunction with a broader 
Downtown Day celebration in Old Town. 
Segueda said local businesses have helped 
spread the word about the new location’s 
participation.

“It’s been wonderful posting that event 
and seeing a lot of Old Town businesses 
repost it in support of us,” she said. “It’s re-
ally great to be part of a community where 
we’re all supporting one another.”

Constellation Cat Cafe brings cuddles and coffee to Old Town community

 Leo V. Kaplan/City Pulse

Savannah Segueda, executive director of Constellation Cat Cafe, holds a resident feline, 
Wylie, at the new Old Town location. Because the nonprofit owns the building, it was able 
to install more amenities for the cats, such as wooden perches along the walls.

Constellation 
Cat Cafe

1041 N. Cedar St., Lansing
Noon-7 p.m. Monday-
Thursday
10 a.m.-8 p.m. Friday
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Saturday
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday
(517) 918-4919
constellationcatcafe.com

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: ORDINANCE 2025-06

REGULATION OF ROOSTERS

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Zoning Amendment #2025-06 (Rooster Regulation)

The Township Board at its regular meeting on September 2, 2025 approved for final 
adoption Ordinance 2025-06 to amend the Zoning Ordinance at Section 86-368, One-Fami-
ly Rural Residential District to update the regulations for roosters in the Township. 

A complete copy of the amendment may be examined at the Department of Community 
Planning and Development, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between 
the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Angela Demas
Township Clerk

CP#25-308

NEED A RIDE TO DETROIT 
METRO AIRPORT?
Travel from East Lansing to DTW for $34
14 daily trips on deluxe motorcoaches with free Wi-Fi, comfortable seating 
and onboard restrooms. Covered parking in East Lansing is only $2.50 a day.

Reserve your seat at
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Fiber - Internet - Wireless

www.acd.net (517) 999-9999

1800 N Grand River Ave
Lansing, MI, 48906

Join our state-wide fiber 
optic network!
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): In Tonglen, a Tibetan 
Buddhist meditation, you visualize yourself 
breathing in the suffering, pain or negativity of 
other people and breathing out relief, healing 
or compassion toward them. The practice can 
also be done on your own behalf. The goal is to 
transform tension and stress into courage, vitality 
and healing. I recommend this practice, Aries. Can 
you turn your scars into interesting tattoos? Can 
you find mysterious opportunities lurking in the 
dilemmas? Can you provide grace for others as 
you feed your own fire?

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): In a YouTube video, I 
watched Korean artisans make hanji paper in the 
same way their predecessors have for 1,300 years. 
It was complicated and meditative. They peeled off 
the inner bark of mulberry trees, then soaked it, 
cooked it and pounded it into pulp. After mixing the 
mash with the aibika plant, they spread it out on 
screens and let it dry. I learned that this gorgeous, 
luminous paper can endure for a thousand years. 
I hope you draw inspiration from this process, 
Taurus. Experiment with softening what has felt 
unyielding. Treat what’s tough or inflexible with 
steady, artful effort. Be imaginative and persistent 
as you shape raw materials into beautiful things 
you can use for a long time.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Legendary jazz musician 
Sun Ra was a Gemini who claimed to be from 
the planet Saturn. He aspired to live in a state 
of “cosmic discipline” — not just in his musical 
training but in his devotion to self-improvement, 
aesthetic exploration and a connection to 
transcendent realities. He fused outrageous style 
with sacred order, chaos with clarity. I invite you to 
draw inspiration from him. Put your personal flair 
in service to noble ideas. Align your exuberant self-
expression with your higher purpose. Show off if it 
helps wake people up.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): In Inuit tradition, 
“qarrtsiluni” means “waiting in the darkness for 
something to burst forth.” It refers to the sacred 
pause before creativity erupts, before the quest 
begins, before the light returns. This is an apt 
description of your current state, Cancerian. Tend 
your inner stillness like a fire about to ignite. Don’t 
rush it. Honor the hush. The energies you store up 
will find their proper shape in a few weeks. Trust 
that the silence is not absence but incubation. 
Luminosity will bloom from this pregnant pause.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You’re feeling the stirrings of 
a desire that’s at least half wild. A surprising vision 
or opportunity has begun to roar softly within you. 
But here’s key advice: Don’t chase it recklessly. 
Practice strategic boldness. Choose where and 
how you shine. Your radiance is potent, but it will 
be most effective when offered deliberately, with 
conscious artistry. You’re being asked to embody 
the kind of leadership that inspires, not dominates. 
Be the sun that warms but doesn’t scorch! PS: 
People are observing you to learn how to shine.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): If humans ever perfect 
time travel, I’m going to the Library of Alexandria 
in ancient Egypt. It was crammed with papyrus 
scrolls by authors from all over the world. It 
was also a gathering point for smart people 
who loved to compare notes across disciplines. 
Poets argued amiably with mathematicians. 
Astronomers discussed inspirations with 
physicians. Breakthroughs flowed freely because 
ideas were allowed to migrate, hybridize and be 
challenged without rancor. Consider emulating 
that rich mélange, Virgo. Convene unlike minds, 
cross-pollinate and entertain unprecedented 
questions. The influences you need next will arrive 
via unexpected connections.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The ancient Mesopotamians 
believed each person had a personal god called 
an “ilu” who acted as a protector, guide and 
intercessor with the greater gods. You’re in a 
phase when your own ilu is extra active and ready 
to undergo an evolutionary transformation. So, 
assume that you will be able to call on potent 

help, Libra. Be alert to how your instincts and 
intuitions are becoming more acute and specific. 
If you feel an odd nudge or a dream insists on 
being remembered, take it seriously. You’re being 
steered toward deeper nourishment.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In Venice, Italy, floods 
periodically damage books at libraries and 
bookstores. Trained volunteers restore them 
with meticulous, hands-on methods. They use 
absorbent paper and towels to separate and 
dry the pages, working page by page. I offer this 
vignette as a useful metaphor, Scorpio. Why? 
Because I suspect that a rich part of your story 
needs repair. It’s at risk of becoming irrelevant, 
even irretrievable. Your assignment is to nurse 
it back to full health and coherence. Give it your 
tender attention as you rehabilitate its meaning. 
Rediscover and revive its lessons and wisdom.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): In classical Indian 
music, a raga is not a fixed composition but a 
flexible framework. It’s defined by a specific scale, 
characteristic melodic phrases and a traditional 
time of day for performance. Musicians improvise 
and express emotion within that expansive set of 
constraints. Unlike Western compositions, which 
are written out and repeated verbatim, a raga 
has different notes each time it’s played. I think 
this beautiful art form can be inspirational for you, 
Sagittarius. Choose the right time and tone for 
what you’re creating. Dedicate yourself to a high-
minded intention and then play around with flair 
and delight. Define three non-negotiable elements 
and let everything else breathe.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): In medieval European 
monasteries, scribes left blank pages in certain 
texts. This was not done by accident, but to 
allow for future revelations. Later readers and 
scribes might fill these spaces with additional text, 
marginalia and personal notes. Books were seen 
as living documents. I recommend a metaphorical 
version of this practice to you, Capricorn. You will 
thrive by keeping spaces empty and allowing for 
the unknown to ripen. You may sometimes feel an 
urge to define, control and fortify, but acting on 
that impulse could interfere with the gifts that life 
wants to bring you. Honor what is as-yet unwritten.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): In West African Vodún 
cosmology, the deity named Lêgba guards the 
crossroads. He is the mediator and gatekeeper 
between the human world and the spirit realm. He 
speaks all languages and serves as the first point 
of contact for communication with other spirits. In 
the weeks ahead, Aquarius, you may find yourself 
in Lêgba’s domain: between past and future, fact 
and fantasy, solitude and communion. You may 
also become a channel for others, intuiting or 
translating what they can’t articulate. I won’t be 
surprised if you know things your rational mind 
doesn’t fully understand. I bet a long-locked door 
will swing open and a long-denied connection will 
finally coalesce. You’re not just passing through the 
crossroads. You are the crossroads.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In 1977, NASA launched 
two Voyager spacecraft into the abyss. Both 
carried a message in the form of a golden record 
to any extraterrestrial who might find it. There 
were greetings in 55 languages, natural sounds like 
whale songs and thunderstorms, music by Chuck 
Berry and over a hundred images and diagrams 
explaining how to find Earth. It was science as a 
love letter, realism with a dash of audacity. I invite 
you to craft your own version of a golden record, 
Pisces. Distill a message that says who you are and 
what you are seeking: clear enough to be decoded 
by strangers, warm enough to be welcomed by 
friends you haven’t met. Put it where the desired 
audience can hear it: portfolio, outreach note, 
manifesto, demo. Send signals that will make the 
right replies inevitable.

