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250 Years Young… and Acting Like It
I’m just not feeling the Fourth of July. 
That surprises me, because I know I’ll never see another one like this. A 
nation’s 250th birthday only comes around once every quarter 
millennium. In my lifetime, this is it. This should have been one of those 
rare moments that transcended politics—a celebration of an idea 
bigger than whoever happened to occupy the White House.
Instead, it feels like another campaign rally draped in red, white and 
blue.
The Smithsonian Folklife Festival had reportedly been planning for 
America’s semiquincentennial for nearly a decade. Historians, artists, 
musicians, educators and communities all working toward a celebration 
worthy of 250 years of American history.
Then along comes Donald Trump, rubber-stamping himself across the 
occasion as though the country sprang into existence the day he 
descended the golden escalator.
It is exhausting.
The physical celebration somehow captures the mood perfectly. There’s 
the so-called “Temu Arch”—an imitation standing where symbolism 
should be. A Ferris wheel. Makeshift state exhibits that resemble 
temporary o�ce cubicles more than showcases of �fty remarkably 
di�erent places. Several states aren’t even participating.
This is the grand celebration? For America’s 250th birthday?
We’ve managed to make a once-in-a-lifetime national milestone feel 
like a county fair assembled over a long weekend. I’ve seen more 
impressive carnivals and home shows. 
Maybe that’s �tting. Because the spectacle increasingly resembles the 
politics.
Every day seems to bring another vanity project. Another loyalty test. 
Another cast of political rejects and opportunists lining up to applaud 
whatever today’s performance happens to be. Competence has 
become optional. Flattery has become a governing philosophy.
Even the re�ecting pool tells the story.
Millions were reportedly spent to “restore” it, only for the repairs to 
begin falling apart almost immediately. It’s hard to imagine a more 
�tting metaphor for this moment in American history: pour a fortune 
into something cosmetic, declare it a triumph, stage the photo 
opportunity, and then watch the façade crumble while insisting 
everything has never been better.
That isn’t just a re�ecting pool. It’s a re�ection of the 
administration—and, more troublingly, of a society that increasingly 
mistakes spectacle for success and branding for achievement.
What saddens me isn’t simply the aesthetics. It’s what we’ve become 
comfortable accepting.
America once projected possibility. We were never perfect—far from 
it—but there was an aspiration that mattered. The promise wasn’t that 
we’d always get it right. The promise was that we were always trying to 
become something better.
Now we seem more interested in projecting strength than 
demonstrating character.
Projection instead of promise. Performance instead of principle. 
Branding instead of leadership.
Somewhere along the way, patriotism became confused with 
merchandising. Flags became props instead of symbols. History became 
something to edit rather than understand. Criticism became betrayal 
instead of one of the most American things a citizen can do.
The irony is impossible to ignore.

We’re celebrating 250 years of a nation that declared 
independence from kings, while increasingly behaving as though 
questioning one man is somehow unpatriotic.
Perspective helps.
The United States feels ancient to Americans because it’s all we’ve 
ever known. But globally, we’re still one of the younger countries. 
Europe is �lled with cities older than our Constitution. Nations in 
Asia, Africa and the Middle East measure their histories in 
millennia, not centuries.
By comparison, we’re babies. And we’re acting like it, petulant and 
impulsive. Convinced we’re the smartest person in every room 
while refusing to learn from anyone else.
A healthy 250-year-old nation should possess con�dence, wisdom, 
and humility. Instead, we’re throwing tantrums on the world stage.
Perhaps that’s why this birthday feels so bittersweet.
Anniversaries aren’t just celebrations. They’re audits. They force us 
to ask what we’ve built, what we’ve squandered, and whether we’re 
leaving the next generation something worth inheriting.
Two hundred and �fty years ago, a handful of imperfect but 
audacious people signed a document that amounted to a 
wager—that free people, governing themselves, could build 
something more durable than the ambitions of any one man.
That experiment was never guaranteed to succeed. Every 
generation is asked the same question: Will you leave the republic 
stronger than you found it?
I’m not sure ours can answer that with con�dence.
Instead of celebrating the country we have become, we’re arguing 
over the mythology we’ve invented. Instead of protecting the 
institutions that carried us here, we’re testing how much abuse 
they can withstand before they �nally give way. We have confused 
patriotism with performance and loyalty with silence.
The world isn’t watching America because we’re 250 years old. The 
world is watching to see whether a 250-year-old democracy still 
deserves to grow old.
I hope the answer is yes. But hope has never been enough.
A birthday cake can hide a cracked foundation for an afternoon. 
Fireworks can light the sky for twenty minutes. Flags can �utter in 
the summer breeze.
None of those things tell you whether the house is still standing. 
That answer only comes the morning after the celebration.
And I have a feeling July 5th will tell us far more about America 
than July 4th ever could.
Please email me at lansingallstar@gmail.com
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By ERICK DIAZ VELIZ
Two apparent immigration actions 

near East César E. Chávez Avenue in 
Lansing on June 19 were, according to 
a local activist group, the first publicly 
known Immigration and Customs En-
forcement operations in the area this 
year.

A male from El Salvador was de-
tained by ICE agents June 19 at 303 
E. César E. Chávez Ave. in Lansing, 
during a targeted vehicle stop, accord-
ing to a spokesperson from the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

The DHS spokesperson, who didn’t 
identify themself, said in an email that 
the person arrested “admitted that he 
illegally entered the U.S. in 2020” and 
that there was a final judicial order of 
removal to Guatemala on June 9. 

The arrested individual is currently 
in ICE custody at the North Lake Pro-
cessing Center in Baldwin, according 
to the DHS website. It is the largest 
ICE prison in the Midwest, located in 
a rural, wooded area on the west side 
of the Lower Peninsula. It is operat-
ed by the private prison corporation 
GEO Group. With a capacity of 1,800 
inmates, the prison has had numerous 
complaints of abuse, lack of food, lack 
of medical care and slow immigration 
processes, as well as of keeping immi-
grants detained for up to six months 
or more.

On the same day as that arrest, vid-
eos shared on social media show an 
apparent immigration raid on a home 
near East César E. Chávez, conducted 
by agents wearing ICE and Enforce-
ment and Removal Operations patch-
es.

A female witness in the neighbor-
hood told City Pulse that the agents 
were looking for someone who no lon-
ger lived there. The agents took some-
one anyway and began following oth-
ers in the area. 

“More than 10 cars were circling the 
area,” said the witness, who declined 
to give her name for fear of reprisals. 
“At first, we suspected it was ICE, so 
we called the police about the sus-
picious cars, but they didn’t do any-
thing. They just circled the area once 
the police left, and then about nine 

more cars arrived.”
“We feel afraid,” she said. “We are 

afraid of not returning home and leav-
ing our family behind.”

DHS did not respond to requests for 
comments regarding the videos of the 
apparent immigration raid.

The Lansing Police Department di-
rected comments to a city spokesper-
son, Scott Bean, who said the city was 
not aware of any immigration enforce-
ment that day in the area.

“ICE does not have to let us know 
if they are operating in Lansing,” 
Bean said. “So, we have no informa-
tion about their activities. The city of 
Lansing has no information and was 
not contacted in advance about the al-
leged detainment of an individual last 
week.”

Bean said the city of Lansing and 
the LPD operate under “an executive 
order that makes it clear that the en-
forcement of immigration law is the 
responsibility of the federal govern-
ment.” He said the LPD is not tasked 
with enforcing civil immigration laws, 
and the  immigration status of any in-
dividual is “immaterial with respect 

to LPD’s mission statement and core 
values.”

Lansing Migra Watch, an advocacy 
group for immigrant rights, said in a 
statement to City Pulse that Lansing is 
fortunate to have seen less ICE activity 
than other parts of the state over the 
past year, with these actions being the 
first publicly known since last year.

“Last week’s attack is a reminder 
that the threat is very real,” the Migra 
Watch team said. “Every person stolen 
is a tragedy. Neighbors must be pre-
pared to defend each other, as we have 
seen the power of this in cities across 
the country.”

As it always warns, the federal im-
migration agency clarified that “being 
in detention is a choice.” The agen-
cy encouraged any “illegal aliens” to 
self-deport with the CBP Home App. 
A DHS spokesperson said the govern-
ment is offering  $2,600 and a free 
flight for those who self-deport.

“We encourage every person here il-
legally to take advantage of this offer 

and reserve the chance to come back 
to the U.S.  the right legal way to live 
the American dream,” the spokesper-
son said in a statement. “If not, you 
will be arrested and deported without 
a chance to return.”

The Migra Watch team recom-
mended that if residents see ICE or 
Border Patrol, or potential agents, 
they call its hotline at (517)742-2756. 
It has English and Spanish-speaking 
hotline operators, with hopes of cov-
ering more languages soon. “Reach 
out if you are fluent in more languages 
and potentially interested in becom-
ing an operator,” the team said. 

Bean said the mayor’s office has put 
together an “immigration toolkit” page 
on the city’s website that provides links 
and information that may be helpful 
to residents. It can be found at www.
lansingmi.gov/1390/City-of-Lansing- 
Immigration-Toolkit.
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Courtesy.

A flier showing information from Lansing 
Migra Watch. 

Courtesy

A screengrab from one of several videos online showing a man being taken into custody 
by people wearing ICE patches. 

ICE has confirmed an arrest in Lansing 
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By KYLE MELINN
The Democratic candidates 

running for both the open 28th 
Senate District seat and the 74th 
House District seat — by and 
large — found consensus Monday 
night (June 29) in their concerns 
over large-scale data centers and 
for treating homelessness as a 
housing issue instead of a crimi-
nal one. 

The forums, hosted by the 
Lansing NAACP, Mid-Michigan 
Tenant Resource Center, Home 
Rule Project and SEIU Michi-
gan, drew candidates for seats 
being vacated by Senate Majority 
Floor Leader Sam Singh (D-East 
Lansing) and Rep. Kara Hope 
(D-Holt). 

Each candidate who addressed 
the issue of data centers voiced 
support for either a moratorium 
or significantly stronger state reg-
ulations. 

SD-28 candidate Ted Kilv-
ington, formerly an analyst for 
the State Court Administrator 
and the Michigan State Police, 
called for an immediate state-
wide moratorium on all data cen-
ter construction until lawmakers 
establish standards requiring 
developers to pay for their own 
electrical, water and sewer infra-
structure and to treat their own 
water onsite. 

Kilvington, 57, called data cen-
ters his signature issue. He spoke 
about the centers needing to have 
a “closed-loop system.” The mil-
lions of gallons of water used to 
cool these enormous collections of 
computer servers, he said, should 
be treated onsite rather than be-
ing sent to a municipal facility for 
treatment. 

His primary opponent, Rashi-
da Harrison, an educator, also 
backed a moratorium, saying law-
makers need more information 
on the long-term environmental 
and health effects of the facilities, 
particularly those powering arti-
ficial intelligence operations. She 
also said local residents should 
have the final say on whether 
such projects are welcome in their 
communities. 

Ingham County Commissioner 
Bob Peña raised concerns about 
the effect data centers could have 
on groundwater quality and the 
heat generated from them. Fel-
low County Commissioner Mark 
Polsdofer took a more measured 
approach and pointed to House 
Democratic caucus legislation 

intended to better regulate data 
center construction. He also 
voiced support for local officials’ 
ability to shoot down these in-
vestments. 

“We also need to think about 
our friends at IBEW and the 
plumbers and pipefitters and the 
carpenters who are counting on 
this to feed their families,” he said. 

The House District 74 (cover-
ing south Lansing, Holt) candi-
dates were even more emphatic. 

Democrat Aaron Iturralde, 24, 
said he supports at least a one-
year statewide moratorium to 
allow time to study the facilities’ 
environmental, health and eco-
nomic impacts. 

“We don’t know everything and 
all the impacts that these data 
centers will do, whether it’s to our 
environment, to our neighbor-
hoods, to our air, to our land, to 
our water, to our farms,” he said. 

The Grand Ledge social stud-
ies teacher connected the issue to 

both environmental concerns and 
the rise of artificial intelligence in 
schools, saying, “I am seeing the 
impacts of AI in our schools, and 
it is scary.” 

Fellow Democrat TyJuan 
Thirdgill proposed a longer two-
year moratorium and called for 
repealing the tax incentives ap-
proved in 2024 to encourage data 
center development. He also ar-
gued local communities should 
have the ability to reject projects 
they do not want. 

Former Lansing NAACP Pres-
ident Harold Pope accused de-
velopers of trying to rush proj-
ects before sufficient studies had 
been completed and said stronger 
“guardrails” are needed to protect 
ratepayers and communities. 

The other issue that united can-
didates across both forums was 
homelessness. 

Candidates in both races re-

A town hall about the 
Lansing housing crisis

Homelessness, data centers take center stage at SD-28, HD-74 forum

Mark Polsdofer Bob Peña

Ted Kilvington Rashida Harrison

“Rent Is Too Damn High” tenants’ rights advocacy 
group hosted a Lansing town hall where local elected 
officials listened to concerns about the city’s housing 
crisis

By ERICK DÍAZ VELIZ
Shawn Brock is a member of the tenants’ rights advo-

cacy group “Rent Is Too Damn High.” He began a town 
hall last Wednesday (June 24) by condemning sweeps of 
unhoused people in the area.

“You may push somebody, or force them somewhere, 
but the problem still exists,” he said. “That goes into the 
problem of continuing with the sweeps, because you are 
just forcing somebody to find a new spot, shake up their 
entire life.” 

Brock said forcing unhoused people to move away 
doesn’t solve homelessness, as they often lose their be-
longings and end up in another encampment. “It isn’t a 
crime to be on the list, right?” he asked. “Oftentimes, you 
see folks who are in a very tough position and, for one rea-
son or another, are taken away. And it all starts because 
they may be out on the sidewalk.”

Rent Is Too Damn High convened a community forum 
Wednesday at the Fledge in Lansing to address the hous-
ing crisis. Joined by other rights organizations, such as 
Homeless Union and Student High, the meeting served 
as a platform for unhoused residents, advocates and a 
panel of elected officials to discuss the systemic failures of 
the local housing market. 

The panel included Natasha Atkinson (chief of staff for 
State Rep. Emily Dievendorf), Ingham County Register 
of Deeds Derrick Quinney, County Commissioner Robert 
Peña and Lansing City Council members Ryan Kost and 
Trini Pehlivanoglu.

The discussion was also centered on the “Homeless 
Bill of Rights” and the ethics of municipal camp sweeps, 
increasing funding for the Housing Choice Voucher Pro-
gram and the necessity of establishing safe parking zones 
for those living in vehicles. 

The meeting marked the beginning of a summer series 
for the organization, intended to mobilize people toward 
tangible legislative changes.

Several people said that without immediate interven-
tion, the gap between rising rents and stagnant wages 
will continue to displace the city’s most vulnerable popu-
lations. Elected officials weighed in.

“You look at an area like Dietrich Park,” Kost said, “and 
what was going on there, the city did not do, in my opin-
ion, a very good job on that. I really wish that had gone 
differently.”

“There is an appropriate way that you can have a safe 
space,” he said. “Some basic ground rules without being 
Big Brother and wanting to control the decisions that 
someone’s not ready to make.”

The forum concluded with comments from some of the 
officials.

The City Council members announced the upcoming 
introduction of a tenant background screening ordi-
nance, “hopefully” in July, designed to prevent landlords 
from automatically disqualifying applicants based on 
criminal history.

On the state level, there is a renewed push for the Rent-
er’s Bill of Rights and legislation to end the state preemp-
tion on rent control, which would allow municipalities to 
set their own rent caps. See Forum, Page 7
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peatedly rejected efforts by local gov-
ernments to criminalize homeless en-
campments and instead advocated for 
housing-first policies and greater in-
vestments in supportive housing. 

Peña, 63, called housing “a human 
right.” Having worked with the county 
Land Bank, the former Department of 
Transportation engineer spoke of a pe-
riod of time early in his life when he said 
he ran out of money and slept in a law 
library for a few months. 

Kilvington argued that the state 
would likely save money by investing 
more heavily in public housing because 
stable housing could reduce crime and 
healthcare costs.  

Harrison, 46, said she opposes an-
ti-camping ordinances and supports 
statewide initiatives to make housing 
more accessible, including social hous-
ing and mixed-income developments. 
The first-time candidate tapped into 
her experience as a researcher and equi-
ty strategist when she said, “Your expe-
rience is actually data.”  

She argued that legislation should 
be built around the needs of those with 
the least power. She also gave a specific 
housing policy answer, citing repeal of 
the rent-control ban and support for 
tenants’ rights legislation. 

Polsdofer highlighted work he has 
done with the Michigan Department 
of Transportation to ensure individuals 
experiencing homelessness are connect-
ed with services and resources rather 
than simply moved from place to place. 

The House candidates adopted a sim-
ilar tone. 

Iturralde said homelessness should 
always be addressed “with empathy 
first” and argued that the state needs to 
provide local governments with more 
resources to get people into housing and 
support services. 

Pope, 66, the former president of 
Lansing’s NAACP branch, was even 
more direct. 

“Homelessness should never be a 
crime, never ever,” he said, citing his 
previous work opposing anti-camping 
ordinances in East Lansing. 

Thirdgill proposed sweeping legisla-
tion to ban encampment sweeps or, at a 
minimum, make them far more difficult 
to conduct by requiring advance notice, 
transportation to alternative locations 

and the involvement of social workers 
instead of police officers. He argued 
that every person experiencing home-
lessness is evidence of a policy failure by 
government.

The roughly hour-long forums ran 
back-to-back.  

Among the most notable moments 
was when Polsdofer, 54, revealed he suf-
fered a stroke two-and-a-half years ago 
and left the hospital using a wheeled 
walker. He said the experience deep-
ened his appreciation for health care 
access and the challenges faced by indi-
viduals with disabilities. After months 
of rehabilitation, he said he can now 
ride a bike and run 5Ks again. 

Thirdgill, a 27-year-old political orga-
nizer, used his closing statement to call 
attention to conditions at the Women’s 

Huron Valley Correctional Facility, cit-
ing three recent inmate deaths and crit-
icizing state leaders for not launching a 
more aggressive investigation. He urged 
attendees to contact state officials and 
demand accountability, saying the con-
ditions inside the prison are “horrific” 
and the deaths are “unacceptable.” 

Pope leaned into his life experiences. 
He served 10 years in the military, spent 
more than three decades in the auto in-
dustry, raised children as a single parent 
and, at one point, worried about being 
evicted while working nights. Those 
experiences, he said, have given him an 
understanding of the challenges many 
families face and prepared him to advo-
cate for those struggling with housing, 
finances and other troubles. 

SANDUSKY, Mich. — Michigan In-
dependent Media Group announced 
today the acquisition of the Tribune 
Recorder Leader in Sandusky, Ohio, 
reuniting two newspapers whose his-
tories have been intertwined for nearly 
seven decades.

The acquisition marks the fifth 
newspaper owned by Michigan Inde-
pendent Media Group and brings the 
Tribune Recorder Leader and the Yale 
Expositor back under common owner-
ship for the first time in decades. 

The connection between the two 
publications dates back to the late 
1950s, when publisher Bill Irving 
owned both newspapers. After a devas-
tating fire destroyed the Sandusky Re-
publican Tribune building in 1958, the 
newspaper continued publishing from 
Yale while Sandusky rebuilt. 

