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Sponsored Content
Finding Joy in the Age of Exhaustion

There are days when being politically aware feels like a full-time 
job, and not one with good bene�ts. Anyone paying 
attention—really paying attention—knows the weight that 
comes with it. The exhaustion. The heartbreak. The frustration 
that curls itself around your spine and whispers, “Why do you 
even bother?” But the truth is, that feeling of discouragement is 
not a sign of weakness. It’s evidence of hope. Because if you 
didn’t care, you wouldn’t feel anything at all. Apathy is the 
luxury of the comfortably detached, and frankly, the right has 
cornered that market. Their indi�erence to the su�ering of 
others has become a de�ning characteristic of their political 
identity. We cannot a�ord to join them there.

However, caring doesn’t require that we drown ourselves in the 
daily chaos. I learned that the hard way. In June, I deleted 
Facebook—a platform that had slowly turned into a �rehose of 
outrage, misinformation and endless pings demanding, “Look 
at this! Be angry about this! They’ve done something 
worse—again!” It became too much. Every noti�cation was a 
tiny electric shock, reminding me that something somewhere 
had gone o� the rails. My body stayed tense, my mind stayed 
vigilant and I kept doom-peeking through the blinds of the 
digital world, con�rming what I already knew: yes, something 
terrible had indeed happened again.

And then, suddenly, there was silence.

It didn’t take long for that silence to become a kind of healing. 
Without the constant rush of panic-inducing updates, my brain 
�nally had space to rest, to breathe, to recalibrate. I didn’t 
become disengaged; I simply became more healthily engaged. 
I found myself noticing my home again—really noticing it. The 
way morning light slides across the �oorboards. The sound of 
laughter from the next room. The comfort of familiar routines, 
which had been drowned out by the roar of collective chaos. I 
remembered what it feels like to be a person �rst and an 
activist second, instead of a perpetually stressed ball of political 
awareness.

Please don’t misunderstand me: I’m still anxious about the 
state of this country. I’m deeply alarmed by the cruelty, 
ignorance and increasingly unhinged behavior that passes for 
political discourse. But for the �rst time in a long while, I feel 
grounded—even secure—because I’m paying more attention 
to the people who anchor me rather than the people who 
infuriate me.

And that matters, more than we want to admit.

The right thrives on our despair. They want us exhausted. They 
want us to be overwhelmed. They want us to believe the world 
is irredeemable so that we stop trying to redeem it. But 
joy—quiet, private, sometimes fragile joy—is an act of 
de�ance. It is a way of saying, “You do not get to hollow me out.” 
It’s not denial. It’s survival.

One thing I’ve noticed is how powerful it is when people simply 
reach out. A text. A call. A “thinking of you” message that arrives 
at just the right moment. Whenever someone does that for me, 

it’s like a weight shifts. It reminds me that we are not alone, that 
community isn’t just a slogan we chant at rallies—it’s a feeling 
we cultivate in the spaces between each other. We 
underestimate how much these small gestures matter. We 
assume people know we care, but we rarely say it. Now is the 
time to say it. People are stretched thin and scared in ways they 
don’t always admit. A moment of kindness can be the thing 
that keeps someone a�oat.

I’m aware that my writing often leans heavy, sharp and 
blisteringly honest. Sometimes what I write sounds like I’m 
carrying an anvil around on my chest. But writing is where I 
process the world. It’s where the darker thoughts get aired out 
so they don’t ferment into something toxic. It’s personal—not a 
mood I walk around with all day. In real life, I’m the �rst person 
to smile, to crack a joke, to make someone else feel lighter. 
Misery may love company, but joy does too, and I’m trying to 
cultivate more of the latter.

I’m still evolving. I’m still learning how to be hopeful without 
being naive, vigilant without being consumed, engaged 
without being devoured by the endless scroll of disaster. And I 
think that’s something many of us on the left are learning at the 
same time. We’re �guring out how to hold two truths in our 
hands: the world is terrifying, and yet life is still worth living 
vibrantly. There is still music to play. Still food to savor. Still 
laughter to share. Still love to give. Still moments that remind 
us why we �ght in the �rst place.

So if you’re feeling discouraged, let that be proof of your 
humanity—not your defeat. Let it show that your heart is still 
open enough to care. And then, just as importantly, permit 
yourself to turn away sometimes. To tend to your own life. To 
rediscover what brings you happiness and what makes you feel 
whole. You are stronger when you are replenished, not when 
you are running yourself dry.

Try. Try to �nd that small bright thing inside you. It’s there. It 
may �icker, but it’s never gone. And when we all protect our 
sparks—when we nurture them—they become something 
powerful enough to illuminate the path forward. Together.

Please email me at lansingallstar@gmail.com
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Correction: Lizy 
Ferguson wrote the 
Dec. 10 edition of The 
Dish, about Gjoni’s 
Bar & Restaurant. The 
review was credited to 
the wrong author.
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Last week, the developers 
of a proposed $1 billion data 
center in Howell Township 
pulled the plug on their con-
ditional zoning request after 
months of community op-
position.

Yesterday, Lauren Pre-
benda, who organized oppo-
sition to the Howell project, 
was one of about 200 who 
took to the state Capitol to 
protest other data center 
proposals statewide.

“I’m concerned about the 
assault on rural Michigan, 
on our water, our land,” she 
said. “I’m really concerned 
about massive water with-
drawals and the impact it’s 
going to have on our Great 
Lakes and our aquifers.”

Data centers have prolif-
erated in recent years as the 
artificial technologies they 
power gain prominence. But 
the rows of computers lining 
data centers generate signif-
icant heat, create noise and 
can use significant amounts 
of water, depending on the cooling 
method.

Michigan has generally been support-
ive of data center projects. In 2024, the 
state extended and expanded sales and 
use tax exceptions for certain data cen-
ters. More recently, Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer urged swift approval of a 250-acre 
proposed data center in Saline Town-
ship, which would be used by tech behe-
moths Oracle and OpenAI.

“With these projects like these data 
centers,” said Donald Chippewa III, “in 
construction, there’s work for people 
present, but after that, there’s nothing.”

Chippewa III was speaking about a 
data center proposed by UK data center 
builders Deep Green that could be built 
in the Lansing’s stadium district.

The 24-megawatt project is a fraction 
of the 1,400-megawatt Saline Township 
project, and the Lansing version would 
use a closed-loop cooling system to min-
imize water use, along with donating ex-
cess heat to the Lansing Board of Water 
and Light.

But Chippewa III said he does not be-
lieve Deep Green’s claim that the project 

will bring up to 15 long-term technical 
jobs to Lansing and drive local tech in-
novation.

“That’s bullshit,” he said. “It’s just a 
spot where we have the resources they 
want to use. They’ve done wonders re-
moving our manufacturing, selling off 
our education, selling off everything else, 
and they say they’re going to invest in us, 
but it’s not investing in us. It’s only for a 
quick gain.”

The Deep Green project will be a 
multi-tenant facility, as opposed to the 
Saline project, which would be used en-
tirely for Oracle and OpenAI.

As with other data center projects 
around the state, the Deep Green proj-
ect encountered roadblocks with swift 
community backlash. On Nov. 5, the 
Lansing Planning Commission held 
a public hearing on a conditional re-
zoning of the four parcels of land the 
project would utilize. About 40 peo-
ple turned out to oppose the just-an-
nounced project, and the commission 
tabled their plans.

Planning commissioners later voted 
4-3, on Dec. 2, against the conditional 

rezoning that would make the parcels 
eligible for the project, but the final de-
cision rests with the city council.

Last week, the Ingham County Board 
of Commissioners passed a resolution 
urging transparency on all data center 
projects in the county.

The resolution is not binding and 
applies equally to all relevant local gov-
ernments and utilities in the county, but 
was inspired by the Deep Green project.

The resolution was first introduced 
and passed by the Ingham County 
Environmental Affairs Commission, 
whose chair, County Commissioner 
Chris Trubac, told City Pulse he expect-
ed the project would be precedent-set-
ting for future developments.

The resolution asks local govern-
ments and other relevant institutions 
to make detailed plans demonstrating 
how any data centers’ electricity de-
mands will not interfere with electricity 
costs or Michigan’s clean energy goals.

The resolution was passed by the 
county’s Human Services Committee 
before being adopted by the county on 
Dec. 9. It passed 11-3, with Commis-

sioner Todd Tennis abstaining 
because several of his clients 
are involved with data center 
construction in his day job at 
a consulting and lobbying firm.

Commissioner Mark Greb-
ner, D-Lansing, said he be-
lieved the resolution took “the 
right tone,” which is that such 
projects should not be rushed 
through without ample time for 
questions.

“It is a mistake for people to 
process, or even allow them-
selves to consider that action 
has to be taken quickly,” he said.

Also in Ingham County, Ma-
son residents packed City Hall 
Monday night to oppose Mason 
City Council passing an ordi-
nance that would have created 
a “Technology Innovation (M-
3) Zoning District” regulating 
data centers. The ordinance 
was intended to establish safe-
guards and ensure data centers 
conformed to expectations, but 

council members placed a 90-day mor-
atorium on the proposed ordinance fol-
lowing the opposition.

Heather Shawa, BWL assistant gener-
al manager, said at the Nov. 5 meeting 
that Deep Green would use about as 
much water as a conventional restau-
rant.

At the protest, Lansing resident Ra-
mona Henry said even the sustainabili-
ty-focused data center was a step in the 
wrong direction despite its sustainability 
focus.

“We’re already at a loss,” she said. “We 
can’t even swim in the Grand River any-
more.”

Henry, who is of the Saginaw Chippe-
wa Indian Tribe, said officials should be 
working to restore Lansing’s water, not 
greenlighting facilities that only mini-
mize their water use.

“The water’s poisoned,” she said. 
“We’re working on getting that clean, 
and this is just another pushback.”

— LEO V. KAPLAN
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“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Photo by Leo V. Kaplan

Howell resident Lauren Prebenda came to the Capitol to oppose data centers and the AI technologies 
they power, concerned both about environmental impacts and workforce impacts if human workers are 
replaced with AI.

Anti-data center Capitol protest comes amid opposition to Lansing project
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By HEATHER VANDYKE
LANSING — A former employee of 

the Lansing Board of Water and Light 
has filed a federal lawsuit against the 
City of Lansing, alleging he was sub-
jected to racial discrimination, a hos-
tile work environment and retaliation 
following a sexual assault he reported, 
according to a complaint filed in U.S. 
District Court for the Western District 
of Michigan.

The plaintiff, Calvin McClinton, who 
is Black, filed the 20-page complaint 
on Dec. 8 claiming violations of Ti-
tle VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and the Michigan Elliott-Larsen Civil 
Rights Act. The lawsuit seeks econom-
ic damages, including back pay and 
future pay, as well as compensatory, 
non-economic, exemplary and puni-
tive damages.

McClinton, who began working for 
the Lansing utility in May 2019 as a 
water production employee, alleges his 
treatment began after he was allegedly 
sexually assaulted in 2020 by a male 
co-worker during a company outing.

Amy Adamy, spokesperson for the 
Lansing Board of Water and Light, 
said Friday, Dec. 12, the utility couldn’t 
comment on pending litigation, but 
added: “We are aware of it.” 

Allegations of retaliation, health concerns
According to the complaint, when 

McClinton reported the alleged as-
sault, Director of Human Resources 
Michael Flowers allegedly told him 
that the male co-worker was “import-
ant to the Operations Department” 
and would not be moved from his po-
sition. 

The complaint alleges that instead 
of transferring the accused employee, 

McClinton was transferred to Opera-
tions. 

Flowers is also alleged to have told 
McClinton he was “just there to make 
money” and “just there for the insur-
ance” and should be “grateful for being 
hired.”

The lawsuit details a series of subse-
quent transfers and work assignments 
that, according to the complaint, exac-
erbated McClinton’s severe health is-
sues, including knee and back injuries 
and a heart condition.

The complaint states that McClin-
ton suffered a knee injury in 2021 that 
required surgery due to heavy lifting 
and later suffered a back injury requir-
ing steroid shots. 

Following open-heart surgery in 
June 2023, his heart doctor provided 
a letter to LBWL’s Human Resources 
department stating that McClinton 
could not work around the lime and 
other chemicals in the water plant.

Despite this medical documentation 
and his health restrictions, the com-
plaint alleges LBWL forced McClinton 
to work in the water plant, where he 
was in contact with hazardous mate-
rials like soda ash, lime, calcium and 
phosphates. 

When he reminded management of 
his restrictions, the complaint alleges 
he was told by his supervisor, Tony 
Green, that he would have to go home 
if he did not work in the water plant.

Allegations of racial hostility, appren-
ticeship termination

The lawsuit also details allegations 
of racial harassment and a hostile work 
environment.  

McClinton contends he “endured 
many racial comments, negative work 

treatment based upon race,” and ha-
rassment from white employees and 
supervisors. The complaint states 
white employees incorrectly reported 
his work, such as shoveling snow or 
entering a timecard, “just because of 
his race.”

In 2023, McClinton enrolled in an 
apprenticeship program at Lansing 
Community College to advance his ca-
reer at LBWL as an apprentice main-
tenance mechanic. However, the com-
plaint states he was removed from the 
program by the Joint Apprenticeship 
and Licensing Committee on May 21, 
2024.

He alleges he was removed due to 
substandard attendance and perfor-
mance, a finding he disputed, noting 
his grade was incomplete following 
his knee surgery in January that year, 
which limited his ability to attend 
certain classes and perform required 
welds. 

McClinton said his lead instructor, 
Scott Poe, agreed to work with him to 
complete the final welds needed to fin-
ish the program. Despite this, depart-
ment leadership terminated his place-
ment, according to the suit.

McClinton alleges it’s all taken a toll 
on his physical and mental wellbeing.

“Due to LBWL’s culture of racial 
hostility and discrimination, McClin-
ton has suffered and continues to suf-
fer from severe emotional distress,” the 
complaint says. “As a direct and prox-
imate result of the failures of LBWL 
and its leadership, McClinton has suf-
fered and continues to suffer from seri-
ous injuries, including but not limited 
to: health ailments to his heart, knee 
and back; racial discrimination; sex-
ual assault; severe emotional distress; 

depression; mental pain and anxiety; 
past, present, and future medical treat-
ment; and psychological harm and in-
jury.”

Legal claims, demands
The lawsuit names the City of Lan-

sing as the defendant, arguing that the 
LBWL is a governmental entity within 
the municipality. The complaint as-
serts four counts:

•	 Count I and II: Racial dis-
crimination under the Elliott-Larsen 
Civil Rights Act and Title VII. The 
complaint argues the collective actions 
— including the handling of the sexu-
al assault report, the director’s alleged 
statement about McClinton being “just 
there for the insurance,” multiple trans-
fers without reason, forced work in the 
chemically hazardous water plant and 
termination from the apprenticeship 
program — constitute discriminatory 
treatment based on his race.

•	 Count III and IV: Hostile 
work environment under Title VII 
and the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights 
Act. The filing claims LBWL’s actions 
created an “intimidating, hostile and 
offensive work environment” that sub-
stantially interfered with McClinton’s 
employment.

McClinton is represented by attor-
ney Ayanna D. Neal of Grewal Law. 
The complaint states McClinton time-
ly filed charges of discrimination with 
the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission and received a right-to-
sue letter on Sept. 9.

Neal said on Friday, Dec. 12, that her 
client just wants “justice.”

“I’m just looking for justice for him,” 
she said. “He’s just trying to work and 
make a living and wants to be treated 
fairly.”

Former LBWL employee alleges race discrimination, hostile work environment in federal lawsuit

By CAMILA BELLO CASTRO
Capital News Service
LANSING – The State Board of 

Education will review public com-
ments on proposed new standards 
for Michigan’s music education 
teachers, the first update in more 
than two decades.

Major changes include requiring 
educators to possess proficient lev-
els of musicianship, which was not 
outlined in the 2004 standard.

Sue Carnell, the chief deputy state 
superintendent of public instruc-
tion, said updating the standards 
for teachers is “essential to ensure 
that students who are interested in 

music can receive a high-quality, 
well-rounded education.” 

“The revision of our music educa-
tion standards is part of our overall 
certification structure revision that 
has been in process since 2018,” said 
Ken Coleman, a communications 
specialist for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education.

“K–12 programs were the next 
steps,” he said.

“The 2004 standards outlined 
content requirements for programs, 
but also included program design 
and faculty requirements,” Coleman 
said.

“They included limited critical 
music teacher skills, such as assess-

ment of literacy and working with 
all students, including those who 
have specialized learning needs.”

The new requirements – which are 
not reflected in the 2004 standard – 
include musicianship, music profes-
sionalism, music development, kin-
esthetic development in music (the 
sequential acquisition and develop-
ment of the motor skills needed for 
musical engagement in children), 
music pedagogy, student engage-
ment, classroom management and 
program management. 