Jonesin' Crossword                                         By Matt Jones

“Seasons Change” 
-- yet it seems like 
yesterday.
by Matt Jones
© 2025 Matt Jones

ACROSS
1. Can’t refuse
6. Small change?
11. Ride from the 
airport
14. Colorado skiing 
town
15. “It was ___ and 
stormy night”
16. Swatch selection
17. They encapsulate 
the story
20. Duke U.’s 
conference
21. Hit song of 1979
22. Perspire
23. Classic Jaguar 
model
25. Finds loathsome
27. Salt-N-Pepa, 
originally
28. Potato, on Indian 
menus
29. Kitchen utensils 
often linked in a 
group of 4-6
36. 800, in Roman 
numerals
37. Bony beginning
38. Obey Bob 
Barker, in a way
39. L.A. art gallery 
home to van Gogh’s 
“Hospital at Saint-
Rémy”
42. Oboist’s need
43. Julep flavoring
44. Burrowing 
rodent
47. Dustup
49. Chop into little 
bits
50. Apple variety
51. Wedding 
music providers, 
sometimes
54. Baked breakfast 
item with a pair of 
main ingredients

58. Snacked on
59. About to blow
60. Stash of 
treasure
61. Alto instrument
62. Yawning chasm
63. Colts’ fathers

DOWN
1. Nelson Muntz 
catchphrase
2. “Hey, wait ___!”
3. Old U.S.-Soviet 
scientific rivalry
4. “Chopped” host 
Allen
5. Person who “can 
make the darkness 
bright,” in a Platters 
hit
6. The Robot, e.g.
7. It’s the thought 
that counts
8. Yawning chasm
9. Mess up
10. Place to 
purchase boots and 
bindings

11. Stadium sound
12. Atmospheres
13. Of the highest 
quality
18. Mischievous sort
19. Tango number
24. NYU’s ___ 
School of the Arts
25. “Ragged Dick” 
author Horatio
26. “___ Buddies” 
(Tom Hanks sitcom)
27. Silicon Valley 
industry, briefly
28. Added to the pot
29. Santa Fe 
summer hrs.
30. Mercutio’s friend
31. “In Britain, any 
degree of success 
___ with envy 
and resentment”: 
Christopher Lee
32. “Grumpy Old 
Men” actor Davis
33. Performed 
before
34. Astro ender

35. Prefix with 
metric or phonic
40. Azerbaijan 
neighbor
41. Bits of metal?
44. Mazda model 
introduced in 1989
45. Add, as territory
46. Big initials in 
early TV
47. Pairs up
48. Shade-providing 
tree
49. Business 
degrees
50. Bravado
52. Hipster’s jargon, 
once
53. “Donkey Kong 
Country” console
55. Certain trader, 
casually
56. No vote
57. Part of WTF?

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)    	       Answers on page 26

SUDOKU	 Intermediate

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                            Sept. 24-30, 2025
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Wednesday, Sept. 24
Acting & Glee Music Class for Kids - Ages 5-12. 
4:30-5:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 
1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.
com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

Allen Farmers Market - Live music by The Instiga-
tors. 3-6:30 p.m. Allen Neighborhood Center, 1629 
E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. allenneighborhoodcen-
ter.org/allen-farmers-market.

Art Exhibition - The Lansing Women Artists Collec-
tive presents an exhibition featuring a variety of 
media, from acrylics to zentangles. All art is for 
sale. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. East Lansing Public Library, 
950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-351-2420.

Avoid Medicare Fraud & Scams/Be Ready for Open 
Registration - Adults: Have questions about Medi-
care/Medicaid? This education session is for you! 
2:30-3:30 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org. 

Bingo - Every Wednesday. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. 
Bingo cafe 5 p.m. Early bird 6 p.m. Eaton Rapids 
Senior Center, 201 Grand St., Eaton Rapids. 
facebook.com/EatonRapidsSeniorCenter.

Blue Denim - Formerly known as The Local Group, 
this Lansing-based band blends blues, rock, R&B, 
funk and jazz into one dynamic live performance. 
No cover! 9:30-11:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner 
St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com. 

Bookend Gallery Display - The Bookend welcomes 
Sue Wittick to our gallery wall for the month of 
September. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/haslett.

Broadway Jazz Dance Class for Teens & Adults 
- Meets twice per week. 7-8:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

CharLit Adult Book Club: “Blood Over Bright Hav-
en,” by M.L. Wang - 6 p.m. Charlotte Community 
Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlotteli-
brary.org.

Class: Antique Haunted House - Create a spooky 
haunted house lantern! We’ll provide step-by-step 
instructions, and you can customize the piece to 
your liking! 6-9 p.m. Playing Picasso, 300 N. Clip-
pert St., Ste. 15A, Lansing. playingpicasso.com.

Code Club - Learn to make apps, animations and 
more! No coding expertise necessary. Drop-ins 
welcome. Grades 3+. 6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
gladl.org/project/learncoding.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Group Dance Class: Beginning Salsa - Salsa is 
a dynamic, vibrant dance characterized by its 
energetic footwork, fluid turns and rhythmic hip 
movements. 8 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. Register by calling 
517-364-8888.

It’s Elementary - Learn how your heart rate, 
respiration and body temperature are affected by 
exercise. Attendees will participate in moderate 

physical activity. Registration req. Grades 3-6. 
2:30 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. 
Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org. 

John Showman and Chris Coole - Banjoist extraor-
dinaire Chris Coole teams up with fiddler John 
Showman to present new material and creative 
renditions of old-time classics. 8 p.m. The Robin 
Theatre, 1105 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. ten-
poundfiddle.org. 

Karaoke at Lansing Shuffle, with Big Man Genesis - 
9-11 p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. lansing-
shuffle.com.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - Whether you’re 
experienced or just starting out, the stage is open 
to all. Not a performer? Enjoy dinner, drinks and 
live music. No cover, all ages welcome. 6-9 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeate-
vents.com.

Melanie Morrison Book Talk and Signing - Morrison 
will discuss and sign copies of her new book, 
“Becoming Trustworthy White Allies.” 7 p.m. Edge-
wood UCC, 469 N. Hagadorn Road, East Lansing. 
edgewooducc.org.

Meridian Summer Concert Series: Justin Holcomb 
(singer-songwriter) - Free. 6:30 p.m. Marketplace 
on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos. 
meridian.mi.us.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. Mar-
ketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

Michigan Cottage Food Law - Learn how to pre-
pare and sell foods to the public under Michigan 
Cottage Food Law. Topics include preparing, 
packaging, labeling, storing and transporting 
cottage foods. 10 a.m. Virtual — register at canr.
msu.edu/cottage_food_law/index.

Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society - Brit Quarn-
berg will present a program on current advance-
ments in AI in genealogy. 7-8 p.m. FamilySearch 
Center, 431 E. Saginaw St., East Lansing. mmgs.
wordpress.com.

Parkinson’s Social Lunch - Join us for a relaxed 
social time. Order off the menu and pay your own 
bill. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Coral Gables, 2838 Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. 517-449-1722. lapsg.org.

Tap II Class for Teens & Adults - 6-7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Western Wednesday at Dublin Square - A two-
for-one special with the Evan James band in the 
back room and North of Five in the front room. 
9 p.m.-midnight. 327 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
517-351-2222. facebook.com/dublinsquare.

Wheel of the Year: Mabon & Mystery - Join 
us online or in person every Wednesday for 
discussions, rituals, meditations and more! 6 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Wine Down Wednesday - Enjoy $1 off glasses of 
wine all day! Come wine down with us! Noon-6 
p.m. Burgdorf’s Winery, 4212 E. Holt Road, Web-
berville. facebook.com/wine.burgdorfs.

Women’s Healing Circle - A space for women to 
share their stories, inspire each other and lift 
each other up. 8:30-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
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following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 21

Climate Change 
Theatre Action 

1-4 p.m. Friday, Sept. 26
Beal Botanical Garden

330 W. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing

1-4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 27
Corey Marsh Ecological Re-

search Center
9422 E. Herbison Road, 

Laingsburg

Kelly Richmond, Michigan 
State University’s inaugural 
1855 professor of arts and climate justice, said art has always been a part 
of social and conservation movements.

“We don’t necessarily tend to think about art when we think about climate 
change. We tend to think about science and technology and infrastructure,” 
she said. “If we’re engaging in real practices of relationship and care, espe-
cially with our non-human neighbors, art is a core part of that. We write po-
etry, we write music, we make paintings, we create theater pieces. Humans 
have expressed their love and care for nature through art for all of human 
history.”

The international Climate Change Theatre Action festival, a biannual  
event that combines five-minute plays by global authors and local climate 
activism, aims to recenter the narratives people hold about the climate crisis 
and conservation efforts, according to Richmond.

“What we’re used to seeing in the media is that this is the apocalypse. 
Everything is gloom and doom,” she said. “Theater action is really thinking 
about how we can pivot that type of storytelling and also pivot how we think 
about the role of arts in activism. How can a festival be a gathering place 
that is full of joy and also action?”

Richmond is the director of MSU’s branch of the festival, which will feature 
seven short plays, staged by MSU students and staff, as well as presenta-
tions by and discussions with climate researchers and environmental orga-
nizations.- Both dates are free to attend, though registration is required at 
elansingclimateaction.art.

The theme of this year’s festival, the 10th anniversary, is “The Time Is 
Now.”

