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Sponsored Content
The Art of the Steal 

There is something uniquely exhausting about watching a political grift unfold in 
real time—and then watching millions of people applaud it anyway.

Imagine, for a moment, a leader who announces he is renaming the Department 
of Defense the “Department of War.” Not as satire. Not as a critique. As branding. 

The euphemism is inconvenient; let’s call it what it is. Fine. Brutal honesty has a 
certain appeal. But then—almost in the same breath—this same leader forms 
something called a “Board of Peace,” appoints himself its chair and arranges for 
$10 billion in U.S. public funds to be quietly transferred under its authority, 
bypassing Congress in the name of “e�ciency.” War on the label. Peace on the 
letterhead. Money in the shadows.

And millions cheer.

Why?

Because the grift isn’t about policy, it’s about identity.

Modern political grifts do not succeed because they are legally airtight or 
morally persuasive. They succeed because they attach themselves to grievances 
and a sense of belonging. Supporters aren’t defending the mechanics of a 
budget transfer or the constitutional limits of executive authority. They are 
defending a tribe. When criticism comes, it doesn’t register as “That seems 
unconstitutional.” It registers as “They’re attacking us.”

There’s also the seduction of spectacle. Renaming institutions, staging dramatic 
announcements, creating grandly titled boards—these are theatrical moves. 
They create the illusion of bold action. For many voters, decisiveness feels like 
competence, even if the substance is hollow or dangerous. A leader who moves 
money “without the red tape” may appear strong, even if the “red tape” is actually 
Congress, the body the Constitution explicitly empowers to control federal 
spending.

The irony is painful. The same citizens who speak passionately about limited 
government and constitutional �delity will sometimes defend executive 
maneuvers that sidestep both. But again, this isn’t about consistency. It’s about 
trust. If the leader is seen as the champion of “real Americans,” then whatever he 
does must, by de�nition, serve the right cause.

There’s also the power of repetition. If enough voices insist that bypassing 
Congress is necessary because Congress is “corrupt,” or that transferring funds is 
“saving America,” the language itself reshapes perception. Words like “peace,” 
“security,” and “patriotism” are deployed as shields. Who could be against a Board 
of Peace? Who could object to decisive leadership in dangerous times? The 
framing dulls scrutiny.

And let’s be honest: some people know it’s a grift. They simply don’t care. If they 
believe the outcome bene�ts their side—or hurts the side which they 
oppose—they are willing to tolerate hypocrisy. The system becomes a tool, not a 
principle. If bending the rules keeps their champion in power, then bending feels 
justi�ed.

But here’s the deeper concern: When citizens accept the idea that a leader can 
redirect billions of dollars without congressional oversight because he says it’s 
for “peace,” they are normalizing the erosion of checks and balances. Today, it’s 
$10 billion. Tomorrow, it’s more. Today, it’s a renamed department. Tomorrow, it’s 
a rede�ned constitution.

Democracy depends less on laws than on the collective agreement to respect 
them. Once voters signal that they are comfortable with leaders skirting 
constitutional authority—as long as it’s their leader—the guardrails weaken for 
everyone.

So, what’s “wrong” with people who still support this man?

Often, nothing pathological. They are reacting to fear, cultural anxiety, economic 
frustration and a sense of displacement. They are responding to a narrative that 
tells them the system is rigged against them and that only one strong �gure can 
�x it. The grift works because it meets emotional needs.

But understanding the psychology doesn’t make the consequences less serious.

If citizens cannot distinguish between bold leadership and constitutional 
overreach—between transparency and theatrical branding—then the grift stops 
being a scam and it starts becoming governance.

And once that happens, it’s no longer just about one man. It’s about whether the 
public still believes that power should be constrained at all.

But look closer.

Membership isn’t universal. Membership and participation are tied to �nancial 
contributions and political alignment, which are points of contention for many 
countries that declined membership. That alone should raise eyebrows. Peace is 
supposed to be a condition, not a club. It’s supposed to be the absence of 
coercion, not a membership tier.

When access depends on money and alignment, what you are building is not a 
humanitarian framework. You are building a consortium. A syndicate. A 
mechanism through which public funds and international leverage can be 
steered by the already powerful toward outcomes that consolidate their 
in�uence further.

And here’s the quiet brilliance of the branding for the willfully ignorant: who can 
publicly oppose “peace” without sounding monstrous? The genius of the grift is 
its linguistics. They wrap the consolidation of power in the vocabulary of virtue. 
They convert oversight into “delay,” dissent into “division,” and constitutional 
guardrails into “obstacles.”

If this were genuinely about humanitarian rebuilding, transparency would be the 
selling point. Broad coalition-building would be the goal. Oversight would be 
welcomed as proof of integrity. Instead, the structure seems to reward loyalty, 
prioritize capital and sidestep traditional democratic constraints. That doesn’t 
look like relief. It looks like leverage.

When boards become vehicles for transferring billions with limited scrutiny, 
when participation hinges on who pays and who pledges allegiance, when 
“peace” is administered like a brand extension—what we are witnessing isn’t 
con�ict resolution. It’s asset management.

And not of land, but of power; or maybe both. 

But peace is not a logo. It is not a revenue stream. It is not a political rewards 
program.

If we reach the point where massive �nancial transfers, executive 
self-appointment and loyalty-based membership structures are defended simply 
because the letterhead says “Peace,” then the grift has achieved its highest form. 
It has convinced people that the concentration of power is akin to compassion.

And that is the most expensive illusion of all.

Because when power enriches the powerful under the banner of virtue, it doesn’t 
just empty the treasury.

It empties the word.

Peace becomes branding.

Oversight becomes a nuisance.

Democracy becomes optional.

On another note: Has anyone seen John Barron’s Ted Talk? The call to C-SPAN on 
2/22 was the troll of the year so far. It was a strange moment when political 
theater, parody and reality are so intertwined that a troll can feel 
indistinguishable from o�cial commentary for a news cycle.

If nothing else, it was a reminder that in 2026, satire doesn’t even need 
exaggeration. It just needs timing.

Please email me at lansingallstar@gmail.com
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

By HEATHER VANDYKE
LANSING — A lawsuit filed by a local 

environmental advocacy group - center-
ing on a long-term agreement between 
the Lansing Board of Water & Light and 
a multi-billion-dollar electric vehicle bat-
tery plant in Delta Township - has been 
dismissed.

Capital Area Friends of the Environ-
ment, or CAFE, asked a Michigan judge 
earlier this month to force the state’s larg-
est municipal utility to unseal a confiden-
tial electricity contract that the group al-
leges triggered a series of residential rate 
hikes and the construction of a new fos-
sil-fuel power plant.

The case was heard by Judge Wanda 
M. Stokes on Feb. 4 in the Veterans Me-
morial Courthouse and was dismissed 
the same day.

Although CAFE co-founder and for-
mer BWL commissioner Dusty Horwitt 
expressed disappointment in the ruling, 
the group said its efforts to achieve trans-
parency on the contract continue.

Elaine Fischhoff, a representative for 
CAFE, said Monday, Feb. 16, that the 
group does not plan to appeal at this 
time. Instead, they intend to file a new 
Freedom of Information Act request 
tailored to address the legal basis of the 
dismissal once they have reviewed a tran-
script of the judge’s ruling.

“This lawsuit is about the public’s right 
to know what its utility is up to,” Horwitt 
said. “The BWL should show that it takes 
its role as a public utility seriously by 
sharing the contract voluntarily.”

A dispute over rates, responsibility
At the heart of the litigation is a dis-

agreement over the financial impact of 
Lansing’s industrial expansion on resi-
dential customers.

When the deal to power the Ultium 
Cells battery plant was first announced, 
BWL officials suggested the contract 
would not lead to higher costs for resi-
dents. 

However, by August 2024, the utility 
proposed a series of rate increases: a 7.8 
percent hike for residential electricity in 
2024, followed by another 6.8 percent in 
2025.

BWL executives have stated in public 
meetings that the increases were neces-
sary to keep pace with inflation and fund 
clean energy targets. 

Questions, however, regarding the 
hikes intensified after general manager 
Dick Peffley reportedly acknowledged in 
2024 that the rate increases were partly 
intended to fund a new natural gas-burn-
ing facility. The 110-megawatt Recip-
rocating Internal Combustion Engine 
(RICE) plant was designed to meet the 
energy load required by the Ultium facil-
ity and other regional growth.

Criticism of ‘shocking’ secrecy
The BWL denied CAFE’s initial re-

cords request by invoking a state law that 
allows public utilities to withhold elec-
tricity sales contracts containing “propri-
etary information,” Horwitt said. 

Amy Adamy, public relations and mar-
keting manager for the Lansing Board of 
Water and Light, refrained from provid-
ing a statement regarding the case.

“We don’t comment on pending litiga-
tion,” she wrote in an email to City Pulse.

Horwitt, who said he has spent 20 
years observing major decision-making 
at the state and federal levels, described 
the utility’s lack of transparency as 
“shocking” and unusual for a government 
entity. 

He noted that while other agencies 
typically issue detailed draft plans and 
allow 30-60 days for public comment, 
the BWL often operates with exclusivity.

“I have never seen secrecy and exclu-

sivity from a governing board like I have 
from the BWL,” Horwitt said. He recalled 
an instance early in his tenure where a 
customer’s simple request for the utility 
to list its electricity sources took months 
to fulfill, only for the utility to eventually 
post what he described as a “misleading 
graphic.”

The lack of transparency extended to 
the governing board itself, Horwitt al-
leged. In December 2021, the board vot-
ed to give the general manager authority 
to negotiate the contract with the battery 
plant without further board approval. 

Horwitt, who voted for the authoriza-
tion at the time, said the board was not 
informed of the legal shield the utility 
would later use to keep the terms confi-
dential.

“I had no idea that we were voting to 
give the general manager authority to ne-
gotiate a secret contract,” Horwitt said. “I 
wouldn’t have voted for secrecy if I had 
known because there is virtually no ac-
countability for the BWL’s management 
or governing board if contracts can be 
kept secret from the public.”

Environmental impacts
The dismissal of the lawsuit leaves the 

details of the contract shielded as the 
RICE plant moves toward its expected 
2026 completion. 

State regulators at the Michigan De-

partment of Environment, Great Lakes, 
and Energy approved air permits for the 
facility last year, despite an estimated 
500,000 tons of annual carbon emission. 

During public hearings, EGLE offi-
cials noted they are not legally permit-
ted to consider “environmental justice” 
— the impact on low-income or minority 
neighborhoods — when approving such 
permits.

The BWL has maintained that the gas 
plant is a “bridge” technology meant to 
balance the intermittent nature of wind 
and solar power. In prior statements, the 
utility said the units allow them to pro-
vide reliable energy for current needs 
while planning for future economic 
growth.

The legal battle comes as the BWL 
considers a new proposal from developer 
Deep Green for a large-scale data center 
in downtown Lansing. 

“Deep Green designs and operates ul-
tra-efficient, high-density data centers 
that capture and reuse the heat they 
produce with negligible water use. The 
company will partner with the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to supply free, 
carbon-neutral heat directly into BWL’s 
hot water system, cutting carbon emis-
sions and creating lasting community 
benefits,” according to the city’s website.

Data centers, which require significant 
amounts of electricity and water, have 
become a focus for utility transparency 
advocates nationwide.

Previous media reports have indicated 
that developers by mid-December 2025 
had expressed interest in at least 16 sites 
in 10 counties across the state’s Lower 
Peninsula for the warehouses supporting 
artificial intelligence and cloud comput-
ing.

Judge dismisses lawsuit seeking to unseal confidential utility contract

Rendering provided

A rendering of a proposed data center 
in Lansing.

Mike Ellis/City Pulse

Lansing Board of Water and Light’s Delta Energy Park.
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CITY OF EAST LANSING SUMMARY 
OF ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1558

On January 6, 2026, the East Lansing City Council adopted an Ordinance of the City of East 
Lansing, Michigan, to amend Chapter 6, “Buildings and Building Regulations,” Article III, 
“Property Maintenance Code,” Section 6-175 “Amendments to International Property 
Maintenance Code,” to add section 302.4 “Weeds” in order to amend the regulations relating 
to weeds in exterior property areas and to define “native garden” and “native lawn area” and 
exempt those areas from the definition of weeds.

Effective date:  Pursuant to Charter Section 6.3,Upon publication
Notice:   The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City
  Clerk’s Office, 1st Floor, City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East
  Lansing, Michigan.
Emily Gordon,
East Lansing City Clerk

CP#26-063

By MIKE ELLIS
One of Lansing’s largest vacant 

apartment buildings could be coming 
back to life. The 927 Washington St. 
building was once one of City Pulse’s 
Eyesores of the Week (probably more 
than once) and could be revived as 
senior housing by the end of summer 
2027.

The Lansing Housing Commission 
has received brownfield tax funding 
approval, one of the last steps before 
the 50 units of housing can be upgrad-
ed and converted into senior housing. 
The building is located across from 
Fountain Place Apartments in REO 
Town.

It is now expected to undergo about 
a year of construction following an 
expected closing this summer, said 
Doug Fleming, executive director of 
the Lansing Housing Commission.

City Council approval could happen 
as soon as March 9.

The renovated apartments will be 
for seniors, with all 50 units being for 
households that earn 60% of the area 

median income.
Mayor Andy Schor said in a state-

ment that “Lansing needs more hous-
ing options for everyone, especially 
people as they age.”

City Pulse reported in January that 
the Lansing Housing Commission 
was reviving the building. Flem-
ing said it is also coming alongside 
a planned renovation of 30 existing 
senior apartments at Oliver Gardens 
and the addition of 16 new units.

The Lansing Housing Commission 
also is opening up its 2200 Riverview 
and Grand Vista apartment build-
ings starting in mid-May, for Grand 
Vista, and soon after for Riverview. 
Both apartments have full waiting 
lists, but people are still encouraged 
to apply when the waitlist is expected 
to open up soon. Fleming said there 
were 1,200 people who initially ap-
plied for the 120 units between the 
two buildings, but many of those were 
duplicate applicants and even ac-
cepted applicants may find alternate 
housing in the several months before 
the buildings open.

Lansing Housing Commission 
rehabbing 927 Washington

Mike Ellis/City Pulse

By LEO V. KAPLAN
Lansing Public Media Center found-

ing director Dom Cochran likes to call 
a new membership to the center “the 
best deal in town.” That is to say, after 
the introductory all-day class (with a 
free lunch) and 2TB data card given to 
members, the center has already lost 
money.

“We charge the $50 so you feel some 
ownership, and like you have some skin 
in the game, right?” Cochran said. “But 
it’s actually heavily subsidized. We don’t 
make money off it, obviously. We lose 
money.”

Lansing residents who aren’t yet 
members might want to consider it at 
the end of April when the new Public 
Media Center, built in the former Lan-
sing Credit Exchange building next to 
the future Ovation Center, opens. Ame-
nities will be far ahead of the capabili-
ties of the current, temporary location.

Non-residents will pay twice the price 

and have to bring their own external 
drive.

When complete, members will have 
access to things like a classroom and 
small film screening studio, color grad-
ing room, podcast studio with rear-
rangeable set, music recording studio 
and huge green-screen room.

By HEATHER VANDYKE
LANSING — An Ingham County 

jury found a 57-year-old Lansing man 
guilty of second-degree murder in the 
2021 death of Andrew Watson, a case 
local prosecutors won despite the fact 
that Watson’s body has never been re-
covered.

The verdict against Willie James Jr. 
was delivered in the courtroom of Ing-
ham County Circuit Judge Rosemarie 
Aquilina, marking the conclusion of a 
trial that hinged on circumstantial ev-
idence.

James, already a state prisoner, faces 
a mandatory consecutive sentence be-
cause he was on parole at the time of 
the killing.

The conviction stems from the Janu-
ary 2021 disappearance of Watson. 

During the trial, Ingham County 
prosecutors argued that James shot 
and killed Watson inside his vehicle be-
fore disposing of the evidence.

According to previous media reports, 
the proceedings took an unusual turn 
when James testified in his own de-
fense, attempting to distance himself 
from a trail of forensic inconsistencies. 

Under cross-examination by Ingham 
County Prosecutor Bill Crino, James 
admitted to lying to investigators and 
scrubbing his vehicle in the hours fol-
lowing Watson’s disappearance.

While James admitted to the cleanup, 
he maintained his innocence regarding 
the homicide itself. He testified that his 
son, Willie James III, and another asso-
ciate had borrowed his car on the night 
of Jan. 12, 2021. He claimed Watson 
was killed during that window of time 
without his involvement. 

James claimed that he was covering 
up for his son. 

The younger James, Willie James 
III, is currently serving a minimum 
70-year sentence for an unrelated ho-
micide committed in Eaton County in 
late 2020. 

The elder James has a significant 
criminal history. At the time of the 2021 
murder, he was on parole for a 2014 
conviction of assault with intent to do 
great bodily harm less than murder and 
a felony firearm charge. Following the 
allegations in the Watson case, he was 
returned to the custody of the Michigan 
Department of Corrections to continue 
serving that earlier sentence.

