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I remember the days when I could reasonably envision my future. Most 
of us could. We grew up with a quiet con�dence that if we worked hard 
and made decent choices, the road ahead — while never guaranteed — 
would at least make sense. We believed that raising a family wouldn’t 
require a �nancial acrobatics routine. We trusted that our neighbors 
weren’t sizing us up as enemies. We assumed our children would inherit 
a world where they could imagine a future of their own, instead of 
feeling powerless inside a capitalistic hellscape designed to extract 
everything from them while giving as little as possible in return.

That feeling — of predictability, of stability, of a functioning social 
contract — has evaporated. And nobody seems willing to say it out loud: 
What is going on?

What is going on when we hear talk of closing the skies over Venezuela, 
as if the United States is inching toward yet another military escalation 
masquerading as righteousness? We’re told missiles are being launched 
at “suspected drug smugglers.” As though a few dozen extrajudicial 
killings — people vaporized without names, trials, or evidence — will 
somehow improve the lives of average Americans. We’re not safer. We’re 
not stronger. We’re not in the know.  We're being sold a narrative — and 
worse: We're expected to swallow it without question. Because 
questioning the storyline is now treated as disloyalty.

What is going on when the MAHA movement — MAGA’s 
even-less-informed cousin — keeps spiraling into conspiratorial 
nonsense every time the topic of public health comes up? How did we 
go from bipartisan trust in basic medicine to people loudly claiming 
Tylenol causes autism or whispering about bird �u outbreaks that “they” 
are refusing to report? The irony is that the people sounding the alarm 
about government incompetence are the same people undermining the 
very systems that would help us in a crisis. We are as unprepared as we’ve 
ever been to handle any outbreak, not because the science isn’t there, 
but because the public conversation has been hijacked by opportunists 
who see fear as a business model.

And then there’s the economy — this supposedly “robust” miracle the 
administration keeps celebrating. They beam in front of cameras and 
proclaim historic success, while quietly withholding the basic economic 
data that every administration for decades released like clockwork. Jobs 
reports postponed. In�ation metrics missing. GDP numbers scheduled 
for public release on October 30 held back without explanation. They call 
themselves the most transparent administration in history. They act like 
a corporation shredding documents in a locked basement.

Transparency shouldn’t require binoculars and a prayer.

I used to believe that if things went sideways, if the country hit 
turbulence, I could still protect my family. I had faith — maybe naïve, 
maybe conditioned — that the institutions built over generations would 
hold. That the people in charge, regardless of party, would be adults in 
the room. That America’s government, despite its �aws, would remain 
tethered to credibility.

But today? I �nd myself feeling the country is closer to uncontrollable 
collapse than anything resembling stability. Not because of one crisis, 
but because of a sprawling pattern of dysfunction, denial, secrecy, and 
corruption. A pattern enabled by millions of people who’ve convinced 
themselves that loyalty to a brand or a movement is more important 
than loyalty to the truth.

Never did I think I would watch the legitimacy of the United States 
government dissolve so quickly, or so quietly. But here we are. The 
enabling of this administration —its lies, contempt for accountability, 
bizarre obsession with theatrics — has been astonishing to watch. And 

it’s not happening because Americans suddenly stopped caring. It’s 
happening because many have been groomed to believe that any 
contradiction to the leader’s narrative is an attack on their identity.

That is the grift. That is the trap. And it’s working.

People sco� at the word “propaganda” because it feels too dramatic, too 
foreign. But propaganda doesn’t need marching bands or giant posters. 
Sometimes it looks like selective press access. Sometimes it looks like 
strategic silence. Sometimes it looks like one more missing report, one 
more unasked question, one more manufactured crisis used to distract 
from the rot happening in plain sight.

And it’s that rot that keeps me up at night. Because the collapse of trust 
isn’t theoretical — it’s already here. When a government stops telling the 
truth, the fabric of society frays. When people stop believing they have a 
future, they stop investing in it. When families feel unsafe, economically 
or socially, they retreat into survival mode. That’s not patriotism. That’s 
not prosperity. That’s not stability. That’s decay.

Maybe what scares me most is how ordinary everything still looks on the 
surface. The denial is so strong, the distractions so constant, that you 
almost forget the ground is shifting beneath you. People run errands, 
take their kids to school, go to work, scroll endlessly through their 
chosen echo chambers, and pretend everything is normal. But the air 
feels di�erent. The future feels less like a promise and more like a dare. 
And we all know it, even if we’re afraid to say it.

So again I ask: What is going on?

It’s not one thing. It’s not even ten things. It’s a corrosive mix of 
incompetence, disinformation, and greed wrapped in a �ag and sold as 
patriotism. It’s a public manipulated into embracing nonsense. It’s a 
government that has learned it can get away with o�ering nothing but 
slogans, secrecy, and manufactured enemies. It’s a political culture 
where outrage is currency and truth is collateral damage.

And in the middle of all that, ordinary people — people like me, people 
like you — are left wondering how the hell we’re supposed to protect our 
families in a world where the people in charge treat reality like an 
inconvenience.

This is what happens when people love power and money more than 
they love the truth, more than they love their country, and certainly more 
than they love the people they swore to serve.

Email me at lansingallstar@gmail.com

What Is Going On? A Nation is Losing Its Future
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Time to celebrate your victory!
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City Pulse+WKAR TOTT voters are singing the 
classics - and plenty of new hits as well!

By STEVE UNDERWOOD

This is it: The moment and the is-
sue with the results and the WIN-
NERS that you’ve all been waiting 
for! Like the aging classic rock stars 
after they’ve reunited and revived 
their act with a new great album or 
finished tour, and it’s time to step up 
and accept their Grammys!

To the 250 winners of the 18th 
Annual City Pulse + WKAR Top of 
the Town Contest, their proverbial 
“Grammys,”we are able to say they’re 
the best of the best, the people’s 
choice in our 2025 showdown. We 
launched this a little later this year, 
but with no less fanfare, on Oct. 1. 
Now it’s the first week of December 
and we have the final results. 

In the pages of this issue (and on-
line at http://lansingcitypulse.rev-
fluent.com/tott) are the winners and 
top three that you selected in 250 
categories, voted on by more than 
3,300 of you, introducing nearly 
2,300 nominees and casting near-
ly 72,000 votes in two rounds. We 
thank you so much (and the winners 
do, too)!

First, we must thank our new 

partners at WKAR for joining and 
supporting us, as well as tireless-
ly and enthusiastically promoting 
our contest over the airwaves and 
on their website and socials. And as 
always, gratitude to Dennis Preston 
and his fantastic artwork, which has 
delighted us with every issue.

Thank you!
As is nearly always the case, your 

winners and top three placers in-
cluded many beloved classics in 
Greater Lansing -- but plenty of new 
“hits” as well!

You’ll see in our breakout features 
in this section all the love that voters 
gave to two Old Town superstars in 
multiple categories: Preuss Pets and 
newly relocated Constellation Cat 
Café. But who were some of the oth-
ers who were most appreciated?

Some are no surprise; they’ve been 
TOTT mainstays for many years: 
Horrocks Farm Market (and the 
adjacent Beer Garden) continues to 
thrive in numerous categories. Old 
school and new school veteran stand-
outs like Dagwood’s, Crunchy’s, The 
Avenue Café, MEAT BBQ and Flour 
Child and more are all attractive for 
not just their cuisine, but also their 

entertainment and being, for many 
of them, the best places to work in 
the area.

Said one Flour Child voter, “What 
a local gem, with great owners and a 
wonderful staff. Go-to for treats and 
orders for gifts.”

Some of the other multiple-win-
ners included Douglas J Salon+-
Medspa, Old Town Lansing, Olym-
pic Broil, Soup Spoon Café and Zap 
Zone, to name a few.

You’ll notice The Green Door is 
missing this year; and don’t be sur-
prised if it makes a big comeback 
next year as it plans to reopen.

But how about the feisty newcom-
ers? 

Cooper’s Hawk Winery, newly 
opened in Eastwood Shopping Cen-
ter, has made a big impact, winning 
Best New Restaurant, Best Upscale 
Dining and Best Restaurant Wine 
List. Its neighbor there, Art & Jakes 
Sports Bar & Grill, was also touted 
among new restaurants, as was the 
latest One North Kitchen & Bar lo-
cation where the old Reno’s East 
once stood in East Lansing.

“Wonderful service, numerous op-
tions, and happy hour is great!” said 

one Cooper’s Hawk voter.
Best New Businesses also featured 

culinary delights, like Frandor’s 
Phillips Cider Bar and Market, The 
Cheese Lady’s new location here on 
Coolidge in East Lansing and the 
yummy Dunk’d cookie shop on East 
Michigan Ave.

In the “Whatever” group, look for 
multiple wins/placements for Big 
Penny, the Truck-Munching Bridge, 
and perhaps the bridge’s greatest 
proponent, the memesters at STU-
PID - Lansing.

So we hope you enjoy the results 
of our 18th Annual Top of the Town 
contest -- just like you enjoy those 
classic hits from those aging rock 
stars -- and keep coming back to 
support your favorite restaurants, 
businesses, hangouts, local artists 
and all the rest. And remember, re-
turning early next year will be our 
2026 Top of the Town People Con-
test.   So those of you that missed 
the People categories this fall will 
get to honor these great folks once 
again!
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By CLARA LINCOLNHOL
Capital News Service 
LANSING—-There are 27,000 

known brownfields, or sites contam-
inated with pollutants, dotting the 
state. Many of them are where facto-
ries once stood.

About half are what the state calls 
“orphan sites,” meaning there’s no 
responsible party that owns the land 
and would have to clean up the pol-
lutants, said Phil Roos, the director 
of the Department of Environment, 
Great Lakes and Energy.

“Sometimes people don’t even want 
to touch it if they don’t know the na-
ture of the contamination or can’t ad-
dress it,” Roos said.

That’s why the state is funding res-
toration projects, offering developers 
grants of up to $2 million, he said.

The grants can cover assessing what 
the contaminants are, the best ways 
of removing them and often helping 
with the first stage of clean up, Roos 
said.

“Because we have a lot of these sites 
around the state, we need to de-risk it 
by providing some funding that will 
allow whoever’s developing the site to 
raise capital to do the development, 
knowing that it’s safe and they don’t 
have to address those issues any fur-
ther,” he said.

The grants stem from the state bud-
get for RenewMI, about $77 million. 
RenewMI is the department’s envi-
ronmental remediation program.

When brownfields are cleaned up, 
they can be revitalized and turned 
into new housing developments, 
parks, commercial establishments or 
new industrialization. 

The Jackson Stadium in Lansing, 
home to the Lansing Lugnuts, is on a 
former brownfield, Roos said.

Since 2019, the state has been fund-
ing brownfield cleanup. The depart-
ment has done 474 redevelopment 
projects in 50 communities, leading 
to $184 million in incentives and cre-
ating over 20,000 jobs, he said. 

Those projects included the Gray-
ling Northern Market and the Gray-
ling Sawmill in 2018. The Grayling 
Northern Market used to be a planing 
mill and lumber yard, while the saw-
mill was a hotel, saloon and stores.

There have been four brownfield 
clean-up projects since 2020 in Tra-
verse City. The most recent project in 
2025 is Grandview Vision. 

The site used to be an ice cream 
factory, and an antique store is on the 
property next door, according to En-
vironment, Great Lakes and Energy’s 
website. 

Cadillac has also seen four brown-
field projects, including one in 2025 
to clean up a former dry cleaners, gro-
cery store and retail buildings.

In the past year, there has been an 
influx of housing developments built 
on cleaned-up brownfields. Roos 
said Gov. Gretchen Whitmer has 
made those projects a priority be-
cause of the state’s housing shortage.

“We can, in many cases, make it 
so there’s no threat to public safety 
and turn them into beautiful places 
to live,” he said.

However, not every brownfield site 
is equal, said Mike Witkowski, the 
director of environmental and regula-
tory policy at the Michigan Manufac-
turers Association.

Some “legacy sites” like abandoned 
gas stations and factories have con-
taminated an area to the point where 
the amount of money needed to clean 
it for residential development is unre-
alistic, he said.

There are different standards about 
what brownfield sites can be used for 
while helping to prevent human ex-
posure to harmful chemical pollut-
ants, he said.

The especially-contaminated 
sites can still be cleaned up to meet 
standards for uses like new indus-
trial development.

“If you can come through and say, 
‘All right, let’s turn this into a parking 
lot or another industrial setting and 
keep it at those standards’ – that’s re-
ally not only the best way to handle 
those contaminants, but it’s also the 
most economically sound for the state 
and private investment,” Witkowski 
said. He said the number of existing 

brownfields makes it impossible for 
the state to clean all of them, meaning 
private developers cleaning up sites is 
all the more important.

“One of the best things we can 
do is have a robust and and really 
well-functioning brownfield rede-
velopment program that allows 
these new private investment dol-
lars to come in and say, ‘Hey, we 
want to build here on this site and 
not only are we going to provide 

jobs, but we’re also going to help 
clean up the the contaminants there 
and make this space usable property 
again,’” Witkowski said.

The Michigan Manufacturing As-
sociation opposes a bill currently in 
the Michigan Senate that would add 
additional clean-up standards, and 
extend liability for developers, saying 
it would likely discourage private in-
vestment into brownfields, he said.

“It really complicates it in a prob-
lematic way, which we feel is going to 
lead to less cleanups and less invest-
ment in our industrial sites and really 
more expansion into green space de-
velopments where there’s never been 
a development or any industry be-
fore,” Witkowski said.

He said the current brownfield 
program as it stands has been suffi-

ciently vetted by the state and envi-
ronmental engineers. It’s helped the 
economy grow across the state and 
has been successfully cleaning up con-
taminated sites.

“To try and bring that in a little 
bit or make change is going to hurt 
the trajectory of our environmen-
tal cleanups and economic growth,” 
Witkowski said.

State allocates $77 million to clean thousands of contaminated sites

Cadillac has also seen four brown-
field projects, including one in 2025 
to clean up a former dry cleaners, gro-

In the past year, there has been an 
influx of housing developments built 
on cleaned-up brownfields. Roos 

so there’s no threat to public safety 
and turn them into beautiful places 

However, not every brownfield site 
is equal, said Mike Witkowski, the 
director of environmental and regula-
tory policy at the Michigan Manufac-

brownfields makes it impossible for 
the state to clean all of them, meaning 
private developers cleaning up sites is 
all the more important.

“One of the best things we can 
do is have a robust and and really 
well-functioning brownfield rede-
velopment program that allows 

want to build here on this site and 
not only are we going to provide 

jobs, but we’re also going to help 
clean up the the contaminants there 
and make this space usable property 
again,’” Witkowski said.

The Michigan Manufacturing As-
sociation opposes a bill currently in 

Michigan Manufacturers Association 

Mike Witkowski is the director of envi-
ronmental and regulatory policy at the 
Michigan Manufacturers Association. 

Lansing’s Lugnuts play at Jackson Stadium

Department of Environmental Great Lakes and Energy

Philip Roos is the director of the 
Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy. 
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The windows on the first floor of 
downtown Lansing’s historic Knapp’s 
Centre still advertise The Macotta 
Club as “coming 2024,” but the proj-
ect is now expected to open sometime 
in 2026 following necessary design 
changes, according to Downtown Lan-
sing Inc.

The project, a restaurant accelerator 
and food hall that plans to bring six 
restaurants and 16 “food concepts” to 
the building, was announced in April 
2023 with plans to open the following 
year.

Multiple delays followed unexpect-
ed difficulties with the buildout, DLI 
spokesperson Jenea Markham and 
Eyde Development COO Mark Clouse 
said.

“There have been struggles with the 
design,” Clouse said. “It’s a building 
that was built nearly 100 years ago, 
and you’ve got a lot of unknowns even 
though the building was fully restored 
back in 2012 to 2014.”

Eyde Development owns and oper-
ates the Knapp’s Centre and is collab-
orating with DLI, Clouse said. DLI 
is not currently paying rent to Eyde 
Development or occupying the space, 
Clouse said.

“As they were working through the 
plans for the Macotta Club, things 
changed, the design of the kitchen and 
different items that required a lot of 
thoughtfulness, quite honestly,” Clouse 
said.

Markham said the updates were 
mostly focused “on the kitchen layouts, 
basement build-out, and other under-
ground elements,” meaning the final 
design will be “largely consistent” with 
previous renderings, which can be seen 
on The Macotta Club’s website.

Markham said increased costs due 
to the redesign, challenges with the 
basement buildout and industry-wide 
increased material costs all led to the 
redesign, but it will allow DLI to stay 
within budget.

The Macotta Club is intended to op-
erate independently after three years 
of operation. Much of its funding has 
come from grants, and its price tag has 
risen from around $4 million to over 
$8 million.

While the project is still ongoing, it’s 
currently unclear who will occupy the 
building.

Only two businesses have publicly 
signed on. Anke Grace, who signed on 
in 2023 to run a German restaurant 
called The German Place, did not re-
spond to multiple requests for com-
ment a month ago.

Marcus Leslie, Sr., who runs Mr. 

Leslie’s Cheesecakes signed on as 
part of The Macotta Club’s wholesale 
mentorship program in 2024, and 
Lake Trust Credit Union reported in a 
member impact story that he planned 
to open his first standalone location in 
The Macotta Club. He opened his first 
standalone location in Holt in April, 
and declined to comment for this story.

Public records show the Macotta 
Club received $15,000 from the Mich-
igan Department of Labor and Eco-
nomic Opportunity’s Going PRO Tal-
ent Fund in 2024 to assist in training 7 
new hires or apprentices. That money 
was never allocated, as the training 
never occurred.

Markham and Clouse both said get-
ting the design right the first time was a 
major priority and reason for the delay.

“We’ve been patient with one anoth-
er,” Clouse said. “The goal was to have 

them open in 2024. That obviously 
didn’t happen, but we’re confident that 
we’re on the right track now.”

And amid new downtown develop-
ments such as Gentilozzi Real Estate’s 
New Vision Lansing project, a new city 
hall and the old city hall’s transition 
into a hotel and the Ovation Center for 
Music and Arts, 2026 may be a better 
time than any before for a project like 
The Macotta Club —  if it opens that 
year.

“Sometimes things happen for a rea-
son,” Clouse said. “We have a lot of ac-
tivity happening downtown, with the 
Ovation, with city hall moving down to 
the southern part of downtown, and a 
lot of other exciting things happening.

“I think downtown will be more 
ready for them in a year than it would 
have been a year ago.”

— LEO V. KAPLAN

Macotta Club delayed again as historic building presents challenges

Michigan lawmakers eyeing more restrictions on 
ads for internet gaming, online sports betting

By FINN MILLS
Capital News Service
LANSING — Two new bills would tighten guide-

lines for Internet gaming and online sports-bet-
ting advertisements.

The bipartisan bills aim to curb gambling addic-
tion by requiring placement of a toll-free gambling 
addiction hotline number as well as the legal gam-
bling age somewhere in the advertisements.

The sponsors are Democratic Sens. Erika Geiss 
of Taylor, John Cherry of Flint, Dayna Polehanki of 
Livonia, Rosemary Bayer of West Bloomfield and 
Mary Cavanagh of Redford Township, as well as 

Republican Sen. John Damoose of Harbor Springs. 
The goal is to ensure that Michigan’s gambling 

industry “operates with the utmost integrity and 
accountability,” according to Geiss. 