“When we look at the most recent climate goals that have been set inter-
nationally, a lot of them are focused on decreasing carbon emissions to set 
thresholds by 2030. For example, the city of Lansing’s goal for decreasing 
carbon emissions from 2019 levels, I believe, is to get down 59% by 2030,” 
Richmond said. “We’re halfway through the decade, so ‘The Time Is Now’ is 
sort of thinking about 2025 as a moment for activation. We’re also in a really 
exciting moment in terms of the development of renewable technologies, es-
pecially solar technologies. The energy transition is coming, and that’s very 
clear on an international level. So, it’s also a celebration of that.”

Some of the local organizations that will be represented at the festival 
include the Michigan Environmental Council, Capital Area Friends of the En-
vironment, the MSU Water Alliance, the Mid-Michigan Cooperative Invasive 
Species Management Area, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
the Michigan Nature Association, the Michigan Wildlife Conservancy and 
Woldumar Nature Center. Richmond said the list is constantly growing. 

“Every time I talk to someone about this project, they want to be involved. 
That’s been an exciting part of it,” she said.

She hopes the festival will serve as a call to action for audience members.
“What’s really interesting about creating public art around the climate cri-

sis is that two-thirds of Americans are climate concerned. But two-thirds of 
Americans also say that they don’t talk about the climate crisis with friends 
and family on a regular basis,” she said. “So, the majority of the population 
is basically feeling alone in their fear. What I hope happens at the festival 
is it’s a chance for people to share their feelings in public, in a safe space, 
and to sort of move from a space of ‘I don’t know what to do, I just know I’m 
worried’ to ‘I’m with a group of people who also care, and together, we have 
some tangible steps that we can take to move forward.’”
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“Ride the Cyclone” - This popular musical is a 
funny, moving look at what makes a life well lived. 
7 p.m. Stage One at Sycamore Creek Eastwood, 
2200 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing. peppermint-
creek.org.

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble: Performing Group for 
All Ages - Meets twice per week. 5:30-7 p.m. Ru-
hala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Sarah Elizabeth Wallace: “The Lion — She Roars!” 
- Known for her powerhouse vocals and dynamic 
stage presence, Wallace delivers a performance 
that captivates and inspires. Opening the evening 
is Clique Vocals, setting the tone with their own 
distinctive sound. 6-10:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 
Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com. 

The Shuffle Jazz Band & Cocktail Class - 7-10 p.m. 
Lansing Shuffle, 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 
lansingshuffle.com.

South Lansing Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. Feeders 
Pet Supply parking lot, 5016 S. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd., Lansing. facebook.com/SouthLansing-
FarmersMarket.

Spirit of Michigan Chorus Rehearsal - We’re an 
inclusive community of women who sing a cappella 
in the barbershop style. We welcome all levels 
of musical experience. 6:45 p.m. Church of the 
Nazarene, 4851 Holt Road, Holt. spiritofmichigan-
chorus.com.

Summerlands Brewing Co. Crossword Challenge - 
Each team is given a copy of the same crossword 
puzzle. The first team to complete the crossword 
correctly wins a $10 certificate valid for a future 
visit. Start at 7 or 8 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. 
facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Thursday Night Open Forge - Try your hand at 
blacksmithing and create your own metal master-
pieces! 6-9 p.m. Artfire Michigan, 4567 Churchill 
Road, Leslie. artfiremichigan.com.

Friday, Sept. 26 
Aleksi Campagne - Ten Pound Fiddle fans may 
remember that tall, dynamic fiddler in Connie 
Kaldor’s family band. Now out on his own, Aleksi 
is taking the folk music world by storm, winning 
several newcomer awards from Canadian and 
U.S. music organizations. 7:30 p.m. University 
Lutheran Church, 1020 S. Harrison Road, East 
Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org. 

Art Exhibition - The Lansing Women Artists Collec-
tive presents an exhibition featuring a variety of 
media, from acrylics to zentangles. All art is for 
sale. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. East Lansing Public Library, 
950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-351-2420.

Beach Glass Christmas Trees - Each participant 
will be given a personalized kit that includes step-
by-step instructions and all necessary supplies. 
The project is self-guided, so you can go at your 
own pace while talking with friends. 6-8 p.m. 
B’s Artistic Studio, 1699 Lansing Road, Ste. 3, 

Charlotte. eventbrite.com/o/beach-glass-craft-
ing-party-77050402593.

Bookend Gallery Display - The Bookend welcomes 
Sue Wittick to our gallery wall for the month of 
September. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/haslett.

Broad Underground: Global Groove, Moving Time - 
Featuring Nam June Paik’s video “Global Groove” 
and a selection of works from the 2015 “Moving 
Time” exhibition, this event travels through time 
and time-based media to celebrate 10 years of 
Broad Underground. 7-9 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 
547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.
msu.edu.

Chirp Live at Mash Bar - 9:30 p.m.-1 a.m. 212 Albert 
Ave., East Lansing. 517-858-2100. mashbar.net.

Country Night at Lansing Shuffle - Enjoy line dance 
instruction from 8-9 p.m., followed by modern 
country music playing until midnight! We’ll have 
drink specials all night. No cover! 325 Riverfront 
Drive, Lansing. lansingshuffle.com.

Craft Club - Create a ghost family portrait! Grades 
4-12. Registration req. 4 p.m. Charlotte Com-
munity Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 
charlottelibrary.org. 

Cruise to Holt - All types and years of cars, trucks 
and bikes welcome. No entry fee! Spectators en-
couraged. 5-8 p.m. Holt Farmers Market parking 
lot, 2150 Cedar St., Holt. delhitownshipmi.gov.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Five-Star Friday - Let’s gather at Sleepwalker to 
write thoughtful five-star reviews for our favorite 
small businesses! 5-7 p.m. 1101 S. Washington Ave., 
Lansing. facebook.com/drinksleepwalker.

Henry Herig Live at the Peanut Barrel - 8-10 p.m. 
521 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-351-
0608. peanutbarrel.com.

Jesus & Justice: Young Adult Advocacy Conference 
- This three-day event is designed to teach college 
students and other young adults how to enhance 
their advocacy skills, especially when speaking 
out for social justice. 4-8 p.m. First Presbyterian 
Church, 510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing. pcusa.org.

Krosby’s Konspiracy Live at Summerlands Brewing 
Co. - Enjoy rock ‘n’ roll hits from the ‘70s to today! 
7:30-10:30 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.
com/summerlandsbrewing.

LAFCU Heritage Fest - Come together with neigh-
bors, friends and family for a free community 
celebration that embraces culture, unity and the 
vibrant diversity of our region. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
106 N. Marketplace Blvd., Lansing. lafcu.com/
heritagefest.

Youth Group Dance Class: Beginning East Coast 
Swing - East Coast Swing is considered a relatively 
easy swing dance to learn, making it popular for be-
ginners. 4 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. Register by calling 517-364-8888.

Thursday, Sept. 25 
Acting 101 Class for Teens & Adults - Meets twice 
per week. 7-8 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhala-
center.com. 

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - Meets 
twice per week. 8-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow 
Urgent Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. cmiala-
non.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presby-
terian Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cmialanon.org.

Art Exhibition - The Lansing Women Artists Collec-
tive presents an exhibition featuring a variety of 
media, from acrylics to zentangles. All art is for 
sale. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. East Lansing Public Library, 
950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-351-2420.

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James 
Couzens Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. 
shopbfm.org.

Beach Glass Christmas Trees - Each participant will 
be given a personalized kit that includes step-by-
step instructions and all necessary supplies. The 
project is self-guided, so you can go at your own 
pace while talking with friends. 6-8 p.m. Nina’s 
Notions, 104 N. Clinton Ave., St. Johns. eventbrite.
com/o/beach-glass-crafting-party-77050402593.

Bike Night at Summerlands Brewing Co. - Stop by 
for a bit and relax with some great food and drink 
specials! It’s also Taco Thursday! 6-10 p.m. 1957 
Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/summerlands-
brewing.

Bookend Gallery Display - The Bookend welcomes 
Sue Wittick to our gallery wall for the month of 
September. Noon-6 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/haslett.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or 
any other portable craft project and immerse 
yourself in an evening of creativity, conversation 
and community. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Darin Larner Live at Cleats Bar & Grille - 6-9 p.m. 
5801 N. Aurelius Road, Lansing. 517-574-4008. 
cleatsbarandgrille.com.

Dimondale Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. Village 
Square, 136 N. Bridge St., Dimondale. facebook.
com/dimondalefarmersmarket.

Fall Fungi Foray - Join Michigan Wildlife Conser-
vancy director Drew Monks and MSU researcher 
Jud Van Wyk to learn about and search for Mich-
igan’s fall mushrooms. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Michigan 
Wildlife Conservancy, 6380 Drumheller Road, 
Bath. facebook.com/miwildlife.

Fiscally Ready Communities: Getting Grant Ready - A 
webinar designed to help local government officials 
navigate the full lifecycle of grants, from identifying 
the right opportunities to ensuring compliance and 
successful reporting. 10 a.m. Virtual — register at 
canr.msu.edu/fiscal_management/index.

Group Dance Class: Beginning American-Style 
Rhumba - A rhythmic dance with a “slow, quick, 
quick” step pattern, emphasizing hip movements 
and a flowing, rocking motion. 7 p.m. Michigan 
Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 
Register by calling 517-364-8888.