Records show James was previously 
eligible for parole on the 2014 charges 
and would have reached his maximum 
discharge date in November 2030. Un-
der Michigan law, because the murder 
was committed while James was a pa-
rolee, the sentence for the new convic-
tion must be served only after the com-
pletion of his prior term.

New Lansing Public Media Center: 
A peek behind the curtains

State prisoner found guilty in 2021 
murder; victim’s body still not found

Leo V. Kaplan/City Pulse

COLORSUITE: Lighting (or the lack 
thereof) is very important for color 
grading and requires a specially cali-
brated monitor. This room is perfect for 
the task, Lansing Public Media Center 
founding director Dom Cochran said.
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

The Lansing 
School District 
has not com-
mented pub-
licly since the 
U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice 
announced on 

Feb. 18 that it had opened an in-
vestigation into the district, along 
with Detroit’s district and God-
frey-Lee Public Schools. The DOJ 
said in the release that they are look-
ing into whether those three districts 
have notified parents of their right 
to opt out of “sexual orientation and 
gender ideology content” and whether 
the districts include any such content 
in classrooms. The DOJ also declined 
to comment. The three districts rep-
resent about 64,000 students, or 
about 1 in 20 of Michigan’s 1.3 mil-
lion K-12 students. Godfrey-Lee is in 
Wyoming, a Grand Rapids suburb, 
and the smallest geographic district 
in the state at 1.4 square miles. “The 
investigation will also assess whether 
the Michigan School Districts limit 
access to single-sex intimate spaces, 
such as bathrooms and locker rooms, 
based on biological sex,” the DOJ 
news release said. In a statement, the 
state Department of Education criti-
cized the DOJ actions. “The breadth 
and scope of the federal requests, 
premised on a mischaracterization of 
the Michigan Health Education Stan-
dards Guidelines adopted by the State 
Board of Education, place a signifi-
cant administrative burden on local 
districts and risk diverting time and 
resources away from the core mission 
of educating students,” state Super-
intendent Glenn Maleyko said in the 
statement.

***
The Lansing 

School District also 
reported a gradu-
ation rate of 93.8% 
for the 2024-2025 
school year, the 
highest in district 
history. The dropout 
rate was 1.75%. Mich-
igan’s average four-
year graduation rate is 84%, with an 
average dropout rate of 7.1%, accord-
ing to a statement from the Lansing 
district, citing state figures.  “This his-
toric achievement is a direct reflection 

of the unwavering commitment of 
our students, their families, and our 
high school teams,” Interim Superin-
tendent Jessica Benavides said in the 
statement.

U.S. Rep. Tom Barrett’s re-elec-
tion campaign used the Freedom 
of Information Act to request re-
cords regarding the organization 
of a student demonstration at the 
East Lansing School District in Jan-
uary. Jason Roe, a spokesperson for 
the campaign, told City Pulse the re-
cords were sought as a routine polit-
ical matter and are believed to be the 
only protest-related records the cam-
paign has sought this year. “It was rou-
tine and had nothing to do with East 
Lansing High or students,” Roe said. 
He said the FOIA was intended to 
find out whether challenger William 
Lawrence had been involved in the 
student demonstration, which hap-
pened just outside the school build-
ing and was attended by district and 
school officials as well as hundreds 
of students. Students were protesting 
ICE enforcement, demonstrating two 
days after the shooting death of Re-
nee Good, 37, by a U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement agent in 
Minneapolis. Roe said the FOIA has 
not matured, and the campaign has 
not received any material from the 
school district. Lawrence told East 
Lansing Info that he had spoken with 
the Students for Political Action club 
in December, and at a library event, 
but had not communicated with them 
about the demonstration. 

Eight players on the gold med-
al-winning U.S. Olympic men’s 
and women’s hockey teams, each 
of which beat Team Canada in 
their respective finals last week-
end, have Michigan connections. 
For the men, Dylan Larkin is a Wa-
terford native, starred for U-M and is 

now the Detroit Red Wings captain. 
Brothers Jack (who scored the med-
al-winning goal) and Quinn Hughes 
moved to Canton as teens and were 
schooled at the USA Hockey’s Na-
tional Team Development Program 
in Plymouth. Quinn also played for 
U-M, as did Zach Werenski, who 
hails from Grosse Pointe Woods, and 
Kyle Connor of Shelby Township. 
Commerce Township’s Connor Hel-
lebuyck, the hero in the net, makes 
it a half-dozen men from Michigan. 
Meanwhile, Megan Keller (Farming-
ton Hills), who scored the winning 
goal for the women’s gold and had 
already won gold with Team USA in 
2018, and Kirsten Simms (Plymouth) 
are also Great Lakes State natives.

Lansing Shuf-
fle’s owner is 
looking to pur-
chase the land it 
operates on, as 
part of an exist-
ing long-term 
lease agree-
ment with the 
city. The agree-

ment allows the lessee to have the op-
tion of purchasing the building, the 
addition and the upper terrace, but 
would not include riverfront proper-
ty or Rotary Park property, said Scott 
Bean, a spokesperson for the mayor’s 
office. Because the land of the build-
ing is city property, the sale would be 
complicated and likely require City 
Council approval and then a ballot is-
sue for voters to decide. If voters say 
yes, and the property closes in Janu-
ary 2027, the contractual price would 
be $953,000, Bean said.

Lansing’s Code Blue status has 
been triggered until at least 7 
a.m. on Thursday, March 5. The 
city’s Code Blue declarations allow 
local shelters to have more flexibility 
during extreme cold or snow. Many 
public buildings – including the Fos-
ter, Gier, Letts and Schmidt commu-
nity centers; libraries; and the Capital 
Area Transportation Authority Trans-

portation Center 
in downtown – will 
be open during the 
day as well. CATA 
will offer free rides 
to warming cen-
ters and is running 
a 24/7 warming 
bus along Route 1 and some other lo-
cations. For more information, visit 
LansingMI.gov/coldweatherplan or 
call 211 (a city information line sepa-
rate from 911). Day shelters are avail-
able at Advent House (743 N. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd.) and City Res-
cue Mission (2216 S. Cedar St. for 
women and children; drop-in center 
at 415 W. Kalamazoo St.). Overnight 
shelters are available at Holy Cross 
New Hope Community Center (430 
N. Larch St.), City Rescue Mission’s 
drop-in center (415 W. Kalamazoo 
St.), Letts Community Center (1220 
W. Kalamazoo St.) and Unity Mis-
sionary Baptist Church (500 S. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Blvd., families 
only).

A 55-year-old Ingham Coun-
ty man won $1 million through 
a scratch-off Millionaire Mak-
er ticket bought at Louie’s Party 
Store, 1931 S. Washington Ave., in 
Lansing. The man opted to remain 
anonymous and take a lump sum of 
about $693,000 instead of the full 
amount in an annuity. He told the lot-
to officials that he plans to pay off his 
home and buy a new truck.

A man in his 20s was struck and 
killed by a vehicle Saturday on the 
4100 block of Capital City Boule-
vard, near the entrance to Lan-
sing’s airport. Police said the man 
was a pedestrian, but did not release 
the man’s hometown, a vehicle de-
scription or other additional details. 
Anyone with information about the 
incident is asked to call the LPD at 
517-483-4600.



8	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 City Pulse • February 25, 2026

PUBLIC HEARING – PROPOSED FUNDING ALLOCATIONS
FY2026, 7/1/2026 – 6/30/27

CORRECTION TO THE LOCATION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the City of Lansing Planning Board will hold a public 
hearing to solicit public input on the proposed funding allocations for the City of 
Lansing’s FY 2026 Annual Action Plan which covers the time July 1, 2026 – June 30, 
2027.

TO:   ALL LANSING CITIZENS AND ORGANIZATIONS 

FROM:   LANSING PLANNING COMMISSION

SUBJECT:   PUBLIC HEARING – PROPOSED FUNDING ALLOCATIONS

PLACE: LANSING CITY HALL
124 W. MICHIGAN AVE
10TH FLOOR, CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
LANSING, MI 48933

TIME:   6:30 p.m.

DATE:  Tuesday, March 3, 2026 

PURPOSE: TO PROVIDE CITIZENS THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXAMINE AND COMMENT 
ON PROPOSED OBJECTIVES, GOALS AND PROJECTED USE OF COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT FUND RESOURCES, INCLUDING THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT, HOME AND EMERGENCY SOLUTIONS GRANT PROGRAMS, TO BE 
INCLUDED IN THE CITY'S ANNUAL ACTION PLAN SUBMISSION FOR FY 2026 (7/1/2026- 
6/30/2027)

For additional information, please contact Doris M. Witherspoon, Senior Planner at 
doris.witherspoon@lansingmi.gov

PLEASE NOTE – Entitlement Grant Awards for FY 2026 (July 1, 2026-June 30, 2027) 
have not been announced by HUD as of the date of this publication. Amounts proposed 
herein for FY 2026 CDBG, HOME and ESG activities are based on prior year entitlement 
awards. If the grant amounts HUD actually awards to the City of Lansing for CDBG, 
HOME and ESG are different from the amounts shown above, pro-rata adjustments will 
be made to the budget amounts proposed for each activity.

CP#26-058

By CHRIS SILVA
Lansing’s cannabis district is used to a 

little haze, but as we slog through the end 
of February, the fog over the local market 
is getting thick. If you’ve been looking at 
the January and February sales numbers, 
they look like a bad trip: January sales 
plunged nearly 16% from December, 
dropping to $226.8 million — the largest 
New Year’s dip in the history of Michi-
gan’s legal market.

Naturally, everyone is looking for some-
one to blame. The prime suspect? The 
new 24% wholesale tax that hit the books 
Jan. 1. But before we declare Michigan’s 
green rush officially dead and buried un-
der a layer of fresh asphalt, we need to 
take a beat. While the tax is a heavy hitter, 
it’s currently swinging in the middle of a 
perfect storm of winter weather, a “Dry 
January” cultural shift and a post-holiday 
exhaustion that may have happened even 
without the taxman.

Is this a permanent market shift, or are 
we just watching a winter slum meet a tax 
jump?

The ‘one-two punch’ of January
Local operators like those at House of 

Dank and Pure Options in Lansing are 
describing the start of 2026 as a one-
two combo.

Punch one was the tax.
We know customers spent the last 

two weeks of December stocking up like 
the world was ending. At Pure Options, 
the “pre-tax blowout” sales were legend-
ary, effectively cannibalizing January’s 
numbers before the year even started. 
If you could buy 4 ounces in December 
for the price of 3 in January, you did it. 
That “stockpile effect” created a huge 
artificial spike in December, followed by 

a predictable hollow-out in January.
Punch two was the weather.
Michigan didn’t just get a “dusting” 

this year; we got hammered. Data from 
market analysts at Headset shows that 
during the peak of the late-January 
storms, Michigan retail revenue cra-
tered by 40% in a single day. When the 
roads are a mess, even the most ded-
icated smoker is going to think twice 
about trekking out to Michigan Avenue. 
Revenue lost to a blizzard may not be a 
delayed sale, for many shops, that’s just 
money that’s gone forever.

The Dry January and 
total reset shift
We also have to talk about the cultur-

al shift. Dry January has become a re-
tail juggernaut, and while many people 
used to swap alcohol for cannabis (the 
“Cali sober”), we’re seeing a new trend in 
2026: the “total reset.”

Post-holiday burnout is real. Af-
ter a December filled with parties and 
over-consumption, some segment of the 
market may take a T-break or tolerance 
break. It’s not necessarily that they’ve 
quit for good; it’s that they’ve chosen the 
most expensive month in history to stop 
buying.

Seasonal slumps: 
The February standard
Historically, January and February 

are the “softest” months for any retail 
business, and cannabis is no different. 
People have spent their holiday bonus-
es, they’re staying inside, and the “New 
Year, new me” resolutions tend to can 
slam vice industries, or maybe until the 
first sign of a thaw.

In 2025, we saw a similar three-
month slide starting in December. The 
difference this year is the scale. A 16% 
month-over-month drop is significantly 
steeper than the 6.9% dip we saw this 
time last year. It’s enough to make any 

business owner nervous, but it’s still too 
early to tell if this is the new normal or 
just a particularly brutal winter.

Voices from the counter: 
‘The quietest winter yet’
I took a walk down Michigan Avenue 

last week — one of those gray, slushy days 
where the sky matches the sidewalk — 
and stopped into a few shops. The vibe 
was quiet.

“Usually, even on a Tuesday, we’ve got 
a line of three or four people,” one bud-
tender told me, leaning over a display 
of pre-rolls that hadn’t moved since the 
morning. “But since the storm hit and the 
tax kicked in, it’s been a ghost town. Peo-
ple come in, they look at the new prices, 
and they walk out with a single gram in-
stead of an ounce. It’s like everyone is just 
holding their breath.”

At another shop, the manager was more 
blunt. “We’re not even worried about the 
tax yet. We’re worried about the snow-
plows. If people can’t get to the curb, they 
can’t buy. We’re just praying for March.”

The tax factor: 
The long-term unknown
There’s no denying the 24% wholesale 

tax is the elephant in the grow room. 
It has forced retailers into a defensive 
crouch. Some shops are eating the tax to 
keep customers coming in, while others 
have been forced to bump prices.

But the real impact of the tax won’t be 
clear until April or May. Why? Because 
the market needs to see what happens 
when the sun comes out. If sales don’t 
spring back when the snow melts and 
after December’s stockpile finally runs 
dry, then we will know the tax has fun-
damentally changed the math.

The bottom line: Don’t panic — yet
The takeaway for late February is sim-

ple: Wait for the thaw. 
Between the historic winter storms, 

the Dry January reset, and the first-ever 
Road Tax bills coming due, the industry 
is bruised.

If the state wants to “Fix the Damn 
Roads” with weed money, they need the 
shops to stay open. If the sales numbers 
stay this low through March, the conver-
sation in the Capitol is going to have to 
shift from “how much can we take” to 
“how much can they survive.” For now, 
we’re all just waiting for the frost to break 
to see what’s actually left of the garden.

The winter chill or a tax-induced freeze?
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in Review:  
Terple Gang

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub. 

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds. 

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too. 

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor. 

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell. 

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.” 

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high. 

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high. 

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%. 

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.” 

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button. 

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output. 

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week. 

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year. 

Here’s a look at a few of them: 
Terple Gang — Bombulan 
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder. 

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed. 

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips. 

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry 
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes. 

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks. 

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too. 

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies 
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes. 

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty. 

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap. 

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com. 

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Will warm weather 
revive pot shops?
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By ERIC FREEDMAN
Capital News Service
LANSING — It was 50 years ago this 

month when I took a big gamble.
With a fresh law degree, student debt, a 

new Volkswagen Rabbit with a car loan — 
and a 3-week-old baby — I gave up a safe 
congressional staff job I enjoyed, took a 
13% pay cut and became a newspaper re-
porter.

No regrets.
It might sound naïve, it might sound 

outdated, it might sound blind to America’s 
political and economic climate today, but I 
still believe in the mission of independent 
journalism. 

The phrases may sound cliched, but I still 
contend that it’s the job of the press to speak 
truth to power, to comfort the afflicted and 
afflict the comfortable, to be a lens of the 
truth, to shine a spotlight on the misdeeds 
of powerful institutions in government, 
politics, the private sector and the nonprof-
it world. 

And believe in doing it ethically, with 
fairness, balance and accuracy.

As Bilbo Baggins of “The Hobbit” and 
“Lord of the Rings” observed, true tales are 
meant to be told.

I’ve reported about countless govern-
ment officials, public employees, judges, 
political leaders and business leaders. The 
overwhelming majority of them were hon-
est and committed to a greater good. 

But some were crooks, bribe-takers, 
bribe-payers, cheaters, liars and frauds — 
and we journalists unwrapped their wrong-
doing and exposed them.

It is a privilege to be able to do that in 
these troublous times when constraints on 
press freedom are tightening in the U.S. 
amid a disturbing downward trend in pub-
lic support for the news media.

For example, a recent American Com-
munities Project/Ipsos survey found that 
“very few Americans actually know a work-
ing journalist. Journalists ranked at the 
bottom of a long list of professionals and/
or groups that people know well. Second, 
most people believe the mainstream media 
are more interested in making money than 
telling the truth.”

As my Michigan State University journal-
ism colleague Dante Chinni, who heads the 
nonprofit American Communities Project, 
wrote, “Ultimately, those attitudes matter 
because the fights between the [Trump] 
administration and the press seem likely 
to intensify, and as they do, journalists may 
find it harder to garner support for their 
work in the court of public opinion.”

A new Pew Research Center report found 
that 57% of Americans “express low confi-
dence in journalists to act in the best inter-
ests of the public. This includes 40% who 
say they have not too much confidence and 
17% who say they have none at all.”

