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Sponsored Content
America Keeps Americaning

So I was having a di�cult time nailing down a topic to write about this week.

Not because there was a shortage of news. Apparently, the universe has decided 
that what Americans really need is a fresh outrage every morning before we’ve 
even �nished our co�ee.

Frankly, I know I’m not alone in my anxiousness as we head toward the midterms. 
I’m increasingly feeling like everything is unpredictable. More unpredictable 
than I can ever remember. Every day seems to bring another headline that makes 
me wonder whether we’re watching a country unravel in real time or whether 
we’ve simply become so numb that we no longer recognize what unraveling 
looks like.

Then I started hearing more and more about the seven fraternity brothers at 
Cornell University.

And here we go again. Because apparently, despite decades of evidence, we still 
have to ask the same questions.

What was she wearing? What was she drinking? Why was she there? Why didn’t 
she leave, �ght back, scream or say something sooner?

At what point did we decide that the person who was allegedly harmed should 
be the one put on trial? I thought the people who were supposed to protect her 
would actually protect her.

Particularly administrators at a university—a place of higher learning. A 
prestigious institution. A place that presumably spends a considerable amount 
of time teaching young people about ethics, responsibility and consequences.

Apparently, there was a typo in the curriculum. Instead of protecting her, they 
protected the boys. And shame on me for thinking this university might have 
higher standards. I guess I’m just delusional.

Because despite everything happening around us, some stupid, stubborn part of 
me continues to believe that we are evolving. That we are progressing. That 
somewhere underneath all the greed, corruption, tribalism and political bullshit, 
there is still a desire to become a more enlightened society.

I keep hoping that maybe we’ll eventually look at the mistakes we’ve made and 
say, “You know what? That was awful. Let’s never do that again.” Instead, America 
seems to respond with, “Hold my beer.”

America keeps Americaning. This is tradition. And apparently, tradition is sacred.

This isn’t a college problem. It isn’t a campus problem, Cornell problem or even 
exclusively a university problem.

It’s a patriarchy problem. It’s an American problem. And at its root, it is a problem 
with men. Men don’t hold men accountable.

We protect our buddies. We protect our organizations, reputations and 
institutions. And when someone �nally asks why nobody protected the woman 
who was actually harmed, we act confused.

Michigan State University should never have another scandal after Larry Nassar. 
Never. That should have been the moment when every institution in America 
collectively looked in the mirror and said, “Never again.” Instead, apparently, 
“never again” means “until the next time.”

And then there’s our president. When asked about Cornell, he gave us the 
familiar song and dance: smear the prosecutor, attack the people pursuing 
accountability and �nd a way to make the people accused of wrongdoing the 
victims.

Because apparently, accountability is now something you can simply yell at until 
it goes away. It’s almost comforting in its predictability. Almost.

And while we’re talking about things that have become predictable, let’s not 
forget another mass school shooting. Another school. Another shooter. Another 
collection of terri�ed children and grieving parents.

Another political argument about everything except the one thing that should 
be obvious: We have created a country where children have to practice what to 
do when someone comes into their school with a gun. And we call that freedom.

Think about that for a moment. We have somehow reached the point where a 

child knowing how to hide from an armed person is considered a reasonable 
part of an American education.

But apparently suggesting that maybe we should do something about the guns 
is where we draw the line. Because freedom. Of course.

The funny thing about America is that we seem to have developed a very 
selective de�nition of freedom. We are incredibly passionate about the freedom 
to own a gun. Less passionate about the freedom of a woman to walk into a 
fraternity house without becoming a victim.

Very passionate about protecting the rights of the accused. Less passionate 
about protecting the person who was harmed.

Very passionate about individual liberty … until that liberty belongs to someone 
we don’t like.

And extremely passionate about protecting institutions, especially when those 
institutions are protecting the “wrong” people.

So if I had to come up with a new American slogan, perhaps it would be: America: 
Get a gun. Rape women. Protect the powerful. Tradition dies hard here.

Maybe that sounds extreme. Maybe it is. But then again, we’ve become pretty 
damn good at making the extreme ordinary.

We normalize sexual violence. We normalize victim blaming. We normalize men 
protecting men, institutions protecting themselves, children being murdered at 
school.

We normalize politicians attacking prosecutors. We normalize corruption, cruelty 
and the inexplicable. And then we slap a �ag on it and call it freedom.

We may not be free from harm, but apparently, we’re still free to harm. And 
maybe that’s the most American thing of all.

I still want to believe we can be better. I still want to believe that somewhere 
beneath all the noise, there is a country capable of looking at itself honestly and 
saying, “This isn’t who we want to be.”

But perhaps that’s the delusional part of me talking. Because America keeps 
Americaning.

And maybe the hardest truth isn’t that America has failed to evolve. Maybe it’s 
that we keep calling the failure “a tradition.”

And as long as we do that, we can keep congratulating ourselves for being the 
greatest country on Earth while asking the people we failed to explain why they 
weren’t careful enough. Asking why they drank too much or trusted the wrong 
person. 

Why they went to the wrong place, or didn’t �ght harder, scream louder or 
protect themselves. Anything, apparently, except asking the people who did the 
harm why they did it.

Anything except asking the institutions that protected them why they chose the 
institution over the victim. Or asking ourselves why, after all these years, we’re 
still having the same damn conversation.

Maybe I’m naive. Maybe I’m delusional. But I still believe an enlightened society 
is possible. I just wish America would stop making me prove it.

Did Epstein really kill himself? 

Please email me at lansingallstar@gmail.com
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■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (844) 554-1883 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

844-554-1883
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (844) 554-1883.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt223

1. Contact Us

Call (844) 554-1883

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.
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By MIKE ELLIS
Lansing Police Chief Robert Back-

us said Friday he could not rule out 
a serial killer after several violent 
deaths within about a mile on the 
Lansing River Trail in the past year.

“Do we have a serial killer in Lan-
sing?” he asked at a news conference 
Friday, echoing questions he’s been 
hearing from the community. “We 
are looking at the idea, or possibil-
ity, that these may be related cases. 
We look for information, we look 
for patterns and we have developed 
some. For example, we believe that 
all of our victims are members of 
our unhoused community. We sus-
pect that in these instances, the in-
juries occur overnight, in the early 
morning hours. We believe that our 
victims in this case were lying down, 
potentially even sleeping.”

There have been five deaths, with 
three formally determined to be ho-
micides and two others matching 
many of the details.

But police are tentatively separat-
ing one of the cases, in which some-
one has been arrested for a fatal 
stabbing. 

The other four have had no arrests 
and are all linked to some kind of 

beating, with severe facial injuries. 
Those four are white men in their 
50s or older.

Police have not identified a weap-
on or instrument they suspect was 
used, the chief said.

Most of the victims survived sev-

eral days in a hospital before dying; 
the earliest of the deaths was in 
2025.

Gino Chouinard, 54, died on Oct. 
27, about two weeks after he was in-
jured.

Denis Dunnebacke, 70, was found 

By MIKE ELLIS
Lansing Police Chief Rob Back-

us said 29-year-old Zachary Dunn, 
who was shot and killed by police 
on Sept. 23, had a fake gun and may 
have called 911 on himself in what 
police were treating as a mental 
health crisis.

Police have said the man pointed 
a gun at officers around 4:30 a.m. 
at the 600 block of E. Jolly Road, 
where a major road reconstruction 
meets an apartment complex.

Backus spoke about the shooting 
during a news conference Thursday 
and shared video that shows Dunn 
standing in a parking lot, with sev-
eral car lengths separating him and 
several officers.

In most of the video, Dunn holds 
an object to his head. Several offi-
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“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

After five deaths along Lansing River Trail in last year, police can’t rule out serial killer

A map showing the approximate locations 
where four men were found injured in the 
last year. Addresses from Lansing Police, 
map created by Mike Ellis/City Pulse.

Mike Ellis/City Pulse

Mike Ellis/City Pulse

See Killer, Page 6

Man shot by Lansing Police had ‘fake gun’ and may have called 911 on himself during mental health crisis, chief said
cers talked to him, referring to it as 
a gun and at least one officer asked 
him to lower the gun without aim-
ing it in their direction.

After several minutes, an offi-
cer approached from the side and 
fired a Taser at Dunn. Dunn ran 
away. Video of the short foot chase 
appears to show him turning and 
raising his arm, pointing the object 
in the direction of the officers who 
were pursuing him.

Police released a 10-minute vid-
eo with footage from several body 
cameras and vehicle cameras and 
including a 911 call. The video is on 
YouTube.

The video stops before the mo-
ment of gunfire and resumes with 

See Man shot, Page 6
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By BEN SOLIS/
Michigan Advance
MichiganAdvance.com
Members of “Spartans for Will,” who 

back Democrat Will Lawrence, and sup-
porters of Republican U.S. Rep. Tom 
Barrett (R-Charlotte) clashed in a war 
of words and protest signs in downtown 
Lansing on Monday evening during a 
pair of demonstrations calling out Law-
rence and Barrett over their respective 
campaign planks — and in the case of 
Barrett, his congressional record — with 
just 31 days left in the 2026 general 
election cycle.

Lawrence, the Democratic nominee 
for the 7th Congressional District, and 
Barrett, the seat’s incumbent, are set to 
square off Tuesday in a debate hosted by 
WKAR-TV in Lansing.

Organizers of the pro-Lawrence 
demonstration, which was held outside 
of Barrett’s office in Lansing, called at-
tention to the congressman’s record on 
artificial intelligence, the data centers 
that power its proliferation, healthcare 
and other issues that progressives have 
noted in their calls to elect Lawrence in 
the fall.

Camden Kimmel, a Michigan State 
University student and a member of 
“Spartans for Will,” gave remarks at the 
protest, highlighting the group’s issues 
with Barrett. Cynthia Burton, with Bee 
Accepting, also aired grievances with 
Barrett’s time in office.

“We must act now. Status quo systems, 
policies, and politicians are never going 

to fix the damaging mistakes of the past 
two, 12, 20, 189 and 250 years. The op-
portunity to unite people towards a bet-
ter future is here, and we will not let it 
pass us by,” Kimmel said. “I very much 
consider Tom Barrett a status quo pol-
itician. Taking corporate PAC money, 
bowing down to Trump and voting for 
the ‘Big Beautiful Bill,’ supporting the 
war in Iran, and entrenching our ener-
gy grid’s dependence on the fossil fuel 
industry. He has expressed no desire to 

stand up to AI startups and data center 
builders, instead preferring to pass that 
responsibility over to the local town-
ships.”

Lawrence spokesperson Mya Legel 
told Michigan Advance following the 
event that “Michiganders have paid the 
price of Tom Barrett’s cost- raising re-
cord in Congress.”

“One night on a debate stage is too lit-
tle, too late to make up for two years of 
absence, billionaire tax breaks, and rub-

ber-stamping Donald Trump’s agenda,” 
Legal said.

Barrett’s supporters counter-pro-
grammed the protest by holding one of 
their own, calling out Lawrence’s asso-
ciations with the democratic socialist 
movement, his arrest record from days 
of protesting oil pipelines, and other 
grievances with Lawrence’s campaign.

Several members of the pro-Barrett 
demonstration were asked if they would 
like to be interviewed by the Advance, 
but declined. Those present and repre-
senting Barrett at the counter-demon-
stration included members of the 
Michigan Republican Party, from GOP 
legislative aides to members of regional 
and county GOP offices.

Barrett spokesperson Jason Roe 
pushed back on the protest and the 
Lawrence campaign calling the con-
gressman’s record into question.

“The Lawrence campaign is a cam-
paign of theater kids. Since Tom first 
was sworn in nearly two years ago, Will 
and his merry band of mischief makers 
have been protesting his office, harass-
ing his staff, vandalizing his office, and 
making unfounded accusations that 
predated his first votes in Congress.” 
Roe told the Advance. “Hopefully, the 
voters are not fooled by the theatrics 
and look at the record, because Tom’s 
record stands up against any member of 
the Michigan delegation in terms of his 
independence,  voting in line with the 
needs of his district, and it’s why he’s 
going to get reelected.”

officers treating Dunn. It is not clear how 
many shots were fired but Backus said 
six officers are on administrative leave 
and that those officers are believed to 
have fired their guns.

Backus said the decision to not share 
that part of the shooting was made by 
him, in conjunction with the family. He 
said family members were shown the 
video before the public release.

The situation, Backus said, was im-
mediately flagged by officers as a mental 
health crisis. He said all of Lansing’s of-
ficers have had training in de-escalation 
and half of the officers there had gone 
through more advanced training.

“In this case, you have almost a full de-
piction of how this event unfolded from 
start to finish,” Backus said.

The 911 call was placed by a number 
associated with Dunn, Backus said, but 
he could not say whether Dunn had 

made the call.
The caller reported someone banging 

on apartments with a gun.
Dunn lived at the apartment complex, 

Backus said.
The Michigan State Police are investi-

gating the officer-involved shooting and 
Backus said his department would do an 
internal review, which could include best 
practices and changes going forward, 
once the State Police finishes its inves-
tigation and the case is reviewed by the 
Attorney General’s office.

Lt. Rene Gonzalez of the State Police 
said the investigation is continuing.

Six officers were placed on adminis-
trative leave and Backus said all had dis-
charged their firearms. They are:

Sgt. Kyle Schlagel, 19 years with LPD
Officer Seth Osentoski, 6 years with 

LPD
Officer Marc Fox, 3 years with LPD
Officer Tyler Ebright, 2 years with 

LPD
Officer Keegan Kinne, 1 year with LPD
Officer Kurt Rimelspach, 8 months 

with LPD

with serious facial injuries on July 
9 and he died a week later. Backus 
said medical officials initially de-
scribed it as a medical cause rath-
er than criminal but he said police 
treated it as a suspicious case from 
the onset.

Robert Smith, 57, was found on 
July 13, he was pronounced dead 
on July 17.

The stabbing death of 22-year-
old Daniel Lusk, happened on 
Aug. 20 and a man has been 
charged with open murder.

The most recent case was a lit-
tle over a month ago, when Louis 
Woodruff, 57, was found with se-
vere facial injuries.

The chief said a lack of surveil-
lance cameras along the river has 
hampered the investigation, with 
the one case that has an arrest 

being linked to surveillance im-
ages.

Backus said there are no other 
deaths along the river. He said he 
is not aware of any severe assaults 
along the river and investigators 
have not handled any cases there 
recently where a non-fatal assault 
seems similar to the deaths.

He said homeless advocates and 
police have been working to warn 
people living along the river, and 
the advocates have reported that 
around half of those living there 
have moved elsewhere.

Backus said he didn’t know 
where they had gone.

The chief said the attacks are 
all believed to have happened 
in early morning hours, around 
3 a.m. or 4 a.m., and the trail is 
generally safe for people.

“I do not have concerns for 
safety on the river trail outside of 
those hours,” Backus said.

Killer
from page 5

Man shot
from page 5

Supporters of Barrett, Lawrence clash at dueling protests ahead of debate

Photo by Ben Solis/Michigan Advance 
Members of “Spartans for Will” Lawrence and supporters of U.S. Rep. Tom Barrett 
(R-Charlotte) clashed in a war of words and protest signs in downtown Lansing on 
Monday, Oct. 5, during a pair of demonstrations calling out Lawrence and Barrett over 
their respective campaign planks — and in the case of Barrett, his congressional record 
— with just 31 days left in the 2026 general election cycle. 
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By LIEZA KLEMM
The deadline for Congress to fix So-

cial Security so recipients won’t see a 
benefits reduction is looming. 

A division of the program, Old-Age 
and Survivors Insurance (OASI), serves 
just over two million Michigan resi-
dents, or roughly one in five. According 
to a June 9 report, the OASI trust fund 
is in such a state that if nothing chang-
es by 2032, recipients will see benefits 
cut by almost a quarter. By law, the pro-
gram’s paid-out benefits cannot exceed 
revenue once its trust fund is drained, 
causing the projected 22% reduction.

One of the candidates running for 
Michigan’s open U.S. Senate seat, ei-
ther Abdul El-Sayed or Mike Rogers, 
will be in office and making decisions 
regarding the program.

Michigan is one of the ten states that 
are most vulnerable to the change, ac-
cording to a report from the Commit-
tee for a Responsible Federal Budget. 

The issue isn’t new. For the past 16 
years, the cost of Social Security’s re-
tirement program has outpaced the 
amount of cash coming in, triggering 
the use of trust fund reserves to pay 
benefits in full. 

Steven Haider, a professor of eco-
nomics and department chair at Mich-
igan State University, said the leading 
cause is the change in the worker-to-re-
tiree ratio. In 1945, there were 42 
workers per retiree. Over seventy years 
later, it’s less than three to one. 