Public comments were accepted 
through Dec. 4.

Coleman said the department will 
review the comments and submit a 

State reviews standards for music teachers full report on the comments and a 
final recommendation in the spring, 
with a request for approval. 

Carnell said in a press release, 
“Preparing our educators to teach 
their students about music aligns 
with Goal 7 of Michigan’s Top 10 
Strategic Education Plan, to in-
crease the number of certified teach-
ers in areas of shortage.”

Coleman said the updated stan-
dards would only apply to new 
teachers graduating from approved 
secondary programs aligned with 
the proposed standards. He said 
support will be provided to edu-
cational institutions to develop or 
transition their current programs.

If approved by the board, the re-
vised standards would take effect in 
the 2026-27 school year.
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CITY OF LANSING
SUMMARY OF

ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1344
 
Lansing City Council adopted an Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend 
Chapter 294 of the Lansing Codified Ordinances Section 294.02 (k) to encourage the 
retention of the top official of the Fire Department and Police Department by extending 
eligibility for retirement service credits for those officials up to 30 years, and to correct 
internal cross-references without any substantive revisions.

Effective date: Upon publication 

Notice:  The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City Clerk’s
Office, 9th Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan. A copy of the full text of 
this Ordinance may be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 9th Floor, 
City Hall, Lansing, Michigan at a fee determined by City Council.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#25-395

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearings to be held by the East Lansing 
Zoning Board of Appeals on Wednesday, January 7, 2026 at 6:00 p.m., at the East Lansing 
Public Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823:  

1. A public hearing will be held to consider an application from Gary and Cathy Baird,
property owners of 239 Hillcrest Ave. The request is for a dimensional variance 
from the minimum 3 ft. paving setback required by Section 50-816(4) in order to 
expand the driveway on the property. 

2. A public hearing will be held to consider an application from Matt, Brian, and Kevin
Hagan on behalf of Hagan Group LLC, property owners of 235 Hillcrest Ave. The 
request is for a dimensional variance from the following ordinance sections for the 
existing home and expansion of the existing driveway:

•Section 50-443(3)(a) to have less than the required 10,000 sf. lot area for a
multiple dwelling;

• 50-443(3)(b) to have less than the required lot width of 75 ft.;
• 50-816 (3) to exceed the maximum permitted front yard paving of 25%;
• 50-816(4) to have less than the required 8 ft. setback from the rear lot line

required for parking spaces and driveways;
• 50-816(4) to have less than the required 3 ft. setback from the side lot line

required for parking spaces and driveways.
3. A public hearing will be held to consider an application from Bascom Capital LLC

on behalf of property owner, Student Book Store Inc. of 401, 421, and 427  Grand 
River Ave. The request is for a dimensional variance from a maximum of 3 
bedrooms in the B-3 zoning district required by Section 50-592(4) and a 
dimensional variance from the maximum height of 160 ft. required by section 
50-806 in order to construct a mixed use development consisting of one-, two- and 
three-bedroom multi-family dwellings, ground floor commercial space and one 
level of underground parking.

A staff report (Agenda Item Report) for each public hearing will be published on the City’s 
website the Friday before the meeting. To locate staff reports, please visit the City’s public 
meeting portal at https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ and select the meeting date.

Materials related to the request are available for viewing at the Department of Planning, 
Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 
48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s website located at 
www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications.  Written comments may be sent prior to the 
public hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to coelzba@cityofeastlansing.com.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services 
must contact the Planning, Building, and Development Office, 410 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6930 (TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at 
gwhitney@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

 Emily Gordon
 City Clerk

Dated: December 11, 2025
East Lansing, MI 48823

CP#25-396

Sturdivant out as fire chief 
after civil rights lawsuit

Lansing’s top fire of-
ficial is on his way out, 
mayoral spokesperson 
Scott Bean confirmed 
last week.

The city of Lansing 
will not renew its con-
tract with Fire Chief 
Brian Sturdivant, which 
ends this month. The 
decision comes after a 
Nov. 20 civil rights law-
suit, filed on behalf of 
fire department employ-
ee Cecilia Major, named 
Sturdivant and the city 
as co-defendants.

The lawsuit alleges 
Sturdivant violated the 
Elliott-Larsen Civil 
Rights Act by unfairly 
requiring Major to wear 
a bra at work and requir-
ing two male employees 
to check on her.

On Thursday, two days 
after news of the lawsuit 
broke, the local fire-
fighters’ union released 
a statement supporting 
Major.

The following day, 
Bean confirmed that 
Sturdivant’s contract, 
which ends Dec. 31, 
would not be renewed. 
Assistant Chief Carrie 
E d w a r d s - C l e m m o n s 
will be interim fire chief 
until a replacement can be found.

The lawsuit mentions Ed-
wards-Clemmons, saying she failed 
to provide contact information for 
human resources representatives 
upon Major’s request, according to 
the Lansing State Journal.

That same day, IAFF Local 421 
thanked advocates, saying that “Be-
cause of your voices and support, 
Brian Sturdivant is no longer in 
command of the Lansing Fire De-
partment.”

The union also thanked Schor and 
congratulated Edwards-Clemmons 
on her role.

There have been several contro-
versies involving the fire depart-
ment this year. In June, IAFF Lo-
cal 421 pulled its endorsement of 
Mayor Andy Schor over a dispute 
involving retired firefighters’ insur-
ance premiums. In September, after 
Schor and retirees came to a solu-

tion, IAFF re-endorsed Schor.
Also in September, the city began 

investigating how local musician 
P. B. Yanna obtained permission 
to film a music video at a local fire 
station, the release of which came 
as a surprise to Schor. That inves-
tigation has since concluded, but 
Bean declined to tell the LSJ who 
approved the video.

Schor banned private filming on 
city property with an executive or-
der on Sept. 30.

Sturdivant joined the department 
as fire chief in 2022. He was previ-
ously fire chief in Battle Creek and 
held similar or subordinate roles in 
several other states before coming 
to Lansing.

He had been on unexplained leave 
for 2 ½ months before returning in 
November.

By LEO V. KAPLAN

Outgoing Lansing Fire Chief Brian Sturdivant
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Please use the QR code, visit lansingcitypulse.com/donate, 
or mail your check to City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan, 

Lansing, MI 48912.

Thank you!
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U-M head football 
coach Sherrone Moore 
was charged with felony 
third-degree home inva-
sion and two misdemean-
ors -- stalking in a domestic 
relationship and breaking 
and entering -- after he was 
fired with cause by the uni-
versity last Wednesday fol-

lowing an investigation that found evidence he was 
engaged in an inappropriate relationship with a staff 
member. The alleged actions took place hours after the 
firing. Prosecutors said Moore broke into the staff mem-
ber’s apartment, grabbed knives and scissors, and threat-
ened to kill himself and said his blood would be on her 
hands. The woman had broken up with Moore two days 
earlier, prompting calls and texts from him that led her to 
report the affair to U-M officials. Moore is married to an-
other woman and has three children. Assistant Biff Poggi 
was named interim coach.

Moore was arraigned, 
then released Friday after 
he posted a $25,000 bond 
and was ordered to not have 
any contact with the victim, 
wear a tether and continue 
mental health treatment. His 
next hearing is scheduled for 
Jan. 22, 2026. In the wake of 
Moore’s firing and charges, the 
U-M Board of Regents met 
with Athletic Director Warde Manuel to discuss the latest 
scandal in the department, which includes sign-stealing 
by off-field analyst Connor Stalions, recruiting violations 
by former head coach Jim Harbaugh and computer hack-
ing by co-offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach 
Matt Weiss -- as well as those involving coaches of other 
sports. The university reported that the law firm of Jen-
ner & Block, which did an initial probe into allegations 
against Moore months earlier but didn’t discover any-
thing, is investigating the athletic department to find out 
if there was a cover-up.

East Lansing po-
lice are investigating 
a homicide that ap-
peared to have hap-
pened early Sunday. 
Officers were dis-
patched to Arbor Glen 
Apartments, near W. 
Lake Lansing Road 

and Abbot Road, around 1:30 a.m. on Dec. 14. A male, 
identified as St. Johns resident Feng Lin, 37, was found 
dead. Peiyun Qin, a 23-year-old East Lansing resident, 
has been charged with open murder, armed robbery and 
several weapons offenses, according to a statement from 
Ingham County Prosecuting Attorney John Dewane. Lin 
has entered a not guilty plea and is scheduled for hearings 
later this month, according to Dewane. Police have said 

the homicide did not appear to be random and there was 
no indication of an ongoing public safety risk.

Lansing’s planned 
Mod Pod/NOVA com-
munity, with 50 modular 
housing units, may be 
further delayed. Offi-
cials have struggled to 
get a site picked for the 
housing units intended 
for homeless individu-
als. After coming up with a list of five final locations, the 
city may be trying to identify additional potential sites. 
A joint committee meeting -- with the Human Relations 
and Community Services Advisory Board and The May-
or’s Neighborhood Advisory Board -- is planned for 5:30 
p.m. on Dec. 18 at the Alfreda Schmidt Community Cen-
ter. A site selection process identified dozens of potential 
sites. Four of the five final sites announced by the city are 
in city parks; the fifth site is the former Shabazz school 
building, which is privately owned. The meeting could 
end up identifying new locations, according to a state-
ment signed by Mayor Andy Schor and Kim Coleman, 
director of the city’s Human Relations and Community 
Services department.

A renovation 
of 20 apartments 
in the Cherry Hill 
neighborhood by 
Okemos devel-
oper PK Compa-
nies is finishing 
up, with 6 already 
online. The apart-
ments fall under 

the state’s “Missing Middle” program, which provides af-
fordable housing for households making 60-120% of the 
area median income ($42,360-$84,720 for a one-person 
household in Ingham County). The apartments do not 
fall within the Cherry Hill local historic district, and the 
historic buildings were heavily remodeled. PK’s market-
ing director, Kristen Guel, told City Pulse the remodel 
upset the neighborhood, but that the cost of preservation 
was prohibitive.

Lansing’s Code Blue status has been extended for a 
fourth week, until at least 7 a.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 
17. The city’s Code Blue declarations allow local shelters 
to have more flexibility during extreme cold, or snow. The 
Letts Community Center will be open from 6:30 p.m. to 
6 a.m. as an overnight warming center during Code Blue 
periods. Many public buildings -- including the Foster, 
Gier, Letts and Schmidt community centers, libraries, 
and the Capital Area Transportation Authority Transpor-
tation Center in downtown -- will be open during the day 

as well. CATA will offer free rides to warming centers. For 
more information, visit LansingMI.gov/coldweatherplan 
or call 311 (a city information line distinct from 911).

The Lansing 
School District 
high school 
sports events 
could have 
emptier stands. 
The district is 

now restricting student attendance at games and con-
tests to Lansing students or students from the opposing 
school, according to reports in the Lansing State Journal 
and other news outlets. The district changed its athlet-
ics code of conduct last week to require identification. 
Younger students are allowed with a parent or guardian. 
School officials were quoted as saying the changes came 
after “minor incidents” involving people who were not 
Lansing students.

MSU’s Board of 
Trustees unani-
mously approved 
the hiring of Pat 
Fitzgerald as new 
head football coach 
in its meeting Fri-
day. His contract 
with the university 
has a starting annual salary of $4 million, with an addi-
tional $1 million in supplemental income that rises after 
each contract year. His initial contract runs through Jan-
uary 2031. Various reports say that among the moves to 
fill out his staff, Fitzgerald is retaining co-defensive coor-
dinator Joe Rossi and hiring former MSU All-American 
linebacker Max Bullough as another co-defensive coor-
dinator and linebackers coach. Meanwhile, former MSU 
starting quarterback Aidan Chiles and star receiver Nick 
Marsh are among the players having entered the transfer 
portal.

Ingham County deputies were called to the 5200 
block of Walker Road near Leslie in Onondaga Town-
ship Thursday for a reported shooting. A release from 
the Sherriff ’s Office said a husband and wife died in the 
shooting and that it was a targeted incident. It is inves-
tigating the incident as a “murder-suicide.” Anyone with 
information is asked contact Det. Sg. Brandon Doerr at 
517-676-8251.
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES
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Public Art of the Week rotates with Eye-
sore of the Week. If you have an idea 
for either, please email eye@lansing-
citypulse.com or call (517) 999-6704.

Colorful Honeycomb Microgal-
lery made for dreary winter

East Lansing’s newest gallery is pretty 
small and has a good admission price: 
free.

It’s a colorful honeycomb, about six 
feet tall, tucked into the alleyway behind 
(SCENE) Metrospace in downtown East 
Lansing with 21 spaces for small pieces 
of art.

The gallery is a piece of sculpture itself, 
crafted from wood, plexiglass and house 
paint and intended to last and stand out 
in Michigan’s dull, harsh winters. 

The new spot will eventually show 
works of art but for now, the gallery is its 
own display.

Lauren Gerig, director of exhibitions 
and outreach in the College of Arts & 
Letters, plans to do a call for artists in 
conjunction with the Undergraduate Ju-
ried Exhibition.

Students will also be able to curate 
their own calls and exhibitions, Pearsall 
said.

This is the first of three planned mi-
crogalleries to be done by students.

“We hope to see a wide variety of art 
displayed in the Honeycomb Microgal-
lery - from sculpture and mixed media 
to installations, photography and works 
that thoughtfully engage with space and 
community,” Pearsall said.

The gallery was built by students 
working in Pearsall, Jamie Weinfureter 
and Rafael Villares’ MSU sculpture in-
troduction and installation courses, in 
collaboration with Gerig.

Typically, the introduction students 
work heavily with materials from the 
MSU Surplus Store, and they began with 
glass from the store, but pivoted to plexi-
glass for the final version, Pearsall said.

“We work closely with Surplus to 
source supplies for student work,” Pears-
all said, “which means our students get 
to exercise a lot of creativity and flexibil-
ity, adapting their ideas to what’s avail-
able.”

Mike Ellis/City Pulse

The Honeycomb Microgallery is the 
first of three planned microgaller-
ies in East Lansing, it was recently 
installed in the alley behind (SCENE) 
Metrospace in downtown East 
Lansing. 

By JILL DOMBROWSKI
A bored, surly kid bounced in front 

of me during a long city council meet-
ing, his body unable to stay still as he 
listened intently and nodded along in 
agreement with the officials.

“All of those in favor say ‘aye,’” boomed 
a voice. 

“I,” said the kid, immediately shushed 
by an embarrassed parent.

This is my most cherished memory 
from attending all the council meetings 
this year.

I wasn’t sure what I was getting into 
when I decided to attend all the meet-
ings; I just knew I needed a break 
from focusing on national happenings. 
What I didn’t expect was that I’d enjoy 
it. Maybe it’s the glow of the outdated 
spotlights or the exquisite silk patterned 
suits sported by our city clerk.

Maybe it’s the rush from hearing 
an excruciatingly petty argument by 
someone who should know better or 
the heartbreak of hearing a clear-eyed 
homeless youth reveal their circum-
stances.

I am here for it and I want to tell you 
about it.

I host and produce a podcast, “What 
Lansing Council,” that aims to recapture 
the magic of each meeting. In every epi-
sode, I explain the meeting happenings 
to a guest and marvel at how they all 
have something interesting to add, even 
though they always start with: “Oh, I 
don’t really follow local politics.”

A year into this project I see the city 
differently.

I care more about the people here and 
I know what genre each security guard 
reads. The real charm of the meetings 
is the time for public comment, because 
of the interesting exchange of power. 
Council members must sit and listen 
to their constituents and members of 
the public are forced to stand under the 
bright lights and speak coherently.

Everyone involved is a little out of 
their comfort zone, and everyone in-
volved is a person trying their best in an 
imperfect system.

One hopeful trend I’ve noticed is peo-
ple supporting their friends and family. 
People came to speak and stand togeth-
er when a friend’s house was ordered to 
be torn down or when a friend was go-
ing to have to pay more for medical care 
because of an administrative oversight 
or when a friend felt unsafe because of 
bigoted violence.

I want to change your mind about lo-

cal politics: it is for you.
Maybe you think the pro-

cess of change is too slow, 
that the council members 
don’t share your values or 
your voice doesn’t matter. 
But the people who influ-
ence our lives are there, 

taking up space - your landlord, 
Old Town business owners and 
maybe even your mom. The 
people who speak up are shap-
ing the politics of this city and 
seeing change.

The things we focus on and 
think about gain value.

I invite you to tune into 
“What Lansing Council,” wher-
ever you get your podcasts, 

every Wednesday, after 
the Monday council meet-
ings. And if you come to 
the council meetings to be 
part of the action, you can 
let your voice be heard as 
part of the chorus of coun-
cil members approving the 
consent agenda. 