Intro to Acting/Improv Class for Kids - Ages 5-12. 
4-4:45 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

J.C. Vande Zande Author Visit - Vande Zande will 
give a brief presentation on the characteristics of 
gothic horror and read from his novels, followed 
by a Q&A. Copies of his work will be available for 
purchase. 6-7 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 
226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Jessey Adams Live at the Graduate Rock Bar - 8-10 
p.m. 133 Evergreen Ave., East Lansing. 517-348-
0900. facebook.com/graduaterockbar. 

Ladies’ Night Make-and-Take Workshop - During 
this workshop, participants will learn to make a 
two-color screen print using a manual printing 
press and a custom wine tote by layering different 
patterns and graphics. 6-8:15 p.m. ALT Printing Co., 
109 E. South S., Lansing. altprintingco.com.

Ladies’ Silver Blades - Join other adult women for 
fun, exercise, friendship and skating practice. 
All skill levels welcome. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Biggby 
Coffee Ice Cube, 2810 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 
ladiessilverblades.org.

Market Walk Finale Art Fair - This fair will highlight 
Lansing-based artists. This is your chance to 
learn about Market Walk, sign up for next year’s 
email list and earn Market Walk dollars! Free. 
4:30-7:30 p.m. Hunter Park, 500 Clifford St., Lan-
sing. facebook.com/AllenNeighborhoodCenter.

MELT Thursdays - UrbanBeat turns up the heat 
with a weekly electronic music series. Featured 
performers: KDubbz, Frankie Far, Big Sherm. 
No cover. 10:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m. 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Rock-Steady Boxing - Free 
exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. 
Caregivers are welcome to participate if space 
permits. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-
364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Events
from page 20

See Events, Page 22
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species while learning about their behaviors, 
habitats and vital role in our ecosystem. 2-4 p.m. 
Lincoln Brick Park, 13991 Tallman Road, Grand 
Ledge. gladl.org. 

She Confidence! 2025: Redesign & Refine Your 
Life, NOW! - Just like a designer cuts a pattern to 
create something bold and beautiful, this women’s 
empowerment event is your chance to tailor a life 
that fits YOU — mind, body, and spirit. 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Delta Community Center, 7550 W. Willow 
Hwy., Lansing. eventbrite.com.

Taste of Woodworking: Long-Grain Cutting Board - 
Learn the basics of using the woodworking equip-
ment at Lansing Makers Network and leave with a 
project everyone will be jealous of! 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
2730 Alpha Access St., Lansing. lansingmakers-
network.org.

Youth Dungeons & Dragons Campaign - Our youth 
campaign offers new and experienced players a 
chance to meet every other week for adventure. 
Ages 11-14. 12:30-3:30 p.m. Homebrew Tabletop 
Game Lounge, 219 1/2 N. Bridge St., Grand Ledge. 
homebrewgamelounge.com.

Youth Group Dance Class: Beginning East Coast 
Swing - East Coast Swing is considered a relative-
ly easy swing dance to learn, making it popular for 
beginners. 11:30 a.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. Register by calling 
517-364-8888.

Sunday, Sept. 28 
Art Exhibition - The Lansing Women Artists Col-
lective presents an exhibition featuring a variety 
of media, from acrylics to zentangles. All art is 
for sale. 1-5 p.m. East Lansing Public Library, 950 

Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-351-2420.

Blazing Bachata #101, Starting the Fire - Learn 
basic bachata in just one day in this intensive 
mini bootcamp! 2-5 p.m. La Mulata Restaurant 
& Bar, 5334 S. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., 
Lansing. sultrysalsa.com. 

Drum Circle at Lake Lansing Park North - Join 
the Greater Lansing Area Drummers for a fun 
and energetic afternoon of rhythm and drum-
ming. All ages and experience levels welcome. 
2-4 p.m. 6260 E. Lake Drive, Haslett. facebook.
com/GreaterLansingAreaDrummers.

East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East Lan-
sing. cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket.

Historic Chapel Open House - Learn about the 
fascinating history of the chapel, built in 1887, 
as well as the columbarium. Free ice cream 
treats for all ages. 2-4 p.m. St. Katherine’s 
Episcopal Church, 4650 N. Meridian Road, 
Williamston. facebook.com/stkatherinesepisco-
palchurch.

Jugglers and Would-Be Jugglers - Jugglers 
meet at the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 
p.m. Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. 
mikemarhanka@gmail.com.

Jesus & Justice: Young Adult Advocacy Confer-
ence - This three-day event is designed to teach 
college students and other young adults how to 
enhance their advocacy skills, especially when 
speaking out for social justice. 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church, 510 W. Ottawa St., 
Lansing. pcusa.org.

Martini & Rossi Live at Graham Vineyards - 6-9 
p.m. 8920 W Britton Road, Laingsburg. 517-741-
0805. facebook.com/grahamvineyards.

Nic Vansteenberghe - Nic from “Love Island” takes 
over Grewal Hall to host the ultimate party! Ages 
18+. 7 p.m. 224 S. Washington Square, Lansing. 
hall224.com.

Night Out in Nature for Kids - No need to book 
a sitter! Send your kids (ages 5 - 10) to Harris 
Nature Center for a fun night out. We’ll explore 
the trails, enjoy nature activities and meet live an-
imals. Pizza dinner included. 5:30-7:30 p.m. 3998 
Van Atta Rd., Okemos. meridian.mi.us/hnc.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Movement with Vitality - 
Free exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. 
Caregivers are welcome to participate if space 
permits. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-
364-8800. lapsg.org.

“Ride the Cyclone” - This popular musical is a 
funny, moving look at what makes a life well lived. 
7 p.m. Stage One at Sycamore Creek Eastwood, 
2200 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing. peppermint-
creek.org.

Sultry Salsa Fridays - Dance salsa, merengue, 
bachata, cumbia, cha-cha and a touch of reg-
gaeton to songs by the hottest Latin music DJ, 
Incognito. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. La Mulata Restaurant & 
Bar, 5334 S. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. 
sultrysalsa.com.

Tap Monkeys - Join us for a night of powerhouse 
blues, rock and funk as the Tap Monkeys take 
the stage. 5-8 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Tech Tear-Down - Kids will learn and have fun as 
they disassemble tech devices in this hands-on 
workshop! Ages 8+. Registration req. 6 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jeffer-
son St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Saturday, Sept. 27 
Art Exhibition - The Lansing Women Artists Collec-
tive presents an exhibition featuring a variety of 
media, from acrylics to zentangles. All art is for 
sale. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. East Lansing Public Library, 
950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-351-2420.

Babysitting Workshop - Learn emergency proce-
dures, discipline techniques, age-appropriate 
activities and basic first aid skills needed while 
babysitting. Ages 12+. Registration req. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Billy Joe Hunt live at Summerlands Brewing Co. - 4-7 
p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/sum-
merlandsbrewing.

Bookend Gallery Display - The Bookend welcomes 
Sue Wittick to our gallery wall for the month of 
September. Noon-2 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/haslett.

Classic Albums Live Performs Fleetwood Mac: 
“Rumours” - For the first time in popular music, 
“Rumours” is recreated live on stage by some of 
the best musicians performing today. 7:30 p.m. 
Wharton Center, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 
whartoncenter.com.

Cocaine Anonymous Meeting - “We are here and we 
are free.” 10 a.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 
6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing.

Dad & Daughter Tea Party at Playing Picasso 
- Spend some quality time together painting 
an adorable tea set while enjoying snacks and 
refreshments! 9:30 a.m.-noon. 300 N. Clippert St., 
Ste. 15A, Lansing. playingpicasso.com.

Divination Roundtable - Learn a new divination 
method, get a reading and compare notes with 

others in your field. All readings free, all systems of 
divination welcome. 5-8 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Farmers’ Field Day - Celebrate the opening of 
Choice Farm Market’s corn maze and fall adven-
ture from noon-8 p.m. Enjoy wine, wine cocktails 
and wine slushies in the tasting room. Dine on ox 
roast and other local food. Shop from vendors 
showcasing unique goods and treats. Cruise-in 
from 5-8 p.m. 4212 E. Holt Road, Webberville. 
facebook.com/wine.burgdorfs.

First Presbyterian Church of Dimondale 150-Year 
Anniversary - Join us for an open house and free 
lunch celebration featuring historical displays 
and a kids’ tent with bubbles, sidewalk chalk, face 
painting and stickers. 1-3 p.m. 162 N. Bridge St., 
Dimondale. fpcdimondale.org.

Foster Fall Festival - Join us for a memorable day 
of seasonal delights. Festivities will include a per-
formance by local singers Tom & Mary, games, 
crafts, stories, live animals and refreshments. 1-3 
p.m. Foster Library, 200 N. Foster Ave., Lansing. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/foster.

Girls Night Out the Show - This high-energy per-
formance combines dance, music and nonstop 
excitement for a night you won’t forget. Gather 
your friends, sip cocktails and enjoy the show 
that’s been thrilling audiences across the country. 
Ages 21+. 8-10:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner 
St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Intermediate Ballet Class for Teens & Adults - 
Meets twice per week. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Jesus & Justice: Young Adult Advocacy Confer-
ence - This three-day event is designed to teach 
college students and other young adults how to 
enhance their advocacy skills, especially when 
speaking out for social justice. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. First 
Presbyterian Church, 510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing. 
pcusa.org.