Lower birth rates and longer life ex-
pectancies threw the ratio out of whack, 
Haider said. “Life expectancy when we 
passed the Social Security Act in 1935 
was about 62. It’s now about 78.”

The Board said the program’s antici-
pated insolvency date is coming sooner 
than previously thought. 

While lower birth rates and longer 
life expectancies have contributed to 
the discrepancy, a provision in the One 
Big Beautiful Bill Act, signed into law 
by President Donald Trump in 2025, 
played a part in the shrinking timeline. 
According to the report, tax cuts from 
the law would lead to less income tax 
paid on Social Security benefits, cutting 
off even more revenue to the program.

There are a variety of solutions poli-
cymakers could make, but Haider said 
it boils down to increasing taxes or re-
ducing benefits. “All the various poli-
cies that have been put forward are a 
riff on one of those two things,” he said. 
“The sentiment among Americans to 
fix the program is extremely strong.”

One solution is to raise the retire-
ment age by one year, which is a type 
of benefits reduction. In the same vein, 
Haider said reducing benefits for high-
er earners is a possibility. 

El-Sayed has called for eliminating 
Social Security’s tax cap - a version of 
increasing taxes.

Income earned beyond the tax cap 
isn’t subject to the Social Security tax. 
In 2026, the maximum is $184,500. 

“(He) understands the urgency of the 
Social Security solvency crisis and is 
prepared to act on day one,” Campaign 
spokesperson Cole Wozniak said. 

In a statement, Alyssa Brouillet, a 
spokesperson for Rogers’s campaign, 
offered another solution. “While Ab-
dul’s reckless ‘Medicare for All’ plan 
quadruples costs and bankrupts Social 
Security, Mike Rogers is committed to 
protecting Social Security and Medi-
care for our seniors. He will take on 
the healthcare industry and insurance 
companies to increase transparency 
while bringing down costs - as he has 
for his entire career.”

A bipartisan proposal from Senators 
Bernie Moreno (R-OH) and Elizabeth 
Warren (D-MA) that recommend-
ed raising the taxable maximum was 
criticized and called “flawed” by the 
Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center 
(TPC). 

TPC’s critiques included the rupture 
of the “contribution-benefit link.” In-
creasing the taxable maximum would 
increase a retiree’s expectations of 
matched benefits, according to the or-
ganization.

“I strongly encourage people not to 
think about the Social Security system 
as being the same as a pension,” Haider 
said. 

Social Security is a crucial part of 
the proverbial “three-legged stool” of 
retirement. While it might not pay out 
enough for someone to have a winter 
refuge in Florida, it is a guaranteed in-
come for retirees. 

It is designed to provide a minimum 
standard of living, Haider said, and it’s 
an important part of someone’s portfo-
lio. 

“Everyone knows they’re going to 
be a part of it, and the fact that it’s a 
well-functioning annuity that pays un-
til you die,” he said, “is incredibly valu-
able.”

A benefits cut would affect those who 
rely solely on Social Security for income 
the most, or “anybody that doesn’t have 
a well-funded 401K or IRA or other 
appreciable assets that they’re living 
on,” Haider told City Pulse. 

Other social safety net programs 
would also be strained, he said. 

A bipartisan group of senators in-
troduced the Protect Retirement Op-
portunities and Maintaining Income 
Security for Everyone (PROMISE) Act 
in July. While the bill does not propose 

any specific solutions, it would create 
a process to start Congressional action 
on Social Security before the trust fund 
is depleted.

Under the bill, the Social Security 
Advisory Board would send Congress 
a base bill after collecting public in-
put. Any legislative recommendations 
in the base bill would have to support 
at least 50 years of solvency for Social 
Security.

If a Social Security funding shortfall 
is projected, the PROMISE Act would 
also establish a solvency review process 
every 10 years that would initiate floor 
proceedings outlined in the bill.

Surveys performed by the Univer-
sity of Maryland’s Program for Public 
Consultation in 2026, 2024 and 2022 
suggest that Americans across the aisle 
are willing to make changes to the pro-
gram. 

In the most recent public consulta-
tion survey, conducted earlier this year 
with almost 20,000 Americans, 83% 
of Democrats and 77% of Republicans 
surveyed nationally favored increasing 
the taxable maximum. 

Reducing benefits for the top 20% 
of lifetime earners also received bipar-
tisan support: 69% of Democrats and 
62% of Republicans surveyed nation-
ally. 

Gradually increasing the payroll tax 
from the current rate of 6.2% to 6.5% 
ranked slightly lower, but still had 
large bipartisan support. Two-thirds of 
Democrats and just over three-fifths of 
Republicans favored the option.

Haider said that a combination of 
certain adjustments, like raising the 
tax cap and retirement age, would help 
the program. “These minor changes are 
well worth making so that it’s internal-
ly solvent … for another 90 years.”

Michigan’s next senator will face Social Security insolvency deadline

Raymond Holt for City Pulse

Abdul El-Sayed

Courtesy

Mike Rogers
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
IN THE INGHAM COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

______________________________________

In re: Petition of Ingham County Land  Case No. 26-4461-CH
Bank Fast Track Authority for Expedited
Quiet Title and Foreclosure of Certain   Hon. Rosemarie E. Aquilina
Parcels of Real Property
_______________________________________

Timothy M. Perrone (P37940)
COHL, STOKER & TOSKEY, P.C.
Attorneys for Petitioner
601 N. Capitol Ave.
Lansing, MI 48933
(517) 372-9000
________________________________________/

NOTICE OF HEARING

To: Estate of Larry Belt, Timothy Hart, Estate of Mark T. Seman, Susan K. Olson,
and all persons having an interest in the subject properties listed in Exhibit A

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a hearing on the Petition of Ingham County Land Bank 
Fast Track Authority for Expedited Quiet Title and Foreclosure of Certain Parcels of Real 
Property shall be held before the Honorable Rosemarie E. Aquilina, Ingham County 
Circuit Judge, at the Veterans Memorial Courthouse, 313 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, 
MI 48933, on Wednesday, October 21, 2026, at 3:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as 
counsel may be heard.

This Notice pertains to the real property located in the City of Lansing, County of 
Ingham, State of Michigan, as set forth in Exhibit A.

Notice of Pending Expedited Quiet Title and Foreclosure Action (Form 4329) for 
each of the subject properties was recorded with the Ingham County Register of Deeds 

on September 4, 2026.

Judgment of the Court after this hearing may result in title to the property vesting 
in the Ingham County Land Bank Fast Track Authority, 3024 N. Turner St., Lansing, MI 
48906 – Telephone (517) 267-5221.  

Any persons with information regarding the owner or prior owner of the subject 
properties are requested to contact the Land Bank.

Any rights of redemption and any ownership interest in the subject properties may 
be extinguished by the judgment of the Court.

Any person with a property interest in the subject properties may lose his or her 
interest, if any, as a result of the quiet title and foreclosure hearing.

THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED TO THE INGHAM COUNTY 
LAND BANK FAST TRACK AUTHORITY AND IS SUBJECT TO AN EXPE-
DITED QUIET TITLE AND FORECLOSURE ACTION.  PERSONS WITH IN-
FORMATION REGARDING THE PRIOR OWNER OF THE PROPERTY ARE 
REQUESTED TO CONTACT THE LAND BANK FAST TRACK AUTHORITY 
AT 3024 N. TURNER ST., LANSING, MICHIGAN 48906, TELEPHONE (517) 
267-5221.

Date: September 8, 2026 

Respectfully submitted,
COHL, STOKER T& OSKEY, P.C. 

/s/ Timothy M. Perrone 
Timothy M. Perrone (P37940)
Attorney for Petitioner
601 N. Capitol Ave.
Lansing, MI 48933
(517) 372-9000

EXHIBIT A

Individual parcels of property located in the City of Lansing, County of Ingham, 
State of Michigan, legally described as:

1. East ½ of North 94 feet of Lot 7, Block 3, Jerome’s Addition, Lansing, Ingham
County, Michigan, according to the recorded plat thereof, Ingham County Re-
cords.
Parcel ID #33-01-01-15-154-171
Commonly known as 922 Vine St., Lansing, MI 48912

2. Lot 17, Devonshire Subdivision, Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan, according
to the recorded plat thereof, as recorded in Liber 13 of Plats, Page 26, Ingha
County Records.
Parcel ID #33-01-01-27-128-021
Commonly known as 1915 Devonshire Ave., Lansing, MI 48910

3. Lot 202, Maple Hill Subdivision, Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan, according
to the recorded plat thereof, as recorded in Liber 8 of Plats, Page 33, Ingham
County Records.
Parcel ID #33-01-01-33-284-001
Commonly known as 600 Fenton Ave., Lansing, MI 48910

4. West 75 feet of Lot 1, Marywood Subdivision, Lansing, Ingham County, Michi-
gan, according to the recorded plat thereof, Ingham County Records.
Parcel ID #33-01-05-08-227-311
Commonly known as 811 W. Miller Rd., Lansing, MI 48911

CP#26-361

Abandoned Vehicle Sale, Lansing MI
10/13/26

Northside Service, 226 Russell St., Lansing, MI 48906
517-487-5921

All sealed bids will be accepted in the office of Northside Service by 1pm, 10/13/26

Winner of the bid will be contacted by 2pm 10/13/26

Winner must then go to the corresponding police department for titling information for the 
vehicle before the vehicle can be removed from Northside Service. Vehicle must then be 

removed by 4pm 10/16/26

1J8HG48K28C135351 – 2008 Jeep Commander Sport
WBAFU9C55BC783258 – 2011 BMW 550xi

1GC1KWEG3FF177283 – 2015 Chevrolet Silverado k2500
CP#26-373

WILLIAMSTOWN TOWNSHIP
Board Meeting Synopsis – September 30, 2026

The Williamstown Township Board held a regular Board Meeting on Wednesday, September 
30, 2026 with Supervisor Poth, Clerk Cleveland, Treasurer VanErp, Trustee Brinker, Trustee 
Creagh, and Trustee Steinberg present. The Board approved the following:

• Consent Agenda
• A moratorium on the sale of burial spaces in the green burial section of Summit
Cemetery

• Directed the Township Supervisor to meet with the Williamston Locke Corridor
Community Alliance (WLCCA) director(s) to explore opportunities for collaboration & 
cooperation other than membership

• An amended Truck Route Ordinance

The next regular Board meeting will be held October 14, 2026 at 6:30pm in the Community 
Room of the Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Rd., Williamston. Visit williamstownmi.gov for the 
latest agenda, documents, and updates. Phone (517) 655-3193.

Robin A. Cleveland, MiPMC
Williamstown Township Clerk

CP#26-375

An abandoned vehicle public auction will be held at PJs Towing
2200 Olds Ave, Lansing, MI 48915 on October 16th, 2026 @ 11am

2022 Jeep Compass 3C4NJDCB9NT209691
2018 TaoTao Titan L9NTCBAC8J1011320

2022 Chevrolet Malibu 1G1ZD5ST3NF122011
CP#26-374

State of Michigan, 54-A District Court, Ingham County, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 
48933, (517) 483-4433: ORDER REGARDING ALTERNATE SERVICE, Case No. 
26-03227-GC, Fred and Louisa Flatz v Trevor Dornbos. THE COURT FINDS (1) service of 
process upon the defendant, Trevor Dornbos, cannot reasonably be made as provided in 
MCR 2.105 and service of process may be made in a manner that is reasonably calculated 
to give the defendant actual notice of the proceedings and an opportunity to be heard. IT IS 
ORDERED (2) service of the summons and complaint and a copy of this order shall be made 
by the following method(s): A. First-class mail to 415 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing MI 48933. 
Other: Publication in the Lansing City Pulse for 3 consecutive weeks in accordance with 
MCR 2.106(D)(1) and certified mail return receipt requested to last known address (415 W. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48933). Plaintiff’s name: Fred & Louisa Flatz. Attorney: Aaron D. 
Cox (P69346), 23820 Eureka Rd., Taylor, MI 48180, (734) 287-3664.

CP#26-371
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By AARON JIMENEZ 
Capital News Service
LANSING – Before a single Michi-

gan vote is counted, election workers 
will have already tested tabulators, 
secured ballots and locked down all 
equipment. 

All under a system built to protect 
elections across the state.

Michigan splits the work: For ex-
ample, counties program the tab-
ulators, while cities and townships 
manage the front lines by staffing 
voting sites. 

Lansing City Clerk Chris Swope 
says that division of responsibili-
ties, along with pre-election testing, 
post-election audits and strict han-
dling of ballots, keeps the counts ac-
curate. 

“That separation adds another 
set of eyes and makes our elections 
more secure here in Michigan,” said 
Swope.

The work for election integrity 
starts when candidates file. 

In Midland County, John Keefer, 
the chief deputy clerk, said his of-
fice checks to make sure candidates 

are eligible. That includes verifying 
where they live and making sure they 
do not owe any overdue campaign fi-
nance reports. 

Programmers then lay out the bal-
lots and county officials proof them 
before they are printed. 

Before any voting begins, every 
tabulator is tested in what clerks call 
a “test deck” to verify that tabula-
tors are counting the votes properly, 
Swope said.

“We have already – before the elec-
tion – proven that the tabulators 
count the ballots right,” Swope said. 

Clerks need election workers to 
help run the polls. 

Swope said Lansing employs sev-
eral hundred election workers. State 
law requires them to be assigned 
by party and balanced as closely as 
possible between Republicans and 
Democrats. 

The city is recruiting more Repub-
licans this year to help balance its 
workforce, he said. 

Finding any election workers is 
getting harder. 

Dan Papineau, the vice president of 
strategic initiatives at the Michigan 

Chamber of Commerce, said about 
half the clerks that his organization 
talks to need more poll workers. 

Papineau leads the foundation’s 
Support MI Clerks campaign, which 
focuses on recruiting across the state 
to fill the election worker gap.

“We’re seeing double-digit declines 
in poll workers, election after elec-
tion,” Papineau said. 

Longtime workers are aging out. 
At the same time, the increased pop-
ularity of early voting, which starts at 

least nine days before Election Day, 
means more days to staff.

Staffing also affects how voters see 
the process: A long wait could leave 
voters with concerns about the elec-
tion, Papineau said.

More workers, he said, can ease 
those concerns and create “a much 
more trusting environment.”

Swope said new election workers 
are assigned training sessions, plus 
hands-on practice with the equip-
ment. Workers may also use an elec-
tronic poll book, which provides 
training on handling different sce-
narios, including voters going to the 
wrong voting location. 

Absentee ballots are the first form 
of voting and carry their own safe-
guards, Swope said.

Lansing has roughly 23,000 vot-
ers on its permanent mail ballot list, 
Swope said. Each is assigned a unique 
ballot number, which is checked once 
the ballot is returned to confirm the 
voter sent back the correct one. 

Election workers also compare 
each ballot signature with the one on 

Inside the process of protecting Michigan elections

Mike Ellis/City Pulse

 Lansing City Clerk Chris Swope. 

See Elections, Page 10
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file. 
“If it does not match, we reach out to 

the voter and they have the opportuni-
ty to cure their signature,” Swope said. 
After absentee ballots are opened, 
workers remove the ballot number 
before taking the ballot out of its se-
crecy sleeve, Swope said. 

“There’s never anybody who’s alone 
with an open ballot,” Swope said. 

Michigan requires one drop box 
for every 15,000 registered voters. 
Swope said that means Lansing, 
which has 13 drop boxes, exceeds the 
minimum by six. 

The drop boxes are locked and 
under video surveillance, as the city 
collects ballots daily. 

Absentee ballots go through the 
same processes as mailed ballots: 
They are scanned, and signatures are 
verified, Swope said. Election work-
ers then sort each ballot by precinct 
and check to make sure they have 
the right number for each precinct.

Keefer said the Midland County 
clerk’s office takes on a larger role 
than most other counties. It supplies 
every local clerk with identical ma-
terials, from the pieces of paper used 
on Election Day to the absentee bal-
lots being sent out. 

“We pack them, we seal all that 
stuff. And the clerks come to us and 
pick up all of their supplies so that 
they can go home and complete the 
(absentee ballot) process,” Keefer 
said.

On election night, Midland Coun-
ty’s election management system 
compiles the results without con-
necting to the internet.

“It’s never been connected to the 
Internet, and it never will be,” Keefer 
said. 

To post unofficial results online, 
Keefer said he moves the manage-
ment system’s data onto a flash drive 
that is wiped after every use. 

That data produces reports for the 
county’s Board of Canvassers to an-
alyze and compare with the physical 
results. 