Under the bills, if a company breaks the regula-
tions, it would be fined $1,000 for the first offense, 
$5,000 for the second offense and have its gaming 
license revoked after the third offense. 

The bills also would allow municipalities to set 
their own rules and regulations for how Internet 
gaming and online sports betting are advertised in 
their areas. 

Geiss said that online gambling is “addictive and 

coercive” and compared online gambling adver-
tisements to the way cigarettes used to be adver-
tised. 

She said things such as flashy lights, visuals and 
celebrity endorsements are often added to make 
gambling products more appealing to younger 
people, leading to more addicted customers.

“These marketing campaigns often glamorize 
gambling, downplay the dangers and reach im-
pressionable audiences who are far too young to 
participate,” Geiss said.

These bills have been referred to the Committee 
on Regulatory Affairs. 

The Macotta Club is located at 300 S. Washington Square, in the former Knapps department store building.
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MSU fired second-year head 
football coach Jonathan Smith 
Sunday and announced shortly 
thereafter that it would hire for-
mer Northwestern head coach 
Pat Fitzgerald to replace him. Fitz-
gerald, 51, will be the fourth coach to 
lead the Spartans on the gridiron 
since Mark Dantonio stepped down 
in early 2020. He won 110 of 211 
games at Northwestern over 17 years 

but was fired in 2023 due to a hazing scandal. Fitzgerald 
denied knowledge of the scandal and settled a wrongful 
termination lawsuit with the school in August.  Fitzgerald’s 
new deal is reportedly for five years, and his hiring requires 
approve from MSU’s Board of Trustees, which next meets 
Dec. 12. Smith won just nine of 15 games in two years and 
was winless in the Big Ten this fall until a victory over Mary-
land last Saturday.

A day after the Fitz-
gerald deal was fi-
nalized Monday, MSU 
announced a $1 billion 
fundraising campaign, 
entitled “FOR SPARTA: 
The Capital Initiative 
for MSU Athletics.” The 
initiative is part of the 
university’s broader Uncommon Will. Far Better World 
campaign and is intended to modernize its athletic program 
by investing in world-class facilities and experiences for stu-
dent athletes, MSU President Kevin M. Guskiewicz said in 
a statement, and positioning it to “lead in an increasingly 
competitive landscape.” FOR SPARTA also seeks to offer 
the Spartan community “an elevated gameday experience” 
and Spartan Fund donors “the addition of new premium 
spaces and options.” MSU Athletic Director J Batt called it 
“the most ambitious initiative in Michigan State Athletics 
history.” More preliminary details of the plan can be found 
here: https://msuspartans.com/news/2025/12/2/gener-
al-michigan-state-launches-for-sparta-the-capital-initia-
tive-for-msu-athletics.

The Gillespie Group 
kicked off the “Brick 
Row” redevelop-
ment, which promises 
to transform the 600 
block of Michigan Av-
enue into a mixed-use 
development includ-
ing 15 housing units and 6 new retail spaces, on Mon-
day. The Stadium District project has a planned comple-
tion date of Sept. 2026. A wall-breaking event at the former 
City Rescue Mission featured remarks from Lansing Mayor 
Andy Schor, state Sen. Sarah Anthony, D-Lansing, Gillespie 
Group founder and CEO Pat Gillespie, among others.

The city of Lansing has extended its Code Blue des-
ignation until 7 a.m. Saturday. The cold temperatures, 
coming before a large snowstorm could melt away, prompt-

ed the designation. A Code Blue alert opens up several city 
services and gives shelters and organizations more leeway to 
help people. Letts Community Center is open every night, 
from 6:30 p.m. to 6 a.m. and libraries and the CATA Trans-
portation Center are available during the day. CATA busses 
can take people for free to any warming shelter. For a longer 
list of day and nighttime shelters, visit https://www.lansing-
mi.gov/990/Warming-and-Cooling-Centers.

Most of the Lansing 
area had between 
five and seven inch-
es of snow during the 
season’s first major 
snowfall. Snowplows in 
the area have been given 
nicknames, including Big 
Penny, a state snowplow 
in the University region, which includes Lansing. Other 
state plows include Back to Drift-ember, Dr. Plow Good, Ice 
Ice Baby, Lake Scooperier, Luke Saltwalker, Melton John 
and Tom Blizzo. Lansing city plow names include Creed-
ence Clear-Road Revival, Quality Plowy and Coldsmobile. 
You can track the state plows at https://mdotjboss.state.
mi.us/MiDrive/map and the city plows at https://www.lan-
singmi.gov/486/Snow-Plow-Map.

Lansing man Douglas 
L. Gengler, 53, pleaded 
no contest to failing to 
stop at a personal in-
jury accident resulting 
in death in November, 
MLive reported. Gen-
gler struck and killed 

Edward L. “Fast Ed” Nichols, 55, with a delivery van 
owned by Tenpoint Expediting Services in Saginaw in 
December 2023. Prosecutors said he fled the scene after 
the incident. Under the plea deal, prosecutors dismissed 
charges related to a PlayStation 5 Gengler allegedly stole 
under a false identity, and his minimum sentence will not 
be higher than 38 months. The deal follows an out-of-court 
settlement for a wrongful death suit brought by Nichols’ es-
tate. Gengler will be sentenced on Jan. 12.

Two large apartment 
complexes have been 
proposed for down-
town East Lansing, East 
Lansing Info reported. 
Minnesota-based Tareen 
Development Partners are 
proposing a 12-story apart-
ment building to be con-
structed at 520 Albert Ave., 
which is currently the Bailey St. parking lot. It would in-
clude more than 80 parking spots and more than 200 stu-
dio, one-, two- and three-bedroom apartments. The Ballein 

family, which owns the Student Bookstore and Harbor Bay 
Ventures, are also moving forward with “The Howard,” a 
planned 15-story, 361-bedroom apartment on Grand River 
Ave. The proposals are tentative and face a lengthy approval 

process.

EATRAN and CATA 
bus routes will be cut 
starting in mid-Janu-
ary. The cuts come after 
Delta Township voters 

rejected a millage that would have boosted public tran-
sit. The Capital Area Transportation Authority and Eaton 
County Transportation Authority are cutting off about 30 
bus stops along West Saginaw Highway, Canal Road, St. 
Joseph Highway and Marketplace Boulevard. The expand-
ed Spec-Tran service area will shrink back to its May 2023 
boundaries. Other changes include an elimination of the 
CATA Rydz program in Delta Township. There are other 
changes to Route 3, including an earlier end to the day, and 
there are options for riders who would be affected: Check 
with CATA for more information. 

The East Lansing Police Depart-
ment has closed an investigation 
into the death of Meagan Turner.
Her body was found in the Red Cedar 
River, east of Cedar Village, on Oct. 13. 
Officials said they found no evidence of 
foul play. A toxicology report indicated 
her blood alcohol level was .32%. Officials said, in a Monday 
news release, that updates have been shared with her family 
and the police have closed their investigation.

Makenna’s Books marked 
Small Business Saturday, 
and the birthday of Maken-
na Morse of Eaton Rapids by 
collecting books to donate to 
Little Free Libraries across 
Michigan. Morse died in an 
April car wreck and her love 

for reading has been carried on through the charity, which 
collects books and places them inside tiny libraries all over 
Michigan. The group has collected more than 2,000 books 
since starting and collected from a half dozen local book-
stores this last weekend.

A Ferris State University professor 
has been arrested and described by 
the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity as “a criminal illegal alien sex 
offender from Sri Lanka.” The depart-
ment accuses Sumith Gunasekera of 
admitting, in 1998, to touching a minor. 
An Inside Higher Ed story quotes an of-
ficial at the Ontario Court of Justice in 
Brampton, who said the case against Gunasekera had been 
archived so she couldn’t provide further details for that sto-
ry. Ferris State officials told Inside Higher Ed that Gunase-
kera has been placed on leave and is believed to be in the 
custody of Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials.
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES
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Among insiders, the job of state 
House Speaker is widely considered 
state government’s toughest job. 

The Speaker not only oversees 109 
other state representatives with com-
peting interests and 
constituencies, but he’s 
also the gatekeeper. 
What issues get taken 
up? Which issues are 
getting buried? These 
decisions are those 
of the Speaker of the 
House. 

It explains why the Speaker’s office is 
Grand Central Station inside the state 
Capitol. Historically, lobbyists, special 
interests and legislators’ cycle in and 
out day after day. Take up this bill. Kill 

this bill. Put this in the budget. Take 
this out of the budget. 

It happened all the time. Until now. 
Rep. Matt Hall (R-Richland Twp.) 

has transformed the job into some-
thing completely different. Remember 
Schoolhouse Rock? “I’m Just A Bill?” 

Today’s sequel has Bill growing a 
long, gray beard chained in committee, 
not jumping around with the gover-
nor’s signature. 

Matt Hall doesn’t see his job as traf-
fic-copping legislation from all comers. 
His job (in no particular order) is to: 

 - Flyspeck the administration, Secre-
tary of State and Attorney General with 
his seven oversight panels (one full and 
six subcommittees). 

 - Slice out as much government 

spending and vacant government jobs 
as humanly possible through a pro-
tracted budget process. 

 - Control the public narrative 
through numerous, hour-long press 
conferences that often wear down the 
reporters. 

 - Push to the governor’s desk clearly 
articulated big-ticket priorities– more 
road funding, tipped wage restoration, 
paid sick leave reform, transparency in 
legislative earmarks and an economic 
development reform (see prior col-
umn). 

To fully appreciate the transforma-
tive change Hall is bringing to the job, 
look at these numbers. 

Since the advent of the full-time Leg-
islature in 1965, the Michigan House 

and Senate have produced an average 
of 376 public acts a year with the Gov-
ernor’s signature. The fewest number 
of bills signed into law during any 
given year since 1965 was 168 in 2021. 
The most is 747 in 2002, John Engler’s 
last year as governor before Democrat 
Jennifer Granholm took over. 

In the era of horse and buggy, when 
the Legislature met every year for a few 
months between 1837 to 1851, lawmak-
ers averaged 151 public acts every year. 

As of today, the Hall-led state House 
in 2025 had passed a grand total of 35 
public acts. 

Thirty-five. 
We have a few more session days left 

and rumor has it they’re going to pass 
several dozen bills, but this historically 
low clearance level is significant. It’s 
not just a fun factoid to share at a cock-
tail party with public policy nerds. 

The legislature has been turned on 
its head. Traditional interest groups 
who stir the drink with fundraisers and 
political contributions are being told to 
stand in the back of the line. 

How long will they put up with being 
told that their issue – which may have 
overwhelming support – isn’t moving? 

Elected House members who need a 
niche bill passed to take care of a local 
issue are told “not today” again and 
again and again. 

How long will they stand around 
waiting with a finger up their nose? 

Some of their colleagues get to grill 
Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson 
about her strange refusal to release 
election worker training documents.  

Others get to badger the DNR for 
aggressively enforcing regulations on 
the treatment of injured wild animals.  

Others get to ask Michigan State 
Police Col. James Grady why he isn’t 
quitting when 97 percent of his under-
lings think he’s doing a terrible job. 

But most don’t get to play pinata 
with department heads and state bu-
reaucrats like a cat playfully batting a 
toy mouse on a string. 

They’re passing one-chamber bills 
that the Senate is putting in the freezer 
until some of their own bills move.  

Who knows. Maybe it’s all Hall’s 
master plan. Maybe he’s building up 
pent-up demand so he can open the 
flood gates at the very end. 

Whether he is or not, one thing is for 
sure.  

Hall has changed the game. 
(Kyle Melinn is the editor of the Capi-

tol news service MIRS. You can email 
him at melinnky@gmail.com.)

Hall is changing the state House to something we’ve never seen before 

POLITICS

You Deserve 
More Than 

Just Banking
With an MSUFCU account, 
you’ll gain access to exclusive 
benefits and a supportive 
community committed to 
helping you                       and 
achieve your financial goals. 

Take the first step toward 
better banking and open 
your account today!

msufcu.org   |   517-333-2424

Federally insured by NCUA
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Best Bar Food 
1. Dagwood’s Tavern & Grill
2. Art’s Pub
3. Crunchy’s

Best Cocktails 
1. American Fifth Spirits

2. One North Kitchen & Bar - 
West Saginaw
3. The Avenue Cafe

Best Dance Bar
1. The Avenue Cafe
2. UrbanBeat
3. Nuthouse Sports Grill

Best Dive Bar
1. Dagwood’s Tavern & Grill
2. Stober’s Bar
3. The Avenue Cafe

Best Happy Hour
1. Zoobie’s Old Town Tavern
2. Cask & Co. Kitchen & Bar
3. The Avenue Cafe

Best Jam Night
1. Moriarty’s Pub
2. The Avenue Cafe
3. UrbanBeat

Best Karaoke
1. Crunchy’s

2. The Avenue Cafe
3. Sir Pizza - Old Town

Best Lansing-Area Brewery
1. Lansing Brewing Co.
2. Ozone’s Brewhouse
3. BAD Brewing Co.

Best Lansing-Area Distillery
1. American Fifth Spirits
2. Sanctuary Spirits
3. Red Cedar Spirits

Best Margarita
1. El Azteco East Lansing
2. Pablo’s Mexican Restaurant 
Eastside
3. Barrio East Lansing

Best Mocktails
1. Constellation Cat Cafe
2. The Avenue Cafe
3. One North Kitchen & Bar - 
East Lansing

Best Neighborhood Bar 
1. Dagwood’s Tavern & Grill
2. The Peanut Barrel
3. Harry’s Place

Best Pub/Tavern 
1. Stober’s Bar
2. The Irish Pub
3. Crunchy’s

Best Spartan Sports Hangout
1. Crunchy’s
2. One North Kitchen & Bar - 
East Lansing
3. Dagwood’s Tavern & Grill

Best Sports Bar
1. Nuthouse Sports Grill
2. Crunchy’s
3. One North Kitchen & Bar - 
East Lansing

See TOTT 2025, Page 12

The Avenue Cafe
2021 E. Michigan Ave.

avenuecafelansing.com

The Avenue Cafe might as well be a hat shop, it wears so many hats. It has been 
voted the city’s best dance bar and the best trivia night, as well as one of the area’s 
best dive bars. And if being the city’s top LGBTQIA+ friendly hangout isn’t enough, The 
Avenue also houses Ruckus Ramen, which serves ramen and small plates. This ver-
satile music venue racked up a dozen awards: It’s also a great place for video games, 
billiards, mocktails, cocktails and jam nights.
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Best Solvent Concentrate (Cannabis)
1. Rainbow Belts || Pro Gro 
by Pure Options
2. Death Star || Bowhouse
3. Element || Lion Labs

Best Topical 
1. True Health Cryotherapy || 
Bazonzoes Provisioning
2. Proper Jaguar Balm || 
Herbana Dispensary

Best BBQ
1. Meat BBQ
2. Saddleback BBQ REO Town
3. The Smoke N’ Pig BBQ

Best BBQ Sauce 
1. Meat BBQ
2. Saddleback BBQ REO Town
3. The Smoke N’ Pig BBQ

Best Bagels
1. Flour Child Bakery
2. Big Apple Bagels 
3. New Daily Bagel

Best Bakery
1. Flour Child Bakery
2. Groovy Donuts
3. Bake N’ Cakes

Best Baklava
1. Jerusalem Bakery
2. Woody’s Oasis
3. Aladdin’s Restaurant

Best Breakfast
1. Good Truckin’ Diner
2. Sophia’s House of Pancakes
3. Fleetwood Diner

Best Brunch
1. Soup Spoon Café
2. The People’s Kitchen
3. Good Truckin’ Diner

Best Bubble Tea 
1. Koala Bakery & Cafe
2. Bento Kitchen Cravings
3. Gong Cha

Best Buffet
1. Asian Buffet
2. Hibachi Grill & Sushi Buffet
3. One North Kitchen & Bar - 
West Saginaw

Best Burger
1. Dagwood’s Tavern & Grill
2. Kewpee Sandwich Shoppe
3. Crunchy’s

Best CBD Store/Boutique
1. JARS Cannabis - Lansing

2. Bazonzoes Provisioning

3. House of Dank

Best Cannabis Flower – Hybrid
1. Wedding Cake || Pro Gro by Pure
Options
2. Popz 41 || Bowhouse
3. Lemon Cherry Z || High Society

Best Cannabis Flower – Indica
1. Garlic Breath || Pro Gro by Pure
Options
2. Pink Permanent Marker || 
Bowhouse
3. Insano Cake || Cannaisseur 
Provisioning Center

Best Cannabis Flower – Sativa 
1. Lunar Lemon || Pro Gro by Pure 
Options
2. Twisted Trees || Cannaisseur 
Provisioning Center
3. Gary Payton || Sapura 

Best Cannabis Growing Brand
1. Pro Gro by Pure Options
2. Pleasantrees East Lansing
3. Bowhouse

Best Distillate Cartridge
1. LightSky Farms || Cannaisseur 
Provisioning Center
2. Cherry Fizz || Sapura
(tie) Guava Sherb || Bowhouse

Best Gummy Edible (Cannabis) 
1. Bamn 200mg || Pro Gro by Pure 
Options
2. Cherry Fizz || Sapura
(tie) Information Entropy rosin 
gummies || Cannaisseur 
Provisioning Center

Best Indoor Grow Shop 
1. Pure Options - Midtown
2. Indoor Grow Supply

Best Marijuana Provisioning Center 
1. Pure Options - Frandor
2. Pure Options - Midtown
3. Herbana

Best Non-Gummy Edible (Cannabis) 
1. Potpots || Lion Labs
2. Last Bites || Homegrown 
Cannabis Co.
3. Levitate || Herbana Dispensary

Best Non-Solvent Concentrate
(Cannabis)
1. Strawberry Jelly 1g live rosin || 
Pure Options - Midtown
2. Bowhouse || Bowhouse
3. Brainwash Solventless || 
Bazonzoes Provisioning

Thank you
for voting us!

BEST SUSHI

See TOTT 2025, Page 13

TOTT 2025
from page 11

Cooper’s Hawk Winery & Restaurant
2101 Lake Lansing Road

chwinery.com

Cooper’s Hawk has flown into the Lansing area and has quickly made a splash. It 
won a trio of first-place recognitions in its first go-round. Readers picked Cooper’s Hawk 
as 2025’s best new restaurant, best restaurant wine list and best upscale dining option. 
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Best Chicken Strips/Tenders
1. Olympic Broil
2. Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen 
3. Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers

Best Chinese Restaurant
1. Charlie Kang’s
2. Chen’s Restaurant
3. Apple Jade

Best Cider
1. Phillips Cider Bar and Market
2. Uncle John’s Cider Mill 
3. Quality Dairy Co.