“For us, this isn’t simply another 
newspaper acquisition,” said Lonnie 

Scott, CEO of Buried Lede Media. “It’s 
an opportunity to reunite two newspa-
pers with a remarkable shared history. 
When the Tribune’s building burned, 
the Yale Expositor helped keep it alive. 
Today, we’re honored to bring these 
publications back under the same um-

brella and continue the legacy of serv-
ing the community with strong local 
journalism.”

The acquisition continues Michigan 
Independent Media Group’s invest-
ment in local journalism across the 
state. Through its operating company, 
Buried Lede Media, MIMG now pub-
lishes the City Pulse, Tribune Recorder 
Leader, Yale Expositor, Tri-City Times 
and the Hamtramck Review.

In addition, MIMG recently part-
nered with Civic Media to acquire five 
radio stations serving communities 
across Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, ex-
panding its commitment to delivering 
trusted local news across print, digital, 
and broadcast platforms. 

Since acquiring its first newspaper in 
2025, Buried Lede Media has invest-
ed heavily in modernizing local news 
operations while preserving the com-
munity-focused reporting readers ex-

pect. Recent initiatives include launch-
ing new websites, expanding digital 
newsletters, implementing a modern 
content management system across 
its publications, growing newsroom 
staffing, and increasing local reporting 
capacity through partnerships such as 
Report for America. 

The Tribune Recorder Leader will 
continue serving Sandusky and the 
surrounding communities while ben-
efiting from shared technology, op-
erational support, and collaboration 
across the Buried Lede Media network. 

“Our philosophy has always been 
that strong local newspapers create 
stronger communities,” Scott said. 
“We’re not interested in cutting our 
way to survival. We’re investing in 
journalism, in technology, and, most 
importantly, in the communities our 
newspapers serve.” 

Michigan Independent Media Group acquires Tribune Recorder Leader, reuniting historic Thumb-area newspapers

Aaron Iturralde Harold Pope TyJuan Thirdgill

Forum
from page 6
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State of Michigan Probate Court, County of Ingham, Notice of Hearing, File No. 
26-000801-GM-P33. In the matter of Taylor Demerio DeLamarter. To All Interested 
Persons including Taylor Donaldson whose address(es) is/are unknown and whose 
interest in the matter may be barred or affected by the following: Take Notice: A hearings 
will be held on July 15, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. at 341 S. Jefferson St., Mason, MI 48854 
before Judge Richard J. Garcia for the following purpose: Uncontested hearing on petition 
for guardianship of a minor. 6/5/2026. Petitioner: Jolon DeLamarter-Bowers, 1643 N. 
Hagadorn Rd., East Lansing, MI 48823. 517-883-1298. CP#26-254

An abandoned vehicle public auction will be held at PJs Towing, 2200 Olds Ave, 
Lansing MI 48915, on 7/10/26 @11am

2016 Chevy Cruze 1G1PG5SB5G7133143
2008 Mini Cooper WMWMF735X8TT90841
2012 GMC Acadia 1GKKRPED6CJ301796
2017 GMC Acadia 1GKKNWLS0HZ119110
2020 Dodge Charger 2C3CDXBG7LH228571
2017 Infiniti QX60 5N1DL0MM9HC511038
2013 Ford Focus 3FA6P0K95DR207836 CP#26-252

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
 EAST LANSING PLANNING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearings to be held by the East Lansing 
City Council on Tuesday, July 21, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the East Lansing Hannah 
Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823. 
 
1. A public hearing to receive comments on Ordinance 1564, an amendment to Chapter 
50 of the City Code to rezone several properties within the City of East Lansing but with 
DeWitt Township zoning to an appropriate and equivalent East Lansing zone district. The 
properties, parcel numbers, current DeWitt Township zoning, and proposed East Lansing 
zoning are as follows:

Property Address, if 
available Permanent parcel # Current DeWitt 

Township zone 
Proposed City of East 

Lansing zone 

STOLL RD VACANT 19-20-50-24-400-
015 BC* (Business) B2 (Retail Sales Business) 

CHANDLER RD 
VACANT 

19-20-50-25-100-
013 BC* (Business) B2 (Retail Sales Business) 

E STATE RD 
VACANT 

19-20-50-26-400-
026 

M4* (Multiple 
Family) 

RM22 (Medium Density 
Multiple Family) 

2870 E STATE RD 19-20-50-35-100-
030 A* (Agricultural) B4 (Restricted Office 

Business) 

2773 COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-35-400-
046 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

2777 COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-35-400-
050 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

2817 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-35-400-
055 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

2839 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-35-400-
060 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

2855 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-35-400-
065 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

2921 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-60-35-400-
086 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

E COLEMAN RD 
VACANT 

19-20-50-35-400-
090 BC* (Business) RM14 (Low-Density 

Multiple Family) 
E COLEMAN RD 
VACANT 

19-20-50-35-400-
095 BC* (Business) RM14 (Low-Density 

Multiple Family) 
E COLEMAN RD 
VACANT 

19-20-50-35-400-
100 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

E COLEMAN RD 
VACANT 

19-20-50-35-400-
105 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

16757 WEST RD 19-20-50-35-400-
110 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

16785 WEST RD 19-20-50-35-400-
115 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

2842 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-35-400-
120 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

2860 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-35-400-
125 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

2870 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-35-400-
130 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

2982 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-35-400-
140 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

3020 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-35-400-
145 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

2990 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-35-400-
150 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

RM14 (Low-Density 
Multiple Family) 

16825 WEST RD 19-20-50-35-400-
155 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

B4 (Restricted Office 
Business) 

16851 WEST RD 19-20-50-35-400-
160 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

B4 (Restricted Office 
Business) 

16877 WEST RD 19-20-50-35-400-
165 

R3* (Single-Family 
Residential) 

B4 (Restricted Office 
Business) 

3070 E STATE RD 19-20-50-36-200-
005 A* (Agricultural) R2 (Medium Density 

Single-Family Residential) 
LANDLOCKED 
COLEMAN RD 

19-20-50-36-200-
020 A* (Agricultural) R2 (Medium Density 

Single-Family Residential) 

2  A public hearing to receive comments on proposed Ordinance 1573, an amendment to 
Chapter 50 of the City Code (Zoning) to rezone 825 W. Lake Lansing Rd. from RM22 
(Medium-Density Multiple-Family Residential) to RM14 (Low-Density Multiple-Family 
Residential) in order to bring an existing single-family residence into conformity with the 
Zoning Ordinance.

3.  A public hearing to receive comments on proposed Ordinance 1576, amendments to 
Chapter 50 of the City Code, the Zoning Ordinance, to require special use approval for 
multiple-family residential units in certain business districts, clarify requirements for retail 
sales of alcohol for off-site consumption, and add requirements for use of certain building 
incentives.

4.  A public hearing to receive comments on proposed Ordinance 1572, which would 
amend Chapter 50 of the City Code - Zoning, Division 5 - Residential Restriction Overlay 
Districts, to add a new section 50-778, Removal of Property from Rental Restriction 
Overlay Districts.

A staff report (Agenda Item Report) for each public hearing will be published on the City’s 
website the Friday before the meeting. To locate staff reports, please visit the City’s public 
meeting portal at https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ and select the meeting date.

The public may attend and participate at all meetings in person. Members of the public 
may also participate virtually via Zoom.  Please contact City Clerk Emily Gordon at 
517.319.6891 or emily.gordon@cityofeastlansing.com (410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 
48823) for additional information.  Electronic access information is available on the City’s 
public meeting portal at https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/.

Materials related to the request are available for viewing at the Department of Planning, 
Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 
48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s website located at 
www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications.  Written comments may be sent prior to 
the public hearing to City Council, City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, 
Michigan, 48823, or by email to council@cityofeastlansing.com

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services 
must contact the City Council’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 
319-6869 (TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at 
ajwilliams@cityofeastlansing.com.
This notice is posted in compliance with P.A. 267 of 1976 as amended (Open 
Meetings Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in 
compliance with the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

Dated: June 25, 2026     Emily Gordon
East Lansing, MI  48823    City Clerk  CP#26-246

3303 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-36-300-
005 A* (Agricultural) RM14 (Low-Density 

Multiple Family) 

3151 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-36-300-
010 A* (Agricultural) RM14 (Low-Density 

Multiple Family) 
3203 E COLEMAN RD 
VACANT 

19-20-50-36-300-
015 A* (Agricultural) RM14 (Low-Density 

Multiple Family) 

3255 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-36-300-
018 A* (Agricultural) RM14 (Low-Density 

Multiple Family) 
E COLEMAN RD 
VACANT 

19-20-50-36-300-
019 A* (Agricultural) RM14 (Low-Density 

Multiple Family) 

3321 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-36-300-
022 BC* (Business) RM14 (Low-Density 

Multiple Family) 

3341 E COLEMAN RD 19-20-50-36-303-
101 BC* (Business) RM14 (Low-Density 

Multiple Family) 
E COLEMAN RD 
VACANT 

19-20-50-36-303-
102 BC* (Business) RM14 (Low-Density 

Multiple Family) 
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Lansing Pride
More than 30,000 people attended a 
record-breaking Lansing Pride in Old 
Town on Saturday (June 27). 
Here are some scenes from the day.
Photos by Reynie Enger Photography
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NOTICE OF REGISTRATION FOR THE 
PRIMARY ELECTION TO BE HELD ON 

TUESDAY, 04 AUGUST 2026
CITY OF GRAND LEDGE, EATON COUNTY, MICHIGAN

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS of the City of Grand Ledge, Eaton County, Michigan:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that any qualified elector of the City of Grand Ledge who is not 
already registered, may register to vote online at www.mi.gov/vote, at the office of the City 
Clerk; the office of the County Clerk; a Secretary of State branch office, or other designated 
state agency.  Voters who are already registered may update their registration at 
www.expressSOS.com.

The last day for registering online, at the County Clerk’s office or at a Secretary of State 
office will be Monday, 20 July 2026.  After this date, anyone who qualifies as an elector 
may register to vote in person at the City Clerk’s office with proof of residency (MCL 
168.492):

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the following will be submitted to the electors at this 
election: 

Candidates of the Democratic Party and Republican Party seeking nomination to the 
following partisan offices are to be voted for in the City of Grand Ledge: Governor, U.S. 
Senator, U.S. Representative in Congress 7th District, State Representative 77th District 
(Precincts 1, 2, and 3), State Representative 76th District (Precinct 4), and Precinct 
Delegates.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the following proposals will appear on the ballot:

JUVENILE MILLAGE RENEWAL AND RESTORATION PROPOSAL

For the purpose of continuing funding for detaining and housing Eaton County juveniles 
who are delinquent, to provide protective services for abused and neglected children, and to 
operate new and existing prevention and treatment programs for such juveniles and 
children, shall the constitutional limitation upon the total amount of taxes which may be 
assessed in one (1) year upon all taxable real and tangible personal property within the 
County of Eaton, Michigan, be increased in an amount not to exceed 0.35 mill ($0.35 on 
each $1,000 of taxable value) for a period of five (5) years, 2029 to 2033, inclusive and 
shall the County levy such millage for said purposes? This is a renewal of a millage expiring 
in 2028 that has been rolled down over the years to 0.3495 by the Headlee Amendment 
and a restoration of that millage to the original 0.35 mill, and if approved and levied in its 
entirety, this millage will raise an estimated $2,046,777 for juvenile housing and programs 
during the first calendar year of the levy based on taxable value. A small portion of the 
revenue collected (approximately $39,564 in 2029) may be required to be distributed to 
Downtown Development Authorities, Tax Increment Financing Authorities, Local 
Development Financing Authorities, Corridor Improvement Authorities and Brownfield 
Redevelopment Financing Authorities established in the cities of Charlotte, Eaton Rapids, 
Grand Ledge, Potterville, Olivet, Township of Delta, and Village of Bellevue.

Address Regular Business Hours 
Hours on 
Saturday, 

01 August 2026 

Hours on 
Tuesday, 

04 August 2026 

310 Greenwood St. 
Grand Ledge MI 48837 

Monday – Friday
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.

  

 

9-1-1 AND CENTRAL DISPATCH MILLAGE RENEWAL PROPOSAL

For the purpose of continuing funding for a comprehensive, Countywide Enhanced 9-1-1 
Emergency Telephone and Central Dispatch Services, shall the constitutional limitation 
upon the total amount of taxes which may be assessed in one (1) year upon all taxable real 
and tangible personal property within the County of Eaton, Michigan, be increased in an 
amount not to exceed 0.95 mill ($0.95 on each $1,000 of taxable value) for a period of five 
(5) years, 2029 to 2033, inclusive and shall the County levy such millage for said purposes? 
This is a renewal of a millage expiring in 2028 that has been rolled down over the years to 
0.9486 by the Headlee Amendment and a restoration of that millage to the original 0.9500 
mill, and if approved and levied in its entirety, this millage would raise an estimated 
$5,555,537 in the first calendar year of levy to be distributed to Central Dispatch for 
countywide 9-1-1 facilities, functions and services as provided in the Eaton County 9-1-1 
Service Plan. A small portion of the revenue collected (approximately $107,389 in 2029) 
may be required to be distributed to Downtown Development Authorities, Tax Increment 
Financing Authorities, Local Development Financing Authorities, Corridor Improvement 
Authorities and Brownfield Redevelopment Financing Authorities established in the cities of 
Charlotte, Eaton Rapids, Grand Ledge, Potterville, Olivet, Township of Delta, and Village of 
Bellevue.

GRAND LEDGE AREA EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY MILLAGE RENEWAL 
AND RESTORATION PROPOSAL

This proposal will allow the Grand Ledge Area Emergency Services Authority to continue to 
levy up to 2.00 mills that was previously approved by the electors to fund operations for 6 
years Of the 2.00 mills, 1.9551 mills represents a renewal of the 2.00 mills authorization 
approved by the electors in 2020, which expired with the 2025 tax levy and 0.0449 mill 
represents a restoration of that portion of the same millage authority which was reduced by 
application of the Headlee Amendment. Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which 
may be imposed on taxable property in the Grand Ledge Area Emergency Services 
Authority, County of Eaton, Michigan be increased by 2.0000 mills ($2.00 per thousand 
dollars of taxable value) for a period of six (6) years, 2026 to 2031, inclusive, as a renewal 
of the 1.9551 mills previously authorized by the electors which expired with the 2025 levy 
plus new additional millage in the amount of 0.0449 mill, for emergency services authority 
operations? It is estimated that, if levied, the 2.00 mills would raise approximately 
$1,093,466 when first levied in 2026.

SAMPLE BALLOTS may be viewed at www.mi.gov/vote or at the City Clerk’s office.

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS

Any registered voter may request an absent voter ballot.  No reason is required.  The City 
Clerk’s office must have a signed application to issue an Absent Voter Ballot, unless the 
registered voter is on the permanent ballot list.  Applications are available at the City Clerk’s 
office or by visiting https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/.
Monday, 03 August 2026 at 4:00 p.m. is the deadline to request an absent voter ballot 
except for those who register to vote on Election Day.  Absent voter ballots issued on 
Monday, 03 August 2026 may be requested in person at the City Clerk’s office.
Those registering to vote on Election Day, Tuesday, 04 August 2026, are eligible to receive 
an absent voter ballot at the City Clerk’s office.
MONDAY, 20 JULY 2026 – LAST DAY FOR VOTER REGISTRATION OTHER THAN 
IN-PERSON
Persons with special needs as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act should contact 
the City Clerk’s office or call the Michigan Relay Center TDD # 1-800-649-3777.

City of Grand Ledge
Gregory Newman
City Clerk #26-250 
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mayor, Elena Kagan and Ketanji Brown 
Jackson were in favor of the decision, 
while Clarence Thomas, Samuel Alito, 
Neil Gorsuch and Amy Coney Barrett 
dissented. “The government has not 
shown that it is likely to prevail on the 
legal arguments advanced in its stay ap-
plication,” Roberts wrote in his opinion. 
“Acceptance of the government’s posi-
tion would in effect transform the Fed-
eral Reserve’s for-cause protection into 
at-will employment — an interpretive 
leap out of step with the statute Con-
gress enacted and our nation’s tradition 
of central banking protected from polit-
ical interference.”

Emily Barker, a 38-year-old Clin-
ton Township firefighter, was one 
of three who died Saturday in the 
Knowles Fire in western Colorado, 
according to the U.S. Forest Service. 
“We mourn the loss of three firefighters 
who answered the call to protect others 
and made the ultimate sacrifice in ser-
vice to their fellow citizens,” said U.S. 
Wildland Fire Service Chief Brian Fen-
nessy. “Our thoughts are with their fam-
ilies, loved ones, friends and crewmates 
as they face an unimaginable loss. These 
firefighters embodied the courage, pro-
fessionalism and selflessness that define 
the wildland fire service. Please join me 
and my family in keeping our thoughts 
and prayers with the families of the fall-
en and our injured firefighters and their 
families.” Firefighters Nick Hutcherson, 
27 of Glendale, Arizona and Sydney 
Watson, 27, of Warrior, Alabama, also 
died in the fire and two others were se-
riously injured.

Clinton County Animal Control is 
seeking information regarding the 
abandonment of five roosters near 
a gravel pit on Howe Road. Offi-
cials said the roosters were dumped 
there by someone and “left to fend for 
themselves.” They were collected by the 
county and are now being cared for. In-
dividuals with relevant information are 
asked to call animal control at 989-224-
5116.
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

Lansing and 
East Lansing 
are publiciz-
ing the avail-
ability of their 
cooling centers 

as a heat wave is expected to bring 
some of the year’s hottest weather 
this week, with temperatures in the 
mid-90s and heat indices in dan-
gerous territory for many people. 
The cities generally are opening up city 
halls, community centers and libraries 
during regular daytime hours, along 
with buses, malls and other options. 
There are few late-night cooling center 
options, but several emergency home-
less shelters are available. For specific 
locations and hours, visit LansingCity-
Pulse.com or check with the cities.

The Michigan Wa-
terways Stewards 
“officially de-
clared our Cap-
ital City’s Grand 
and Red Cedar 
Rivers, Sycamore 
Creek, all riverside 
parks, and adjacent stretches of 
the Lansing River Trail cleared and 
cleaned,” in a press release and 
held a celebration Tuesday. The 
grassroots cleanup initiative has been 
cleaning the river for more than three 
years and the effort involved thousands 
of volunteers, according to the organi-
zation. Lansing Mayor Andy Schor was 
one of several guest speakers scheduled 
to appear at Rotary Park for the event.

The Fenner 
Conservancy 
was sched-
uled to host 
the official 
opening of 
the new Fen-
ner Nature 

Playscape at Sycamore Creek Tues-
day afternoon, celebrating a proj-
ect designed to “serve as a hub for 
nature-based learning and play for 
all, especially children aged birth to 
five, their families, and educators,” 
according to the Fenner Nature Cen-
ter website. The playscape is built with 
materials like logs, boulders, sand and 
native plants to encourage open-end-
ed play and to allow kids to climb, dig, 
balance, and explore at their own pace. 
Community members were invited to 

attend the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
and to explore the playscape space af-
terward.