Swope said tabulators also require 

human verification, despite being 
checked prior to use. Physical results 
must still be printed out to be looked 
at by election workers.

“The number of voters has to 
match the number of ballots cast,” 
Swope said. 

If they do not line up, clerks can 
track down the discrepancy.

In Lansing’s August primary elec-
tion, a paper jam in a tabulator led to 
a ballot being counted twice, Swope 
said. After the election, the Ingham 
County Board of Canvassers repro-
cessed the entire precinct to ensure 
the tabulator’s vote count matched 
the number of voters. 

Results are not finalized on elec-
tion night, Keefer said, and election 
officials must wait six days for mili-
tary ballots to arrive and to clear up 
any signature errors. If there are er-
rors, clerks are required to send let-
ters to voters so they can come in and 
sign their absentee ballots properly. 

Midland County adds its own 
checks. 

“We perform three hand-counts 
after every single election,” Keefer 

said. 
Those counts occasionally differ 

slightly from the machine totals, he 
said. 

For instance, a person may circle a 
candidate’s name instead of filling in 
the oval, which requires a real person 
to determine the voter’s intent. 

After local officials complete their 
own checks, the process is still not 
finished. 

Swope said that Ingham County 
audits the city’s records, including 
whether required notices were pub-
lished, whether election workers 
completed training and whether ab-
sentee ballot applications are on file.

Counties may also conduct a 
risk-limiting audit. 

Swope said a race is selected for the 
audit, and a calculation determines 
how many ballots must be reviewed 
to verify the count is accurate. Ran-
domly selected precincts then hand-
count the votes in that race, and the 
results are combined statewide to 
verify the accuracy of the vote.

“This audit re-proves that the tab-
ulators counted right,” Swope said.

Elections
from page 9

By MARISSA GONZALEZ
Capital News Service
The growing presence of U.S. Immi-

gration and Customs Enforcement of-
ficers in Michigan is creating fear and 
tension for many immigrants in the 
state, regardless of their legal status, ex-
perts say.

Local police departments have a 
slight relationship with immigration 
enforcement as well, but not as deep 
as some people may think, according 
to Ron Wiles, the executive director of 
the Michigan Association of Chiefs of 
Police.

“Local law enforcement is not in-
volved in immigration enforcement 
– that’s a federal responsibility,” Wiles 
said. “We have a relationship because at 
times we rely on our federal partners for 
assistance.”

Immigrants may be unsure wheth-
er police departments share informa-
tion with immigration authorities that 
could draw attention to their legal sta-
tus, which explains their hesitations to-
wards police, he said. 

“That fear of deportation, I’m certain, 
is prevalent with several people when 
they’ve been victimized or witnessed a 
crime, just because they are uncertain 
of what will happen,” Wiles said.

That has been an ongoing fear 
amongst immigrants for years – well 
before recent increases in immigration 

enforcement activities.
For example, according to a survey by 

researchers from the University of Illi-
nois Chicago in 2013, 70% of undocu-
mented immigrants said they were less 
likely to contact law enforcement agen-
cies if they are a victim of a crime. And 
28% of U.S.-born Latinos said they were 
also less likely to contact police officers.

That was more than a decade before 
the Trump administration’s current im-
migration enforcement surge.

Wiles said it’s important for law en-
forcement agencies to build trust with-
in their communities, and officers from 
many departments attend meetings with 
organizations that serve immigrants to 
build a better relationship.

The Holland Police Department is 
among those.

Matt Messer, the city’s chief of public 
safety services, said connecting with the 
community is a crucial part of the de-
partment’s approach to policing.

Messer said his department has staff 
on the boards of organizations like Boys 
& Girls Club and Latin Americans Unit-
ed for Progress. 

This allows officers to become familiar 
faces in their community and not seen 
only during emergencies. It builds con-
nection and deeper trust, Messer said.

The department also tries to build re-
lationships with younger residents and 
their families through schools.

“There’s a lot of things we do on a dai-
ly basis. We have an officer at every ele-
mentary school to interact with students, 
staff and parents. It’s huge to build that 
kind of relationship,” Messer said.

Messer said that it’s essential to make 
clear to residents that the city’s officers 
do not ask about immigration status 
or contact immigration enforcement 
agencies during emergency situations.

The department does not want any-
one to hesitate to reach out when they 
need assistance, he said.

Christine Sauvé, the manager of pol-
icy and communication at the Michi-
gan Immigrant Rights Center, said the 
hesitation from immigrants is reason-
able because, currently, any interaction 
with immigration enforcement typical-
ly could lead to detention and, for most 
people, deportation. 

The center has offices in Grand Rap-
ids, Kalamazoo, Detroit, Ypsilanti and 
Lansing.

According to the American Immi-
gration Council, the number of people 
in ICE detention expanded by 75% 
during President Donald Trump’s first 
year back in office.

Sauvé said there are many cases 
where immigrants reach out to police 
for help or to report a crime but end up 
detained by immigration enforcement.

For example, last year an immi-
grant in Detroit who spoke only Span-

ish went with a translator to report a 
crime.

A police officer said the department 
needed to call Central Border Patrol to 
come translate for the immigrant in-
stead –which is not required since the 
city also provides other translation ser-
vices, according to Sauvé.

The officer also questioned the im-
migrant’s Detroit ID as a valid form of 
identification, which should be accept-
ed, according to the city’s policy.

Sauvé said Central Border Patrol 
then arrested and detained the immi-
grant who was put into deportation 
proceedings.

Sauvé said that it is also common for 
victims of domestic violence to be ar-
rested when they make a report, espe-
cially when they call for help during an 
abusive act.

The cause for arrest is usually the 
lack of translation services at the scene, 
so the officer arrests the victim.

According to Sauvé, immigration 
enforcement officers can see when a 
crime victim is arrested and booked, 
and they can follow up with the police 
department to request a transfer and 
detention.

She said most abuse victims are 
mothers and remained in detention 
for many months – up to a year away 
from their children – even if they were 
wrongfully arrested in the first place.

Fears of deportation keep many immigrants from reporting crimes
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Data center tensions simmer across the state
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By ALEXANDER BOESCH
Capital News Service 
The expansion of hyperscale data 

centers in Michigan is inflaming ten-
sions between some community resi-
dents and their governments. 

According to the annual State 
of the State Survey from Michigan 
State University’s Institute for Pub-
lic Policy and Social Research, 70% 
of those surveyed opposed the con-
struction of hyperscale data centers 
in their communities, and over half 
thought that such data centers are 
bad for the environment or economy.

Near Mason, a data center pro-
posed by Ohio-based Comino De-
velopment would be larger than 400 
acres, something residents worry 
may bring down home values, de-
plete local aquifers and increase 
electric rates. 

Despite residents’ uproar over the 
data center, the property awaits ap-
proval for annexation into the city of 
Mason by the State Boundary Com-
mission. 

“There is nothing to say ‘no’ to,” 
said Russell Whipple, the mayor of 
Mason. “They’ve requested annex-

ation into the city, and the city’s real-
ly not a participant in that process.”

According to Catherine Mullhaupt, 
a staff attorney for the Michigan 
Townships Association, state law pro-
vides townships with little authority to 
reject data centers in their community 
merely because of their unpopularity.

“You can’t actually exclude a use or 
prevent it from being in your commu-
nity simply because you don’t like it,” 
Mullhaupt said.

In Washtenaw County’s Saline 
Township, developers of a new 250-
acre data center nicknamed the Barn 
sued, alleging unfair zoning practic-
es after the township initially denied 
them a zoning change that would 
have allowed the project. The town-
ship settled out of court, and plans 
for the data center went forward de-
spite local outcry against the devel-
opment.

“It’s also my understanding that 
the settlement agreement through 
the courts pretty much dictated 
the development standards,” said 
Whipple. “That means that Saline 
[Township] didn’t get to dictate 
the development standards. That’s a 

worst-case scenario.” 
In response to proposals for data 

centers, many communities have 
proposed moratoriums on data cen-
ters in order to understand and zone 
them properly.

That’s been a major topic of po-
litical debate ahead of the midterm 
elections in November.

The Townships Association’s Mull-
haupt said, “The issue with data 
centers is they’re a brand-new use 
in most cases, and they’re at such a 
scale outsized from anything else 
we’ve had to deal with in recent years 
that they warrant more time to iden-
tify what the pros and cons are.” 

Many communities across the 
state have already enacted morato-
riums on data-center development, 
including sites in Mason and Delta 
counties.

According to Bill Ballenger, a for-
mer state legislator and host of the 
Ballenger Report, much of the pres-
sure for candidates to distance them-
selves from data centers comes from 
being on the campaign trail. 

“It all boils down to whether a par-
ticular public official or candidate 

is running right now for election or 
re-election,” he said. 

As of Oct. 2, U.S. Senate candi-
dates Abdul El-Sayed, a Democrat, 
and Mike Rogers, a Republican, have 
both called for local moratoriums on 
new data centers, as have some can-
didates for the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives.

“You’ll notice that almost every-
body who is running for election or 
re-election at whatever level – not 
only in Michigan but nationally – has 
gotten the message from the elector-
ate: data centers are highly unpop-
ular and should be either stopped 
completely, or at least there should 
be a pause, a moratorium,” Ballenger 
said.

Despite the unpopularity of data 
center projects, Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer appeared at the groundbreaking 
site of the Barn with OpenAI CEO 
Sam Altman in June. 

Meanwhile, President Donald 
Trump is championing the produc-
tion of large-scale data centers in a 
race with China, as reported by the 
Associated Press.
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POLITICS

By KYLE MELINN 
 One thing about this Tom Barrett-Will 

Lawrence congressional race 
is you don’t need to parse 
syntax to find differences 
between the two. 

Here’s another: Both 
would prefer if voters would 
overlook parts of their politi-
cal records.  

Sadly, it’s very possible 
Tuesday’s WILX debate 
(which aired at the same time as the gover-
nor’s debate on WLNS, BTW) is the only time 
these two will stand side by side this entire 
election.  

If it is, here’s what we learned.  
Will Lawrence is apparently no longer 

the scraggly-bearded, wild-eyed progressive 
activist who talked about defunding the police 
in 2020, erasing borders, and tweeting that 
former U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin should “hurry 
up and die” so the next generation can get 
started with reforms. 

The Democratic nominee in MI-7 showed 
up to the WKAR studio in his blue suit and 
neatly trimmed beard to present his corner-
stone progressive positions – Medicare for all, 
Israeli “genocide” over the Palestinians – as 
defensible, almost mainstream. 

He argues that a single-payer, Medicare For 
All health care system would save consumers 
money, as a whole. His views on the Israeli 
reaction to Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, terrorist 
attacks are in line with Israeli human rights 
groups. 

As for everything else? 
“I’m somebody who thinks out loud,” 

Lawrence said. “I’ve spent my share of time 
thinking out loud, like lots of Millennials 
on the internet. I’m not afraid to change my 
mind and live and learn.” 

As Barrett read an old Lawrence statement 
about envisioning a world where “amnesty is 
granted to all 12 million illegal immigrants” 
in the United States, Lawrence burst in with 
“These were hypothetical statements from 15 
years ago.” 

“You’re running for Congress,” Barrett shot 
back. “It’s not a hypothetical statement.” 

Then there’s the stuff Barrett didn’t even get 
to in the debate. Lawrence’s past support for 
the “Green New Deal.” His support for trying 
to ban gasoline-powered cars. Lawrence said 
on a 2024 podcast that the collapse of the 
Baltimore Bridge was a “climate activist’s 
dream” because it prevented the flow of coal 
across the waterway for a spell. 

It was like a basket of goodies that Barrett 
didn’t get into during the debate. Afterward, 
he went overtime with reporters so he could 
throw them all over the table for us to see. 

“If I had said things like that, you would 
be asking me every day, ‘Do you defend this? 
Do you defend that?’” Barrett said. “So, we’re 
supposed to believe somebody who had a 15-
year record as an activist, in the final weeks of 
a campaign, can disavow their entire history? 
I call that a conversion of convenience.” 

As for Barrett, the freshman member of 
Congress is being hooked with voting twice 
against efforts to rein in the war in Iran. In-
stead, he voted in favor of money to continue 
its operations. Months ago, the standard Re-
publican line was about stopping Iran from 
developing nuclear weapons. 

That was then.  
Now, he’s among the only Republicans to 

vote three times in support of measures to 
limit and wind down the military operations 
in Iran absent congressional sign-off. 

In the process, he’s walking the proverbial 
tightrope not to be overly critical of President 
Donald Trump for starting it. 

“For me, this war has gone on long enough,” 
Barrett told reporters after the debate. “We 
are seeing the financial effects and the fiscal 
impact on that back home with high gas pric-
es and the effect that has across our economy.” 

President Donald Trump said at a Nebras-
ka rally Monday that he sees the war as a 
“small price to pay for keeping the world safe, 
keeping our country safe. They can take out 
a city. Let ‘em take out Los Angeles. Let ‘em 
take out San Diego. This is a very small price 
to pay.” 

Lawrence went after the incumbent with 
that one, forcing Barrett to directly condemn 
Trump’s comment live on air. 

He also went after Barrett for voting to 
give nearly $70 billion to Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE), accusing the 
agency of shooting civilians “in the face and in 
the back.” 

He moved on to cuts to the Affordable Care 
Act, which Lawrence said drove a Lansing-ar-
ea mechanic’s monthly premiums from $600 
a month to $2,000. That’s just one example. 

Lawrence verbally tackled Barrett for not 
standing up to Trump over his “completely 
erratic and destabilizing” tariff policy, which 
changes “based on his mood or Lord knows 
what else.” 

“He voted with his President Trump every 
single time it matters,” Lawrence told the 
press after the debate. 

The differences were clearly easy to see.  
It’s harder to figure out this: Which version 

of each candidate would voters actually send 
to Washington if elected? 

(Kyle Melinn is the editor of the Capitol 
news service MIRS. You can email him at 
melinnky@gmail.com.)

Barrett, Lawrence would like 
a word about their past By KATIE ABRAHAM

Many people know the Lan-
sing Board of Water & Light 
(BWL) as the company that 
keeps the lights on and the water 
flowing. But what you may not 
know is that the BWL is Mich-
igan’s largest publicly owned 
electric utility and it belongs to 
the Greater Lansing community 
it serves. BWL has always been 
committed to providing excep-
tional customer service and be-
ing a community partner.

This week is Public Pow-
er Week across the State of 
Michigan – and it’s important 
to celebrate what makes public 
power different and why local 
ownership matters. The BWL 
has been functioning under the 
public power model since add-
ing electricity to its services in 
1892. 

As a publicly owned utility, 
BWL is accountable to the peo-
ple it serves because it’s owned 
by the City of Lansing. The Lan-
sing region benefits from this 
local oversight from an unpaid 
Board of Commissioners made 
up of people who live in the city 
and represent the communi-
ty’s priorities. The board holds 
regular, open meetings where 
decisions are made, further 
supporting transparency to its 
customers.

Like all of Michigan’s pub-
lic power utilities, BWL has no 
shareholders or private inter-
ests, and revenue is directly in-
vested back in the community 
through upgrading infrastruc-
ture, strengthening the electric 
grid, increasing cybersecurity 
efforts and more. It means dol-
lars stay local to continue de-
livering safe and reliable utility 
services. 

By focusing on affordability 
over profits, public power cus-
tomers get high-quality service 
without the high cost. And for 
residential electric customers 
in Lansing, that means BWL 
is nearly 10% cheaper than its 
closest competitor.  

Being independent and local 
means publicly owned utilities 
like BWL are more agile in de-
cision-making and can ensure 
their decisions reflect the val-
ues of their community. BWL 
employees aren’t just workers – 
they’re your neighbors. They’re 

volunteering at your church 
or coaching your kid’s baseball 
team. And as your neighbors, 
they’re ready to respond quickly 
and efficiently to get your power 
back on when disaster strikes. 

Public power’s dedication to 
the community goes beyond de-
livering utilities; it means giv-
ing back. For BWL, this means 
living their tagline “Hometown 
People, Hometown Power” 
through employee volunteer-

ism, community spon-
sorships, local events 
and more. Whether 

it’s an annual river clean-up 
or hosting regular community 
resource fairs to connect cus-
tomers who are struggling with 
resources and financial help, 
BWL continues to find mean-
ingful ways to support their 
customers. This is perhaps the 
greatest value a public power 
utility provides to its communi-
ty – building relationships with 
its customers and the shared in-
terest in keeping the communi-
ty a great place to live, work and 
raise a family. 