“By comparison, 43% of adults say they 
have a great deal or a fair amount of con-
fidence in journalists,” the Pew report said.

And with shrinking and disappearing 
local news outlets across the nation, it’s no 
surprise that Civic Information Needs Cen-
sus reported that “Americans find it harder 
to stay informed about their neighbor-
hoods, towns and cities than about national 
and international news.”

I think those disappointing survey re-
sults reflect, in part, the nonstop politically 
motivated bashing of individual journalists, 
their news organizations and journalism it-
self at the highest levels of government, as 
well as an eagerness by some of the power-
ful to thwart the First Amendment’s pledge 
of freedom of the press and freedom of ex-
pression.

It is the First Amendment that made it 
possible for me to write literally millions 
of words and edit literally millions of oth-
ers on topics ranging from corrupt legisla-
tors and environmental hazards to historic 
Great Lakes shipwrecks and the wolves and 
moose of Isle Royale National Park.

Now I spend much of my time guiding 
and editing talented, motivated students 
who write for Capital News Service — our 
statewide public affairs reporting practi-
cum — and Great Lakes Echo — our re-
gional environmental news outlet.

Many of my students may go on to ca-
reers unrelated to journalism, but the jour-
nalistic skills of interviewing, organizing in-
formation, observation, analytical thinking, 
scrutinizing documents, crunching data 
and creativity will serve them well no mat-
ter what direction they head in.

After all these decades, I’m still not tired 
of interviewing people, observing events, 
exploring behind the scenes and telling the 
public stories that matter, inform and en-
tertain.

I’ve been privileged to train, interview, 
collaborate with and teach hundreds of 
journalists, students and press rights de-
fenders on five continents — including 
countries with only a pretense of press free-
dom. Many of them are heroes who perse-
vere at great personal risk in the pursuit of 
our mission. 

And for all its flaws and vulnerabilities, 
I believe American journalism still has im-
portant lessons and skills to offer to jour-
nalists there.

As my sixth decade in the profession be-
gins, I’m privileged to continue doing jour-
nalism while teaching — to both preach 
and practice what the First Amendment 
envisions. 

As for my big gamble 50 years ago: No 
regrets.

(Eric Freedman is a journalism professor 
at Michigan State University and director 
of Capital News Service.)

Pretend you didn’t know President 
Donald Trump’s approval rating is 42% 
in Michigan.  

You can tell Republicans are sweating 
the 2026 elections by the far-fetched, 
pie-in-the-sky ideas their candidates 
are floating to gin up 
support. 

We’re figuring out why 
our paycheck isn’t going 
as far as it did three years 
ago, and for Republi-
cans, the best answer is 
to eliminate a tax or two, 
something so unrealistic 
it’s hard to take seriously. 

What else can they do? They can’t 
mention Trump’s tariffs, which have 
driven up costs. 

Groceries are more. Coffee is more. 
Buying a brand-new house is a dream out 
of reach for just about everybody. A cot-
tage Up North? Yeah, maybe if it’s been 
passed down through the family. 

The Republican Congress jacked up 
our health insurance rates while shutting 
down the federal government a record 
number of days. 

They’ve tried to distract us all by drum-
ming up the nearly non-existent problem 
of non-citizens voting in elections. 

Maybe they’ll present us with a ballot 
proposal that will require us all to dig up 
our passports, birth certificates and mar-
riage licenses before we can vote again so 
a couple of Chinese nationals don’t vote in 
an election of 5 million people. Great. 

Republicans presumed ... and right-
fully so ... they could campaign off Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer’s unpopularity. Typi-
cally, an outgoing governor’s favorability 
numbers are in the toilet. Rick Snyder’s 
were at 26% in his last year. Jennifer 
Granholm was sitting in the mid-30s in 
2010. John Engler’s were underwater. 

But Gretchen Whitmer’s favorability 
number has been sitting somewhere 
between 53% and 51% since we left the 
pandemic.  

She’s softened her partisan edge, disen-
gaged from anything remotely contro-
versial and posts slice-of-life social media 
posts that everyone can relate to. 

Campaigning off Whitmer is off the 
list. 

Can’t use immigration as an issue any-
more. Trump’s ICE agents are shooting 
disobedient protestors in the face. 

Abortion? Settled issue. Gay rights 
issues? Society, especially younger voters, 
has accepted the LGBT community. 
Looser gun restrictions? That’s a big loser 
in the suburbs. 

Republicans can’t even use their tried-

and-true union bashing. A lot of them are 
Trump voters now! 

So, where are Republican gubernato-
rial candidates going for an issue to run 
on? Suddenly, simply lowering taxes isn’t 
good enough. 

Let’s get rid of them altogether! Who 
needs taxes? 

It started a few years ago with this 
half-baked AxMiTax ballot proposal 
to eliminate all property taxes, but has 
leaked into the platforms of its guberna-
torial candidates. 

Anthony Hudson -- who wants to 
hang people he’s personally convicted 
of treason – has embraced property tax 
elimination lock stock and barrel.  

Paying for police, fire, local road 
improvement and public schools? We’ll 
figure that part out later. 

If you’re prefer to figure that out now, 
though, here’s what the Tax Foundation 
says we need to do. Unless we’re fine end-
ing police and fire service, we’d need to 
raising the state income tax from 4.25% 
to 11.93%. 

What about the sales tax? The Tax 
Foundation says there’s no “feasible sales 
tax rate” we could charge to make the 
numbers work. 

More serious candidates like Perry 
Johnson, Mike Cox and Aric Nesbitt want 
to end the state’s income tax.  

The tax brings in $14 billion in rev-
enue. The state’s General Fund is $14 
billion. 

Forget about waste, fraud and abuse in 
the budget.  

Getting rid of the income tax is getting 
rid of the budget! 

Private prisons? Privatize all public 
colleges and universities? Corporate 
ownership of public schools? Sell the 
parks and roads to private management 
companies? Maybe we get the churches 
and non-profits to care for the sick and 
least among us? 

Eliminate the State Police, Department 
of Civil Rights, abandon all state licensing 
and protections that can’t pay for itself.  

This isn’t apocalyptic. Unless Perry 
Johnson is paying for state government, 
we’re talking a tourism-killing 12% sales 
tax to cover the cost of everything. 

That’s why Republicans never tried this 
when they oversaw Michigan government 
during the Engler and Snyder years. 

Who wants to lead the charge on dis-
mantling state government? 

Apparently, we’re getting our answer. 
 (Kyle Melinn is the editor of the Capitol 

news service MIRS. You can email him at 
melinnky@gmail.com.)

Cut taxes? Just eliminate them! 
Why didn’t we do this before?

Reflections on a half-century of reporting

POLITICS
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CITY OF EAST LANSING SUMMARY
OF ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1538

On February 17, 2026, the East Lansing City Council adopted an Ordinance of the City of 
East Lansing, Michigan, to amend City Code and add a new Chapter 7 to include amended 
and restated rental housing regulations in the city of East Lansing.
Effective date: Pursuant to Charter Section 6.3,Upon publication
Notice:   The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City
  Clerk’s Office, 1st Floor, City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East
  Lansing, Michigan.
Emily Gordon,
East Lansing City Clerk

CP#26-060 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA
7710 W. Saginaw Highway
Lansing, Michigan 48917

(517) 323-8500

TOWNSHIP BOARD
Synopsis of Meetings

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2026 – REGULAR BOARD MEETING
Supervisor Brewer called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. Supervisor Fonda J. Brewer, 
Clerk Mary R. Clark, Treasurer Dennis R. Fedewa, Trustee Elizabeth S. Bowen, and 
Trustee Joshua I. Lyman. Others Present: Manager Brian T. Reed, Assessing Director Ted 
Droste, Township Engineer Jacob Kleinhenz, Interim Fire Chief John Kahler, Sergeant 
Josh Turner, Deputy Manager Erin LaPere, Assistant to the Manager/Communications 
Administrator Mary Worland, Planning & Economic Development Director Peter Menser, 
Utilities Director Rick Kane, Water Distribution Supervisor John Stopczynski.
PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS
PUBLIC HEARINGS
COMMUNICATIONS
PUBLIC COMMENTS
PASSAGE OF ORDINANCES
CONSENT AGENDA
1. Bills and Financial Transactions – a. $$3,472,875.85
2. Minutes – a. Monday, January 20, 2026
3. 2026 Eaton County Road Commission Millage Program
ITEMS OF BUSINESS
4. Resolution Supporting State Designation and Continued Development of the Middle 
Grand River Water Trail
5. Special Land Use Permit #PSL2025-0006 (Raising Cane's Restaurants, LLC), construct 
2,821 square foot restaurant with two drive-through lanes at the northwest corner of 
Elmwood Rd. and W. Saginaw Hwy
6. Delta Mills to Hawk Meadow Pathway Project Engineering Construction Phase Services 
Selection Recommendation
7. Eaton County Road Commission Agreement for Delta Mills to Hawk Meadow Pathway
MANAGER’S REPORT
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
8. Assessing Department Annual Report
9. IFT Audit Report
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 7:25pm
 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2026 – REGULAR BOARD MEETING
Supervisor Brewer called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. Supervisor Fonda J. Brewer, 
Clerk Mary R. Clark, Trustee Elizabeth S. Bowen, Trustee Joshua I. Lyman and Trustee 
Karen J. Mojica. Others Present: Manager Brian T. Reed, Interim Fire Chief John Kahler, 
Seargent Josh Tuner, Deputy Manager Erin LaPere, Assistant to the 
Manager/Communications Administrator Mary Worland, Planning & Economic 
Development Director Peter Menser, Utilities Director Rick Kane, Water Distribution 
Supervisor John Stopczynski.
PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS
PUBLIC HEARINGS
COMMUNICATIONS
1. Willow Force Main Update
PUBLIC COMMENTS
PASSAGE OF ORDINANCES
CONSENT AGENDA
2. Bills and Financial Transactions – a. $5,716,252.80
3. Minutes – a. Monday, February 2, 2026
4. MTA Principals of Governance
ITEMS OF BUSINESS
5. Board & Commission Appointments
MANAGER’S REPORT
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
6. Tree Replacement Policy Discussion
7. Utilities Annual Report
8. Clerk’s Annual Report
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 7:49pm

 CP#26-059

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE:  MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW

MARCH 3, 9, 10 AND 11, 2026

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
BOARD OF REVIEW MEETINGS

5151 MARSH ROAD, OKEMOS, MICHIGAN 48864
(517) 853-4400

MUNICIPAL BUILDING

The Charter Township of Meridian Board of Review will conduct its organizational meeting 
on Tuesday, March 3, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. at the Township Municipal Building, 5151 Marsh 
Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864.

2026 Tentative Factors:
 Commercial Real Property  1.00000
 Industrial Real Property  1.00000
 Residential Real Property  1.00000
 Personal Property   1.00000

The Board of Review will meet for assessment appeals at the Township Municipal Building 
on the following days:

Monday, March 9, 2026:  2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Tuesday, March 10, 2026:  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 11, 2026:  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

For an appointment to appear before the Board of Review, call (517)853-4400 by 5:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, March 10, 2026.

Written appeals will be accepted if received by 12:00 noon on Wednesday, March 11, 2026.  
Appeals must be in office by this time, post marks are not accepted.

ANGELA DEMAS
MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP CLERK

CP#26-050

DELTA CHARTER TOWNSHIP
7710 W. Saginaw Highway
Lansing, Michigan 48917

517-323-8520
BOARD OF REVIEW 2026 MEETING DATES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the taxpayers and property owners of the Charter Township 
of Delta, Eaton County, Michigan:
The Board of Review will meet in organizational session and is presented the 2026 
Assessment Roll to review. This meeting is not for public protest of property assessments. 
The Board of Review of said Township will meet in Public Meeting Room “B” of the Delta 
Administration Building 7710 W. Saginaw Hwy. Lansing, MI 48917 on the following:
 Tuesday,  March 3, 2026 8 am 
The Board of Review meets for the purpose of reviewing the 2026 Assessment Roll and 
hearing objections in the Public Meeting Room “B” of the Delta Administration Building 
located at 7710 W. Saginaw Hwy, Lansing, MI 48917 on the following:
 Monday,  March  9, 2025 9 am – 12 pm & 1 pm – 4 pm
 Tuesday,  March 10, 2025 2 pm – 5 pm & 6 pm – 9 pm

Appointments must be scheduled by calling the Assessor’s office at (517) 323-8520.
Questions pertaining to valuation can also be answered prior to the meeting of the Board of 
Review by calling the Assessor’s Office.
 Tentative Assessment Level  Estimated Equalization Multiplier 
 Real Property
 Agricultural  50%  1.00000
 Residential  50%  1.00000
 Commercial  50%  1.00000
 Industrial   50%  1.00000
 Developmental  50%  1.00000
 Personal Property  50%  1.00000
Individuals with disabilities attending Township meetings or hearings and requiring auxiliary 
aids or services should contact Township Manager and ADA Coordinator Brian T. Reed by 
email at manager@deltami.gov or calling (517) 323-8590 to inform him of the date of the 
meeting or hearing that will be attended. Copies of minutes may be purchased or viewed in 
the Clerk's Office from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.

      
  CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA
  MARY R. CLARK, TOWNSHIP CLERK

CP#26-038



By LEO V. KAPLAN
When Ragis “Halatu” Musa plans vacations 

with her friends, her travel brochures are Tik-
Toks.

Especially during a lingering Michigan win-
ter, those short, picturesque videos of influ-
encers around the world showcasing shops, 
restaurants and other “hidden gems” are just 
tailor-made to feed vacation cravings. 

Musa, a Lansing resident since age 3, has long 
wanted to recreate what she saw in those vid-
eos. The dream? She wanted to move to a big 
city and live that fabulous TikTok lifestyle after 
graduating from college in 2019.

That didn’t happen.
First there was the lockdown.
Then, the realization that her family, 

friends and other loved ones were all in 
Lansing.

A travel binge in 2021 showed Musa 
many of the sights she’d been craving 
while being cramped inside. She even 
started making some travel content 
herself. At the end, she came back — but she 
kept making those travel videos. Minus the 
travel.

“Whenever I travel, when I go to look up plac-
es to eat or things to do, I always go on TikTok,” 
she said. “But I’m like, we have none of that in 

Lansing. No one is doing that.”
It was a revelation.
The lack of recognizable influencers showcas-

ing Lansing didn’t mean there was nothing to 
do.

It just meant the interesting spots were hard-
er to find.

They were ready for their spotlight.
And so was Musa.
In late 2021, she focused her tourist’s eye on 

her own home city, making the sorts of videos 
that had always fueled her dreams of moving 
somewhere else. Since early 2025, she’s been 
taking videos more seriously, accumulating 
about 10,000 followers on TikTok (where she 
can be found at @outragis33) and modest but 

loyal followings on other platforms like 
Instagram and Facebook.

“I saw, like, that wasn’t a thing, and I 
was like, why not try it?” she said.

Step behind the camera, to watch 
Musa record and it’s clear how she pulls 
it off.

As she showcased Nubian, an African fash-
ion and cultural shop downtown, she strides in 
with positive expectations: She turns it on and 
is smiling well before she even enters the build-
ing. 
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Job and Internship Fair
2 – 5 p.m.  ·  March 18  ·  Downtown Campus  ·  Register at lcc.edu/fairs

Lansing’s hometown tourist
Halatu Musa showcases city’s ‘hidden gems’

Halatu Musa films content for TikTok at Nubian in downtown Lansing.

Photos by 
Raymond Holt 
for City Pulse



She glides quickly and quietly 
(her iconic “Hey y’all, it’s your girl 
Halatu” will be recorded later, af-

ter editing). She takes videos and 
photos of eye-catching items that 
she always places carefully back.

That energy is a core part of Mu-
sa’s brand, and not just because 
she sometimes uploads positivi-
ty-focused content alongside the 
usual fare. 

•	 “It’s never about the place, it’s 
always about the people. If you 
have good people with you, the 
place doesn’t matter.”

•	 “Whatever you do in life, just 
make sure at the end of the day you 
are happy. Life is way too short for 
stress and unhappiness.”

•	 “If yall ever see me in public 
please say hi!! I get so excited to 
see yall”

•	 “Every day may not be good 
but there is something good in ev-
ery day.” 

— Recent positivity content from 
Musa.

Dreams are to be lived 
and showcased, not reviewed
Musa considers herself a “show-

caser,” not a “reviewer.” 
Her opinions are honest, but she 

sets herself up by always going in 
with the expectation that she’ll en-
joy herself. And usually, she does.

“I feel like there’s beauty in any-
thing, and if you’re going in there 
thinking negative about the store, 
you’re most likely gonna find some-
thing negative,” she said. “So I go in 
there with more of a positive mind-
set to show what is unique and dif-
ferent in these individual stores, 
rather than looking for something 
that I don’t want to see.”

While Musa’s reviews aren’t fully 
glowing — a recent restaurant vid-
eo describes one menu item as “just 
okay,” for instance — they’re always 
somewhat positive, usually begin-
ning with Musa telling audiences 
that the place was highly recom-
mended by locals. 