Mabon Ritual - Join us in person or on Zoom as 
we celebrate the Second Harvest with our Mabon 
feast and ritual. Bring sunscreen, bug repellent, 
food, drinks and anything else you may need to 
enjoy an evening in the woods. 1-9 p.m. Fenner 
Nature Center Scout campground, 2020 E. Mount 
Hope Ave., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Mastermind Prayer Circle on Zoom - Support each 
other in envisioning our hearts’ desires. Facili-
tator Lisa Schmidt. 8 a.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. 
Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park 
Drive, Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

MSU Women’s Volleyball vs. University of Michigan 
- 8 p.m. Breslin Center, 534 Birch Road, East Lan-
sing. msuspartans.com/sports/womens-volleyball.

New Beginnings: “Together We Walk the Road to Re-
covery” - Join Recovery Worx for our first annual 
New Beginnings rally and walk, a free and fun way 
to support addiction recovery in our neighbor-
hood. Registration opens at 10 a.m., walk begins 
at 11 a.m., rally activities (speakers, booths and 
more) begin at noon. Rotary Park, 107 E. Railroad 
St., St. Johns. 989-640-8712.

North-Central International Miniature Aerobatic 
Club Regional Championships - Join us for fun 
and fellowship at our final contest of the year! 
Registration opens at 8 a.m. Flying will start at 9. 
CARDS RC Field, 8328 Otto Road, Grand Ledge. 
modelaircraft.org/events/north-central-imac-re-
gional-championships.

“Ride the Cyclone” - This popular musical is a 
funny, moving look at what makes a life well lived. 
3 and 7 p.m. Stage One at Sycamore Creek 
Eastwood, 2200 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing. 
peppermintcreek.org.

Rory Nevins Live at Pins & Pints - 7-9 p.m. 2120 
E. Saginaw Hwy., East Lansing. 517-337-7000. 
pinsandpints.net.

Salamander Survey - With help from expert guides 
and naturalists, we’ll search for local salamander 
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Dam Jam Music Festival
5:01 p.m.-11 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 25-Saturday, Sept. 27

Rotary Park
325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing

Due to a delay in the renovation of Old Town’s Fish Ladder Music Park, 
which was originally scheduled to open this month, Lansing 5:01’s 10th Dam 
Jam Music Festival will return to the event’s original stomping grounds: down-
town Lansing’s Rotary Park.

Across three evenings, the festival will feature performances by a varied 
and vibrant roster of Michigan-based bands and solo acts, including R&B 
ensemble Mystur Love & the Trilogy Band, “dream-rock” duo Hail Your High-
ness, singer-songwriter Hannah Laine, folk-rock band Cold Leather Seats, 
brass-focused bedroom-pop artist falooshh, jazz/R&B fusion ensemble Ca-
leb Robinson & Reaching, psychedelic folk band The Rupple Brothers and 
many more. DJs Nikkie Nocturnal, Big Sherm and @$!O will provide addition-
al tunes. The Ovation Center for Music and Arts, the festival’s music sponsor, 
has created a Spotify playlist (bit.ly/47vKfdH) to get attendees pumped up 
and ready to sing along.

Between sets, attendees can peruse a selection of local vendor booths and 
food options. Community partner MP Social, located in the nearby Market-
place Apartments, will offer a special signature cocktail: a whiskey sour with 
cherry preserves.

Admission to the festival is free, but registration is required at damjam.
eventbrite.com.

See Events, Page 23

 Photo by James Lenon
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Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com.

Compulsive Eaters Anonymous-HOW Meeting - 
Meets in person and virtually. 5:30 p.m. St. Jude 
Catholic Church, 801 N. Bridge St., DeWitt. For 
Zoom info, call 989-620-0448 or go to ceahow.
org/en/find-a-meeting.

Dine & Discovery: Knife Skills, with Chef Matt Jones 
- You’ll learn safe knife handling, essential tech-
niques, proper care and how to choose the right 
knives. You’ll also get hands-on practice by making 
an autumnal soup with roasted veggies. 6-9 p.m. 
Allen Neighborhood Center, 1611 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing. allenneighborhoodcenter.org.

Evan James Live at Cleats Bar & Grille - 6-9 p.m. 
5801 N. Aurelius Road, Lansing. 517-574-4008. 
cleatsbarandgrille.com.

Family Happy Hour - Join us every Tuesday for a 
free, all-ages playgroup in our safe and welcoming 
space. 4-7 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center 
St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Group Dance Class: Beginning Hustle - The New 
York-style hustle is an energetic partner dance 
characterized by its fluid movements, intricate 
turns and strong lead-follow connection. 8 p.m. 
Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. Register by calling 517-364-8888.

Group Dance Class: Beginning West Coast Swing - 
West Coast Swing is a fun social dance consisting 
of 6- and 8-count patterns. No partner needed. 7 
p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., 
East Lansing. Register by calling 517-364-8888.

Intermediate Ballet Class for Teens & Adults 
- Meets twice per week. 5:30-7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Level II Dance class for Kids - Ages 9-12. 4-5:30 
p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

L’Invenzione: “In the Shadow of Vesuvius” - Expe-
rience the vibrant musical world of 17th- and 
18th-century Naples in a program that captures 
the drama and brilliance of the Neapolitan Ba-
roque. 7:30 p.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium 
Road, East Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Name, Image, Likeness 101: Education, Empow-
erment & Economic Impact - This foundational 
session will provide a comprehensive overview 
of the NIL landscape and its implications for local 
businesses. 10-11:30 a.m. Lansing Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce, 500 E. Michigan Ave., Ste. 200, 
Lansing. facebook.com/LansingChamber.

Open Mic Night at Summerlands Brewing Co. - 
Whether you’re a seasoned performer or step-
ping onto the stage for the first time, we provide a 
welcoming environment for you to showcase your 
talent. 7-10 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.
com/summerlandsbrewing.

The Poetry Room Open Mic Presents: Sea Son Ate - 
Whether you’re a seasoned poet or stepping onto 
the stage for the first time, this is your platform to 
share your words, thoughts and emotions with a 
supportive audience. 7-9 p.m. The Robin Theatre, 
1105 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. facebook.com/
The517PoetryRoom.

Preschool Family Storytime - Join us for fun 
stories, songs and a simple craft! Ages 1-6 with a 
caregiver. 11 a.m. Grand Ledge Area District Li-
brary, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Quiz Bang Trivia - Join us at UrbanBeat for a fast-
paced, high-energy game that’ll test your brains 
and strategy! 6-7:30 p.m. 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

R.E. Olds Transportation Museum Share Night at 
Culver’s - A portion of all sales from 5-8 p.m. will 
be donated to the museum! 8488 W. Saginaw 
Hwy., Lansing. reoldsmuseum.org. 

Mushroom Night Sky Paint Party - Grab some 
friends and get creative in Dansville! Local artist 
Ashley will guide you step by step. 2:30-4 p.m. 
Wooden Nickel II, 1029 Jackson St., Dansville. 
paintyourpoison.com.

North-Central International Miniature Aerobatic 
Club Regional Championships - Join us for fun 
and fellowship at our final contest of the year! 
Registration opens at 8 a.m. Flying will start at 9. 
CARDS RC Field, 8328 Otto Road, Grand Ledge. 
modelaircraft.org/events/north-central-imac-re-
gional-championships.

Quaker Meeting for Worship - Rich communal 
silence that invites thinking deeply, developing 
spiritually, loving fully, speaking our truths. Chil-
dren’s program provided. 10:30 a.m. Red Cedar 
Friends Meeting House, 1400 Turner St., Lansing. 
redcedarfriends.org. 

“Ride the Cyclone” - This popular musical is a 
funny, moving look at what makes a life well lived. 
3 p.m. Stage One at Sycamore Creek Eastwood, 
2200 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing. peppermint-
creek.org.

Shape Shift: The Art of Coming Undone - In 
connection with the exhibition “unbecoming,” this 
three-part studio series invites us to explore trans-
formation through artistic practice. In this session, 
we’ll explore creative movement with dance/
movement therapist Kellyn Uhl. 2-4:30 p.m. Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Welcoming the New Neighbor: A Christian Dialogue 
on Refugees and Immigrants - This six-week session 
is facilitated by Stephanie Nawyn, an MSU asso-
ciate professor who specializes in migration and 
refugees, human trafficking and resettlement. 11:30 
a.m. The Peoples Church, 200 W. Grand River Ave., 
East Lansing. peacequestgreaterlansing.org.

Williamston Farm & Artisan Market - Shop for pro-
duce, baked goods, handmade artisan products 
and more while enjoying live music, craft activities 
for the kids and interactive art. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
McCormick Park, 123 High St., Williamston. 
williamstonfarmmarket.org.

Monday, Sept. 29 
Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing. cmialanon.
org.