BWL’s mission is to “provide 
a safe, reliable and affordable 
utility experience through pub-
lic ownership, climate con-
sciousness and innovative strat-
egies.” The BWL has always 
been a leader in Michigan with 
cleaner energy sources; today, 
it is generating power from 
solar and wind energy in ad-
dition to traditional methods. 
But it’s about doing more than 
just keeping the lights on – it’s 
about a utility that’s been deeply 
rooted in supporting its custom-
ers and community for over 140 
years. It’s an institution that’s 
been built alongside the Lansing 
region for decades and will con-
tinue to stand with the commu-
nity well into the future. 

Public power isn’t just about 
delivering electricity. It’s about 
having a utility that’s locally 
owned and accountable to and 
invested in their community. 
That’s what BWL has been for 
the Lansing region, and that’s 
what it means to be public power.

Katie Abraham is the Exec-
utive Director of the Michigan 
Municipal Electric Association 
(MMEA), representing all pub-
licly owned utilities in Michi-
gan.

The power of local ownership

Opinion
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and the community not only came with 
open minds to engage with my work — 
but came again with friends and even 
voted for it. THANK YOU GRAND 
RAPIDS! I cannot imagine this hap-
pening anywhere else. An unbelievable, 
inspiring experience and I am most 
grateful to everyone who helped it hap-
pen and came into my life from this.”

The Sweetie-licious Bakery Cafe 
in DeWitt is temporarily closed 
as the business recovers from 
damage caused by a fire Sunday 
morning. Owner Linda Hunt and her 
daughter Ellie Sutherland vowed in a 
Facebook post Sunday that they would 
come back from the fire, which was dis-
covered and reported by an unidentified 
passing motorist in the pre-dawn hours. 
There were no injuries as no one was in 
the business, located at 108 N. Bridge 
St., at the time. DeWitt Fire Chief John 
Braska said the damage could have been 
much worse. The cause of the fire is still 
under investigation.Firefighters from 
DeWitt Area Fire and Rescue and the 
DeWitt Township and Bath Township 
fire departments were all involved in ex-
tinguishing the blaze. Hunt and Suther-
land also expressed gratitude in a long 
message for all of the support from the 
community and to those who respond-
ed to fight the fire.

East Lansing Police released an 
image recently and asked for help 
solving a Sept. 19 armed robbery. 
The robbery happened around 10:30 
p.m. in the area of Charles and Eliza-
beth streets. Police are asking anyone 
with surveillance cameras — and who 
live in the area between Abbot, Gun-
son, Albert and Burcham streets — to 
review footage between 10:15 p.m. and 
10:45 p.m. on 9/19/2026. Anyone with 
footage matching these four people can 
email Detective Katey Harrison at khar-
ris@cityofeastlansing.com.
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

Former President Barack Obama 
will be in Michigan this week and 
President Donald Trump said he 
plans to visit soon as the state is 
positioned to be a key to the na-
tional Congressional majority in 
November. Obama plans to campaign 
in Detroit on Friday with Secretary of 
State Jocelyn Benson, who is running 
for governor, and Abdul El-Sayed, who 
is running for U.S. Senate. Trump said 
Monday that he also plans to visit the 
state within a “week and a half,” but no 
further details were available as of Tues-
day afternoon. Michigan’s ballot is his-
torically wide open this year; both the 
U.S. Senate and governor’s seats have no 
incumbent, something that has never 
happened before in the state due to cal-
endar reasons, as well as the typical long 
terms in both offices.

A bowhunter was shot on Satur-
day evening in Essex Township, ac-
cording to the Clinton County Sher-
iff’s Office. The 38-year-old hunter is in 
critical condition at a hospital, as stated 
in a Sheriff ’s Office Facebook post. Po-
lice believe people on a nearby proper-
ty were target shooting and an errant 
round struck the bowhunter, who was 
in a hard-sided ground blind. This is an 
isolated incident and the investigation 
remains ongoing by the Sheriff ’s Office 
and Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources.  Assisting in this incident 
were Clinton Area Ambulance Service, 
Maple Rapids Fire, Dewitt Twp PD, 
Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources, 
and Clinton County Central Dispatch. 

The current bow season started on Oct. 
1 and runs through Nov. 14, which will 
be followed by a Dec. 1-Jan. 1 season. 
Regular firearm season begins on Nov. 
15, although there are earlier windows 
for some youth and adults with qualify-
ing disabilities, among other exceptions.

E m b a t t l e d 
Clinton Coun-
ty Board of 
C o m m i s s i o n 
member Bri-
an Hurtekant 
resigned in 
early Septem-

ber and has been replaced. Steve 
Lonier, owner-operator of Shady Lodge 
Farm, was appointed to be the District 
4 commissioner to replace Hurtekant 
for a term that expires at the end of 
2028. The district includes DeWitt, 
Watertown, Riley and Olive townships. 
The county board members had previ-
ously voted, 4-3, to censure Hurtekant, 
after he was accused of posting an un-
redacted police record with a juvenile’s 
information on it on his Facebook page. 
Hurtekant obtained the report through 
a FOIA request using his title, but he 
was getting it for personal reasons, ac-
cording to the censure. The records re-
late to a gun that was recovered earlier 
this year from a juvenile; the gun had 
been assigned to Clinton County Sher-
iff Sean Dush, who didn’t realize it had 
gone missing until then, according to a 
report from WLNS 6.

East Lansing 
is deploying AI 
parking police 
devices, called 
S a f e t y S t i c k s , 
which are “thin-
ner than a red 
fire hydrant,” 
and placed in no 
parking zones, 
according to a report from Lansing 
State Journal. The city has seven of the 
solar-powered devices, which had a trial 
run in April and are expected to go live 
in about a month, according to the State 
Journal. “They have the technology to 
recognize a vehicle and a license plate,” 
Capt. Adrian Ojerio of the East Lansing 
Police Department told the newspaper. 
“When they recognize a vehicle and li-
cense plate is stationary in a no parking 
zone, what will happen is it will start a 
timer.” That timer will ultimately trigger 

a ticket that can be appealed. 

A.G. Sulzberg-
er, publisher and 
chairman of the 
New York Times, 
spoke at Wharton 
Center’s Pasant 
Theatre on Sep-
tember 29 for an 
event that helped 

to mark 175 years of the Gray Old 
Lady. “President Donald Trump, who 
has sued us three times, used multi-
ple government agencies to target our 
business, expelled journalists from the 
Pentagon and now the White House, 
and insulted us more times than anyone 
can count,” Sulzberger said. “I told him 
a free press is an essential part of our 
national fabric and that our journal-
ists will not be deterred by his attacks. 
And they have not been.” He said even 
the NYT is a small fish in a big pond. 
“I often tell my colleagues that the main 
thing we’ve won over the last decade of 
transformation and growth is the right 
to compete for the next decade. We must 
remain oriented to the future, awake 
to both its opportunities and risks. We 
must remember that though we may be 
a success story in our industry, our in-
dustry is systematically failing. We are 
a fraction of the size of tech giants that 
dominate the flow of information and 
attention. Google makes more profit 
every day than the ‘Times’ does in an 
entire year.” Raymond Holt contributed

East Lansing 
artist and ar-
chitect Kristin 
Pennock won 
the prestigious 
public vote 
grand prize 
and $100,000 
at Grand Rap-
ids’ ArtPrize 
festival. Her artwork was an accordi-
on-style record, displayed over walls, 
spanning 216 feet, and hung on little 
plastic clips to keep the folded feel. Her 
work is entitled “Sketchdiet: A Year of 
Drawing Everything I Ate” and cov-
ered her intake throughout 2024. The 
prize was announced on Saturday. In 
an Instagram post, Pennock said, “En-
tering ArtPrize was a life event, a first, 
a dream. Then the DeVos Place hosted 
my SketchDiet piece, ArtPrize staff sup-
ported me, other artists inspired me, 
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It’s Top of the Town time
By MIKE ELLIS
Glad to have you along for another 

year of Greater Lansing’s best contest: 
Top of the Town.

City Pulse has been bringing you 
our annual contest now for 19 years 
and we’re glad that WKAR is again 
our partner in finding some of the best 
places, food and other things in Great-
er Lansing.

Voting went live today at 5:30 a.m. 
(Oct. 7) and will continue through 
11:59 p.m. on Oct. 20.

We’ve trimmed down some of the 
categories this year to make it easier 
for you to finish voting. But there’s no 
need to vote on everything. Dip in and 
out as you’d like.

We plan to do a separate feature for 
our people-related categories, includ-
ing some of the artists and others we 
love. Look for that early in 2027.

Meanwhile, we wanted to highlight 
some of our favorites like Best Place 
to Cry, Best Non-Bar or Restaurant 
Date Night and Worst Pothole. And, 
of course, all the restaurants and foods 
and shops and hangs you love.

We added a little measure of ac-
countability, and fun, this year. Call us 
out about how our contest messed up 

last year with the Biggest Whiff in Last 
Year’s Contest.

 We’ve got a lot of categories and we 
can handle it if you don’t agree with 
what our voters said last year. That’s 
just more drive to push your favorite to 
number one this year.

Because this is a vote-driven process. 
It’s about what you think is the best. 

But we’ve got to have some proof and 
that’s why we need YOU to vote in the 
contest. 

We’re free, no paywalls, and there’s 
no obligation or sales pitch at the end.

To get started
Use the QR code here or visit lan-

singcitypulse.com, then click on the 
Top of the Town banners at the top 
of the page to get to the contest site. 
There, you will find links to register. 

To begin voting, select any category 
and follow the prompts in the pop-up 
window. All votes are submitted auto-
matically. Don’t worry about a second 
submission screen.

If you need to stop and come back to 
your ballot, or your internet browser 
closed, you can return to the site and 
continue voting where you left off. Re-
member that you can always log out of 
your voting session and, when you are 

ready to resume voting, log back in.
You can vote in as many (or as few) 

categories as you wish, but please re-
member to finish your ballot before 
11:59 p.m. on Oct. 20. 

That gives you plenty of time for your 
toughest decisions!

The Top 5 in each category will ad-
vance to the second round, which will 
be announced Nov. 4. You will then 
have two more weeks to vote for the 
Top 3, which will be announced in our 
Dec. 2 issue.

If you are the first to nominate a 
business, please be patient. We can use 
humans to verify it is in the right cat-
egory, spelled correctly, etc. If you do 
not see it after 24 hours, please contact 
our human, Steve Underwood, at (517) 
999-6704 or steve@lansingcitypulse.
com between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. on 
weekdays.

When you vote or nominate, you 
have an opportunity to comment. 
Please do so! We may want to use those 
comments in the next round, when the 
Top 5 nominees are winnowed down to 
the Top 3.

If you can’t vote online, you can also 
send your list of votes via snail mail to 
Steve Underwood at City Pulse, 1905 

E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912.
And make sure you sign up for the 

City Pulse newsletters!
We are excited to again partner with 

RevFluent and Friends2Follow, which 
help to keep the data independent.

The integrity of the contest is vital, 
so all nominations will come from the 
community.

Winners past and present often place 
ads, which could lead to more exposure 
and more votes.

But ads do not influence the results 
or nominations and businesses do not 
need to pay to play, participate or win.

Top of the Town is a people’s choice 
contest.

Top of the Town is THE best plat-
form in Greater Lansing to vote for the 
best of the best, and when our Winners’ 
Issue is published Dec. 2, you’ll have 
a great community resource all year 
long! 

Thanks so much to Dennis Preston 
for his outstanding artwork on the cov-
er and within this story!

Nomination round
Oct. 7-Oct. 20 at 11:59 p.m.
Finalist round (Top 5)
Nov. 4-Nov. 17 at 11:59 p.m.
Winner announced (Top 3)
Dec. 2 edition

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with other off ers. See representative for full warranty details. DC 420223000087, AZ ROC 
344027, AR 0366920926, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC164488, MA 213292, MI 262300331, MI 262300330, MI 262300329, MI 262300328, MI 262300318, 
MI 262300173, MN IR2025-810524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 0086990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, ND 47304, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 
2705169445, WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912, WI 537-DCFRR

25% OFF LeafFilter*     10% Discount For 
Seniors + Military

EXPIRES: 11/30/2026 AN ADDITIONAL

+
Get a FREE full gutter inspection and estimate: Promo: 2851-866-298-6169

Stop cleaning-out 
your gutters this 
season



BAR
l Best Bar Food

l Best Cocktails

l Best Dance Bar

l Best Dive Bar

l Best Happy Hour

l Best Jam Night

l Best Karaoke

l Best Lansing-Area Brewery

l Best Lansing-Area Distillery

l Best Margarita

l Best Mocktails

l Best Neighborhood Bar

l Best Pub/Tavern

l Best Spartan Sports Hangout

l Best Sports Bar

CANNABIS
l Best Cannabis Flower - Hybrid

l Best Cannabis Flower - Indica

l Best Cannabis Flower - Sativa

l Best Cannabis Growing Brand

l Best CBD Store/Boutique

l Best Distillate Cartridge

l Best Gummy Edible (Cannabis)

l Best Indoor Grow Shop

l Best Marijuana Provisioning 

      Center

l Best Non-Gummy Edible  

      (Cannabis)

l Best Non-Solvent 

Concentrate (Cannabis)

l Best Solvent Concentrate

(Cannabis)

l Best Topical

DINING
l Best Bagels

l Best Bakery

l Best Baklava

l Best BBQ

l Best BBQ Sauce

l Best Breakfast

l Best Brunch

l Best Bubble Tea

l Best Buffet

l Best Burger

l Best Chicken Strips/Tenders

l Best Chinese Food Restaurant

l Best Cider

l Best Coney Dog

l Best Cupcake

l Best Deli

l Best Dessert

l Best Diner
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Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year 
Limited Warranty. 

Call 1-877-460-5504 now to

See Top of the Town, Page 17



l Best Donuts

l Best Drive-up location

l Best Family Friendly 

       Restaurant

l Best Fast Food

l Best Fish Fry

l Best Food Truck

l Best French Fries

l Best Greek

l Best Hibachi

l Best Ice Cream

l Best Indian Restaurant

l Best Irish

l Best Italian

l Best Lasagna

l Best Late-Night Food

l Best Mediterranean

l Best Mexican Restaurant - 

      Chain

l Best Mexican Restaurant - 

       Non-Chain

l Best Nachos

l Best New Restaurant

l Best Olive Burger

l Best Pancakes

l Best Pho

l Best Pizza

l Best Prime Rib

l Best Ramen

l Best Ranch Dressing

l Best Restaurant Beer List

l Best Restaurant for Seniors

l Best Restaurant Wine List

l Best Reuben

l Best Salad

l Best Sandwich/Wrap

l Best Seafood Restaurant

l Best Signature Dish

l Best Soup

l Best Steak

l Best Sub Sandwich

l Best Sushi

l Best Tacos

l Best Thai Restaurant

l Best Upscale Dining

l Best Vegan/Gluten Free 

       Dessert

l Best Vegetarian/Vegan Dish

l Best Vegetarian/Vegan/Gluten

      Free Restaurant

l Best Wings

HANGOUTS
l Best Biggby

l Best Bowling Alley

l Best Cafe

l Best Coffee Shop (non-Biggby)

l Best Comedy Night

l Best Corn Maze

l Best Escape Room Venue

l Best Golf Course

l Best Hangout for Seniors

l Best Hangout for Students

l Best Hangout Solo

l Best LGBTQIA+ Friendly 

       Hangout

l Best Library

l Best Local Attraction for Kids

l Best Movie Theatre

l Best Music Venue

l Best Nature Center

l Best Non-Bar or Restaurant 

       Date Night

l Best Patio

l Best Place to Play Pinball

        or Video Games

l Best Place to Shoot Pool

l Best Public Park
l Best Sober Hangout

l Best Trivia Night
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Top of the Town
from page 16

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on 
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO 
NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/.

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

Join over 400,000 satisfi ed homeowners with an ultra-durable roof from Erie Home.