Those recommendations make 
Musa’s relationship with her au-
dience symbiotic. For every viewer 
who learns about a new spot from 
her videos, another has a new place 
to recommend that she’s never 
heard of before. The comments un-
der her food videos are littered with 

nods of knowing agreement and 
lists of curious recommendations.

“I don’t have a thing that draws me 
somewhere,” she said. “I listen to what 
people tell me. I might post a Mexi-
can restaurant, and then everyone 
else is like, ‘Oh, if you like that one, 
go here.’ So I take recommendations.”

Musa’s videos aren’t her primary 
source of income. In fact, they’re 
not a source of income at all. Asked 
how she profits from her work as an 
influencer, Musa just laughed.

“I don’t,” she said. “I don’t make 
any profit. I’m just doing this for 
fun. It started as a hobby, and now 
people are watching it.”

Many of Musa’s food videos are 
recorded on her lunch, taking a 
break of sorts from her day job in 
event planning. Her visits aren’t 
coordinated with business owners, 
and she spends her own money on 
items. That means the food videos 
couldn’t exist without her spending 
money, but she usually buys at least 
one item wherever she goes, out of a 
desire to support the business.

But even if the whole Lansing-
tourist-as-a-local showcase has yet 
to turn a profit, Musa is glad to 
share her dreams. Not only does 
it help residents and visitors find 
more things to do, it’s helped Musa 
herself realize the city’s business 
scene is a lot bigger and more di-
verse than many lifelong residents 
like her ever bothered to give it 
credit for.

“There’s so many unique shops 
that we’ve never heard of, or that 
are in our city that we’ve never seen,” 
she said. “So I feel like this experi-
ence helped me realize that the city 
is large. There are so many parts of 
the city that I’ve never seen before.”

It’s something Musa finds partic-
ularly important, because “we all 
talk real bad when it comes to Lan-
sing.”

Coming out of the lockdown, she 
said, many locals stopped going out 
often, missing the chance to discov-
er the new restaurants, shops and 
other spots that have opened or re-
opened in recent years. She hears 
people insist there isn’t anything to 
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do in the area.
“I wanted to show beautiful parts 

of Lansing and kind of showcase 
what we have, rather than saying 
that Lansing doesn’t have anything,” 
she said. “Because we do have a lot.”

That doesn’t just mean business-
es. Musa’s desire to try (and docu-
ment) all the city has to offer has, 
in recent memory, led her to attend 
an MSU hockey game, compete in 
Quality Dairy’s yearly pączki eating 
contest (she was credited with two, 
said she only finished one in five 

minutes, but still enjoyed herself ) 
and be a guest on a podcast host-
ed at recording studio Crack House 
Studios.

To those people who say Lansing 
doesn’t have anything to do, Musa 
recommends getting out there the 
way she did.

For those in need of ideas, her 
videos are a good start.

“Get out there and explore,” she 
said. “I feel like after COVID, a lot 
of us kind of got used to staying at 
home, doordashing, or like not re-
ally going out there. So I would say 
to go out there and explore. Like, 
the place is big and it’s beautiful. 
And it’s just waiting on us to go and 
see it.”
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Eagle Township, Clinton County
Board Meeting Synopsis

February 17, 2026, at 6:00 pm -   Present: Supervisor Stroud, Clerk Briggs-Dudley, 
Treasurer C. Hoppes, Trustee M. Hoppes, Trustee Currie, and 6 citizens.    
Board Actions:

1) Approved an update to the complaint form on the township website.
2) Approved payment of February 2026 bills.
3) Adopted Resolution 02-17-2026-05 to update the IZO to allow moratoriums.
4) Adopted Resolution 02-17-2026-06 to impose a moratorium on data centers to

allow the Planning Commission time to study data centers and update to the 
zoning ordinance.

5) Award a bid to replace the kitchen flooring at the township hall.
6) Adopted salary resolutions for the Supervisor, Clerk, Treasurer, and Trustees

with no increase for fiscal year 2026-2027. 
7) Approved budget policy updates to the Board Policy. 

A complete copy of the minutes is available by contacting Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Clerk.
Next regular meeting of the Eagle Township Board is March 17, 2026, at 6 pm at Eagle 
Township Hall, 14318 Michigan St, Eagle, MI.  See www.eagletownshipmi.gov for latest 
updates.

Prepared by:    Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Eagle Township Clerk  
Approved by: Troy Stroud, Eagle Township Supervisor

CP#26-065

Abandoned vehicle auction will be held 3/6/26 @12pm located at PJ's 2200 Olds Ave 
Lansing MI 48915 NO PHONE CALLS

2005 Suzuki Boulevard S50   JS1VS52A952102387
2013 GMC Sierra 1500   3GTP2VE71DG369155

2002 GMC Envoy   1GKDT13S422270419
1994 Mercedes S Class   WDBGA51EXRA165675

2015 Chevy Equinox   2GNFLGE33F6279061
2015 Jeep Patriot   1C4NJPBB0FD116004

2003 Cadillac Escalade   1GYEK63NX3R251693
Single Car Trailer   NO VIN

2013 Chrysler 300   2C3CCABG4DH553163
 2014 Jeep Cherokee   1C4RJFCMXEC492743

2005 Yamaha XVS 1100   JYAVP11E15A066345
2011 Ford Fusion   3FAHP0HG0BR336501
2007 GMC Envoy   1GKET63M872253536
2017 GMC Terrain   2GKFLSEK6H6185718

2012 Dodge Journey   3C4PDDFG1CT166503

CP#26-066

State of Michigan Probate Court, County of Eaton, Publication of Notice of Hearing, File #’s 
26-60952-GA and 26-60953-GA. In the matter of Cheryl A Potter: To all interested persons, 
including Diane Jenkins, whose address(es) is/are unknown and whose interest in the matter 
may be barred or affected by the following: Take Notice: A hearing will be held on April 1, 
2026 at Eaton County Probate Court, before Judge Amanda Pollard, P75272, for the 
following purpose: Uncontested hearing-Petition for appointment of Guardian and 
Conservator. Date: 2/19/2026. Petitioner: Heather Townsend, 1050 Independence Blvd., 
Charlotte, MI 48813, 517-231-3866. 

CP#26-064

Mid-Michigan Leadership Academy

Mid-Michigan Leadership Academy, a Tuition-Free Public-School Academy, announces its 
Open Enrollment period for the 2026-27 school year for grades K-8.  Applications may be 
picked up at the school, 730 West Maple St. Lansing, MI 48906, (517)485-5379, during the 
Open Enrollment period March 1, 2026 through March 31, 2026:  Mon - Fri from 8:00am – 
3:30pm, Monday 3/9/26 8am- 6pm and Saturday 3/7/26 8am-12pm If enrollment 
applications exceed the number of available spaces, a random selection drawing will be 
held at Mid-Michigan Leadership Academy on 4/17/26 at 4pm.

 CP#26-067

CITY OF EAST LANSING SUMMARY
OF ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1557

On January 6, 2026, the East Lansing City Council adopted an Ordinance of the City of East 
Lansing, Michigan, to amend Chapter 49, “Wetlands,” of city code to amend findings and 
purpose, amend the definition of “remove,” to add to “activities requiring a wetland use 
permit,” to amend application requirements for a wetland use permit, to update review 
standards for wetland use permits, to update the wetland mitigation performance standards 
and to update references to the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and 
Energy.
Effective date:  Pursuant to Charter Section 6.3,Upon publication
Notice:  The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City
  Clerk’s Office, 1st Floor, City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East
  Lansing, Michigan.
Emily Gordon,
East Lansing City Clerk

CP#26-062

Williamstown Township
2026 March Board of Review Notice

Tuesday, March 3, 2026 at 11:00 am (Organizational Meeting)
The Williamstown Township Board of Review for 2026 will be hearing assessment appeals 
at the Williamstown Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Rd, Williamston, MI on the following dates 
by appointment:

Monday, March 9, 2026 
9:00 am—12:00 pm, 1:00—4:00 pm, & 6:00—9:00 pm (Assessment Appeals)

Tuesday, March 10, 2026
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm (Assessment Appeals)

Contact Jeanne Caselli at 655-3193 for an appointment.
Residents unable to attend may protest by letter, provided protest letter is received at the 
Williamstown Township office by 4:00 pm Tuesday, March 10, 2026.
Board of Review Members: Brian Johnston-Chairperson, Gerald Eidt, Mike Rice, and Lisa 
Fletcher, alternate

Williamstown TWP Tentative Ratios 2026
Agriculture             Commercial     Industrial           Residential

48.67              50.44         49.46                       47.88

The Williamstown Township Board of Review will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary 
aids and services to individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon five a (5) day notice to 
the Williamstown Township Board of Review. Individuals requiring these services should 
contact the Township Clerk at (517) 655-3193 or clerk@williamstowntownship.com to 
request assistance.
Robin A. Cleveland, MiPMC
Clerk, Williamstown Township
clerk@williamstowntownship.com

CP#26-034
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Now more than ever...
Mail checks to City Pulse, 1905 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912

To contribute by credit card, please go to 
www.lansingcitypulse.org/support-us/

or call (517) 999-6704

Live & Local
The Avenue
2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Hattie & Blue Medicine + School of Rock Adult Band 
spring show
Sunday, March 1, 7 p.m.

BrickHaven Brewing Co.
200 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge
Radio Flyer
Fri., Feb. 27, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
The Dangling Participles
Sat., Feb. 28, 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Chengdu Teahouse
100 E. César E. Chávez Ave., Lansing
Jeff Boog & Friends
Fri., Feb. 27, 5:30-7 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 Old U.S. 27, Lansing
Showdown
Fri., Feb. 27, 8 p.m.-midnight
Showdown
Sat., Feb. 28, 8 p.m.-midnight

Dublin Square
327 Abbot Road, East Lansing 
Ben Awrey
Wed., Feb. 25, 9 p.m.
Moth Duster
Thurs., Feb. 26, 9 p.m.

EagleMonk Pub and Brewery
4906 W. Mount Hope Hwy., Lansing
Bart Moore and the Hot Boyz
Wed., Feb. 25, 7-9 p.m.
Songwriters’ night, with Cody Wilson
Wed., March 4, 7-9 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Bill Hunt
Fri., Feb. 27, 6-9 p.m.
Helena Lost
Sat., Feb. 28, 6-9 p.m.

The Green Door
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Wavelength
Wed., Feb. 25, 8 p.m.-1 a.m.
Capital Soirée, The Maples
Fri., Feb. 27, doors 7 p.m., show 8 p.m.
Austin Meade, Goodbye June, Ace Monroe
Sat., Feb. 28, doors 6:30 p.m., show 7:30 p.m.
Wavelength
Wed., March 4, 8 p.m.-1 a.m.

Grewal Hall
224 S. Washington Square, Lansing
Matteo Mancuso
Thurs., Feb. 26, 7 p.m.
A Night Under Covers (tribute show)
Sat., Feb. 28, 5 p.m.

Horrocks Farm Market
7420 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing
Jacob McLeod
Wed., Feb. 25, 5-8 p.m.
Deadly String Band
Thurs., Feb. 26, 5-8 p.m.
Crooked Root
Fri., Feb. 27, 5-8 p.m.
Lexi Blue
Sat., Feb. 28, 5-8 p.m.
John Beltran
Sun., March 1, 1-5 p.m.

The Irish Pub
1910 W. Saginaw St., Lansing
CABS blues night, with Gina Garner & the All Night 
Long Band
Wed., Feb. 25, 7-10 p.m.
Black Barn Band
Sat., Feb. 28, 8 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Co.
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Main Street Dueling Pianos
Fri, Feb. 27, 7:30-10:30

Lansing Shuffle
325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing
Afro Rave
Sat., Feb. 28, 9 p.m.

Mac’s Bar
2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Grupo Monte, DJ Isma
Sat., Feb. 28, 10 p.m.-2 a.m.
Unity — In Music
Thurs., Feb. 26, 9 p.m.-2 a.m.
Tues., March 3, 10 p.m.-2 a.m.

MacDonald Middle School
1601 Burcham Drive, East Lansing
Mason Orchestral Society mid-winter concert
Sat., Feb. 28, 7-9 p.m.

Mash Bar
212 Albert Ave., East Lansing
JP & the Energy
Fri., Feb. 27, 9:30 p.m.

Moriarty’s Pub
802 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Open mic night, with Jen Sygit
Wed., Feb. 25, 8-11 p.m.
Blues jam
Thurs., Feb. 26, 9 p.m.-midnight
Dead Honey Collective
Fri., Feb. 27, 8 p.m.-midnight
Spoonful
Sat., Feb. 28, 8 p.m.-midnight
Jazz Tuesdays
Tues., March 3, 7-10 p.m. 
Open mic night, with Jen Sygit
Wed., March 4, 8-11 p.m.

MSU College of Music
Concert Band & Campus Band
Wed., Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m.
Wharton Center, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
Concert Orchestra: Spotlight and Spirit
Thurs., Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m.
Wharton Center

Nico’s Pub and Grill
117 S. Bridge St., Dimondale
Spellbound
Fri., Feb. 27, 7:30-11:30 p.m.

Okemos High School
2800 Jolly Road, Okemos
Red Cedar Festival of Community Bands
Sat., Feb. 28, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Old Town General Store
408 E. César E. Chávez Ave., Lansing
Greg Klyma
Thurs., Feb. 26, 7 p.m.

One North Kitchen & Bar
5001 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing
Mike Skory
Thurs., Feb. 26, 6-9 p.m.
Justin Holcomb
Fri., Feb. 27, 7-10 p.m.
Cal Moultine
Sat., Feb. 28, 7-10 p.m.
Open mic, with Kathy Ford
Mon., March 2, 6:30-9 p.m.

The Peanut Barrel
521 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing
CJ Lowe
Fri., Feb. 27, 8-10 p.m.

Red Cedar Spirits
2000 Merritt Road, East Lansing
B3 Music Group
Fri., Feb. 27, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Randy Napoleon Trio
Sun., March 1, 6-9 p.m.

Reno’s North
16460 Old U.S. 27, Lansing
The Polaroids
Fri., Feb. 27, 6-10 p.m.
The Polaroids
Sat., Feb. 28, 6-10 p.m.

The Robin Theatre
1105 S. Washington Ave., Lansing
LSO at The Robin (string quartet)
Thurs., Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m.

Sholty’s Bar
1819 S. Washington Ave., Lansing
Frog & Koop
Tues., March 3, 6-9 p.m.

Sidebar
246 E. Saginaw St., East Lansing
Joel Jacobs
Fri., Feb. 27, 7-10 p.m.
Jeremy Kratky
Sat., Feb. 28, 7-10 p.m.

Sir Pizza Grand Cafe 
201 E. César E. Chávez Ave., Lansing
Sassiety
Fri., Feb. 27, 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Stober’s Bar
812 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Chicago Muzik 
Sun., March 1, 10 p.m.-1 a.m.
Spoonful
Tues., March 3, 10 p.m.-1 a.m.

Summerlands Brewing Co.
1957 Cedar St., Holt
The Shellouts
Fri., Feb. 27, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Rush Clement
Sat., Feb. 28, 8-11 p.m.

University Lutheran Church
1020 S. Harrison Road, East Lansing
Jerron Paxton and Dennis Lichtman (Ten Pound 
Fiddle)
Fri., Feb. 27, 7:30-10 p.m.

UrbanBeat
1213 Turner St., Lansing
Lansing Live! open mic
Wed., Feb. 25, 6-9 p.m.
Generator
Thurs., Feb. 26, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Urban Suite Jazz Series: Phil Denny
Fri., Feb. 27, 8-11 p.m.
Salsa Verde 
Sat., Feb. 28, 8:30 p.m.-1 a.m.

The Watershed Tavern & Grill
5965 Marsh Road, Haslett
We’re Mike & Steve
Thurs., Feb. 26, 7-11 p.m.

Williamston Roadhouse
3700 E. Grand River Road, Williamston
Rollin Brummette
Wed., Feb. 25, 7-10 p.m.
Red Tag Squirrel
Sat., Feb. 28, 7-11 p.m.
Peggy Nusz
Wed., March 4, 7-10 p.m.
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
One man’s music walks the earth. The 

other man’s music floats above it. One 
plucks rhythm and soul from strings 
and wood. The other makes machines 
cry.

Jazz bassist Rodney Whitaker and 
techno pioneer Carl Craig inhabit dif-
ferent musical worlds, but they found 
plenty of common ground Thursday 
(Feb. 19) at the MSU Museum.

The discussion, a rare meeting of two 
internationally recognized musical gi-
ants, was the first public event of Craig’s 
January-through-April residency at 
MSU. Future events include a screen-
ing of “Desire: The Carl Craig Story” 
at the Capital City Film Festival and a 
mind-bending multimedia collabora-
tion between Craig and MSU’s Facility 
for Rare Isotope Beams this fall.