A 15-year-old 
male has died 
after being shot 
early Monday 
morning and a 
20-year-old woman was injured, 
according to the Lansing Police De-
partment. The teenager was found in 
the 2100 block of W. Hillsdale Street, 
near the city’s St. Joseph Park, around 
3:30 a.m., according to a police state-
ment. Officers performed attempts 
to save the teen’s life before Lansing 
Township Fire Department personnel 
arrived and took over medical care, 
but he was declared dead at the scene. 
The woman was found with a gunshot 
wound and was treated at a hospital 
for non-life-threatening injuries. Po-
lice added that no arrests have yet been 
made and that this is an active investi-
gation. Anyone with information about 
this homicide is asked to contact the 
LPD at 517-483-4600, Crime Stoppers 
at 517-483-7867, or send a private mes-
sage through the department’s Face-
book page.

Lansing Police Department said 
officers are investigating an ear-
ly Monday morning shooting that 
left a 22-year-old with a gunshot 
wound to the shoulder. The shoot-
ing is believed to have happened in the 
2700 block of Moores River Drive, near 
where a 19-year-old woman was fatally 
shot earlier this month. A man is facing 
charges for the June 5 shooting.

The Eaton County Sheriff’s Office 
told Fox 47 News that reports of gun-
shots at the Lansing Mall on Satur-
day night were fireworks. The noises, 
reported by several people including 
shopkeepers, brought more than a doz-
en police vehicles including most of the 
region’s police departments. No injuries 
were reported and no evidence of gun-
fire was found, and officials told Fox 47 
that fireworks were recovered.

U-M Health Sparrow’s new behav-
ioral health hospital will be named 

the Janice M. Granger Behavioral 
Health Building following what the 
health care system called its larg-
est-ever donation. Hospital spokes-
person John Foren told the Lansing 
State Journal that the donation was 
eight figures, or at least $10 million, 
and was higher than the previous high-
est donation of $5 million. The specific 
donation amount will not be disclosed 
at the request of donors, the Alton L. 
and Janice M. Granger Charitable Gift 
Fund, according to the State Journal. 
U-M board members approved the 64-
bed, $83 million hospital during a Feb-
ruary meeting. It was smaller than the 
original proposal of nearly 100 beds and 
followed a community effort to preserve 
the former Eastern High School.

The prediction 
market compa-
ny Kalshi was 
ordered by In-
gham County Judge Rosemarie E. 
Aquilina Monday to pause its sports 
betting operations in Michigan for 
the next two weeks. Michigan Attor-
ney General Dana Nessel has filed a 
lawsuit against the company, accusing 
it of violating the state’s Lawful Sports 
Betting Act, prompting the restraining 
order. Kalshi allows users to place wa-
gers on the likelihood of sports-related 
outcomes, which Nessel claims is “un-
licensed gambling activity.” She says 
Kalshi has been operating in the state 
without licensing approval from the 
Michigan Gaming Control Board. In 
the order, Judge Aquilina wrote, “Michi-
gan’s legalized gaming industry requires 
those who wish to place wagers to be 21 
years of age or older. Kalshi, however, 
allows people to place wagers beginning 
at age 18. If Kalshi is allowed to contin-
ue to offer sports wagers, the potential 
irreparable harm on Michigan’s youth 
would be profound.”

The U.S. Supreme 
Court voted 5-4 
Monday to reject 
President Trump’s 
bid to delay an in-
junction that would 
have at least tem-
porarily blocked his 
firing of Federal Re-
serve Board of Governors member 
and MSU economist Lisa Cook last 
year. Chief Justice John Roberts and 
Justices Brett Kavanaugh, Sonia Soto-
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By U.S. REP. TOM BARRETT
This week marks 250 years 

since our Founding Fathers bold-
ly embarked on the greatest ex-
periment in self-governance the 
world has ever known. For the 
next two and a half centuries, the 
United States of America would 
chart its own path forward as a 
nation that recognized that each 
person is endowed with the un-
alienable right to life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness.

Against the odds, America grew 
from a fragile new republic into the 
greatest nation in the world. Gen-
erations before us led the world in 
harnessing electricity, building the 
highways and railroads that con-
nected the continent, saving the 
world from tyranny, putting a man 
on the moon, pioneering break-
throughs in medicine and technol-
ogy and by creating opportunities 
that drew generations of people 
from around the world seeking 
freedom and a better future.

Despite these advancements in 
the face of unthinkable adversi-
ty, our nation feels more divided 
than ever — much of which stems 
from a breakdown in trust in our 
government and institutions. If 
we want to preserve this experi-
ment for the next 250 years, we 
need to get back to our founding 
principle: that we are a govern-
ment of the people, by the people, 
for the people.

That’s why I am leading the 
Blueprint for a Better America 
— my bold policy agenda to chal-
lenge the status quo and tackle 
the issues that matter most to ev-
eryday Americans.

The first pillar of my plan is 
restoring trust in government. 
That starts with holding elected 
officials to the same standard of 
integrity Americans expect in ev-
ery other profession and ensuring 
our political system works for the 
people it represents.

I helped lead the introduction 
of the Stop Insider Trading Act 
and the PREDICT Act to ban 
members of Congress from trad-
ing individual stocks and betting 
on prediction markets. I do not 
own any individual stocks and I 
also set an office policy that pro-
hibits my staff from betting on 

prediction markets. Like you, I 
believe that members of Congress 
should serve the public — not 
profit from privileged informa-
tion or the office they hold.

I also introduced legislation 
to require congressional districts 
to be redrawn only once every 
decade following the census. By 
ending mid-decade redistricting, 
we can provide voters with fairer, 
more stable representation and 
reduce politically motivated ger-
rymandering battles that under-
mine confidence in our elections.

My Blueprint for a Better Amer-
ica doesn’t stop at restoring trust 
in government. Another key pillar 
is reforming campaign finance so 
our elections belong to voters — 
not the biggest checkbooks.

I introduced a constitutional 
amendment to restore the au-
thority of Congress and the states 
to enact reasonable campaign 
finance reforms, 
including limits on 
corporate spending 
in elections. Giving 
elected representa-
tives the ability to 
establish common-
sense guardrails 
would help ensure 
that every Ameri-
can’s voice carries 
weight, not just those with the 
deepest pockets.

None of these reforms alone will 
restore faith in our government. 
But together, they represent a 
commitment to making Washing-
ton more accountable, more trans-
parent, and more responsive to the 
people it serves.

As the United States celebrates 
250 years of self-governance, 
we should remember that our 
founders entrusted this repub-
lic not to politicians, but to the 
American people.

Our responsibility is to preserve 
that trust for the next 250 years by 
building a government worthy of 
the people it represents. 

To read my full Blueprint for 
a Better America, you can visit 
barrett.house.gov/reform. Hap-
py Independence Day, and hap-
py 250th birthday to the Unit-
ed States of America, my home 
sweet home.

By BRIDGET BRINK
This week marks two and a half centuries since 

America declared our independence and reject-
ed the tyranny of Great Britain’s king. In the 250 
years since, the generations before us have faced 
challenges and triumphs that make us who we are.

But this July Fourth, I fear the promise of the 
American dream is slipping away for the generations 
of the next 250 years — not only our kids, but our 
kids’ kids and beyond. We have faced critical mo-
ments since the founding of our nation. And we have 
always found a way to come out stronger. But we 
need to act with urgency; there is too much at stake.

Our independent democracy has long been 
a beacon of hope and possibility for so many, 
including myself. My family was built on the 
American dream:

I’m the granddaughter of a Lansing autoworker 
who worked at the Oldsmobile plant before ship-
ping off to fight Hitler in Europe, leaving his new-
born, my mom, behind. My grandparents did not 
see each other for three years, and my mom didn’t 
know her own dad when he came home, but they 
understood fighting for freedom was right.

My mom became the first in our family to 
go to college, graduating from 
Michigan State University and 
becoming a public school teach-
er. She raised my sister and me as 
a single mom, and to make ends 
meet, we lived with my grand-
parents. I’m a product of Mich-
igan public schools, and my fam-
ily taught me the values of hard 
work, integrity, and doing the 
right thing — no matter what.

Those values inspired me to 
proudly serve our country for 28 years under 
five presidents in the U.S. Foreign Service. I 
started my career in war zones, served on Pres-
ident Obama’s National Security Council, and 
worked my way up to serve as ambassador twice, 
including being the first woman to serve as U.S. 
ambassador in a war zone. For three years, I led 
the American on-the-ground effort in Ukraine, 
working under daily missile and drone attacks to 
repel Russia’s full-scale invasion and to fight for 
democracy. But when Trump kept siding with 
Putin, I knew I had to leave my career behind 
to resign in protest, to speak out against Trump 
and to run for Congress here at home in Lansing.

That is my American dream — that the grand-
daughter of an autoworker, daughter of a single 
mom, can grow up to serve in the White House and 
a war zone. Only in America could I leave behind 
my career to speak out publicly about the harm 
to American interests from President Trump and 
come home to earn the support of my community to 
represent them in Congress. Because standing up to 
dictators and tyranny is what America was built on.

The American dream means that with a strong 
education and hard work, anyone, no matter 
where they start in life, has a fair shot to succeed. 

But today, the American dream, the promise of 
our democracy, is out of reach for too many.

I spent my entire career working in young 
democracies that emerged after the fall of 
communism’s Iron Curtain. I know the warn-
ing signs of an assault on democracy — and 
we’ve seen them right here in America under 
President Trump. They include:

Weaponizing our justice system against per-
ceived political opponents, including elected 
leaders, journalists, businesses, and universities.

Militarizing our federal agents against our 
own citizens, including deadly violence in Min-
neapolis that killed Renee Good and Alex Pretti, 
and covering up the truth.

Abusing presidential power to amass a per-
sonal fortune, including accepting “gifts” of a 
$400 million plane from a foreign country.

Launching foreign conflicts to distract from 
problems at home, with a war in Iran without 
justification or a clear strategic objective. Wast-
ing billions of taxpayer dollars, putting our 
service members in harm’s way while sticking 
Michigan families with the bill and sky-high gas 
prices of nearly $5 a gallon.

Alone, each of these is a red flag.
Together, they point to a clear and present 

danger for our democracy.
We need to meet this critical moment in a 

way that honors the sacrifice of the generations 
who came before us and secures conditions for 
success for those who will follow for America’s 
next 250 years.

We must hold fast to who we are — a just and 
hard-working people, united in our love of free-
dom and the values that founded our nation, 
a 250-year-old experiment in democracy built 
on a free media, independent institutions, and 
checks and balances on power.

A government of the people, by the people, 
and for the people that leads with our values 
at home and abroad, showing leadership in the 
face of aggression, whether it’s an assault on our 
democratic values or on our democratic neigh-
bors — not weakness or complicity.

It also means understanding that this crisis 
comes from the belief that the American dream 
is no longer possible as a result of a cost-of-
living emergency that makes groceries, health 
care, and housing unaffordable for so many.

We have faced grave moments since the 
founding of our nation. And we have always 
found a way to come out stronger. If we can ad-
dress this moment now, we will set the condi-
tions for our future success.

This is why I left my career, spoke out against 
Donald Trump, and decided to run for Con-
gress.  It’s about our kids and theirs.

I will never stop believing in the need for 
American leadership to secure our own future 
and offer the beacon of hope and possibility 
for every Michigander, every American, and so 
many others around the world.

America 250 years later:  
Restoring the foundation of trust

Warning signs from Trump’s assault on our democracy 
put the American dream at risk for the next 250 years

In celebration of Amer-
ica’s 250th anniver-

sary, City Pulse asked 
candidates for the 7th 
Congressional District 
seat to write an opin-

ion piece for this issue. 
Early voting has started 

in the primary race.
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By MATT MAASDAM
I’ve been thinking about a line from 

“Pulp Fiction” where The Wolf says, “Just 
because you are a character doesn’t mean 
you have character.”

Two hundred and fifty years into the 
American experiment, we’ve had leaders 
of both kinds. We’ve had leaders of char-
acter who put the country before their 
own interests. They stuck to their prin-
ciples under pressure and were willing to 
sacrifice for something bigger than them-
selves. We’ve also seen plenty of characters 
who grab attention, dominate headlines, 
and make politics about themselves. To-
day, that’s who I see rising to the top of 
our politics, from the White House on 
down, in both parties. America is paying 
the price.

There’s a quote from Theodore Roo-
sevelt hanging on the wall in my house: 
“Character, in the long run, is the decisive 
factor in the life of an individual and of 
nations alike.”

Roosevelt understood that character 
isn’t just about how one person behaves. 
The standards we, as citizens, set for our 
leaders eventually become the standards 
we live with as a country. What we tolerate 
and reward, we get. If we reward service, 
sacrifice, honesty, and integrity, we’ll get 
more of those traits. If we tolerate self-in-
terest, greed, and spectacle, we’ll get more 
of that, too.

An America with character is an Amer-
ica that lives up to its values of freedom 
and fairness.

But we’re not living up to that today. 
Right now, a small group of super wealthy, 
well-connected people play by a different 
set of rules. They get special treatment, 
tax breaks, inside deals, and a government 
that always seems ready to answer their 
phone calls.

Meanwhile, an autoworker on the line 
at Lansing Delta Township works over-
time but wonders why their extra pay-
check disappears quicker at the grocery 
store. A teacher in Mason sees health in-
surance cost more every year while class-
room budgets get tighter. Families who 
do everything right still feel like they are 
one medical emergency from losing every-
thing.

That happens when character gives 
way to self-interest and the people at the 
top stop believing the American dream 
belongs to everyone. It erodes trust and 
drives a wedge in our community.

When I think about character, one el-
ement missing from today’s politics is 
virtue, or moral excellence. I was in Phila-

delphia with my family for a hockey tour-
nament a few months ago. We went to In-
dependence Hall, and “Virtue” was one of 
the three words on the wall. It’s not about 
being perfect. It’s about sticking to the 
truth even when it’s hard, keeping your 
word, putting others before yourself, and 
doing what’s right, even when it costs you 
something.

We lived by character in the SEAL 
Teams, and I saw those same values while 
serving as President Obama’s military 
aide, carrying the nuclear codes. Char-
acter wasn’t measured by how tough you 
looked. It was measured by how well you 
exemplified the values of teamwork, judg-
ment, passion, integrity, and courage — 
by whether you put the team first and the 
mission ahead of yourself. I’d like to see 
that same standard applied to our politics.

An America with character lives up to 
our promise of freedom and 
equality by making sure ev-
eryone has a strong founda-
tion: a country where every 
kid gets a great education, 
and if you work hard, you 
can eventually buy a house, 
raise a family, have good, 
affordable healthcare, and 
have enough left over that 
you can put money away for 
retirement.

From there, the sky should be the lim-
it. America is the most innovative coun-
try in the world. This is the place where 
someone with a great idea can work hard, 
start a business, invent, build wealth, and 
hopefully give back. That’s the American 
dream — it’s not a promise that everyone 
ends up in the same place, but a promise 
that everyone has a fair and just chance of 
getting there.

Our founders didn’t leave us a per-
fect union; they left us the challenge of a 
“more perfect union.” A set of ideals that 
every generation has had to fight for to 
inch us a little closer to perfection — by 
preserving the union, expanding the right 
to vote, building the middle class, advanc-
ing civil rights.

Now, as we celebrate America’s 250th 
birthday, it’s our turn. For the next few 
years, I challenge all of us to spend less 
time focused on characters and more time 
rewarding character as we seek our next 
leaders. The American dream is a moral 
promise. The leaders we elect need to re-
store and extend that vow to every Amer-
ican, so we can continue to build our next 
250 years toward a virtuous tomorrow.

By WILLIAM LAWRENCE
Voters didn’t know it, but next 

week, all three Democratic congres-
sional candidates were scheduled for 
a televised debate. That debate is now 
cancelled because, after months of dis-
cussion, my Democratic opponents re-
fused to accept the terms of the debate. 

Exactly why they refused is unclear, 
but the bottom line is: It’s disappoint-
ing. I’ve been hearing for months from 
voters about their excitement to see a 
real debate. And it would have provid-
ed Democrats with the opportunity to 
show clear contrast with our no-show 
Representative, Tom Barrett.

While some public officials go above 
and beyond to serve their constituents, 
Congressman Tom Barrett shrinks and 
hides. Constituents receive canned 
email responses, if any response at all. 
It’s nearly impossible to directly speak 

with his office, let alone 
with him.

While voters struggle 
to pay the bills, Barrett 
has enriched himself us-
ing campaign accounts. 
He paid $50,000 to 
his wife’s law firm and 
claimed over $30,000 
in mileage reimburse-
ments — many times 
more than any other 

Michigan representative, and enough 
to circle the globe. Barrett takes after 
Donald Trump and his sons, who have 
elevated corruption and graft to an art 
form.

I’m running to replace Barrett be-
cause mid-Michigan voters are ready 
for a change. I haven’t been waiting 
until I’m in Congress to meet that need 
for change. Barrett still hasn’t held a 
single unscripted town hall; I pulled 
up a desk in front of his office for seven 
hours straight and answered all ques-
tions. He voted to kick 500,000 Mich-
igan children off of food stamps; I 
helped feed over 5,000 people through 
the Greater Lansing Food Bank and 
Mulliken Food Pantry. He voted to 
raise our healthcare premiums; I 
raised funds to cancel $130,000 of 
medical debt.

The contrast is clear: Barrett hides, 
I show up. He doesn’t care about the 
people, I do.

That’s exactly the kind of contrast a 
debate could have driven home to vot-
ers between Barrett and his Democrat-
ic challengers. 

A debate between the three Demo-

cratic candidates for the 7th Congres-
sional District had been scheduled for 
July 9 by Fox 47. It had been months 
in the making and would have been 
the best opportunity for voters to hear 
directly from the Democrats asking 
to represent them. It could have been 
a great night for local Democrats — 
three strong candidates delivering our 
critique of Barrett for 90 minutes in 
prime time. 

Instead, Brink and Maasdam 
backed out from the debate.

They claim to have not agreed to the 
rules, but here’s the thing. They pro-
posed rule changes, which I agreed to, 
and then, at the last minute, they said 
they didn’t agree to the rules. I offered 
to talk through other changes and was 
turned down. 

Local TV watchers can attest that 
Brink and Maasdam aren’t shy about 
appearing on air. They’re flooding the 
airwaves with endless advertisements 
boosting themselves and smearing 
each other. This plays to their strength, 
which is hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in campaign contributions 
from Wall Street and Silicon Valley 
partners, health insurance CEOs, and 
war lobbyists. It seems that Brink and 
Maasdam would rather be on TV in 
ways they can control: in 30 second 
ad spots, instead of answering for their 
records on the debate stage.

Democratic voters deserve better. If 
you’re not prepared to debate me in a 
primary, how can the voters trust that 
you’ll debate Barrett effectively? If you 
haven’t shown up to serve the people 
along the course of the campaign, why 
should you be trusted to serve them in 
office?

My teachers at East Lansing Public 
Schools and my elders at Edgewood 
United Church taught me that mean-
ingful change begins by showing up. 
That’s what I’ve done throughout my 
career, throughout this campaign, and 
that’s what I’ll continue to do.