Art Exhibition - The Lansing Women Artists Collec-
tive presents an exhibition featuring a variety of 
media, from acrylics to zentangles. All art is for 
sale. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. East Lansing Public Library, 
950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-351-2420.

Bookend Gallery Display - The Bookend welcomes 
Sue Wittick to our gallery wall for the month of 
September. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/haslett.

Broadway Jazz Dance Class for Teens & Adults 
- Meets twice per week. 7-8:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Culver’s Share Night: Fundraiser for Friends of 
Greater Lansing CROP Hunger Walk - Support the 
walk that raises funds to alleviate hunger and 
poverty. Culver’s will donate a percentage of all 
sales from 5-8 p.m. 3440 Okemos Road, Okemos. 
peacequestgreaterlansing.org.

Department of Public Works Meeting - 5:30 p.m. 
City Hall, 114 Woodhull St., Laingsburg. 517-651-
5374. laingsburg.us.

Euchre - 1-3 p.m. Eaton Rapids Senior Center, 201 
Grand St., Eaton Rapids. facebook.com/Eaton-
RapidsSeniorCenter.

Fiber Circle - Knitters, crocheters and stitchers 
of all ages and skill levels welcome. Although 

formal instruction isn’t provided, attendees assist 
each other with techniques and skills. 5:30 p.m. 
Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., 
Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Improv Acting Class for Teens and Adults - 8:30-
9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Level I Dance Class for Kids - Ages 5-8. 4-5 p.m. Ru-
hala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com. 

Mindfulness Lunch & Learn: Teaching Kids Mindful-
ness - 11 a.m.-noon. Virtual — register at canr.
msu.edu/stress_less_with_mindfulness/index.

Paint a Fall/Halloween Sign - Using boards, stencils 
and paint, create your own festive sign! Ages 13+. 
6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org. 

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble: Performing Group for 
All Ages - Meets twice per week. 5:30-7 p.m. Ru-
hala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com. 

Scrapbooking Open Crop - A fun-filled event dedi-
cated to scrapbooking, crafting and connecting 
with fellow creatives. You bring your projects 
and supplies, we provide the space! 10 a.m.-8 
p.m. CCAC Gallery, 215 N. Clinton Ave., St. Johns. 
facebook.com/ClintonCntyArts.

The Weekly Crunch - Laugh your ass off with the 
best local comedians every Monday night. 8 p.m. 
Crunchy’s, 254 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 
crunchyseastlansing.com.

Women’s AA Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. lansingdis-
trict6.org.

Tuesday, Sept. 30 
“A Course in Miracles” with Lisa Schmidt - Each 
week, the group reads a passage together from 
the book and discusses its meaning and how to 
apply it to real-life situations. 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 
177 417 886. Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org. 

Acting 101 Class for Teens & Adults - Meets 
twice per week. 7-8 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com. 

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - Meets 
twice per week. 8-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 9 a.m. Alano Club South, 3500 
S. Cedar St., Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anons Meeting - 7 p.m. St. Jude Church, 801 N. 
Bridge St., DeWitt. cmialanon.org.

Art Exhibition - The Lansing Women Artists 
Collective presents an exhibition featuring a 
variety of media, from acrylics to zentangles. 
All art is for sale. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. East Lansing 
Public Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
517-351-2420.

Beneath the Same Stars: A Quest for Peace 
- We’ll meet and welcome this year’s MSU 
Humphrey Fellows, then head into the plane-
tarium for “Living in Balance: Anishinaabe Star 
Knowledge,” exploring constellations indige-
nous to the Great Lakes region. Free. 6-8 p.m. 
Abrams Planetarium, 755 Science Road, East 
Lansing. peacequestgreaterlansing.org.

Bookend Gallery Display - The Bookend welcomes 
Sue Wittick to our gallery wall for the month of 
September. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/haslett.

CDBG Community Workshop - This workshop will fo-
cus on how CDBG funds may be used to improve 
public infrastructure in low- and moderate-in-
come areas of East Lansing. 6-8 p.m. Hannah 
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Harvest Party
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 27

Downtown St. Johns

Downtown St. Johns is a great 
spot to be on Saturday, with the 
convergence of a Harvest Party, a 
chalk art competition and an anni-
versary celebration for a local store. 

The Harvest Party will feature 
pony rides, free line dancing, au-
tumnal games, craft vendors, a chili 
cookoff, a cinnamon roll bake-off 
and fall treats like cider and donuts. 

On the sidewalks, local artists 
will unveil chalk illustrations they’ve 
created for the Clinton County Arts 
Council’s Chalk It Up! competition. 
The top three artists, selected by a 
panel of three judges, will receive 
cash prizes. The people’s choice winner, selected by Harvest Party attend-
ees, will win a local gift certificate. 

Alongside these events, paper crafting shop Nina’s Notions will celebrate 
its second anniversary from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with make-and-take crafts, side-
walk sales, giveaways, cupcakes and cookies, special discounts, free gifts 
and more.

For more information, visit facebook.com/stjohnsareachamber,  
clintoncountyarts.org/art-walk-chalk-it-up and ninasnotions.shop.

See Events, Page 24

State of Michigan Probate Court, Ingham County, Notice to Creditors, Decedent’s Estate, 
Case No. 24-001411-P33, Hon. Shauna Dunnings. Estate of Janis Ann Thomas – Date of 
Birth: 5/27/52. Notice to Creditors: The decedent, Janis Ann Thomas, died Sept. 1, 2023. 
Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate will be forever barred 
unless presented to Tiffani Thomas, personal representative, or to both the probate court at 
313 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48933, 517-483-6300, and the personal representative 
within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice, 9/24/2025. Attorney: Charles A. 
Lawler, #P65164, 215 S Washington Sq, Ste. 200, Lansing MI 48933, 517-318-3100. 
Personal representative: Tiffani Thomas, 9524 W. Camelback Rd, C130-155, Glendale, AZ 
85305, 480-800-1054.

CP#25-313
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By DANA DEMINK
After reading a plot synopsis of “Ride 

the Cyclone,” Peppermint Creek Theatre 
Co.’s first show of the season, I was skep-
tical that the production would 
be compelling. The gist: Follow-
ing a tragic rollercoaster accident, 
six deceased teens from small-
town Saskatchewan are in a state 
of limbo at the carnival grounds. 
They meet the Amazing 
Karnak, an animatronic for-
tune teller who introduces 
a game of life and death in 
which one by one, the teens 
must reveal information 
about their life, hopes and 
dreams through song for a 
chance to live again. Karnak 
prophesies, “The one who 
wants to win it the most 
shall redeem the loser in order to com-
plete the whole.” Honestly, I was gear-
ing up for something rote and clichéd. 
However, this energetic and outrageous 
musical was anything but that.

This show would be nothing without 
its stunning talent. There wasn’t just 
one stand-out performance; everyone in 
the cast was stellar. Fenton High School 
student Izzy Edmonds-Hogan (Jane 

Doe) impressed with her vocal versa-
tility and range. It was difficult to take 
my eyes off Zoë Schultheiss (Constance 
Blackwood), whose vulnerability and 
inner light glowed in each scene. Mason 

Olvera’s (Noel Gruber) shapely, 
fishnet-stockinged legs pulsat-
ed in time to his catchy cabaret 
number. Christopher Pongracz 
(Mischa Bachinski) dazzled with 

his mercurial rapping, and 
Robert Mueller’s (Ricky 
Potts) sexy space-age bach-
elor performance in “Ricky 
Sting” had the audience 
laughing out loud.  

After seeing “Ride the 
Cyclone,” I wonder if it will 
one day have a cult fol-
lowing similar to that of 
“The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show.” The eclectic music, 

ranging from hip-hop to rock to cabaret, 
had the audience dancing in their seats. 
Each performance had a campy and ab-
surd glam-rock element but also told a 
story with deep emotional relatability. 
Under music director John Dillingham, 
director James Aaron Curtis, sound de-
signer Nathan Tykocki and choreogra-
pher Karyn Perry, this production hums 
like a fine-tuned machine.

The theme of Peppermint Creek’s 
2025-‘26 season is “Based on a True 
Story.”  A literal interpretation of this 
theme makes it difficult to see how 
“Ride the Cyclone” fits in with the rest 
of the season. However, the story cel-
ebrates the unexpected and sponta-
neously excellent inner lives of people 
you may see every day at school, work 
or the grocery store. As each teen tells 
their startling, hilarious and tragic 

story, we’re reminded that every life 
around us is just as vibrant and cou-
rageous as the next. In turn funny, 
poignant and tragically sad, the play 
depicts young lives cut short before 
they had the opportunity to “be.” Like 
the final song, “It’s Just a Ride,” “Ride 
the Cyclone” reminds us to embrace 
every beautiful, complicated, uncom-
fortable and sublime moment because 
they won’t last forever.

Rio Da Yung OG - Flint rapper Rio Da Young OG 
brings his “Welcome Home” tour to Lansing, with 
support from The Player and Deonte Hall. 7 p.m. 
Grewal Hall, 224 S. Washington Square, Lansing. 
hall224.com. 

Service Industry Night at UrbanBeat - 50% off for 
hospitality professionals. One verified industry 
discount per check. Please present proof of 
employment. 7-11 p.m. 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle - 7:30-9 p.m. 325 Riverfront 
Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansingshuffle.com.