Whitaker, director of jazz studies at 
MSU, couldn’t resist the chance to stroll 
over from the nearby Music Building 
and compare notes with a fellow legend. 

The title of the talk, “Made in De-
troit,” mapped out their common 
ground. Both artists grew up in the rich 
musical landscape of 1980s Detroit and 
would eventually shape that landscape 
in countless ways.

For both men, it’s mind and soul that 
drive the music. The hardware is sec-
ondary.

“The thing about techno that’s im-
portant to understand is that it’s not 
about using certain drum machines, 
certain synthesizers, the combination of 
those things,” Craig told MSU Museum 
curator Julian Chambliss in an April 
interview. “It’s about the mentality, the 
emotion that comes from it.”

Craig’s music melts the jagged edg-
es of reality — including the blighted 
cityscapes he and Whitaker witnessed 
in Detroit as youth — into a pristine 
paradox of purple and pink, sorrow and 
hope, dusk and dawn.

“I felt the music I was making was 
my contribution to beautifying the city,” 
Craig said at Thursday’s event.

“There you go,” Whitaker agreed. 
“We both remember when the drugs 
came through the city. It devastated my 
neighborhood. We have to talk about 
that part. It put us in survival mode. De-

troit people can survive anything. And 
the music was spiritual to us. It trans-
ported us to other places, and it made 
us dream.”

Craig grew up on the west side, Whita-
ker on the east side, but they were both 
enthralled by the music bursting from 
Detroit radio. A legendary Detroit DJ, 
The Electrifying Mojo, lived up to his 
name by blasting plugged-in funk, 
R&B and pop artists like Prince, Parlia-
ment-Funkadelic, the B-52s and Kraft-
werk across lower Michigan in the 1980s, 
sending electrified vibes into the air. 

Craig started out on acoustic instru-
ments, but in 1982, he plugged in and 
never looked back.

“Once I got my hands on a synthesiz-
er, it was all over,” he said. 

It’s not surprising that Whitaker lis-
tened to jazz station WJZZ and DJ Ed 
Love’s jazz program on WDET. It was 
more of a revelation to learn that jazz is 
at the root of Craig’s music as well.

“I listened to WJZZ constantly. It was 
part of my being,” Craig said. 

Both men expressed amazement at 
the abundance of great teachers, men-
tors and musicians who called Detroit 
home when they were growing up, from 

jazz to Motown, funk, hip-hop, techno 
and more.

“Growing up in Detroit was like a 
kid that’s born into a gold mine,” Craig 
said. “You take it for granted because it’s 
around you all the time.”

“We knew at a young age that Detroit 
was connected to musical excellence,” 
Whitaker said. “We were surrounded by 
people who changed the world.”

Detroit drummer, composer and 
bandleader Francisco Mora, a visiting 
professor at MSU in the 1990s, was 
a key influence on Craig’s distinctive, 
jazz-rooted brand of techno and played 
on Craig’s 1999 jazz-electronica album, 
“Programmed,” released under the alias 
Innerzone Orchestra.

Craig, Whitaker and Mora have re-
corded together, most notably on the 
irresistible “Bug in the Bass Bin” (also 
released under the Innerzone Orchestra 
moniker), a killer groove that oscillates 
with so much subatomic energy you 
wonder why Craig would bother with 
the FRIB.

In the jazz version of the track, avail-
able on YouTube, the acoustic and elec-
tric threads are so tightly wound you 
can’t even call it crossover music. How 

can you cross over when there is no gap?
“Francisco and Rodney sound like 

they’re both dancing around the orig-
inal structure of it, and that makes it 
even more special,” Craig said. “Rodney 
killed it. He always does.”

“Collaborating with you felt like jazz,” 
Whitaker said.

It’s one thing to talk about break-
ing boundaries, but Craig was clearly 
pleased that he and Whitaker created 
something new together.

“I come from a background of pro-
gramming synthesizers and drum ma-
chines and stuff,” Craig said. “I have 
some musical knowledge, but I’m not 
trying to play structured tunes, and 
you guys come from being able to play 
avant-garde, even. We just came togeth-
er and made something phenomenal.” 
“We’ve got to do it again,” Whitaker said, 
to a burst of applause from the audi-
ence.

Craig lamented that many people 
think of DJs as party and wedding hosts 
and don’t appreciate the deep artistry 
involved.

“Some of those guys are like John Col-
trane,” Craig said. “It’s another level of 
an art form I can’t do in that way, but I 
have my own version of it that’s less per-
formative and more meditative.”

Whitaker shared Craig’s high re-
gard for virtuosic DJs of the 1980s, like 
Chuck D and Grandmaster Flash.

“I’ve never known anyone who knew 
more about every kind of music than 
Chuck D,” Whitaker said. “He grew up 
in the Bronx, similar to us in Detroit, 
where he had mentors who listened to 
jazz, R&B and all these different things. 
He wanted to be a musician, and there 
was no music in the schools, so he start-
ed working with turntables. It’s the 
same story in all these communities.” 
Whitaker recalled that when he worked 
with other DJs, he felt like he was doing 
“their thing,” but working with Craig felt 
like a true collaboration.

“Carl is always open to trying things,” 
Whitaker said, turning to his colleague. 
“I think it’s because you grew up in De-
troit. We didn’t think of jazz as bebop, 
avant-garde, whatever. We just played 
jazz. It was a color. It encompassed all 
these things.”
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

‘Born into a gold mine’
Carl Craig, Rodney Whitaker share memories of Detroit at MSU Museum

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

Techno music pioneer Carl Craig (left) and MSU jazz studies director Rodney 
Whitaker looked back on their upbringings in Detroit in a joint discussion Thursday 
(Feb. 19) at the MSU Museum.
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By MARY CUSACK
Twists of fate are a common ele-

ment in fairy tales, and in an inter-
esting twist of fate, two local 
theaters are currently pro-
ducing very different shows 
based on such tales. Both 
highlight the dark nature of 
classic folklore, one poking 
fun at familiar tropes and 
the other reminding 
us why these stories 
are the stuff of night-
mares.

Lansing Commu-
nity College’s theater 
program is offering 
up the family-friend-
ly farce “The Brothers 
Grimm Spectacula-
thon,” a satirical piece 
that combines all 
the Brothers Grimm 
fairy tales into one 
fast-moving theat-
rical extravaganza. 
Meanwhile, Ixion En-
semble Theatre is tak-
ing things in a more 
adult-oriented direc-
tion with “The Pil-
lowman,” an intense 
drama about a writer 
whose frightful fairy 

tales start to come true.
The Brothers Grimm collected 

and published fairy and folk tales 
that were often quite, well, grim. 

“The Brothers Grimm Spec-
taculathon” remains true to 
the original tales, highlight-
ing the bizarre nature of plot 
devices such as characters 
making deals with supernatu-

ral entities and witches 
eating children. The 
play also focuses on 
the ridiculously unfair 
fates that many of the 
characters suffer. Yet 
as dark as that might 
sound, the show is a 
hilarious romp for au-
diences of all ages.

Don Zolidis’ clever 
script is goofy enough 
to keep children en-
gaged while entertain-
ing adults with refer-
ences to Monty Python 
and the Disneyfication 
of the source materi-
al. Another rewarding 
bit for parents is the 
portrayal of Rapunzel 
(Denisse Huguez) as a 
moody, resentful teen. 
Huguez is perfect as 

the petulant brat, stomping her feet 
and screaming at her oblivious par-
ents (Rachael Ngasala and Avery 
Martin).

A significant portion of the play is 
spent recreating the story of Hansel 
(Zander Pearce) and Gretel (Amirah 
Abaalkhail) as the first horror film, 
with full audience participation. 
Abaalkhail exhibits her versatility 
in multiple roles but really shines 
as she takes on all the characters in 
“Cinderella” in an exhausting tour 
de force.

“The Brothers Grimm Spectac-
ulathon” runs a lean 70 minutes, 
a perfect length for a high-energy 
show that keeps the whole audience 
engaged. With the added benefit 
of free admission and free parking, 
this is a great show to introduce 
children to live theater. 

In contrast, Ixion’s “The Pillow-
man” is most definitely for mature 
audiences only. Katurian (Heath 
Sartorius), a contemporary writ-
er of fairy tales, has been arrested 
because several children have been 
murdered in ways that mimic his 
stories. The plot takes place in a 
totalitarian society where the po-
lice serve as investigators, judges 
and executioners. Katurian has two 
hours to prove his innocence or die. 

The officers, Tupolski (Jeff Ken-
nedy) and Ariel (Brian Farnham), 
play good cop-bad cop as they try 
to threaten, cajole and beat a con-
fession out of Katurian. At first, the 
plot seems to be an indictment of 
authoritarian suppression of free 
speech, but the story takes a turn 
when it’s revealed that they have 
also arrested Katurian’s brother, 
Michal (Sam Johnson). 

Katurian is protective of Michal, 
who has some unspecified spe-
cial needs. Act two focuses on the 
brothers’ childhood and relation-
ship. As played by Johnson, Michal 

is an enigma. He doesn’t seem to 
have any specific disability, but he’s 
clearly damaged. Johnson brings a 
unique, unsettling physicality to the 
role. He’s disaffected, emotionally 
remote and darkly self-centered, 
the product of a very dysfunctional 
childhood. 

To say much more about the plot 
would spoil its stunning reveals, but 
one additional element can be men-
tioned: Katurian narrates several of 
his fairy tales throughout the show, 
and Sartorius is mesmerizing as he 
unspools them. In one story, “The 
Little Jesus,” Neysa Nohara por-
trays a young girl who believes she’s 
Christ reborn and is forced by her 
adoptive parents (Edric Haleen and 
Liv Challa) to replicate the Passion 
of Christ. It’s a harrowing scene due 
to Little Jesus’ commitment to her 
belief.

“The Pillowman” runs two and a 
half hours, but it doesn’t feel long. 
The three-act structure and the way 
playwright Martin McDonagh re-
veals the plot twists create a com-
pelling pacing. In addition, the 
fairy tales built into the play are 
haunting, sometimes horrifying. 
Sartorius is well cast as a seemingly 
innocuous creative type whose art 
comes from a very deep, dark past. 

Revisiting the Brothers Grimm’s 
works at LCC before seeing “The 
Pillowman” at Ixion will provide 
an interesting juxtaposition for 
adult audiences. Children can stay 
innocent a little longer and enjoy 
the ridiculous nature of fairy tales 
without being fully exposed to their 
darkness at the “Spectaculathon.” 

Review

‘Brothers Grimm’ and ‘Pillowman’ are an interesting juxtaposition

“The Brothers 
Grimm 
Spectaculathon”
7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
27-Saturday, Feb. 28
LCC black box theater
411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing
(517) 483-1122
lcc.edu/showinfo

“The Pillowman”
Friday, Feb. 27-Sunday, 
March 1
7 p.m. Friday-Saturday
3 p.m. Sunday
Stage One at Sycamore 
Creek Eastwood
2200 Lake Lansing Road, 
Lansing
(517) 775-4246
facebook.com/
IxionEnsemble

Photo by Kevin Fowler

Amirah Abaalkhail (right) as Gretel 
and Zander Pierce as Hansel in LCC’s 
production of “The Brothers Grimm 
Spectaculathon,” by Don Zolidis.

Photo by Ixion Ensemble

From left: Brian Farnham as Ariel, Heath 
Sartorius as Katurian and Jeff Kennedy 
as Tupolski in Ixion Ensemble Theatre’s 
production of “The Pillowman,” by Martin 
McDonagh.

SAVE $250 ON ALL TOURS! 
MORE THAN 50 GUIDED TOURS AVAILABLE

TM

CALL US: 1-877-316-0333
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees. Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with transfers available for most major gateways.

Experience a� ordable, social, and stress-free travel designed for mature travelers. Our guided tours include accommodations, transportation, 
baggage handling, sightseeing, entrance fees, a professional Tour Director, and select meals. Just one call and your dream vacation is ready!

Safe, Guided Tours ⋅ A� ordable Experiences ⋅ A World of Connections ⋅ 50+ Years of Experience

Historic Route 66
– 100th Anniversary

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour

16 DAYS STARTING AT $4,099 $3,849*
BASED ON APR 18, 2026 DEPARTURE

12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*
BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

• Visit must-see sights like the historic starting point of Route 66 in 
Chicago, the famous Cadillac Ranch in Amarillo, and the “End of the 
Trail” sign in Santa Monica

• Explore natural wonders of the Grand Canyon, Petrifi ed Forest National 
Park, and the Painted Desert

• Discover Seligman, known as the “historic birthplace of Route 66,” and 
visit the vibrant Hotel El Rancho in Gallup, where Golden Age movie 
stars once stayed

• Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park

• Visit Alaska’s most famous locals at the Alaska Wildlife Conservation 
Center

• Cruise past the glaciers of Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National 
Park

• Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

MUST BOOK BY 3/12 MUST BOOK BY 3/31

Greece, Italy, and the 
Adriatic Cruise Tour Best of Ireland

14 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,679 $3,429*
BASED ON SEP 10, 2026 DEPARTURE

12 DAYS STARTING AT $2,999 $2,749*
BASED ON JUL 9, 2026 DEPARTURE

• Enjoy guided sightseeing tours of Athens, Rome and Florence

• 7 night cruise aboard Norwegian Pearl

• Discover the famous Acropolis

• Spend a day strolling the picture-perfect streets of Santorini

• Visit the birthplace of the Olympic Games at Olympia

• Visit Waterford and the Waterford Crystal factory

• Kiss the Blarney Stone and acquire the “gift of the gab” at Blarney Castle

• Guided sightseeing tour of Dublin

• Take one of Europe’s most famous drives, the Ring of Kerry

• See the incredible Cli� s of Moher and Giant’s Causeway

MUST BOOK BY 3/31 MUST BOOK BY 3/31
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By MARK GMAZEL
From the moment one first sets 

foot in the venue, it’s evident that 
the Lebowsky Center for Perform-
ing Arts’ production of Disney’s 
“Frozen” is going to deliver on 
all hopes and expectations. 

There are plenty of pre-
show activities to peruse and 
ample restaurants and tav-
erns downtown. Parking is 
close by and plentiful. The 
charming facility is 
large enough to ac-
commodate substan-
tial crowds, the staff 
is knowledgeable and 
courteous, and the 
concessions are rea-
sonably priced.  

The show itself 
features a spectac-
ular array of lights, 
sound, projections, 
music, voices, cos-
tumes, props and scenic elements 
that combine in such a way that 
you feel like you’re actually in the 
world of Arendelle. The technolo-
gy used in this production is truly 
cutting edge, and I look forward to 
seeing future shows presented with 
the polish, modernity and skill I 
witnessed Friday night (Feb. 20).  
Like most events at Lebowsky, this 
production is community theater 
elevated to the highest level.

No effort by the crew is wasted as 
the talented, trained and polished 
ensemble makes it clear from the 
opening number on that they’re 
ready to meet the challenge of per-
forming this difficult musical score. 
You’ll hear Michigan State Univer-
sity grads Leah Collins and Joe Gill 
(Pabbie), MSU music student Gavin 
Fedewa and DeWitt High School 
graduate Juliana Carey shine in 

their moments in the chorus, while 
East Lansing MacDonald Middle 
School student Nelly Aste is direct, 
clear and charmingly confident in 
her turn as young Elsa.

Jake Przybyla (Hans), also 
the show’s voice director, has 
excellent acting chops and a 
voice that is sweet yet pow-
erful.  I was quite impressed 
with the athleticism of Zae 
Clark (Sven), who is animated 

and funny while per-
forming in a push-up 
position demanded by 
his intricate costume. 
Matt Apostle (Oaken) 
takes his moment and 
runs with it, delighting 
the audience. And Josh 
Holliday strikes the 
right balance between 
acting and puppeteer-
ing in his role as the 
beloved snowman Olaf.

Jazlyn Dingfelder (Anna) brings 
warmth and openness to her per-
formance, along with a beautiful 
voice. Her sensitivity and kindness 
are major assets to this role, allow-

ing viewers to really experience the 
confusion and compassion she feels 
towards her sister. 

All the performances are mem-
orable, but the star of the show is 
MSU grad Madison LeMieux (Elsa). 
She is purely transcendent singing 
“Let It Go,” one of the most techni-
cally difficult songs in the musical 
theater canon, infusing every octave 
with power, control and accuracy. 
No fan of “Frozen” can walk away 
from her assured interpretation 
wanting anything more than what 
she delivers. A true powerhouse of 
a performer, she is sure to inspire 
the next generation of actors and 
fans who filled the auditorium with 
delighted cheers, laughter and ap-
plause.