Erie Roofing Since 1976

$0 Down Today | Same Day Financing Available 
Premium Warranty Protection

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODAY!SCHEDULE TODAY!
Call 1.877.731.6988

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofi ng Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

CALL TODAY! 1.877.731.6988



LOCAL ARTS
l Best Blues Artist/Band

l Best Choral Group

l Best Country Artist/Band

l Best Cover Band

l Best Folk Artist/Band

l Best Hip-Hop Artist/Group

l Best Jazz Musician/Group

l Best Local Concert Series

l Best Local Theatre 

       Organization

l Best Mural

l Best Pottery Studio

l Best Public Art/Sculpture

l Best Rock Artist/Band

l Best Rock Star Over 75

SERVICES
l Best Appliance Repair

l Best Auto Detailing Service

l Best Auto Repair/Body Shop

l Best Bank

l Best Barber Shop

l Best Bicycle Shop

l Best Business IT 

       Support Service

l Best Car Wash

l Best Caterer/Catering service

l Best Cemetery

l Best Chiropractic Office

l Best Cleaning Service

l Best Computer Repair Service

l Best Credit Union

l Best Dance Studio

l Best Day Spa

l Best Dentist Office

l Best Dog Training Business

l Best Estate Sale Company

l Best Facial

l Best Funeral Home

l Best Gym/Fitness Studio

l Best Hair Salon

l Best Heating/Cooling

l Best Holistic Healing

l Best Insurance Agency

l Best Landscape Company

l Best Law Firm

l Best Local YouTube Channel

l Best Massage Studio

l Best Med Spa

l Best Moving Service

l Best Nail Salon

l Best News Source

l Best Non-Profit

       Organization (local)

l Best Pet Grooming

       Business

l Best Pet Rescue

l Best Pharmacy

       (locally owned)

l Best Photography

l Best Plumbing Service

l Best Radio Station

l Best Senior Care/Living Facility

l Best Tattoo Parlor

l Best Therapy/Therapist 

       Service

l Best Towing Company

l Best Veterinarian Service
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WE CAN HELP WITH
BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

FOUNDATION REPAIR

HOME INSPECTIONS CONCRETE LEVELING

CRAWL SPACE 
ENCAPSULATION

SUMP PUMP 
INSTALLATION

EASY FINANCING 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE!

866-832-3627

CRACKS 
BASEMENT?
IN THE BEFORE AFTER!

Top of the Town
from page 17

See Top of the Town, Page 19
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l Best Wedding Services

l Best Wifi/Internet 

      Service Provider

l Best Yoga Studio

SHOPPING
l Best Antique Shop

l Best Art Gallery

l Best Art Supply Store

l Best Auto Dealership

Donate and support local news

Top of the Town
from page 18

See Top of the Town, Page 20
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®®

®®

Fast, Easy, and the Lowest Flooring Prices, Period®

With Refl oor, you get:

Call Now! 
866-631-0473

Strong Enough for Pets. Safe for Kids. Beautiful for Home.

SMART-CHOICE
PACKAGE®

INSTALLATION FINANCING
0%
Plus!Special Offer

OFF75%

l Best Beer Selection

       in Retail Store

l Best Bookstore (locally 

       owned)

l Best Butcher Shop

l Best Candy Store

l Best Cheese Department

l Best Clothing Store 	

        (locally owned)

l Best Farmers Market

l Best Florist

l Best Furniture Store

l Best Game Shop

l Best Gardening Center

l Best Gas Station

l Best Gift Shop

l Best Grocery Store

       (locally owned)

l Best Hardware Store

l Best Jewelry Store

l Best Lingerie Store

l Best Liquor Store

l Best Metaphysical Store

l Best Musical Instrument Store

l Best Organic/Natural Market

l Best Pet Store

l Best Quality Dairy

l Best Record/CD Store

l Best Sex Shop

l Best Thrift or Consignment 

      Shop

l Best Used Car Dealership

l Best Vape Shop

l Best Wine Shop

WHATEVER
l Best Axe Throwing Venue

l Best Category We Didn’t 

       Think of

l Best Eye Candy Building

l Best Facebook Group or 

       Page (local)

l Best High School

l Best Historical Place

l Best Instagram Account (local)

l Best Local Art Festival

l Best Local Event/Festival

l Best New Business

l Best Outdoor Adventure

l Best Place to Cry in Public

l Best Place to Find Quiet

l Best Place to Work

l Best Shop Pet

l Best Staycation Hotel in 

       Lansing

l Biggest Whiff in Last Year’s 

Contest

l Cleanest Public Restroom

l In Memoriam: Businesses Lost

l Most Trustworthy Business

l Worst Eyesore

l Worst Pothole (specific 

       location)

Top of the Town
from page 19
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Nominate your favorites here
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Live & Local
The Avenue
2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
DAOM Halloween Soiree 
Weekend: DJ Maus, Moon Pony, 
Access to Concrete
Fri., Oct. 9, 8 p.m.
DAOM Halloween Soiree 
Weekend: DJ Club Kid, Pet Me, 
Toad-Eater
Sat., Oct. 10, 8 p.m.
Nunya
Sun., Oct. 11, 7 p.m.

BrickHaven Brewing Co.
200 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge
Chris Muethel
Fri., Oct. 9, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Neon Gray
Sat., Oct. 10, 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Charlotte Performing Arts 
Center
378 State St., Charlotte
Charlotte Community Band
Thurs., Oct. 8, 7 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 Old U.S. 27, Lansing
Frog & the Beeftones
Fri., Oct. 9, 8 p.m.-midnight
Capital Sundogs
Sat., Oct. 10, 8 p.m.-midnight

Dublin Square
327 Abbot Road, East Lansing
The Reason You Came
Thurs., Oct. 8, 9 p.m.-midnight

EagleMonk Pub and Brewery
4906 W. Mount Hope Hwy., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie
Thurs., Oct. 8, 7-9 p.m.
Songwriters’ night, with Bart Moore
Wed., Oct. 14,  7-9 p.m.

Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church
1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing
Peer Gynt and the Blue Mountain 
Sun., Oct. 11, 3-5 p.m. 

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb
Fri., Oct. 9, 6-9 p.m.
Helena Lost
Sat., Oct. 10, 6-9 p.m.

Elderly Instruments 
1100 N. Washington Ave., Lansing
Skyrie
Mon., Oct. 12, 6:30 p.m.

The Green Door
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Sorry Ghost, Kevin Walkman
Wed., Oct. 7, doors 7 p.m., show 
8 p.m.
The Prince of Eden, Nolen 
Durham, here pig
Fri., Oct. 9, doors 5 p.m., show 6 p.m.
Wavelength
Fri., Oct. 9, 8 p.m.-1 a.m.
Bongzilla, Lair of the Minotaur, 
Cavalcade
Sat., Oct. 10, doors 7 p.m., show 
8 p.m.
Gully Boys, Pollyanna, Rodeo 
Boys
Sun., Oct. 11, doors 7 p.m., show 8 p.m.
The Braymores, Phabies
Wed., Oct. 14, doors 5 p.m., show 6 p.m.
Wavelength
Wed., Oct. 14, 8 p.m.-1 a.m.

Grewal Hall
224 S. Washington Square, Lansing
Cupcakke
Thurs., Oct. 8, 7 p.m.
Convictions, Taken by the Tides, 
Stray View, Afterlife, Deadwitxh
Sun., Oct. 11, 6 p.m.

Homebrew Tabletop Game 
Lounge
219 ½ N. Bridge St., Grand Ledge
Just Magnetic, Nothin 2 Lose
Sun., Oct. 11, 6:30-10 p.m.

Horrocks Farm Market
7420 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing
Matt Carlson
Thurs., Oct. 8, 5-8 p.m.
Tomás Esparza Blues Band
Fri., Oct. 9, 5-8 p.m.
Wild Honey Collective
Sat., Oct. 10, 5-8 p.m.
John Beltran
Sun., Oct. 11, 2-7 p.m.

The Irish Pub
1910 W. Saginaw St., Lansing
Open mic night, with Scott Seth
Thurs., Oct. 8, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Just Magnetic
Sat., Oct. 10, 8-11 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Co.
325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing
Jay Fry
Thurs., Oct. 8, 5-8 p.m.
Jerry Sprague
Fri., Oct. 9, 5:30 p.m.

Lansing Shuffle
325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing
Babytron
Sat., Oct. 10, 10 p.m.
JP Peters
Sun., Oct. 11, 4-7 p.m.

Looking Glass Brewing Co.
115 N. Bridge St., DeWitt
Deacon Earl
Fri., Oct. 9, 6-9 p.m.

Mac’s Bar
2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Bloccrich Monsta, C-Money 
Baby, Rashaad Lee, Ominous the 
Monster, Capone Got Bread
Fri., Oct. 9, 7 p.m.
Brugada, High Strangeness, 
Natural Graffiti, Gods End
Sat., Oct. 10, 7 p.m.
Open mic night
Mon., Oct. 12, 6-8 p.m.
Unity — In Music
Thurs., Oct. 8, 9 p.m.-2 a.m.
Tues., Oct. 13, 10 p.m.-2 a.m.
 

Marketplace on the Green
1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos
Atomic Annie
Wed., Oct. 7, 6:30 p.m.
Stone Street Revival
Wed., Oct. 14, 6:30 p.m.

Mash Bar
212 Albert Ave., East Lansing
Rory Nevins Band
Wed., Oct. 7, 7-10 p.m.
Universe Band
Fri., Oct. 9, 9:30 p.m.-1 a.m.

Midtown Brewing Co.
402 S. Washington Square, Lansing
Open mic night
Mon., Oct. 12, 6-9 p.m.

Moriarty’s Pub
802 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Open mic night, with Jen Sygit
Wed., Oct. 7, 8-11 p.m.
Blues jam

Thurs., Oct. 8, 9 p.m.-midnight
The Louderthans
Fri., Oct. 9, 8 p.m.-midnight
Velocity Shift
Sat., Oct. 10, 8 p.m.-midnight
Jazz Tuesdays
Tues., Oct. 13, 7-10 p.m.
Open mic night, with Jen Sygit
Wed., Oct. 14, 8-11 p.m.

MSU College of Music
An Evening with Chopin
Wed., Oct. 7, 7:30 p.m.
Cook Recital Hall, 333 W. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing
Gwen Dease, percussion
Thurs., Oct. 8, 7:30 p.m.
Cook Recital Hall
Concert Orchestra, “Night at the Opera”
Thurs., Oct 8, 7:30 p.m.
Wharton Center, 750 E. Shaw Lane, 
East Lansing
Jazz orchestras with Ed Cherry, 
jazz guitar
Sun., Oct. 11, 3 p.m.
Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium 
Road, East Lansing
Woodward String Quartet with 
Suren Bagratuni
Mon., Oct. 12, 7:30 p.m.
Fairchild Theatre
h2 Quartet: 20th Anniversary 
Homecoming
Tues., Oct. 13, 7:30 p.m.
Fairchild Theatre
Journey to Armenia
Wed., Oct. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Cook Recital Hall

MSU Community Music School
4930 S. Hagadorn Road, East Lansing
Fiddle Scouts: Drummunity
Sat., Oct. 10, 10 a.m.

Nico’s Pub and Grill
117 S. Bridge St., Dimondale
Atomic Annie
Fri., Oct. 9, 7:30-11:30 p.m.

Nuthouse Sports Grill
420 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Cloudhoppers
Sat., Oct. 10, 8 p.m.

One North Lansing
5001 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing
Kevin Nichols
Sat., Oct. 10, 8 p.m.
Open mic night, with Kathy Ford
Mon., Oct. 12, 6:30-9 p.m.

The Peanut Barrel
521 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing
Andy Langlois
Fri., Oct. 9, 8-10 p.m.
Charlie Richardson
Tues., Oct. 13, 6-8 p.m.

Red Cedar Spirits
2000 Merritt Road, East Lansing
Live music
Fri., Oct. 9, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Randy Napoleon Trio
Sun., Oct. 11, 6-9 p.m.

The Robin Theatre
1105 S. Washington Ave., Lansing
Seth Bernard and Jordan 
Hamilton
Wed., Oct. 7, 7:30 p.m.
AdaMa Quartet
Tues., Oct. 13, 7:30 p.m.

Sholty’s Bar
1821 S. Washington Ave., Lansing
Northside Rhythm Kings
Tues., Oct. 13, 6-9 p.m.

Stage One at Sycamore Creek 
Eastwood 
2200 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing
Good Neighbor Concert Series: 
The Nathan Moore Affair
Tues., Oct. 13, 7 p.m.

Stober’s Bar
812 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Craig Hendershott
Sun., Oct. 11, 10 p.m.-1 a.m.
Jazz Doggz
Tues., Oct. 13, 10 p.m.-1 a.m.

Tony M’s Restaurant & 
Banquet Center
3420 S. Creyts Road, Lansing
Live music
Wed., Oct. 7, 6-9 p.m.
Live music
Sun., Oct. 11, 3-6 p.m.

Uncle John’s Cider Mill
8614 U.S.-127, St. Johns
Emily Faber
Thurs., Oct. 8, 4-7 p.m.
Matthew Shannon, Carl Pawluk
Fri., Oct. 9, 3:30-6:30 p.m.
Gina & Jordan
Sat., Oct. 10, 1-4 p.m.

Melanie Pierce
Sat., Oct. 10, 3-6 p.m.
Be Kind Rewind
Sun., Oct. 11, 1-4 p.m.
The Fridays
Sun., Oct. 11, 3-6 p.m.
Brett Mitchell
Mon., Oct. 12, 2-5 p.m.

Unicorn Bar
327 E César E. Chávez Ave, Lansing
Gimme 5
Sat., Oct. 10, 8 p.m.-midnight

University Lutheran Church
1020 S. Harrison Road, East Lansing
May Erlewine
Fri., Oct. 9, 7:30 p.m.

UrbanBeat
1213 Turner St., Lansing
Midweek Music Lounge
Wed., Oct. 7, 6-9 p.m.
Absolute Music Chamber Series: 
Berofsky Quartet
Thurs., Oct. 8, 7:30 p.m.
Phil Denny’s Urban Suite: Jeff Ryan
Fri., Oct. 9, 8 p.m.
Powerlight Band
Sat., Oct. 10, 7 p.m.
Pzazz … an afternoon of poetry 
& jazz
Sun., Oct. 11, 4-6 p.m.
Midweek Music Lounge
Wed., Oct. 14, 6-9 p.m.

The Watershed Tavern & Grill
5965 Marsh Road, Haslett
Darin Larner Sr.
Thurs., Oct. 8, 7-10 p.m.

Wharton Center
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
Endea Owens & The Cookout
Fri., Oct. 9, 7:30 p.m.

Williamston Roadhouse
3700 E. Grand River Road, 
Williamston
New Rule
Sat., Oct. 10, 7-11 p.m.
Matt & Valerie
Wed., Oct. 14, 7-10 p.m.

The Wooden Nickel II
1029 Jackson St., Dansville
Homespun
Sat., Oct. 10, 9 p.m.-1 a.m.

 PICTURE YOUR MUSIC HERE

Advertising director 
Jaclyn Holland

jaclyn@buriedledemedia.com

(517) 999-6704 or call 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
When people say a band is “cooking,” 

they aren’t just talking about musical 
excellence. It means that soulful, savory 
things are simmering, and you’re about 
to be nourished.

Bassist Endea Owens is a pot stirrer 
with one hell of a big spoon. Her apt-
ly named band, The Cookout, can play 
anything in 
the world 
but sticks 
to a recipe 
of joyful, 
jazz-based 
music she’ll 
bring to 
M i c h i g a n 
State University’s Wharton Center on 
Friday.

You can even block your ears, if you’re 
feeling perverse, and still catch the vibe 
from watching Owens lead the band 
while all but dancing with her upright 
bass.

“I’ve always thought about music and 
dance together,” Owens said. “I know 
there are moments in life when you have 
to sit down, take a rest and just think, 
but there are a lot of moments where 
you have to get up and go. I always want 
to feel the dance in the music.”

A proud native of Detroit, Owens 
studied at MSU under Professor Rod-
ney Whitaker, went on to Juilliard and 
made it big in New York, where she 
leads her own group and collaborates 
with a stellar roster of musical legends, 
from Wynton Marsalis, Diana Ross and 
Solange Knowles to, most recently, rap-
per Juicy J, on a powerful, soul-search-
ing 2025 album, “Caught up in This 
Illusion.”

“I just got off the road with Elvis 
Costello a few days ago,” Owens said in 
a phone interview last week. “Just being 
able to listen to his lyrics, his poetry, on 
stage — I had a wonderful time with 
him. I am blessed to work with a lot of 
people who I respect and admire.”

That blessing multiplied beyond her 
dreams when she became the bassist in 
the house band for “The Late Show with 
Stephen Colbert.”

At the taping of the show’s final epi-
sode, aired in May, Costello, Jon Batiste 
and Paul McCartney were on hand.

McCartney didn’t schmooze much 
that day, but he made a point of collar-
ing Owens.

“He told me I was an excellent bassist 
and that I was ‘choppy,’ meaning I have 
chops,” she said. “To get a compliment 

from Paul McCartney about my 
bass playing was really nice.”

Although Owens is from De-
troit, the time she spent studying 
with Whitaker and the jazz stud-
ies faculty at MSU makes Friday’s 
visit a kind of homecoming.