Best Coney Dog
1. Sparty’s Coney Island
2. Olympic Broil
3. Nip N Sip Drive In

Best Crab Legs
1. The Tangy Crab
2. King Ocean Crab

Best Cupcake
1. Flour Child Bakery
2. Nothing Bundt Cakes
3. Bake N’ Cakes

Best Deli
1. Monticello’s Market & Butcher 
Block
2. Stateside Deli
3. Jersey Giant Subs

Best Dessert
1. Flour Child Bakery
2. MSU Dairy Store
3. Mr. Leslie’s Cheesecakes

Best Diner
1. Good Truckin’ Diner
2. Soup Spoon Café
3. Fleetwood Diner

Best Donuts 
1. Groovy Donuts
2. Quality Dairy Co.
3. Flour Child Bakery

Best Drive-Up Location
1. Olympic Broil
2. Nip N Sip Drive In
3. Culver’s - Eastwood 

Best Family-Friendly Restaurant
1. Buddies Pub & Grill
2. Flour Child Bakery
3. Piazzano’s

Best Fast Food
1. Olympic Broil
2. Culver’s - Eastwood
3. Nip N Sip Drive In

Best Fish Fry
1. Eastside Fish Fry & Grill
2. The Old Bag of Nails Pub
3. Harry’s Place 

Best Food Truck
1. El Oasis - Lansing
2. Ozone’s Fire Food Truck
3. Shove It Pizza

Best French Fries 
1. HopCat
2. Dagwood’s Tavern & Grill
3. The Cosmos

Best Greek Restaurant
1. Woody’s Oasis
2. Athena’s Diner
3. ChouPli Wood-Fired Kabob

Best Hibachi 
1. Ukai Hibachi Grill & Sushi Bar 
Lansing
2. Maru Sushi & Grill
3. Hibachi Grill & Sushi Buffet

Best Ice Cream 
1. MSU Dairy Store
2. Arctic Corner
3. Tasty Twist

THANK YOU 
FOR VOTING FOR US!

BEST 
NEIGHBORHOOD

BAR
BEST PATIO

BEST BAR FOOD
BEST PUB/TAVERN
BEST SPORTS BAR
BEST BURGER

BEST COMEDY NIGHT
BEST HANGOUT 
FOR STUDENTS
BEST TRIVIA NIGHT

Thank you
for voting

for us!

Best Karaoke
Best Spartan 

Sports Hangout

See TOTT 2025, Page 14

TOTT 2025
from page 12
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Best Indian Restaurant
1. Swagath Indian Cuisine
2. Sindhu Indian Cuisine
3. Grains Indian Cuisine

Best Irish Restaurant
1. The Irish Pub
2. Dublin Square
(tie) Moriarty’s Pub

Best Italian Restaurant 
1. Cugino’s
2. Falsetta’s Casa Nova
3. Toscana Kitchen & Wine Market

Best Lasagna
1. Cugino’s
2. Falsetta’s Casa Nova
3. Piazzano’s

Best Late-Night Food 
1. Conrad’s Grill 
2. Fleetwood Diner
3. Ruckus Ramen

Best Mediterranean Restaurant
1. Woody’s Oasis
2. Aladdin’s Restaurant
3. ChouPli Wood-Fired Kabob

Best Mexican Restaurant (chain)
1. Acapulco Mexican Grill - Lansing
2. Fiesta Charra - East Lansing
3. Barrio East Lansing
(tie) Los Tres Amigos Hacienda

Best Mexican Restaurant (non-chain) 
1. Pablo’s Mexican Restaurant 
Old Town
2. El Azteco Lansing
3. El Azteco East Lansing

Best Nachos
1 Buddies Pub & Grill
2 Meat BBQ
3 El Azteco Lansing

Best New Restaurant
1. Cooper’s Hawk Winery & Restaurant
2. Art & Jake’s Sports Bar & Grill
3. One North Kitchen & Bar - 
East Lansing
(tie) That New Place

Best Olive Burger
1. Kewpee Sandwich Shoppe
2. Dagwood’s Tavern & Grill
3. Olympic Broil

Best Pancakes
1. Sophia’s House of Pancakes
2. The People’s Kitchen
3. Golden Harvest

Best Pho
1. Capital City BBQ
2. Asia’s Finest
3. Pho 777 Okemos

Best Pizza
1. Klavon’s Pizzeria & Pub
2. The Cosmos
3. Jet’s Pizza

Best Prime Rib 
1. The English Inn
2. Airport Tavern
3. Henry’s Place 
(tie) Piazzano’s

Best Ramen 
1. Ruckus Ramen
2. Uni Sushi and Ramen
3. Bento Kitchen Cravings

Best Ranch Dressing
1. Jet’s Pizza
2. Horrocks Pizzeria
3. One North Kitchen & Bar - 
East Lansing

Best Restaurant Beer List
1. HopCat
2. Zoobie’s Old Town Tavern
3. Front 43 Neighborhood Pub
(tie) Ozone’s Brewhouse

Best Restaurant Wine List
1. Cooper’s Hawk Winery & 
Restaurant

2. Dusty’s Cellar
3. Bowdie’s Chophouse

Best Restaurant for Seniors
1. Coral Gables
2. Tavern 109
3. Buddies Grill
(tie) Olive Garden Italian 
Restaurant

Best Reuben
1. Stateside Deli
2. Soup Spoon Café
3. The Irish Pub

Best Salad
1. Olive Garden Italian Restaurant
2. El Azteco Lansing
3. Leaf Salad Bar

Best Sandwich/Wrap
1. Babe’s Corner
2. Soup Spoon Café
3. Jersey Giant Subs

Best Seafood Restaurant
1. Mitchell’s Fish Market
2. The Old Bag of Nails Pub
3. The Tangy Crab

Best Signature Dish
1. Hippie Hash || Fleetwood Diner
2. Really Good Fu%@ing Pancakes ||
The People’s Kitchen
3. Meat Mountain || Meat BBQ

Best Soup
1. Soup Spoon Café
2. Horrocks Farm Market
3. That New Place

Best Steak
1. Bowdie’s Chophouse
2. Capital Prime
3. Texas Roadhouse

Best Sub Sandwich
1. Babe’s Corner
2. Jersey Giant Subs
3. King Subs

Best Sushi
1. Sansu Sushi
2. Maru Sushi & Grill
3. Sushi Moto

Best Tacos
1. Pablo’s Mexican Restaurant Old Town
2. El Oasis
3. Barrio East Lansing
(tie) Taqueria El Chaparrito

See TOTT 2025, Page 16

TOTT 2025
from page 13
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Thank you for
voting for us!

Best Sub Sandwich, Best Sandwich/Wrap and Best Deli

jgsubs.com
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Constellation Cat Cafe
constellationcatcafe.com

1041 N. Cedar St., Lansing
(517)-918-4919

It may be Lansing’s best hangout all around, and that’s for just about everyone, not 
just cats.

Constellation Cat Cafe, in its new location at the former Su Casa Boutique in Old 
Town, is both the No. 1 hangout for students and the runner-up hangout for seniors. 
Nowhere else placed in both categories.

And that’s just a nibble of the 14 awards this cafe lapped up.
Constellation also is ranked as the No. 1 cafe, solo hangout, sober hangout and 

mocktail crafter.
This cat cafe has two parts: One is a traditional cafe, with coffee and all the things you 

expect. The cat part is a separate room — take off your shoes, please — where you can 
hang out for a small price with cats that can also be adopted through cat charities, with 
new cat friends typically arriving on Sundays.

It’s recognized by readers as a quality nonprofit, a pet rescue, a place to find peace 
and quiet, the very best Wi-Fi and one of the best coffee shops in town.

And it is voted as the No. 1 place to work.
For the record: Cats are not allowed to vote.

Best Thai Restaurant
1. Thai Princess
2. Bangkok House
3. Naing Myanmar Family 
Restaurant

Best Upscale Dining
1. Cooper’s Hawk Winery & 
Restaurant
2. Bowdie’s Chophouse
3. The English Inn

Best Vegan/Gluten-Free Dessert
1. Flour Child Bakery
2. Strange Matter Co - Eastside
3. Groovy Donuts

Best Vegetarian/Vegan Dish 
1. Altu’s Ethiopian Cuisine
2. Flour Child Bakery
3. Veg Head

Best Vegetarian/Vegan/Gluten-Free 
Restaurant 
1. Altu’s Ethiopian Cuisine
2. Veg Head
3. Flour Child Bakery

Best Wings
1. Meat BBQ
2. Wing Snob
3. Detroit Wing Co. - 
East Lansing

Best Biggby
1. Biggby Coffee – 2250 Lake 
Lansing Road, Lansing

2. Biggby Coffee –  1429 W. 
Saginaw St., East Lansing
3. Biggby Coffee – 4756 Marsh Road,
Okemos

Best Bowling Alley
1. Royal Scot Golf & Bowl
2. Pins and Pints
3. City Limits Mason
(tie) Spare Time Entertainment 
Center

Best Café 
1. Constellation Cat Cafe
2. Strange Matter Downtown
3. Soup Spoon Café

Best Coffee Shop (non-Biggby)
1. Blue Owl Coffee
2. Constellation Cat Cafe
3. Strange Matter - Eastside

Best Comedy Night
1. Pure Options Comedy Series at 
Grewal Hall
2. Mac’s Bar
3. Crunchy’s

Best Corn Maze
1. Uncle John’s Cider Mill
2. Bestmaze Corn Maze
3. Andy T’s Farm Market

Best Disc Golf Course
1. Burchfield Park
(tie) Grand Woods Park
3. Trinity Church

Best Escape Room Venue
1. Breakout Escape Rooms
2. Challenges East Lansing
3. Escapes Unlocked

Best Golf Course
1. Groesbeck Golf Course
2. Eagle Eye Golf Club
(tie) Hawk Hollow Golf Course

Best Hangout Solo
1. Constellation Cat Cafe
2. Schuler Books
3. Hooked

Best Hangout for Seniors
1. Horrocks Beer Garden
2. Coral Gables
3. Constellation Cat Cafe

Best Hangout for Students
1. Constellation Cat Cafe
2. Lansing Shuffle
3. Crunchy’s

Best LGBTQIA+ Friendly Hangout
1. The Avenue Cafe
2. Old Town
3. Constellation Cat Cafe

Best Library
1. Delta Township District Library
2. CADL - Downtown Lansing 
3. East Lansing Public Library

Best Local Attraction for Kids
1. Impression 5 Science Center
2. Preuss Pets
3. Zap Zone XL

Best Movie Theater
1. NCG Cinema

2. Celebration Cinema
3. Studio C Meridian Mall

Best Music Venue
1. Wharton Center for Performing 
Arts
2. Grewal Hall at 224
3. The Avenue Cafe

Best Nature Center
1. Fenner Nature Center
2. Harris Nature Center
3. Woldumar Nature Center

Best Non-Bar or Restaurant Date
1. Old Town
2. Potter Park Zoo
3. Constellation Cat Cafe

See TOTT 2025, Page 17
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Paula Crow reaches out to one of the kitties at Constellation Cat Café’s cat room.
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(517) 492-7535 
healthharmonymassage.net

THANK YOU THANK YOU 
FOR VOTING FOR VOTING FOR VOTING 
FOR US!FOR US!

Best 
Massage 
Studio

Private apartments start at $1,250 a month, including 
utilities. Service packages start at $1,650 a month.LLIIVVEE 
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Family | Friends | HappinessBaldwinHouseSeniors.com

LANSING
(517) 393-7777

Best Patio 
1. Horrocks Beer Garden
2. The Peanut Barrel
3. Lansing Shuffle

Best Place to Play Pinball 
or Video Games
1. Pinball Pete’s
2. The Avenue Cafe
3. Zap Zone XL

Best Place to Shoot Pool
1. The Avenue Cafe

2. Mayfair Bar
3. REO Town Clubhouse

Best Public Park
1. Hawk Island
2. Fitzgerald Park
3. Patriarche Park

Best Sober Hangout
1. Constellation Cat Cafe
2. Potter Park Zoo
3. Hooked

Best Trivia Night
1. The Avenue Cafe
2. Crunchy’s
3. Harry’s Place

Best Blues Artist/Band
1. Freddie Cunningham & 
the Johnny D. Blues Band
2. The Further Adventures of 
FatBoy and JiveTurkey
3. 517 Funktet

Best Choral Group
1. Sistrum
2. LanSINGout Gay Chorus
3. Capital Acapella

Best Country Artist/Band
1. Kathy Ford Band
2. Jessey Adams
3. Deer & Elk

See TOTT 2025, Page 18
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Best Cover Band
1. Starfarm
2. Atomic Annie
3. Frog & the Beeftones
(tie) Black Barn Band

Best Folk Artist/Band
1. The Dangling Participles
2. Abbey Hoffman
3. The Wild Honey Collective

Best Hip-Hop Artist/Group
1. Ozay Moore
2. Tony Thompson & Friends
3. Big Sherm
(tie) Sean Mic

Best Jazz Musician/Group
1. MSU Professors of Jazz
2. Phil Denny
3. Jeff Shoup Quartet

Best Local Concert Series
1. Lansing Symphony Orchestra
2.  Meridian Township Summer 
Concert Series
3. Ten Pound Fiddle

Best Local Theater Organization 
1. Riverwalk Theatre
2. Wharton Center for Performing 
Arts
2. Williamston Theatre

Best Mural
1. Lansing River Trail murals
2.  “Maawed Miijim (The One 
Who Provides)”

3. Sycamore Creek Eastwood

Best Pottery Studio 
1. Wheel House Studio
2. Greater Lansing Potters’ Guild
3. REACH Studio Art Center

Best Public Art/Sculpture
1. Big Penny, the Truck-Munching 
Bridge
2. “Portrait of a Dreamer” 
(Gearhead sculpture)
3. “Where The Light Gets In,” 
light installations on MSU campus

Best Rock Artist/Band
1. Atomic Annie
2. Frog & the Beeftones
3. Jimmy Likes Pie

Best Rock Star Over 75 (worldwide)
1. Stevie Nicks
2.  Elton John
3. Bob Seger
(tie) Bruce Springsteen
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Preuss Pets
preusspetsstore.com

1127 N. Cedar St.
517-339-1762

Cami Lle Boucaud and Anthony Lettera feed anchovies to Pancake, a saltwater 
stingray and shop pet at Preuss Pets.

Preuss Pets is a favorite with a half dozen recognitions, including best pet store 
(racking up the most votes for anything in our contest!), the best eye-candy building and 
the second most trustworthy business as well as the best place to work.

Rich Miller, one of Pancake’s friends and handlers at Preuss, said he’s grateful for 
every day with the excitable stingray.

This type of ray typically lives to eight years and 16-year-old Pancake has fully dou-
bled expectations.

Pancake is one of the many attractions at Preuss, he lives in a 375-gallon tank, which 
isn’t the largest one they’ve got.

Preuss has all sorts of other freshwater, scaly, feathered and furry shop pets and 
they’re all worth visiting.

Best Accounting/CPA Firm
1. Simplified Tax - Lansing
2. Liberty Tax
3. Okemos Tax

Best Appliance Repair
1. Lane’s Appliance Sales and 
Service
2. G & W Appliance
3. J & J Appliance & Furniture

Best Audiologist/Hearing Firm
1. Mid-Michigan ENT
2. Advanced Audiology Haslett
3. Advanced Audiology DeWitt

Best Auto Body Shop
1. Frankie D’s Auto & Truck Repair
2. Auto Surgeon
3. Driven Collision

Best Auto Detailing Service 
1. KWIK Car Wash & Express 
Detailing
2. Spot-Les
3. Finish Line Detailing and Coatings

Best Auto Repair Shop
1. Ryan’s Auto Care
2. Scrib’s Autoworks
3. Doc’s Automotive

Best Bank
1. Dart Bank & Loan Center
2. Fifth Third Bank – Grand Ledge
3. Independent Bank

Best Barber Shop
1. East Side Barbershop
2. Douglas J Salon, Barber & 
Medspa
3. Loyalty Barbershop

Best Bicycle Shop
1. Denny’s Central Park Bicycles
2. Lansing Bike Co-op
3. SPIN Bicycle Shop

Best Business IT Support Service
1. Adna Technologies
2. Z-Solutions
3. Knight Service Solutions

Best Car Wash
1. KWIK Car Wash & Express 
Detailing
2. Tommy’s Express Car Wash
3. WhiteWater Express Car Wash

Best Caterer/Catering Service
1. Morton’s Fine Catering
2. Meat BBQ
3. Graze Craze Charcuterie Boards
& Boxes

Best Cemetery
1. Mount Hope Cemetery
2. St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery
3. Evergreen Cemetery

Best Chiropractic Office
1. Creative Wellness
2. Divine Spine Chiropractic 
Wellness
3. Rassel-Daigneault Holistic 
Health Center

Best Cleaning Service
1. Domestic Divas Cleaning Services
2. Dazzle Cleaning Service

3. Maxi Maids

Best Computer Repair Service
1. Capitol Macintosh
2. Adna Technologies
3. Trouble Shooters Tech Support

Best Credit Union
1. MSUFCU - West Road
2. MSUFCU - Mount Hope
3. LAFCU

Best Dance Studio
1. The Hive Dance Studio
2. Ann’s School Of Dance
3. Happendance

Best Day Spa
1. Douglas J Salon & Medspa
2. Zoe Life Spa and Salon
3. Onyx Moon

Best Dentist Office
1. MB Dental Solutions
2. Schaefer Dental Group
3. Portnoy and Tu Family Dentistry

Best Dog Training Business
1. AnnaBelle’s Canine Station
2. Paw City Pet Care
3. Dog Gone Fun

Best Estate Sale Company 
1. Kellie’s Estate Sales
2. Ancestors Estate Sales
3. Tom & Jerry’s Estate Service

Best Facial
1. Douglas J Salon & MedSpa
2. NECTAR body•face•skin
3. Onyx Moon

Best Financial Planner/Company
1. Grace Braatz-Opper-Modern 
Woodmen of America
2. David McNeilly
3. Smalley Investments
(tie) The Scott Lewis Group

Best Funeral Home
1. Gorsline Runciman Funeral 
Homes - DeWitt
2. Palmer Bush & Jensen Family 
Funeral Homes, Lansing Chapel
3. Estes-Leadley, Greater Lansing 
Chapel
(tie) Mills Funeral Home, Peters & 
Murray Chapel

Best Gym/Fitness Studio
1. Michigan Athletic Club
2. Planet Fitness - West Saginaw
3. Westside Community YMCA

Best Hair Salon
1. Bliss Hair Studio
2. Douglas J Salon & Medspa
3. The Artisan Company Salon

Best Heating/Cooling
1. All Star Mechanical
2. Vredevoogd Heating & Cooling
3. Hager Fox Heating & Air 
Conditioning

Best Holistic Healing
1. Creative Wellness
2. Gemstone Hideaway Hut
3. Center of the Healing Arts

See TOTT 2025, Page 19



Best Home Healthcare Company
1. Sparrow Home Care
2. Stoneleigh Residence & Hospice 
of Lansing
3. Bee’s at Home

Best Insurance Agency
1. Rathbun Insurance
2. Grace Braatz-Opper Modern 
Woodmen Of America
3. Trinesha Goebel - State Farm

Best Landscape Company
1. Turf Jockeys
2. R&D Landscape
3. Snyder’s Landscape Design

Best Laser Hair Removal
1. Douglas J Salon & Medspa
2. Mirkin Electrology
3. MSU Aesthetics & Laser 
Treatment Center

Best Law Firm
1. Foster Swift Collins & Smith
2. Conklin Law Firm
3. Grewel Law

Best Local YouTube Channel
1. WKAR Public Media
2. Mango the Quirky Cat
3. Q106

Best Massage Studio
1. Health & Harmony Massage & 
Wellness Center
2. Functional Mobility and Health
3. Douglas J Salon & Medspa

Best Med Spa
1. Skin Boss Med Spa
2. Douglas J Salon & Medspa
3. NECTAR Body•face•skin

Best Moving Service
1. Two Men and a Truck
2. College Hunks Hauling Junk and 
Moving - Lansing
3. Kingsley Moving Systems

Best Music Lessons
1. Elderly Instruments
2. School of Rock
3. Okemos Music Academy

Best Nail Salon
1. Polished Nail Salon
2. Douglas J Salon & Medspa
3. Jenny Nails

Best News Source 
1. City Pulse
2. WKAR Public Media
3. Michigan Public Radio Network

Best Non-Profit Organization
1. Allen Neighborhood Center
2. Capital Area Humane Society
3. Constellation Cat Cafe

Best Pet Grooming
1. Paw City Pet Care
2. Old Town Tails
3. Wag ‘N Tails Pet Resort

Best Pet Rescue
1. Capital Area Humane Society
2. Constellation Cat Cafe
3. Saved by Zade

Best Pharmacy (locally owned)
1. Apothecary Shop
2. Sparrow Pharmacy Plus
3. Central Pharmacy - Lansing
(tie) MSU Health Care Pharmacy
(tie) Ware’s Pharmacy

Best Photography
1. Ariniko Artistry
2. Jena Hovey - McShane 
Photography
3. Autumn Luciano

Best Plumbing Service
1. Michigan Plumbing
2. Aaron’s Plumbing & Mechanical
3. Frook Plumbing & Mechanical

Best Radio Station 
1. WKAR 90.5
2. WITL 100.7
3. WDBM 88.9
(tie) WHZZ 101.7

Best Residential Remodeling Company
1. Odd Fellows Contracting
2. Honey Home Interiors
3. Custom Built Design & 
Remodeling

Best Security Service
1. Honey Home Interiors
2. Securitas Security Services

Best Senior Care Facility
1. Burcham Hills
2. Red Cedar Lodge
3. The Willows at East Lansing

Best Senior Living Community 
1. Burcham Hills
2. Independence Village Grand 
Ledge
(tie) The Willows at East Lansing

Best Storage Unit Facility
1. U-Haul Moving & Storage - 
Waverly Rd
2. AC&E Rentals and Self Storage
(tie) Storage Sense - Lansing

Best Tanning
1. J2 Tanning Grand Ledge
2. Uptown Sun Company
3. Pacific Sun & Wellness - South
Cedar

Best Tattoo Parlor
1. Devils Day Tattoo
2. Splash of Color Tattoo & Piercing
Studio
3. Fish Ladder Tattoo Co.