On July 9 at 5:30 p.m., in lieu of 
the previously scheduled debate, I’ll be 
at the Capital Area District Libraries’ 
downtown auditorium. We have in-
vited Brink and Maasdam to appear 
and debate with a neutral modera-
tor. If they don’t show, we’ll turn the 
event into a public town hall where I 
will hear all questions without filter, 
share my perspective without fear, and 
dialogue with neighbors to learn and 
grow together. 

Restoring the American dream, 
beginning with character

I’m running for Congress to answer the tough 
questions. My opponents can’t say the same

Democratic candidates 
Bridget Brink, William 

Lawrence and Matt 
Maasdam are compet-

ing in the August prima-
ry to see who will face 
Republican U.S. Rep. 

Tom Barrett in Novem-
ber’s general election. 
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June 16, 2026, at 6:00 pm -   Present: Supervisor Stroud, Clerk Briggs-Dudley, Treasurer 
C. Hoppes, Trustee Currie, Trustee M. Hoppes and 10 citizens
Board Actions:
1)   Approved rezoning application for parcel on South Clintonia Road to Mineral 
Resource Extraction. 
2)   Approved payment of bills for June 2026. 
3)   Approved painting of the hall kitchen.
4)   Approved Treasurer and Supervisor to complete the summer tax newsletter.
5)   Approved changes to the signators of the checking account.
6)   Approved budget amendment for FY 25-26.
7)   Approved budget amendment for FY 26-27.
8)   Approved renewal of Clinton County Catalyst agreement.

A complete copy of the minutes is available by contacting Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Clerk.
Next regular meeting of the Eagle Township Board is July 21, 2026, at 6 pm at Eagle 
Township Hall, 14318 Michigan St, Eagle, MI.   See www.eagletownshipmi.gov for latest 
updates.

Prepared by:    Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Eagle Township Clerk  
Approved by: Troy Stroud, Eagle Township Supervisor CP#26-248

EAGLE TOWNSHIP, CLINTON COUNTY
BOARD MEETING SYNOPSIS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
 EAST LANSING PLANNING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearings to be held by the East Lansing 
Planning Commission on Wednesday, July 22, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the East Lansing 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823. 

1. A public hearing to receive comments on a parking plan for a mixed-use building at 
401, 421 & 427 E. Grand River Avenue proposed by Evan Williams on behalf of Harbor 
Bay Ventures.

2. A public hearing to receive comments on a parking plan for a mixed-use building at 530 
Albert Avenue proposed by Cody Dietrich on behalf of TDP Acquisitions, LLC.

3. A public hearing to receive comments on a proposal from The Graduate East Lansing 
to reconfigure an existing plaza space at 133 Evergreen Avenue by adding five parking 
spaces and one van-accessible space.

The public may attend and participate in all meetings in person. Members of the public 
may participate electronically in all meetings.  Please visit the City’s public meeting portal 
for electronic meeting access information or contact staff for more information:

Landon Bartley, AICP, Principal Planner
410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823

517.319.6930 or lbartley@cityofeastlansing.com
https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ 

A staff report (Agenda Item Report) for each public hearing will be published on the City’s 
website the Friday before the meeting. To locate staff reports, please visit the City’s public 
meeting portal at https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ and select the meeting date.

Materials related to the request are available for viewing at the Department of Planning, 
Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 
48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s website located at 
www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications.  Written comments may be sent prior to 
the public hearing to the Planning Commission, City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to coelplanningcommission@cityofeastlansing.com. 
Written comments must be submitted no later than 5:00 pm on the business day prior to 
the meeting.
 
The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being 
considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the 
City seven (7) calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring 
aids or services must contact the Planning, Building and Development Office, (517) 
319-6930 (TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at ldegarmo@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open 
Meetings Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in 
compliance with the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

Dated: June 25, 2026   Emily Gordon 
East Lansing, MI  48823   City Clerk 

Notice is hereby given that the Director of the Department of Community Planning and 
Development of the Charter Township of Meridian will hold a public hearing on Thursday 
July 16, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. in the Meridian Municipal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 (phone 517-853-4560) to hear all persons interested in a 
request from SP Holding Company for a minor amendment to the mixed use planned unit 
development approval for the Haslett Village project.

The developer is proposing to reduce the number of residential units from 290 to 185. The 
approximate 19.04-acre project site is zoned C-2, Commercial, and is located on the 
southwest corner of Marsh Road and Haslett Road at 1621 & 1655 Haslett Road. The 
following parcels are included in the project: 33-02-02-10-401-008 and 
33-02-02-10-401-009.

Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and 
Development, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday and on the Township website at 
https://www.meridian.mi.us/government/at-your-fingertips/current-applications-before-meri
dian-township. Written comments may be sent prior to the public hearing to Brian 
Shorkey, AICP, Principal Planner, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to shorkey@meridian.mi.us.   

CP#26-247

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM
COUNTY

LEGAL AD NOTICE: Mixed Use Planned Unit 
Development #26021

(SP Holding Company)

TUESDAY, July 16, 2026

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Mixed Use Planned Unit Development #26021
(SP Holding Company)

Public Hearing

Angela Demas, Township Clerk
July 1, 2026

   The Ingham County Drain Commissioner (“ICDC”) has determined that a Drain Easement 
held by the Atzinger Drain Drainage District, a public body corporate (“Drainage District”) 
established pursuant to the Michigan Drain Code of 1956, 1956 P.A. 40, as amended, MCL 
280.1 et seq. (“Drain Code”), as amended, is no longer necessary for drainage purposes. 
The ICDC proposes to release, convey and abandon all of its rights, title and interests in the 
Release of Right of Way, dated September 23, 1980, and recorded on October 24, 1980 at 
Liber 1347, Page 99 of the Ingham County Records (“Drain Easement”), to the fee owner of 
the property herein described in accordance with Section 6 of the Drain Code, MCL 280.6.

   The Drain Easement to be released, conveyed, and abandoned is located over and 
across the following land in Wheatfield Township, County of Ingham, State of Michigan, 
described herein:

Parcel No. 33-07-07-03-400-001

   WFD 3-9 W 1/2 OF SE 1/4 OF SEC3 T3N R1E 80 A.

The Drain Easement to be released, conveyed, and abandoned is described as:

   In accordance with Section 6 of Act 40 of the Public Act of 1956, as amended, at the 
office of the Ingham County Drain Commissioner, 707 Buhl, Mason, Michigan 48854, on 
July 31, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., the Drain Commissioner shall meet upon 
this proposed release of a Drain Easement and any taxpayer may appear to protest 
said release.

   After said date, the Drain Commissioner may release and convey the above-described 
Drain Easement to the fee owner on behalf of the Atzinger Drain Drainage District.

Dated: June 25, 2026 Patrick E. Lindemann 
Ingham County Drain Commissioner CP#26-253

NOTICE OF INTENT TO RELEASE DRAIN EASEMENT

A permanent easement being a strip of land thirty (30) feet wide, fifteen (15) feet either 
side of the center line of the Atzinger Drain - Branch No. 1 across a parcel of land 
described as the west ½ of the southeast ¼ of section 3, T3N, R1E, Wheatfield 
Township, Ingham County, Michigan; and a construction easement being a strip of land 
eighty (80) feet wide, forty (40) feet either side of the center line of the Atzinger Drain - 
Branch No. 1 across a parcel of land described as the west ½ of the southeast ¼ of 
Section 3, T3N, R1E, Wheatfield Township, Ingham County, Michigan.

CP#26-245
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Where Cash and Curiosity Meet
The MSUFCU Money Lab is a kid-friendly interactive space for 
parents and children to experience banking together.

The Money Lab is available exclusively to MSUFCU members, 
located at 311 Abbot Road in downtown East Lansing.

Learn More
msufcu.org/moneylab

Federally insured by NCUA

By KENT TISDALE 
As a member of a county Republican 

Party in the ‘90s, I would hear jokes 
about dead Democrats voting in De-
troit and how Chicago gave Kennedy 
the win in the ‘60s.

I never gave it much thought 
until the 2020 election and the 
years that have  followed. 

Could it be true? Is the system really 
that porous?

So, I looked into it. And I was sur-
prised to see where it led me. Now I 
know that every politician knows what 
I know. The answer is obvious.

The Heritage Foundation has stud-
ied voter fraud for years. 

From 1982 to 2025, their study 
found a total of 1,620 issues of fraudu-
lent votes, including 100 non-citizens, 
two deceased voters, 251 felons and 25 
non-residents. This is out of billions of 
votes from 45 years of voting through-
out this country. (Michigan had 19 of 
those issues.) 

The CATO Institute did a study of 
recent voter roll audits, looking for 
non-citizens. Out of 8.2 million reg-
istered Georgia voters, there were 20 
non-citizens. Two out of 2.5 million 
registered voters in Maricopa County, 
Arizona, were non-citizens. No votes 
had been cast. 

Recently in Michigan, the Macomb 
County clerk claimed that 15 non-cit-
izens out of 724,000 registered voters 
were on the rolls. 

Of those, three had a history of vot-
ing. It turns out three of the 15 were 
legal citizens, four had already been 
removed, and the remaining eight had 
the proof of citizenship that was re-
quested, but they were flagged. 

In the 2020 presidential election, 
there have been claims supporting 
both sides. 

I wanted to know what happened 
in the court cases where real evidence 
was presented rather than hearsay or 
photo tricks or bull. Courts consis-
tently found no evidence of miscon-
duct or fraud, or anything that would 
come close to altering elections, and 
lawsuits were found to be frivolous. 

The only logical conclusion is that 
the results are legit.

Is there voter fraud? The technical 
answer is yes, but on a scale so small 
that it is almost non-existent.

But still, how possible is it to create 
the number of votes to change an elec-
tion? I need to understand how it all 
works. 

I want fair elections, I want to stay 
non-partisan and avoid going down 

any rabbit holes of misinformation. 
I found myself working with some 
like-minded people, and we hooked 
up with a non-partisan organization 
called Michigan Country. 

Michigan Country’s mission is to 
“bring people together” through 
community organizing and 
working to inform voters. 

Our keystone project is the 
Anatomy of an Election Roadshow. 
Currently, there are presentations 
scheduled in Lansing, Charlotte and 
Indian River, with more to come. 

The key to combating misinforma-
tion about our elections is education. 

My group is focused on election in-
spectors. 

It’s easy for me to see that our pol-

iticians know the election process is 
secure. Those politicians who won’t 
admit it are playing us for fools and 
sowing extremely harmful seeds of 
mistrust.

Will there be havoc created in the 
run-up to November? I don’t know. 

I do know involvement is our cure, 
our healing remedy. 

You can sign up at your local clerk’s 
office and work the election (and get 
paid). 

If you’re into party politics, you sign 
up through the parties. 

But if you want to stay non-parti-
san, then my group would love to have 
you help us maintain our election in-
tegrity. 

Join us!

A one-time Republican looks at voting integrity

Opinion
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By KYLE MELINN
A planned televised debate for the 

three Democratic candidates run-
ning for Michigan’s open 
Seventh Congressional 
District seat has been can-
celed after the campaigns 
and organizers failed to 
reach an agreement on 
debate terms.

Candidate William 
Lawrence said Mon-
day (June 29) that a planned July 9 
debate hosted by Fox 47 would not 
move forward after fellow candidates 
Bridget Brink and Matt Maasdam de-
clined to agree to the proposed rules.

“Voters deserve to hear all the 
candidates answer tough questions 
and debate the issues,” Lawrence said 
in a statement, adding that he was 
disappointed by the cancellation and 
would instead hold a town hall July 9 
at the Capital Area District Libraries’ 
downtown branch, leaving “an open 
seat” for his opponents should they 
choose to attend.

According to Lawrence’s campaign, 
the proposed debate would have 
featured a moderator and media 
panel during a 60-minute program 
with opening and closing statements, 
audience questions and rebuttal 
periods.

Brink campaign manager Sam 
Boorstyn described the televised de-
bate falling apart this way: “All three 
candidates and the debate organizers 
were not able to come to an agree-
ment on terms for a debate.”

Boorstyn noted that Brink has par-
ticipated in nearly 100 public events 
and more than 70 press interviews 
since launching her campaign and 
has appeared at multiple candidate 
forums across the district.

Maasdam campaign spokesperson 
Emma Grundhauser likewise em-
phasized Maasdam’s participation 
in public events, noting that he has 
taken part in five public forums this 
year, including one streamed live by 
WLNS two weeks ago, and plans to 
participate in the League of Women 
Voters’ forum later this week.

Maasdam, Brink and their sup-
porters are running more than a 
combined $1 million worth of ads 
on broadcast TV. Lawrence’s first 
television ad this week features his 
opposition to data centers.

The Democratic primary winner 
will advance to face Republican U.S. 
Rep. Tom Barrett (R-Charlotte).

Pro-Maasdam PAC accused of not 
disclosing AI in new ad 

A pro-Matt Maasdam political action 
committee is being accused of not dis-
closing its use of artificial intelligence 
in its latest television ad targeting one 
of Maasdam’s MI-7 primary opponents 
— Bridget Brink — in conflict with a 
recent state law, according to a com-
plaint filed Monday with the secretary 
of state.  

The Washington, D.C.-based Mich-
igan Values PAC is behind the new spot 
that shows President Donald Trump 
holding a picture of Brink, who was his 
former pick to be ambassador to the Slo-
vak Republic — something that clearly 
never happened, wrote Cheree De Golia 
of Lansing. 

“Disgust,” responded De Golia when 
asked about her first thought when she 
saw the ad. “I don’t like anything that is a 
lie. I don’t tolerate a lie. I am a registered 
Republican, but I’m with Bridget 100% . 
. . and I’m not going to let this happen.” 

The 30-second spot focuses on Trump 
picking Brink to be the U.S. Ambassador 
to the Slovak Republic, but the ad does 
it by having Trump pick up a photo of 
Brink, which “clearly” didn’t happen, 
according to the complaint. 

“Bridget Brink worked for Trump. 
She doesn’t work for Michigan,” the ad’s 
narrator says. 

Under the 2024 law, anyone using AI 
without disclosing it in the advertisement 
can be fined $250 the first time and 
$1,000 every time after that. 

“Matt Maasdam and his out-of-state 
dark money allies are attacking me with 
AI deepfakes that mislead voters about 
my proven record of standing up to 
Trump,” Brink said. 

The ad is part of $1.1 million in 
pro-Maasdam spending from outside 
groups. Maasdam’s own campaign is 
spending $301,655 in TV ads as absentee 
ballots were mailed out last week, the 
beginning of voting season. 

The largest chunk comes from a 501(c) 
(4) that financially assists Democratic 
military veterans running for office. 
VoteVets is putting $750,000 on the air 
in support of Maasdam, a former Navy 
SEAL.  

The third pro-Maasdam entity, Project 
218, is spending $50,000 on mail. 

Grundauser said, “Maasdam is run-
ning for Congress to clean up our corrupt 
political system and get dark money out 
of politics.” 

 (Kyle Melinn is the editor of the Cap-
itol news service MIRS. You can email 
him at melinnky@gmail.com)

Fox 47 debate for 7th Congressional 
District Democrats canceled

POLITICS

Happy Pride

All People Deserve Love

Be on the lookout for these stickers 
and share the message as often as you 

can.
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Protesting since day one  
The story of America’s 250th and 150 years of the Michigan Capitol
By MIKE ELLIS
Figuring out how to honor America’s 250th birthday 

required a bit of threading the needle this year, said Bill 
Castanier, president of the Historical Society of Greater 
Lansing.

“Michigan doesn’t really have a 
direct role in the Declaration of 
Independence,” he said.

But Lansing is home to one of 
the quintessential American spac-
es and places to practice what the 
founders preached: The Capitol 
yards were built in part to hold up 
the First Amendment’s freedom of 
assembly.

Before Michigan’s Capitol was 
finished, there were people gath-
ering on the steps to have their 
voices heard, said Jacob McCor-
mick, the Capitol’s photo archivist 
and curator of a new exhibit celebrating 150 years of peo-
ple treating the Capitol as their own bullhorn.

“The Capitol Square, from day one, was the people’s 
forum,” McCormick said.

The Historical Society of Greater Lansing is hosting a 
photographic exhibition showing the past 150 years of 

public demonstrations, rallies and celebrations that have 
taken place on the lawn, on the steps and in the rotunda 
of Michigan’s state Capitol.

The first documented gatherings at Michigan’s current 
Capitol building — its third — were in 1878 on the steps, 

even before the doors were hung, Mc-
Cormick said.

The exhibit includes photos of peo-
ple at what could be considered cele-
brations, like the dedication of the Aus-
tin Blair statue as well as more 
passionate gatherings like the 
1937 Labor Day holiday in 
Lansing and march-
es by Michigan State 
University students 
and faculty during 
the Vietnam War.

Those have been 
some of the largest 
gatherings at the Cap-

itol, with tens of thousands of people 
likely present, but the exhibit also turns 
the photographer’s lenses on solitary 

See Protesting, Page 18

Photos by David Olds, Gary 
Shrewsbury, Ariniko O’Meara, 
Dave Trumpie, Raymond Holt, 
Matthew Dae Smith, Randy H., 
Jeremy Herliczek, the estate of 

Bonnie Bucqueroux, Mead & 
Jennings, Linns, Michael Quilli-

nan, Maureen Michel, Bruce 
Cornelius, Michigan Daily,  the 

Michigan State Capitol Commis-
sion and Bill Mitchum.
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solo demonstrations, because the First 
Amendment isn’t about numbers.

“The right to advocate in public spaces 
is baked into our democratic system, and 
nowhere is that right more obvious than 
at Michigan’s state Capitol, where tens of 
thousands of rallies and demonstrations 
have occurred in the nearly 150 years 
since the state Capitol was constructed 
with the intent to use its broad lawn as a 
gathering place,” Castanier said.

The photos will run the gamut from 
peaceful and generally popular demon-
strations to celebrations (like Oldsmo-
bile anniversaries with cars climbing 
the stairs) to uncomfortable pictures of 
neo-Nazi groups flexing their right to 
protest.

The Capitol Square has hosted John 
F. Kennedy, Teddy Roosevelt, governors, 
Joe the Plumber, anti-war and Right to 
Work demonstrators, Rosie the Riveters, 
doctors, lawyers, teachers and sports and 
entertainment stars.

Even a devil-nun, Ronald McDonald 
and a giant inflatable Mickey Mouse have 
made appearances.

The photos will go up Saturday (July 
4) and will be on display through the fall 
at Lansing Community College’s Rog-
ers-Carrier House, the site of the Histori-
cal Society’s new museum.

“Our collaboration with America-
250MI helps share the inspiring stories 
of freedom of assembly that have taken 
place at the state Capitol during its 150-
year history,” Castanier said.

Part of the experience will be a 30-min-
ute documentary featuring interviews 
with the exhibit photographers, coming 
later this year.

The photographers are David Olds, 
Gary Shrewsbury, Ariniko O’Meara, Dave 
Trumpie, Raymond Holt, Matthew Dae 
Smith, Randy H.,  Jeremy Herliczek, the 
estate of Bonnie Bucqueroux, Mead & 
Jennings, Linns, Michael Quillinan, Mau-
reen Michel,  Bruce Cornelius,  Michigan 
Daily,  the Michigan State Capitol Com-
mission and Bill Mitchum.

Castanier said the exhibit will help cre-
ate what is believed to be the first archive 
of such photos in the state and will be a 
valuable resource for historians and the 
general public to understand the Capitol 
as well as its celebrations and protests.