Walk with Ease - Walking exercise program that 
can reduce pain and improve overall health. 
Group will meet Tuesdays at Briggs District 
Library through Nov. 4. 1:30-2:30 p.m. 108 E. Rail-
road St., St. Johns. To register, call 517-887-1465 or 
email histedc@tcoa.org.

Wednesday, Oct. 1 
Acting & Glee Music Class for Kids - Ages 5-12. 4:30-
5:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmiala-
non.org.

Allen Farmers Market - Live music by Mike Law-
rence. 3-6:30 p.m. Allen Neighborhood Center, 
1629 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. allenneighbor-
hoodcenter.org/allen-farmers-market.

Artist Talk: Pao Houa Her - Join Hmong Amer-

ican artist Pao Houa Her for a conversation 
on artistic practice and legacies of landscape, 
portraiture and documentary photography. 
7-8:30 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Bingo - Every Wednesday. Doors open at 4:30 
p.m. Bingo cafe 5 p.m. Early bird 6 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids Senior Center, 201 Grand St., Eaton 
Rapids. facebook.com/EatonRapidsSeniorCen-
ter.

Broadway Jazz Dance Class for Teens & Adults 
- Meets twice per week. 7-8:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

CDBG MSU Focus Group - This focus group aims 
to garner input from MSU students and stake-
holders on how East Lansing CDBG funding can 
be utilized to benefit low- and moderate-income 
students. 5-7 p.m. MSU Union, 49 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

Code Club - Learn to make apps, animations and 
more! No coding expertise necessary. Drop-ins 
welcome. Grades 3+. 6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. gladl.org/project/learncoding.

Financial Literacy Workshop: The Informed 
Renter - This free workshop will equip you with 
valuable information about the rental process. 
Registration req. 6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. gladl.org.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Flamy Grant at The Robin Theatre - Grant blends 
country, folk, gospel and roots music to deliver a 
theatrical, therapeutic and wholly original experi-

ence of intrepid storytelling, shared through the 
art of drag. 7:30 p.m. 1105 S. Washington Ave., 
Lansing. therobintheatre.com.

Gavin McDonnell - Stick around after Lansing Live 
for a special late-night set with Gavin McDonnell. 
No cover! 9:30-11:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner 
St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com. 

Group Dance Class: Beginning Salsa - Salsa is 
a dynamic, vibrant dance characterized by its 
energetic footwork, fluid turns and rhythmic hip 
movements. 8 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. Register by calling 
517-364-8888.

Karaoke at Lansing Shuffle, with Big Man 
Genesis - 9-11 p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 
lansingshuffle.com.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - Whether you’re 
experienced or just starting out, the stage is 
open to all. Not a performer? Enjoy dinner, drinks 
and live music. No cover, all ages welcome. 6-9 
p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urban-
beatevents.com.

Magic: The Gathering Club - We invite players of 
all skill levels to join us. Cards not provided. This 
is a drop-in adult program. 5:30-8 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Char-
lotte. charlottelibrary.org. 

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park 
Drive, Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

PEARS Deeper Dive: Quarterly Efforts - This 
Deeper Dive can be attended after taking the 
PEARS Crash Course. Learn how to enter a quar-
terly effort report. 9-10 a.m. Virtual — register at 
canr.msu.edu/od/index.

River Walk Trash Cleanup - Join us in caring for 
the Earth and her waterways by picking up trash 
along the Lansing River Trail and the areas around 

our building! 11 a.m.-noon. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Tap II Class for Teens & Adults - 6-7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Weaving the Web: Water - Join us online or in 
person every Wednesday for discussions, rituals, 
meditations and more! 6 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Women’s Healing Circle - A space for women to 
share their stories, inspire each other and lift 
each other up. 8:30-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Yoga For Peace, with Shiloh - An all-level yoga 
session that plants seeds of peace within. 6 p.m. 
Peoples Yoga Studio, 1146 S. Washington Ave., 
Lansing. peacequestgreaterlansing.org.

Youth Group Dance Class: Beginning East Coast 
Swing - East Coast Swing is considered a relatively 
easy swing dance to learn, making it popular for 
beginners. 4 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. Register by calling 
517-364-8888.

Thursday, Oct. 2 
Acting 101 Class for Teens & Adults - Meets 
twice per week. 7-8 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com. 

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults
- Meets twice per week. 8-9:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow 
Urgent Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. cmiala-
non.org.

Buckle your seatbelts, ‘Ride the Cyclone’ is a heart-thumping adventure

“Ride the Cyclone”
Sept. 25-28
7 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday
3 p.m. Saturday-Sunday
Stage One at Sycamore 
Creek Eastwood
2200 Lake Lansing Road, 
Lansing
peppermintcreek.org

Events
from page 23

Review

Photo by Trumpie Photography

From left: Robert Mueller, Meghan Malusek, Christopher Pongracz, Izzy Edmonds-Hogan, 
Zoë Schultheiss and Mason Olvera in Peppermint Creek Theatre Co.’s production of “Ride 
the Cyclone.”
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By ARI LEVAUX
This is a fun time of year to be chef 

Todd English. Which, chances are, 
you aren’t. But you can still enjoy this 
sunny moment, the cusp where sum-
mer meets autumn, in the 
same ways the four-time 
James Beard Award-win-
ning chef, restaurateur 
and cookbook author 
does. For one, we can fi-
nally eat tomatoes, as 
well as cook them, dream 
about them and, best of all, not frown 
upon them.

For English, even after decades of 
immersion in the tomato lifestyle, the 
magic that began in his grandmother’s 
kitchen still hasn’t faded.

“It’s one of the most beautiful fruits. 
And it’s a vegetable. It’s savory and 
sweet. It goes with aioli, mayonnaise 

and other sauces, and it pairs with so 
many foods,” said English, who refus-
es to serve tomatoes out of season due 
to his “loyalty to their perfection.” The 
names of his restaurants, like Olives 

and Fig, portray his fierce-
ly ingredient-forward ap-
proach to cooking, which 
is less about fancy foot-
work and more about ex-
pressing the inner beauty 
of his raw materials.

These days, English and 
his chefs have been plunging deep 
down the fresh tomato rabbit hole, 
cranking out jam, leather, gazpacho, 
soup (aside the occasional grilled 
cheese sandwich), smoked heirloom 
sauce, bloody Marys and many vari-
ations on English’s all-time favorite 
pairing: tomato and blue cheese. He 
mentioned a particular heirloom to-

mato sandwich 
with whipped 
gorgonzola as 
being the abso-
lute pinnacle but 
emphasized that 
any blue cheese, 
in any context, 
should work. 

“ G o r g o n z o -
la, Roquefort, 
Stilton, Maytag, 
it doesn’t mat-
ter. Blue cheese 
with tomato is 
one of the great-
est things in the 
world to eat,” he 
said.

I told him a story about a farmer 
friend who, at the end of a market, of-
fered me as many heirloom tomatoes 

as I wanted. These soft, cracked, thin-

skinned balloons of juice were too ripe 

to store until the Tuesday market and 
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.

Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.

Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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By LIZY FERGUSON
I had many aspirations for my week-

long staycation, but on my 
final day off, I found myself 
having done almost nothing 
on my to-do list. I’d managed 
to get groceries that morn-
ing but couldn’t bring myself 
to actually make anything. I 
decided to treat myself one 
more time, after a week of 
treating myself, because 
isn’t that what vacation 
is for? 

Treat-yourself weeks 
are expensive, so I ini-
tially wanted to be bud-
get conscious. I decided 
on one of the radically 
low-priced banh mi 
sandwiches from Pho 
So 1 in Hannah Plaza. At the last min-
ute, however, I added an order of pho in 
which to dip my sandwich. Because I’d 
already decided to treat myself one last 
time, I might as well.

A banh mi is a Vietnamese sandwich 
traditionally consisting of French bread 
filled with pork, pickled vegetables, cu-

cumber, cilantro, mayo and pâté. The 
bread and pâté come from the French 
colonization of Vietnam, which end-

ed after the Second World 
War. There are many vari-
ations — the one I chose 
from Pho So 1 had tofu in-
stead of pork, no pâté and 
bread that was more like a 
grocery store “French” loaf 
than a fresh baguette. That 

aside, I’m pretty sure 
it’s the best sand-
wich you can get in 
the area for under 
$6. 

The golden-brown 
fried tofu provided a 
satisfying, dense tex-
ture and an earthy 
flavor that was ac-

centuated by the tang of pickled dai-
kon radish and carrot, the bright-green 
bite of cilantro and the crunchy spice of 
fresh jalapeño slices. Adding a richness 
to tie everything together was a gener-
ous smear of mayo on the toasty bread, 
which, though not a baguette, was not 
without its charms. 

This sandwich was perfectly satisfy-
ing on its own, but when dipped in the 
aromatic, beefy pho, another level of 
perfection was reached, like when Remy 
bites into the cheese and the strawber-
ry in “Ratatouille.” The warm, broth-
soaked bread caused all of the disparate 
flavors to meld together, and it made 
me wish that every banh mi came with 
a cup of pho, like a French dip, so I 

wouldn’t have to get a whole order just 
to get my fix.