“I owe a lot of what I know to 
the professors and especially to 

Rodney,” she said. “They gave me the 
foundation to succeed in New York.”

She still enjoys strolling the wooded 
“Sacred Space” at the heart of campus, 
adjoining the Music Building.

“MSU’s campus is so gorgeous. Every-
where I walk, I have a nice place where I 
can clear my mind.” 

Well-being and positivity are key in-
gredients in Owens’ musical recipe.

“It’s not about, ‘Let’s play the blues,’ 
or ‘Oh, let’s play this song in 4/4.’ I can 
play anything,” she said. “I’ve written 
odd-meter songs, and I’ve written for 
orchestra. This is just my take on what I 
feel about jazz, and how I want to feel.”

When it came to putting a band and 
a sound together, Owens was inspired 
largely by the Jazz Messengers, the sem-
inal hard-bop group led by firebrand 
drummer Art Blakey that carried the 
torch of straight-ahead jazz from the 
1950s until Blakey’s death in 1990, and 
one of the group’s worthiest successors, 
trumpeter Roy Hargrove’s high-energy 
1990s quintet.

Both groups were rooted deeply in 
jazz tradition while vigorously pushing 
the music into fresh territory.

“Art Blakey had the power and the 
pull,” Owens said. “I always felt pulled to 
what was happening in the rhythm sec-

Stirring the pot
Endea Owens brings excellence, exuberance to Wharton Center

Photo by Lawrence Sumulong

Detroit-raised, New York-based bassist 
Endea Owens and her band, The Cookout, 
perform Friday at the Wharton Center.

Owens and The Cookout play the 2024 Summer Solstice Jazz Festival in East Lansing.

See Owens, Page 24

Endea Owens & The Cookout
7:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 9
Wharton Center Pasant Theatre
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
(517) 432-2000
whartoncenter.com

Photo by Raymond Holt Photo by Raymond Holt Photo by Raymond Holt
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tion, what was happening melodically. 
And when I listened to Roy Hargrove’s 
quintet, I felt like I heard everything I 
grew up with.”

The six-piece Cookout will per-
form some of Owens’ favorite com-
positions from her first album, 
including the spiritual, danceable 
“Feel Good” and “Where the Nubians 
Grow,” in addition to new songs and 
standards.

For Owens, “The Late Show” was 
a dream gig in many ways, but the 
show’s demise left her free to take 
her music in multiple directions. Be-
sides touring with the likes of Elvis 

Costello and her own Cookout com-
bo, she is writing tunes for a new al-
bum she plans to release next sum-
mer. “Ida’s Crusade,” a composition 
paying tribute to civil rights leader, 
women’s rights advocate and journal-
ist Ida B. Wells, has been performed 
by the Jazz at Lincoln Center Or-
chestra and Carnegie Hall’s national 
youth ensemble NYO Jazz, with more 
performances in the works.

As if all that weren’t enough, Ow-
ens has her eye on a fresh frontier. 
So far, her only experience in film 
has been playing bass in the score to 
Shaka King’s “Judas and the Black 
Messiah,” but that’s about to change.

“Next time, hopefully, I’ll be be-
hind the score,” she said. “I love, 
love, love film scoring. It’s been a 
dream of mine. I like to say I’m John 

Williams looking for my Steven 
Spielberg.”

Her all-time favorite is Williams’ 
score for Spielberg’s “E.T.”

“What he did with French horns — 
if you really listen to that soundtrack, 
it’s amazing.”

Always searching for ways to take 
her music to a higher level, Owens 
recently studied with the most ac-
complished bassist in jazz history, 
Ron Carter.

“I wanted to get over a certain 
hurdle in my playing, and I wanted 
to go to the best,” she said. “It’s in-
credible how much history is in one 
person: born in the 1930s, playing 
with Miles Davis, being sampled on 
so many hip-hop records, playing on 
more than 3,000 records. It defi-
nitely put me more into shape as a 

bassist.”
They shared insights, not only on 

playing bass, but also on leading a 
band. 

“He told me to be comfortable 
with change,” Owens said.

“You have to adapt, and Ron 
Carter is amazing at that.” Carter 
drove home the point that if you are 
the bassist, you are the key player, 
whether you are the nominal leader 
of the date or not.

“The bassist really drives the band 
and changes its whole structure,” 
Owens said. “Playing one note on 
the bass versus another can create 
two different feelings, and changing 
the rhythm can pull the band back 
or push it forward. He always talks 
about the bass being in the driver’s 
seat.”

Owens
from page 23

By KURT ANTHONY KRUG
Without realizing it, when travel 

writer Amy Piper was working on her 
book “Secret Michigan: A Guide to the 
Weird, Wonderful, and Obscure” in 
2023, she was also working on her lat-
est book, “Small Town Mich-
igan” (Reedy Press, $32). 

“As I traveled around 
Michigan researching ‘Se-
cret Michigan,’ I took a lot 
of pictures of interesting 
places that didn’t fit into it. 
So, I’d been photographing 
long before I started writ-
ing. Some of the secrets in 
my ‘Secret Michigan’ book 
were in small towns that had 
a lot more to offer than just 
a single attraction,” Piper 
said. “The actual research 
and writing for ‘Small Town’ 
took about a year. I started 
by searching online, decid-
ed where I wanted to visit, 
and then grouped them into 
trips. It’s important to note 
that I’ve been to each one of 
these small towns. I talked 
to the people and explored. 
In some cases, I still plan to go back be-
cause so much of my exploring remains 
unfinished.” 

The author explained the impetus be-
hind the book.

“We have our favorite places that we 
keep going back to, without discover-
ing all the other places out there,” she 
said. “Residents often forget that Mich-
igan is both geographically large and 
psychologically local. You can live here 
your whole life and still not know the 

next county over — there’s a peninsula 
shoreline or a small town with a better 
park, beach, bakery or sunset than the 
one you already know. 

“This hit home when I took my 
5-year-old granddaughter to the library 

in my hometown of Holt,” 
Piper continued. “She asked 
me to go to the pavilion be-
hind the library. She was 
very familiar with that park 
from preschool, yet I’d nev-
er been. It took her to help 
me discover it. We some-
times have inertia about 
getting out and discovering 
what’s nearby. I know that 
many Michigan residents 
living in towns other than 
Williamston would be sur-
prised to learn all that it has 
to offer.”

Of the 50 towns she vis-
ited for the book, Piper was 
hard-pressed to name a fa-
vorite.

“I think there’s something 
special about every town, 
so it would be hard to pick 
a favorite,” she said. “I keep 

going back to Indian River, Petoskey 
and Charlevoix. I’m loving the small 
towns in the Keweenaw Peninsula right 
now. It’s a welcoming environment.”

She pointed out that it’s important for 
people visiting Michigan to realize that 
it isn’t a one-and-done destination. 

“Planning a Michigan vacation 
means discovering a state you’ll come 
back to often because the last trip left a 
few things unfinished,” she said. “From 
Great Lakes shorelines and small towns 

to food-forward regions and seasonal 
traditions, Michigan rewards travel-
ers who slow down and explore a little 
deeper each time. Michigan has a hid-
den-gem culture: ferry towns, ghost 
towns, quirky roadside landmarks, 
lighthouse beaches and Inland Water-
way trips.”

Piper was born in Lansing, the eldest 
of five and the only daughter. She lives 
in Holt with Ross Dingman, her hus-
band of 49 years. They have a daughter 
and two granddaughters. 

After graduating from Holt High 
School, Piper earned a bachelor’s de-

gree in Spanish and linguistics from the 
University of Michigan. She went on 
to earn a master’s degree in linguistics 
and a doctoral degree in instructional 
design from Michigan State University. 
Additionally, she was a certified proj-
ect management professional for many 
years.

“Instructional design involves a lot 
of writing and photography. I went the 
corporate training route and wrote my 
dissertation on project management as 
it relates to instructional design. I end-

Follow the Piper to ‘Small Town Michigan’

Courtesy

Amy Piper

See Piper, Page 25
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By MASAKI TAKAHASHI
Before Mike Tyson became the 

youngest heavyweight champion in his-
tory, he was a kid in juvenile detention. 
Trainer Cus D’Amato saw a tremendous 
raw power that needed discipline and 
technique. He sharpened Tyson’s skills 
and helped him develop the peek-a-boo 
style that became his signature.

I came to poetry through freestyle 
battles. I knew how to land a punch-
line and get a crowd going. In 2016, I 
performed a poem about loving myself 
at Poets Resist, an event Santino Dal-
laVecchia and Lisa Folkmire hosted at 
Strange Matter. My poems were punchy, 
but I had plenty to learn. Dennis Hin-
richsen was in the room and saw some-
thing he could help me develop.

There was fear behind my desire, too.
I fear being a nobody, that my story 

will never be heard.
Poetry gives that fear somewhere to 

go. Hinrichsen helps me give it shape.

Around the time I started The Poet-
ry Room at The Robin Theatre, Hin-
richsen became Lansing’s inaugural 
poet laureate. He invited me to perform 
at his events and offered to workshop 
my poems. I accepted gradually. I was 
back in college and poetry had to com-
pete with homework. I graduated for 
the second time in 2019. Then lock-
down gave me the time to take poetry 
seriously and stop freestyling half my 
poems onstage.

Hinrichsen and I meet over food and 
he will redline anything and everything. 
But then he reaches a line he thinks is 
genius, and he smiles. Both reactions 
keep me coming back. 

He taught me to think of poems like 
computer programs: Execution mat-
ters, and so does conciseness. Find a 
poem’s function and cut what doesn’t 
serve it. He pushed me to read, and now 
I read at least one poetry book a week. 
We work from the strengths I already 

have: humor, a story to tell and riffing. 
He is relentless with me because he 

knows I’ll work. He knows my feelings 
can take a red pen. He suggested I could 
become a future poet laureate. First, we 
needed to get some poems published. 

Mine took six weeks to get a yes (be-
cause I am dope). Hinrichsen opened a 
door, and I walked through it. In 2022, 
I became Lansing poet laureate, a role 
I held until 2024. The title didn’t make 
the fear disappear. Fear and I still meet. 
Dennis and I still meet. But I only allow 
Dennis to mark up my poems. I’m still 
learning to write for the page, still chas-
ing bigger stages, still working toward 
a book.

Last year, I spoke and performed at 
the University of Pennsylvania. Stand-
ing in that room, I understood years 
of conversations with Hinrichsen had 
taught me the language of the craft: 
compression, function, the line that has 
to earn its place. It was a wax on, wax 
off moment.

What I admire about Hinrichsen is 
that he wants people to take poetry as 

far as they choose. After a career spent 
teaching, he still wants to teach. He has 
an MFA, but understands a degree isn’t 
accessible to everyone. Poetry should 
be. Lansing has people willing to share 
what they know. We can build some-
thing here but we have to participate. 
Leave the house. Send the email. Ask 
for help. Bring the poem you’re unsure 
about. Then keep showing up. I still car-
ry the fear of being unheard, but now I 
have more craft and someone in my cor-
ner. 

Learn with Hinrichsen
The Next Step Poetry Workshop 

meets Oct. 17 and Nov. 11, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m., at The Robin Theatre. 
Registration is required, and space is 
limited to 15 participants. The sug-
gested fee is $15, but nobody is turned 
away for lack of funds; use code NEXT 
STEP for free admission. Register at 
therobintheatre.com.

Ask Everybody Reads or Robin 
Books for Hinrichsen’s latest collec-
tion, “dementia lyrics,” a tribute to two 
dying friends.

ed up designing, developing and writ-
ing a lot of project management train-
ing worldwide,” Piper explained. “In my 
corporate career, I traveled all over the 
world. I spent six months in South Ko-
rea, six months in Argentina, a month 
in India and three months in Madrid. 
You get the idea. I wanted to keep doing 
that after I retired, so I started prepar-
ing about seven years before I retired.”

She has been a travel writer since 
2016. 

“Basically, I like to tell stories about 

places that I’ve been to, and photogra-
phy captures those memories and sto-
ries really well. It allows me to provide 
a complete picture of the travel story,” 
she said. 

Piper has a blog, and she’s penned nu-
merous articles for travel websites and 
magazines. In addition to “Small Town 
Michigan” and “Secret Michigan,” she 
also wrote “100 Things to Do in Lansing 
Before You Die,” the Michigan chapter 
of “Midwest Road Trip Adventures” and 
the Ann Arbor and southern Michigan 
chapter of Fodor’s Michigan guidebook. 
She’s working on a book called “Michi-
gan Food Stories,” which will be out in 
fall 2027. 

She spoke about her writing routine. 

She’s up before 6 a.m. to start working.
“I do my best work when I’m fresh. I 

capture ideas that I may have written in 
my mind overnight,” she said. “I tend to 
save the non-creative tasks for later in 
the day. When I’m tired, I most likely 
process my images, work on social me-
dia or do research. I need to be fresh to 
write well. 

“I also like having blocks of time to 
write because once I get going and I’m 
in the zone, the ideas flow better,” she 
continued. “I write every day, except for 
when I’m traveling. I have yet to figure 
out how to write very much when I’m 
on the road. I like to make the most of 
the time I have in a place to get out and 
explore. I use voice to text to capture as 

much of a place’s essence as possible.”
For Piper, the most challenging part 

of being a travel writer is deciding what 
to include and what to cut. The best part 
is traveling the world.

“I enjoy getting out, traveling the 
world and helping others discover plac-
es that match their interests and needs,” 
she said. “I love talking to people and 
getting their stories, suggestions on 
where to go and places to eat, et cetera. 
The more of the state I discover, the 
more I find those hidden gems that only 
the locals know. You can only find out 
that insider information by getting out 
from behind the desk and getting out 
there.”

Visit FollowThePiper.com. 

Courtesy

Dennis Hinrichsen performs at The Poetry Room at The Robin Theatre.

Courtesy of Lauren Cleary

Hinrichsen, far left, and Masaki Takahashi, far right, at a Poetry Room event. 

Piper
from page 24

Someone in your corner
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
As a firestorm of applause roared 

through the Wharton Center at the 
end of the Lansing Symphony Or-
chestra’s season opener Friday evening 
(Oct. 2), guest conductor Scott Seaton 
singled out every section of the orches-
tra, one by one, for special recognition, 
leaving nary a bassoon tooter or trian-
gle dinger out.

Cynics say that if everybody’s special, 
nobody’s special. 

As Noël Coward would say, “Balls.” 
If Friday’s stupendous sounds proved 
anything, it’s that sometimes every-
body can be special, period.

Under Seaton’s nimble, confident 
leadership, every section was firing 
on all thrusters. There wasn’t a hint of 
throat clearing or warming up.

As the first of five finalists for the 
post of music director to appear this 
season, Seaton was under a slight 
handicap. When a competition ex-
tends over several months, memories 
of the earliest concerts can fade. It’s 
tempting to wonder whether Seaton 
compensated by making this concert 
triple-dip memorable. It was a bra-
vura performance, roof-rattling when 
needed and gorgeous everywhere in 
between.

The evening’s satisfying musical 
arc lends itself to the Oreo method of 
analysis, starting with the crunch of 
the outer cookies and saving the cream 
center for last.

In spite of its five-minute length, the 
evening’s opener, Anna Clyne’s “Mas-
querade,” was more than a box-check-
ing nod to contemporary music. (Each 
of the five competing guest conductors 
are required to include a contempo-
rary work.) “Masquerade” wadded up 
35 minutes of music and compressed 
them into an ultra-dense black 
hole with an irresistible grav-
itational pull. Every minute 
was packed with sudden, did-I-hear-
that-or-not quantum events (apolo-
gies to MSU physicists for the loose 
musical usage) and blurry smears of 
micro-notes the musicians leaned into 
with scary relish.

There were snippets of melody and 
lush lyrical moments, but these were 
perceived only through a kaleidoscope 
of abstraction and displacement. It felt 
like riding on the back of a dragonfly as 
it darted back and forth over a circus, 
now buzzing the carousel, now racing 
the horses, now taking a half-second 

rest on a clown’s nose. It was a wild 
ride, but it never felt out of control.

The cookie at the bottom end of the 
Oreo was cut from similar stuff, only 
on a much bigger scale. In the last two 
movements of Hector Berlioz’s over-
the-top “Symphonie Fantastique,” Sea-
ton again demonstrated his mastery at 
conjuring split-second, precision mad-
ness. The big difference is that nobody 

ever accused Berlioz of being brief. 
The nightmarish, opium-induced 
scenario of a march to the scaffold 

and descent into Satanic realms serves 
up one horrific climax after another. 
Every time things go crashing down, 
fresh tendrils of madness and obses-
sion curl out of the rubble.