DATE: 

TIME: 

LOCATION: 

STATE OF MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Notice of Drainage Board Meeting
For Determination of Practicability

DARLING AND CHRISTIE INTERCOUNTY DRAIN 
(Jackson and Ingham Counties)

March 10, 2026

10:00 am

Tompkins Township Hall
9999 Tompkins Rd. Rives Junction, MI 49277

The Darling and Christie Intercounty Drain Drainage Board will meet at the above date, time 
and location to consider the petition, dated January 28, 2026, for maintenance and 
improvement of an intercounty drain, located in Tompkins Township in Jackson County and 
Onondaga Township in Ingham County, pursuant to Chapter 8 of Public Act 40 of 1956, as 
amended, to determine the sufficiency of signatures on said petition, to go over the route of 
the intercounty drain, and to further determine whether the maintenance and 
improvement of the intercounty drain is practicable.

Proceedings conducted at this public meeting will be subject to the provisions of 
the Michigan Open Meetings Act.  Public comment will be received at the meeting from 
anyone owning lands liable to an assessment, or whose lands will be crossed by the 
drain, or any municipality affected.  Written comments may be submitted prior to the 
meeting, or additional information may be obtained from the following offices:

Geoffrey Snyder
Jackson County Drain Commissioner
120 W. Michigan Ave.
Jackson, Michigan 49201
517-788-4398

Patrick E. Lindemann
Ingham County Drain Commissioner
707 Buhl
Mason, Michigan 48854-0220
517-676-8395

Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in the 
meeting should contact the Drain Commissioner of their County at the number listed 
above or through the Michigan Relay Center at 7-1-1 (TDD) at least 24 hours in 
advance of the meeting to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance.

Dated: February 17, 2026

Joseph P Brezvai, Deputy
For Dr. Tim Boring, Director 
Michigan Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development CP#26-057 

Review

Lebowsky’s ‘Frozen’ is community theater at the highest level

“Frozen”
Through March 8
7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday
2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday
Lebowsky Center for 
Performing Arts
122 E. Main St., Owosso
(989) 723-4003
lebowskycenter.com

Photo by The Mattesons Photography

Madison LeMieux as Elsa in the Lebowsky 
Center for Performing Arts’ production 
of Disney’s “Frozen.”

ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): In woodworking, “spalting” 
occurs when fungi colonize wood, creating dark 
lines and patterns that make the wood more 
valuable, not less. The decay creates beauty as 
long as it isn’t allowed to progress too far. Here’s 
the metaphorical moral of the story for you, Aries: 
What feels like a deteriorating situation might 
actually be spalting, Aries. Are you experiencing 
the breakdown of a routine, a certainty, or a plan? 
It could be creating a pattern that makes your 
story even more interesting and heroic. So keep 
in mind that an apparent decomposition may be 
transforming ordinary into extraordinary beauty. 
My advice is to play along with the spalting.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): I suspect you will soon 
be invited to explore novel feelings and unfamiliar 
states of awareness. As you wander in the 
psychological frontiers, you might experience 
mysterious phenomena like the following. 1. An 
overflow of reverence and awe. 2. Blissful surprise 
in the face of the sublime. 3. Sudden glimmers of 
eternity in fleeting moments. 4. A soft, golden 
resonance that arises when you hear arousing 
truths. 5. Amazingly useful questions that could 
tantalize and feed your imagination for months and 
even years to come.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): If I were your mentor, I’d 
lead you up an ascending trail to a high peak where 
your vision is clear and vast. If I were your leader, 
I’d give you a medal for all the ways you’ve been 
brave when no one was looking, then send you 
on an all-expenses-paid sabbatical to a beautiful 
sanctuary to rest and remember yourself. If I were 
your therapist, I’d guide you through a 90-minute 
meditation on your entire life story up until now. 
But since I’m just your companion for this brief 
oracle, I will instead advise you to slip out of any 
silken snares of comfort that dull your spirit, cast 
off perks and privileges that keep you small, and 
commune with influences that remind you of how 
deeply you treasure being alive.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Biologist Barbara 
McClintock won the Nobel Prize by developing 
what she called “a feeling for the organism.” She 
cultivated an intimate, almost empathic relationship 
with the corn plants she studied. She didn’t impose 
theories on her subjects. She listened to them 
until she could sense their hidden patterns from 
the inside. When you’re not lost in self-protection, 
you Cancerians excel at this quality of attention. 
Here’s what I see as your task in the coming weeks: 
Transfer your empathic genius away from people 
who drain you and toward projects, places, or 
problems that deserve your devotion and give you 
blessings in return.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Sufi writers describe 
heartbreak, grief, and longing as portals through 
which divine love enters. They say that a highly 
defended ego and a hardened heart can’t engage 
with such profound and potent love. In this view, 
suffering that makes the heart ache strips away 
illusions and fixations, allowing greater receptivity, 
humility, and tenderness toward all beings. I’m 
not expecting you to get blasted by an influx of 
poignancy in the near future, Leo, but I’m very 
sure you have experienced such blasts in the past. 
And now is an excellent time to process those old 
breakthroughs disguised as breakdowns. You are 
likely to finally be able to harvest the full power they 
offered you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In traditional Balinese 
culture, Tri Hita Karana is a concept that means 
there are three causes of well-being: harmony 
with God, harmony with people, and harmony with 
nature. When one is out of balance, all suffer. I’m 
wondering if you would benefit from meditating 
on this theme now, Virgo. Have you been focused 
on one dimension at the expense of the others? 
Are you, perhaps, spiritually nourished but 
socially isolated? Or maybe you’re maintaining 
relationships but ignoring your body’s connection 
to the earth? Here’s your assignment: Do a Tri Hita 
Karana audit. Which harmony is most neglected? 
Add to your altar, call a friend, or go walk in the 

great outdoors—whichever one you’ve been 
shortchanging.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You are a diplomat in the 
struggle between beauty and inelegance. Your 
aptitude for creating harmony is a great asset that 
others might underestimate or miss completely. 
I hope you will always trust your hunger for 
classiness even if others dismiss it as superficial. 
One of your key reasons for being here on earth is 
to keep insisting on loveliness in a world too quick 
to settle for ugliness. These qualities of yours are 
especially needed right now. Please be gracefully 
insistent on expressing them wherever you go.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): The bad news: You 
underestimate how much joy and pleasure you 
deserve—and how much you’re capable of 
experiencing. This artificially low expectation has 
sometimes cheated you out of your rightful share 
of bliss and fulfillment. The good news: Life is now 
ready to conspire with you to raise your happiness 
levels. I hope you will cooperate eagerly. The more 
intensely you insist on feeling good, the more 
cosmic assistance you will garner. Here’s a smart 
way to launch this holy campaign: Renounce a 
certain lackluster thrill that diverts you from more 
lavish excitements.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): In classical music, a 
“rest” isn’t the absence of music. It’s a specific 
notation that creates space, tension, and meaning. 
The silence is as much a part of the composition as 
the sound. I suggest you think of your current pause 
this way, Sagittarius. You’re not waiting for your 
real life to resume. You’re in a rest, and the rest is 
an essential part of the process you’re following. 
It’s creating the conditions for what comes next. 
So instead of anxiously filling every moment with 
productivity or distraction, try honoring the pause. 
Be deliberately quiet. Let the silence accumulate. 
When the next movement begins, you’ll understand 
exactly why the rest was necessary.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Interesting temptations 
are wandering into your orbit. You may be surprised 
to find yourself drawn toward entertaining gambles 
and tricky adventures. How should you respond? 
Should you say “Yes! Now! I’m ready!”? Or is open-
minded caution a wiser approach? Conditions 
are too slippery for me to arrive at definitive 
conclusions. What I can tell you is this: Merely 
considering and ruminating on these invitations will 
awaken uplifting and inspiring lessons. PS: To get 
the fullness of the blessings you want from other 
people, you must first give them to yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): The engineer Nikola Tesla 
(1856–1943) said he envisioned his inventions in 
intricate detail before building them. He didn’t need 
literal prototypes because his mental pictures 
were so vivid. I suspect you Aquarians now have 
extra access to this power. What scenarios are 
you dreaming of? What are you incubating in 
your imagination? I urge you to boldly trust your 
thought experiments. Your mental prototypes may 
be unusually accurate. The visions you’re testing 
internally are reconnaissance missions to futures 
that you have the power to build. Regard your 
imagination as a laboratory.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Sufi mystics tell us that the 
heart has “seven levels of depth,” each one bearing 
progressively more profound wisdom. You access 
these depths by feeling deeper, not thinking harder. 
Let’s apply this perspective to you, Pisces. Right 
now, you’re being called to descend past surface 
emotions (irritation, worry, mild contentment) into 
the layers beneath: primal wonder, the wild joy 
you’re sometimes too cautious to express, and the 
sacred longing that can lead you to glory. This dive 
might feel risky. That’s good! It means you’re going 
deep enough. What you discover down there will 
reorganize everything above it for the better.

Jonesin' Crossword                                         By Matt Jones

“Free Ticket” 
-- another tricky 
themeless.
by Matt Jones
© 2026 Matt Jones

ACROSS
1. Reach half a century 
(which yours truly will 
do in March!)
10. SI unit named for 
a Serb
15. Differently
16. How some bras 
are available for 
order, color-wise
17. Fuel that can be 
made from soybeans
18. Yarn
19. Shady character?
20. To a tee, slangily
22. Envelope acronym
23. Seafood 
restaurant item
24. Pixelated image, 
on old computer 
displays
26. Major label broken 
up in 2012
27. ___ Pacific 
University (Christian 
institution near L.A.)
30. Doctor (Richard 
Dreyfuss) antagonized 
by Bob (Bill Murray) in 
“What About Bob?”
32. White Stripes 
album named after a 
Dutch art movement
34. Not raw
35. Fair
36. Hill crest, in 
England (or “sack” 
lead-in)
37. Diversion using 
parts of speech
40. Low-cost carrier 
based in Kuala 
Lumpur
44. The current 
record for one is 
275.97 knots
47. Time served

48. System that reads 
credit cards
49. Rolled snack?
51. “Let There Be ___ 
... Ruff Ryders’ First 
Lady” (1999 debut rap 
album)
52. Piz Bernina and 
Schreckhorn, for two
54. Live dangerously
56. Miss Piggy tagline
57. Tale of Troy that 
doesn’t get to the 
Trojan Horse
59. Misleadingly 
named little pet
61. Ours in Tours
62. Area affected by 
plantar fasciitis
63. Promotional link
64. Enterprise is its 
flagship

DOWN
1. Words after “Good” 
or “Born”
2. Draw on
3. Diamond figure

4. Australian 
bushranger Kelly
5. “Looney Tunes” 
animator Freleng
6. “___ my sunglasses 
at night” (Corey Hart 
lyric)
7. Regarding money
8. Sleeping sickness 
vector
9. Summon loudly
10. Contracted 
agreement
11. They’ll check your 
head
12. Ski town near 
Montpelier, on 
envelopes
13. Wyoming’s only 
university town (so 
their website says)
14. “You pick which 
one”
21. Mocha resident
25. Detection systems
28. Snatched
29. Martial art 
involving wrist and 

elbow grips
31. Tear
33. Half of #33?
36. Counterpart of 
kanji and hiragana
37. Classic drawing 
program with 
Airbrush and Curve 
tools
38. Retroactively 
named space mission 
of 1967
39. Notwithstanding
41. Always, in 
Acapulco
42. Dunning focus
43. When some 
primetime shows are 
scheduled
45. Ache near the 
stapes, maybe
46. Roll call entry
50. Potato gadget
53. Wrapped garment
55. Domain
58. Woodchuck’s 
home
60. Tight one

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)    	       Answers on page 23

SUDOKU	 Advanced

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                     Feb. 25-March 3, 2026
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Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Thursday, Feb. 26 
29th and Final Lake Michigan Film Festival - The 
largest and most comprehensive regional film 
festival, screening 65 films from Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Illinois and Indiana. Many of the 
filmmakers will be on hand. 7 p.m. Studio C, 1999 
Central Park Drive, Okemos. elff.com.

“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - 6 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

Acting 101 Class for Teens & Adults - Meets 
twice per week. 7-8 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com. 

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - Meets 
twice per week. 8-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow 
Urgent Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. 
cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presby-
terian Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cmialanon.org.

Bookend Gallery Display by Katie Krive - Krive 
draws on nature, science and fantasy to create 
her colorful paintings on wood. Noon-6 p.m. 

Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.
org/about/get-involved/friends-library/haslett.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or 
any other portable craft project and immerse 
yourself in an evening of creativity, conversation 
and community. 5-8 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

“Dial M for Murder” - A smart, tight, compelling 
update of Frederick Knott’s tale of jealousy, 
deception and homicide. 2 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. william-
stontheatre.org. 

Fairy Tale Fest - Dress up in your finest fairy tale 
garb to celebrate Tell a Fairy Tale Day! We’ll listen 
to a few fairy tales from around the world and 
create our own stories with words and pictures. 
4:30-5:30 p.m. South Lansing Library, 3500 S. 
Cedar St., Lansing. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
south-lansing.

Group Dance Class: Beginning West Coast Swing 
- A fun, exciting partner dance style to learn. 7 
p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., 
East Lansing. Register by calling 517-364-8888.

Hay Production 101 - Topic: field establishment 
& renovation. 7-8:30 p.m. Virtual — register at 
canr.msu.edu/forages. 

Intro to Acting/Improv Class for Kids - Ages 5-12. 
4-4:45 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

tin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. 517-420-5820. 
lamcsangha.wordpress.com.

Meridian Speaker Series - MSU Professor Emeri-
tus Sally Helvenston Gray will present on women’s 
dress reform in Michigan in the 19th century. Free 
admission. 2-3 p.m. Meridian Historical Village, 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos. (517) 347-7300.

MI Ag Ideas to Grow with Conference - This 
educational experience features tracks focused 
on animal agriculture, field crop production, vege-
table production, food preservation, irrigation and 
drainage, beginning farmers, and solar photovol-
taic. Sessions will be held via Zoom through March 
5. For a schedule of sessions and to register, visit 
canr.msu.edu/miagideas.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Show @ Bestsellers Books 
and Coffee - MMAG members are displaying origi-
nal works, including paintings, photography, mixed 
media and so much more. 7 a.m.-8 p.m. 360 S. 
Jefferson St., Mason. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mortgage Foreclosure Basics - This webinar will 
describe the options to keep, sell, or let foreclo-
sure happen. 5-6 p.m. Virtual — register at canr.
msu.edu/mimoneyhealth. 

Parkinson’s Exercise: Tai Chi - Free group class 
tailored for people with Parkinson›s and their 
caregivers. Improve balance and strength. 1 p.m. 
Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Parkinson’s Support Group Social Lunch - Join 
us for a relaxed social time. Order off the menu, 
pay your own bill. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Coral Gables 
Restaurant, 2838 Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 
lapsg.org. 

RELAX: Alternatives to Anger - This program helps 
teens, adults, parents and caregivers under-
stand and manage anger/stress and develop the 
communication and problem-solving skills needed 
for healthy relationships. 11 a.m.-noon. Virtual — 
register at canr.msu.edu/alternatives_to_anger. 

Silent Book Club at BrickHaven Brewing Co. - 
Everyone brings a book of their choice to read. 
We’ll read silently for about 45 minutes, then 
everyone will have a chance to share a bit about 
their book. Registration req. 6-7 p.m. 200 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org. 

Speak with Impact: Public Speaking Mastery 
Workshop - This interactive workshop is designed 
to help you shed stage fright, speak with poise, 
and deliver powerful presentations that leave 
a lasting impact. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Regus – One Michi-
gan Avenue, 120 N. Washington Square, Ste. 300, 
Lansing. eventbrite.sg/o/43284464053.

Tap II Class for Teens & Adults - 6-7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Walk-in Wednesday: Thumb Print World - Create 
new worlds using your own personal stamps — 
your fingerprints! Free. 4:30-5:45 p.m. REACH 
Studio Art Center, 1804 S. Washington Ave., 
Lansing. reachstudioart.org.

Weaving the Web: Deity - Join us in person or 
online for our weekly community night, an open, 
cross-tradition discussion space where we learn, 
share and build community together. 6-8 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Women’s Healing Circle - A space for women to 
share their stories, inspire each other and lift 
each other up. 8:30-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 

Wednesday, Feb. 25 
125th Anniversary Gala - This special event will 
take the place of our traditional annual dinner. 
We can’t wait to honor the outstanding people 
and organizations shaping our region’s future. 
5-8 p.m. Lansing Center, 333 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. facebook.com/LansingChamber.

“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - 6 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

Acting & Glee Music Class for Kids - Ages 5-12. 
4:30-5:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 
1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.
com.

Adult Tabletop Board or Card Games - Gather in 
the daytime with other adults for coffee, conver-
sation and games. 2:30-3:30 p.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. gladl.org. 

Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. Allen Neigh-
borhood Center, 1629 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 
allenneighborhoodcenter.org/allen-farmers-market.

Bingo - Every Wednesday. Doors open at 4:30 
p.m. Bingo cafe 5 p.m. Early bird 6 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids Senior Center, 201 Grand St., Eaton Rap-
ids. facebook.com/EatonRapidsSeniorCenter.