Best Therapy/Therapist Service
1. Rooted Counseling
2. Wild Ferns Wellness
3. Therapy Today Counseling and 
Consulting

Best Towing Company
1. P.J.’s Towing
2. Northside Service Inc. 
3. H&H Mobil Towing

Best Veterinarian Service
1. Evergreen Veterinary Clinic
2. MSU Veterinary Medical Center
3. Waverly Animal Hospital

Best Wedding Services
1. The Northfork Estate
2. All Grand Events + Floral
3. Tunes by T

Best Wifi/Internet Service Provider
1. Metronet Telecom
2. Xfinity
3. T-Mobile

Best Yoga Studio 
1. Peoples Yoga Studio Lansing
2. Yoga Connect Haslett
3. East Lansing Hot Yoga

Best Antique Shop 
1. The Mega Mall
2. Little Red Schoolhouse
3. Antiques Market of Williamston

Best Art Gallery
1. Broad Art Museum
2. Katalyst Art Gallery & Gift 
Boutique
3. Saper Galleries and Custom 
Framing
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Best Gardening Center
1. Van Atta’s Greenhouse & 
Flower Shop
2. Horrocks Farm Market
3. Christians Greenhouse

Best Gas Station
1. Costco Gas Station
2. Speedway - East Michigan
3. Sam’s Club Gas Station

Best Gift Shop
1. Bad Annie’s Sweary Goods
2. Keans
3. Old Town General Store

Best Grocery Store (locally owned)
1. Horrocks Farm Market
2. Westlund’s Apple Market
3. Eastside Lansing Food Co-Op

Best Hardware Store
1. Vet’s Ace Hardware
2. Great Lakes Ace Hardware
3. Grand Ledge Ace Hardware

Best Jewelry Store
1. Sweet Custom Jewelry
2. Becky Beauchine Kulka Diamonds
and Fine Jewelry
3. Jean Jean Vintage

Best Lingerie Store
1. Cirilla’s

Best Liquor Store
1. Mega-Bev
2. (Oades) Big Ten Party Store West
3. Tom’s Party Store and Wine Shop

Best Metaphysical Store
1. Coyote Wisdom Bookstore
2. Triple Goddess Bookstore
3. Oracle’s Apothecary

Best Musical Instrument Store
1. Elderly Instruments
2. Marshall Music Co.
3. Meridian Winds

Best Organic/Natural Market
1. Trader Joe’s
2. Clean Refillery
3. Eastside Lansing Food Co-Op

Best Pet Store
1. Preuss Pets
2. PetSmart
3. Fur Real Dog Snacks

Best Quality Dairy
1. Quality Dairy, 2233 Cedar St., Holt
2. Quality Dairy, 2400 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing
3. Quality Dairy, 3332 E. Lake 
Lansing Road, East Lansing

Best Record/CD Store
1. Flat Black & Circular
2. The Record Lounge
3. Westlund’s Apple Market

Best Cheese Department
1. Horrocks Farm Market
2. The Cheese Lady
3. MSU Dairy Store

Best Clothing Store (locally owned)
1. Grace Boutique of Old Town
2. Capital Hippie
3. Birch Rack Clothier

Best Farmer’s Market
1. Meridian Township Farmers 
Market
2. Allen Farmer’s Market
3. Holt Farmers Market

Best Florist
1. Van Atta’s Greenhouse & 
Flower Shop
2. Horrocks Farm Market
3. Hyacinth House

Best Furniture Store
1. Pilgrim House Furniture
2. Dicker & Deal Furniture & More
3. Bradly’s HG

Best Game Shop
1. Summit Comics & Games
2. Homebrew Tabletop Game 
Lounge
3. Hoplite Games

Best Art Supply Store
1. Odd Nodd Art Supply
2. Michaels
3. Hobby Lobby

Best Auto Dealership
1. Shaheen Chevrolet of Lansing
2. Williams Subaru
3. Spartan Toyota

Best Beer Selection in a Retail Store
1. Horrocks Farm Market
2. Mega-Bev
3. (Oades) Big Ten Party Store West

Best Bookstore (locally owned)
1. Schuler Books
2. Deadtime Stories
3. Hooked

Best Butcher Shop
1. Monticello’s Market & Butcher 
Block
2. Mert’s Specialty Meats
3. Westlund’s Apple Market

Best Candy Store
1. Fabiano’s Candies
2. Horrocks Farm Market
3. Peanut Shop
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Sycamore Creek’s Eastwood campus and mural
2200 Lake Lansing Road

sycamorecreekchurch.org/eastwood

The new mural, by Dustin Hunt, at Sycamore Creek United Methodist Church’s East-
wood campus is hard to miss. It’s a bright abstract illustration helping to mark the build-
ing as different from others and as an arts and culture hub. The building also is known 
as the Stage One Performing Arts Center, the name of a ministry based in the building.

See TOTT 2025, Page 21
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Best Sex Shop 
1. Cirilla’s
2.  Metro Retro
3. Deja Vu Love Boutique

Best Thrift or Consignment Shop
1. Thrift Witch
2. St Vincent de Paul Society and 
Thrift Store
3. Volunteers of America Thrift 
Store 

Best Tire Store
1. Discount Tire - Okemos
2. Discount Tire - S. Pennsylvania
3. Belle Tire

Best Used Car Dealership
1. Williams Subaru
2. Sundance Chevrolet
3. Spartan Toyota

Best Vape Shop 
1. Wild Bill’s Tobacco
2. Puff Puff Tobacco - East Lansing
3. Mister-E’s Vape Shop

Best Wine Shop 
1. Horrocks Beer Garden
2. Dusty’s Cellar
3. Vine & Brew

Best Axe Throwing Venue
1. High Caliber Karting and 
Entertainment
2. Zap Zone XL
3. Moriarty’s Pub

Best Category We Didn’t Think of
1. Best STUPID - Lansing
2. Best Handyman Services
3. Best Appetizer

Best Eye Candy Building
1. Preuss Pets
2. Michigan State Capitol
3. Broad Art Museum

Best Facebook Group or Page (local)
1. STUPID - Lansing
2. Lansing Foodies
3. 517 Living Community

Best High School
1. Grand Ledge High School
2. East Lansing High School
3. Okemos High School

Best Historical Place
1. Big Penny, the Truck-Munching 
Bridge
2. Michigan State Capitol
3. Old Town

Best Instagram Account (local)
1. Lansing Facts
2. Old Town Lansing
3. Avenue Lansing

Best Local Art Festival
1. East Lansing Art Festival
2. Old Town ScrapFest
3. A Festival of Oddities

Best Local Event/Festival
1. Lansing Pride
2. East Lansing Art Festival
3. A Festival of Oddities

Best New Business
1. Phillips Cider Bar and Market
2. The Cheese Lady
3. Dunk’d

Best Outdoor Adventure Venue
1. Hiking the Ledges at Fitzgerald Park
2. Lansing River Trail
3. Uncle John’s Cider Mill

Best Place to Cry in Public
1. Frandor Parking Lot
2. Big Penny, the Truck Munching 
Bridge
3. Sleepwalker Spirits and Ale

Best Place to Find Quiet
1. Fenner Nature Center
2. Constellation Cat Cafe
3. That weird lighted waterfall by
Marshall Music

Best Place to Work
1. Constellation Cat Cafe
2. Preuss Pets
3. Flour Child Bakery
 (tie) Michigan State University

Best Shop Pet
1. Pancake the Stingray || Preuss 
Pets
2. Morrison and Hendrix || 
Deadtime Stories
3. Zeus || Soulful Earth Herbals

Best Florist Best Gardening Center

������������������
�������

We're proud to be listed with the other Top 3 
�orists and garden centers, and we are humbled 

and appreciative of this honor! Our customers’ 
support and con�dence mean the world to us as 

an employee-owned business!
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Best Staycation Hotel in Lansing
1. The English Inn
2. Graduate East Lansing
3. Wild Goose Inn

Best Vehicle Ever Made in Lansing 
1. Oldsmobile 442
2. Olds Delta 88
3. REO Motors Speedwagon

Best Wifi Spot
1. Constellation Cat Café
2. CADL – Downtown Lansing
3. Flour Child Bakery

Cleanest Public Restroom
1. Flour Child Bakery
2. Capital Region International 
Airport
3. Pizzano’s

In Memoriam: Businesses Lost
1. DeLuca’s Restaurant
2. Curvaceous Lingerie
3. October Moon

Most Trustworthy Business
1. Playmakers
2. Preuss Pets
3. Deadtime Stories

Worst Eyesore
1. Garno Trump House on Michigan
Avenue
2. SkyVue Apartments
3. Broad Museum

Worst Pothole (Specific Location) 
1. Grand River from Frandor 
heading west
2. Mt. Hope near Aurelius
3. All of Kalamazoo Street

ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE

1905

Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design
Signs • Banners • T-Shirts •Logos

As Seen On the Cover of CityPulse
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Musty Basement?
WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This 
is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply 
and the offer may not be available in your area.  If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by 
telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated 
technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
Plus FREE 

Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

1-866-990-1721
CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Basement Waterproofi ng
Crawl Space Service

Indoor Air Quality
Foundation Repair
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
A couple of weeks ago, I was walking 

past the monarch butterfly house at 
Lansing’s Fenner Nature Center when 
a breathless 4-year-old girl hailed me 
from afar, leaving the rest of her family 
behind.

“We saw a tookey!” she shouted. 
Thanksgiving was a week away. Tur-
keys were on everyone’s mind.

People go to Fenner to relax, walk the 
paths and breathe in some nature, but 
they often end up getting an unexpected 
thrill. I didn’t see the turkey, but a few 
minutes later, a bald eagle tore a spec-
tacular loop over the trail directly ahead, 
carrying a squirming squirrel in its talons.

As if that weren’t enough excite-
ment, a pissed-off hawk, barely half 
the size of the eagle, followed in righ-
teous pursuit.

Fenner, this year’s Top of the Town 
winner for Best Nature Center, is a 
hallowed haven with a long history of 
connecting people to nature, and it has 
lot of new programs, events and facili-
ties coming up in the next year.

Visitors delight in quiet paths lined 
by ancient trees, ponds teeming with 
turtles and forestland full of orioles, 
warblers, bluebirds and the deer that 
browse the meadows and woods.

“Some people only have time to stop 
by on their lunch break and hang out 
in the parking lot for a few minutes,” 
Fenner Conservancy director Gabe 
Biber said. “Other people are heading 
off trails, deep into the woods. There 
are so many different ways people 
come here and interact with nature.”

Some kids come just to say “hello” to 
Bowser, a 30-pound snapping turtle 
named after the chelonian nemesis of 
gaming icon Mario and one of several 
popular Animal Ambassadors housed 
in or near the visitor’s center.

Many local residents know Fenner 
from its two major annual events, the 
Maple Syrup Festival in March and 
Apple Butter Festival in October. Both 
festivals are community treasures with 
a 50-year history.

Next year, the park plans to add a 
third major event, World Birding Day 
at Fenner, in conjunction with Interna-
tional Migratory Bird Day on May 9.

“Fenner is a unique spot to see a 
lot of special birds,” Biber said. “Folks 
come here from all over the world to 
add birds to their lists.” The event will 

also bring Fenner back to its roots as 
a nature center under Joan Brigham, 
the park’s chief naturalist from 1970 to 
1982.

“This place was an arboretum, with 
roads going through it where visitors 
could drive all over the property,” Biber 
said. “She was the inspirational force 
that helped turn the corner for this 
to be more of a naturalized place, for 
people to get out of their vehicles and 
explore.”

Winter only diversifies the opportu-
nities for tracking nature’s never-end-
ing cycle. Naturalists will lead an “Owl 
Prowl,” a sunset search for the three 

owl species that inhabit the park, at 5 
p.m. Jan. 10.

The nonprofit Fenner Conservancy 
leases the nature center, along with 60 
acres in nearby Sycamore Creek Park 
(formerly a driving range), from the 
city for a nominal fee.

Grants, private donations and a vig-
orous volunteer force help keep the 
park in pristine condition.

Fenner’s educational programs 
stretch from preschool to elementary 
and from secondary school to univer-
sity-based research for Lansing Com-
munity College and Michigan State 
University students, and their reach 

continues to grow. In 2022, the for-
mer driving range’s pro shop at Syc-
amore Creek Park was converted into 
Fenner Nature Preschool, with the 
help of a $47,000 grant from the Dart 
Foundation. The preschool brings na-
ture-based learning to kids from 3 to 
5.

Next year, Fenner plans to pilot what 
Biber called “the first all-outdoor pre-
school in the state of Michigan,” to be 
hosted at the Fenner visitors center.

“The demand for preschool is a huge 
issue, here and across the nation,” Bib-
er said. “That is a critical area where we 
need to keep on expanding services.”

If you’re an even smaller person, 
Fenner will soon have you covered. 
The Fenner Nature Playscape at Syc-
amore Creek Park is scheduled to 
open in spring 2026 in the old driving 
range area. There will be tunnels, pits, 
boulders, logs and running water that 
encourage open-ended “risky play” 
(but not really risky) for kids under 5 
years old. The conservancy is taking 
input on the project at its website, 
mynaturecenter.org.

Many of the young people who come 
to Fenner as part of an educational 
program are having their first experi-
ence of the natural world. Fenner ed-
ucation director Samuel Ansaldi said 
kids come to the center year-round, 
and not just via single-day field trips. 
Elementary school kids spend an en-
tire week at Fenner in an immersive 
program developed in tandem with 
the national nonprofit group Annie’s 
Big Nature Lesson.

“Bringing a class out here for a field 
trip is wonderful, but bringing them 
for an entire week is spectacular,” An-
saldi said.

Hundreds of Lansing-area kids ex-
perience Fenner each year at summer 
camps. A new “adventure-style camp” 
aimed at middle schoolers will be 
launched in 2026.

Every other Saturday, corps of vol-
unteers can be seen managing invasive 
species and doing other crucial jobs at 
Fenner.

“Without our volunteer force, we 
couldn’t accomplish the tasks we need 
to accomplish,” said volunteer and 
stewardship coordinator Dylan Lalle-
mand. “But also, having people from 
the Lansing community contribute 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Come for the calm, stay for the thrills at Fenner Nature Center

Courtesy photo

Fenner’s educational programs stretch from preschool to elementary and from 
secondary school to university-based research for LCC and MSU students.

Courtesy photo

Many local residents know Fenner Nature Center from its two major annual events, 
the Apple Butter Festival in October and the Maple Syrup Festival in March.

See Fenner, Page 24
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and be a part of Fenner, and have that 
ownership, is something I absolutely 
love when I’m working with our vol-
unteers.”

Maintaining the integrity of the 
park’s native flora is a never-ending, ev-
er-evolving job. Volunteers clear out in-
vasive herbaceous plants like garlic mus-
tard, dame’s rocket and motherwort, 
along with “woodies” (woody shrubs) 
like amur honeysuckle and buckthorn.

Most recently, the park has been in-
vaded by the deceptively named, high-
ly invasive tree of heaven. Lallemand 

and the volunteers are hustling to root 
out the trees before their dreaded in-
sect companion, the destructive spot-
ted lanternfly, appears on the scene. 
Volunteers also clear brush, pick up 
litter, groom the trails, help monitor 
bluebird boxes and perform multiple 
jobs at big events like the Apple Butter 
Festival, Maple Syrup Festival and the 
upcoming World Birding Day in May.

“We have outdoor and indoor op-
portunities,” Lallemand said. About 
800 volunteers pitched in at Fenner 
in 2024, from organized groups of 
students to curious kids and their par-
ents. “Every kid can pull an herbaceous 
plant,” Lallemand said. “They love do-
ing it.”

Fenner
from page 23

By CHRIS SILVA
In Michigan’s flooded cannabis mar-

ket, Lansing’s own Pro Gro — the cul-
tivation heart of the retail powerhouse 
Pure Options — isn’t just surviving; 
it’s dominating. Once again, the brand 
has swept the Top of the Town awards, 
proving that Lansing residents still fa-
vor craft product, grown by a crew with 
genuine roots in the region’s original 
caregiver community.

The victory is more than a trophy 
for Pro Gro/Pure Options flower; it’s 
a total validation of their seed-to-sale 
model. For a business that started 
small and stayed local, Pro Gro/Pure 
Options’ consistent victory lap is a 
powerful message to the national me-
ga-brands moving into Michigan: You 
can’t buy this kind of credibility.

Top of the Town sweep: The Pro Gro 
medal count

Lansing voters spoke, recognizing the 
depth of Pro Gro’s quality across the 
board. Pro Gro and Pure Options se-
cured numerous top-shelf wins across 
both cultivation and retail categories, 
making them the indisputable cham-
pions of “Lansterdam.” They racked up 
Best Cannabis Growing Brand and Best 
Retail Location, along with Best Con-
centrate (both solvent and non-solvent) 
and Best Hybrid and Indica.

This consistent quality is a legacy 
that Pro Gro is fiercely proud to have. 
Pure Options is Pro Gro, at least for 
our purposes, because they are owned 
by the same people. They represent a 
true seed-to-sale operation built on the 
meticulous standards of the old-school 
Lansing caregivers who first built the 
foundation for cannabis culture here. 
This isn’t corporate weed; it’s craft ele-
vated to commercial scale.