What I learned in a year of attending Lansing City Council 
meetings, by ‘What Lansing Council’ podcast host Jill Dombrowski

Jill Dombrowski, contributed

Capital Area Transportation Authority
Public Meeting Notice

2026 Listening Bus Sessions

The Capital Area Transportation Authority announces its 2026 Listening Bus sessions 
hosted on CATA’s fixed-route buses. This program gives riders a convenient way to share 
constructive feedback about their experiences while traveling to and from their destinations. 
During each session, CATA representatives will board buses to engage with customers and 
document their feedback. 

Riders who are unable to take part in an onboard Listening Bus session, including those who 
use any of CATA’s paratransit services, may share feedback by completing the online form 
at www.cata.org/Feedback  or by calling Customer Experience at 517-394-1000.

Feedback collected will be considered in new route planning, improvements to existing 
services and potential elimination of services that no longer meet rider needs.

The 2026 Listening Bus dates, routes and times are indicated below. Sessions will take 
place on the third Thursday of each month. Schedules are subject to change. For the most 
up-to-date departure times and boarding locations, visit www.cata.org/ListeningBus.  

Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026
Route 10 – 10:10 a.m. to 10:55 a.m.
Route 22 – 1:05 p.m. to 2:15 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026
Route 16 – 10:10 a.m. to 11:05 a.m.
Route 7 – 1:30 p.m. to 2:55 p.m.

Thursday, March 19, 2026
Ramp 1 – 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.*
Route 20 – 1:45 p.m. to 3:10 p.m.

Thursday, April 16, 2026
Route 18 – 11:27 a.m. to 12:57 p.m.
Route 26 – 1:25 p.m. to 2:05 p.m.

Thursday, May 21, 2026
Route 13 – 9:40 a.m. to 10:35 a.m.
Route 12 – 1:40 p.m. to 2:35 p.m.

Thursday, June 18, 2026
Route 15 – 10:40 a.m. to 11:35 a.m.
Route 1 – 12:28 p.m. to 1:55 p.m.

Thursday, July 16, 2026
Route 8 – 9:40 a.m. to 11:05 a.m.
Route 2 – 12:40 p.m. to 1:35 p.m.

Thursday, Aug. 20, 2026
Route 24 – 9:35 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Route 23 – 2:05 p.m. to 3:10 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 17, 2026
Route 25 – 10:40 a.m. to 11:34 a.m.
Ramp 1 – 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.*

Thursday, Oct. 15, 2026
Route 32 – 10:00 a.m. to 10:25 a.m.
Route 9 – 2:10 p.m. to 3:35 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 19, 2026
Route 3 – 10:40 a.m. to 12:28 p.m.
Route 14 – 1:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 17, 2026
Route 5 – 10:20 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Route 11 – 1:10 p.m. to 2:05 p.m.

*Some Listening Bus sessions on Michigan State University’s campus will take place at 
the MSU/CTC located at Ramp 1 due to higher ridership on campus buses.

 CP#25-398  



What if Potter Park Zoo lost its 
accreditation because it couldn’t 
renovate the home of the big cats 
and lemurs? Does Lansing’s only zoo 
become a petting zoo? 

A scenario that didn’t seem pos-
sible a couple of years 
ago is back on the 
table after a state 
House panel denied 
the funding stream 
for dozens of projects, 
big and small, in the 
name of “waste, fraud 
and abuse.” 

Potter Park was one of about 20 
Lansing-area projects that may see 
previously agreed-upon state money 
slip away after House Republicans 
used an arcane legal maneuver last 
week to slam the brakes on money 
approved long ago. 

Unless Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
cooks up a good legal reason why not 
to follow the House’s directive, In-
gham County government may lose 
$10 million in state money that state 
Sen. Sarah Anthony (D-Lansing) 
scored for them last term to renovate 
the feline/primate building to save 
the Zoo’s accreditation. 

The zoo isn’t the only entity in 
a lurch. As the chair of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, Anthony 
made sure lots of Lansing projects 
were taken care of last term when 
the Democrats controlled the House, 
Senate and the Governor’s office. 

Alex Brace, the executive director 
of Small Talk Children’s Advocacy 
Center in Lansing, assists young 
sexual abuse survivors with a variety 
of services. His shop was awarded 
a four-year, $1.8 million grant last 
year. He only used $100,000 of the 
grant this year, but was ramping up 
services next year and beyond.

Now, he said he’s forced to scram-
ble, possibly lay off staff and suspend 
services, which will hurt sexual abuse 
survivors. 

Also in the balance, according to 
the only document we’ve been able 
to get our hands on: $5 million in 
infrastructure help for CATA, $5 
million for the Board of Water and 
Light’s Steam Conversion Project, $5 
million for the Eaton County Bank 
Intercounty Drain project and $2 
million the state was picking up to 
hook up Windsor Township to BWL. 

Lansing schools are supposed to 
get $2.5 million for some infrastruc-
ture projects. The Lansing Lugnuts 
were getting $1 million. There’s 
$500,000 for the LMTS Community 
Center, $320,000 for the Building 
21 Teen Center and $150,000 for 
Holt Schools. 

The City Rescue Mission received 
state money, too, from 2023-24, but 
they received their last state payment 
the other day. Got in just under the 
wire. 

House Republicans had no power 
to stop any of the projects approved 
in 2023-24 until now. 

Under a 1984 law, the State Bud-
get Office must inform the House 
and Senate spending committees, by 
mid-November, about which “work 
projects” are being carried over into 
the next fiscal year. 

If either committee has a problem 
with the list, they have 30 days to 
reject all or some of the spending. 
The money of anything rejected goes 
to the state’s General Fund. 

To the best of anyone’s knowledge, 
the tool was used once a few years 
ago. The total redirection was $18 
million. This time, House Republi-
cans spiked $644.9 million. 

To be fair, no governor has slid 
money from one year to the next, like 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer has. Pre-
COVID, before the federal govern-
ment shoved billions Michigan’s way, 
maybe a few hundred million dollars 
passed through as a work project. 

No big deal. 
This year, it was $2.7 billion and 

House Republicans said enough was 
enough. 

“All these Taj Mahals that she 
planned to build in Lansing? They’re 
all gone. And I don’t feel bad about 
that one bit,” said House Speaker 
Matt Hall. 

Hall is using some of this spending 
as a negotiating tool. Projects like 
Potter Park and “Small Talk” should 
go through his Hall Ethics Account-
ability and Transparency (HEAT) 
public hearing process, he said. 

Next year, Anthony could try to re-
negotiate at least some of them back 
into existence. 

Meanwhile, Whitmer’s team is 
looking into whether the 1984 law 
the House R’s used is constitutional. 
They wonder if House R’s followed 
the correct procedures in killing the 
money.  

But if Whitmer isn’t able to find a 
way to tie up these denials, renego-
tiation is the only way to save all of 
these projects. 

 (Kyle Melinn is the editor of the 
Capitol news service MIRS. You can 
email him at melinnky@gmail.com.)
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Private apartments start at $1,250 a month, including 
utilities. Service packages start at $1,650 a month.LLIIVVEE  

YYOOUURR  
BBEESSTT  
LLIIFFEE Family | Friends  | HappinessBaldwinHouseSeniors.com

LANSING
(517) 393-7777

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF LIENED PROPERTY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a PUBLIC SALE HAS BEEN SCHEDULED and will be 
held on bid13.com, ending Friday, December 19th, 2025 at 1:00 P.M. The location of the 
storage unit items to be sold is State Mini Storage, 3946 E. State Road, Bath, Michigan 
of Clinton County. State Mini Storage will sell units via bid13.com to satisfy the lien on the 
property stored at this facility by the following persons:

Name Unit Contents

Craig Irwin H354C Tools, Totes, Fishing Gear, Furniture, Household Items

Cash only accepted (Note: A credit card is required to create a bid13.com account but 
cannot be used to pay for the auction items). Winning bidders must pay the amount of 
their winning bid plus a $100 deposit in cash when visiting our office to collect items won 
at auction. Deposit will be returned after the Property Manager confirms the unit has been 
left completely empty with no damage caused by the bidder or their associates. No person 
under the age of 18 years is allowed to make bids at the sale. Accounts will be sent to 
a collection service if a balance remains after the auction (to be paid by the original renter). 
All purchased goods are sold “as is” and must be removed no later than the Monday follow-
ing the auction at 8:30 a.m. The unit is to be left completely empty in a clean and rentable 
condition.  No usage of our site dumpster is allowed for the sale.

CP#25-388

WILLIAMSTOWN TOWNSHIP
Board Meeting December 10, 2025

Synopsis

The Williamstown Township Board held a regular meeting on Wednesday, December 10, 
2025 with Supervisor Poth, Clerk Cleveland, Treasurer VanErp, Trustee Brinker, Trustee 
Creagh, and Trustee Steinberg present. The Board approved the following:

• Consent Agenda
• Farmland Preservation Application for Hamlin Farms
• Adoption of a Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for 2026-2031
• Adoption of a Parks & Recreation Master Plan with Resolution #105a-2025
• Reappointment of Donna Tocarchick to the Planning Commission with term expiring

in September 2028

A Strategic Planning meeting will be held on January 7, 2026 at 5:30 pm. in the Community 
Room of the Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Rd., Williamston and the next regular Board 
meeting will be at 6:30 PM on Wednesday, January 14, 2026. Visit williamstownmi.gov for 
the latest agenda, documents, and updates. Phone (517) 655-3193.

Robin A. Cleveland, MiPMC
Township Clerk

CP#25-394

Rarely-used budget move puts zoo, 
other Lansing projects in limbo 

POLITICS

By NICHOLE KEWAY BIBER

The data center proposal for down-
town Lansing, just a brief walk from 
the Grand River, is being marketed 
to the public foremost as an environ-
mental win for the heated water that 
will be given to BWL as a non-emit-
ting heating source. 

As I queried at the Planning Com-
mission hearing in November, though, 
what source of energy is being used 
to supply the data center in the first 
place?

Is it a combustible source that 
causes emissions? 

In which case, the alleged 
carbon neutrality is just a matter 
of magical math that zeroes out pol-
lution on a spreadsheet, but does not 
erase what goes into the atmosphere 
and our lungs.

Or would the energy going to the 
proposed data center be fully from 
non-combustible renewables like solar 
or wind or geothermal?

In which case, where is the proof of 
that, but also, why aren’t those energy 
sources going to serve current residen-
tial and local business customers first?

PowerPoints created by a profit-mo-
tivated company are designed to sell 

us a winning narrative and sidestep 
answering for what occurred behind 
closed doors before the ad campaigns 
got launched.

I did go to speak with one of the 
Deep Green representatives in the 
hallway after the meeting, to raise a 
concern beyond these energy ques-
tions. I communicated my concern 
that rushing to build data centers 
seems designed to push us into 
accepting that we need AI, despite it 
being wholly unregulated and used 
to make pornographic deep fakes and 

even drive vulnerable people 
into psychosis.

I even shared that a close 
family member of mine experienced 
just such a mental break.

The man from Deep Green, who 
earlier repeatedly reiterated his inten-
tion to be a “good neighbor,” respond-
ed by saying “I get it, you’re Luddites.”

To meet a community member and 
offer only condescension and dismis-
sive ridicule does not inspire confi-
dence about Lansing’s proposed new 
neighbor.

Dr. Nichole Keway Biber
East Lansing, MI

Opinion
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It’s hard to peg down any one 
thing about non-profits: There are 
about 42,000 of them of all sizes in 
Michigan, covering everything from 
health care, homelessness and hous-
ing to arts and animals.

But if there’s one thing in com-
mon, it’s that 2025 was a lot to deal 
with.

There were federal funding scares 
and realities, alongside increased de-
mand for what most nonprofits do, 
which only accelerates the growing 
strain on every nonprofit’s volun-
teers and staff, said Kelley Kuhn, 
president & CEO of the Michigan 
Nonprofit Association.

It’s been a challenging fundraising 
year for most nonprofits, said Laurie 
Strauss Baumer, president and CEO 
of the Capital Region Community 
Foundation.

“Nonprofits in general have suf-
fered throughout the year,” she said. 
“We’re hoping 
and praying that 
this is a strong 
giving season.”

She said her 
foundation’s rec-
ommendat ions 
for giving are fo-
cused more on 
issues like home-
lessness, housing, 
healthcare, and 
children, and less 
on areas like the 
arts and animals 
this year, because 
“conditions are so 
dire for individu-
als and families.”

Kirk Taskila, 
senior case man-
ager at Lansing 
Area AIDS Net-
work, has been 
with the nonprof-
it for about 18 years and said 2025 
was the most uncertain year so far. 
Feared cuts have not happened yet, 
Taskila said, but even staying flat 
was effectively like getting a budget 
cut in 2025.

“There have been no increases (in 
government funding) despite the in-
creased cost of housing, electricity, 
and other increases that are continu-
ing across the board for all budgets,” 
Taskila said.

Most of Taskila’s clients are at or 
below the poverty line.

“And when people are trying to live 
on $900 a month through Social Se-
curity, it makes it really difficult to 
maintain housing and provide for 
food and your basic necessities,” 
Taskila said.

Economic conditions often hit 
nonprofits more than once: The 
services they offer are more needed 
than ever, individual donors may 
be tightening their own belts while 
big-dollar federal grants shrink and 
the volunteers and staff at the non-
profits get stretched even further 
than before.

“People are feeling insecure and 

worried about the conditions and 
when they feel insecure and afraid, 
they might hold tighter to their cash 
and that has a trickle-down effect to 
nonprofits,” Strauss Baumer said.

How nonprofits fared in 2025
Some Head Start pro-

grams had to temporari-
ly close early in 2025 af-
ter federal freezes, Kuhn 
said.

“Initially, we saw a re-
sponse from philanthro-
py,” she said, “working 
with grantees until those 
dollars came back or to 
help where there were 
delays in reimburse-
ments.”

The John D. and 
Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation helped to set 
an early tone of giving by 
upping their giving from 
5% of their holdings to 
6%, an estimated $150 
million more over two 
years. Kuhn said that set 
the tone for other foun-
dations to give more and 
signaled that the need, 
even early in 2025, was 

greater than ever before.
Another round of major giving 

happened in the fall when SNAP 
funding was both cut and delayed.

Those well-publicized and signifi-
cant cuts and delays inspired rounds 
and rounds of donations to the 
Greater Lansing Food Bank, which 
supports smaller pantries and soup 
kitchens throughout seven counties 
in addition to its own efforts.

The GLFD saw a dramatic increase 
in donations to match the federal cuts 
and worries of even deeper cuts.

“We definitely have seen higher 
amounts of giving, both from indi-
viduals and in food being brought in,” 
said Katlyn Cardoso, senior manager 
of marketing and communications 
for the food bank.

That’s coming alongside higher 
demand and higher food prices, al-
though the food bank is not in danger 
of running out of food, she said.

“It’s important to sustain this mo-
mentum and this support work we do 
for the community, because the more 
resources we have, the more we’re 
able to anticipate and react to what 
happens next,” Cardoso said.

Silver linings in a tough year for 
nonprofits

Overall, there is some good news 
for nonprofits: No, their big federal 
dollars aren’t being restored. And no, 
the problems they want to solve may 
not be getting solved at scale. 

But there are more donations, at 
least as measured at a high level.

During the critical December giv-
ing season, many nonprofits are cau-
tiously optimistic, Kuhn said. 

Giving Tuesday, on Dec. 2 this year, 
brought about $4 billion in donations 
to various nonprofits worldwide, ac-
cording to estimates from the official 
GivingTuesday.com platform. Giving 
Tuesday began in 2012 as a hashtag 
and a nonprofit fundraising cam-
paign by the 92nd Street Y in New 
York; it has ballooned into one of the 
most important donation days in the 
nonprofit world and Giving Tuesday 
became a standalone group in 2020.

The organization said Giving Tues-
day 2025 showed increases in almost 
every area from 2024: 13% more 
money, 3% more people giving, 20% 
more people volunteering and 26% 
more people speaking out about their 

causes.
Kuhn said she is seeing more indi-

viduals giving as well as organizations 
and communities stepping up for 
food insecurity issues, among others.

Tax changes
Some of that estimated $4 billion 

from Giving Tuesday will have been 
donated to Michigan and local non-
profits but even outside of Giving 
Tuesday donations and estimates, 
December has proven to be a critical 
month for nonprofits, Kuhn said.

There’s a bit of holiday spirit as 
well as tax reasons for seeing a spike 
in donations in December.

A new federal law - the Big Beau-
tiful Bill - allows non-itemizing in-
dividuals to deduct up to $1,000 
in charitable donations or $2,000 
for a family, which could encourage 
lower- to middle-income people do-
nate more this year, according to the 
Journal of Accountancy. 