Protests
Protests were conceived in America’s 

founding documents, said Danielle K. 
Brown, an assistant professor at Michi-
gan State University who has researched 
protests.

“They’re a space to address grievances 
that haven’t been addressed in the sys-
tems that are available,” she said. “It’s a 
healthy part of a democracy.”

The Constitution is unambiguous 
about allowing people that freedom, said 
Elizabeth Faue, a Wayne State University 
history professor and director of Labor@
Wayne, whose research includes activism 
by teachers and nurses.

“The Constitution is unambiguous 
about your rights, but there are lots of 
steps,” she said. “I think right now there 
is certainly a perspective by some in the 
(Trump) administration — and I don’t 
know how passionately it’s held because 
we’re in a time of testing the boundaries 
— but it says that criticism of the govern-
ment is illegal. It’s not. Part of this is de-
fining what loyalty to the nation is. Is it 
defined as loyalty to a person, or a party, 
or to specific principles beyond the Con-

stitution? And what is freedom, and what 
are our rights? These are all political de-
bates that go far back in our history.”

American protesting is at risk right 
now, said Jack MacQuaig, a history 
teacher and union activist who has been 
involved as a community organizer with 
Rent Is Too Damn High as well as envi-
ronmental justice groups and at Michi-
gan State University.

He said that his earlier activism in col-
lege was often treated with “kid gloves” 
and generally dismissed or ignored, easy 
to whistle and walk past. Starve the argu-
ment by not giving it attention.

What MacQuaig sees now is a dramat-
ic shift, with authorities being more ea-
ger to get on the offensive side to remove 
and punish agitators instead of looking 
past them.

“Where we’re at now is that the rights 
are definitely under attack. Things are 

getting more difficult, especially de-
pending on who you are and what 
you’re protesting,” he said. “Over the 
last 60 years, protest had gotten insti-
tutionalized, but now it’s being litigat-
ed, and we’re at ‘do  we actually like dis-
sent in our country or not?’”

MacQuaig said incidents like the kill-
ings of Renee Good and Alex Pretti and 
the Department of Justice indictment 
of eight pro-Palestinian activists follow-
ing University of Michigan protests are 
some of many examples of how protest 
rights are at risk.

He said the large protests are on one 
hand heartening, and his study of history 
shows examples of rights being restored, 
but he has been frustrated by the lack of 
change as well.

“We’ve seen multiple occasions where 
we’ve had record-breaking numbers of 

Protesting
from page 17

See Protesting, Page 19
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people out in the streets demonstrating, 
including in 2020 with Black Lives Mat-
ter,” MacQuaig said. “I think when I was 
growing up, you had the idea of protests 
given as part of our culture in this coun-
try, and I think that people have seen go-
ing out into the streets as part of our cul-
ture in this country.”

How to have an effective protest
One of the biggest misconceptions 

about protests is that they’re disruptive, 
Brown said.

Disruptive protests wouldn’t garner 
good will. It’s a core lesson of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. and the civil rights move-
ment, as well as and many others that 
have followed.

For all the millions of people who have 
demonstrated, protested or celebrated on 
the state Capitol grounds, the city is hard-
ly ever disrupted, and even at the peaks of 
the biggest of events, like the recent No 
Kings II protest, most of city life goes on 
even just blocks away from the Capitol.

“The number one thing protesters 
should know is that most people aren’t 
disrupted by a protest,” Brown said. “The 
vast majority aren’t going to be disrupted, 
which is what makes them effective. So, 

it’s important that that media coverage 
includes what the protest is about.”

Signage has emerged as, or continued 
to be, a huge part of protests, with news 
coverage often focusing on clever signs, 
Brown said.

“It’s a really good way of getting your 
message out and showing the diversity of 
a crowd,” she said. “They’re upset at the 
same thing at the core, but everyone is 
coming with different entry points.”

MacQuaig said connecting to people 
outside of protests is essential to carry-
ing on the messages as well. Large move-
ments like the Arab Spring and Occupy 
movements spread through social media, 
and he expects the same for other move-
ments today, simply because posts on 
street signs aren’t as effective.

“I think people have started to move to-
ward deeper methods of organizing and 
dissent. There’s a return of people trying 
to form new political parties with the rise 
of the DSA and a big return of the unions 
and other organizations meant to orga-
nize people along structural power in-
stead of just numbers,” he said.

Meet people who are interested in the 
same ideas, read about the concepts and 
build more connections, MacQuaig said.

“I wish it was a little easier,” he said, “but 
that’s really the only way. Having real con-
nections and real ties to the people you’re 
working with is how we go forward.”

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that any qualified elector who is not already registered, may register to 
vote at the office of the Meridian Township Clerk; the office of the County Clerk; a Secretary of 
State Branch Office, or other designated state agency. Qualified electors who have a valid 
Michigan driver’s license or state ID, may register online at https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/. 
Registration forms may be obtained at mi.gov/vote and mailed or dropped off at the office of the 
Meridian Township Clerk. Voters who are already registered may update their registration at 
www.expressSOS.com.
The last day to register in any manner other than in-person with the Meridian Township 
Clerk’s Office is Monday, July 20, 2026. After this date, anyone who qualifies as an elector 
must register to vote in person with proof of residency (MCL 168.492) at the following 
location and times:

Meridian Township Clerk’s Office - 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864
• Regular Business Hours: Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
• Saturday, August 1st and Sunday, August 2nd from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
• Election Day, Tuesday, August 4th from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Meridian Township will hold a Primary Election on August 4, 
2026.

For the purposes of nominating candidates for the following office:

• GOVERNOR
• UNITED STATES SENATOR
• REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS
• STATE SENATOR
• REPRESENTATIVE IN STATE LEGISLATURE
• TOWNSHIP TREASURER
• DELEGATE TO COUNTY CONVENTION

For the purposes of voting on the following proposals as listed below:

• INGHAM COUNTY POTTER PARK ZOO AND POTTER PARK OPERATIONAL
MILLAGE RENEWAL AND RESTORATION QUESTION
• INGHAM COUNTY COUNTYWIDE SYSTEM OF TRAILS AND PARKS MILLAGE
RENEWAL AND RESTORATION QUESTION
• INGHAM COUNTY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM FOR ELDERLY AND
DISABLED MILLAGE RENEWAL AND RESTORATION QUESTION
• INGHAM COUNTY TOURISM, ENTERTAINMENT FACILITIES, AND ARTS PROPOSAL
• CAPITAL AREA DISTRICT LIBRARY BALLOT PROPOSAL FOR A DISTRICT WIDE TAX

The full text of the ballot proposals and sample ballots can be found at www.mi.gov/vote or can 
be viewed at the Meridian Township Clerk’s Office, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864.

Persons with disabilities needing accommodations should contact the Clerk’s Office.

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS:
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot. The Meridian Township Clerk’s 
Office must have a signed application to issue an Absent Voter Ballot. You may apply online 
at www.mi.gov/vote or at the Meridian Township Clerk’s Office.
Monday, August 3, 2026, at 4 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot in person, 
except for those who register to vote on Election Day. Those registering to vote on Election 
Day, August 4, 2026, are eligible to receive an Absent Voter Ballot at the Meridian Township 
Clerk’s Office.

EARLY VOTING CENTER
All qualified electors in the Meridian Township Clerk’s Office have the option to vote early in 
person, beginning Saturday, July 25th through Sunday, August 2nd, 2026. 

On Saturday, July 25th, 2026, the Early Voting Center will be open from 7:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., 
due to preparation for the Celebrate Meridian Festival. Central Park Drive will be closed, and 
voters must enter through the Marsh Road entrance. Parking will be reserved for early voters. 

From Sunday, July 26th through Sunday, August 2nd, 2026, the Early Voting Center will be 
open from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

The Early Voting Center will be held at the Meridian Township Municipal Building – 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864.

Angela Demas
Meridian Township Clerk

CP#26-257

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, 
INGHAM COUNTY  LEGAL AD NOTICE: 

NOTICE OF REGISTRATION FOR THE 
AUGUST 4, 2026, PRIMARY ELECTION

Protesting
from page 18
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Live & Local
Adado Riverfront Park
201 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Lansing Concert Band & USAF Roots in 
Blue Band
Sat., July 4, 7-10 p.m.

Bancroft Park 
1330 Otto St., Lansing
Northside Rhythm Kings
Wed., July 8, 7-9 p.m.

Beaumont Tower
375 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing
Summer Carillon Series: Jon Lehrer
Wed., July 1, 6 p.m.
Summer Carillon Series: Jeremy 
Chesman
Wed., July 8, 6 p.m.

Blue Gill Grill
1591 Lake Lansing Road, Haslett
Cal Moultine
Thurs., July 2, 6-9 p.m.

BrickHaven Brewing Co.
200 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge
Deacon Earl
Fri., July 3, 7-10 p.m.

Cleats Bar & Grille
5801 N. Aurelius Road, Lansing
Harry Matthews
Wed., July 1, 6-9 p.m.
Reeds & Steel
Thurs., July 2, 6-9 p.m.
Isaac Harper
Wed., July 8, 6-9 p.m.

Courthouse Square Museum
100 W. Lawrence Ave., Charlotte
Kathleen & the Bridge Street Band
Thurs., July 2, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

EagleMonk Pub and Brewery
4906 W. Mount Hope Hwy., Lansing
Songwriters’ night, with Cody Wilson
Wed., July 1, 7-9 p.m.
The Dangling Participles
Sun., July 5, 6-8 p.m.
Jimmy Likes Pie
Wed., July 8, 7-9 p.m.

Eastwood Towne Center
3003 Preyde Blvd., Lansing
Showdown
Tues., July 7, 6-8 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
The 3rd Annual Dam Bash, featuring 
Esham, Let It Rot, The Michigan 
Misfits, Hyporium, Motown Rage, 
SkitzoMichigan, Born Hostile, Chance 
We Take, T.H.U.G, DNA, Tyler RG, Our 
Inner Circle
Fri., July 3, doors noon, music 2 p.m.

GAR Island Park
399 E. Hamlin St., Eaton Rapids
Sea Cruisers
Wed., July 1, 6-8 p.m.

The Green Door
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Wavelength
Wed., July 1, 8 p.m.-1 a.m.
Self Absorbed, Snart, Honeyfoot, 
Dropped at Birth
Fri., July 3, doors 6 p.m., show 6:30 p.m.
Wavelength
Wed., July 8, 8 p.m.-1 a.m.

Holt Farmers Market
2150 N. Cedar St., Holt
The Rotations
Sat., July 4, noon-2 p.m.

Homebrew Tabletop Game Lounge
219 1/2 N. Bridge St., Grand Ledge
Justin Deason
Wed., July 1, 7-9 p.m.
Deacon Earl
Wed., July 8, 7-9 p.m.

Horrocks Farm Market
7420 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing
John Beltran
Fri., July 3, 3-7 p.m.
Sat., July 4, noon-4 p.m.
Sun., July 5, 3-7 p.m.

Jaycee Park
525 E. River St., Grand Ledge
Lansing Concert Band Big Band, with 
special guest Clique
Thurs., July 2, 7 p.m.

Lake Lansing Park South
1621 Pike St., Haslett
Meridian Community Band
Fri., July 3, 6-9 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Co.
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jerry Sprague
Fri., July 3, 5:30-8:30 p.m.

Lansing Shuffle
325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing
Nathan Grant
Sat., July 4, 4-7 p.m.
A Night at the Soul Lounge Fourth of 
July Bash
Sat., July 4, 3 p.m.-2 a.m.
Justin Deason
Sun., July 5, 4-7 p.m.

Looking Glass Brewing Co.
108 W. Main St., Dewitt
Gwen Doerfler
Fri., July 3, 6-9 p.m.

Mac’s Bar
2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Open mic night
Mon., July 6, 6-8 p.m.
Unity — In Music
Thurs., July 2, 9 p.m.-2 a.m.
Tues., July 7, 10 p.m.-2 a.m.
 

Marketplace on the Green
1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos
Serita’s Black Rose
Wed., July 1, 6:30 p.m.
Elements of Soul featuring LaNette 
Lyn
Wed., July 8, 6:30 p.m.

McCormick Park
300 N. Putnam St., Williamston
U.S. Air Force Band of Mid-America
Thurs., July 2, 7-9 p.m.

Midtown Brewing Co.
402 S. Washington Square, Lansing
Open mic night
Mon., July 6, 6-9 p.m.

Moriarty’s Pub
802 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Open mic night, with Jen Sygit
Wed., July 1, 8-11 p.m.
The Further Adventures of FatBoy & 
JiveTurkey
Thurs., July 2, 9 p.m.-midnight
Frog & the Beeftones
Fri., July 3, 8 p.m.-midnight
The Rotations
Sat., July 4, 8 p.m.-midnight
Jazz Tuesdays
Tues., July 7, 7-10 p.m.
Open mic night, with Jen Sygit
Wed., July 8, 8-11 p.m.

One North East Lansing
1310 Abbot Road, East Lansing
Jason Peek
Fri., July 3, 8-11 p.m.
Steve Shelhart
Sat., July 4, 7-11 p.m.

One North Lansing
5001 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing
Kathy Ford
Thurs., July 2, 6-9 p.m.
Keith Minaya
Fri., July 3, 8-11 p.m.
Jason Peek
Sat., July 4, 7-11 p.m.
Open mic night, with Kathy Ford
Mon., July 6, 6:30-9 p.m.

The Peanut Barrel
521 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing
Charlie Richardson
Tues., July 7, 6-8 p.m.

Red Cedar Spirits
2000 Merritt Road, East Lansing
Randy Napoleon Trio
Sun., July 5, 6-9 p.m.

Reno’s North
16460 Old U.S. 27, Lansing
Carl Pawluk
Wed., July 1, 6-9 p.m.
Rhys Mitchell
Fri., July 3, 6-9 p.m.
Greg Smith
Sat., July 4, 6-9 p.m.
Sean Cyphers
Wed., July 8, 6-9 p.m.

Sholty’s Bar
1821 S. Washington Ave., Lansing
Frog & Koop
Tues., July 7, 6-9 p.m.

St. Johns City Park
801 W. Park St., St. Johns
Meridian Community Band
Wed., July 1, 7-9 p.m.
Djangophonique
Wed., July 8, 7-9 p.m.

Stober’s Bar
812 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
DJ Chicago Muzik
Sun., July 5, 10 p.m.-1 a.m.
Spoonful
Tues., July 7, 10 p.m.-1 a.m.

Summerlands Brewing Co.
1957 Cedar St., Holt
Stan Craig Band
Fri., July 3, 8-11 p.m.

Tony M’s Restaurant  
& Banquet Center
3420 S. Creyts Road, Lansing
Full House
Wed., July 1, 6-9 p.m.

UrbanBeat
1213 Turner St., Lansing
Lansing’s Hidden Talent open mic
Wed., July 1, 6-9 p.m. 
Wed., July 8, 6-9 p.m. 

Veterans Memorial Gardens
2074 Aurelius Road, Holt
Stone Street Revival
Thurs., July 2, 7 p.m.

Williamston Roadhouse
3700 E. Grand River Road, Williamston
Steve Shelhart
Wed., July 1, 7-10 p.m.
Greg Smith
Wed., July 8, 7-10 p.m.
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CALL NOW
1.866.388.1103

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!
Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change and vary by dealer. 
Expires 12/27/26.

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.
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(855) 972-5342
*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 9/30/2026. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

• 1000+ Authorized Dealers
• Made in the U.S.A.

• Factory-Trained & Certifi ed Installers
• Limited Lifetime Warranty

• Tub-to-Shower Conversions
• Replacement Tubs
• Replacement Showers
• Walk-in Tubs

CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

Military & Senior Discounts Available

$1500 OFF*

PLUS

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
fi nancing for 12 Months**

• Low-Barrier Showers
• Soaker Tubs
• Accessories and more!
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By KURT ANTHONY KRUG
When author and comedian Ja-

son Klamm learned nobody had ever 
written a deep dive on a single John 
Hughes movie, he decided to take the 
task on himself. 

To coincide with the 40th anniver-
sary of “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off,” the 
Berkley resident penned “Ferris Buel-
ler … You’re My Hero: The Story of 
the World’s Most Famous Day Off ” 
(1984 Publishing, $28). The book 
takes a definitive look at the making 
of the 1986 coming-of-age teen com-
edy, which was written and directed 
by the late Hughes, a Lansing native 
who grew up in the Chicago suburb of 
Northbrook. He was best known for 
his movies offering honest depictions 
of suburban teen life, including 1984’s 
“Sixteen Candles,” 1985’s “The Break-
fast Club” and 1986’s “Pretty in Pink.” 

It took Klamm, an alumnus of Co-
lumbia College Chicago, two years to 
research and write the 372-page book.

“It was originally 136,000 words 
or so, so most of it was news to me. 
I started as a fan and ended up an 
expert,” he said. “Whittling down 2 
million combined words of interview 
transcripts and text from articles and 
book clippings was the hardest part. 
Then was the challenge of making it 
an interesting narrative.”

He conducted interviews with stars 
Matthew Broderick and Alan Ruck, 
as well as the “gummy bear girl” at 
the end of the film and Hughes’ son 
James. The book contains never-be-
fore-seen photos, rare production 
documents and unforgettable on-set 
stories.

“James provided me with hours of 
insight, including a great deal of be-
hind-the-scenes information about 
what it was like living in the Hughes 
household as John banged out mov-
ie scripts in less than a week, which 
happened often,” Klamm said. “Brod-
erick was a very kind interviewee and 
was happy to talk about Ferris from 
the perspective of the acting process. 

I chose not to interview him about 
other people’s nostalgia for the role, 
instead talking about how he pre-
pared to play a character who was so 
different from who he is as a person: a 
quiet, sweet type who likes old movies 
and music.”

The movie opens with popular high 
school senior and all-around “righ-
teous dude” Ferris (Broderick) feign-
ing illness — totally hoodwinking 
his parents (Lyman Ward and Cindy 
Pickett) but not his sister, Jeanie (Jen-
nifer Grey) — in order to skip school 
on a beautiful spring day. Ferris en-
lists his uptight, hypochondriac BFF, 
Cameron Frye (Ruck), to join him in 
getting his girlfriend, Sloane Peter-
son (Mia Sara), out of school so they 
can have an adventure in downtown 
Chicago, joyriding in a 1961 Ferrari 
250 GT California Spyder owned by 
Cameron’s domineering father, Mor-
ris. But Dean of Students Ed Rooney 
(Jeffrey Jones) is on to Ferris. Deter-
mined to expose him, Rooney pulls 
out all the stops, even breaking into 
the Bueller residence, but instead falls 
victim to several pratfalls. 

One of the subplots involves Cam-
eron’s relationship with his father, 
who’s never seen. Cameron ends up 
destroying the Ferrari in a fit of rage. 
Ferris offers to take the blame, but 
Cameron won’t let him. Confident 
and determined, he will face his fa-
ther. Cameron is never seen again in 
the film, but Ferris tells Sloane that 
for the first time in his life, Cameron 
will be all right.

There are many fan theories about 
what happened to Cameron. His fa-
ther and him hugged it out and mend-
ed fences. His father killed him. He 
ran away from home. 