The foundation: a cannabis kingpin’s 
territory

The roots of this dynasty are deeply 
local. The cultivation facility, Pro Gro’s 
massive operation, is housed not in 
some anonymous industrial park, but 
at a site with a true Lansing legacy: the 
former Pro Bowl bowling alley at 2122 
N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. It’s a 
powerful symbol of repurposing local 
landmarks for a new, burgeoning in-
dustry.

The retail side also honors local histo-
ry and caters to the true enthusiast. The 
Pure Options Lansing Midtown loca-
tion (500 E. Oakland Ave.), which took 
the win for Best Indoor Grow Store, is 
essential for the cultivation communi-

ty, as it is the primary location where 
the brand sells cannabis clones. This 
continuity from local growing supply 
to award-winning retail speaks to the 
brand’s commitment to Lansing’s can-
nabis heritage.

The man behind the operation, Sam 
Usman Jr., has been a pivotal force in 
the effort for legalization and for pro-
tecting the integrity of the cannabis in-
dustry in general.

Usman serves as a board member of 
the Michigan Cannabis Industry Asso-
ciation, an organization now locked in 
a high-stakes legal battle with the state. 
MiCIA is leading the charge in a major 
lawsuit fighting the impending 24% 
wholesale tax on cannabis. The organi-
zation argues that the tax is an uncon-

stitutional violation of the voter-initiat-
ed 2018 law because it failed to secure 
the required three-fourths legislative 
supermajority. For local businesses al-
ready facing razor-thin margins, this tax 
is widely seen as an industry killer that 
threatens to push consumers straight 
back to the illicit market. Usman and 
MiCIA are leading the charge to stop it.

The edge: Concentrates and the 
reign of Rainbow Belts

The sweep wouldn’t be complete 
without recognizing the quality coming 
out of the lab. Pro Gro/Pure Options 
locked up the Best Solvent Concen-
trate category for their Rainbow Belts 
extract. Rainbow Belts is consistently 
recognized for delivering a clean, po-
tent and intensely flavorful experience. 
It’s the product of an obsessive com-
mitment to precision — from the flow-
er used in the extraction process to the 
final, solvent-free purge — proving that 
in Lansing, the best stuff hits hardest 
and tastes the cleanest.

You can find the award-winning Pro 
Gro flower and concentrates at Pure 
Options’ Lansing locations: Lansing 
South (5815 S. Pennsylvania Ave.), the 
Lansing Midtown (500 E. Oakland 
Ave.), and East Lansing/Frandor (125 
N. Clippert St.). They’re more than dis-
pensaries; they’re the face of Lansing’s 
homegrown cannabis royalty.

The kings of Lansterdam: How Pure Options and Pro Gro built a dynasty on old-school quality
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Pure Options/
Pro Gro

Pure Options was voted as one of the best locations and suppliers of various cannabis 
products.

Courtesy photo

A group hikes the trails at Fenner Nature Center.
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By COURTNEY BOWERMAN
Music runs in Elijah Ahmad Lewis’ 

family.
“I started in the industry when I was 7 

years old,” Lewis said. “My dad is a mu-
sic producer and musician, my mother 
works in marketing and sales and was 
also an actress, and my uncle (James 
Warren Taylor) was the lead singer of 
Kool & the Gang. So, coming up in the 
industry was my life.”

Since 2014, Lewis has performed in 
a variety of Broadway shows and tours, 
including “Motown: The Musical” and 
“Ain’t Too Proud: The Life and Times of 
the Temptations.” He’s now starring as 
Scarecrow in the North American tour 
of “The Wiz,” which eases on down to 
the Wharton Center Tuesday (Dec. 9) 
through Dec. 14.

A retelling of “The Wizard of Oz,” 
“The Wiz” debuted on 
Broadway in 1975 and 
was adapted into a 1978 
film starring Diana Ross 
and Michael Jackson. It 
was revived in a brand-
new touring production 
from fall 2023 to spring 
2024, which paused for 
a limited engagement 
on Broadway from April 
through August 2024 
before resuming in Feb-
ruary.

Lewis originally auditioned for the 
roles of Scarecrow and Tinman in the 
Broadway show. Although the Scare-
crow part initially went to his good 
friend Avery Wilson, he was summoned 
back to lead the national tour.

“A lot of us grew up on the movie,” 
Lewis said. “The great thing about this 
version of the show is how our creative 
team (director Schele Williams, writer 
Amber Ruffin, choreographer JaQuel 
Knight and music supervisor Joseph 
Joubert) came together to combine the 
original Broadway show and the movie.”

For instance, they included Scare-
crow’s memorable solo “You Can’t Win,” 
which was written for the film. Since 
it wasn’t in the original show, Lewis is 
thrilled to be performing it.

“People always ask me if I’m intim-
idated by playing (Scarecrow), being 
that Michael was the last one to make 
it iconic. I’m not intimidated by it. I’m 
honored to step into the shoes and pay 
homage to what he did — and to what 
Hinton Battle did, who originated it on 
Broadway,” he said. “To be able to sing 
the song that was created for Michael 
is also pretty amazing. I think he’d be 
proud of how I honor him.”

Lewis also loves tapping into his co-
medic side for Scarecrow’s funnier mo-

ments. However, his favorite part about 
playing the character is the special bond 
he shares with Dorothy, Tinman and 
Lion.

“In the show, Scarecrow is Dorothy’s 
best friend,” he said. “It’s the first person 
she meets. I wouldn’t say he’s the group 
leader, because Dorothy is the group 
leader, but because he is acquainted 
with Oz and Dorothy is not, it’s that 
partnership between the two of them 
that brings the rest of the heroes togeth-
er.”

He went on to praise his fellow cast 
members Dana Cimone (Dorothy), D. 
Jerome (Tinman), Cal Mitchell (Lion), 
Sheherazade (Glinda), Kyla Jade (Evil-
lene/Aunt Em) and Alan Mingo Jr. (The 
Wiz), and how much fun they had creat-
ing their own version of Oz.

“You have to bring yourself to these 
roles because 
they’re not 
actual peo-
ple,” he said. 
“We all bring 
something to 
it, and our vi-
brations are so 
great together. 
We find new 
things, and we 
keep certain 
elements that 

were in the original production for the 
revival.”

Although he loves performing the 
whole show, his favorite number is “Be 
A Lion.” It begins as what he describes 
as a “solo-et” (solo and duet) between 
Dorothy and Lion before gradually be-
coming a quartet of all four heroes.

“It’s such a powerful arrangement in 
how it encapsulates the end of Act I with 
trying to get to the land of Oz and see 
the Wiz,” he said. “That arrangement 
blows the audience away every night.”

“The Wiz” has marked a defining 
moment in Black culture since it first 
hit the stage. As the show celebrates 50 
years, Lewis said he and the rest of the 
cast are very aware of how significant it 
has become.

“This is such an iconic show for our 
African American culture and commu-
nity,” he said. “Everything in the show is 
a delight to tap into every night. It is a 
show of joy, liberation and happiness.”

Lewis said fans of “The Wiz” will ap-
preciate how the tour pays tribute to 
past iterations of the story, but even 
first-time viewers are bound to enjoy it.

“Musical theater is that medium that 
lifts your spirits and takes your mind 
off reality for two-and-a-half hours,” he 
said. “Come have a good time, sing the 
songs and join us in Oz!”

Elijah Ahmad Lewis talks ‘The Wiz’ 50th anniversary tour

Behind 
the Curtain
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Photo by Jeremy Daniel

Elijah Ahmad Lewis as Scarecrow and Dana Cimone as Dorothy in the North American 
tour of “The Wiz.” 

Climate Change Theatre Action
Noon and 7 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 3
LCC Black Box Theatre
411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing
lcc.edu/showinfo

“Frozen Jr.” 
Thursday, Dec. 4-Saturday, Dec. 6
7 p.m. Thursday-Saturday
3 p.m. Saturday
Dwight Rich School of the Arts
2600 Hampden Drive, Lansing
midwaytheatercompany.org

“MSU UnScripted”
Thursday, Dec. 4-Sunday, Dec. 7
7:30 p.m. Thursday-Saturday
2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday
Studio 60 Theatre
542 Auditorium Road, East Lansing
theatre.msu.edu

“Holiday at Lebowsky”
Friday, Dec. 5-Sunday, Dec. 7 and Dec. 
12-14
7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday
2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday
6:30 p.m. Sunday
Lebowsky Center for Performing Arts
122 E. Main St., Owosso
lebowskycenter.com

Improv Showcase
7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 9
LCC Black Box Theatre
411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing
lcc.edu/showinfo

“The Wiz”
Tuesday, Dec. 9- Dec. 14
7:30 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday
2 p.m. Saturday
1 and 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Wharton Center Cobb Great Hall
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
whartoncenter.com

“The Nutcracker”
7 p.m. Dec. 12
Hannah Community Center
819 Abbot Road, East Lansing
allofusexpress.org

10-Minute Fall Play Festival
3 and 7 p.m. Dec 14
LCC Black Box Theatre
411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing
lcc.edu/showinfo

December theater productions:
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By LEO V. KAPLAN
Colton Hughes 

learned interior de-
sign by crafting the 
relaxing, classical, el-
ement-themed rooms 
at Element Massage, 
the downtown Lan-

sing massage parlor he 
has run for 10 years.

His next venture? A 
dungeon.

It started with extra 
space. He was renting 
Suite B in the Atrium 
building’s garden level 
as an expansion of El-

ement Massage, which takes up Suite A. 
But that meant three rooms and a lobby, 
and Element only needed two rooms.

“I just had this extra room, and it was 
in spring that I was like, ‘Hey, what if?’” 
he said.

Hughes and co-owner Wyatt Russ will 
launch that space as Dungeons & Flag-
ons with a grand opening on Thursday 
(Dec. 4). Hughes and Russ collaborated 
to create a premium venue for tabletop 
role-playing games, complete with over 

600 miniatures, a custom-built table, a 
map with an overhead projector and an 
immersive, dungeon-inspired gaming 
room.

The grand opening will feature a cos-
tume contest; the winner gets a free game 
in the new space.

“Our target market is the group of peo-
ple that want the most out of their D&D 
session,” Russ said. “We have all the bells 
and whistles.”

The space was crafted with the same fo-
cus on immersion as the themed rooms in 
Element Massage, the co-owners said.

“Massaging for so long, typically I was 
working in areas that were just a white 
room with an overhead light,” Russ said. 
“The people that come into Element and 
just marvel at it — we wanted that for this. 
We wanted people to step in and feel like, 
‘Oh, this isn’t a garden-level suite in this 
building, this is a dungeon that we’re in.’”

Alongside a litany of decorations and 
features sure to please any long-time game 
master, the business offers for-rent dun-
geon masters for Dungeons & Dragons, the 
iconic tabletop roleplaying game.

Interested players can book games on-
line. A two-hour room rental costs $160, 

while a 6-hour rental costs $340. Split 
among a 7-person group — the most the 
room can fit — that’s about $8 per person, 
per hour. It’s much higher than the typical 
D&D room-and-board price of free.

Hughes said the game room is meant 
to be a premium option and distinct from 
homes or game shops, where people often 
play for cheap or free. Hughes and Russ’ 
premium tabletop gaming experience is 
for those celebrating a final session or a 
birthday, or who just want to take their 

experience to the next level.
One group, celebrating a five-year cam-

paign’s final session, has already booked 
the space, Hughes said.

The project aims to continue the revital-
ization of the historic Atrium building, the 
former Strand Theatre, which reopened as 
office and retail space in 1984. The open-
ing of Dungeons & Flagons, and of Craig 
Ryan Fine Clothing in September, follows 
the in-progress Tower on Grand skyscrap-
er, which is expected to be connected to the 
building via a walkway over Grand Avenue.

Hughes and Russ’ eyes gleam as they 
talk about their next steps: scavenger hunt 
“sidequests” to encourage people to ex-
plore the area, which they hope to debut 
in the spring, and the next parts of a three-
phase plan for Dungeons & Flagons.

Their ultimate goal is to have a Renais-
sance faire-style medieval-themed tavern 
in Lansing. Alongside food and drink, the 
tavern would have a communal space for 
tabletop gaming as well as themed rooms 
like their dungeon room.

“That was always our lofty goal, and we 
just kind of figured, why not start small?” 
Hughes said. “So we started here.”

Leo V. Kaplan/City Pulse

The gaming room at Dungeons & 
Flagons was designed as an upscale 
tabletop roleplaying experience. It has a 
custom-built table, a map with a projec-
tor and foam “Brick” walls by House of 
Eldridge, creators out of Freeport.

Dungeons & Flagons offers ‘premium’ tabletop experience

Dungeons & 
Flagons

215 S. Washington 
Square, Ste. B, 
Lansing
Open noon-10 p.m. 
Thurs-Sun. Games 
can be booked online 
at www.dnf.games
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Here are two of your 
birthrights as an Aries: to be the spark that ignites 
the fire and the trailblazer who doesn’t wait for 
permission. I invite you to embody both of those 
roles to the max in the coming weeks. But keep 
these caveats in mind: Your flame should provide 
light and warmth but not rouse scorching agitation. 
Your intention should be to lead the way, not stir 
up drama or demand attention. Be bold and 
innovative, my dear, but always with rigorous 
integrity. Be sensitive and receptive as you unleash 
your gorgeous courage. In my vision of your 
future, you’re the wise guide who inspires and 
includes, who innovates and reflects. You fight for 
interdependence, not dominance. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Here’s a key theme: 
microdoses of courage. You don’t need to summon 
splashy acts of epic heroism. Subtle rebellions 
against numbness and ignorance may be all that’s 
required. Your understated superpowers will be 
tactful surges of honesty and gentle interventions 
in challenging transitions. So be brave in ways that 
feel manageable, Taurus. Don’t push yourself to be 
a fearless warrior. The trembling truth teller is your 
best role model. As an experiment to get started, 
say yes to two things that make you nervous but 
don’t terrify you. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your inner ear contains 
three canals filled with fluid. They act like 
gyroscopes, telling you which way is up, how fast 
you’re moving and when to stop. Your ability to 
maintain your balance depends on their loyal 
service. Without them, you couldn’t orient yourself 
in space. Moral of the story: You stabilize yourself 
through constant adjustment. Let’s make this 
a metaphor for your current assignment. Your 
ability to remain poised, centered and grounded 
will require ongoing adaptations. It won’t work 
to remain still and fixed. You will have to keep 
calibrating and adapting. 

CANCERIAN (June 21-July 22): Let’s extol the value of 
productive confusion: the disorienting state when 
your old maps no longer match the territory. Your 
beloved certainties shudder and dissipate, and you 
don’t know what you don’t know. This isn’t a failure 
of understanding, but the ripe precondition for a 
breakthrough. The caterpillar doesn’t smoothly 
or instantly transition into a butterfly. First, it 
dissolves into chaotic goo and simmers there for 
a while. Conclusion: Stay in the not knowing a little 
longer. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Coffee from Java, orchids from 
Iceland and grapes from Vesuvius, Italy: What do 
these bounties have in common? They flourish in 
the extra fertile soil created by volcanic eruptions. 
The molten lava that initially leveled everything in 
its path later cooled and became a repository of 
rich nutrients. I expect a milder version of this 
theme for you, Leo. Events and energies that 
at first cause disruption will eventually become 
vitalizing and even healing. Challenges will lead to 
nourishment. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Gardeners in Japan spend 
years training bonsai trees to grow into elegant 
shapes. The process requires extraordinary 
patience, close listening and an intimate 
relationship with an ever-changing life form. I invite 
you to approach your current projects with this 
mindset. You may feel tempted to expedite the 
growth that’s unfolding. You might feel pressure 
to “complete” or “optimize.” But the flourishing 
of your work depends on subtle attunement, not 
brute progress. Pay tender attention to what 
wants to emerge slowly. Tend to it with care. 
Time is your collaborator, not your enemy. You’re 
weaving lasting beauty. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The Swedish concept of 
“lagom” means “not too much, not too little, but 
just right.” It suggests that the best option may 
be in the middle rather than the extremes. Yes, 
sometimes that means an uneasy compromise. 
But more often, it’s how the power and virtue 
come fully alive and thrive. Many people don’t like 

this fact of life. They are fixated on the delusion 
that more is always better. In the coming weeks, 
Libra, I invite you to be a connoisseur of lagom. To 
do it right, you may have to strenuously resist peer 
pressure and groupthink. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In Bangkok markets, 
elderly women sell caged birds. Why? For the 
specific purpose of releasing them. Those who 
buy a captive sparrow or dove immediately open 
the cage door and let the creature fly away in a 
symbolic gesture of compassion and spiritual 
aspiration. It’s a Buddhist act believed to bring 
good karma to the person who sets the bird free. 
I invite you to imagine yourself performing this 
sacrament, Scorpio, or perhaps conducting an 
actual ritual with the equivalent purpose. Now is a 
fun and fertile time to liberate an outdated belief, 
a conversation you keep replaying or a version of 
yourself that’s no longer relevant. Take your cue 
from the signs that appear in the Bangkok market: 
“Letting go is a form of prayer.”

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): The world’s oldest 
known musical composition is the Hurrian Hymn 
No. 6. It was discovered etched on clay tablets 
in Syria, dating back to 1400 B.C. When finally 
decoded and performed, it revealed harmonies 
that still resonate with modern listeners. Your 
projects in the coming months could share this 
timeless quality, Sagittarius. You will have an 
enhanced power to bridge your past and your 
future. A possibility you’ve been nurturing for 
months or even years may finally ripen into 
beautiful completion. Watch for opportunities 
to synergize tradition with innovative novelty or 
deep-rooted marvels with sweet, breezy forms of 
expression. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): I’m taking a risk here 
by urging you cautious Capricorns to at least flirt 
with the Finnish tradition of drinking alcohol at 
home alone in your underwear with no intention 
of going out. I’m certainly not encouraging you to 
get so hammered that you can’t safely wander 
outdoors. My point is to give yourself permission 
to celebrate your amazing, mysterious, beautiful 
life with a bout of utterly uninhibited relaxation and 
totally indulgent contentment. I authorize you to be 
loose and free and even slightly irresponsible. Let 
your private pleasures reign supreme. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- Feb. 18): In the Quechua language, 
the word “ayllu” refers to a kinship system not just 
of people, but of animals, ancestors, dreams and 
nature. To be aligned with one’s ayllu is to live in 
reciprocity, in the ongoing exchange of care and 
meaning among the entire web of life. “We belong to 
what we love,” the Quechua elders say. Aquarius, 
I believe you’re being asked to focus on your ayllu. 
Who or what comprises your circle of belonging? 
Which beings, places and unseen presences help 
weave the pattern of your treasured destiny? 
Whom do you create for — not as audience, but 
as kin who receive and answer your song? As you 
nourish your connections in the coming weeks, 
pay special attention to those who respect your 
idiosyncrasies. It’s not your birthright to simply fit 
in. Your utter uniqueness is one of your greatest 
gifts, and it’s your sacred duty to give it. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In Yoruba cosmology, 
the divine spirit Oshun presides over rivers, love, 
beauty and sweet water. But her sweetness isn’t a 
weakness. It’s a sublime power, as evidenced by 
how her waters once restored life to the barren 
Earth when every other force had failed. You 
Pisceans are now channeling extra strong currents 
of Oshun energy. Your tenderness is magnetic. 
Your imaginative flourishes are as valuable as 
gold. And your love, when rooted in your sovereign 
self-respect, is healing. But don’t let your nurturing 
be exploited. Choose wisely where you share 
your bounty. The right people will honor your flow, 
not judge it or try to change it. Your duty is to be 
uninhibitedly yourself and let your lyrical truths 
ripple freely. 