The same report found that the bill 
could also significantly reduce high-
end giving, in some cases making the 
same exact donations mean less for 
the donor’s taxes, and the changes 
could also mean long-term donation 
plans get accelerated into late 2025 
to stay ahead of future changes.

The National Council of Nonprof-
its opposed many of the tax changes, 
including the high-end changes, but 
it supported the individual deduc-
tions. 

“This provision further incentiviz-
es charitable giving among the 90% 
of taxpayers who do not itemize their 
tax deductions, bolstering the work 
done in communities by charitable 
nonprofits,” the council said, in a 
summer analysis of the bill’s impli-
cations for nonprofits.

2025 strained many nonprofits 
but also led to more donations

All of the Above Hip Hop Academy

Community Foundation

City Rescue Mission

Ele’s Place Capital Region

Coalition Against Homelessness

Greater Lansing Food Bank

Raymond Holt

Laurie Strauss Baumer, 
president and CEO of the 
Capital Region Community 
Foundation, speaks at the 
October ceremony opening 
the Fish Ladder Music Park at 
Brenke Fish Ladder.
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What’s 2026 looking like?
Going into the new year, there is a 

lot of headwind, but there has been 
a lot of hope too, said Bob O’Ha-
ra, director of development for the 
Michigan Coalition Against Home-
lessness.

He said fundraising at his orga-
nization has been strong following 
cuts to federal programs earlier this 
year, in part because the crisis has 
inspired more people to donate and 
volunteer, people who may have pre-
viously believed that “somebody else 
is taking care of it.” 

More people helping means his 
coalition can do more training and 
support for the local organizations 
that work to combat homelessness 
on the ground.

O’Hara said his organization 
doesn’t do the on-the-ground work 
that dozens of homelessness organi-
zations do in places like Lansing.

Instead, his organization works 
to give those local groups more sup-
port and training and to advocate for 
state changes that would create less 
work for the local groups by building 
more houses

“You can’t solve homelessness 
without more houses,” O’Hara said.

Holy Cross closing, The Nest opening
There’s a lot of work to be done to 

solve homelessness in Lansing and 
one of the city’s biggest shelters is an-
nouncing that it will be closing soon.

Holy Cross, one of Lansing’s larg-
est homeless shelters, is closing its 
doors at the end of March.

Holy Cross Shelters is wrapping 
up operations after the first quarter, 
with some of its services being picked 
up by a new nonprofit: The Nest.

“New Hope will close at the end of 
March,” said Shelbi Frayer, the inter-
im director of Holy Cross and found-
er of The Nest.

Holy Cross will continue to provide 
shelter through the winter, which 
was important, Frayer said.

The Nest is currently raising mon-
ey and is working with City Rescue 
Mission, one of Lansing’s other ma-
jor shelters, which is expanding ca-

pacity.
The Nest will run a separate shel-

ter system for about 26 veterans and 
12 to 15 families, who have fathers or 
boys over 13. Most local shelters do 
not accept grown men with children 
and there is a gap for veterans as 
well, Frayer said.

The Nest will also serve as a day 
center for people who shelter over-
night at City Rescue Mission, where 
they typically don’t spend the day.

The recent cold weather has esca-
lated the problems for those living 
outside and the city of Lansing has 
had a Code Blue designation since 
before Thanksgiving.

“That pushes our staff, it means 
more overtime and more staff and 
volunteers needed,” Frayer said.

Shelters, she said, generally will 
keep some people out for past bad 
behavior.

“There are lists of folks who not 
allowed back - maybe they assaulted 
staff or did something inappropriate 
- but during a Code Blue, everyone 
is welcomed in because it’s a life and 
safety issue. That usually requires a 
new level of security in the building 
to keep everyone safe and protected.”

If the entire winter remains at a 
Code Blue, which Frayer said seems 
possible if the city uses a reasonable 
metric of temperature falling be-
low 25 degrees for more than two 
hours, that will mean extra pressure 
on shelters across the city and would 
also mean more access to warming 
centers for those in need.

The Nest is one of a large number 
of nonprofits in and around Lan-
sing that are doing great, and sorely 
needed, work right now, said Strauss 
Baumer, of the Capital Region Com-
munity Foundation.

Frayer said the most effective way 
to give, whether that’s to help the 
homeless population in Lansing or 
any other cause, is to support dif-
ferent groups and go straight to the 
group and ask what they need.

“One of the best ways is to donate 
directly to shelters,” Frayer said. “Ev-
erybody has a QR code and they have 
lots of ways to donate.”

How to give
Direct donations may be the best 

gift any nonprofit could get, said 
Kuhn, and giving directly to a non-
profit is a great way to tailor effective 
giving.

Unrestricted donations - money 
given with no conditions or requests 
- can allow an organization do all 
kinds of stuff from routine mainte-
nance and paying staff to launching 
new programs.

For the Food Bank, $1 in donations 
can provide three meals because 
the organization can use nonprofit 
discounts, bulk purchases, friendly 
agreements, and other tricks to make 
that $1 in cash buy more food than 
anyone else could with $1.

But direct cash donations are not 
the only way to give.

Almost any nonprofit would be 
happy with little effort and just a few 
bucks tossed toward something on 
their Amazon wish list.

Donating directly to wish lists is an 
effective way to give, Kuhn said. It’s 
one of the best ways to give some-
thing that will get used, often imme-
diately.

There’s going to be both normal 
and offbeat things on those Amazon 
lists, which sometimes tell you a lot 
about the people helped by the non-
profit.

Consider donating travel-size 

shampoo bottles for homeless shel-
ters, for example, instead of large bot-
tles, because they’re easier to carry.

Ele’s Place offers help to grieving 
children, teens, young adults and 
families. 

Their Amazon wish list has stick-
ers, hair ties, games, snacks and more.

The Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Mid-Michigan needs fid-
get toys, laundry supplies, clock radi-
os, shower caps and condiment pack-
ets, said Amy Stanton, development 
director.

Their Amazon wish lists help to 
cover not only stays at the Ronald 
McDonald House, aimed at avoiding 
long commutes to hospitals, but also 
to stock hospitality carts that roam 
the NICU spaces at UM Health-Spar-
row Hospital.

People come in sometimes with 
nothing but what they had on them 
when a medical emergency strikes, 

“Whether it’s supplying necessities 
like snacks and personal care items 
on our hospitality carts and in trans-
fer bags, a room or hot meal at Ron-
ald McDonald House Mid-Michigan, 
or fuel and meal gift cards to families 
transferring hospitals,” Stanton said, 
“we strive to keep each family togeth-
er, providing them with a warm and 
caring environment where they can 
focus on the health of their child.”

By MIKE ELLIS

Musty Basement?
WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This 
is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply 
and the offer may not be available in your area.  If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by 
telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated 
technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
Plus FREE 

Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

1-866-990-1721
CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Basement Waterproofi ng
Crawl Space Service

Indoor Air Quality
Foundation Repair

Holy Cross

Saved by Zade

Lansing Area AIDS Network

The Nest

Michigan Nonprofit Association Ronald McDonald House Mid Michigan
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By NICOLE NOECHEL
Where do poets, Ten Pound Fiddle 

regulars, fledgling performers and mu-
sic aficionados go to congregate?

East Lansing’s All Saints Episcopal 
Church, for the monthly Coffeehouse 
at All Saints.

The series has run for nearly two 
decades, inviting local and sometimes 
more remote musicians, spoken-word 
artists, actors and other creatives to 
share their talents with audiences of 
40 to 50 people, on average.

Founder and longtime All Saints 
parishioner Steve Findley expects 
about double that number on Friday, 
at the series’ annual holiday concert. 
Performers include spoken-word art-
ists Janet Navarro and Mary Fox, fa-
ther-son duo The Roberts Guys, sing-
er-songwriters Lyn Sawicki and Darryl 
Gregory, Austin Kaufmann of “jazzy 
indie-folk and Americana” band The 
Dangling Participles, husband-and-
wife duo Tom and Mary, fingerstyle 
guitarist Chris Rietz and string ensem-
ble Friday Strings.

“On Friday, we’ll be very busy — un-
usually busy. We’ll have a great time,” 
Findley said.

The Coffeehouse began in 2006 
with “a little bit of strife” at the church, 
according to Findley.

“One thing some of us thought is 
that we should get together,” he said. 
“It was us wanting to do something 
that might bring people 
together. We all like to 
play and sing as well. So, 
for us, it was no hassle. 
It was more fun.”

At the start, the series 
was more of a jam-and-
sing-along group.

“We started meeting, 
just a few of us,” Findley 
said. “In the beginning, 
we weren’t concerned if a lot of peo-
ple didn’t come; we just hoped they 
would.”

Within a few months, word was 
spreading. 

“What was surprising was that, like 
the third month, 18 people came. We 
only had three to four the first time,” 
Findley said. “And then it grew, and 
then it grew after that, to the point 
where for years and years and years, 
there were 40 to 50 people every 
month. And that’s a great — in that 

room that we perform in, that’s a great 
size.”

The roster of artists Findley handles 
today has also grown extensively, to 
around 120 and counting.

“In the beginning, it was, ‘Hey, will 
you play Friday? No, okay, I guess I’ll 
have to put together some songs,’” he 
said. “It was all on me or this other per-
son, or two or three of us, so we started 
inviting people. We would email peo-
ple and ask them, and they’d go, ‘Yeah, 
I can come by.’ And it quickly became a 

multi-person event.”
The format is still very 

open-ended: Artists can 
perform whatever they’d 
like in the allotted time 
frame.

“If you’re a musician, you 
get three songs or 15 min-
utes, whatever’s less, be-
cause I made that mistake 
a few times — show people 

three songs, and they choose “Stairway 
to Heaven” three times,” he said. “And 
with spoken-word people, usually it’s 
10 minutes. So, we’re pretty open. You 
get your 15 minutes of fame.”

Some performers are regulars, at-
tending Coffeehouses even when 
they’re not performing. Local duo Tom 
Heideman and Mary Koenigsknecht, 
also known as Tom and Mary, have 
been attending the series for around 
five years.

“We’ve been playing around town 

since the ‘90s, maybe,” Heideman said. 
“I probably heard about the Coffee-
house for years. But with our work 
schedules — I worked over at the Mar-
shall music store — quite often I would 
say, ‘Well, I don’t think we can make it 
to that.’ But eventually I retired, Mary 
retired, and we said, ‘Well, let’s just go 
check it out.’ And we discovered that 
we liked it.”

The duo has a folksy, singer-song-
writer style, performing tunes by art-
ists like James Taylor, The Beatles and 
Simon & Garfunkel as well as Heide-
man’s own music. At Friday’s holiday 
show, their allotted three songs will 
include an original, “Singing Peace (A 
Christmas Song),” as well as a must-
have for any concert held within a 
church, “Silent Night,” and the “Alvin 
and the Chipmunks” Christmas song. 
Findley and Kaufmann will join in on 
the final number.

“I like the variety, and I like that it’s 
kind of open to anybody. There are 
people who are seasoned performers, 
and then there are people who you can 
tell are just trying it out, maybe for the 
first time, and people are welcome to 
that,” Heideman said. “People are very 
encouraging of performers, seasoned 
or first-timers.”

Even kids can join in on the fun.
“Austin Kaufmann’s daughter, Anara 

Pearl, she’s played. A long time ago, we 
had the daughter of a professional ac-
tress in town. She played clarinet, and 

the fact is, she wasn’t very good, and 
she knew it, but she came and played,” 
Findley said. “You know what she did? 
She went home and practiced, and she 
came back two months later and was 
pretty darn good.

“Back in the day in Lansing, there 
was Magdalena’s Teahouse on Michi-
gan Avenue. And Miko Fossum, who 
owned the place, had a daughter, Mag-
gie Fossum. Maggie was 10 years old, 
and she played ukulele. She came, and 
she was like an old soul. And she’s gone 
on and played festivals all over Mich-
igan,” he continued. “So we’re giving 
young people an outlet, you know. I 
take zero credit. People listen. They’re 
a very good audience. They’re very sup-
portive.”

More experienced artists often find 
the series rewarding as well, Findley 
noted. Two local musicians who met at 
the Coffeehouse ended up recording a 
CD together, inviting others they met 
at the event to participate. Fingerstyle 
guitarist Monte Pride also utilized mu-
sicians he met at the Coffeehouse for 
one or two of his CDs. 

Whether or not they’re interested in 
performing, Findley recommended ev-
eryone give the Coffeehouse a go.

“There are three things: It’s free, 
which is different than almost every 
other venture around town. People 
can bring a beverage, which is cool. 
And you can stay and go as you please. 
So, there’s really no excuse not to try it 
out,” he said.

When the series reaches its eventu-
al, inevitable conclusion, Findley won’t 
be in mourning. He’s just glad for the 
friendships he’s made and cultivated 
for others along the way.

“I said to my wife — my great, sup-
portive wife — that when the energy 
fades, when it becomes a hassle or peo-
ple don’t sign up, I’m out,” he said. “I 
think the energy comes from meeting 
all these people. I’ve met so many mu-
sicians in town, and people who come 
to the Coffeehouse and say, ‘You know, 
I really like this. This is great. I have 
a friend visiting from out of town, and 
I brought him here.’ I’m like, ‘Good,’ 
you know? That’s a good thing. It’s not 
a necessary service, but it provides an 
outlet for people to both perform and 
to come and enjoy a couple hours on a 
Friday night.”
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Coffeehouse at All Saints gives diverse 
artists 15 minutes of fame

Courtesy photo

Austin Kaufmann and Tamiko Rothhorn of The Dangling Participles perform at the 
Coffeehouse at All Saints on Nov. 21.

Coffeehouse at All 
Saints holiday show
7:30-9:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 19
All Saints Episcopal Church
800 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing
Free
facebook.com/
TheCoffeehouseAtAllSaints

Now more than ever...
Mail checks to City Pulse, 1905 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912

To contribute by credit card, please go to 
www.lansingcitypulse.org/support-us/

or call (517) 999-6704
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Nine hundred years ago, 
Sufi philosopher Al-Ghazali provided rigorous 
advice that’s not very popular these days. “To 
understand the stars,” he said, “one must polish 
the mirror of the soul.” Here’s my interpretation: To 
fathom the truth about reality, you must be a strong 
character who treasures clarity and integrity. It’s 
highly unlikely you can gather a profound grasp 
of how life works if your inner depths are a mess. 
Conversely, your capacity to comprehend the 
Great Mystery increases as you work on purifying 
and strengthening your character. Everything I just 
said is good advice for all of us all the time, but it 
will be especially potent and poignant for you in the 
coming months. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The sound of a whip 
cracking is a small sonic boom. The tip breaks the 
sound barrier, creating that distinctive snap. In my 
astrological reckoning, Taurus, life has provided 
you with the equivalent of a whip. During the 
coming months, you will have access to a simple 
asset that can create a breakthrough force when 
wielded with precision and good timing. I’m not 
referring to aggression or violence. Your secret 
superpower will be understanding how to use small 
treasures that can generate disproportionate 
impacts. What’s your whip? 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Some Japanese potters 
practice “yohen tenmoku.” It’s a technique used to 
create a rare type of tea bowl with shifting, star-
like iridescence on deep, dark glaze. The sublime 
effect results from a process that’s unusually 
demanding, highly unpredictable and hard to 
control. Legend says that only one in a thousand 
bowls achieves the intended iridescence. The 
rest, according to the masters, are “lessons in 
humility.” I believe you can flourish by adopting 
this experimental mindset in the coming months. 
Treat your creative experiments as offerings to the 
unknown, as sources of wonder, whether or not 
your efforts yield stellar results. Be bold in trying 
new techniques and gentle in self-judgment. Delight 
in your apprenticeship to mystery. Some apparent 
“failures” may bring useful novelty. 