Another theory is that Ferris is a 
figment of Cameron’s imagination, 
the way Tyler Durden (Brad Pitt) is 
to Edward Norton’s unnamed narra-
tor in 1999’s “Fight Club.” The day off 
is a coping mechanism dreamed up 
by a depressed, borderline-suicidal 

Courtesy

Jason Klamm

Berkley author’s latest book chronicles 
the making of ‘Ferris Bueller’s Day Off’
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Cameron. In this scenario, Ferris is 
the charismatic, confident and popu-
lar person that Cameron desperately 
wants to be. Cameron eventually faces 
reality, allowing himself to take re-
sponsibility for his actions and stand 
up to his father as his own person.

Ruck was aware of all these theo-
ries. He said that if Hughes wanted 
the audience to see what happened to 
Cameron, he would’ve shown it. 

“It’s left up to the imagination of the 
viewer, so any ending you project on 
Cameron is completely valid,” he said. 
“It’s up for the audience to fill in the 
blanks, not me.”

Hughes died in 2009.
“He was tricky. The guy had his 

own particular genius,” Ruck said. “I 
don’t think anybody since John has 
written about teenagers as well as he 
did — no other screenwriter, anyway. 
He had great love and respect for 
kids. He didn’t talk down to them or 
write down to them, he didn’t hold 
them up to ridicule, and he honored 
them as complete human beings 
who were in process of whoever it 
was they needed to become.”

“Ferris Bueller” grossed $70 mil-
lion on a $5 million budget and was 
the 10th highest-grossing film of 
1986. It received acclaim by fans and 
critics alike. In 2014, it was select-
ed for preservation in the National 
Film Registry by the Library of Con-
gress.  

Klamm offered his insights on 
what gives this film such staying 
power after four decades.

“John Hughes’ greatest strengths 
were turning ordinary circumstanc-
es into fantastic stories and turning 
extraordinary circumstances into 
relatable ones,” he said. “It was de-
signed from the ground up to be 
timeless, like a Preston Sturges film. 
Even if you know it was made in a 
certain era, it isn’t so concerned with 
its place on a timeline, other than 
being about these three teens on the 
verge of a huge change. 

“The movie brought about a re-
newed obsession with ‘cool teens’ 
who were funny and young people 
getting away with stuff,” he contin-
ued. “Many Hughes movies to follow 
included some of these elements, too. 
This movie is a piece of art, and in the 
end, that’s what my book is about: ap-
preciating comedy movies as art.” 
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East Lansing author publishes short story collection 30 years in the making

CITY OF EAST LANSING SUMMARY
 OF ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1567

On June 16, 2026, the East Lansing City Council adopted an Ordinance of the City of 
East Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Zoning Ordinance by allowing City Council to 
approve buildings exceeding the maximum height allowance when that excess height is 
needed solely due to the construction materials, and doesn't result in additional stories or 
units.
Effective date:      Pursuant to Charter Section 6.3,Upon publication
Notice:              The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City 
                            Clerk’s Office, 1st Floor, City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI.

Emily Gordon,
East Lansing City Clerk CP#26-249 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held on Monday, July 13, 2026, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers, 10th Floor, Lansing 
City Hall, 124 W. Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan for the purpose of considering:

       An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to add Chapter 878, Sections
       878.01-878.03 to the Lansing Codified Ordinances to impose a temporary
       moratorium on new data centers.

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these 
meetings should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 
24 hour notice may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to 
grant all reasonable accommodation requests.

For more information, please call Lansing City Council at 517-483-4177. If you are 
interested in this matter, please attend the public hearing or send a representative. 
Written comments will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if 
received before 5 p.m., on the day of the Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth 
Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 or email 
city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#26-251

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

By KURT ANTHONY KRUG
Dawn Newton said the title of her 

new short story collection, “Knuckle 
Boy,” is her “apology to the world for 
those times when I didn’t have the nec-
essary skills to navigate a situation ap-
propriately.”

“Someone’s feelings may have been 
hurt, and I felt bad about that. Inevi-
tably, we all need to make judgements 
about the who and why of situations. 
Many times, such judgements are nec-
essary, but the story hopefully captures 
that there may be a cost for a decision,” 
she said.

Since the book (Apprentice House 
Press, $18) is an anthology, Newton 
knew she risked making the title too 
broad. 

“Yet I did want the title of the story to 
be the title of the book. Even the bright-
est among us has been the knuckle boy, 
the one who didn’t know or realize the 
truth about a situation. That lack of rec-
ognition is something we write about 
again and again,” she said. 

The stories feature protagonists who 

grapple with wounded creatures — in-
sects, animals and even humans. In the 
titular story, also Newton’s most recent 
story, a family’s vacation home attracts 
the persistent attention of a young man 
seeking a new place to visit.

“The themes are rather broad,” New-
ton confessed. “I wrote these stories 
over the course of 30-some years, so 
they’re the product of several different 
phases of my life.”

Born in Pontiac and raised in Wa-
terford, Newton is the middle of three 
daughters. She lives in East Lansing 
with Tim Dalton, her husband of nearly 
40 years. They have three children: Ra-
chel, Connor and Nathaniel.

Newton is an alumna of Waterford 
Kettering High School, where she was 
one of six people to graduate at the top 
of her class, which is one of her proud-
est accomplishments. A first-generation 
college student, she earned a bachelor’s 
degree in English and creative writing 
at Michigan State University, which she 
attended on a partial scholarship, and a 
master’s degree in fiction writing from 

Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, 
which she attended on a teaching schol-
arship. 

At the latter, she studied under the 
late author John Barth, who was best 
known for his postmodern fiction.

“I was really young and, initially, 
quite intimidated by Barth — the extent 
of his knowledge and the breadth of his 
writing. He was so well read, and as I 
processed what he noticed about the 

way stories were constructed, I was be-
ginning to absorb and understand the 
complexities of storytelling for the first 
time,” she said. “I used to worry that I 
didn’t learn enough from him, but over 
time I’ve realized that I did just fine. 
He led a very structured class — we cri-
tiqued two students’ stories each week, 
and he met with you ahead of time to 
provide feedback. I think I worried 
too much about pleasing him. He was 
already quite experimental, and I just 
wanted to write serious, realistic fic-
tion, which was fine with him, even 
though he had moved on with experi-
mental stuff.”

Newton also has a master’s degree in 
education from the University of Vir-
ginia, which she attended on a partial 
scholarship, and a certificate in medi-
cal insurance billing and coding from 
Lansing Community College. 

“My sisters and I read a lot of books 
when I was young. My older sister, 
Linda, and I traded elementary school 
library books each week. In the sum-
mers, I remember my mother driving 
my younger sister Lori and I to the 
branch library to check out books,” 
Newton recalled. “Before I started 
working, I entered a lot of fiction con-
tests. Some of this feedback was pain-
ful — one of my works was called ‘a col-

In Knuckle Boy, Dawn Newton presents nine stories in 
which protagonists grapple with wounded creatures
—insects, animals, and humans—leaning heavily on backyard 
habitats and quotidian problems that nonetheless resonate. 

“� e Derailment of the Mikado” presents the way in which an 
old train museum highlights transportation methods from the 
past and simultaneously serves a young child and his divorcing 
parents. In the title story “Knuckle Boy,” a family � nds that their 
vacation home brings with it the attention of a young man in 
search of a new place to visit. In “Vital Activity,” an exterminator 
has an ambiguous encounter with a young housewife trying to 
solve a pest problem.

Dawn Newton has published fiction, poetry, and essays 
in Gargoyle, The Baltimore Review, Clackamas Literary 
Review, The South Carolina Review, and The Carolina 
Quarterly, among others. She received her M.A. in Fiction 
Writing from The Johns Hopkins University, studying 
with John Barth. Over the years, she has taught writing 
and literature to students of all ages in both Virginia and 
Michigan. Dawn was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer 
in November of 2012, and in 2019 published a memoir, 

Winded, about her experience parenting with cancer. In 2021, she published a novel, 
The Remnants of Summer, exploring the impact of a child’s death on a midwestern 
family. Knuckle Boy is Dawn’s first published collection of short stories.

Short Stories • $17.99

KNUCKLE BOY  
 

 
DAWN NEWTON

Courtesy

Dawn Newton

See Short story, Page 25
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

WILLIAMSTOWN TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

Pursuant to Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended (the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act), the 
Williamstown Township Planning Commission will hold a public hearing at its regular meeting 
on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. at the Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Road, 
Williamston, Michigan 48895.

The purpose of the hearing is to take public comments on proposed amendments to the 
Zoning Ordinance to permit data centers in certain locations within the Township under 
specific regulations. Data centers are facilities that are designed for the storage, processing, 
and transmission of digital data. They typically house servers, hard drives, networking 
equipment, and other equipment related to digital data operations.

Large data centers (e.g., hyperscale) would require Planned Development approval and 
would only be permitted in the GD, Green Zone Planned Development District. The proposed
regulations address, in part, minimum setbacks, sound and vibration, hazardous material 
use, water usage, electrical supply, decommissioning, complaint resolution, use of electrical
generators, and building design.

The new regulations would result in the creation of a new subsection UU within Section 8.02 
of the Zoning Ordinance. In addition, revisions to Section 24.04 are proposed.

The proposed amendment may be examined at the Township Hall during regular business 
hours, Tuesday 10:00 am – 4:00 pm, Wednesday 10:00 am – 6:00 pm, and Thursday 10:00 
am – 4:00 pm. Interested persons are invited to attend the public hearing or submit written 
comments to the Planning Commission at the address noted above.

Individuals needing special services to fully participate in the meeting may contact the 
Township Office at (517) 655-3193 at least 5 days prior to the meeting to request necessary 
assistance.

Robin A. Cleveland, MiPMC
Williamstown Township Clerk

CP#26-236 

lection of platitudes’ — but I learned a 
lot.”

Prior to “Knuckle Boy,” Newton pub-
lished two books: 2019’s “Winded: A 
Memoir in Four Stages” and 2021’s 
“The Remnants of Summer.” Besides 
being a teacher and an author, she has 
held numerous jobs throughout her ca-
reer, including a lumber yard cashier, a 
library assistant, a stockbroker, a poli-
cy advisor, a grant writer, a tutor and 
an academic adviser. Her fiction, po-
etry and essays have been published in 
Gargoyle Magazine, The Baltimore Re-
view, Clackamas Literary Review, The 
South Carolina Review and The Caro-
lina Quarterly, among others. 

In late 2012, she was diagnosed with 
stage four lung cancer. “Winded” ex-
plores her experiences being a parent 
with cancer. 

“Even in 2012, when I was first di-
agnosed at the age of 53, I was initial-
ly quite surprised because I had never 
been a smoker. But then I started read-
ing about vague links between lung 
cancer and childhood asthma, as mine 
was quite severe when I was younger. 
I went to the hospital many times as a 
kid,” she said. “Writing ‘Winded’ helped 
me to understand the links between 
asthma and lung cancer better and 
probably helped me become even more 

compassionate with respect to my par-
ents’ smoking habits and early deaths. 
Growing up and maturing when they 
did, they just didn’t know as much 
about the effects of tobacco. Whether 
my cancer was caused by secondhand 
smoke or whether it was a chance de-
velopment springing from my asthma, 
I see it as unfortunate but understand-
able.”

Newton is working on her next book, 
a novel called “Bei Mir Bist Du Schön,” 
named after the Andrews Sisters song 
that she and two of her friends sang at a 
choir concert in high school. It’s about 
her mother’s time working in Germany 
for Selfridge Air National Guard Base 
after World War II. 

“I think I would also like to write 
a play,” Newton said. “In some ways, 
writing a play would be natural, as I feel 
that I already include a lot of dialogue 
in my fiction. However, I’m daunted 
by the idea of having the spoken word 
comprise the totality of everything 
that’s written. On a stage, characters 
can open their hearts to the audience 
in much the same way that characters 
do in fiction. Yet characters on a stage 
cannot easily share a secret with any-
one else. Writing a full play strikes me 
as an overwhelming task, although my 
daughter and I have always loved the-
ater, so attempting a screenplay would 
be a fun challenge.”

Keep up with Newton at  
dawnmarienewton.com. 

Short story
from page 24

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This 
is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). 
Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in 
your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted 
by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its 
affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding 
if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and 
Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Join over 400,000 satisfi ed homeowners 
with an ultra-durable roof from Erie Home.

Erie Roofing Since 1976

• $0 Down Today 
• Same Day Financing Available
• Premium Warranty Protection

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofi ng Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

CALL TODAY! 1.877.731.6988

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODAY!SCHEDULE TODAY!
Call 1.877.731.6988
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“I Am Here To Make 
Friends” -- get 
acquainted.
by Matt Jones
© 2026 Matt Jones

ACROSS
1. Exasperated 
sound
5. Blundering
10. Spheres
14. Emmy winner 
Falco
15. In a regal manner
16. Brand of bubbly, 
familiarly
17. Like a moray
18. Begin to wither
19. Ready, willing, 
and ___
20. Well-hidden royal 
residence?
23. Singer Carly ___ 
Jepsen
24. How detectives 
might investigate
25. Report that 
a torso is lacking 
color?
31. Sister of Kim and 
Kourtney
32. Oboe piece
33. Pledging site
37. Blue-green 
shades
38. Judge who 
presided over the 
Simpson trial
39. Gut ___
40. Castle-building 
material
41. “Where have you 
___?”
42. Feet in a meter?
43. Flower holder 
that hides easily in 
your hand?
45. Key of 
Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 1
49. “What have we 
here?”
50. Danish film 
director who’s more 
minimalist?
57. “All right”
58. Checkout line
59. Acronymic 

exclusionary anxiety
60. English logician 
with a diagram 
named for him
61. Airport vehicles
62. Joule or ampere
63. Idle from Monty 
Python
64. “¿Cómo ___?” 
(“How are you?” in 
Spanish)
65. After the 
expected time

DOWN
1. Permeate 
gradually
2. Notion
3. Fish feature
4. Nickelodeon 
show whose title 
character has a 
football-shaped head
5. Heavily committed
6. Sushi seaweed
7. Dark, poetically
8. Story framework
9. Disease forever 

associated with 
Mary Mallon at the 
opening of the 20th 
century
10. Nebraska’s 
biggest city
11. Follower of 
Asimov’s laws
12. Casus ___ (war 
justification)
13. Precipitous
21. They may be 
judged on “The 
Great Canadian 
Baking Show”
22. Come to a halt
25. B’way box office 
buys
26. Actress Seehorn 
of “Pluribus”
27. ___ Bator, 
Mongolia
28. Halle Bailey role
29. “Don’t care if 
they do”
30. “Jurassic Park III” 
star Tea
33. Tasty

34. Italia’s capital
35. Some Wall St. 
traders
36. Subdue with a 
zap
39. Quarrel
41. Style of J.S. Bach
43. First-person or 
third-person, briefly
44. At a minimum
45. Baseball catcher
46. Crafter
47. Resident of 
Tehran
48. Joey Fatone’s 
boy band
51. Short pencils
52. Amanda of 
“Brockmire”
53. Glow
54. Burial isle of 
many Scottish kings
55. Send out
56. Memory method

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Archaeologists studying 
ancient wells have discovered that some weren’t 
finished in a single effort. Communities might dig to 
the current water table, use the well for years, then 
probe further down when water levels dropped or 
needs increased. This is a useful metaphor for you, 
Aries. As of yet, you don’t have the ability or tools 
to reach the deepest layers you aspire to reach. My 
counsel is to go as far as you can now and gather 
what you find there. Later, when you’re readier, you 
will build on what has come before.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The doom‑and‑gloom wing 
of astrology is exhausting. The superstition that 
Mercury retrograde causes scrambled messages 
and dire mix‑ups is dull and misguided. The planet’s 
apparent backward motion, which is happening 
right now, shows up about three times every year 
like clockwork. It’s perfectly normal! In my view, 
Mercury retrograde isn’t threatening unless you 
obsess on the idea that it is, in which case, yes, 
your payment might go astray, and a friend may 
misunderstand you. But if cultivating relaxed clarity 
is more fun and productive for you than coping with 
fearful tension, treat the time between now and 
July 23 as a rich opportunity to refine, deepen, and 
upgrade how you communicate.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You Gemini readers 
have decreed that I must halt all musings about 
maddening, riddle-drenched ambiguity. You’ve 
delivered the message to me that you’re tired of 
wrestling with enigmas wrapped in paradoxes. 
Straightforward, plainspoken factualness is what 
you want. Well, OK. (Please remember that I don’t 
make this stuff up; I simply channel cosmic omens.) 
Maybe I’ll start obeying your orders next time. 
But first, I will advise you: 1. Unexpected gifts are 
coming from people and situations in transition. 
2. Tough but friendly interventions will nudge you 
toward healthy course corrections. 3. Mysterious 
assistance is on its way.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): There are phases when 
the cosmic energies and I urge you to put others 
first — even tend to their pain before you tend to 
your own. But this isn’t one of those times. Right 
now, sacrificing yourself for the sake of others 
would obstruct the flow of righteous grace into 
your life. So, then, what is the most soul‑honoring 
path available? Here’s what I think: Summon your 
inventive brilliance and use it to imagine generous 
ways to care for yourself. Shower yourself with 
gifts, treats, and blessings that delight you. Take the 
loving care you so deftly pour into other people and 
lavish it wholeheartedly on yourself.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Most fields of human endeavor 
work like this: A few people are truly brilliant, a 
handful are actively harmful, and the majority fall 
somewhere between “not great” and “pretty good.” 
That’s true whether you’re talking about engineers, 
doctors, poets, or astrologers. So, it’s inadvisable 
to assume a physician is wise about your well-being 
just because they’ve logged 15 years on the job, or 
to trust your life direction to the first astrologer 
whose promotion catches your eye. In the coming 
weeks, dear Leo, discernment like this matters 
even more than usual. Let your natural hopefulness 
be balanced by sharp, thoughtful judgment. Don’t 
just challenge obvious authority. Put every so-
called fact, spin, assumption, and official line under 
your own clear-eyed review.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Architects designing spaces 
for collective use try to balance two human needs: 
to see expansively and to have safe places to 
retreat. Too much exposure creates anxiety; too 
much enclosure brings claustrophobia. The ideal 
is to provide both shelter and spaciousness. Let’s 
use this theme as a metaphor for your life during 
the coming months. You’ll be wise to create an 
equilibrium between engagement and privacy, 
between vastness and protection. Make it easy 
for yourself to observe the larger scene and also 
withdraw when needed.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Self-proclaimed “skeptics” 
love to sneer at astrologers, as if pondering what 

lies ahead were a violation of scientific purity. 
And yet economists, sports analysts, trend 
watchers, and political commentators churn out 
shaky predictions every day. Honestly, those 
professionals of probability often create more 
confusion than those of us who read the heavens. 
Take weather forecasters, for instance: From 
Europe to Japan, their models routinely miss 
sudden floods and twisters and trigger more than a 
few false alarms. But do the debunkers brand them 
as charlatans? Of course not. Forgive the outburst, 
but I’m building to a key foresight: Every forecast, 
projection, or vision that crosses your path over 
the next month will miss the mark — except for this 
one. So, free yourself of their meddling.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Ethnobotanists describe 
how certain Indigenous traditions work with 
“teacher plants.” These are flora that offer not 
only physical benefits but spiritual instruction. They 
include psychoactive substances, but also ordinary 
plants approached with extraordinary attention. In 
the spirit of reinventing your education, Scorpio, I 
invite you to expand your understanding of who and 
what your teachers are. What ordinary elements 
of your daily life might offer wisdom if you engage 
them with deep respect? What situations at the 
edges of your awareness could bring lessons that 
enrich your perspectives? Now is an excellent time 
to seek new apprenticeships.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Western science 
and Western religions may disagree about how 
the universe began, but both place its birth in the 
distant past. Tantra and other spiritual paths, by 
contrast, propose that the universe is born afresh 
in every instant through the sacred, erotic interplay 
of God and Goddess. When humans approach 
lovemaking as an experimental sacrament, these 
traditions suggest, we can tune in to the union of 
those primordial forces and, in a sense, take part 
in the continual creation of existence. So, are you 
ready for a bit of world-making erotic play? The 
current astrological indicators say yes, you are.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): A common obstacle 
to healthy intimacy is the belief that a beloved ally 
should automatically know what you need, without 
you saying a word. I used to suffer from this 
delusion myself and worked hard to dissolve it. I no 
longer unconsciously assume that my companions 
are so attuned to me that they can always intuit my 
desires. But I know this bad idea feels romantic to 
many people, even though it can sabotage even 
the most promising bond. In the weeks ahead, 
Capricorn, I invite you to starve this fantasy. Your 
intimate world is ripe for a fresh infusion of lucid, 
straightforward honesty.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Your next few weeks 
will be sponsored by CoffeeBeer, the paradoxical 
elixir that both pumps up your energy and 
decompresses your defenses. You will be an 
exemplary role model for this innovative product 
because you will epitomize what occurs when a 
sensitive soul gets excited and mellows out at the 
same time. I also expect you will soon be exploring 
intriguing opportunities that become available 
to you because of your supercharged calm. 
Fortunately, you don’t need to drink actual coffee 
and beer together to make this happen. The cosmic 
forces will be conspiring to help you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Finish this sentence, 
Pisces: “The one thing that really keeps me from 
being myself is _______.” Is it someone’s opinion, 
an old story about who you are, a fear of loss, a 
habit of over-pleasing, a secret shame, or a belief 
that you’re “too much” or “not enough”? Whatever 
first pops into your mind is probably closest to the 
truth. Here’s your next step: Loosen the grip of this 
stressor by even just 20%. I bet your real self will 
feel relaxed enough to bloom more fully.