Seaton never grandstanded and 
made sure it was all about the music, 
but his inexhaustible bag of cues as he 
conjured these lurid ceremonies into 
being made him fascinating to watch. 
He poked, prodded and twisted every 
dark detail into the light, folding and 
unfolding his lithe frame to catch the 
moment like a mousetrap, with the 

occasional leap off the podium by way 
of recoil. A couple of times, he leaned 
far forward, held his arms about 3 feet 
off the ground and pulled them back 
toward his body, as if he were pulling a 
rug with all 80 musicians sitting on it.

Despite all the percussion (at one 
point, three timpanists thundered 
away at once), low brass (including two 
tubas) and other bells and whistles, 
Seaton and the orchestra managed to 
paint plenty of subtle strokes. They 
etched every voice of the final move-
ment’s fugue with satisfying clarity, 
then switched to a ghostlike, scratchy 
tone for the fugue’s second, more un-
nerving appearance.

That leaves the cream center of the 
concert. Guest violinist Keila Wakao 
took the audience into the palm of her 
hand and revealed the depths of her 
heart when she joined Seaton and the 
orchestra for a ravishing performance 
of Mendelssohn’s violin concerto. 

Wakao’s sweet, out-of-this-world 
tone, especially in the high register, 
unspooled like a golden thread against 

a dark and craggy orchestral land-
scape. There were a few pinfeathers 
out of place in the virtuosic finale as 
the orchestra hustled to keep up with 
Wakao’s quicksilver figures, but the 
sincerity and energy of the perfor-
mance never flagged.

Seaton took his time and let the slow 
movement breathe, the clearest indica-
tion that he can handle languor as well 
as clangor.

The guest maestro demonstrated 
one more skill Friday. When the 7:30 
kickoff time struck, several musicians 
were delayed in traffic and absent 
from the stage. Seaton killed the wait-
ing time by informally chatting to the 
audience about his Michigan roots and 
the music on the evening’s program. 
As the latecomers drifted in, one by 
one, he showed his comfort, and even 
delight, in connecting with the audi-
ence, but as soon as the last straggler 
took a seat, he wrapped it up and got 
to work.

Clangor and languor
Guest maestro Scott Seaton mounts the scaffold at LSO opener

Review

Photo by Yotham Eshak

Violinist Keila Wakao joined guest conductor Scott Seaton and the Lansing Symphony for a ravishing performance of Mendelssohn’s violin 
concerto at Friday’s season opener. 
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By COURTNEY BOWERMAN
Children’s Community Theatre’s 

upcoming production of “Fro-
zen Jr.” may not be as elaborate or 
high-budget as the Broadway show, 
but with over 100 hardworking and 
talented kids in the cast, there will 
be plenty of Disney magic to go 
around.   

“We have been rehearsing since 
Aug. 24, and it’s coming along really 
well,” said Katie Howard, co-direc-
tor and co-owner of the troupe. “We 
have some beautiful special effects 
with lights and things like that. 
The kids are working on some light 
dances, and it’s just really magical. 
They’re doing a fantastic job.”

While ticket sales help fund the 
company, Howard praised the 
show’s designers for working won-
ders under their small budgets. 

“Our costume ladies are phenom-
enal. They do a lot of thrifting and 
things like that to 
be creative and put 
little outfits togeth-
er,” Howard said. 
“They are a highly 
gifted team, and so 
is our set designer, 
Alexis Schneider. 
She has a giant ma-
chine that can do all 
these advanced cuts 
to make all these 
beautiful things out 
of cardboard. It looks like a lot has 
gone into it, but really, it’s just a lot 
of creative artwork.” 

Howard and fellow director Bob-
bi Pangborn founded Children’s 
Community Theatre 10 years ago to 
provide opportunities for children 
in their community to participate 
in the arts. While the company may 
not be as well known as others in 
the area, it has plenty of help with 
funding from sponsors like Nobel-
ia Homes, Legacy Heating and Air, 
LAFCU, Michigan Farm Bureau 
and Stifel Wealth Management 
Group.

“We started when our kids were 
young, and we said we’d take it 
one year at a time,” Howard said. 
“We’ve grown to love it so much. We 
look forward to the plays, we think 
about it all year round. It’s just a re-
ally neat thing to get to be a part of, 
and we really love it.”

Their children are now old 
enough to serve in the crew. Pang-
born’s daughters Brynn Pangborn 
and Jordyn Sawyer are the cho-
reographer and vocal director for 

“Frozen Jr.,” respectively. Sawyer, 
a music major at the University of 
Michigan, also assists with the Ris-
ing Stars program, which gives the 
younger actors in the group oppor-
tunities for leading roles.   

CCT puts on three shows per sea-
son. Past productions have included 
“Beauty and the Beast,” “The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe,” Se-
ussical,” “Newsies” and “Anne of 
Green Gables.” Although most of 
the shows have been adapted for 
younger audiences, Howard said 
the productions are enjoyable for 
all ages.  

“We look for great music, great 
choreography, something that’s going 
to be going to be a lot of fun for the 
audiences,” she explained. “And we 
like a good, powerful message that’s 
going to be inspiring for the kids.”

The cast and crew isn’t limited 
to Perry residents, Howard not-

ed. Children 
and adults from 
Lansing, Grand 
Ledge and other 
locations in the 
area also partic-
ipate. Rehearsals 
are held Mon-
day and Thurs-
day evenings at 
a former church 
turned studio 
space in Perry. 

Work will soon begin on CCT’s 
next show, the kids’ theatrical ver-
sion of DreamWorks’ “Madagas-
car.” Directed by Jordyn Sawyer and 
Alexis Schneider, the show is part 
of the Rising Stars program, with 
a more limited cast of students be-
tween third and eighth grades. Au-
ditions will be held Nov. 16.

Howard hopes to continue to 
spread the word about CCT to help 
attract more participants and audi-
ence members.

“We have such a great communi-
ty. The kids have formed their own 
little family. It’s a beautiful thing,” 
Howard said. “Every year, we ask 
them what their favorite part of be-
ing in the show is, and it’s amazing 
how many of them say things like, 
‘The friends I made here,’ ‘The way 
I’m encouraged here’ or ‘The way I 
feel like people are rooting for me.’ 
We look at theater as a tool for kids 
to learn teamwork, leadership skills 
and so much more. So, when we 
hear things like that, it’s truly the 
best gift to us. That’s why we keep 
doing it.

Courtesy Courtesy

Children’s Community Theatre of Perry preps for a trip to Arendelle
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BEHIND THE CURTAIN

Children’s Community Theatre’s production of “Frozen Jr.” runs from Oct. 22 through 24 
at Perry High School.

“The One Good Thing or ‘Are Ya Patrick 
Swayze?’”
Through Oct. 25
2 p.m. Thursday, Saturday-Sunday
7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday
Williamston Theatre
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston
williamstontheatre.org

“Layers, or ‘The Casserole Play’”
Oct. 9-11 and 16-17
7 p.m. Friday-Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday
LCC Black Box Theatre
411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing
lcc.edu/showinfo

“Mauritius”
7 p.m. Oct. 9-10
Stage One
2200 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing
facebook.com/IxionEnsemble

“Midnite”
Oct. 9-18
7:30 p.m. Tuesday-Friday; Oct. 11
2 p.m. Sunday
Arena Theatre
542 Auditorium Road, East Lansing
theatre.msu.edu 

Dark Nights in Billtown staged reading: 
“1984”
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 13
Williamston Theatre
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston
williamstontheatre.org

“Come from Away”
Oct. 15-18 and 22-25
7 p.m. Thursday
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday
Riverwalk Theatre

228 Museum Drive, Lansing
riverwalktheatre.com

“Annie”
Oct. 16-18 and 23-25
7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday
Delta Presbyterian Church
6100 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing
evolvetheatrics.com 

“Frozen Jr.”
Oct. 22-24
6:30 p.m. Thursday-Friday
1 and 5 p.m. Saturday
Perry High School
2555 W. Britton Road, Perry
childrenscommunitytheatre.com

“The Butler Did It”
Oct. 24-25 and 30-Nov. 1
7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday
Waverly East Intermediate School
3131 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing
starlightdinnertheatre.com 

“The Notebook”
Oct. 27-Nov. 1
7:30 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday
2 p.m. Saturday
1 and 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Wharton Center Cobb Great Hall
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
whartoncenter.com

“Emily Brontë: Teenage Necromancer”
Oct. 30-Nov. 1 and Nov. 6-8
7 p.m. Friday
1 p.m. Oct. 31
3 p.m. Sunday; Nov. 7
Eastern High School
626 Marshall St, Lansing
allofusexpress.org

October and early November theater productions:
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By MARK GMAZEL
Ixion Ensemble Theatre has a dis-

tinct ability to find and produce chal-
lenging material that offers its com-
pany of actors meaty roles. And it is 
often the first company to get new 
actors on stage or help actors transi-
tion to directors. It is and has been a 
fertile breeding ground for talent. 

The productions overall can fair-
ly be described as Spartan, with 
tech support being involved as little 
as possible and little consideration 
being paid to creating any sense of 
entrance into a performance envi-
ronment or space. It feels like going 
to see one’s friends in an ad hoc facil-
ity, but that fits the tenor and 
storefront style of the current 
show, as well as the company 
in general.

“Mauritius,” by Theresa Re-
beck, is a play about betrayal, 
familial duty, rip-offs, 
double crosses and the 
possible redemption of 
people as well as stamps. 
It is a well-structured 
and well-written show 
that adheres to the three 
classical unities of time, 
place and action. That’s 
the problem. The more 
familiar you are with dramatic struc-
ture and theory, stock types and char-
acter arcs, the faster you will see what 
is coming dramatically and themati-
cally. 

Even so, the one thing this play 
promises and delivers on is dynam-
ically interesting scenes populated 
by recognizable and strongly per-
formed characters who advance the 
plot through extended monologues. 
Scene to scene, the tone can shift 
abruptly, and drama and comedy ex-
ist comfortably together.  

To me, the greatest gift of this 
playwright is the way that import-
ant off-stage events are alluded to 
and yet not discussed, implied but 
not elaborated upon. That gives the 
show its most believable and honest 
moments, even if there are occasional 
flaws in plot.  

Every character has extended, 
well-written monologues, and local 
actors would do well to see this play 
and read the script, for there is some 
interesting audition material.

Especially outstanding is lead ac-
tress Rose Porter as Jackie, an ideal-
ist. Jackie is the voice of reason, walk-

ing in and out of scenes that evolve 
from domestic dramedy to seedy un-
derworld drama to heist caper to ro-

mance. Porter grounds her per-
formance with obvious wit, and 
she manages to stay moment to 
moment in an occasionally lu-
dicrous plot.  

It would be easy to allow 
Jackie’s complicated, 
sassy, sentimental sis-
ter, Mary, to fold into a 
two-dimensional sitcom 
caricature, but Vahlarée 
Aidan Kakela brings ap-
propriately varied levels of 
happiness and pain, ten-
derness and fierceness to 
the show. This performer 

is always a force on stage. 
Samuel Johnson has a nice, breezy 

quality about his performance as 
Dennis and retains a certain needed 
charm, as his character changes the 
most. This is the star-maker role in 
this play, and Johnson handles it well. 

As the expert stamp appraiser, 
Dennis, Logan Natvig is the fulcrum 
upon which the play is balanced. A 
broad comedic performance from 
this character, and the whole show 
is a situational comedy. A subtle 
performance with perhaps a lightly 
threatening undercurrent, and the 
show is a gritty tale of the streets. 
Natvig does both very well and is 
forced to confront the play’s contra-
dictions in his efforts. His strongest 
moments come from his ability to 
play being deceptive.

One cannot help but notice the 
influence of David Mamet in this 
material. In fact, the more you are 
willing and able to mentally trans-
pose this play into a shorthand ver-
sion of “American Buffalo,” the more 
you will enjoy it. There are even a few 
gritty F-bombs, so please protect the 
tender ears. 

Ixion lets its talent shine in 
monologue-heavy ‘Mauritius’

This is why we mustn’t 
cut funding for the arts

By KAREN RICH
I had the pleasure of attending the open-

ing night of “The One Good Thing or ‘Are 
Ya Patrick Swayze?’” at Williamston The-
atre, and I’m here to say it is absolutely 
worth spending your time and money to 
see this show. 

This was my first time attending a per-
formance at this theater, but it definitely 
won’t be my last. It is very small, so there 
are no bad seats, and if you are in the first 
row, you can literally reach out and touch 
the actors. (Please don’t do this. Don’t be 
that guy.) 

The theater’s intimate setting is perfect 
for a well-written play in the hands of two 
skilled actors. There’s nowhere for the per-
formers to hide, no elaborate spectacle to 
distract you, and no chorus of people sing-
ing and dancing to give you a convenient 
place to look when things get emotional-
ly uncomfortable. It’s just the two actors, 
a story and an audience sitting closely 
enough to feel every shift in mood.

That’s right: I said two actors.
Despite there being several 

characters in the play, there are 
only two performers in the show. 
The entire story is told through 
dialogue between brothers Jamie 
and Tommy, who are living 
in a cottage on the coast 
of Ireland, and somehow 
it works beautifully. More 
than that, it feels complete-
ly natural. 

Playwright Joe Brava-
co does a brilliant job of 
exploring heavy themes 
like grief, love, guilt, for-
giveness, regret and hope 
without being heavy hand-
ed or maudlin. This is a 
story about people carry-
ing around the things they have done, the 
things they haven’t done, the things they 
wish they could change and the people they 
love despite everything. What is potentially 
a recipe for two hours of emotional misery 
is instead really funny. And occasionally, it 
punches you directly in the feelings.

I can’t say enough about actors Connor 
Allston and Cody Robison. From the mo-
ment the play starts, both men have the 
audience’s full attention. When the lights 
come up for intermission, one could be for-
given for thinking only a few minutes had 
passed rather than the entire first half of 
the show. The two are completely engaged 
with each other and with the story, and 
their performances never feel like they are 

simply waiting to deliver their next line.
Unless you are the rare person that has 

never experienced heartache or loss or re-
gret, this play will hit hard, in a way that 
makes you feel welcome and seen. It’s not 

like tearing open an old wound; it’s like 
getting a hug from someone who truly 
understands while you laugh and cry at 
the same time. And, honestly, isn’t that 
one of the greatest things theater can 
do?

The performing arts have been 
using stories to help human be-
ings make sense of being human 
for literally hundreds of years. We 
need this. We need places where 
people can sit together in a room, 
listen to a story about somebody 
else’s life and recognize pieces of 
their own. We need actors who 
are willing to stand under bright 
lights and make themselves vul-
nerable in front of a room full of 
strangers. We need playwrights 
who can take complicated, messy 

human experiences and turn them into 
something that makes us laugh, cry, think 
and, ideally, leave the theater looking at the 
people around us just a little differently.

There is also something particularly sat-
isfying about watching two actors carry an 
entire production. It takes an enormous 
amount of skill and trust. They have to es-
tablish relationships, personalities, history 
and conflict entirely through their perfor-
mances, and Allston and Robison handle 
that challenge beautifully.

Go see this play. Sit close. Laugh at 
the funny parts. Get emotionally sucker 
punched by the serious ones. Don’t touch 
the actors. This show will stay with you 
long after the lights come up.

“The One Good 
Thing or ‘Are Ya 
Patrick Swayze?’”
Through Oct. 25
2 p.m. Thursday, 
Saturday-Sunday
7:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday
Williamston Theatre
122 S. Putnam St., 
Williamston
(517) 655-7469
williamstontheatre.org

Photo by Chris Purchis

Connor Allston (left) and Cody Robison in 
Williamston Theatre’s production of “The 
One Good Thing or ‘Are Ya Patrick Swayze?’”

“Mauritius”
7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 
9-Saturday, Oct. 10
Stage One
2200 Lake Lansing Road, 
Lansing
(517) 775-4246
facebook.com/
IxionEnsemble

Courtesy 

From left: Rose Porter,  Samuel Johnson 
and Vahlarée Aidan Kakela in Ixion 
Ensemble Theatre’s production of 
“Mauritius.”