CANCERIAN (June 21-July 22): A fair-weather cumulus 
cloud typically weighs over a million pounds and yet 
floats effortlessly. Let’s make that one of your prime 
power symbols for 2026, Cancerian. It signifies that 
you will harbor an immense emotional cargo that’s 
suspended with grace. You will carry complex 
truths, layered desires and lyrical ambitions, 
but you will manage it all with aplomb and even 
delight. For best results, don’t overdramatize the 
heaviness; appreciate and marvel at the buoyancy. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Every 11 years, the sun 
reverses its magnetic polarity. North becomes 
south, and south becomes north. The last switch 
was completed earlier this year. Let’s use this 
natural phenomenon as your metaphorical 
omen for the coming months, Leo. Imagine that 
a kind of magnetic reversal will transpire in your 
psyche. Your inner poles will flip position. As the 
intriguing process unfolds, you may be surprised 
at how many new ideas and feelings come rumbling 
into your imagination. Rather than resist the 
cosmic acrobatics, I advise you to welcome and 
collaborate with them. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The sculptor Louise 
Bourgeois was asked why she worked so often with 
the image of the spider. She said it was a tribute 
to her mother, who was deliberate, clever, patient, 
soothing, helpful and useful — just like a spider. 
In the coming months, I invite you to embody her 
vision of the spider. You will have the wherewithal to 
weave hardy networks that could support you for 
years to come. Be creative and thoughtful as you 
craft your network of care. Your precision will be a 
form of devotion. Every strand, even fragile ones, 
will enhance your long-term resilience. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Researchers studying music 
theory know that dissonance — sounds that feel 
“wrong” or create tension — is in part culturally 
determined. Indonesia’s gamelan music and Arabic 

maqam scales are beautiful to audiences who have 
learned to appreciate them. But they might seem 
off kilter to Westerners accustomed to music filled 
with major thirds and triads. Let’s use this as our 
starting point as we contemplate your future in 
2026, Libra. Life may disrupt your assumptions 
about what constitutes balance and harmony. 
You will be invited to consider the possibility that 
what seems like discord from one perspective is 
attractive and valuable from another. My advice: 
Open your mind to other ways of evaluating what’s 
meaningful and attractive. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In the Sonoran Desert 
of the southwestern United States, Arizona bark 
scorpions are hard to see at night. Scientists who 
want to study them can find them only by searching 
with flashlights that emit ultraviolet light. This 
causes the scorpions’ exoskeletons to fluoresce 
and glow a distinct blue-green or turquoise color, 
making them highly visible. Let’s use this scenario 
as a metaphor for you. In the coming months, you 
may reveal your best brilliance under uncommon 
conditions. Circumstances that seem unusual 
or challenging will highlight your true beauty and 
power. What feels extreme may be a good teacher 
and helper. I urge you to trust that the right people 
will recognize your unique beauty. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): According to legend, 
the genius composer Mozart heard entire 
symphonies in his imagination before he wrote 
down any notes. That’s a slight exaggeration. The 
full truth is that he often worked hard and made 
revisions. His inspiration was enhanced by effort 
and craft. However, it’s also true that Mozart wrote 
at least five masterful works in rapid succession, 
sometimes with remarkably few corrections 
on the manuscript. They included his last three 
symphonies (Nos. 39, 40 and 41). I predict you will 
have a Mozart-like aptitude in the coming months: 
the ability to perceive whole patterns before the 
pieces align. Trust your big visions! 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): In Greek mythology, 
Proteus was a sea god famed for his ability to 
change his shape endlessly to evade capture. 
But now and then, a persistent hero was able to 
hold on to Proteus through all his transformations, 
whether he became a lion, serpent, tree or flame. 
Then the god would bestow the gift of prophecy 
on the successful daredevil. I suspect that in the 
coming months, you will have an exceptional power 
to snag and grasp Proteus-like things, Capricorn. 
As a result, you could claim help and revelations 
that seem almost magical. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- Feb. 18): In Florence, Italy, 
the Accademia Gallery houses several of 
Michelangelo’s sculptures that depict human 
figures partially emerging from rough blocks of 
marble. They seem to be caught in the process 
of birth or liberation. These works showcase 
the technique Michelangelo called “non-finito” 
(unfinished), in which the forms appear to struggle 
to escape from the stone. In the coming months, 
Aquarius, I foresee you undergoing a passage that 
initially resembles these figures. The good news 
is that, unlike Michelangelo’s eternally trapped 
characters, you will eventually break free. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): To prepare you for 2026, 
I’ve gathered three quotes that address your most 
pressing need and urgent mandate. I recommend 
you tape this horoscope to your bathroom mirror. 
1. “We cannot live in a world interpreted for us by 
others. An interpreted world is not a hope. Part 
of the terror is to take back our listening, to use 
our own voice, to see our own light.” — author 
Elaine Bellezza. 2. “To be yourself in a world that 
is constantly trying to make you something else 
is the greatest accomplishment.” — Ralph Waldo 
Emerson. 3. “The ability to tell your own story, in 
words or images, is already a victory, already a 
revolt.” — Rebecca Solnit. 

Jonesin' Crossword                                         By Matt Jones

“The Freemix” -- a 
themeless puzzle for 
you.
by Matt Jones
© 2025 Matt Jones

ACROSS
1. It’s represented by 
an octothorpe
8. “Count me out”
13. Slow cuisine?
15. Apres-ski drink
16. Laugh during a 
monologue?
18. “Crying in ___: 
A Memoir” (2021 
Michelle Zauner 
book)
19. 9 of 12, for short
20. Printouts
22. It’s somewhere 
below 2 or 3
24. Corrida creature
25. Like some key 
soccer shots
28. Vacuum-seal, as 
a steak, maybe
29. ___ Grand (David 
Copperfield’s Vegas 
venue)
32. Quarters sharer
33. Is being awful 
online?
34. Fireplace residue
36. Old United rival
37. Official
39. What rappers 
rock
41. Pt. of some three-
day weekends
42. Bangers
44. Lobbyist gp.
46. Harem ___ 
(Toronto hard rock 
band, not to be 
confused with an 
Elvis film)
48. Deep-fried 
general
49. Hamburger 
complaint?
50. Screen part
51. “Let’s be honest”

54. Dr. ___ Skoda of 
the “Law & Order” 
franchise
55. Go for a spare?
60. “Alias” equivalent
61. Fuming
62. Streamline, in a 
way
64. Billiards bounce
65. Meme caption 
once described as 
“arguably the most 
loathed Far Side 
strip ever”
66. Performs 
excellently
67. Highly 
abbreviated sign-off

DOWN
1. Surname of three 
acting brothers
2. Within human 
discovery
3. Blame bearers
4. “I doubt it!”
5. Corner

6. Title for a Turkish 
military leader
7. Lose it
8. Blood of Greek 
gods
9. Knit hat toppers
10. Palm fruit
11. Miffed
12. H.S. seniors’ 
exams
14. “There She Goes” 
band
17. Sketcher’s eraser
21. Live in harmony
23. Day, in Hebrew
26. What some filters 
filter
27. Actor who plays 
villainous leader 
McCone in 2025’s 
“The Running Man”
30. Follow the first 
part of an itinerary, 
perhaps
31. With higher 
chances
35. Photo that takes 

a while to capture
38. Surfaces
40. XLI times V
43. Plushie for the 
little ones
45. President of 
France, 1995-2007
47. “All the Devils ___ 
Here” (2025 film)
52. Attention-getting 
noises
53. Vulcan on “Star 
Trek: Voyager”
55. Camera roll 
contents
56. ___ history
57. “Trooper” prefix
58. “Eye of ___ and 
toe of frog ...”
59. “___ & Kim” 
(2000s Australian 
sitcom with a failed 
U.S. remake)
63. World Series 
winners in 2004 or 
2005, briefly

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)    	       Answers on page 19

SUDOKU	 Intermediate

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                              Dec. 17-23, 2025
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Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or 
any other portable craft project and immerse 
yourself in an evening of creativity, conversation 
and community. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Drum Circle at Bath Community Center - Join the 
Greater Lansing Area Drummers for a fun and 
energetic evening of rhythm and drumming. All 
ages and experience levels welcome. 6-8 p.m. 
5959 Park Lake Road, Bath. facebook.com/Great-
erLansingAreaDrummers.

Grinchmas Walk - Participants will check in out-
side the Meridian Service Center before taking a 
stroll through Nancy Moore Park for a photo with 
Santa! Dogs must be leashed at all times. 5:45-8 
p.m. 2100 Gaylord C. Smith Court, Okemos. 
meridian.mi.us. 

Group Dance Class: Beginning Rhumba - Learn the 
basic steps of this very easy Latin dance. 8 p.m. 
Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. Register by calling 517-364-8888.

Intro to Acting/Improv Class for Kids - Ages 5-12. 
4-4:45 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Jessey Adams at The Graduate - 8-10 p.m. 133 

Evergreen Ave., East Lansing. 517-348-0900. face-
book.com/GraduateByHiltonEastLansing.

Ladies’ Silver Blades - Join other adult women 
for fun, exercise, friendship and skating practice. 
All skill levels welcome. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Biggby 
Coffee Ice Cube, 2810 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 
ladiessilverblades.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild’s Holiday Exhibit — Small 
Works - In conjunction with the play “A Sherlock 
Carol,” the Mid-Michigan Art Guild invites you to 
visit its holiday exhibit in the Williamston Theatre 
Gallery. 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. midmichi-
ganartguild.org. 

MMAG Fall Art Show - The artists of the Mid-Mich-
igan Art Guild invite the community to visit 
their “Black and White” exhibition, featuring art 
created with just those colors. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Neighborhood Empowerment Center, 600 W. 
Maple St., Lansing. midmichiganartguild.org.

Numinous Light - A solo exhibition of Michigan 
landscapes by Michigan artist Anthony Michael 
Cairo celebrates the beauty of the world around 
us. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples Church, 200 W. 

us. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples Church, 200 W. 
Grand River Ave., East Lansing. anthonymcairo.
com/numinous-light.

Property Tax Foreclosure Basics - This webinar 
will describe the property tax timeline in Michigan 
and possible assistance options. Noon-1 p.m. 
Virtual — register at canr.msu.edu/mimoney-
health/index.

Santa’s Woodland Stroll - Participants will check 
in outside the Meridian Service Center before 
taking a stroll through Nancy Moore Park for a 
photo with Santa! 5:45-8 p.m. 2100 Gaylord C. 
Smith Court, Okemos. meridian.mi.us. 

Tap II Class for Teens & Adults - 6-7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Turner-Dodge House Festival of Trees - Holiday 
trees decorated by various businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals adorn all three floors of the 
historic mansion. Noon-5 p.m. 100 E. North St., 
Lansing. facebook.com/turnerdodgehouse.

Wheel of the Year: Yule & Acceptance - Join us 
online or in person every Wednesday for discus-
sions, rituals, meditations and more! 6-8 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org. 

Women’s Healing Circle - A space for women to 
share their stories, inspire each other and lift 
each other up. 8:30-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Thursday, Dec. 18 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, profes-
sionals who provide essential support for older 
adults and people with disabilities. 6 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

“A Sherlock Carol” - Two beloved classic tales. 
One thrilling new mystery. 2 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. william-
stontheatre.org. 

Acting 101 Class for Teens & Adults - Meets 
twice per week. 7-8 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com. 

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - Meets 
twice per week. 8-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow 
Urgent Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. 
cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presby-
terian Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cmialanon.org.

Blood Drive - Schedule your appointment at Red-
CrossBlood.org (sponsor code: Service) or call 
1-800-RED-CROSS. Noon-5:45 p.m. Delta Town-
ship Administrative Building, 7710 W. Saginaw 
Hwy., Lansing. facebook.com/deltatownship.

Crafting for a Cause - First and third Thursdays. 
A casual, friendly group that serves the commu-
nity with handmade projects. 4-5:30 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Wednesday, Dec. 17 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, profes-
sionals who provide essential support for older 
adults and people with disabilities. 6 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

Acting & Glee Music Class for Kids - Ages 5-12. 
4:30-5:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 
1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.
com.

Adult Craft: Winter Pinecones & “Snow” - Gather 
in the daytime with other adults for coffee, con-
versation and to make a seasonal craft! 2:30-3:30 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org. 

Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. Allen Neigh-
borhood Center, 1629 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 
allenneighborhoodcenter.org/allen-farmers-market.

Bingo - Every Wednesday. Doors open at 4:30 
p.m. Bingo cafe 5 p.m. Early bird 6 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids Senior Center, 201 Grand St., Eaton Rap-
ids. facebook.com/EatonRapidsSeniorCenter.

Broadway Jazz Dance Class for Teens & Adults 
- Meets twice per week. 7-8:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Elite Club Christmas Party - Join us for an exclu-
sive evening at our December Elite Club event! 
Enjoy holiday treats and be introduced to new 
vintages of Burgdorf wines. You’ll also get 25% 
off all wine merchandise. 6-7:30 p.m. Burgdorf’s 
Winery, 4212 E. Holt Road, Webberville. facebook.
com/wine.burgdorfs.

Emergency Services - 6 p.m. LSW Emergency 
Services, 7425 Woodbury Road, Laingsburg. 
laingsburg.us. 

Governing Essentials: Components of Extraor-
dinary Governance - This session will help your 
board improve its governance to positively 
impact your community. Noon-1 p.m. Virtual — 
register at canr.msu.edu/government.

Group Dance Class: Beginning Hustle - The hustle 
originated in the 1970s, closely tied to the disco 
music craze of the era. 8 p.m. Michigan Athletic 
Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. Register 
by calling 517-364-8888.

Karaoke at Lansing Shuffle, with Big Man 
Genesis - 9-11 p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 
lansingshuffle.com.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - Whether you’re 
experienced or just starting out, the stage is 
open to all. Not a performer? Enjoy dinner, drinks 
and live music. No cover, all ages welcome. 6-9 
p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urban-
beatevents.com.

MMAG Fall Art Show - The artists of the 
Mid-Michigan Art Guild invite the community to 
visit their “Black and White” exhibition, featuring 
art created with just those colors. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Neighborhood Empowerment Center, 600 W. 
Maple St., Lansing. midmichiganartguild.org.

Numinous Light - A solo exhibition of Michigan 
landscapes by Michigan artist Anthony Michael 
Cairo celebrates the beauty of the world around 
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 17

Grinchmas walk at Nancy Moore Park
5:45-8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 18

Check in at Meridian Service Center 
2100 Gaylord C. Smith Court, Okemos

Way out in the snow, lie the township of Meridian
Where children can celebrate with the grouch of a Grinch again.
Or more accurately, you can set the benchmark
Since this is the first-ever Grinchmas walk at Nancy Moore Park.
Sign up and bring snow boots,
There’s a half-mile stroll through the woods to reach the Grinch’s lair 
Where a green-haired scare might take pictures. Beware!
On the way are inflatables and a tealight path
When you get there, for your mouth is a hot cocoa bath.
And the Grinch? Well, he implies he will give the kids a surprise.

To register for your time slot, visit meridian.recdesk.com/Community/Program? 
category=8. 

The price is $10 per family. A shorter path is available upon request.
For more questions, contact the Meridian Parks and Recreation Department at  

(517) 853-4600.

Ukskating123/Wikimedia Commons
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Grand River Ave., East Lansing. anthonymcairo.
com/numinous-light.

Open Jam! | Third Thursday of Every Month - 
Whether you play guitar, banjo, fiddle, mandolin, 
dobro, bass or another instrument, you’re invited 
to join in — even if you know only a few songs or 
chords. 5-6:30 p.m. Elderly Instruments, 1100 N. 
Washington Ave., Lansing. elderly.com.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Rock-Steady Boxing - Free 
exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. 
Caregivers are welcome to participate if space 
permits. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-
364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble: Performing Group 
for All Ages - Meets twice per week. 5:30-7 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Spirit of Michigan Chorus Rehearsal - We’re 
an inclusive community of women who sing a 
cappella in the barbershop style. We welcome all 
levels of musical experience. 6:45 p.m. Church of 
the Nazarene, 4851 Holt Road, Holt. spiritofmichi-
ganchorus.com.

Techy Afternoons: Hoopla - Hoopla is a platform 
where patrons can borrow e-books, audiobooks, 
movies and more on their phone or tablet. Staff 
will provide a basic overview and setup. 1 p.m. 
Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick 
St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org. 

Thursday Night Open Forge - Try your hand at 
blacksmithing and create your own metal master-
pieces! 6-9 p.m. Artfire Michigan, 4567 Churchill 
Road, Leslie. artfiremichigan.com.

The Trick Is in the Cards - 5-11 p.m. Homebrew 
Tabletop Game Lounge, 219 1/2 N. Bridge St., 
Grand Ledge. homebrewgamelounge.com.

Turner-Dodge House Festival of Trees - Holiday 
trees decorated by various businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals adorn all three floors of the 
historic mansion. Noon-5 p.m. 100 E. North St., 
Lansing. facebook.com/turnerdodgehouse.

“Unwrapped & Unscripted”: A Bare Bones 
Improv Holiday Special - Join us for an evening 
of unholy holiday chaos: a sharp comedy show 
raising funds for Riverwalk Theatre’s community 
programs. 7 p.m. The Robin Theatre, 1105 S. 
Washington Ave., Lansing. therobintheatre.com.

Wonderland of Lights - Take a leisurely stroll 
through the zoo’s festively illuminated pathways, 
where you’ll be surrounded by the warm, inviting 
glow of twinkling lights. 5-8 p.m. Potter Park Zoo, 
1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. potter-
parkzoo.org.