Jonesin' Crossword                                         By Matt Jones

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)    	       Answers on page 29

SUDOKU	 Advanced

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                                    July 1-7, 2026
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Spirit of Michigan Chorus Rehearsal - We’re an in-
clusive community of women who sing a cappella 
in the barbershop style. We welcome all levels 
of musical experience. 6:45 p.m. Church of the 
Nazarene, 4851 Holt Road, Holt. spiritofmichi-
ganchorus.com.

Stage Management & Technical Theatre Class 
for Teens and Adults - A brief introduction to all 
aspects of technical theatre. Ten-week class. 
6:30-8 p.m. Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Thursday Night Open Forge - Try your hand 
at blacksmithing and create your own metal 
masterpieces! 6-9 p.m. Artfire Michigan, 4567 
Churchill Road, Leslie. artfiremichigan.com.

Wacousta Picnic Playdate - Meet at our new 
Wacousta branch location for an outdoor 
family storytime filled with different themed 
activities, like music, bubbles and water play, 
plus time for play with your friends, too! 11 
a.m.-noon. 9135 W. Herbison Road, Eagle. gladl.
libcal.com.

Wine Bingo Night - Come play a bit, win some 
swag, and hang with us. It’s free to play. 6-7:30 
p.m. Horrocks Wine Bar, 7420 W. Saginaw Hwy., 
Lansing. facebook.com/HorrocksWineBar.

Friday, July 3
Double Clutch Free Karaoke - First, second & third 
Fridays from 7-10:30 p.m. Bring your friends, 
significant other or coworkers and sing your little 
hearts out! High Caliber, 1982 W. Grand River 
Ave., Okemos. highcaliberkarting.com.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Friday Guided Tours - Each Friday at 1 p.m., a 
guided tour of the museum is conducted by one 
of our volunteer docents or staff members. 

Tours run an average of 45 minutes. Participation 
is covered by general admission to the museum. 
R.E. Olds Transportation Museum, 240 Museum 
Drive, Lansing. reoldsmuseum.org.

Independence Day Parade - We’ll finish in time 
to watch the fireworks at the Ingham County 
Fairgrounds! 7 p.m. Rayner Park, 738 E. Ash St., 
Mason. facebook.com/masonchamber.

Open Old-Time Jam | First Friday of Every Month 
- Join the legendary Mike Ross for an old-time-
centric jam. Even if you don’t play, feel free to 
listen along! 5-6:30 p.m. Elderly Instruments, 1100 
N. Washington Ave., Lansing. elderly.com/collec-
tions/events.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Movement with Vitality - 
Free exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. 
Caregivers are welcome to participate if space 
permits. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-
364-8800. lapsg.org.

Roaring ‘20s Masquerade Ecstatic Dance - Step 
back in time to an era of mystery and liberation! 
This unique, sober celebration blends vintage 
jazz-age glamour with the free-spirited magic of 
a conscious dance wave. 7-9 p.m. Luna Center, 
6110 Clark Road, Bath. luna-center.org.

TGIF Celebrate America’s 250th Birthday Dance 
Party - Wear red, white & blue. Doors 7 p.m., 
line dance lesson 7:15 p.m., dance 8 p.m. to 
midnight. DJ Jim Kitchen the house. Dinner buffet 
provided. Cash/credit bar available. Hawk Hollow 
Banquet Center, 15101 Chandler Road, Bath. 
tgifdance.com. 

Saturday, July 4
4th of July: Military Members Receive Free Admis-
sion! - The zoo will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
for all to enjoy! Potter Park Zoo, 1301 S. Pennsyl-
vania Ave., Lansing. potterparkzoo.org.

ories— all at your own pace. lansingmi.gov/1329/
Summer-Scavenger-Hunt.

Summer Strings Rehearsal at MSU Community 
Music School - Summer Strings is the CMS Adult 
Ensembles – Orchestra for the summer session. 
It’s open to all adults wanting to play in an 
orchestra. 7-8 p.m. 4930 S. Hagadorn Road, East 
Lansing. cmsaemusic.weebly.com.

Weaving the Web: Beauty - Join us in person or 
online for our weekly community night, an open, 
cross-tradition discussion space where we learn, 
share and build community together. 6-8 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Women’s Healing Circle - A space for women to 
share their stories, inspire each other and lift 
each other up. 8-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Thursday, July 2
Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow 
Urgent Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. 
cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presby-
terian Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cmialanon.org.

Better Than Takeout Thai! - In this hands-on 
cooking class, you’ll master classic pad Thai, a 
fragrant coconut Thai fish, and a vibrant Thai 
peanut rainbow salad. 6-8 p.m. Bradly’s HG, 319 
E. César E. Chávez Ave., Lansing. bradlyshg.com.

Bike Night at Summerlands Brewing Co. - Kick back 
with an ice-cold brew, grab a burger, and check 
out some awesome bikes while enjoying great 
company and laid-back vibes. 7-10 p.m. 1957 
Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/summerlands-
brewing.

Capital Area Modelers Society Meeting - Learn 
about building scale models, display what you’re 
working on and get to know others interested in 
the hobby. 6:30-8 p.m. Judson Baptist Church, 
531 Glendale Ave., Lansing. capitalareamodelers-
society.wordpress.com.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or any 
other portable craft project and immerse your-
self in an evening of creativity, conversation and 
community. 5-8 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

“I’ve Got a Text” Thursdays | “Love Island” Watch 
Nights at MP Social - Join us every Thursday night 
as we stream the latest episode of “Love Island” 
on the big screens. 4-10 p.m. 313 N. Cedar St., 
Lansing. facebook.com/mpsocial.lansing.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Rock-Steady Boxing - Free 
exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. 
Caregivers are welcome to participate if space 
permits. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-
364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Playwriting Class for Teens and Adults - We start 
with writing monologues, then scenes, then 
one-act plays. Ten-week class. 6:30-8 p.m. Ruhala 
Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

South Lansing Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 5016 S. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. facebook.
com/SouthLansingFarmersMarket.

Wednesday, July 1
Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

Bingo - Every Wednesday. Doors open at 4:30 
p.m. Bingo cafe 5 p.m. Early bird 6 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids Senior Center, 201 Grand St., Eaton Rap-
ids. facebook.com/EatonRapidsSeniorCenter.

Broadway Summer Performance Class for Teens 
and Adults - Develop skills and techniques for 
singing and acting on stage. Ten-week class. 
Meets twice per week. 6-7:30 p.m. Ruhala Holistic 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Code Club - Kids of all experience levels will learn 
fun, kid-chosen tech skills each week using easy, 
colorful block-based programming. Grades 3+. 
6-7 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Dinosaur Painting - Use colorful paints to turn a 
plain wooden dinosaur shape into a magnificent 
creation! 2-3 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.
libcal.com.

Eaton Rapids 250th Anniversary Independence Day 
Celebration - The City of Eaton Rapids is proud to 
host four days of summertime fun. Kick things off 
with a cruise-in and live music at GAR Island Park 
in the evening. 4-7 p.m. 150 E. Hamlin St., Eaton 
Rapids. facebook.com/CityOfEatonRapids.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Grand Ledge Community Food & Personal Supplies 
Drive - We’re helping gather food and personal 
supplies for those in need. Bring donations to the 
Grand Ledger Area District Library. Donations 
will be delivered to the GL SDA Food Bank and 
will be distributed through the food bank and 
GLEAP. July 1-31. 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. gladl.libcal.com.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Tai Chi - Free group class 
tailored for people with Parkinson’s and their 
caregivers. Improve balance and strength. 1 p.m. 
Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org.

PEARS Deeper Dive: Quarterly Efforts - Partici-
pants should have attended the PEARS Crash 
Course. Learn how to enter a Quarterly Effort 
report. 9-10 a.m. Virtual — register at canr.msu.
edu/od.

River Walk Trash Cleanup - Join us for our monthly 
ritual of community care: walking the neighbor-
hood and cleaning up litter along the River Walk 
and surrounding blocks. 11 a.m.-noon. Weavers 
of the Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoft-
heweb.org.

Sporcle Live Trivia - Join us at HopCat East 
Lansing every Wednesday for trivia! Two rounds, 
two chances to score prizes. First game: 7 p.m. 
Second game: 8 p.m. 300 Grove St., East Lan-
sing. facebook.com/HopCatEastLansing. 

Summer Scavenger Hunt - Gather your family, 
friends, coworkers, or neighbors and spend July 
exploring Lansing in a whole new way. Complete 
fun photo challenges, discover local parks and 
businesses, earn points, and make lasting mem-
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Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 28

Boom Ball
5:30-9:30 p.m. Saturday, July 4

Jackson Field
505 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

boomballtour.com
If you’ve been curious about the “show 

baseball” experience, head out to Jackson 
Field Saturday for the nationally touring 
Boom Ball.

Co-ed teams Lucky Llamas and Chaos 
Crew —  comprising former collegiate and 
minor league baseball players, softball stars 
and reality TV personalities — will face off in 
a high-energy, interactive spin on America’s 
pastime. The game will feature six innings, 
with all kinds of entertainment throughout. 

Think Savannah Bananas-level fun, 
ramped up with more interactive fan mo-
ments, stunts and surprises. And, as it’s the 
Fourth of July, there will be a fireworks dis-
play to cap the game.

“We’re fired up to bring Boom Ball to Lansing for the Fourth of July,” Lansing Lugnuts 
general manager Zac Clark said. “Independence Day is special here, with the whole com-
munity coming together for celebration and spectacle at Jackson Field, and that’s what 
Boom Ball is all about.”
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Monday, July 6
AA Women’s Meeting - 6-7 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. 517-377-
1444. AALansingMI.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing. cmialanon.
org.

Art Ability Crafts for Adults - This program, held 
on the first Monday of the month, welcomes 
adults who may be on the spectrum, seniors, and 
anyone who is differently abled. 1-2 p.m. Bath 
Township Public Library, 14051 Webster Road, 
Bath. bathtownshippubliclibrary.org.

Brewers Meetup at Summerlands Brewing Co. - A 
discussion group to talk about all things brewing 
and winemaking. All levels of experience wel-
come, from pros to those considering taking up 
homebrewing. 6-7:30 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. 
facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Broadway Summer Performance Class for Teens 
and Adults - Develop skills and techniques for 
singing and acting on stage. Ten-week class. 
Meets twice per week. 6-7:30 p.m. Ruhala Holistic 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Euchre - 1-3 p.m. Eaton Rapids Senior Center, 201 
Grand St., Eaton Rapids. facebook.com/Eaton-
RapidsSeniorCenter.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Game Night: Fish Ladder Music Park - Game night 
brings together DJ trivia, carnival games, music, 
food trucks, vendors, and riverfront fun every 
Monday from 6-9 p.m. 216 E. Grand River Ave., 
Lansing. lansingriverfront.org.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Yoga - Free exercise class 
for people with Parkinson’s. Caregivers are 
welcome to participate if space allows. 1 p.m. 
Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org.

Shape Note Singing - First and third Mondays, free, 
loan books available, beginners and the curious 
are welcome. 7-9 p.m. Edgewood United Church, 
469 N. Hagadorn Road, East Lansing. fasolamich-
igan.org.

T-Rex Counted Cross Stitch - Calling all dino lovers 
and crafty creators! Join us for this begin-
ner-friendly counted cross stitch program. 6-7 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.libcal.com.

Tuesday, July 7
Acting Scene Study Class for Teens and Adults - 
Students will learn the fundamentals of acting: 
diction, projection, stage presence, stage direc-
tions, working off their partner, basic script work 
and improvisation. Ten-week class. 6:30-8 p.m. 
Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Al-Anon Meeting - 9 a.m. Alano Club South, 3500 
S. Cedar St., Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 7 p.m. St. Jude Church, 801 N. 
Bridge St., DeWitt. cmialanon.org.

Compulsive Eaters Anonymous-HOW Meeting - 
Meets in person and virtually. 5:30 p.m. St. Jude 
Catholic Church, 801 N. Bridge St., DeWitt. For 
Zoom info, call 989-620-0448 or go to ceahow.
org/en/find-a-meeting.

Diabetes PATH - Six-week workshop designed to 
help individuals with diabetes or pre-diabetes 
improve their health and feel better. 1-3:30 p.m. 
Eaton Rapids Medical Center, 1500 S. Main St., 
Eaton Rapids. To register, call 517-887-1465 or 
email histedc@tcoa.org.

Dine & Discovery: Tamales, with Chef Lorinda 
Torrez - Join us in the Maker Kitchen for cooking 
workshops featuring ANC makers and Lan-
sing-local talent! 6-8 p.m. Allen Marketplace 

(north entrance), 1629 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 
eventbrite.com/o/26136752469.

Dino-rama Dioramas - Use plastic dinosaurs, 
trees, rocks, paint, and other materials to create 
a dinosaur scene in a box. 3-4 p.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. gladl.libcal.com.

Finance Committee - 6 p.m. City Hall, 114 Woodhull 
St., Laingsburg. laingsburg.us/park-committee.

Greater Lansing History Book Group - 6:30-7:45 
p.m. Big Boy, 1408 Old U.S. 27, St. Johns.

The Green Door Comedy Showcase - The Green 
Door features some of the state and beyond’s 
best stand-up talent every week! Doors 7 p.m., 
show 8 p.m. The Green Door, 2005 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing. 517-482-6376. greendoorlive.com.

Improv Acting Class for Teens and Adults - Perform 
your characters and learn how to make them 
funnier and more dramatic! Ten-week class 6:30-
8 p.m. Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Open Swim Improv Comedy - Anyone in the commu-
nity can come to participate in improv comedy 
games, or just sit in the audience, suggest 
prompts, and watch the silliness unfold! The event 
is free for your first visit and $20 annually after 
that. 7-9 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 Museum 
Drive, Lansing. riverwalktheatre.com/barebones.
html.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Balance, Conditioning 
and Strength - Free exercise class for people 
with Parkinson’s. Caregivers are welcome to 
participate if space allows. 1 p.m. Michigan 
Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To 
register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org. 

Songwriting Class for Teens and Adults - This ten-
week workshop is designed to help songwriters 
develop their craft. 6:30-8 p.m. Ruhala Holistic 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle - 7:30-9 p.m. 325 River-
front Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansingshuffle.
com.

Zoo Days | $2 Admission - Enjoy a wild day out at 
Potter Park Zoo for just $2 admission and free 
parking. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., 
Lansing. potterparkzoo.org.

Wednesday, July 8
Adult Bingo - Join us for a fun afternoon of bingo, 
complete with light refreshments and prizes 
for the winners! 2:30-4 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
gladl.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

Bingo - Every Wednesday. Doors open at 4:30 
p.m. Bingo cafe 5 p.m. Early bird 6 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids Senior Center, 201 Grand St., Eaton Rap-
ids. facebook.com/EatonRapidsSeniorCenter.

Broadway Summer Performance Class for Teens 
and Adults - Develop skills and techniques for 
singing and acting on stage. Ten-week class. 
Meets twice per week. 6-7:30 p.m. Ruhala Holistic 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Coffee and Conversation - A monthly Chamber of 
Commerce networking event. 9-10 a.m. City Hall, 
310 Greenwood St., Grand Ledge. facebook.com/
GrandLedgeChamber.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Help Your College-Bound Child Avoid Costly Legal 
Mistakes - Alex and Ben will provide a practical, 
parent-focused discussion on how to help your 
student avoid common pitfalls and how to re-

Cocaine Anonymous Meeting - “We are here and 
we are free.” 10 a.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing.

Eaton Rapids 4th of July Market - Let’s make this 
Independence Day market shine with hometown 
pride! 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Hamlin Street, Eaton Rap-
ids. facebook.com/ERFarmersMarket.

Market on the Grand - 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Jaycee 
Park, 525 E. River St., Grand Ledge. gran-
dledgechamber.com/market_on_the_grand.
php.

Saturday Guided Tours - Each Saturday at 1 
p.m., a guided tour of the museum is conduct-
ed by one of our volunteer docents or staff 
members. Tours run an average of 45 minutes. 
Participation is covered by general admission 
to the museum. R.E. Olds Transportation Mu-
seum, 240 Museum Drive, Lansing. reoldsmu-
seum.org.

Sunday, July 5
East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East Lan-
sing. cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket.

Jugglers and Would-Be Jugglers - Jugglers 
meet at the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 
p.m. Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. 
mikemarhanka@gmail.com.

July Worship Services at Regal - If you’re 
looking for a unique, inclusive, welcoming, 
creative place to gather for worship, come join 
Sycamore Creek’s three campuses at Regal 

Cinemas in the Lansing Mall every Sunday in 
July! 10:30 a.m.-noon. 5330 W. Saginaw Hwy., 
Lansing. facebook.com/sycamorecreekchur-
cheastwood.

Quaker Meeting for Worship - Rich communal 
silence that invites thinking deeply, developing 
spiritually, loving fully, speaking our truths. 
Children’s program provided. 10:30 a.m. Red 
Cedar Friends Meeting House, 1400 Turner St., 
Lansing. redcedarfriends.org. 