Bookend Gallery Display by Katie Krive - Krive 
draws on nature, science and fantasy to create 
her colorful paintings on wood. Noon-4 p.m. 
Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.
org/about/get-involved/friends-library/haslett.

Broadway Jazz Dance Class for Teens & Adults 
- Meets twice per week. 7-8:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Day Zero Breakdown - This evening of poetry and 
experimental music features Dennis Hinrichsen, 
author of “dementia lyrics,” with ambient artist 
Worm Moon and electronic artist bioPrism. 7 
p.m. RCAH Theater, Snyder-Phillips Hall, 361 
Physics Road, East Lansing. poetry.rcah.msu.edu. 

Enrollment Open House: Wacousta Coop Preschool 
- Join us for an exciting night meeting teachers, 
enjoying fun activities, and checking out our new 
space! 5 p.m. Wacousta Coop Preschool, 9135 W. 
Herbison Road, Eagle. facebook.com/Wacous-
taCoopPreschool.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at the Meridian Mall 
food court every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
9-10 a.m. 1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 
meridian50plus.com.

Group Dance Class: Beginning Salsa - Learn the 
basic steps of one of the most popular Latin 
dances. 8 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. Register by calling 
517-364-8888.

Independent Painting Class - Receive one-on-one 
instruction while exploring the painting genre 
of your choice (still life, landscape, portraiture, 
etc.). Six-week class. Noon-3 p.m. Shiawassee 
Arts Center, 206 Curwood Castle Drive, Owosso. 
(989) 723-8354. shiawasseearts.org.

Meditation - Meditation in the tradition of Thich 
Nhat Hanh. 7-9 p.m. Chùa Vąn Hąnh, 3015 S. Mar-
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Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 20

Lake Michigan Film Festival
Thursday, Feb. 26 - Sunday, March 1

Studio C Meridian Mall
1999 Central Park Drive, Okemos

elff.com/festival

The Lake Michigan Film Festival is going out 
with a bang. This year’s event, the final hoorah, 
will feature 65 films from Michigan, Indiana, Illi-
nois and Wisconsin. 

Festival director Susan W. Woods gave some 
insight into why the festival is coming to a close: 
“When we started the film festival in 1997, all 
films were only available on VHS, 16mm and 
35mm. Now all the films are digitized, available 
electronically and by Blu-ray or DCP.”

The festival begins with the documentary 
“The Best of the Best: Jazz from Detroit.” 
Director Dan Loewenthal, producer Roberta 
Friedman and producer/writer Mark Stryker will 
be in attendance to discuss the film. 

Other feature-length films include:
“1969: Killers, Freaks, and Radicals,” a 

documentary examining a string of brutal mur-
ders in Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti in the late ‘60s and how the social and political tensions of 
the time may have contributed to the crimes.

“Reverie,” a drama following a lonely writer who journeys too deep into his own fantasy 
world, casting aside reality.

“Premarital,” a comedy about a pastor who launches a campaign to convert his 
daughter’s fiancé to Christianity before their wedding.

“The Daughters of the Domino,” a modern noir about a detective who arrested her 
serial killer father, fracturing her relationship with her sister Laura, whose own daughter 
goes missing years later.

The festival will also offer three programs of short documentaries, a block of social 
justice documentaries, three programs of short films and a block of student films. Visit the 
event website for a full rundown of the schedule, films, directors and more.
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Church, 1100 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-
349-1763. st-martha.org. 

Fish Fry Fridays Fundraiser - $8 to $15 — kids 
under 5 eat free. 4:30-7:30 p.m. VFW Post 701, 
123 N. Rosemary St., Lansing. 517-485-1656.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at the Meridian Mall 
food court every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
9-10 a.m. 1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 
meridian50plus.com.

“Jesus Christ Superstar” - 8 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Drive, Lansing. riverwalk-
theatre.com. 

Michigan Nordic Fire Festival - This year’s event 
continues the live entertainment, flavorful meads, 
unique vendors, elaborate costumes, games and 
contests that festivalgoers are accustomed to, 
but will also feature the largest Viking encamp-
ment yet. 5-11 p.m. Eaton County Fairgrounds, 
1025 S. Cochran Road, Charlotte. michigannor-
dicfirefestival.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Show @ Bestsellers Books 
and Coffee - MMAG members are displaying origi-
nal works, including paintings, photography, mixed 
media and so much more. 7 a.m.-8 p.m. 360 S. 
Jefferson St., Mason. midmichiganartguild.org.

MSU Ice Hockey vs. Ohio State University - 8:30 
p.m. Munn Ice Arena, 509 Birch Road, East Lan-
sing. msuspartans.com/sports/mens-ice-hockey.

Name That Song - Enjoy ‘90s/2000s music, dance-
offs, lip sync battles, confetti showers and crazy 
prizes. 7:30 p.m. Grewal Hall, 224 S. Washington 
Square, Lansing. hall224.com.

Online Extension Extras for Professionals Fourth 
Fridays: Inquiring Minds Want to Know - This 
program helps adults understand how science 
experiences promote child development, build 
self-confidence, stimulate curiosity and develop 
language skills. 1-2:30 p.m. Virtual — register at 
canr.msu.edu/parenting_education_classes. 

Parkinson’s Exercise: Movement with Vitality - 
Free exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. 
Caregivers are welcome to participate if space 
permits. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-
364-8800. lapsg.org.

TGIF Dance Party - Doors 7 p.m., line dance lesson 
7:15 p.m., dance 8 p.m. to midnight. DJ Pat Johnson 
in the house. Dinner buffet provided. Cash/credit 
bar available. Eagle Eye Banquet Center, 15500 
Chandler Road, Bath. tgifdance.com.

Travelogue: Fantastic Fishing in Canada - Join 
host Nancy Norton as we “travel” near and 
far, hearing firsthand accounts. Admission $2. 
7-8:30 p.m. Foster Community Center, 200 N. 
Foster Ave., Lansing. 517-482-4235. parksonline.
lansingmi.gov. 

Saturday, Feb. 28 
29th and Final Lake Michigan Film Festival - 
12:30-10 p.m. Studio C, 1999 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. elff.com.

“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

Awaken! Lansing’s Premier Wellness Expo - 
Vendors will offer their services to Awaken! your 
mind, body and spirit. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The Cadillac 
Room, 1115 S. Washington Ave, Lansing. 517-798-
6175. facebook.com/brooketheintuitive.

Bench Bar Conference - Join us for a continental 
breakfast, followed by several judge speakers! 
Free to attend for all ICBA members, casual 
dress code. 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Veterans Memorial 
Courthouse, 313 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 
eventbrite.com/o/23030758648.

Blood, Leather & Rock Gods - A “Queen of the 
Damned”-inspired midnight drag brunch. Vam-
pires, rock gods, leather, and a late-night dining 
experience. 7 p.m. The Studio at 414, 410 E. Michi-
gan Ave, Lansing. eventbrite.com/o/77771454873.

Bookend Gallery Display by Katie Krive - Krive 
draws on nature, science and fantasy to create 
her colorful paintings on wood. Noon-2 p.m. 
Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.
org/about/get-involved/friends-library/haslett.

“The Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon” - 7 p.m. 
LCC Black Box Theatre, 411 N. Grand Ave., Lan-
sing. lcc.edu/showinfo. 

Campfire Program: All About Owls - Join Harris 
Nature Center naturalists around the campfire 
for a fireside chat, s’mores and a guided walk. 7-8 
p.m. Harris Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/hnc. 

Cocaine Anonymous Meeting - “We are here and 
we are free.” 10 a.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing.

“Dial M for Murder” - 2 and 7:30 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. william-
stontheatre.org. 

February Artist of the Month: Kat Fike - Join us 
at the Art & Soul Gallery as we celebrate CCAC 
artist Kat Fike. Meet the artist, join the Q&A, and 
purchase some of her work. 5-7 p.m. 215 N. Clinton 
Ave., St. Johns. facebook.com/ClintonCntyArts.

Greater Lansing Orchid Show and Sale - Enjoy the 
beautiful flowers and exhibits, a welcome respite 
from winter’s cold. Learn how to grow orchids 
with free classes and brighten up your home with 
some of the spectacular flowers on sale! 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Van Atta’s Greenhouse, 9008 Old M-78, 
Haslett. greaterlansingorchidsociety.info. 

Interactive Murder Mystery Dinner - Join us for 
an interactive dinner where you dress up as a 
character. Socialize with other characters to get 
more clues about who the murderer is. Prime rib 
and grilled chicken dinner with green beans and 
potatoes. 6-9 p.m. Henry’s Place, 4926 Marsh 
Road, Okemos. eventbrite.com/o/47067531443.

Intermediate Ballet Class for Teens & Adults - 
Meets twice per week. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

“Jesus Christ Superstar” - 8 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Drive, Lansing. riverwalk-
theatre.com. 

Lego Palooza - An annual fundraising extravaganza 
packed with LEGO-themed activities for all your 
friends and family! 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

“Mastermind Prayer Circle” on Zoom - Support 
one another in envisioning our heart’s desires. 
Lisa Schmidt facilitator. 8-9:30 a.m. Meeting ID: 
177 417 886. Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org. 

Michigan Nordic Fire Festival - 10 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Eaton County Fairgrounds, 1025 S. Cochran Road, 
Charlotte. michigannordicfirefestival.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Show @ Bestsellers Books 
and Coffee - MMAG members are displaying origi-
nal works, including paintings, photography, mixed 
media and so much more. 7 a.m.-8 p.m. 360 S. 
Jefferson St., Mason. midmichiganartguild.org.

MSU Ice Hockey vs. Ohio State University - 8 p.m. 
Munn Ice Arena, 509 Birch Road, East Lansing. 
msuspartans.com/sports/mens-ice-hockey.

Mid-Michigan 3D Printers Meetup - Come hang out, 
show projects and talk 3D printing. Public welcome! 
1-4 p.m. Lansing Makers Network, 2730 Alpha 
Access St., Lansing. 517-234-4566. mm3dp.org.

Potato Derby - Join us for a wacky race where 
potatoes are the stars of the track. Decorate 
your very own “spud mobile” and race it down 
the derby ramp. Registration req. 1-5 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. gladl.org. 

Quiet Adventures Symposium - Learn how you 
can support environmental stewardship of land 
and water, enjoy hands-on demonstrations, and 
choose from over 30 engaging talks. 9 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Farm Bureau Pavilion, 4301 Farm Lane, 
Lansing. quietadventures.org. 

“Jesus Christ Superstar” - This Tony Award-win-
ning rock opera, with music by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and lyrics by Tim Rice, tells the story of 
Jesus Christ’s final days, culminating in his cru-
cifixion. 7 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 Museum 
Drive, Lansing. riverwalktheatre.com. 

Ladies’ Silver Blades - Join other adult women for 
fun, exercise, friendship and skating practice. All 
skill levels welcome. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Biggby Cof-
fee Ice Cube, 2810 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 
ladiessilverblades.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Show @ Bestsellers Books 
and Coffee - MMAG members are displaying origi-
nal works, including paintings, photography, mixed 
media and so much more. 7 a.m.-8 p.m. 360 S. 
Jefferson St., Mason. midmichiganartguild.org.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Rock-Steady Boxing - Free 
exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. 
Caregivers are welcome to participate if space 
permits. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-
364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Preserving MI Harvest: Making Sweet Maple Syr-
up - We’ll go through the steps of making maple 
syrup. We’ll talk about the process, including 
filtering and preserving this sweet treat in a jar. 
1-2 and 6-7 p.m. Virtual — register at canr.msu.
edu/food_preservation. 

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble: Performing Group 
for All Ages - Meets twice per week. 5:30-7 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Spirit of Michigan Chorus Rehearsal - We’re 
an inclusive community of women who sing a 
cappella in the barbershop style. We welcome all 
levels of musical experience. 6:45 p.m. Church of 
the Nazarene, 4851 Holt Road, Holt. spiritofmichi-
ganchorus.com.

Tai Chi for Better Sleep - This series combines Tai 
Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention and the Sleep 
Education for Everyone Program (SLEEP). 9 a.m. 
or 7 p.m. Virtual — register at canr.msu.edu/
tai-chi-for-arthritis.

Thursday Night Open Forge - Try your hand at 
blacksmithing and create your own metal master-
pieces! 6-9 p.m. Artfire Michigan, 4567 Churchill 
Road, Leslie. artfiremichigan.com.

The Trick Is in the Cards - 5-11 p.m. Homebrew 
Tabletop Game Lounge, 219 1/2 N. Bridge St., 
Grand Ledge. homebrewgamelounge.com.

Wine Bingo Night - Come play a bit, win some 
swag, and hang with us. It’s free to play. 6-7:30 
p.m. Horrocks Wine Bar, 7420 W. Saginaw Hwy., 
Lansing. facebook.com/HorrocksWineBar.

Friday, Feb. 27 
2026 Paddling Film Festival - Join us for a night 
of film to kick off the 2026 Quiet Adventures 
Symposium. This event will feature six films, 
including the award winners for Best Canoeing 
Film, Best Instructional Film, Best Short Film, 
Best Documentary, and a special jury mention. 
7-10 p.m. Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing. quietadventures.org. 

29th and Final Lake Michigan Film Festival - 
12:30-10 p.m. Studio C, 1999 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. elff.com.

“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - 6 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

Bookend Gallery Display by Katie Krive - Krive 
draws on nature, science and fantasy to create 
her colorful paintings on wood. Noon-4 p.m. 
Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.
org/about/get-involved/friends-library/haslett.

“The Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon” - The 
fairy tales of the Brothers Grimm are turned on 
their heads in this fast-paced, rollicking ride. 7 
p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 411 N. Grand Ave., 
Lansing. lcc.edu/showinfo. 

Confident Witch Circle: Hagalaz - Join Lord Soli-
nox Silverstar for a practical two-hour workshop 
on navigating crisis through the lens of Hagalaz, 
the rune of necessary destruction. 8-10 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
manifestlansing.com. 

Cornbread & Beans Ent. Stand-up Comedy 
Showcase - Expect fresh jokes, good vibes, and 
a crowd that’s all about having a great time. 8-10 
p.m. Henry’s Place, 4926 Marsh Road, Okemos. 
eventbrite.com/o/120626855359.

Date Night Dance Class for Couples - A fun, engag-
ing experience where partners learn basic steps, 
build connection through rhythmic movement, 
and create shared memories. 7-8 p.m. Michigan 
Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 
Register by calling 517-364-8888.

“Dial M for Murder” - 7:30 p.m. Williamston The-
atre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. williamston-
theatre.org. 

Fish Fry - Baked & fried fish, baked potatoes 
& fries, homemade mac and cheese, coleslaw, 
bread & more. 5-7 p.m. St. Martha Catholic 

Events
from page 19

See Events, Page 21

Greg Klyma in concert
7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 26
Old Town General Store

408 E. César E. Chávez Ave., Lansing
musicisthefoundation510c3.ticketspice.

com/
greg-klyma-at-the-old-town-general-store

The Old Town General Store will be transformed this 
summer into the Old Town Cultural Center, an arts hub 
offering concerts, lessons, retreats, art demonstrations 
and exhibits, poetry slams and so on.

To give patrons an idea of what to expect from the 
new venue, the still-open-for-now Old Town General 
Store will host a concert Thursday featuring Buffalo, 
New York’s Greg Klyma. It’s the first time the seasoned 
road performer will play in mid-Michigan since 2018.

After nearly 30 years of touring and with more than a dozen studio albums under his 
belt, Klyma, a prolific songwriter known for his energetic live performances and clever, 
story-telling lyrics, isn’t slowing down. A self-proclaimed scholar of rock ’n’ roll and country 
music, he’s developed a distinctive sound, performing for audiences across the country. 
His songs have been played on SiriusXM and the syndicated radio shows “The Midnight 
Special” and “WoodSongs Old-Time Radio Hour,” as well as being covered by internation-
al indie artists.

Tickets are $21 and are available online or at the door while supplies last.
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South Lansing Farmers Market Winter Market 
- Featuring 60+ local farm, food, and art/craft 
vendors. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Lansing Mall, 5412 W. 
Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. facebook.com/South-
LansingFarmersMarket.

Sunday, March 1 
29th and Final Lake Michigan Film Festival - 
12:30-10 p.m. Studio C, 1999 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. elff.com.

APS Carnaval Celebration - Rescheduled from 
Feb. 22. 2-4 p.m. Aux Petits Soins, 2824 E. 
Grand River Ave., Lansing. apsfrenchclass.com.

“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

Bottle and Can Collection for Williamston Farm & 
Artisan Market - 11 a.m.-1 p.m. McCormick Park, 
123 High St., Williamston. williamstonfarmmar-
ket.org. 

“Dial M for Murder” - 2 p.m. Williamston The-
atre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. williamston-
theatre.org. 

Greater Lansing Orchid Show and Sale - 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Van Atta’s Greenhouse, 9008 Old M-78, 
Haslett. greaterlansingorchidsociety.info. 

“Jesus Christ Superstar” - 2 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Drive, Lansing. riverwalk-
theatre.com. 