Friday, Dec. 19 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, profes-
sionals who provide essential support for older 
adults and people with disabilities. 6 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

“A Sherlock Carol” - Two beloved classic tales. 
One thrilling new mystery. 7:30 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. william-
stontheatre.org.

Campaign Finance Reform - Let’s stop large 
corporations from influencing and controlling 
our politicians with big campaign contributions! 
Stop by to sign the Voters Not Politicians petition 
to get this on the ballot. 1:30-3 p.m. Everybody 
Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. facebook.
com/votersnotpoliticians.

Candlelight Concerts: Coldplay & Imagine Dragons 
- The Kalkaska String Quartet performs the music 
of Coldplay and Imagine Dragons under the gen-
tle glow of candlelight. 8:45 p.m. Central United 

Methodist Church, 215 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing. 
feverup.com/en/lansing.

Christmas Party with The Lynx Band at Summer-
lands Brewing Company - Eat, drink and be merry 
while The Lynx Band kicks out your favorite tunes 
along with some Christmas classics. We’ll be 
giving out door prizes and awarding a grand prize 
for the ugliest holiday sweater! 8-11 p.m. 1957 
Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/summerlands-
brewing.

The Coffeehouse at All Saints - Monthly showcase 
of mostly Michigan-based musical and spo-
ken-word talent. Bring a snack/drink to share. 
Free. 7:30-9:30 p.m. All Saints Episcopal Church, 
800 Abbot Road, East Lansing. facebook.com/
TheCoffeehouseAtAllSaints.

Country Night at Lansing Shuffle - Enjoy line 
dance instruction from 8-9 p.m., followed by 
modern country music playing until midnight! 
We’ll have drink specials all night. No cover! 325 
Riverfront Drive, Lansing. lansingshuffle.com. 

Golden Gatherings: A Season of Stability - Join 
DAP Services & Resources for a joyful holiday 
brunch celebrating stability, community and 
hope for aging adults. Enjoy a free meal, prizes 
and fellowship while supporting Harbor House, 
DAP’s transitional home for unhoused seniors. 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. Lansing Center, 333 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. facebook.com/DAPServiceResources.

Holiday Nights of Lights - Experience the magic as 
you drive through Frances Park and delight in the 
beautiful holiday scenes adorned with stunning 
lights. 6-9 p.m. 2701 Moores River Drive, Lansing. 
lansingmi.gov/967/Holiday-Nights-of-Lights.

Joel Jacobs Live at the Peanut Barrel - 8-10 p.m. 
521 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-351-
0608. peanutbarrel.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild’s Holiday Exhibit — Small 
Works - In conjunction with the play “A Sherlock 
Carol,” the Mid-Michigan Art Guild invites you to 
visit its holiday exhibit in the Williamston Theatre 
Gallery. 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. midmichi-
ganartguild.org. 

Minecraft Club - Join other kids and play Mine-
craft on the library’s private server! Laptops 
will be provided. 4-5 p.m. Charlotte Community 
Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. char-
lottelibrary.org. 

MMAG Fall Art Show - The artists of the 
Mid-Michigan Art Guild invite the community to 
visit their “Black and White” exhibition, featuring 
art created with just those colors. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Neighborhood Empowerment Center, 600 W. 
Maple St., Lansing. midmichiganartguild.org.

Numinous Light - A solo exhibition of Michigan 
landscapes by Michigan artist Anthony Michael 
Cairo celebrates the beauty of the world around 
us. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples Church, 200 W. 
Grand River Ave., East Lansing. anthonymcairo.
com/numinous-light.

Open Irish Jam! | Third Friday of Every Month - 
Open jam session focusing on Irish traditional 
music. All skill levels welcome. Bring your instru-
ments and we’ll share some tunes. 5-6:30 p.m. 
Elderly Instruments, 1100 N. Washington Ave., 
Lansing. elderly.com.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Movement with Vitality - 
Free exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. 
Caregivers are welcome to participate if space 
permits. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-
364-8800. lapsg.org.

Riverwalk Theatre Presents: “A Winter Masquer-
ade” - This year’s cabaret features 11 voices from 
within our talented community of vocalists and an 
elegant theme to dress up your holiday season. 
8-10 p.m. 228 Museum Drive, Lansing. riverwalk-
theatre.com. 

Time2Play Holiday Show - Join us for a festive 
evening with Time2Play, a fan-favorite Lansing 
band known for its lively mix of rock, pop, blues, 
and country. 7-10 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com. See Events, Page 18

Delta Community Choir 
winter concert

3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 21
Our Savior Lutheran Church
7910 W. Saint Joseph Hwy., 

Lansing

Delta Community Choir invites music 
lovers to its winter concert, “Welcome In,” 
where audience members will be wowed 
not only by the singing but by who ben-
efits.

This choir is performing for Finn, an im-
possibly cute miniature horse who sports 
fake antlers for the holiday season, and 
all of the other animals who live at Mitten Misfits Farm Sanctuary in Grand Ledge. The 
sanctuary is a forever home to nearly 100 rescued farm animals, including horses, goats, 
sheep, donkeys, pigs and cows. More than 80 volunteers help the mission.

DCC’s annual winter concert will feature a repertoire of traditional carols, gospel 
hymns, music from the movies and even some holiday humor.

The rescue farm will benefit from 100% of the donations at the free event.
DCC is a not-for-profit adult choir that gives back through its spring and winter con-

certs, each time spotlighting a local nonprofit organization.
“Our choir is excited to highlight the work being done by Mitten Misfits Farm Sanctu-

ary,” music director Zach Everly said. “So much holiday imagery includes farm animals at 
the manger and in the fields on Christmas night. This is the perfect collaboration for our 
holiday concert. We welcome everyone to celebrate the season and help our friends at 
Mitten Misfits.”

Turner-Dodge House Festival of Trees - Holiday 
trees decorated by various businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals adorn all three floors of the 
historic mansion. Noon-5 p.m. 100 E. North St., 
Lansing. facebook.com/turnerdodgehouse.

Wonderland of Lights - Take a leisurely stroll 
through the zoo’s festively illuminated pathways, 
where you’ll be surrounded by the warm, inviting 
glow of twinkling lights. 5-8 p.m. Potter Park Zoo, 
1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. potter-
parkzoo.org.

Saturday, Dec. 20 
6th annual Christmas Giveaway - Free. Christmas 
items available: adult and children’s clothing, toys 
and shoes. Noon-3 p.m. Against All Odds Foun-
dation, 5742 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. againstal-
loddsfoundation.com. 

“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, profes-
sionals who provide essential support for older 
adults and people with disabilities. 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

“A Sherlock Carol” - Two beloved classic tales. 
One thrilling new mystery. 2 and 7:30 p.m. Wil-
liamston Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 
williamstontheatre.org.

Alexandria McMath Live at Graham Vineyards - 
6-9 p.m. 8920 W Britton Road, Laingsburg. 517-741-
0805. facebook.com/grahamvineyards.

Candy Cane Course - Join us for the annual 
Candy Cane Course 1-mile/5K/12K, a fun, 
Christmas-themed event perfect for the whole 
family. 9 a.m.-noon. Burchard Park, 220 E. Maple 
St., Lansing. runsignup.com/Race/MI/Lansing/
CandyCaneCourseLansing.

Cocaine Anonymous Meeting - “We are here and 
we are free.” 10 a.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing.

Contra and Square Dance - No partner needed. 
Come at 6:30 p.m. for a quick workshop on 
easy contra dance moves. Dance runs from 7-10 
p.m. Caller: Maeve Devlin. Band: Pimento Mori. 
Central United Methodist Church, 215 N. Capitol 
Ave, Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org.

The Dinner Detective - We offer an amazing mur-
der mystery experience paired with a fantastic 
dinner. Anyone in the room can end up being part 

of the show, including YOU! 6:30-9:30 p.m. AC 
Hotel, 3160 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. thedinner-
detective.com.

Frozen Film Fest: Session 1 - We’re crafting icicles 
out of pipe cleaners and beads and watching 
“Frozen” (2013, PG). 1-4:30 p.m. Haslett Library, 
1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.org/about/our-lo-
cations/haslett.

Heather Lake Bays and Friends: A Christmas 
Cabaret - Bays brings her powerhouse vocals 
and signature cabaret style to UrbanBeat for 
a festive evening of holiday music alongside a 
talented lineup of friends. 7-10 p.m. 1213 Turner 
St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Holiday Nights of Lights - Experience the magic as 
you drive through Frances Park and delight in the 
beautiful holiday scenes adorned with stunning 
lights. 6-9 p.m. 2701 Moores River Drive, Lansing. 
lansingmi.gov/967/Holiday-Nights-of-Lights.

Intermediate Ballet Class for Teens & Adults - 
Meets twice per week. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Jane Austen Birthday Tea Party & Movie - This is 
a drop-in adult program. Dress-up is encouraged 
but not required. 3:30-5 p.m. Charlotte Com-
munity Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 
charlottelibrary.org. 

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Meridian Mall, 1982 E. Grand River Ave., 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild’s Holiday Exhibit — Small 
Works - In conjunction with the play “A Sherlock 
Carol,” the Mid-Michigan Art Guild invites you to 
visit its holiday exhibit in the Williamston Theatre 
Gallery. 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. midmichi-
ganartguild.org. 

Mixed Flavors Live at The Irish Pub - 8-11 p.m. 1910 
W. Saginaw St., Lansing. 517-253-8713. irishpublan-
sing.com.

NYC Jazz Dance Class, with Professional Dancer 
Thomas Ruhala - A mix of different jazz tech-
niques with an emphasis on finding freedom, 
clarity and joy through movement. Students will 
learn choreography from some of the premier 
choreographers in NYC. 2:30-4:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com. 

Events
from page 16
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Holiday Nights of Lights - Experience the magic as 
you drive through Frances Park and delight in the 
beautiful holiday scenes adorned with stunning 
lights. 6-9 p.m. 2701 Moores River Drive, Lansing. 
lansingmi.gov/967/Holiday-Nights-of-Lights.

“Home for the Holidays” - Step into the season 
with the Lansing Symphony Orchestra! This fes-
tive concert brings holiday favorites to life with 
symphonic brilliance and the soaring voice of 
tenor Ben Gulley. 3 p.m. Wharton Center, 750 E. 
Shaw Lane, East Lansing. lansingsymphony.org.

Jugglers and Would-Be Jugglers - Jugglers meet 
at the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 p.m. 
Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. mike-
marhanka@gmail.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild’s Holiday Exhibit — Small 
Works - In conjunction with the play “A Sherlock 
Carol,” the Mid-Michigan Art Guild invites you to 
visit its holiday exhibit in the Williamston Theatre 
Gallery. 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. midmichi-
ganartguild.org. 

Numinous Light - A solo exhibition of Michigan 
landscapes by Michigan artist Anthony Michael 
Cairo celebrates the beauty of the world around 
us. 9:30 a.m.-noon. The Peoples Church, 200 W. 
Grand River Ave., East Lansing. anthonymcairo.
com/numinous-light.

NYC Jazz Dance Class, with Professional Dancer 
Thomas Ruhala - A mix of different jazz tech-
niques with an emphasis on finding freedom, 
clarity and joy through movement. Students will 
learn choreography from some of the premier 
choreographers in NYC. 2:30-4:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com. 

Quaker Meeting for Worship - Rich communal 
silence that invites thinking deeply, developing 
spiritually, loving fully, speaking our truths. Chil-
dren’s program provided. 10:30 a.m. Red Cedar 
Friends Meeting House, 1400 Turner St., Lansing. 
redcedarfriends.org.  

Turner-Dodge House Festival of Trees - Holiday 
trees decorated by various businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals adorn all three floors of the 
historic mansion. Noon-5 p.m. 100 E. North St., 
Lansing. facebook.com/turnerdodgehouse.

“Welcome in!” Delta Community Choir Holiday 
Concert - Admission is free. Donations will sup-
port the work of Mitten Misfits Farm Sanctuary, a 
local nonprofit where rescued farm animals find 
a home. 3 p.m. Our Savior Lutheran Church, 7910 
St. Joseph Hwy., Lansing. deltacc.org.

Wonderland of Lights - Take a leisurely stroll 
through the zoo’s festively illuminated pathways, 
where you’ll be surrounded by the warm, inviting 
glow of twinkling lights. 5-8 p.m. Potter Park Zoo, 
1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. potter-
parkzoo.org.

Monday, Dec. 22 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, profes-
sionals who provide essential support for older 
adults and people with disabilities. 6 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Brewers Meetup at Summerlands Brewing Co. - A 
discussion group to talk about all things brewing 
and winemaking. All levels of experience wel-
come, from pros to those considering taking up 
homebrewing. 6-7:30 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. 
facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Downtown Development Authority Meeting - 6 
p.m. City Hall, 259 Kent St., Portland. 517-647-
5027. portland-michigan.org.

DJ Bingo at Summerlands Brewing Co. - Kick off 
your week with a night of music, laughs, and 
friendly competition! Join us Monday nights for 
DJ Bingo, where classic bingo meets your favor-
ite songs. 7-8:30 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. www.
facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Fiber Circle - Knitters, crocheters and stitchers 
of all ages and skill levels welcome. Although 
formal instruction isn’t provided, attendees 
assist each other with techniques and skills. 
5:30-7 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 
S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

MMAG Fall Art Show - The artists of the 
Mid-Michigan Art Guild invite the community to 
visit their “Black and White” exhibition, featur-
ing art created with just those colors. 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Neighborhood Empowerment Center, 600 
W. Maple St., Lansing. midmichiganartguild.org.

Numinous Light - A solo exhibition of Michigan 
landscapes by Michigan artist Anthony Michael 
Cairo celebrates the beauty of the world 
around us. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples Church, 
200 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. antho-
nymcairo.com/numinous-light.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Yoga - Free exercise 
class for people with Parkinson’s. Caregivers 
are welcome to participate if space allows. 
1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-
8800. lapsg.org. 

The Weekly Crunch - Laugh your ass off with the 
best local comedians every Monday night. 8 
p.m. Crunchy’s, 254 W. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing. crunchyseastlansing.com.

Women’s AA Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Com-
munity Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. 
lansingdistrict6.org.

Tuesday, Dec. 23 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, 
professionals who provide essential support 
for older adults and people with disabilities. 
6 a.m.-5 p.m. Hannah Community Center, 819 
Abbot Road, East Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

Al-Anon Meeting - 9 a.m. Alano Club South, 
3500 S. Cedar St., Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 7 p.m. St. Jude Church, 801 
N. Bridge St., DeWitt. cmialanon.org.

Compulsive Eaters Anonymous-HOW Meet-
ing - Meets in person and virtually. 5:30 p.m. 
St. Jude Catholic Church, 801 N. Bridge St., 
DeWitt. For Zoom info, call 989-620-0448 or 
go to ceahow.org/en/find-a-meeting.

Family Happy Hour - Join us every Tuesday 
for a free, all-ages playgroup in our safe and 
welcoming space. 4-7 p.m. Weavers of the 
Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoft-
heweb.org.

Jeff Baldori Festivus Party at UrbanBeat - 
Baldori is a singer, songwriter, guitarist and 
pianist whose musical journey began with 
classical, jazz and boogie studies. He expand-
ed his passion into R&B and popular music 
during the Blues Underground movement of 
the ‘60s. 6-9 p.m. 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 
urbanbeatevents.com. 

MMAG Fall Art Show - The artists of the 
Mid-Michigan Art Guild invite the community 
to visit their “Black and White” exhibition, 
featuring art created with just those colors. 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Neighborhood Empowerment 
Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. midmichi-
ganartguild.org.

Numinous Light - A solo exhibition of Michi-
gan landscapes by Michigan artist Anthony 
Michael Cairo celebrates the beauty of the 
world around us. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples 
Church, 200 W. Grand River Ave., East Lan-
sing. anthonymcairo.com/numinous-light.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Balance, Conditioning 
and Strength - Free exercise class for people 
with Parkinson’s. Caregivers are welcome to 
participate if space allows. 1 p.m. Michigan 
Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lan-
sing. To register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Events
from page 17

See Events, Page 19

A Winter Masquerade 
8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 19-Saturday, Dec.20

Riverwalk Theatre
228 Museum Drive, Lansing

“Beneath the moon’s soft silver light,
eleven voices rise in masked delight.
Songs like snowflakes, soft and rare,
float through the cold, still winter air.
A dance of shadows, silk, and glass,

where secrets hide and moments pass.
Dress in finery, let mystery grow,

a night where masks conceal then show.
Raise your glass, the contest calls,

behind each mask, a story falls.
Join us where the music sways,

a whispered world of winter’s haze.”
This year’s winter cabaret at Riverwalk Theatre features 11 seasoned vocalists and 

a masquerade theme, promising “dark opera and a touch of mystery.” Director Sabrina 
Dahlgren and the cast encourage attendees to join the masquerade by dressing up and 
donning a mask. 