Jonesin' Crossword                                         By Matt Jones

“All In Order” -- at 
least the first 12.
by Matt Jones
© 2025 Matt Jones

ACROSS
1. Mag with quizzes
6. Honey structure
10. Obsolete tape 
players
14. Cymbals with a 
foot pedal
15. Largest oceanic 
dolphin
16. “Hi” on the high 
seas
17. Certain Scottish 
girl’s lessons with 
designer Bill?
20. Worm work?
21. Feeling awful
22. Hits the mall
23. Long shocker
24. Gilbert & 
Sullivan’s “Princess 
___”
25. Equalize
26. Removes 
moisture from a 
Great Lake’s fast-food 
side?
31. “Hamilton” creator 
___-Manuel Miranda
32. Mooch in the 
“Mutts” comic, e.g.
33. Org. that looks 
over Heat and 
Thunder
34. Cereal holders
37. Ruin
38. Eleanor in a 
Beatles song
40. Actress de Armas
41. Gained
42. Granola bit
43. Reached the 
temperature of some 
Greek vowels?
50. The most recent 
Bond
51. “___ be a 
pleasure!”
52. Former “All Things 

Considered” co-host 
Shapiro
53. Catches, as fly 
balls
54. Raw material
55. Bowie rock genre
56. Nebulous 
area between a 
“Simpsons” bully and 
the late MMA fighter 
Slice?
59. Stressed type 
(abbr.)
60. Jacob’s twin 
brother, in the Bible
61. Boston NHLer
62. It may be 
dominant
63. “Atlas Shrugged” 
author
64. Carbonated 
beverages

DOWN
1. Went after
2. More obsequious
3. “Okay to proceed?”
4. Zorro accessory
5. Post-fourth qtr. 

periods
6. Neck piece
7. Type of exam
8. Hosts
9. Rock band member
10. “Love! ___! 
Compassion!” 
(Terrence McNally 
play-turned-film)
11. Lip issue
12. “Friends” friend
13. Part of PBS, for 
short
18. 46th U.S. 
President
19. One who gets to 
cooking
24. Egyptian goddess 
of fertility
25. Shred
27. Letter-shaped 
pipe
28. Words of 
resignation
29. Recede
30. For example
34. Do some grocery 
work
35. Sean ___ Lennon

36. Sentinel
37. “Switched-On 
Bach” synthesizer
38. Night visit to the 
fridge
39. Lance of the O.J. 
Trial
41. Feline feeler
42. ___ Bi-Flex 
(immune support 
supplement brand)
44. Fine for farming
45. Tapioca 
alternative
46. 1997 basketball 
film that brought on 
sequels
47. Collection of 
Jewish laws
48. “Lawrence of ___” 
(1962 epic)
49. Carly and Paul, 
for two
53. Locale
54. Qatar neighbor
55. Copter ancestor
56. Dublin dance
57. “This ___ test”
58. Scale amts.

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)    	       Answers on page 31

SUDOKU	 Advanced

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                                 Dec. 3-9, 2025
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East Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

“A Sherlock Carol” - Two beloved classic tales. One 
thrilling new mystery. 2 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 
S. Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org. 

Acting 101 Class for Teens & Adults - Meets twice per 
week. 7-8 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com. 

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - Meets 
twice per week. 8-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacen-
ter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow Urgent 
Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. cmialanon.
org.

Capital Area Audubon Meeting - Topics: Bird City 

Michigan and chimney swift conservation. Present-
ers: Linda Smith, director of partnerships, and Chad 
Machinski, conservation manager. 7 p.m. Michigan 
Nature Association, 2310 Science Parkway, Okemos. 
capitalareaaudubon.org. 

Capital Area Modelers Society Meeting - Learn 
about building scale models, display what you’re 
working on and get to know others interested in 
the hobby. 6:30-8 p.m. Judson Baptist Church, 531 
Glendale Ave., Lansing. capitalareamodelerssociety.
wordpress.com.

Class Series: Beginning Ukulele for the Family - Par-
ticipants will learn a brief history of the instrument 
and all the basics they need to get started playing. 
Ages 8+. Registration req. 6-7 p.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. gladl.org.

holiday treats. No RSVP required! Noon-7 p.m. 
Burgdorf’s Winery, 4212 E. Holt Road, Webberville. 
facebook.com/wine.burgdorfs.

Karaoke at Lansing Shuffle, with Big Man Genesis 
- 9-11 p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. lansing-
shuffle.com.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - Whether you’re 
experienced or just starting out, the stage is open 
to all. Not a performer? Enjoy dinner, drinks and live 
music. No cover, all ages welcome. 6-9 p.m. Urban-
Beat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Lewie Austin Live at Dublin Square - 9 p.m.-mid-
night. 327 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-351-2222. 
facebook.com/dublinsquare.

Magic: The Gathering Club - We invite players of 
all skill levels to join us. Cards not provided. This 
is a drop-in adult program. 5:30-8 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 
charlottelibrary.org. 

MMAG Fall Art Show - The artists of the Mid-Mich-
igan Art Guild invite the community to visit their 
“Black and White” exhibition, featuring art created 
with just those colors. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. 
midmichiganartguild.org.

Mosaic and Singing Spartans - The Singing 
Spartans and Mosaic present a moving program 
celebrating resilience, community and the power of 
song. 7:30 p.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium 
Road, East Lansing. music.msu.edu. 

Rank MI Vote Presents - Gather friends, family 
and neighbors and come learn how ranked-choice 
voting decreases division and voter frustration and 
improves representation. 6-7:30 p.m. South Lansing 
Library, 3500 S. Cedar St., Lansing. rankmivote.org. 

Speed Dating for Singles Ages 23-38 - Meet up to 12 
potential matches. Join the thousands of people who 
have found love at our events. 7:30 p.m. Buddy’s 
Pizza, 2010 W. Grand River Ave, Okemos. pre-dating.
com/lansing-speed-dating.

Speed Dating for Singles Ages 34-49 - 6 p.m. Buddy’s 
Pizza, 2010 W. Grand River Ave, Okemos. pre-dating.
com/lansing-speed-dating.

Tap II Class for Teens & Adults - 6-7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Wavelength - You’re invited to Wavelength wsg Tempo 
Tantrum [810] ft. Frankie Far, URFQKZ, K_Dubbs, Rob 
Powell. 8 p.m.-1 a.m. The Green Door, 2005 E. Michi-
gan Ave., Lansing. facebook.com/wavelength517.

Winter Driving Survival 101 - Join Rodney Cole, a 
wilderness survival instructor, to learn how to put 
together a winter survival kit for your car or truck. 
Best for ages 16+. 6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
gladl.org. 

Women’s Healing Circle - A space for women to 
share their stories, inspire each other and lift each 
other up. 8:30-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacen-
ter.com.

Thursday, Dec. 4 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, profes-
sionals who provide essential support for older 
adults and people with disabilities. 6 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, 

Wednesday, Dec. 3 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, profession-
als who provide essential support for older adults 
and people with disabilities. 6 a.m.-9 p.m. Hannah 
Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
dcwgardens.com. 

The ABCs of Medicare - This free educational 
program, led by licensed Medicare agent Kevin 
Gebhard, is designed to help adults understand 
Medicare options. 10:30-11:30 a.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. gladl.org. 

Acting & Glee Music Class for Kids - Ages 5-12. 
4:30-5:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. Allen Neighbor-
hood Center, 1629 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. allen-
neighborhoodcenter.org/allen-farmers-market.

Bingo - Every Wednesday. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. 
Bingo cafe 5 p.m. Early bird 6 p.m. Eaton Rapids 
Senior Center, 201 Grand St., Eaton Rapids. face-
book.com/EatonRapidsSeniorCenter.

Broadway Jazz Dance Class for Teens & Adults - 
Meets twice per week. 7-8:30 p.m. Ruhala Perform-
ing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Climate Change Theatre Action: The Time is Now - 
Launched in 2015, Climate Change Theatre Action 
is a worldwide festival of short plays about the 
climate crisis. Six plays will be presented. Noon and 
7 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 411 N. Grand Ave., 
Lansing. lcc.edu/showinfo. 

Emerging Leaders: Turning Risk into a Restau-
rant Empire - The Innovate State Speaker Series 
brings Kimchi Box founder and CEO Min Kyu Kim to 
campus for an unscripted fireside chat. 6-7 p.m. 
Minskoff Pavilion, Room M025, 651 N. Shaw Lane, 
East Lansing. eventbrite.com/o/burgess-insti-
tute-14747511979.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Full Moon Ritual - Join us online or in person every 
Wednesday for discussions, rituals, meditations 
and more! 6-8 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Cen-
ter St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Gavin McDonnell - Stick around after Lansing Live 
for a special late-night set with Gavin McDonnell. 
No cover! 9:30-11:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner 
St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com. 

Governing Essentials: Open Meetings Act - Partic-
ipants will learn the requirements of the Michigan 
Open Meetings Act, as well as answers to frequent-
ly asked questions. Noon-1 p.m. Virtual — register 
at canr.msu.edu/government.

Group Dance Class: Beginning Hustle - The hustle 
originated in the 1970s, closely tied to the disco 
music craze of the era. 8 p.m. Michigan Athletic 
Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. Register by 
calling 517-364-8888.

Holiday Open House - Enjoy $1 off glasses of wine, 
25% off all wine merchandise, and sample tasty 
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Events must be entered 
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events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 29

Lange Choral Ensemble: 
‘The Story & Promise of 

Christmas’
3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
218 W. Ottawa St., Lansing

In 2023, Stephen R. Lange, the longtime organ-
ist, choir director and minister of music at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church and leader of the Lange Choral 
Ensemble, died at age 76. After a tribute concert in 
May of that year, members of Lange’s Choral Ensemble continued to sing together as 
Riverbend Voices under the direction of tenor L. Harrison Brown. 

However, come Sunday, the group will be back in full gear under its original moniker, 
with Lange’s wife, Nancy Lange, at the helm. 

Nancy and Stephen met in the 1960s at Michigan State University. Together, they 
earned six degrees from the school, five in music. After her husband’s death, Nancy 
established a music scholarship for organ and voice students in his honor.

“She is a very accomplished musician and teacher,” ensemble member Martie Repas-
key said. “She was the choral director for Grand Ledge High School for 37 years, and 
she was, at one time, even named the Music Teacher of the Year in Michigan. She’s had 
a lot of experience, put on I don’t know how many shows, plays, musicals over all those 
years.”

Nancy, who sang with the group and helped direct during her husband’s nearly 50-year 
tenure as leader, said she wasn’t ready to take over after his death. By the time Brown 
resigned earlier this year, however, her feelings had changed.

“It seemed right for me to do it, and I have had a ball,” she said. “They are so respon-
sive and talented, and we just have a great time in rehearsal.”

Sunday’s concert will be Christmas themed, featuring works by Bach, John Rutter, 
Benjamin Britten, Ola Gjeilo, Dan Forrest, Moses Hogan and beyond.

“The first half tells the story from the idea of the angels and the shepherds and the 
kings. My favorite piece is called “The Shepherd’s Carol,” because we don’t have any 
record of the shepherds talking to Mary, and this poetry is that. And the music is just 
amazing,” Nancy said. “The second part is that we rejoice in the story through music, 
through dance, through sharing brotherhood.”

The 33-member ensemble will be joined by organist Deidreanna Potter, clarinetist Eliz-
abeth Rodeck, violinists Fangye Sun (of the Lansing Symphony) and Ching-Wen Tseng, 
violist Takeshi Abo, cellist Daniel Tressel and organist/pianist Stephanie Gewirtz.

“I’m using strings on a piece by Bach, ‘Gloria.’ We’re doing harp for six of the numbers 
and two pieces of clarinet with the harp,” Nancy said. 

Repaskey, who noted that Nancy already has the program picked out for the ensem-
ble’s spring concert, said working with the “new” director has been “a joy.”

“It’s wonderful singing under her leadership. She’s a very joyful person, and very ac-
complished, so she’s really getting good results out of the work she’s doing with us,” 
Repaskey said. “We’re very, very happy to be singing with her and with each other. And 
we’re really excited about this concert. It’s a rich program full of really good Christmas 
music.”
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Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or any 
other portable craft project and immerse yourself 
in an evening of creativity, conversation and com-
munity. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., 
Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Drum Circle at Bath Community Center - Join the 
Greater Lansing Area Drummers for a fun and 
energetic evening of rhythm and drumming. All 
ages and experience levels welcome. 6-8 p.m. 5959 
Park Lake Road, Bath. facebook.com/GreaterLan-
singAreaDrummers.

Fiscally Ready Communities - A webinar designed 
to help local government officials navigate the full 
life cycle of grants, from identifying the right op-
portunities to ensuring compliance and successful 
reporting. 10-11:30 a.m. Virtual — register at canr.
msu.edu/fiscal_management.

Grand Opening: Dungeons & Flagons - Your new go-to 
spot for an epic tabletop roleplaying experience! 
Come celebrate with us and enjoy discounted gift 
certificates, a costume contest, giveaways, drinks, 
snacks and good vibes. Noon. 215 S. Washington 
Square, Lansing. downtownlansing.org.

Group Dance Class: Beginning Rhumba - Learn the 
basic steps of this very easy Latin dance. 8 p.m. 
Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. Register by calling 517-364-8888.

Group Dance Class: Beginning West Coast Swing - 
Have fun, learn a social skill and meet new people! 
7 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., 
East Lansing. Register by calling 517-364-8888.

Intro to Acting/Improv Class for Kids - Ages 5-12. 
4-4:45 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

KeyForge Open Play - Marty is a great teacher and 
a great opponent. Join him and other members of 
our KeyForge community for some lighthearted 
play. Bring your own deck or pick one up on your 
visit. 5:30-8:30 p.m. Homebrew Tabletop Game 
Lounge, 219 1/2 N. Bridge St., Grand Ledge. home-
brewgamelounge.com.

Ladies’ Silver Blades - Join other adult women for 
fun, exercise, friendship and skating practice. All 
skill levels welcome. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Biggby Coffee 
Ice Cube, 2810 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessil-
verblades.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild’s Holiday Exhibit — Small 
Works - In conjunction with the play “A Sherlock 
Carol,” the Mid-Michigan Art Guild invites you to 
visit its holiday exhibit in the Williamston Theatre 
Gallery. 2-4 p.m. 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 
midmichiganartguild.org. 

MMAG Fall Art Show - The artists of the Mid-Mich-
igan Art Guild invite the community to visit their 
“Black and White” exhibition, featuring art created 
with just those colors. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. 
midmichiganartguild.org.

MSU Concert Band and Campus Band - Program 
includes “Canzona,” by Mennin; “Over the Moon,” 
by Ticheli; “Wayfaring Stranger” (arr. Nelson); “A 
Hornet’s Nest,” by Dorn; and “Riders for the Flag,” 
by Sousa. 7:30 p.m. Wharton Center, 750 E. Shaw 
Lane, East Lansing. music.msu.edu. 

Parkinson’s Exercise: Rock-Steady Boxing - Free 
exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. Care-
givers are welcome to participate if space permits. 
1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., 
East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.
org. 

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble: Performing Group for 
All Ages - Meets twice per week. 5:30-7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Salsa Verde - This ensemble is made up of students 
and faculty from the MSU College of Music. Their 
performances feature music by legends like Celia 
Cruz, Marc Anthony and Gloria Estefan, as well as 
original arrangements. 8:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 
Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com. 

Silent Book Group - Bring your own book to discuss, 
then read in companionable silence. Some attend-
ees break off for private socializing. 6:30-8 p.m. 
Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 

Spirit of Michigan Chorus Rehearsal - We’re an 
inclusive community of women who sing a cappella 
in the barbershop style. We welcome all levels 
of musical experience. 6:45 p.m. Church of the 
Nazarene, 4851 Holt Road, Holt. spiritofmichigan-
chorus.com.

Thursday Night Open Forge - Try your hand at black-
smithing and create your own metal masterpieces! 
6-9 p.m. Artfire Michigan, 4567 Churchill Road, 
Leslie. artfiremichigan.com.

Tune In - An inclusive music showcase for perform-
ers and songwriters from Greater Lansing. You’re 
invited to share a song (must sign up in advance) 
or just enjoy great music by your neighbors. 7:30 
p.m. The Robin Theatre, 1105 S. Washington Ave., 
Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org.

Friday, Dec. 5 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, profession-
als who provide essential support for older adults 
and people with disabilities. 6 a.m.-9 p.m. Hannah 
Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
dcwgardens.com. 

A Magical Christmas Extravaganza - A Talent Show 
in support of The Eaton Area Senior Center! 7 p.m. 
Charlotte Performing Arts Center, 378 State St., 
Charlotte. facebook.com/eatonareaseniorcenter.

“A Sherlock Carol” - Two beloved classic tales. 

One thrilling new mystery. 7:30 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. william-
stontheatre.org.

“A Winter’s Song,” Men of Orpheus Chorus Christmas 
Concert - We will perform a variety of classic 
holiday music as well as several new works. 7-8:30 
p.m. Central United Methodist Church, 215 N. 
Capitol Ave., Lansing. menoforpheus.org. 

Card Crafting & Wine - Craft beautiful cards 
while enjoying $1 off glasses of wine! 6-7:30 p.m. 
Burgdorf’s Winery, 4212 E. Holt Road, Webberville. 
facebook.com/wine.burgdorfs.

Clayworks Holiday Pottery Sale - Check out amazing 
deals on beautiful pottery and meet the artists! 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 13121 Wacousta Road, Grand Ledge. 
517-626-1160. clayworkspottery.net.

Coolidge and the Gang Live at Summerlands Brewing 
Co. - Get ready to turn back the clock and crank up 
the nostalgia: Coolidge and the Gang are bringing 
the ultimate ‘80s Jam Night to Summerlands. 
7:30-10:30 p.m. 1957 Cedar St, Holt. facebook.com/
summerlandsbrewing. 

Country Night at Lansing Shuffle - Enjoy line dance 
instruction from 8-9 p.m., followed by modern 
country music playing until midnight! We’ll have 
drink specials all night. No cover! 325 Riverfront 
Drive, Lansing. lansingshuffle.com. 

Craft Club Jr. - Create a toilet-paper-roll elf! Grades 
1-3. 4:15 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. 
Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Darin Larner Live at Sidebar - 7-10 p.m. 246 E. 
Saginaw St., East Lansing. 517-220-2131. sidebar-
eastlansing.com.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Events
from page 28

See Events, Page 30

Give the Gift of Music this Holiday Season!