All’s well that ends well, though, since 
I was able to have the pho for dinner, 
allowing me to push off real-life respon-
sibilities for one more meal. Check out 
Pho So 1’s banh mi sandwiches the next 
time you want a delicious treat at a price 
that’s incredibly easy to justify.

Pho So 1’s sandwiches are a satisfying steal

Lizy Ferguson for City Pulse

Pho So 1’s banh mi sandwiches are delicious on their own, but when dipped in aro-
matic pho broth, another level of perfection is reached.
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Tofu banh mi
$5.99

Pho So 1
4790 Hagadorn Road, East 

Lansing
11 a.m.-9 p.m. daily

(517) 333-6683
phoso1el.com
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Toasting tomatoes with Todd English 

Photo by Ari LeVaux

Roasted yellow heirloom tomato sauce, ready to be blended 
with basil into the finished product.

See Flash, Page 26
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Roasted yellow heirloom 
tomato sauce
Here is the aforementioned recipe for 

yellow heirloom tomato sauce. It has 
so much flavor, despite having so few 
ingredients. In other words, a Todd 
English recipe. If using it on pasta, 
you can simply simmer the pasta in 
the watery sauce and skip the boiling 
water.

3 pounds yellow heirloom tomatoes
(halved or quartered, depending 
on size)
One large, sweet onion, sliced
Six cloves garlic, peeled
3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
1 tablespoon white balsamic vinegar
(or champagne vinegar for 
brightness)
1 teaspoon sea salt
1/2 teaspoon black pepper

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 19

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 19

too cumbersome for the food bank 
people. Thus, they were destined for 
compost. Through the phone waves, 
I could feel the chef nodding gravely 
at the tragedy. 

“Heirloom tomato sauce freezes 
really well,” he offered. I was kicking 
myself for not having already tried 
it. English promised me a recipe, 
which I will pass along to you at the 
end of this column. I ended up mak-
ing several quarts of it after bringing 
home about 15 pounds of free yellow 
and red heirlooms. 

Years before launching his storied 
45-year career in the restaurant in-
dustry, young English would peel 
and can tomatoes with his grandma. 
Today, his professional focus has 
shifted away from opening restau-
rants and more toward the impact 
of diet on longevity. He has served in 
advisory roles for several initiatives 
and educational programs aimed at 
understanding and spreading infor-
mation about blue zones, the places 
on the planet where people seem to 
live the longest. 

Specializing in Mediterranean 
cuisine has made English an au-
thority on olive oil-based eating. But 
while fat choice is a crucial dietary 
consideration, blue zones are about 
lifestyle as much as diet, he said, 
about the company around the table 
as much as what’s on the table. And, 
ideally, about the work that went 
into putting the food there.

“The blue zone lifestyle includes 
eating food in season. Natural. Un-
processed. Rich olive oil or high 
omega-3 fatty acids,” he said. “It’s 
about community. Enjoying each 
other. How you help each other out. 
That’s what’s keeping the centenari-
ans out working in the fields.” 

Classic Cookout Collection
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.) 
4  Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

76946AJT  separately $279.93
SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE      

$12999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each  shipping address that includes 
SKU 76946. Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory 
limitations. Standard shipping  rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions  may 
apply. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to  OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 
09/30/25.  |  25M8446  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Try the world’s most tender steaks, 
extra-aged 28+ days to perfection. 

Discover premium quality beef that’s 
grain-fi nished for exquisite fl avor. 

Experience the juiciest air-chilled chicken, 
tastiest burgers, and so much more. 

Call 1.888.340.7039 or go to
OmahaSteaks.com/OneBite2176  
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 76946AJT

– GET 8 – 
BURGERS

FREE
A $22 value!

THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK

ONE BITE
AND YOU’LL KNOW

SAVE 54%

Flash
from page 25

See Flash, Page 27

The more he discussed the blue 
zone lifestyle, the more I thought 
about his attitude toward the toma-
to and the respect for the tomato 
lifestyle he learned from his grand-
mother. It’s the simple things, done 
humbly, that keep us going.

Another reason why it’s good to be 
Todd English these days is the arti-
chokes, which, like tomatoes, he re-
fuses to deal out of season.

“I used to go to an artichoke fes-
tival in Campania,” he said.  “They 
would build a bonfire 10 feet long, 
3 feet wide, and pour olive oil, garlic 
and nepitella — an extra-fragrant, 
oregano-like mint — over the arti-
chokes, then bury them in the coals 
below spits of roasting lamb.” As the 
lamb cooked, the drippings would 
soak into the artichokes below. 
When the coals died, they would dig 
up what was left of the artichokes, 
cut off the blackened parts and serve 
the lamb-fattened hearts with olive 
oil, lemon juice and meat.

If that doesn’t make you live 100 
years, I don’t know what will.
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www.BetterHealthMarket.com

EAST LANSING 
(Frandor)  305 N Clippert Ave., Across from Frandor Mall

517-332-6892
Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-9pm • Sun 10am-7pm

OR TRY THE PUMPKIN BISQUE FOR MONTH 
OF OCTOBER AT OUR SOUP BAR

VEGAN FALL PURE 
PROTEIN SALAD

Fresh cranberry, brussel 
sprouts, sweet potatoes, and 

apple-pumpkin vinaigrette

999

VEGAN BUTTERNUT SQUASH 
WITH CRANBERRY SALAD 

Caramelized onion tossed in butternut 
squash with a maple sage dressing. 

799

VEGAN FALL PURE 

7
VEGAN KALE 

CHICKPEA  SALAD
 Kale with shredded carrots, 

onions roasted chickpeas, vegan 
parm, and a caper dressing

899

VEGAN PUMPKIN 
SPICE PROTEIN 

COOKIES
with 

Truvani Protein

239

FLU FIGHTER 
VEGAN COOKIES

Gluten free cookie with 
ginger, lemon, probiotics, 

and mixed nuts

249

VEGAN SEAWEED, KELP, 
CHICKPEA MEATBALLS

1499

VEGAN GLUTEN FREE 
TORTELLINI DISH

1499

Fall Salads

VEGAN PUMPKIN FLU FIGHTER 
Fall Cookies

VEGAN SEAWEED, KELP, VEGAN GLUTEN FREE 
Fall Dishes

Right HereMade

MARKETS & VITAMIN STORES

LB LB

VEGAN PUMPKIN 
SPICE PROTEIN 

Right HereMade

Healthy Fall Choices

ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE

1905

Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design
Signs • Banners • T-Shirts •Logos

As Seen On the Cover of CityPulse

Engineer/Physicist Accelerator II
 
The Michigan State University Facility for 
Rare Isotope Beams seeks qualified 
candidates for the following full-time 
position: 
Engineer/Physicist Accelerator II (East 
Lansing, MI) Support design, production, 
assembly, implementation of technical 
devices for heavy-ion accelerator 
operations. Bachelor's Degree in 
Mechatronics Eng, Mech Eng, or closely 
related field, 3 years' exp as Mechanical 
Eng or any related engineering position. 
Must have 3 years' exp in SolidWorks, 
ANSYS, system-level detailing with GD&T 
of mechanical drawings for production. To 
apply for this posting, please go to 
www.careers.msu.edu and search for 
posting number 1081066. MSU is 
committed to achieving excellence through 
cultural diversity. The university actively 
encourages applications and/or 
nominations from women, persons of 
color, veterans and persons with 
disabilities. MSU is an affirmative action, 
equal opportunity employer.

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

Quakers, the Religious 
Society of Friends, 

worship out of expectant 
silence. Our worship 

leads us to believe that 
there is that of God or 
Spirit in everyone and 
therefore all of us are 

created equal.

War is not the answer - 
at home or abroad.

 
 

Thank You For 
Voting Us The Best!

Thank You For 
Voting Us The Best!

Best BBQ
Best BBQ Sauce

Best Wings
Best Caterer/

Catering service

2024

1 teaspoon sugar (optional, 
balances acidity)
One small bunch fresh basil (about 
1/2 cup leaves, loosely packed)
One sprig fresh thyme or oregano 
(optional)
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
2. Arrange vegetables: Spread to-

matoes (cut side up), onion slices and 
garlic cloves on a parchment-lined bak-
ing sheet.

3. Season: Drizzle with olive oil and 
vinegar. Sprinkle with salt, pepper and 
sugar (if using). Scatter thyme/oregano 
if desired.

4. Roast: Bake for 35 to 45 minutes, 
until tomatoes are caramelized and 
slightly blistered, onions softened and 
garlic golden.

5. Blend: Transfer everything to a 
blender or food processor. Add fresh 
basil and blend until smooth (or leave 
a little chunky if you prefer a rustic tex-
ture).

6. Simmer (optional): Pour into a 
saucepan and simmer gently for 10 to 
15 minutes to deepen flavors. Adjust 
seasoning to taste.

Finishing touches
For a silky sauce, strain through a 

fine mesh sieve.
Stir in a touch of butter or olive oil 

before serving for extra richness.
If pairing with seafood, finish with a 

squeeze of lemon juice for brightness.

Flash
from page 26
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