Refugee Development Center Fundraiser - Love 
Rose benefit concert — eclectic poetic soul 
with interpretive dance and audience percus-
sive participation. Silent auction/food drive 
for the RDC and ceramic art/CD/poster sales. 
5-8:30 p.m. Altu’s Ethiopian Cuisine, 1312 E. 
Michigan Ave., East Lansing. facebook.com/
altusethiopiancuisine.

Sunday Brunch at Summerlands Brewing Co. 
- We’ve updated our hours and menu to bring 
you the perfect Sunday experience, whether 
you’re craving something classic, coastal or 
hearty. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. 
facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Treat Trot Lansing - Every registration includes 
great swag: designer shirt, custom medal, chip 
timing with live results and awards, free photos, 
and great snacks at the finish line! 7-10 a.m. 
Burchard Park, 220 E. Maple St., Lansing. runsig-
nup.com/Race/MI/Lansing/TreatTrotLansing.

Weekly Drum Circle at Lake Lansing Park North 
- Join us every Sunday (weather permitting) for 
a fun and energetic afternoon of rhythm and 
drumming with the Greater Lansing Area Drum-
mers! 2-4 p.m. 6260 E. Lake Drive, Haslett. 
lansingdrummers.wixsite.com.

Williamston Farm & Artisan Market - 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. McCormick Park, 123 High St., Williamston. 
williamstonfarmmarket.org.

A Night at the Soul 
Lounge Fourth of July 

Bash
3 p.m-2 a.m. Saturday, July 4

Lansing Shuffle
325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing
facebook.com/LansingShuffle

In honor of Independence Day, Our-
space 517 will host a special edition of its 
popular Soul Lounge event series. The 
day begins with a vintage market, pow-
ered by Wake Up Call, from 3 to 8 p.m., offering vinyl, clothing and local art.

At 9 p.m., the party officially begins, bringing a variety of music to three stages. Each 
stage will have a different sound: a mix of R&B, soul, hip-hop and party favorites in the 
Shuffle; Afrobeats, amapiano, house and ghetto tech on the patio; and a live performance 
by MikeyyAustin at Rotary Park. Around 10 p.m., attendees will be able to view the city’s 
fireworks display from the riverfront.

DJ sets will be provided throughout the day by E-Nyce, Kaels, Ozay Moore, Myrical, DJ 
Norde and iLL Will 734.

Admission to the vintage market is free. Tickets for the evening event range from $10 
to $20. 

Events
from page 27

See Events, Page 29

SUA SPONTE ORDER REGARDING ALTERNATE SERVICE, State of Michigan, 30th 
District Judicial Circuit Court, 313 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48933, 517-483-6500, 
Ingham County, Case No. 11-1901-DS, Judge Lisa McCormick. Plaintiff: Katelin Collins. 
Defendant: Jonathan Davis. The Court Finds: Service of process upon the Plaintiff, 
Katelin Collins, cannot reasonably be made as provided in MCR 2.015 and service of 
process may be made in a manner that is reasonably calculated to give the defendant actual 
notice of the proceedings and an opportunity to be heard. It is Ordered: Service of the Ex 
Parte Order and Motion, regarding Custody and Parenting Time regarding Jaylen, 
Jeweleana, Jonathan and Jacquelyn Davis, dated March 4, 2026 and a copy of this order 
shall be made by the following method(s). Other: Publishing a copy of the Order once each 
week, for three consecutive weeks, June 17, 24 and July 1, 2026, in a newspaper in the 
county Plaintiff resides. If it is unknown where Plaintiff resides, then in Ingham County. 
Judge Lisa McCormick, P53858, 4/1/26.

CP#26-239
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PLATINUMFOUNDING SPONSOR GOLD SILVER SUPPORTERSP R O D U C E D  B Y

PICKLE MAFIA • PHILLIP MANUEL • CAT DADDY • DETROIT JAZZ EXPERIENCE
THE LANSING CONCERT BAND-BIG BAND • MSU NONET PLAY JEFF HAAS
WALTER BLANDING & HIS JAZZ AMBASSADORS PLAY GREG HILL • 800G
JEFF BALDORI PLAYS MOSE ALLISON • CLIQUE VOCALS • SCHOOL OF ROCK
TOM DUFFIELD • JAMM SCHOOLARSHIP BAND • and more - Subject to change
On Turner St at Cesar Chavez Ave  • MICA 517 371 4600 • 1210 Turner St. • micharts.org

2026

August 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 • in Old Town, Lansing
Immerse yourself in five days of Jazz!

Lansing Fourth of 
July celebration

11 a.m. Saturday, July 4
The Capitol

100 N. Capitol Ave., 
Lansing

7 p.m. Saturday, July 4
Adado Riverfront Park
201 E. Shiawassee St., 

Lansing
lansingmi.gov/4th-of-ju-

ly-celebration

Lansing’s annual Fourth of 
July celebration begins with a parade at 11 a.m., traveling around the Capitol Loop. Fol-
lowing the parade will be a concert on the Capitol steps with Guy Sferlazza, who will 
perform a program of popular American music from 1776 to today.

Things pick back up at 7 p.m. with another concert at Adado Riverfront Park, featuring 
patriotic performances by the Lansing Concert Band and the U.S. Air Force Roots in Blue 
band. Food trucks will offer snacks and refreshments. The evening ends with a fireworks 
display at 10 p.m.

Guests are encouraged to bring a lawn chair or blanket to the evening activities.

spond should the worst happen. Noon-12:30 p.m. 
Virtual — register at bit.ly/2ndWeds2026.

MSU Extension Adulting 101: Think Before You Click! 
- This workshop will focus on smart ways to stay 
safe online, from protecting your privacy to spot-
ting scams and handling social media responsibly. 
6-8 p.m. Virtual — register at canr.msu.edu/
van_buren.

National Association of Career Women July Lun-
cheon - Facilitated networking event. Visitors wel-
come. Come with an ask and leave remembering 
your why! 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. The Hidden Gem Event 
Venue, 4230 Charlar Drive, Holt. eventbrite.
com/o/16813410745.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Tai Chi - Free group class 
tailored for people with Parkinson’s and their 
caregivers. Improve balance and strength. 1 p.m. 
Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org.

Parkinson’s Support Group: Informal Discussions - 
Small discussion groups. People with Parkinson’s 
meet in a separate room from caregivers for 
confidential conversations. 1-3 p.m. Congrega-
tion Shaarey Zedek, 1924 Coolidge Road, East 
Lansing. lapsg.org.

Read Between the Wines Book Club - Grab your 
book, pour a glass, and join us for a cozy evening 
of wine and conversation. This month’s selection 
is “The Butterfly Tree: An Extraordinary Saga 
of Seven Generations,” by Woody Woodburn. 
5-7:30 p.m. Burgdorf’s Winery, 4212 E. Holt Road, 
Webberville. facebook.com/wine.burgdorfs.

Sporcle Live Trivia - Join us at HopCat East 
Lansing every Wednesday for trivia! Two rounds, 
two chances to score prizes. First game: 7 p.m. 
Second game: 8 p.m. 300 Grove St., East Lansing. 
facebook.com/HopCatEastLansing. 

Summer Strings Rehearsal at MSU Community 
Music School - Summer Strings is the CMS Adult 
Ensembles – Orchestra for the summer session. 
It’s open to all adults wanting to play in an 
orchestra. 7-8 p.m. 4930 S. Hagadorn Road, East 
Lansing. cmsaemusic.weebly.com.

Weaving the Web: Fire - Join us in person or 
online for our weekly community night, an open, 
cross-tradition discussion space where we learn, 
share and build community together. 6-8 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Women’s Healing Circle - A space for women to 
share their stories, inspire each other and lift 
each other up. 8-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Zoo Days | $2 Admission - Enjoy a wild day out at 
Potter Park Zoo for just $2 admission and free 
parking. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., 
Lansing. potterparkzoo.org.

Thursday, July 9
“The 39 Steps” - This beloved mystery is a 
hilarious comedy full of dazzling stagecraft and 
virtuoso performances that will have you rolling 
in the aisles until the death-defying, climactic fina-
le. 7:30 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. Putnam 
St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow 
Urgent Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. 
cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presby-
terian Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cmialanon.org.

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James 
Couzens Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. 
bathtownship.us/departments/farmers-market.
php.

Bike Night at Summerlands Brewing Co. - Kick back 
with an ice-cold brew, grab a burger, and check 
out some awesome bikes while enjoying great 
company and laid-back vibes. 7-10 p.m. 1957 
Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/summerlands-
brewing.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or any 
other portable craft project and immerse your-
self in an evening of creativity, conversation and 
community. 5-8 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Field Crops Virtual Breakfast Series: Irrigation 
Management Considerations, with Dr. Younsuk Dong 
- 7-8 a.m. Virtual — register at canr.msu.edu/
field_crops.

“I’ve Got a Text” Thursdays | “Love Island” Watch 
Nights at MP Social - Join us every Thursday night 
as we stream the latest episode of “Love Island” 
on the big screens. 4-10 p.m. 313 N. Cedar St., 
Lansing. facebook.com/mpsocial.lansing.

Michigan Inventors Coalition 2026 Summit - Calling 
all aspiring inventors, founders, and experienced 
business owners — this event is for you! 9 a.m.-6 
p.m. Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center, 219 
S. Harrison Road, East Lansing. eventbrite.
com/o/120999038531.

Events
from page 28

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

H&H Mobil Abandoned Auto Auction
Viewing 7/16/26 By Appointment

2818 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48912
Call 517-332-6335

Bids must be submitted by 8am 7/20/26
at 1500 Haslett Rd. East Lansing, MI 48823

For more info go to www.hhmobil.com CP#26-256
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From METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
Dessert can be the crowning touch 

to a delicious meal. Pie is a popu-
lar dessert that undoubtedly bene-
fits from versatility. Pie comes in so 
many flavors that it’s possible to eat a 
slice each day for a month and never 
have the same one twice. For those 
with a predilection for cherry pie, 
this recipe from Lines+Angles is sure 
to please.

Cherry pie
Makes eight servings
Pie dough:
2 1⁄4 cups unbleached all-purpose
flour, plus extra for dusting
1 teaspoon table salt
2 tablespoons granulated sugar
2⁄3 cup unsalted butter, cut into 
1⁄4-inch cubes
7 tablespoons vegetable 
shortening, chilled
1⁄3 cup ice water

Cherry filling:
6 cups sweet cherries, pitted
3/4 cup granulated sugar
One small lemon, zested to yield 
1 teaspoon zest and juiced to yield 
2 teaspoons juice
1⁄8 teaspoon ground allspice
1⁄8 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1⁄8 teaspoon almond extract
1 tablespoon brandy
3 to 4 tablespoons quick-cooking 
tapioca
2 tablespoons unsalted butter, 
cut into small pieces
1. Mix the flour, salt and sugar in 

a food processor fitted with a steel 
blade. Scatter the butter pieces over 
the flour mixture, tossing to coat the 
butter with a little flour. Cut the but-
ter into the flour with five one-second 
pulses. Add the shortening and con-
tinue to cut it in until the flour is pale 
yellow and resembles coarse corn-
meal with butter bits no larger than 

small peas, about four more one-sec-
ond pulses. Turn the mixture into a 
medium bowl. 

2. Sprinkle all but 1 tablespoon of 
the ice water over the mixture. With 
the blade of rubber spatula, use a 
folding motion to mix. Press down on 
the dough with the broad side of the 
spatula until the dough sticks togeth-
er, adding up to 1 tablespoon of the 
remaining ice water if the dough does 
not come together. Divide the dough 
into two balls, one slightly larger than 
the other. Flatten each into a 4-inch-
wide disk. Dust lightly with flour, 
wrap separately in plastic and refrig-
erate at least 30 minutes. 

3. Remove the dough from refriger-
ator and let it stand at room tempera-
ture to soften slightly, about 10 min-
utes. Heat the oven to 400 degrees. 
Toss the fruit with the sugar, lemon 
juice and zest, spices, almond extract, 

By COURTNEY BOWERMAN
PetalPop Café, a floral-themed 

brunch restaurant that opened in 
March, chose a very clever 
and fitting location: a former 
flower shop. Anyone familiar 
with the Genesee neighbor-
hood will know that up until 
2010, the pair of brick build-
ings on Ionia Street, known 
as the Bailey Buildings, used 
to house Belen’s Flowers. 

The café has an 
appropriately bright 
and cheery atmo-
sphere. While the 
space is small and 
can get busy during 
the lunch hour, the 
service is relatively 
fast. The menu items 
are also a must for avid brunchers, with 
a wide variety of omelets, pancakes, 
waffles, sandwiches and specialty craft 
sodas. 

For my first outing, I wanted to get 
something special. After some waffling 
(pun intended), I decided to give the 
chicken and waffles a go. It’s a dish I’ve 
tried only once before, because, quite 
frankly, it’s always seemed like a strange 

combination to me. I’ve never even con-
sidered having chicken for breakfast, let 
alone with syrup. I know it’s a “South-
ern” dish, but even for an area known for 

its sugary cuisine (case in 
point, Elvis’ beloved fried 
peanut butter and banana 
sandwiches), it feels like 
too much. Just thinking 
about it is enough to spike 
my cholesterol. 

That being said, when 
I finally did try 
chicken and waf-
fles for the first 
time several years 
ago, I was sur-
prised to find that 
the combination 
isn’t as gross as I 
thought, though 

I still wouldn’t eat it on a regular basis.
PetalPop’s chicken and waffles aren’t 

for the faint of heart. No, the base is not 
a Belgian waffle — that would be far too 
decadent. It’s a plain waffle loaded with 
several fried chicken strips. The waffle 
is thick and fluffy, and the chicken strips 
are fresh and crispy. The maple syrup 
and butter are served on the side, so if 
you don’t want any syrup touching your 

chicken, you can keep them on separate 
ends of your plate. However, if you’re ad-
venturous enough to give the combina-
tion a try, the result is sinfully delicious. 

We may not be in the South, but this 
unlikely duo works just as well for us 

Midwesterners. True, it’s so filling that 
you’ll probably feel obligated to spend 
the rest of the day exercising just to 
purge your guilt, but it’s worth it. After 
all, don’t we all deserve to splurge on 
calories sometimes?

Chicken and waffles
$16

PetalPop Café
519 W. Ionia St., Lansing

7 a.m.-2:30 p.m. daily
(517) 999-1551

petalpopcafe.com
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

PetalPop Café’s chicken and waffles are decadently delicious

Cherry pie makes for a flavorful finishing touch 
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

Courtney Bowerman for City Pulse

See Recipe, Page 31
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brandy and tapioca; let it stand for 
15 minutes. 

4. Roll the larger dough disk on a 
lightly floured surface into a 12-inch 
circle, about 1⁄8-inch thick. Transfer 
and fit the dough into a 9-inch glass 
pie pan, leaving dough that over-
hangs the lip in place. Turn the fruit 
mixture, including the juices, into 
the pie shell. Scatter the butter pieces 
over the fruit. Refrigerate until ready 
to top with the remaining dough. 

5. Roll the smaller disk on a lightly 
floured surface into a 10-inch circle. 
Lay it over the fruit. Trim the top 
and bottom edges of the dough to 1⁄2 
inch beyond the pan lip. Tuck this 

rim of dough underneath itself so 
that the folded edge is flush with the 
pan lip. Flute the dough in your own 
fashion or press it with fork tines to 
seal. Cut four slits at right angles on 
top of the pie to allow steam to es-
cape. If the pie dough is very soft, 
place it in the freezer for 10 minutes 
before baking. 

6. Place the pie on a baking sheet 
and bake until top crust is gold-
en, 20 to 25 minutes. Reduce the 
oven temperature to 350 degrees 
and continue to bake until the juic-
es bubble and the crust is golden 
brown, 30 to 40 minutes longer. 

7. Transfer the pie to wire rack 
and let it cool to almost room tem-
perature, so the juices have time to 
thicken, one to two hours.

Tips: If you prefer a less sweet pie, 
or if the fruit is very sweet, use less 

sugar. If you like your pie juice to be 
thick, or if the fruit is really juicy, 
opt for the larger amount of tapioca. 

BUY ONE @ EDLP
GET THE 2ND PAK
1/2 OFF
2ND ITEM MUST BE IDENTICAL TO 1ST

BOGO MEAT SALE 
JULY 3 THRU JULY 6

EAST LANSING 
(Frandor)  305 N Clippert Ave. 

Across from Frandor Mall
517-332-6892

Mon-Sat 8am-9pm • Sun 10am-7pm

FARM PROMISE
Baby Back Ribs 2/$5.54/lb

PRE MEATS
Boneless Ribeye - 10 Oz 2/$22.49
Tenderloin Filet - 5 Oz 2/$20.99
Ground Beef - 85/15 2/$13.49/lb

MILLER CHICKEN
Organic Boneless, 

Skinless Chicken Breast 
2/$14.74/LB

Miller Organic Wings 
2/$8.99/LB

Miller Organic Boneless, 
Skinless Chicken Thighs 

2/$12.44/LB

10 OZ BRATWURST
Smoked Cheddar 

Jalapeno or Hickory 
Smoked Gouda 

2/$13.49
Uncured 2/$11.99

PATTIES
27 oz Salt & Pepper, 
32 oz Unseasoned 
or 32 oz IQF Bacon 

Cheddar 
2/$37.49

THOUSAND HILLS

www.BetterHealthMarket.com

ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE

1905

Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design
Signs • Banners • T-Shirts •Logos

As Seen On the Cover of CityPulseTOP 5 PIZZA
Based on your votes in WKAR and 

City Pulse’s 2025 Top of the Town 
contest. Bon appétit!

1. Bell’s Greek Pizza
Bare-bones parlor serving pies,
sandwiches, wings and other casual
fare
1135 E. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing
(517) 332-0858
thebellspizza.com
10 a.m.-11 p.m. Sunday-Thursday
10 a.m.-1 a.m. Friday-Saturday

2. Jet’s Pizza — all locations
Counter-serve chain offering 
Detroit-style pizza with flavored 
crusts, plus wings and subs
See jetspizza.com for locations, 
hours and phone numbers

3. Klavon’s 
Pizzeria and pub known for its 
signature stuffed pizzas, plus 
calzones, burgers and other casual eats 
318 W. Kipp Road, Mason
(517) 604-6565
klavons.com
11 a.m.-8:30 p.m. Sunday-Thursday
11 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday

4. Sleepwalker Spirits and Ale
Microbrewery and restaurant 
serving pizzas, breadsticks and
house-made dips
1101 S. Washington Ave., Lansing
(517) 918-4046
drinksleepwalker.com
3-9 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday
3-10 p.m. Friday
Noon-10 p.m. Saturday
10 a.m.-8 p.m. Sunday

5. The Cosmos
Funky parlor offering wood-fired 
pizzas amid space-themed murals 
and arcade games 
1200 N. Larch St., Lansing
(517) 897-3563
thecosmoslansing.com
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Thursday
11 a.m.-11 p.m. Friday
Noon-11 p.m. Saturday
Noon-10 p.m. Sunday

THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED BY 

CITY PULSE AND WKAR VOTERS

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS

Recipe
from page 30
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