15% off ALL Preowned Upright Pianos
10% off ALL Grand Pianos

5660 W. Grand River Ave.

www.reederpianos.com
info@reederpianos.com

517-886-9447
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Krampusnacht
4-9 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6

Old Town, Lansing

Dubbed “Lansing’s new favorite holi-
day tradition” by City Pulse’s cover sto-
ry on the event last year, Krampusnacht 
returns Saturday, bringing free, festive 
and mildly frightful fun to the streets of 
Old Town. Entertainment include a cos-
tume parade, a costume contest, fire 
dancing, live music (the lineup features 
Super Secret Cult Band, community 
street band Splendid Chaos, Katzenjammer Alphorns and DJ Whitney Who), a “misfit” 
vendor market, food trucks, a 50/50 raffle and photo opportunities with Krampus, the 
horned creature of Alpine folklore who travels with gift-giving St. Nicholas and doles out 
punishments to poorly behaved children. A kids’ area will offer family-friendly activities 
earlier in the event, giving way to an eerier atmosphere as the evening continues. Many 
Old Town businesses will offer themed items and specials, with the social district allow-
ing attendees to purchase drinks to-go from local bars. Attendees are encouraged to 
dress up, whether in Krampus or holiday-themed attire. Those interested in participat-
ing in the parade can sign up via the event page at iloveoldtown.org.

H&H Mobil Abandoned Auto Auction
Viewing 12/18/25 By Appointment

2818 E. Kalamazoo St.
Lansing, MI 48912
Call 517-332-6335

Bids must be submitted by 8 am 12/22/25
at 1500 Haslett Rd. East Lansing, MI 48823

For more info go to www.hhmobil.com
CP#25-369

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF LANSING
NOTICE OF POSTED MEETING MINUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all meeting minutes for the Charter Township of Lansing are 
posted to and available on the Township’s website at www.lansingtwpmi.gov. Meeting 
minutes may also be obtained by emailing clerk@lansingtwpmi.gov.

Meeting minutes are also posted in, and available for inspection at, the office of the Township 
Clerk (located at 3209 W. Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan) during normal business 
hours.

Cortney Lightheart, Clerk
Maggie Sanders, Supervisor

CP#25-289

Jerry Sprague Live at the Peanut Barrel - 8-10 p.m. 
521 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-351-0608. 
peanutbarrel.com.

JP & The Energy Live at Mash Bar - 9 p.m.-12:30 
a.m. 212 Albert Ave., East Lansing. 517-858-2100. 
mashbar.net.

LanSINGout Gay Chorus Winter Concert: “Thank You 
for Being a Friend” - We’re honored to welcome Pat-
rick Hinds, co-host of the “Golden Girls Deep Dive” 
podcast, as our emcee. We’re equally excited to 
be partnering with women’s chorus Sistrum. 7:30-9 
p.m. The Peoples Church, 200 W. Grand River Ave., 
East Lansing. lansingout.org.

Maker Showcase Dinner - Join us for a five-course 
tasting menu showcasing the entrepreneurs in 
ANC’s Incubator Kitchens program. Each course 
will be paired with wines by the evening’s host, Joel 
Piper. 5:30 p.m. Allen Neighborhood Center, 1611 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. facebook.com/AllenNeigh-
borhoodCenter.

Making Spirits Bright, with Ann Hampton Callaway 
- In her latest pops celebration, Tony-nominated 
Ann Hampton Callaway sings a wonderland of 
holiday favorites like “Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas,” “Winter Wonderland,” “I Wonder as I 
Wander” and many more. 7:30 p.m. Wharton Cen-
ter Pasant Theatre, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 
whartoncenter.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild’s Holiday Exhibit — Small 
Works - In conjunction with the play “A Sherlock 
Carol,” the Mid-Michigan Art Guild invites you to 
visit its holiday exhibit in the Williamston Theatre 
Gallery. 2-4 p.m. 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 
midmichiganartguild.org. 

MMAG Fall Art Show - The artists of the Mid-Mich-
igan Art Guild invite the community to visit their 
“Black and White” exhibition, featuring art created 
with just those colors. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. 
midmichiganartguild.org.

MSU Ice Hockey vs. University of Michigan - 8:30 
p.m. Munn Ice Arena, 509 Birch Road, East Lansing. 

msuspartans.com/sports/mens-ice-hockey.

Night Lights Christmas Parade & Festivities - The 
annual Night Lights Christmas Parade is a spec-
tacular nighttime parade packed full of lights and 
music! Other activities include a tree lighting, visits 
with Santa, a chili cookoff and more. 5 p.m. Bridge 
Street, downtown Grand Ledge. grandledgecham-
ber.com/night_lights_christmas_parade.php.

Night Out in Nature for Kids - No need to book a 
sitter! Send your kids (ages 5 - 10) to Harris Nature 
Center for a fun night out. We’ll explore the trails, 
enjoy nature activities and meet live animals. Pizza 
dinner included. 5:30-7:30 p.m. 3998 Van Atta Rd., 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/hnc.

Open Old-Time Jam | First Friday of Every Month 
- Join the legendary Mike Ross for an old-time-
centric jam. Even if you don’t play, feel free to listen 
along! 5-6:30 p.m. Elderly Instruments, 1100 N. 
Washington Ave., Lansing. elderly.com/collections/
events.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Movement with Vitality - 
Free exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. 
Caregivers are welcome to participate if space 
permits. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. 
lapsg.org.

PEARS Crash Course - In this training, you’ll learn 
what goes where in PEARS, where to find self-
paced training materials and tips for data entry. 
9-11:30 a.m. Virtual — register at canr.msu.edu/od/
planning_evaluation_and_reporting/pears-crash-
course.

Pre-Parade Party - Meet Elsa and Anna, make a 
jingle bell necklace, have fun with our holiday scav-
enger hunt, check out seasonal books/movies, and 
listen to seasonal music from the Beagle Middle 
School holiday carolers! 5-7 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
gladl.org. 

Rear View Mirror Ugly Holiday Sweater Party - Come 
on out for the last Rear View Mirror reunion gig of 
2025 and show off your ugly sweater! Enjoy great 
food and holiday drinks. 6-10 p.m. Brookshire Inn 
& Golf Club, 205 W. Church St., Williamston. 517-
655-4694.

Roadside Attraction Christmas Special - Roadside 
Attraction takes the stage for a high-energy show 
featuring rock hits from the ‘70s and ‘80s, along 

with a few festive holiday tunes. 7-10 p.m. Urban-
Beat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.
com. 

Stage One Presents: Free Ugly Sweater Swing Dance 
Party & LCC Jazz Band - Swing into the holiday sea-
son with the jolliest dance party in town! 6:30-9:30 
p.m. 2200 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing. facebook.
com/stageonemi.

Thrown Together (December) - What are we making? 
Memories! Everyone is gonna get a shot at the 
wheel, you’ll glaze a little piece to keep, and you’ll 
leave with photos! 7-9 p.m. Wheel House Studio, 
1107 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. facebook.com/
WheelHouseStudio.

Saturday, Dec. 6 
90th Annual Holiday Greens Market - Find freshly 
made wreaths, arrangements, swags, western 
greens, cedar garland, centerpieces and more. 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Grace United Methodist Church, 1900 
Boston Boulevard, Lansing. thegardenclubofgreat-
erlansing.org.

“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, profession-
als who provide essential support for older adults 
and people with disabilities. 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Hannah 
Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
dcwgardens.com. 

A Not So Silent Night - Proceeds from this festive 
event will benefit REACH Studio Art Center. The 
evening will include light appetizers, music, the 
Featured Artist Exhibition and an art-filled silent 
auction. 6:30-9 p.m. 1804 S. Washington Ave., 
Lansing. reachstudioart.org

“A Sherlock Carol” - Two beloved classic tales. One 
thrilling new mystery. 2 and 7:30 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. william-
stontheatre.org.

Big Red Ball - Join DLI for the Second Annual Big 
Red Ball, a black-tie celebration of Downtown 
Lansing’s transformation. 7-10 p.m. Knapp’s Centre, 
300 S. Washington Square, Lansing. downtownlan-
sing.org.

Blue Denim - Formerly known as The Local Group, 
this Lansing-based band blends blues, rock, R&B, 
funk and jazz into one dynamic live performance. 
No cover! 9:30-11:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner 
St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Body Scrub and Bath Salts Make & Take, with Sandy 
Sonier - Learn how aromatherapy can heal the 
mind and body and how easy it is to make your 
own all-natural body scrub and bath salts. 11 a.m. 
Art & Soul Gallery, 215 N. Clinton Ave., St. Johns. 
facebook.com/ClintonCntyArts.

Clayworks Holiday Pottery Sale - Check out amazing 
deals on beautiful pottery and meet the artists! 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 13121 Wacousta Road, Grand Ledge. 
517-626-1160. clayworkspottery.net.

Cocaine Anonymous Meeting - “We are here and we 
are free.” 10 a.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 
6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing.

Contra and Square Dance - No partner needed. 
Come at 6:30 p.m. for a quick workshop on easy 
contra dance moves. Dance runs from 7-10 p.m. 
Caller: Wren Eisenhauer. Band: Warren and Flick. 
Central United Methodist Church, 215 N. Capitol 

Ave, Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org.

DeWitt Santa Run - Run dressed as Santa and 
spread some holiday cheer! Proceeds benefit the 
St. Jude’s and Redeemer UMC food pantries. 5 
p.m. Bridge Street, downtown DeWitt. facebook.
com/DewittSantaRun.

The Dinner Detective - We offer an amazing murder 
mystery experience paired with a fantastic dinner. 
Anyone in the room can end up being part of the 
show, including YOU! 6:30-9:30 p.m. AC Hotel, 3160 
E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. thedinnerdetective.com.

Eaton Rapids Hometown Christmas Craft Show and 
Secret Santa Shop - Once again, we will have over 
30 vendors with handmade items! There will be 
Santa’s Secret Shop from 10 a.m. to noon, so kids 
can do some Christmas shopping. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
First United Methodist Church, 600 S. Main St., 
Eaton Rapids. villagecrafters.net.

Eaton Rapids Hometown Family Christmas Event - 
Featuring a tree lighting, a lighted parade and many 
more holiday activities. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Downtown 
Eaton Rapids. facebook.com/CityOfEatonRapids.

Family Day: DRIP - What can we do when art materials 
behave in surprising ways? This month, we’re playing 
with artistic process, inspired by the exhibit “unbe-
coming.” 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. 
Circle Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Friends of the Okemos Library Book Sale - Books 
range from 25 cents to $1. CDs and DVDs, too! 
Special editions are individually priced. 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Masonic Center, 2175 Hamilton Road, Okemos. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Holiday in the Square - We’re bringing holiday cheer 
to the south side with Santa, s’mores, hot cocoa, 
pony rides and all your favorite holiday jams. 4-6 
p.m. Pleasant Grove Town Square (behind 1910 
Food Market, 2203 W. Holmes Road, Lansing). 
facebook.com/lansingswag.

Intermediate Ballet Class for Teens & Adults - Meets 
twice per week. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Ruhala Perform-
ing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

“Jazzy Little Christmas” - Join the Lansing Concert 
Band Big Band and Clique Vocals for an elegant 
evening of jazz standards and swinging holiday 
tunes. Holiday treats and light refreshments 
served. Doors 6 p.m., show 6:30 p.m. Grand Ledge 
Opera House, 121 S. Bridge St., Grand Ledge. 
gloperahouse.com.

Keegan Jacko Live at Summerlands Brewing Co. 
- Join us for an unforgettable night of music as 
Nashville recording artist Keegan Jacko takes the 
stage! 7-10 p.m. 1957 Cedar St, Holt. facebook.com/
summerlandsbrewing. 

Krampusnacht - Inspired by the legendary Alpine 
tradition, Krampusnacht celebrates the shadowy 
companion of St. Nick with music, fire, costumes 
and a healthy dose of mischief. 4-9 p.m. Old Town, 
Lansing. iloveoldtown.org.

Lansing Alphas Holiday Party - Celebrate the festive 
season with music, dancing, food and good vibes. 
Open bar is included! 9 p.m.-midnight. The Venue 
by Eleven 11 Events, 5660 W. Saginaw Hwy, Lansing. 
facebook.com/LansingAlphas. 

Events
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Winter Fest
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6

Hannah Community Center
819 Abbot Road, East Lansing

In anticipation of the 2026 Olympic 
Games, this year’s East Lansing Win-
ter Fest, hosted by the Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Arts, will have a 
winter Olympics theme. Kids can com-
pete in games and other activities for 
the chance to win a gold medal, provid-
ed by the city’s before- and after-school 
childcare program. Additional activities 
include face painting, craft stations, 
photos with “Frozen” characters, live 
ice sculpting, outdoor firepits for s’mo-
res, bounce houses, live music by the 
School of Rock East Lansing House Band and soul/funk group Tony Thompson & 
Friends, a ventriloquist variety show and screenings of “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer.” Popcorn, hot chocolate and hot cider will be provided, with more substantial eats 
available at International Soul and VEG-N food trucks. A farmers and craft market will 
run concurrently on the first floor of the community center. For more information, visit 
cityofeastlansing.com/Winterfest.

Sunday, December 14 | 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Meridian Historical Village
(5151 Marsh Road, Okemos)

Tour the decorated historic buildings
Meet Santa in the barn
Hot cocoa and treats for sale in the Barnes House
Inn & Tavern
Barons of Brass in Chapel | 2:00 pm to 2:30 pm
Renaissance Singers in Chapel | 3:00 pm
Tree Lighting | 4:00 pm

Christmas
I N T H E V I L L AG E

For questions, contact the Meridian Historical
Village at 517.347.7300

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 27

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 27

LCC Blues Weekend - Featuring the LCC Multi-Instru-
mental Music Ensemble and the LCC Jazz Band 
- this weekend is all about the blues. 3-4:30 p.m. 
Dart Auditorium, 500 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing. lcc.
edu/showinfo. 

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Meridian Mall, 1982 E. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 
meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild’s Holiday Exhibit — Small 
Works - In conjunction with the play “A Sherlock 
Carol,” the Mid-Michigan Art Guild invites you to 
visit its holiday exhibit in the Williamston Theatre 
Gallery. 2-4 p.m. 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 
midmichiganartguild.org. 

MSU Men’s Basketball vs. Duke University - Noon. 
Breslin Center, 534 Birch Road, East Lansing. 
msuspartans.com/sports/mens-basketball.

MSU Symphony Orchestra and Choirs: “Alegría 
Navideña” - The Symphony Orchestra joins the 
Choral Union, State Singers and University Chorale 
for a program highlighting the spirit of the season 
through music sung in Spanish. 7:30 p.m. Wharton 
Center Cobb Great Hall, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East 
Lansing. whartoncenter.com.

Nokomis Cultural Heritage Center Holiday Art Market
- Shop with local artists for one-of-a-kind Native 
American-themed gifts. Jewelry, books, cards, 
ornaments, copper work and much more! 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. 5153 Marsh Road, Okemos. nokomis.org.

Phil Denny & Friends Christmas Collective - This 
year, Phil welcomes Detroit sax man Randy Scott, 
vocalist Bobbi Storm and trumpeter Evan Taylor. 
Together, they’ll perform a collaborative mix of 
fresh, lively arrangements of holiday favorites and 
original music. 7:30 p.m. Eastern High School, 626 
Marshall St., Lansing. facebook.com/pdchristmas-
collective.

The Rusty Snails Live at Graham Vineyards - 6-9 p.m. 
8920 W. Britton Road, Laingsburg. 517-741-0805. 
facebook.com/grahamvineyards.

Saturday Night Social Club - If you’d like to meet 
some new folks and play a few games, stop on by. 
$10. 7-11 p.m. Homebrew Tabletop Game Lounge, 
219 1/2 N. Bridge St., Grand Ledge. homebrew-
gamelounge.com.

St. Nicholas Day Craft Bazaar - Holiday shopping 
galore! Join us for our 23rd annual craft bazaar 
featuring talented artisans from across the region. 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. St. David Episcopal Church, 1519 
Elmwood Drive, Lansing. stdavidslansing.org.

Tiger and Dragon Kenpo Martial Arts Training - 
Based on a variety of martial arts systems, tiger 
and dragon kenpo is designed to develop self-con-
fidence in the warrior. 1 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 
809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Tiny Bit of Wood Ornament Workshop - We’ll have 
three stations set up for attendees to make 

ornaments, garland, gift bows and more. Co-hosts 
will donate work to raffle off to benefit the Greater 
Lansing Food Bank. Ages 7+ are welcome. 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. 507 Shiawassee St., Lansing. tinybitofwood.
com.

Wax Seal Basics - Learn the timeless craft of using 
beautiful wax seals to add a personal and elegant 
touch to your letters, invitations and stationery. 5-7 
p.m. Dear Ollie & Co, 222 S. Washington Square, 
Lansing. dearollie.com. 

Sunday, Dec. 7 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, profession-
als who provide essential support for older adults 
and people with disabilities. noon-8 p.m. Hannah 
Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
dcwgardens.com. 

“A Sherlock Carol” - Two beloved classic tales. One 
thrilling new mystery. 2 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 
S. Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Bill Bartilson: Folk Songs That Brought Us Here - Bill 
was raised attending Ten Pound Fiddle concerts with 
his dad, Stan Bartilson. Along the way, he picked 
up musical instruments, songs and stories and has 
woven them into a program highlighting the Fiddle’s 
first 50 years. 3-5 p.m. The Robin Theatre, 1105 S. 
Washington Ave., Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org. 

Bottle and Can Collection for Williamston Farm & 
Artisan Market - We collect your Michigan-returnable 
bottles and cans from your trunk while you stay 
warm in your vehicle. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. McCormick Park, 
123 High St., Williamston. williamstonfarmmarket.org.

Capital City Ringers Retro Holiday Spectacular - Join 
the CCR handbell ensemble for a family-friendly 
concert with a wide variety of holiday music. 7 p.m. 
Eastminster Presbyterian Church, 1315 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing. capitalcityringers.com.

Friends of the Okemos Library Book Sale - Books 
range from 25 cents to $1. CDs and DVDs, too! 
Special editions are individually priced. Sunday is our 
“bag sale” — only $5 for a full bag of books! 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Masonic Center, 2175 Hamilton Road, Okemos. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Generator Holiday Show - This seven-piece power-
house brings its high-energy mix of blues, funk, rock 
and soul to the stage for a festive night of music. 6-8 
p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeat-
events.com.

Giant 3D Snowflakes - Decorate your home or office 
for the holidays! Create giant 3D snowflakes that can 
be hung from the ceiling or used as a wall decora-
tion. 1-2:30 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, 
Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Holiday Brass - The Musician Series offers a unique 
space where classical music takes center stage, 
brought to life by the talented musicians of the 
Lansing Symphony Orchestra. 3 p.m. Molly Grove 
Chapel, First Presbyterian Church, 510 W. Ottawa St., 
Lansing. lansingsymphony.org.

Jugglers and Would-Be Jugglers - Jugglers meet at 
the Orchard Street Pmp House at 2 p.m. Sundays. 

368 Orchard St., East Lansing. mikemarhanka@gmail.
com.

LCC Blues Weekend - Featuring the LCC Multi-Instru-
mental Music Ensemble and the LCC Jazz Band - this 
weekend is all about the blues. 3-4:30 p.m. Dart 
Auditorium, 500 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing. lcc.edu/
showinfo. 

LCC Rock Band - We›re back at The Avenue and ready 
to rock! Free. 6-8 p.m. 2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
lcc.edu/showinfo. 

Mid-Michigan Art Guild’s Holiday Exhibit — Small 
Works - In conjunction with the play “A Sherlock 
Carol,” the Mid-Michigan Art Guild invites you to visit 
its holiday exhibit in the Williamston Theatre Gallery. 
2-4 p.m. 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. midmichiga-
nartguild.org. 

MSU Christmas Brass Extravaganza - Outstanding 
MSU instrumentalists perform a variety of classics 
and Christmas songs, ending with a festive sing-along. 
Light refreshments will be served at intermission. 7-9 
p.m. The Peoples Church, 200 W. Grand River Ave., 
East Lansing. facebook.com/PeoplesChurchEL.