The cast is: Jazlyn Dingfelder, Riley Hirai, Zach Husak, Lauren Hannum, Tess Klygis, 
Meghan Malusek, Anthony Mandalari, Beck Murphy, Robert Mueller, Evan Norton and Tri-
cia Rogers.

For tickets and more information, visit riverwalktheatre.com.

Riverwalk Theatre Presents: “A Winter Masquer-
ade” - This year’s cabaret features 11 voices from 
within our talented community of vocalists and an 
elegant theme to dress up your holiday season. 
8-10 p.m. 228 Museum Drive, Lansing. riverwalk-
theatre.com. 

Saturday Night Social Club - If you’d like to meet 
some new folks and play a few games, stop on by. 
$10. 7-11 p.m. Homebrew Tabletop Game Lounge, 
219 1/2 N. Bridge St., Grand Ledge. homebrew-
gamelounge.com.

Tiger and Dragon Kenpo Martial Arts Training 
- Based on a variety of martial arts systems, 
tiger and dragon kenpo is designed to develop 
self-confidence in the warrior. 1 p.m. Keys to 
Manifestation, 809 Center St., Lansing. weaver-
softheweb.org.

Turner-Dodge House Festival of Trees - Holiday 
trees decorated by various businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals adorn all three floors of the 
historic mansion. Noon-5 p.m. 100 E. North St., 
Lansing. facebook.com/turnerdodgehouse.

Urban Dance Pack Holiday Party - The biggest 
holiday party in town is coming to Lansing! Expect 
high-energy music, top-level dancing, a festive 
buffet, and VIP red-carpet treatment for those 
who want to go all out.  7 p.m. The Venue by 
Eleven 11 Events, 5660 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. 
venue1111.com. 

Wonderland of Lights - Take a leisurely stroll through 
the zoo’s festively illuminated pathways, where 
you’ll be surrounded by the warm, inviting glow of 
twinkling lights. 5-8 p.m. Potter Park Zoo, 1301 S. 
Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. potterparkzoo.org.

Yule Ritual - Celebrate the best of 2025, leave the 
worst behind to be transformed by the flames of 

the Yule log, and get a glimpse of things to come 
before receiving your happy Yule gift from Santa. 
4-9 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., 
Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Sunday, Dec. 21 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, profes-
sionals who provide essential support for older 
adults and people with disabilities. noon-8 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

“A Sherlock Carol” - Two beloved classic tales. 
One thrilling new mystery. 2 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. william-
stontheatre.org.

Bottle and Can Collection for Williamston Farm 
& Artisan Market - We collect your Michigan-re-
turnable bottles and cans from your trunk while 
you stay warm in your vehicle. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
McCormick Park, 123 High St., Williamston. 
williamstonfarmmarket.org.

Conversations with the Runes: Spirits, Symbols 
and Practice - This ongoing workshop series is 
designed to deepen your connection with the 
runes through history, storytelling, animism and 
hands-on practice. 3-5 p.m. Keys to Manifesta-
tion, 809 Center St., Lansing. manifestlansing.
com. 

Freddie Cunningham & the Johnny D. Blues Band 
Holiday Jam - It’s a holiday-themed blues jam. 
Your host band will play a set, then jammers are 
invited up to play. 4-8 p.m. Moriarty’s Pub, 802 
E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. facebook.com/mori-
artyspub.

Green Man Work Day - We’ll get together and take 
care of some projects that need doing, either 
at the church building or on our property. We’ll 
finish the day with a shared feast. Noon-5 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org.
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Service Industry Night at UrbanBeat - 50% 
off for hospitality professionals. One verified 
industry discount per check. Please present 
proof of employment. 7-11 p.m. 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle - 7:30-9 p.m. 325 
Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansing-
shuffle.com.

Turner-Dodge House Festival of Trees - Holiday 
trees decorated by various businesses, organi-
zations and individuals adorn all three floors of 
the historic mansion. Noon-5 p.m. 100 E. North 
St., Lansing. facebook.com/turnerdodgehouse.

Wednesday, Dec. 24 
Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmiala-
non.org.

Karaoke at Lansing Shuffle, with Big Man Gen-
esis - 9-11 p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 
lansingshuffle.com.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - Whether 
you’re experienced or just starting out, the 
stage is open to all. Not a performer? Enjoy 
dinner, drinks and live music. No cover, all 
ages welcome. 6-9 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turn-
er St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Turner-Dodge House Festival of Trees - Holiday 
trees decorated by various businesses, 
organizations and individuals adorn all three 
floors of the historic mansion. Noon-5 p.m. 
100 E. North St., Lansing. facebook.com/turn-
erdodgehouse.

Thursday, Dec. 25
Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow 
Urgent Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. 
cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presby-
terian Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cmialanon.org.

Thursday Night Open Forge - Try your hand 
at blacksmithing and create your own metal 
masterpieces! 6-9 p.m. Artfire Michigan, 4567 
Churchill Road, Leslie. artfiremichigan.com.

The Trick Is in the Cards - 5-11 p.m. Homebrew 
Tabletop Game Lounge, 219 1/2 N. Bridge St., 
Grand Ledge. homebrewgamelounge.com.

Turner-Dodge House Festival of Trees - Holiday 
trees decorated by various businesses, organi-
zations and individuals adorn all three floors of 
the historic mansion. Noon-5 p.m. 100 E. North 
St., Lansing. facebook.com/turnerdodgehouse.

Friday, Dec. 26 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - This vibrant 
installation honors direct care workers, profes-
sionals who provide essential support for older 
adults and people with disabilities. 8 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

Campaign Finance Reform - Let’s stop large 
corporations from influencing and controlling 
our politicians with big campaign contributions! 
Stop by to sign the Voters Not Politicians petition 
to get this on the ballot. 1:30-3 p.m. Everybody 
Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. facebook.
com/votersnotpoliticians.

Country Night at Lansing Shuffle - Enjoy line 
dance instruction from 8-9 p.m., followed by 
modern country music playing until midnight! 
We’ll have drink specials all night. No cover! 325 
Riverfront Drive, Lansing. lansingshuffle.com. 

MMAG Fall Art Show - The artists of the 
Mid-Michigan Art Guild invite the community to 
visit their “Black and White” exhibition, featuring 
art created with just those colors. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Neighborhood Empowerment Center, 600 W. 
Maple St., Lansing. midmichiganartguild.org.

Night Owl Shopping - Shop late at the local 
merchants on Bridge Street. 5-9 p.m. Downtown 
Grand Ledge. facebook.com/GrandLedgeCham-
ber.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Movement with Vitality - 
Free exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. 
Caregivers are welcome to participate if space 
permits. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-
364-8800. lapsg.org.

Turner-Dodge House Festival of Trees - Holiday 
trees decorated by various businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals adorn all three floors of the 
historic mansion. Noon-5 p.m. 100 E. North St., 
Lansing. facebook.com/turnerdodgehouse.

Events
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Williamstown Township
Special Meeting - Strategic Planning

The Williamstown Township Board, committees, and staff will meet for a special meeting on 
Wednesday, January 7, 2026 at 5:30 pm. in the Community Room at the Williamstown 
Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Rd., Williamston, Michigan. The purpose of the meeting is for 
discussion only on the Township’s Strategic Plan. Contact the office at (517) 655-3193 with 
any questions. The public is welcome to attend.

Individuals requiring accommodations, special aids, or services to fully participate in the 
meeting should contact the Township Clerk at (517) 655-3193 or 
clerk@williamstowntownship.com to request assistance at least five (5) days ahead of the 
meeting.

Robin A. Cleveland, MiPMC
Williamstown Township Clerk

CP#25-393
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Eagle Township, Clinton County
Special Joint Board Meeting Synopsis

December 10, 2025, at 6:05 pm -   Present: Clerk Briggs-Dudley, Treasurer C. Hoppes, 
Trustee Currie, Supervisor Stroud, Trustee M. Hoppes.  Planning Commission Members: 
Chair Rich, Vice-Chair Feldpausch, Secretary Sutherland.  Zoning Board of Appeals 
Members:  Vice-Chair/Secretary Strzalka, Alternate Dan Feldpausch and 4 citizens   
Board Discussion:

1) Zoning related training presented by Foster Swift attorneys, Anne Seurynck and 
Mackenzie Almassian.

A complete copy of the minutes is available by contacting Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Clerk.
Next regular meeting of the Eagle Township Board is December 18, 2025, at 6 pm at Eagle 
Township Hall, 14318 Michigan St, Eagle, MI.   See www.eagletownshipmi.gov for latest 
updates.

Prepared by:    Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Eagle Township Clerk  
Approved by: Troy Stroud, Eagle Township Supervisor

 CP#25-397 

Abandoned Vehicle auction will be held at PJs 2200 Olds Ave Lansing MI 48915 on 
12/30/25 @11am

2021  Wolf RX50  L5YACBPZ0M1108641
2015  Volkswagen Jetta  3VWD07AJ5FM241007
2016  Jeep Compass  1C4NJCEA4GD763180
2006  Ford F150  1FTPW14526FB56569
2017  Dodge Journey  3C4PDDEG3HT696223
2019  Nissan Versa  3N1CN7APXKL869846
1998  Suzuki Motorcycle  5YWZ101770
2015  Chevy Equinox  2GNFLBE34F6386512
1973  International Scout  3S8S8CGD29356
2013  Buick Enclave  5GAKRCKD8DJ163562
2015  Chevy Equinox  2GNALBEK8F6315752
2008  Jeep Commander  1J8HG48N38C239552
2020  Kia Sorento  5XYPHDA58LG708018

 CP#25-399

Dentist (East Lansing, MI) sought by 
Dental Group w/ exp. examining patients' 
teeth, gums, & related oral structures 
using diagnostic tools such as dental 
instruments & x-rays to assess oral health, 
diagnose abnormalities, & dvlp appropriate 
treatment plans. Position also req. 
cosmetic expertise to integrate aesthetics 
into restorative or orthodontic treatment 
plans, ensuring form & function. DDS or 
DMD (or foreign equiv) + 1Y exp. in the job 
duties. Dentist License from State of 
Michigan req. No travel or lang. fluency 
req. Please send resumes postal mail only 
to: Raphaela Moeller, Administrative 
Operations Manager, Moeller PC DBA 
Elan Dental Group, 818 West Lake 
Lansing Rd, East Lansing, MI 48823.

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

Delta Dental. FT Manager, Application 
Development & Support. Delivery of appl. 
Dev. &/or support initiatives through 
managing activities of team. Req: Bach. or 
equiv.+ 5 yrs. exp. Jobsite: Okemos, MI. 
Hybrid pos. w/ in-office req. Must live 
within commutable dist. of Okemos, MI & 
be able to work in-office as req. Apply 
online: www.deltadentalmi.com/careers. 
Sal. $159,619 /yr. Visa spons. not avail
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

By GABRIELLE 
LAWRENCE

For She Ate/He Ate 
this month, we tried to 
think of a restaurant 
that would give the 
best December vibes. 
Somewhere beautiful, 
cozy and festive. Somewhere you could have dinner with friends 

or co-workers. Somewhere to forget about the kids’ school spirit 
week and teacher gifts and year-end assignments at work and who 
is making the dessert for Christmas Eve. Somewhere to relax for 
a little while.

The crown jewel of downtown Lansing in a previous life was 
Mediteran, which would be crammed with a dozen insanely deco-
rated trees that made you never want to leave. I had the highest of 
hopes that Batter Up Bistro had cleared the cobwebs from its pan-
demic-prompted closure and would come back better than ever. 

On a recent weeknight, I met two girlfriends and Mr. She Ate 
for dinner. There was one other table of diners, a duo at the bar 
having cocktails and my illustrious co-reviewer, coincidentally. We 
had cleared the rest of our schedule that evening, and it’s a good 
thing we did, because we ended up spending several hours in the 
restaurant. 

After being seated and looking over the menu, I was surprised to 
learn that there were only four dinner entrée options. To be clear, 
I love a focused menu. I don’t want to dine somewhere that offers both a wet 
burrito and fettuccine alfredo. (I don’t want to think about a wet burrito at all, 
actually, because I hate the name of that dish.) But I don’t think I’ve ever been to 
a restaurant that offers only four choices, unless it was an extremely small place 
with a daily special as the only thing on offer. 

There were four of us, so we attempted to make the server’s life easy and asked 
for one of each entrée. Service throughout the entire evening was awkward and 
uncomfortable. It was shockingly slow and inattentive, especially given that the 
entire restaurant had fewer than 10 people inside, including our party of four. 

I will occasionally set a stopwatch after placing a food order, which I did that 
evening. Entreés weren’t delivered at the same time, but they arrived at the table 
within five minutes of each other. All told, we waited just over 39 minutes to re-
ceive our food. 

I will cut to the chase: Half of the food was 
good. The filet ($45) was savory and com-
forting in the best way. It was well prepared, 
although a few minutes past our requested 
medium rare. At this point in my 40s, I’m 
generally satisfied with a smaller portion of 
red meat than normal because I value how 
I know I’m going to feel the next morning, 
and while the filet was delicious, I was hap-
py to have other options.

The burger ($20) was the second best. The 
sliced muenster cheese was fried to a crisp, 
which is one of my best home-cook tricks. It 
was rich and juicy, although the waffle fries 
on the side were completely devoid of salt. 

Things took a turn when I sampled the 
salmon ($32). We opted for it to be grilled, 
not blackened, and it was topped with a 
thick layer of fruit gastrique. The texture of 
the fruit was offputting and mushy, and it 

By BRYAN BEVERLY
The 600 block of 

Michigan Avenue in 
Lansing’s Stadium 
District has been a 
hotbed of activity for 
the better part of the 
first quarter of this 

century. I’ve spent a lot of social time on this block, at the for-
mer Rum Runners bar and the former margarita spot 621.

Now that Meijer occupies space across the street, I spend time 
foraging for quality ingredients for meals I prepare at home. Gas-
tronomically, the block has mostly been known for quick bites: 
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breakfast was hot and made me feel even more cozy. Apple simple syrup was 
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very pleasing to the palette and wasn’t overpowered by apple flavor. 

The Baron ($15) was a pre-dinner cocktail with whiskey, ginger beer and 
liqueur, almond bitters and a hickory-smoked finish. It was strong, with a 
well-balanced flavor profile, but not breathtaking.

What’s really good
Dinner service was suitable, even if a bit slow, 

given only a few diners were in attendance that 
evening. The bartender was also waiting tables, 
and while he was capable and hospitable, he 
clearly had too much on his plate. 

I started with the sea scallop appetizer ($17). 
Three substantial scallops with a dill-forward 
dusting were seated atop a lovely, creamy pars-
nip puree. The puree was slightly sweet, and the 
microgreens, likely intended more as a garnish, 
offered a nice textural note. The scallops were 
cooked unevenly, if I’m being honest, because 
only one out of the three had that desirable 
brown crust, and the other two were grayer.

Dinner went up several notches with the pan-
seared salmon ($32), which I ordered blackened. 
The fish was tender and flaky, and the seasoning 
was right on target. The salmon paired quite 
well with the wild rice and the roasted Brussels 
sprouts, which themselves had a lovely char. I 
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By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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Batter Up’s breakfast 
scores a home run

Bryan Beverly for City Pulse

Batter Up Bistro’s decadent eggs Benedict and thick-cut bacon provide 
a respite from winter’s doldrums.
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Batter Up Bistro
621 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

9 a.m.-9 p.m. Wednesday-
Saturday

9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday
(517) 575-6717

batterupbistro.com
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also appreciated the accompanying 
blackberries for a touch of sweetness 
without compromising the earthiness.

Best bite
My first visit was a bit lonely since I 

was the only patron dining mid-morn-
ing on a Thursday. Perhaps the previ-
ous day’s snowfall had scared others 
away, but I was itching to get out and 
about and to find a respite from win-
ter’s doldrums.

I ordered the eggs Benny ($20), 

served upon delightful house-baked 
toast that was dense enough to hold 
up the thinly sliced ham, perfectly 
poached eggs, microgreens and her-
baceous hollandaise sauce. The sauce 
was rich and creamy, with a pleasant 
punch of lemon and dill. 

The dish was served with garlic-
and-herb red skin breakfast potatoes. 
They were a hit. Also a star was the 
side of thick-cut bacon ($8), which 
was smoky and had a perfect medium 
cook. The chef came out to express 
her gratitude for my visit, which only 
made me wish more folks had joined 
me that day. 

was layered so thickly on the fish that 
eating it was unpleasant. The side of 
Brussels sprouts, purported on the 
menu to be “seared,” was barely cooked 
and unpleasantly toothy. 