Jugglers and Would-Be Jugglers - Jugglers meet 
at the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 p.m. 
Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. mike-
marhanka@gmail.com.

Lego Palooza - 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Mediumship Development Series - A four-part 
series designed to help you open, strengthen, 
and trust your intuitive and psychic senses in 
a grounded, practical way. 1-5 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center St., Lansing. manifest-
lansing.com.

Michigan Nordic Fire Festival - 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Ea-
ton County Fairgrounds, 1025 S. Cochran Road, 
Charlotte. michigannordicfirefestival.com.

MSUFCU Student Art Exhibit Awards Reception 
- 1-2:30 p.m. MSUFCU Headquarters Building 1, 
3777 West Road, East Lansing. msufcuart.com. 

MSU Women’s Basketball vs. Ohio State Univer-
sity - Noon. Breslin Center, 534 Birch Road, 
East Lansing. msuspartans.com/sports/wom-
ens-basketball.

Natural Remedies for Cold & Flu - Join us every 
first Sunday of the month for an interactive 
class on various health topics, where you’ll learn 
practical, everyday tools you can use at home. 
5-7 p.m. Lansing SDA, 5400 W. St. Joseph Hwy., 
Lansing. LPBcooking@gmail.com.

Quaker Meeting for Worship - 10:30 a.m. Red 
Cedar Friends Meeting House, 1400 Turner St., 
Lansing. redcedarfriends.org. 

River Walk Trash Cleanup - Join us for our 
monthly ritual of community care: walking the 
neighborhood and cleaning up litter along the 
River Walk and surrounding blocks. 11 a.m.-noon. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Sunday Brunch at Summerlands Brewing Co. -  10 
a.m.-2 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/
summerlandsbrewing. 

Pure Options Stand-up Presents: T.J. Miller - 
6:30 p.m. 224 S. Washington Square, Lansing. 
hall224.com.

Monday, March 2 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - 6 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing. cmialanon.
org.

Better Process Control School - Students who 
successfully complete this course will meet FDA 
certification requirements. 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Erickson Hall, 620 Farm Lane, East Lansing. canr.
msu.edu/food-safety-regulations-and-courses.

Brewers Meetup at Summerlands Brewing Co. - 
6-7:30 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/
summerlandsbrewing.

Broadway Jazz Dance Class for Teens & Adults 
- Meets twice per week. 7-8:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Crafty Story Time - Preschool-aged children and 
their caregivers can enjoy fun activities, stories and 
a craft. 11 a.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 
South Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

DJ Bingo at Summerlands Brewing Co. - 7-8:30 
p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. www.facebook.com/
summerlandsbrewing.

Euchre - 1-3 p.m. Eaton Rapids Senior Center, 201 
Grand St., Eaton Rapids. facebook.com/Eaton-
RapidsSeniorCenter.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at the Meridian Mall 
food court every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
9-10 a.m. 1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 
meridian50plus.com.

Improv Acting Class for Teens and Adults - 8:30-
9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Level I Dance Class for Kids - Ages 5-8. 4-5 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Matter of Balance - Eight-session workshop de-
signed to improve balance, flexibility and strength, 
helping older adults reduce fall risks and become 
more active. 1-3 a.m. Meridian Senior Center, 
4000 Okemos Road, Okemos. To register, call 517-
887-1465 or email histedc@tcoa.org.

Mother Son Dance - Join us for a fun and mem-
orable evening. Space is limited. 7-9 p.m. The 
Venue by Eleven 11 Events, 5660 W. Saginaw Hwy., 
Lansing. facebook.com/deltatownship.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Yoga - Free exercise class 
for people with Parkinson’s. Caregivers are 
welcome to participate if space allows. 1 p.m. 
Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble: Performing Group 
for All Ages - Meets twice per week. 5:30-7 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Serving up Food Safety: Ready for Power Outag-
es? - Learn how to keep yourself and your family 
healthy and safe from foodborne illness during 
power outages. 12-12:30 p.m. Virtual — register 
at canr.msu.edu/safe_food_water. 

Shape Note Singing - First and third Mondays, 
free, loan books available, beginners and the 
curious are welcome. 7-9 p.m. Edgewood United 
Church, 469 N. Hagadorn Road, East Lansing. 
fasolamichigan.org.

Women’s AA Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. lansingdis-
trict6.org.

Tuesday, March 3 
“A Caregiver’s Butterfly Garden” - 6 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. dcwgardens.com. 

Acting 101 Class for Teens & Adults - Meets twice 
per week. 7-8 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 
1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com. 

Events
from page 20

29th Annual Red Cedar Festival of Community Bands
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 28

Okemos High School
2800 Jolly Road, Okemos

meridiancommunityband.org/red-cedar-festival

Community bands are where musicians of all ages, from teenagers to octogenarians, 
get together to perform for local audiences. This year’s Red Cedar Festival of Community 
Bands features ensembles from across Michigan, giving public performances and partici-
pating in clinics all day long.

With a focus on continuing education and direct feedback for both musicians and con-
ductors, the Red Cedar Festival has helped to grow musicianship in Michigan’s commu-
nity bands for nearly three decades.

Throughout the day, eleven bands will perform, including two ensembles from Great-
er Lansing: the DeWitt Community Concert Band and host Meridian Community Band. 
Other groups include the Oakland Community College Symphony Band, West Michi-
gan Concert Winds, Saginaw Area Concert Band, North Oakland Concert Band, Flint 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble, Waterford New Horizons Band, Southshore Concert Band, 
Schoolcraft College Wind Ensemble and Royal Oak Concert Band. 

Audiences can stay for a little bit or a full day of immersion in the energy of community 
bands. Admission is free, though donations are gratefully accepted. 

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - Meets 
twice per week. 8-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacen-
ter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 9 a.m. Alano Club South, 3500 S. 
Cedar St., Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 7 p.m. St. Jude Church, 801 N. 
Bridge St., DeWitt. cmialanon.org.

Better Process Control School - 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Erickson Hall, 620 Farm Lane, East Lansing. canr.
msu.edu/food-safety-regulations-and-courses.

Compulsive Eaters Anonymous-HOW Meeting - 
Meets in person and virtually. 5:30 p.m. St. Jude 
Catholic Church, 801 N. Bridge St., DeWitt. For 
Zoom info, call 989-620-0448 or go to ceahow.
org/en/find-a-meeting.

Finance Committee - 6 p.m. City Hall, 114 Woodhull 
St., Laingsburg. laingsburg.us/park-committee.

Game Night at Summerlands Brewing Co. - Bring 
your favorite board game, card game, or party 
game — or jump in on one of the games we 
already have here. 6-9 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. 
facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing. 

Greater Lansing History Book Group - 6:30-7:45 
p.m. Big Boy, 1408 Old U.S. 27, St. Johns.

The Green Door Comedy Showcase - The Green 
Door features some of the state and beyond’s 
best stand-up talent every week! Doors 7 p.m., 
show 8 p.m. The Green Door, 2005 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing. 517-482-6376. greendoorlive.com. 

Group Dance Class: Beginning Cha Cha - A very 
fun Latin dance. 8 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 
2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. Register by 
calling 517-364-8888. themac.org. 

Hay Production 101 - Topic: harvest and post-har-
vest management. 7-8:30 p.m. Virtual — register 
at canr.msu.edu/forages. 

Intermediate Ballet Class for Teens & Adults 

- Meets twice per week. 5:30-7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

LAGE Game Night - A Meetup group that facilitates 
free board/card gaming experiences for diverse 
people and cultivates a safe, inclusive, fun gaming 
community. 6:30-11 p.m. Reno’s Sports Bar, 16460 
Old US 27, Lansing. meetup.com/lansing.

Level II Dance class for Kids - Ages 9-12. 4-5:30 
p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Balance, Conditioning and 
Strength - Free exercise class for people with 
Parkinson’s. Caregivers are welcome to partici-
pate if space allows. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 
2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 
517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Passport to Retirement: LCC Adult Enrichment 
Course - This two-day course will help you gain 
confidence in your financial decision making so 
that later on, you’re better prepared to enjoy the 
rewards and face the challenges that retirement 
can bring. 6-8:30 p.m. LCC East Campus, 2827 
Eyde Pkwy., East Lansing. register at lcc.edu/
keeplearning.

Tai Chi for Better Sleep - This series combines Tai 
Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention and the Sleep 
Education for Everyone Program (SLEEP). 9 a.m. 
or 7 p.m. Virtual — register at canr.msu.edu/
tai-chi-for-arthritis.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle - 7:30-9 p.m. 325 River-
front Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansingshuffle.
com.

Webcast Viewing for National Alliance for 
Children’s Grief Trauma Support - Attendees 
will engage with the webcast and learn with a 
community of like-minded, grief-focused profes-
sionals. 1-4:30 p.m. Gorsline-Runciman Funeral 
Home, 900 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. eventbrite.
com/o/121022025320.
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By LEO V. KAPLAN
When Dave Craw-

ford first told Sta-
cy VanElls, a close 
friend and home 
baker, that he want-
ed to open a bakery 
with her, she didn’t 
think it was possible.

“I first brought 
it up to her about 
a year ago, and she 
didn’t believe me,” 
Crawford said. “But 
here we are today.”

Simply Stacy’s 
Bakery and Deli 

celebrated its grand opening Monday 
(Feb. 23), bringing fresh-baked goods 
and deli-style sandwiches to downtown 
Eaton Rapids. The business is run by 
VanElls and Crawford, alongside Craw-

ford’s wife, Tammy, and is the first of its 
kind in the city.

“Eaton Rapids is an amazing commu-
nity,” Crawford said. “They have a bak-
ery, per se, but they don’t have the de-
li-style sandwiches. They’ve got a couple 
of restaurants, a couple of bars and fast 
food. So, I just felt as though having a 
place like this would be a great addition 
to the community.”

Seeing how busy the shop was on its 
first day, it’s clear the community agrees. 
Crawford spoke with City Pulse quickly 
between taking and preparing orders, 
mentioning that eight dozen cinnamon 
rolls had already been sold after about 
five hours of operation.

“It’s been busy since the time we 
opened the doors,” Crawford said.

The enormous cinnamon rolls, as well 
as cupcakes, cookies and more unique op-
tions like chocolate-covered pretzels and 
Oreos, will please the sweet tooths among 

the shop’s clientele. 
But the deli isn’t 

an afterthought. The 
meats, including ham, 
roasted turkey, roast 
beef, grilled chicken 
and hard salami, are 
Boar’s Head brand, and 
so are the cheeses. Cus-
tomers can order from 
the menu or build their 
own sandwich on white, 
wheat, sourdough or 
ciabatta bread.

“My goal was to serve 
quality products at as 
affordable prices as pos-
sible,” Crawford said.

The shop does not of-
fer dine-in seating, just takeout. 

Crawford said he’s excited to bring 
more variety to the Eaton Rapids food 
scene, particularly with the deli, and to 

help a friend take the next step in pur-
suing her passion.

“I know this has been a lifelong dream 
for her,” he said of VanElls. 

Simply Stacy’s gets a warm welcome in Eaton Rapids

Simply Stacy’s 
Bakery and Deli
115 S. Main St., Eaton 
Rapids
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday
10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Saturday
(517) 836-2146

Leo V. Kaplan/City Pulse

Tammy (left) and Dave Crawford serve a cinnamon roll 
made by Stacy VanElls at the trio’s new bakery and deli 
in downtown Eaton Rapids.
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

By LIZY FERGUSON
My friends and I were 

playing the ever-so-fun 
game of “where should we 
eat?” a couple of weeks ago, 
each trying to come up with 
something that 
would please the 
crowd while driving 
around, knowing we 
might have to head 
back in the oppo-
site direction once 
a decision was fi-
nally reached. Why, 
at these moments, 

does the mind go completely 
blank? 

Thankfully, as soon as 
someone suggested Everyday 
Authentic Chinese Cuisine, 
everyone was in immediate 
agreement.

It’s always best to 
1. dine in at Every-
day as opposed to 
taking out, and 2. go 
in a group of at least 
three, so you can or-
der too much with-
out really realizing 
it and cover one of 
the big, round tables 

with platters of some of the best food 
you can get in the Lansing area. The one 
problem is that your group then has to 
agree upon which dishes to select. 

Thankfully, because there were only 
three of us, when I suggested the Peking 
duck, we were again in easy agreement 
that it would have to be one of our choic-
es. We also got the delicious stir-fried 
green beans and eggplant with garlic 
sauce, but I will focus on the duck. 

When you order the duck, you have 
a choice of either one or two addition-
al courses. The options are duck fried 
rice and/or a soup made from the duck 
bones. The soup is incredible, but we 
went with the fried rice because it better 
complemented our other selections. 

To prepare Peking duck, air is pumped 
through the neck cavity to separate the 
skin from the fat. It’s roasted in a special 
oven, hanging vertically, and is glazed 
with honey and/or malt sugar, soy sauce 
and Chinese five-spice powder. The re-
sult is glistening, crispy skin over ten-
der, melt-in-your-mouth meat. 

The sliced duck is served with thin, 
steamed pancakes in addition to juli-
enned cucumber, pickled daikon and 

carrot, spring onion and hoisin sauce. I 
like to fill a pancake with all of the above 
and enjoy the mesmerizing combina-
tion of rich duck, fresh vegetables and 
umami hoisin. And repeat. 

The fried rice is lovely and paired ex-
cellently with the vegetables we chose, 
but for me, nothing compares to the 

Everyday’s duck is a crowd pleaser
City Pulse • March 9, 2022  www.lansingcitypulse.com 35

The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Peking duck (two-course)
$55

Everyday Authentic Chinese 
Cuisine

1375 E. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing

11 a.m.-9:30 p.m. daily
(517) 337-1882

everydaychinesecuisine.com

Lizy Ferguson for City Pulse

See Dish, Page 23

CITY OF EAST LANSING SUMMARY
OF ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1549

On February 17, 2026, the East Lansing City Council adopted an Ordinance of the City of 
East Lansing, Michigan, to amend Chapter 6, “Buildings and Building Regulations,” of the 
East Lansing Code to Repeal Provisions Relating to Rental Housing Inspections and 
Licensing.
Effective date:  Pursuant to Charter Section 6.3,Upon publication
Notice:   The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City
  Clerk’s Office, 1st Floor, City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East
  Lansing, Michigan.
Emily Gordon,
East Lansing City Clerk

CP#26-061 
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duck-filled pancakes. Dinner with 

friends at Everyday is the perfect way 
to spend a gloomy, freezing winter eve-
ning, something to remember the next 
time you’re going around and around 
about where to eat. 

www.BetterHealthMarket.com

WARM UP TO HOT SOUP

Right HereMade

MARKETS & VITAMIN STORES

JOIN THE BETTER 
SOUP CLUBSOUP CLUB

Buy any 12 soups
(12, 16 or 32 oz)

and get the 13th 
soup FREE (16 oz)soup FREE (16 oz)

12 oz

599
16 oz

899
32 oz

1399
Select Varieties

BETTERBETTER

REWARDSREWARDS
MEMBERSMEMBERS

EAST LANSING 
(Frandor)  305 N Clippert Ave. 

Across from Frandor Mall
517-332-6892 

Mon-Sat 8am-9pm • Sun 10am-7pm

 
 

Thank You For 
Voting Us The Best!

Thank You For 
Voting Us The Best!

Best BBQ
Best BBQ Sauce

Best Wings
Best Caterer/

Catering serviceTOP 5 DONUTS
Based on your votes in WKAR and 

City Pulse’s 2025 Top of the Town 

contest. Bon appétit!

1. Flour Child Bakery
Family-owned, made-from-scratch 
bakery and cafe
323 S. Bridge St., Grand Ledge
(517) 622-4772
flourchildbakeryandcafe.com
6 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Friday
6 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

2. Groovy Donuts — both locations
Donut shops offering a variety of 
specialty flavors
See groovydonuts.com for 
locations, hours and phone
numbers

3. Phillips Cider Bar and Market
Bar serving cider-focused 
drinks and baked goods
3000 Vine St., Lansing 
(517) 580-7581
phillipsciderbar.com
2-9 p.m. Monday-Thursday
Noon-10 p.m. Friday-Saturday
Noon-9 p.m. Sunday

4. Quality Dairy — all locations
Convenience stores with fresh 
donuts daily
See qualitydairy.com for locations, 
hours and phone numbers

5. Strange Matter Coffee — all locations
Coffee shops serving house-made 
vegan and gluten-free treats
See strangemattercoffee.com for
locations, hours and phone 
numbers

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS

Dish
from page 22

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 18

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 18
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BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction 
Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be 
available in your area.  If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by 
telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and 
service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a 
DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
Plus FREE 

Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

1-844-300-8385

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Musty Basement?
WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

Basement Waterproofi ng

Crawl Space Service

Indoor Air Quality

Foundation Repair

Receive a free 5-year warranty with 
qualifying purchase*  - valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 888-276-5121 to 
schedule your free quote!