MSU Jazz Orchestras with René Marie, Jazz Voice 
- René Marie is a Grammy-nominated jazz vocalist 
celebrated for her bold artistry, emotional depth 
and genre-defying style. 3 p.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 
Auditorium Road, East Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Nokomis Cultural Heritage Center Holiday Art Market 
- Shop with local artists for one-of-a-kind Native 
American-themed gifts. Jewelry, books, cards, orna-
ments, copper work and much more! 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
5153 Marsh Road, Okemos. nokomis.org.

Numinous Light - A solo exhibition of Michigan 

landscapes by Michigan artist Anthony Michael 
Cairo celebrates the beauty of the world around us. 
9:30 a.m.-noon. The Peoples Church, 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. anthonymcairo.com/numi-
nous-light.

Quaker Meeting for Worship - Rich communal silence 
that invites thinking deeply, developing spiritually, 
loving fully, speaking our truths. Children’s program 
provided. 10:30 a.m. Red Cedar Friends Meeting 
House, 1400 Turner St., Lansing. redcedarfriends.org.  

Signed Books Make Sweet Gifts, with Lyssa Kay 
Adams - Best-selling author Lyssa Kay Adams will be 
in store from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. This is an open-house-
style event, so feel free to come at any point. Schuler 
Books, 1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. facebook.
com/schulerbooks. 

Tori Shares Christmas - In addition to free gaming, 
we’ll have crafting and cookie-decorating stations. 
We encourage folks to either grab a tag from the 
giving tree or donate to help buy presents for kids 
in foster care. Noon-8 p.m. Homebrew Tabletop 
Game Lounge, 219 1/2 N. Bridge St., Grand Ledge. 
homebrewgamelounge.com.

Walking Down Memory Lane: Celebrating 60 Years 
of Cotillion Balls - Featuring cotillion memories, a 
scrumptious dinner, entertainment by an electric 
soloist, a post-debutante historical speaker and 
much more. 2-5 p.m. Lansing Center, 333 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. eventbrite.com/o/coordina-
tor-shurline-stoudamire-120622669260.
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Williamston Farm & Artisan Market Holiday Market - 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Williamston Area Senior Center, 500 
Williamston Center Road, Williamston. facebook.
com/WilliamstonFarmandArtisanMarket.

Yule Spellcraft Lab: Peace & Prosperity Jar - We’ll 
blend herbs, crystals, and intention to call in 
a calmer home, steady resources, and soft, 
sustainable good fortune for the year ahead. 2-4 
p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
manifestlansing.com. 

Monday, Dec. 8 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, profession-
als who provide essential support for older adults 
and people with disabilities. 6 a.m.-9 p.m. Hannah 
Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
dcwgardens.com. 

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 

Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing. cmialanon.
org.

Brewers Meetup at Summerlands Brewing Co. - A 
discussion group to talk about all things brewing 
and winemaking. All levels of experience welcome, 
from pros to those considering taking up home-
brewing. 6-7:30 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.
com/summerlandsbrewing.

Broadway Jazz Dance Class for Teens & Adults - 
Meets twice per week. 7-8:30 p.m. Ruhala Perform-
ing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Capital City Ringers Retro Holiday Spectacular - Join 
the CCR handbell ensemble for a family-friendly 
concert with a wide variety of holiday music. 7 p.m. 
Delta Presbyterian Church, 6100 W. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. capitalcityringers.com.

Euchre - 1-3 p.m. Eaton Rapids Senior Center, 201 
Grand St., Eaton Rapids. facebook.com/EatonRap-
idsSeniorCenter.

Fiber Circle - Knitters, crocheters and stitchers 
of all ages and skill levels welcome. Although 
formal instruction isn’t provided, attendees assist 
each other with techniques and skills. 5:30-7 p.m. 
Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., 
Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Financial Disaster Preparedness and Recovery - 
Facing a disaster is tough, but your finances don›t 
have to be another casualty. This course guides you 
through proactive steps to protect your assets and 
streamline recovery. Noon. Virtual — register at 
canr.msu.edu/mimoneyhealth.

Holiday Giving Drop-off Day - Spread joy this holiday 
season by adopting a child’s wish list or picking 
up an angel tag at Meridian Mall, Lansing Mall, 
Mitchell’s or Smokey Bones! Donation drop-off is 
Dec. 8 from noon to 6 p.m. at the Children’s Home 
gym on the St. Vincent campus (2800 W. Willow St., 
Lansing). catholiccharitiesiec.org/holiday-giving.

Improv Acting Class for Teens and Adults - 8:30-9:30 
p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Level I Dance Class for Kids - Ages 5-8. 4-5 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

MMAG Fall Art Show - The artists of the Mid-Mich-
igan Art Guild invite the community to visit their 
“Black and White” exhibition, featuring art created 
with just those colors. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. 
midmichiganartguild.org.

Numinous Light - A solo exhibition of Michigan land-

scapes by Michigan artist Anthony Michael Cairo 
celebrates the beauty of the world around us. 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples Church, 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. anthonymcairo.com/
numinous-light.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Yoga - Free exercise class for 
people with Parkinson’s. Caregivers are welcome 
to participate if space allows. 1 p.m. Michigan 
Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To 
register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

PEARS Deeper Dive: Program Activities - Participants 
should have attended the PEARS Crash Course. 
Learn how to enter a program activity. 9 a.m. Virtu-
al — register at canr.msu.edu/od/planning_evalua-
tion_and_reporting/pears-deeper-dives.

Perler Beads - Explore and create with colorful Per-
ler beads! Choose from many patterns or create 
your own. We’ll have cord and magnets to turn your 
creations into decorations. 6-7 p.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. gladl.org. 

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble: Performing Group for 
All Ages - Meets twice per week. 5:30-7 p.m. Ruhala 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025, 7:30 P.M.
COBB GREAT HALL, WHARTON CENTER

Celebrate the season with one of MSU’s most treasured 
musical traditions. MSU Choirs join the Symphony Orchestra for 
Alegría Navideña (Christmas Joy), highlighting the spirit of the 
season through music sung in Spanish. Featured works include 
El Mesías (Handel’s Messiah, Part I), Ariel Ramírez’s Navidad 

Nuestra, and Lee R. Kesselman’s Festival of Lights,
plus a joyful audience sing-along. 

CHRISTMAS JOY

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA AND CHOIRS OF MSU

RESERVED-SEAT TICKETS
WHARTONCENTER.COM 

(517) 432-2000

See Events, Page 33
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Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

The Weekly Crunch - Laugh your ass off with the 
best local comedians every Monday night. 8 p.m. 
Crunchy’s, 254 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 
crunchyseastlansing.com.

Women’s AA Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. lansingdis-
trict6.org.

Tuesday, Dec. 9 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - 6 a.m.-9 p.m. Han-
nah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
dcwgardens.com. 

Acting 101 Class for Teens & Adults - Meets twice per 
week. 7-8 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com. 

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - Meets twice 
per week. 8-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 
1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 9 a.m. Alano Club South, 3500 S. 
Cedar St., Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 7 p.m. St. Jude Church, 801 N. 
Bridge St., DeWitt. cmialanon.org.

Beach Glass Windows - Create an eye-catching 
beach glass wall hanging, the perfect addition to any 
Michigander’s home. 6-8 p.m. Buddy’s Pizza, 2010 
W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. eventbrite.com/o/
the-crafty-michigander-32149944213.

Compulsive Eaters Anonymous-HOW Meeting - Meets 
in person and virtually. 5:30 p.m. St. Jude Catholic 
Church, 801 N. Bridge St., DeWitt. For Zoom info, call 
989-620-0448 or go to ceahow.org/en/find-a-meeting.

Family Happy Hour - Join us every Tuesday for a free, 
all-ages playgroup in our safe and welcoming space. 
4-7 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Improv Showcase - Students enrolled in improvisation 
present their showcase performance! Free. 7-8:30 
p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 411 N. Grand Ave., 
Lansing. lcc.edu/showinfo. 

Intermediate Ballet Class for Teens & Adults - Meets 
twice per week. 5:30-7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Cen-
ter, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Level II Dance class for Kids - Ages 9-12. 4-5:30 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Minecraft Mania - An evening of fun and friendly 
competition. We’ll have our Minecraft server set up 
and laptops ready to go. Ages 8-12. 6-8 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. gladl.org. 

MMAG Fall Art Show - 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. 
midmichiganartguild.org.

Numinous Light - 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples Church, 
200 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. anthonymcai-
ro.com/numinous-light.

Open Mic Night at Summerlands Brewing Co. - 7-10 
p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/summer-
landsbrewing.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Balance, Conditioning and 
Strength - Free exercise class for people with 
Parkinson’s. Caregivers are welcome to participate 
if space allows. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-
8800. lapsg.org. 

PEARS Deeper Dive: Creating Surveys - Participants 
should have attended the PEARS Crash Course. 
Learn how to create and distribute surveys in 
PEARS. 11 a.m. Virtual — register at canr.msu.
edu/od/planning_evaluation_and_reporting/pears-
deeper-dives.
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CAPITAL AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

CALL FOR PROJECTS: ENHANCED MOBILITY OF SENIORS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH 
DISABILITIES SECTION 5310 FUNDING

All local public transportation providers, government entities, and non-profit organizations are 
advised that the CAPITAL AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (“CATA”) has released 
the FY 2026 5310 Call for Projects. This year, there is the following funding available:
 
FTA/State Enhanced Mobility (Section 5310)  $900,000

The Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities program (Section 5310), a 
federal funding program locally administered by CATA, provides funding to support the 
transportation needs of individuals with disabilities and older adults. The program is designed 
to enhance mobility options and improve transportation services for these populations, 
helping them maintain their independence and participate fully in their communities. Eligible 
applicants included public transportation providers, government entities and non-profit 
organizations.

Eligible projects for this funding include the purchase of accessible vehicles (small buses and 
vans), providing mobility management services (such as travel training) and improving 
infrastructure (including sidewalks, curb cuts and bus stops). For more information regarding 
CATA’s 5310 Program and accessing the application, please visit 
https://bit.ly/CATACallForProjects5310Funding. Potential applicants may also email 
PlanningTeam@cata.org or visit CATA’s Administrative Offices at 4615 Tranter Street, 
Lansing, MI 48910.

The application is open until Monday, Jan. 12, 2026. CATA staff is offering a Technical 
Assistance overview for interested applicants. Any questions or requests for Technical 
Assistance must be submitted to PlanningTeam@cata.org no later than Wednesday, Nov. 26, 
2025. Projects are expected to be selected in February 2026 with final Board approval 
occurring on March 18, 2026.

Submittals should be sent via email to: PlanningTeam@cata.org. 

CATA services are provided in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, without 
discrimination on the basis of race, color or national origin. For more information regarding 
our Title VI program and the procedure for filing a complaint, contact CATA Customer 
Experience at 517-394-1100 or visit www.cata.org/TitleVI. You may also complete the CATA 
Title VI complaint form online at cata.org, email titlevi@cata.org or visit CATA’s Administrative 
Offices at 4615 Tranter Street, Lansing, MI 48910.
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

syrup.
There was no space on the plate to eat 

the pancakes separately, so I ate them as 
a stack. The charred lemon butter was 
delicious and surprisingly lemony (yes, I 
took a bite of just the butter) and perfectly 
complemented the pancakes’ buttermilk 
flavor.

After pouring about half the butter syr-
up on the pancakes, I began dipping the 
pancake slices in the syrup to get more of 
that decadent flavor — a tactic that would 
make a heart doctor cry but made my own 
heart very, very happy, at least in the im-
mediate sense.

I was a little mortified when my serv-
er noticed my cholesterol-loaded strat-
egy and offered me more syrup, which I 
thankfully accepted. It ended up costing 
an extra $1.50, and I have zero regrets.

Ultimately, I have to admit that Top of 
the Town voters knew what they were do-
ing when they made this dish runner-up 
in both the Best Signature Dish and Best 
Pancakes categories, on top of making 
The People’s Kitchen runner-up for Best 
Brunch.

At $17, it’s a steep price for pancakes, 
no matter the quality, but these things are 
definitely an order of magnitude above 
what I can do with flour, eggs and butter-
milk in my own kitchen … for now.

And to the friends who eat my cooking, 
don’t be too surprised if the next time I 
serve you pancakes, they come with lem-
on butter on top. I’ve already got a recipe 
open.

By LEO V. KAPLAN
As a semi-proficient home cook, pan-

cakes have always been a tough 
sell. If I can make a dish quickly, 
at home and at a negligible in-
gredient cost, I usually don’t or-
der it when eating out.

So, when a restaurant asks me 
to spend $17 on some “Really 
Good Fu%@ing Pancakes,” they 
better be really good.

I had every intention 
of asking my server for 
“a cup of coffee and the 
really good fucking pan-
cakes,” but I ultimately 
chickened out and just 
asked for “the pancakes.” 
Luckily, they’re the first 
menu item, so there was 
little room for error.

The coffee was served 
in a large, pleasantly 
heavy mug with a pitcher 

of cream. I drank it as I always do: little 
cream and no sugar. It tasted exactly as 
restaurant coffee should: not too strong, 

not too bitter and not too 
bougie, just a classic cup 
of good coffee. I was not 
surprised to learn that The 
People’s Kitchen sources 
its coffee beans from lo-
cal roaster 517 Coffee Co. 
It certainly tasted a step 

above the rest.
When the pan-

cakes themselves 
arrived, I was tak-
en aback by their 
sheer size, two 
massive dough 
saucers cooked 
to impressive 
perfection. They 
were served with 
charred lemon 
butter and butter 

Pancakes for the people
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Really Good Fu%@ing 
Pancakes

$17
The People’s Kitchen

2722 E Michigan Ave, Lansing
9 a.m.-9 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday
9 a.m.-10 p.m. Friday-Saturday
9 a.m.-3 p.m., 5-8 p.m. Sunday

(517) 507-5730
eatpeoples.com

Leo V. Kaplan/City Pulse

Top of the Town voters knew what 
they were doing when they made The 
People’s Kitchen’s Really Good Fu%@
ing Pancakes runner-up in both the Best 
Signature Dish and Best Pancakes cate-
gories, Leo V. Kaplan enthuses.

CP#25-389
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TOP 5 BAKLAVA
Based on your votes in City Pulse’s 

2025 Top of the Town contest. Bon 
appétit!

1. Aladdin’s Restaurant
Middle Eastern restaurant with a 
lengthy menu of vegetarian and 
meat-based dishes
300 N. Clippert St., Lansing
(517) 333-8710
aladdinslansing.com
11 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Saturday
11 a.m.-8 p.m. Sunday

2. Bell’s Greek Pizza
Late-night spot serving a mix of
Italian and Mediterranean cuisines
1135 E. Grand River Ave., 
East Lansing
(517) 332-0858
thebellspizza.com 
10 a.m.-11 p.m. Sunday-Thursday
10 a.m.-1 a.m. Friday-Saturday

3. Bread Bites Mediterranean
Family-owned Mediterranean 
eatery known for its homemade 
bread and baked goods
5100 Marsh Road, Okemos
(517) 708-7112
breadbitesokemos.com
11:30 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday-Saturday
Noon-7 p.m. Sunday

4. Jerusalem Bakery
Cozy Mediterranean restaurant and 
bakery serving fresh-made bites for
lunch and dinner
1456 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
(517) 485-9975
jerusalem-pita.wixsite.com/mysite
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Friday
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday

5. Woody’s Oasis
Quick-serve Mediterranean 
restaurant with familiar offerings 
such as falafel, gyros and shawarma
1050 Trowbridge Road, East 
Lansing
(517) 351-2280
woodysoasis.com
11 a.m.-8 p.m. daily

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS

PICK YOUR ENTREE:

Side of 
Dinner Rolls

6 Pack $3.99
Gluten Free 
Cornbread
$8.99

Lemon Balsamic Carrots, Sweet Potato Fingerlings, 
Mac & Cheese, Caramelized Brussels Sprouts, 
Cranberry Bacon Green Beans, Vegan Mashed 
Potatoes, Cranberry Relish 

 PRIME RIB MEAL
 Grass Fed & Finished 

 Raised without Antibiotics
   Serves 4     Serves 8
     10999         16999

TENDERLOIN MEAL
Grass Fed & Finished 

Raised without Antibiotics
 Serves 4 Serves 8

14999 20999

ALL NATURAL AMISH 
TURKEY MEAL

 Serves 4 Serves 8
6499 12499

BONE-IN SPIRAL 
HAM MEAL

 Serves 4 Serves 8
7499 13499

VEGAN QUINOA 
ROAST MEAL

   Serves 4      Serves 8
    6499      12499

SALMON MEAL
 Serves 4 Serves 8

11999 13999

CHOOSE 4 
OF THESE 

7 SIDES:

Reserve yours online at betterhealtmarket.com/holidayReserve yours online at betterhealtmarket.com/holiday

*4 Person meal includes 4 apple blossoms and 8 person meal includes 8 apple blossoms

BETTER HOLIDAY MEALS AND SIDES

www.BetterHealthMarket.com

EAST LANSING 
(Frandor)  305 N Clippert Ave. 

Across from Frandor Mall • 517-332-6892
Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-9pm • Sun 10am-7pm

Meals Available thru December24, 2025. While supllies last.

Eagle Township, Clinton County
Board Meeting Synopsis

November 20, 2025, at 6:00 pm -   Present: Supervisor Stroud, Clerk Briggs-Dudley, 
Treasurer C. Hoppes, Trustee Currie, Trustee M. Hoppes and 5 citizens.   
Board Actions:

1) Approved contacting State of Michigan regarding historic birth and death 
records.
2) Approved giving old assessment records to Clinton County Historical Society 
Archives.
3) Approved payment of November 2025 bills.
4) Adopted posting Zoning Board of Appeals and Looking Glass Regional Fire 
Authority Board vacancies.
5) Approved updates to Board Policy regarding media, email, and password 
policies.
6) Approved updated insurance valuations. 
7) Approved purchase of laptops for Supervisor and Trustee. 
8) Approved moving regular board meetings to 3rd Tuesday for 2026.
9) Approved purchase of cemetery flags for 2026.

A complete copy of the minutes is available by contacting Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Clerk.
Next regular meeting of the Eagle Township Board is December 18, 2025, at 6 pm at Eagle 
Township Hall, 14318 Michigan St, Eagle, MI.   See www.eagletownshipmi.gov for latest 
updates.

Prepared by:    Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Eagle Township Clerk  
Approved by: Troy Stroud, Eagle Township Supervisor

CP#25-390

 
 

Thank You For 
Voting Us The Best!

Thank You For 
Voting Us The Best!

Best BBQ
Best BBQ Sauce

Best Wings
Best Caterer/

Catering service
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Please support City Pulse

Silver Bells proclaimed the arrival of the holiday season for 1000s 
of folks in Downtown Lansing Nov. 21. Won’t you help us continue 
to keep you informed on the most important news, arts & culture 

and events in Greater Lansing?

Please use the QQRR  ccooddee, visit llaannssiinnggcciittyyppuullssee..ccoomm//ddoonnaattee, or mail your 
check to CCiittyy  PPuullssee,,  11990055  EE..  MMiicchhiiggaann,,  LLaannssiinngg,,  MMII  4488991122..

Thank you!

�e Giving season is upon us
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