The vegetable mornay ($25) was an 
obligatory vegetarian option. The noo-
dles were mushy, and the flavor of the 
cheese was odd. 

Being dedicated to my research, I 
asked about dessert options. We were 
told that there were three choices, and 
I asked whether they were made in 
house. They generally are, according 

to the server, although on this partic-
ular day they were out of the desserts 
prepared by the pastry chef, so they 
were offering three items that had been 
prepared “at a different location.” I was 
completely unimpressed by that an-
swer, so we ended the meal. I further 
scratched my head when I realized that 
Batter Up Bistro is only open for din-
ner Wednesday through Saturday, and 
this was a Thursday. Why were they al-
ready out of dessert?

Truly, I don’t savor panning local 
places. But this was not a good experi-
ence, and it was also not an inexpensive 
experience. Batter Up has a lot of room 
for growth. 

TOP 5 BRUNCH
Based on your votes in City Pulse’s 

2025 Top of the Town contest. Bon 
appétit!

1. Good Truckin’ Diner
Down-to-earth restaurant serving
diner fare, from breakfast burritos
to burgers 
(517) 253-7961
facebook.com/goodtruckin
7 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday-Wednesday
7 a.m.-7 p.m. Thursday-Saturday

2. One North Kitchen & Bar – 
West Saginaw
Roomy eatery offering beer and pub 
grub, plus a Sunday brunch buffet
5001 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing
(517) 901-5001

onenorthdining.com
11 a.m.-11 p.m. Monday-Thursday
11 a.m.-midnight Friday
10 a.m.-midnight Saturday
10 a.m.-11 p.m. Sunday

3. Soup Spoon Café
Colorful café offering homemade 
soup, hearty breakfast dishes and 
other homestyle eats
1419 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
(517) 316-2377
soupspooncafe.com
8 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Saturday

4. That New Place
Casual eatery offering breakfast 
favorites and lunch fare
(517) 242-1810
facebook.com/ThatNewPlace517
8 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday-Saturday
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday

5. The People’s Kitchen
Restaurant and bar serving creative 
comfort food and craft cocktails for 
any time of day
2722 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing 
(517) 507-5730
eatpeoples.com 
9 a.m.-9 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday
9 a.m.-10 p.m. Friday-Saturday
9 a.m.-3 p.m., 5-8 p.m. Sunday 

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS

H&H Mobil Abandoned Auto Auction
Viewing 12/18/25 By Appointment

2818 E. Kalamazoo St.
Lansing, MI 48912
Call 517-332-6335

Bids must be submitted by 8 am 12/22/25
at 1500 Haslett Rd. East Lansing, MI 48823

For more info go to www.hhmobil.com
CP#25-369

Our experts handpicked this highly acclaimed collection to pair perfectly with 
your favorite dishes from Omaha Steaks. Uncork 12 bottles with bonus gifts 
for just $79.99 (plus $19.99 shipping and tax) as your introduction to the 
Omaha Steaks Wine Club – saving you $160.
Then, look forward to 12 new selections every three months and enjoy a $25 
Omaha Steaks E-Reward Card with each future club case. You’ll also save 
10% on every 12+ bottle purchase and get 
free shipping every time you order. There’s 
no commitment to continue and every bottle 
comes with our 100% guarantee.

Order now at GetOSWine.com/sip105
or call 1.877.541.2513 and mention code AGJF002
Savings off retail price. Offer subject to availability and club enrollment. Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently 
from Omaha Steaks, LLC. Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

12 WORLD-CLASS WINES
PLUS BONUS GIFTS 
only $7999

SAVE 
$160

 
 

Thank You For 
Voting Us The Best!

Thank You For 
Voting Us The Best!

Best BBQ
Best BBQ Sauce

Best Wings
Best Caterer/

Catering service

She Ate
from page 20

He Ate
from page 20 We stand firm in our belief 

that war is an affront to 
life on earth and we call 
on all people to live in 

peace and justice. 
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By ARI LEVAUX
Extra festive. Extra cute.
I call it “Christmas sweater” be-

cause of the color scheme and general 
look of the dish, but this recipe is not 
tied or limited to the holidays. Earthy, 
sour, sweet and rich, 
it’s tasty in any con-
text.

It’s true that if you 
bring this dish to a 
holiday potluck while 
wearing your own 
Christmas sweater, 
you will totally rule, 
but it  also works as a hearty vege-
table entrée or side. Its sweet acidity 
also makes it almost condiment-like. 
I once overheard it referred to, enthu-
siastically, as “that relish thing” at a 
gathering, a name that captures its 
versatile utility. 

Based on how it looks, it could just 
as accurately be called “box of jewels.” 
Whatever you call it and however you 
use it, this is, above all else, a winter 
dish. A hearty dish. And, if prepared 
properly, a cute dish, according to the 

Belarusian farmers at 
the winter market who 
gave me the recipe. 

The Lemezas are beet-
nicks to the core. Even 
when they have nothing 
else to sell but beets, 
they’re smiling because 

they have beets, large as softballs and 
dense as gold.

Mr. Lemeza’s personal favorite way 
to eat beets is shredded raw with Ital-
ian dressing; he pinched his fingers 
in front of puckered lips for empha-

See Flash, Page 23

By LEO V. KAPLAN
Before he became 

general manager of 
the new East Lan-
sing La Cocina Cu-
bana location, Ariel 
Rodriguez Peña was 
a regular at the ini-
tial eatery in down-
town Lansing.

Peña, also senior 
director of middle 
years and acade-
mies for the Lansing 
School District, has 
been friends with 
co-owner and chef 
Iliana Almaguer Ta-
mayo for more than 
two decades. Both 

were born in Cuba, and Peña said La 
Cocina Cubana was the only full-menu, 
authentic Cuban restaurant in town for 
years after it opened in late 2017.

“Iliana has been sharing with me this 
dream that she had about expanding 
her business,” he said. “Because it’s not 
only about the food, it’s about the way 
she combines food and traditions and 
everything that tastes like Cuba, and she 
loves to share that with the community.”

About six months ago, after finding 
a suitable location, Tamayo jumped at 
the opportunity and brought Peña in to 
help. The eatery opened Nov. 12, offer-

ing the same authentic Cuban cuisine, 
cooked by Tamayo herself, in a more 
takeout-focused environment that ca-
ters to Michigan State University stu-
dents.

Tamayo has wanted to open a restau-
rant in East Lansing for several years 
— many customers at the downtown 
Lansing location were either MSU fac-
ulty or students seeking to broaden their 
gastronomic horizons.

Despite encouragement from custom-
ers, Tamayo only made the jump recently 
because she likes to have control over the 
recipes, Peña said.

“She’s the chef, with her husband, and 
they didn’t want to open a second loca-
tion until they were completely sure that 
they had the capability to do so,” he said.

For now, Tamayo is running the kitch-
en at the East Lansing location while her 
husband, Tobia Uribe, stays in Lansing. 
Hours at the Lansing location have been 
dialed back to make the expansion pos-
sible.

In establishing what Peña called the 
first authentic Cuban restaurant in East 
Lansing, he and Tamayo have been able 
to share their cultural food with many 
who have never tried it. He said students 
especially have been very open-minded 
and excited.

“It’s a privilege, to be honest,” Peña 
said. “They have a lot of questions about 
the menu, and they want to learn — 
‘Hey, what is this dish? What do you put 

on it?’
“We’re not only sharing what the dish 

is all about, but everybody’s like, ‘How do 
you say that in Spanish?’ So we’re teach-
ing words here and there,” he added.

He recommends those new to Cuban 
cuisine start with the Cuban sandwich, 
a pressed sandwich filled with ham, 
Swiss cheese, pickles and mustard. He 
suggests customers order it with rice 
and beans to create a “very traditional” 
meal.

“We say in Cuba, ‘If you do not have 

rice and beans on the table, then you 
cannot say that you have a full meal,’” he 
said.

Ropa vieja, a shredded beef dish, is 
his own favorite. For dessert, he recom-
mends customers try Cuban flan, a cus-
tard dish with soft caramel on top.

He noted international students seem 
to be particularly interested in trying 
the many global cuisines in East Lan-
sing, including Cuban.

“It’s just a privilege to be a part of that 
whole experience,” he said.

La Cocina Cubana targets MSU students with second location

A versatile and veggie-forward winter dish

La Cocina 
Cubana

219 E. Grand River 
Ave., East Lansing
11 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Friday-
Saturday
11 a.m.-9 p.m. Sunday
(517) 220-4941
lacocinacubana 
restaurant.com

Courtesy

From left: La Cocina Cubana general manager Ariel Rodriguez Peña, a customer, 
employee Alex Leyva Rodriguez and co-owner and chef Iliana Almaguer Tamayo 
during the East Lansing store’s grand opening on Nov. 12.

Photo by Ari LeVaux 

Ari LeVaux calls it “Christmas sweater” because of the color scheme and general 
look of the dish, but this recipe is not tied or limited to the holidays.
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See Flash, Page 35  

FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”
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PICK YOUR ENTREE:

Side of 
Dinner Rolls

6 Pack $3.99
Gluten Free 
Cornbread
$8.99

Lemon Balsamic Carrots, Sweet Potato Fingerlings, 
Mac & Cheese, Caramelized Brussels Sprouts, 
Cranberry Bacon Green Beans, Vegan Mashed 
Potatoes, Cranberry Relish 

 PRIME RIB MEAL
 Grass Fed & Finished 

 Raised without Antibiotics
   Serves 4     Serves 8
     10999         16999

TENDERLOIN MEAL
Grass Fed & Finished 

Raised without Antibiotics
 Serves 4 Serves 8

14999 20999

ALL NATURAL AMISH 
TURKEY MEAL

 Serves 4 Serves 8
6499 12499

BONE-IN SPIRAL 
HAM MEAL

 Serves 4 Serves 8
7499 13499

VEGAN QUINOA 
ROAST MEAL

   Serves 4      Serves 8
    6499      12499

SALMON MEAL
 Serves 4 Serves 8

11999 13999

CHOOSE 4 
OF THESE 

7 SIDES:

Reserve yours online at betterhealtmarket.com/holidayReserve yours online at betterhealtmarket.com/holiday

*4 Person meal includes 4 apple blossoms and 8 person meal includes 8 apple blossoms

BETTER HOLIDAY MEALS AND SIDES

www.BetterHealthMarket.com

EAST LANSING 
(Frandor)  305 N Clippert Ave. 

Across from Frandor Mall • 517-332-6892
Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-9pm • Sun 10am-7pm

Meals Available thru December24, 2025. While supllies last.

sis when he shared this with me. He 
then leaned in conspiratorially to gift 
me the recipe that we all have come to 
know as Christmas sweater.

His callused welder fingers count-
ed off a list of ingredients. “Beets, 
carrots, potatoes – cooked,” he said, 
looking me in the eye with intensity. 
“Chopped onions, pickles, salt, little 
bit of oil.”

“Cut small,” added Mrs. Lemeza. 
“So it’s cute.”

“3/8 of an inch,” he said, holding 
two fingers together so close you 
could barely see through them. 

At the time, they referred to it as 
beet vinaigrette, which caught me 
off guard at first because vinaigrette 
normally contains, you know, vine-
gar. And then I realized that the vin-
egar in their vinaigrette comes from 
chopped pickles, which, like beets, 
are serious business back home in 
Olshany, Belarus. Wowed by the bril-
liance of using pickles as the acid in a 
salad, I quickly found all of the prin-
cipal ingredients at the market and 
skipped home to play with my food.  

I made the recipe a few times that 
week, my confidence growing with 
each rendition. At the following mar-
ket, I brought a sample of my latest 
and greatest batch, Mr. Lemeza’s eyes 
flickering back and forth between the 
dish and its maker with skepticism. 

“It’s too big,” he said, poking at the 
pieces with the spoon I’d provided. 
Indeed, my chunks were more like 
5/8 of an inch, not the directed 3/8. I 
hadn’t realized it was such a big deal. 

Finally, he took a bite.
“The taste is good,” he acknowl-

edged, sounding surprised to hear 
himself say it. 

Mrs. Lemeza took a bite and con-
curred. “But it has to be more cute,” 
she pleaded, rolling the “r” in “more.”

“It’s too ugly?” I asked.
“Yes,” she said, laughing. At least 

they loved the name Christmas sweat-
er, which they still call it to this day.  

When I make it at home, I must 
admit, my Christmas sweater is still 
kinda ugly. It’s just as delicious and 
satisfying and nourishing as it is with 
cute chunks, which I suppose reflects 
my priorities. But when I bring my 
Christmas sweater into mixed com-
pany, you can be sure it’s the cutest 
thing you have ever seen. After all, if 
it’s an option, why not rule the pot-
luck? 

Christmas sweater
Your go-to recipe for any deli-

ciously awkward wintertime occa-
sion, or a cozy night in. When I say 
“diced,” I mean perfectly adorable 
3/8-inch cubes.

Serves four to eight as a side, two 
to four as a main.

1 pound potatoes, peeled
1 pound beets, peeled
1 pound carrots, peeled
One medium onion
2 cups dill pickles, diced
1/2 cup olive oil
Salt and pepper, to taste
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees, 

then peel and cube the veggies as 
perfectly as possible. Do the beets 
last — you will need to wash the 
cutting board immediately.

Whether it’s an onion, potato, 

pickle, carrot or beet, start by 
cutting it in half, lengthwise, and 
lay the flat sides down (you can cut 
carrots down to 4-inch lengths). 
Slicing straight down, cut off the 
tops and bottoms, then turn the 
knife 90 degrees and make a series 
of parallel cuts about 1/4 of an 
inch apart along the top-to-bot-
tom axes. Turn each newly sliced 
half 90 degrees and make another 
series of crisp, 1/4-inch cuts.

The next part is tricky. Try to 
pull apart each twice-sliced half, 
like “cutting” a deck of cards, and 
roll it sideways onto the cutting 
board so you have flat sides down 
again and can cut the long, cubic 
rectangles into perfect cubes. 

Bake all of the cubed veggies in 
separate dishes, stirring occasion-

ally to check the moisture levels. 
Add half of the olive oil to the po-
tatoes before cooking them so they 
don’t stick together. When each 
type of veggie is soft and dry but 
not browned, remove it from the 
oven and allow it to cool to room 
temperature.

Add the rest of the olive oil to the 
beets, which seals in the beet color 
and prevents it from bleeding onto 
the rest of the salad. 

When everything is cool, cubed 
and cute, gently toss everything 
together, minus the beets and 
onions. Season with salt, pepper 
and garlic powder. Then stir in the 
beets and, finally, the lily-white 
onions, added last to keep them as 
unstained as possible. Taste, adjust 
seasonings, and serve.

Flash
from page 22
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In memory of Rodica’s Cats

Lite Brite
is a sweet torbie who came to the shelter when her 
elderly owner could no longer care for her. She's 
had a rough couple of days with losing her family 
and then being spayed. She just isn't sure what's 
going on. She would love a quieter home with 
someone who will give her time to decompress and 
settle in. She's always been an only cat but should 
do �ne with a gentle friend.

Sponsored by Kato and Mouse

Magic 8 Ball
 is a con�dent, happy German Shepherd mix who 
brings a bright, upbeat energy everywhere he goes. 
He's friendly with people and enjoys other dogs, 
but he'd do best with a con�dent female dog close 
to his size to help keep playtime balanced. Or he 
would be just as happy being the only dog. He's still 
learning his manners, especially when it comes to 
leash walking, as he can be a strong puller. He's 
smart, eager to learn, and ready for someone who 
can continue his training.

Sponsored by Anne and Dale Schrader 

K'Nex
is a big, lovable 5-year-old lunk (bulldog/boxer... 
maybe a hint of masti�?) who is neutered, 
vaccinated, microchipped, and absolutely 
convinced he's a 70-pound lap dog. He's 
heartworm positive, but we cover the full cost of his 
treatment and would love for him to begin his 
recovery in a comfortable home before treatment 
starts. K'Nex likes other dogs, though he hasn't had 
much experience, and he's trying really hard to 
learn. He would do well with an easy going dog.

Help Cats and Dogs Find A Home

Thanks to these ads, City Pulse has donated more than $10,000 to the Ingham County Animal Shelter.
Please help. Email mike@lansingcitypulse.com or call Mike Ellis  at (517)999-6707

Ads appear in the 3rd issue of each month. The next deadline is  January 16th.

Your ad here. Just $35 Your ad here. Just $35 Your ad here. Just $35 Your ad here. Just $35

INGHAM  COUNTY  ANIMAL  SHELTER
TO ADOPT ONE OF THESE PETS, VISIT ICAS AT 600 BUHL ST., MASON, CALL (517) 676-8370 TO MAKE AN APPT. OR GO TO AC.INGHAM.ORG

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 517-359-2478 to schedule your free quote!

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.