Review

Review
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“I Was Not Invited” -- 
but I appear anyway.
by Matt Jones
© 2026 Matt Jones

ACROSS
1. Plays quizmaster
5. Big name in 
photography since 
1888
10. Barn attachment
14. Karaoke option
15. Naproxen brand
16. Huge celebrity
17. Suspicious of
18. Actress Shire of 
“Rocky” and “The 
Godfather”
19. Banquet hall 
platform
20. Inheritor of the 
secret to flying in V 
formation?
23. Badly lit
24. “Hamilton” Tony 
nominee Phillipa
25. Abbr. on a 
bounced check
28. Seacrest took 
over for him
32. Waste paper
36. Melville captain
38. ___-tiller
39. Author Ferrante
40. Bouncy coils on 
an underground cart 
track?
43. Lauder of 
makeup fame
44. Rapper ___ 
Dogg
45. Irksome sort
46. 1971 film with 
an Oscar-winning 
theme
47. Goes after flies
49. Airport info
50. Irish folk dance
52. Diamond official
54. Royal leader of 
cashing out change?
61. “Hamilton” 
character, sir
62. “Rice-___, the 
San Francisco treat”
63. Spencer of 
“Good Morning 
America”

65. Australian Netflix 
comedy about a 
probate lawyer
66. Character 
resurrected by AI in 
a 2026 Netflix reality 
show
67. Almost rainless
68. Greeting for 
65-Across
69. Goes back and 
forth
70. Customer 
service center 
workers

DOWN
1. Commotion
2. “Song ___ Blue” 
(Hugh Jackman 
movie)
3. High-fat, low-carb 
diet
4. Remained in 
effect
5. One of the real-
life sisters playing 
twins in Werner 
Herzog’s 2026 film 
“Bucking Fastard”

6. St. ___ College in 
Northfield, Minn.
7. “Remove,” in 
proofreading
8. Athletic shoe 
company
9. “Ode to a 
Nightingale” poet
10. Part of a movie 
trailer
11. Berry in a bowl
12. “Dark” film genre
13. Naan 
ingredients?
21. Bro’s opposite
22. “Strange Brew” 
insult
25. Directory listings
26. ___ kebab
27. Fruit-flavored 
Coca-Cola brand
29. Gets into
30. Attorney ___
31. Tennis player-
turned-”Daily Show” 
correspondent 
Michael
33. Hugh’s “Bridget 
Jones: Mad About 
the Boy” co-star

34. Feeling of 
unease
35. Noodles
37. Strips at a 
convenience store?
41. Fix, as a shoelace
42. Funnel-shaped 
flowers
48. Texting format, 
briefly
51. Goes after a 
chew toy
53. ___ opposites
54. British pound, 
informally
55. Bear up there
56. Rook’s cousin
57. “Avatar: Fire and 
Ash” actress Chaplin
58. Black like the 
night
59. Very infrequent
60. Sojourn
61. Voice role for 
Mark Rylance in a 
2016 Dahl adaptation
64. Spots

ARIES (March 21-April 19): “Dear Oracle: My secret 
terror is being ordinary. I need to be special, 
and lately I’m worried I’m just average and 
unremarkable. That thought is repugnant to me! 
Can you offer any advice? — Afraid of Average.” 
Dear Afraid: The pressure to be extraordinary 
is exhausting because it’s the wrong goal. Your 
birthright and your life assignment aren’t about 
being special in the sense of better than. You’re 
simply meant to be vividly, generously, amazingly 
yourself. In the coming weeks, I invite you to trade 
the anxious hunt for superiority for the warm, 
throbbing joy of full self-expression. Shine because 
it feels fantastic, not to outrank anyone.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Ravens sometimes hide 
food while pretending to conceal it elsewhere, 
especially if another raven is observing. They’re 
strategic and imaginative and aware of how 
they’re perceived. With their social intelligence 
as inspiration, I will encourage you to think more 
consciously about the stories you’re broadcasting. 
Which precious projects will flourish better if 
protected from premature scrutiny? Do you have 
any in-progress blooms that really should continue 
to incubate before being revealed? Discernment 
isn’t deception. PS: Conversely, there may be a 
part of you that deserves greater visibility.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The Taurus philosopher 
Søren Kierkegaard wrote that life must be lived 
forward but can only be understood backward. You 
Geminis are naturally inclined to resist that advice. 
Many of you analyze experiences while they’re 
still unfolding. Can I coax you to try a different 
approach in the coming weeks? As usual, you may 
be tempted to figure everything out immediately. 
But the most useful clarity won’t arrive until later, 
as you survey what has occurred and recognize 
patterns you couldn’t see in real time. So, try to 
stay curious rather than overly diagnostic. Keep 
gathering impressions, stories, and clues. Allow 
events to transpire like chapters in a book whose 
ending you haven’t reached yet.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The Germans have a word, 
“sehnsucht,” for a feeling that my English language 
can’t quite convey: a deep, sweet, aching longing 
for something you can’t name. It may be a faraway 
home you’ve never visited or a wholeness you 
seem to remember without ever having had it. 
Most people treat this yearning as a problem to be 
fixed or numbed. But I think it’s sacred information, 
Cancerian, and you’re especially fluent in it right 
now. Don’t rush to resolve the ache or explain it 
away. Instead, follow it like a scent. What is your 
sehnsucht pointing toward? Let it lead you toward 
the beauty and meaning your soul is homesick for.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Botanists know that climbing 
vines have a simple approach. They keep extending 
their sensitive tendrils until they discover something 
sturdy enough to support upward growth. Their 
progress depends on continual experimentation. 
I love it when you imitate this style of intelligence, 
Leo, which I think will be especially useful and 
successful during the coming weeks. So, instead 
of demanding guarantees before beginning a new 
endeavor, offer exploratory feelers. Ask friendly 
questions. Test prototypes. The right support 
system probably already exists, but it may not 
reveal itself until you reach toward it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): One of my favorite 
Virgos works in a museum cleaning centuries-
old paintings with exquisite patience. She uses 
tiny swabs and gentle solvents to lift away layers 
of darkened varnish and grime. She’s an expert 
at making the original colors emerge so vividly 
that the painting looks newly made. But her work 
demands artful restraint. If she presses too hard 
or applies the wrong solvent, she could destroy 
the very thing she means to reveal. This approach 
can be your specialty in the coming weeks, Virgo. 
I hope you will attend to valuables that have been 
obscured by accumulated grime, like old habits, 
stale assumptions, and other people’s projections. 
Your task is to gently lift it all away and let the true 
colors shine. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Periodically, you have the 
cosmic right to receive precisely what you need. 
Life is duty-bound to deliver a close approximation 
of full satisfaction. I believe now is one of those 
times. So, please be bold and articulate about 
naming the specific blessings you require. Write 
them down, speak them aloud, and pray for them 
— not as a demand, but as a hearty invitation. 
Then, for a while, live as if all of creation is indeed 
honor-bound to respond accordingly, adjusting its 
behavior so it’s in harmony with the gifts you’ve 
asked for.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Every Thursday night, I 
haul my trash bin out to the street so the collectors 
can empty it the following morning. Most weeks it’s 
three-quarters full. But now and then, I produce an 
unusually large haul of debris. On those occasions, 
I have to turn into a one-person compaction crew: I 
grab a low-hanging branch of the persimmon tree, 
hoist myself up, drop down feet-first into the can, 
and bounce around to squash everything enough 
to squeeze in the overflow. Consider this my 
audition to be your role model, Scorpio. According 
to my reading of the celestial weather, it’s time 
for you to consolidate and discard at least half a 
year’s accumulation of obsolete clutter — both the 
invisible emotional kind and the tangible stuff filling 
your space.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Ancient navigators 
sometimes crossed vast stretches of sea by 
studying the swells beneath their boats. Their 
bodies were instruments of perception that 
enabled them to feel the subtle wave patterns 
generated by winds and distant islands. Your 
intuition has a similar sensitivity these days, 
Sagittarius. I hope you will trust it: what your whole 
being senses before your rational mind assembles 
the evidence. I call this fully embodied intelligence. 
It deserves a key role in your decision making.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): I’ve never been a fan 
of Capricorn poet Kahlil Gibran (1883-1931). The 
ideas he expressed seem commonplace and 
sentimental to me. But his book “The Prophet” 
is an all-time best-seller translated into over 100 
languages. Millions of readers have adored and 
benefited from his words, and he’s acclaimed as a 
literary hero in his native Lebanon. So, who cares 
what I think! I’ll just shut up and appreciate the 
fact that he worked hard and published a lot. His 
disciplined, painstaking efforts have been widely 
inspirational. Let’s make him your role model for 
the coming months. I think you’re primed to create 
enduring offerings that nourish people’s souls.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Think of an aspect of 
your life that you have always wished you could 
change but have assumed or feared you could 
never change. What if, sometime soon, you try 
to change it, but this time you do it with playful 
lightheartedness? You resolve to feel zero stress 
and have as much fun as possible as you try to shift 
how this problem works. You decide you will use 
your imagination to dream up unprecedented and 
even outrageous ways to break your trance and 
invite sweet liberation to swoop in.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Geologists tell us that 
over time, rocks really do get transformed 
under sustained pressure. Their material gets 
reorganized into denser, more stable stuff.  This 
is an apt metaphor for you, dear Pisces. You’re 
under pressure right now, and it may feel intense. 
But what if it’s actually reconfiguring you? Maybe 
the constraints are what you need to make you 
more focused, more essential, and more real. Not 
all pressure is bad, and this is proof. Ask yourself: 
What is this pressure making possible that freedom 
couldn’t create? Let yourself be reorganized.

Jonesin' Crossword                                         By Matt Jones

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)    	       Answers on page 32

SUDOKU	 Intermediate

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                                 Oct. 7-13, 2026
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Sporcle Live Trivia - Join us at HopCat East 
Lansing every Wednesday for trivia! Two rounds, 
two chances to score prizes. First game: 7 p.m. 
Second game: 8 p.m. 300 Grove St., East Lansing. 
facebook.com/HopCatEastLansing. 

Virtual Connections Series: Smartphone Coaching 
-This hands-on series will cover smartphone 
basics, safety and security, video chat, email and 
messaging, internet browsing, AI and health, and 
telehealth resources. 1-2:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
through Nov. 18. DeWitt District Library, 13105 
Schavey Road, DeWitt. dewittlibrary.org.

Thursday, Oct. 8
2026 MSUBA Homecoming - Join Spartans from 
across the country for an unforgettable weekend 
of fellowship, culture, entertainment, networking, 
and tradition as we celebrate Spartan Black 
Excellence. Quality Suites Lansing West, 901 
Delta Commerce Drive, Lansing. eventbrite.
com/o/25307739719.

2026 PACE Awards and Professional Development 
Day - This year, CMPRSA’s PACE Awards will again 
join forces with Professional Development Day. 
10:30 a.m.-7 p.m. University Club, 3435 Forest 
Road, Lansing. eventbrite.com/o/404309493.

Acting 101 Class for Teens and Adults - Students 
will learn the fundamentals of acting: diction, pro-
jection, stage presence, stage directions, working 
off their partner, basic script work and improvi-
sation. 7-8 p.m. Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - Actors 
will learn more than just craft; they’ll learn suc-
cessful strategies for a career in acting, what it 
takes, and how to move into the business when it’s 
time. 8-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Baby and Me - A lap-sit story time for babies and 
toddlers with their adult caregivers. Rhymes, 
songs, cuddles, and play are all included. Older sib-
lings are welcome to attend. 10-10:45 a.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 
charlottelibrary.org.

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James Couzens 
Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. bathtownship.
us/departments/farmers-market.php.

Bike Night at Summerlands Brewing Co. - Kick back 
with an ice-cold brew, grab a burger, and check out 
some awesome bikes while enjoying great company 
and laid-back vibes. 7-10 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. 
facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Bookend Gallery Display by Nancy Aitcheson - 
Noon-6 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., 
Haslett. cadl.org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Code Club - Explore the basics of coding with 
Scratch and enjoy fun, hands-on coding activities, 
games, and creative challenges. Perfect for begin-
ners and young coders who want to learn, create, 
and have fun together. 4-5 p.m. GLADL Wacousta 
Branch, 9135 W. Herbison Road, Eagle. gladl.libcal.
com.

Diabetes PATH - Six-week workshop designed to 
help individuals with diabetes or pre-diabetes 
improve their health and feel better. 1-3:30 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson 
St., Grand Ledge. To register, call 517-887-1465 or 
email histedc@tcoa.org.

Floods, Funding, and the Future: Michigan’s Water 
Infrastructure Challenge - Join Stacy Hissong 
and Steve Roznowski for a discussion on the legal, 
engineering, and economic challenges facing 
Michigan’s water infrastructure. 11:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center, 219 S. 
Harrison Road, East Lansing. facebook.com/Lan-
singChamber.

the history of racial injustice, its direct link to the 
lack of generational wealth in the Black community, 
and how local efforts are moving the needle. 7 p.m. 
Edgewood United UCC, 469 Hagadorn Road, East 
Lansing. peacequestgreaterlansing.org.

Holt Food Frenzy - Join us for music, food trucks and 
fun. 4-8 p.m. Holt Farmers Market, 2150 Cedar St., 
Holt. holtfoodfrenzy.com.

Lansing Shuffle Big Show - From 7-9 p.m., dive into 
over a dozen board games, Nintendo Switch, and 
tabletop shuffle. Then, from 9-11 p.m., take the stage 
for standard karaoke, hosted by BigMan Genesis. 
325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. lansingshuffle.com.

Let’s Talk About Voting! - Drop by the museum for 
weekly office hours with MSUvote and take some 
time to make your voting plan over coffee and do-
nuts. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Magic: The Gathering Club - Adult players of all skill 
levels welcome. Cards not provided. 5:30-7 p.m. 
Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., 
Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Meditation - A free meditation gathering rooted in 
the tradition of Thich Nhat Hanh, offering a calm 
space for mindfulness practice and reflection. 7-9 
p.m. Chua Van Hanh, 3015 S. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd., Lansing. lamcsangha.wordpress.com.

Michigan 4-H Day at the Capitol - Education and 
awareness event to elevate knowledge of Michigan 
4-H and to share the impact of its programming 
across Michigan. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Heritage Hall, 323 
W. Ottawa St., Lansing. canr.msu.edu/4h.

Mid Michigan Art Guild Exhibit - Noon-5 p.m. 1210 
Turner St., Lansing. micharts.org.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Tai Chi - Free group class 
tailored for people with Parkinson’s and their 
caregivers. Improve balance and strength. 1 p.m. 
Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org.

Puppetry Class - This class will advance progres-
sively in skill from sock puppet to mascot and 
everything in between. All ages welcome. 7-8 p.m. 
Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Ross Education New Student Orientation - We’ll 
cover everything you need to know for a great 
start. We’ll also give you a tour of the campus and 
classrooms, and we’ll help you set up your new 
laptop. 3-4 p.m. Ross Medical Education Center, 
4106 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. rosseducation.
edu.

Seth Bernard and Jordan Hamilton - Members 
of the Earthwork Collective, Seth Bernard and 
Jordan Hamilton are great friends who often 
come together and share stages all over Michigan 
and beyond. 7:30-10 p.m. The Robin Theatre, 1105 
S. Washington Ave., Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org.

Silly STEAM Storytime - In honor of author Andrea 
Beaty’s birthday, join us for a silly STEAM-themed 
storytime! After stories, we’ll have a couple of 
simple art and science activities to do. 6-7 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson 
St., Grand Ledge. gladl.libcal.com.

Songwriting Class - Our songwriting class is 
designed to help young songwriters develop their 
craft by giving them assignments that will teach 
them the foundations of good songwriting. 7-8 p.m. 
Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Wednesday, Oct. 7
517 Witch’s Workshop: An Evening of Autumn Magic 
& Handmade Crafts - Join us for a cozy hands-on 
workshop where you’ll create five projects inspired 
by autumn, herbal traditions, and the art of intention. 
6-8 p.m. The Fledge, 1300 Eureka St., Lansing. 
eventbrite.com/o/58009442393.

A Course of Love - A Course in Love ongoing book 
study. All levels of knowledge or curiosity of the book 
are welcome at any time. 7-8 p.m. Virtual. Meeting 
ID: 177 417 886. Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting/Improv for Kids - Students will have a blast 
while gaining confidence, poise and good public 
speaking skills in this acting course. 5:15-6 p.m. 
Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Bingo - Every Wednesday. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. 
Bingo cafe 5 p.m. Early bird 6 p.m. Eaton Rapids Se-
nior Center, 201 Grand St., Eaton Rapids. facebook.
com/EatonRapidsSeniorCenter.

Bookend Gallery Display by Nancy Aitcheson - Nancy 
is an established painter in and around the Lansing 
area and an active participant in the En Plein Air 
Mid-Michigan group. She has developed her own 
style reflecting the influence of Impressionist works. 
Noon-4 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., 
Haslett. cadl.org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Classical Theatre Class for Teens and Adults - A 
deep dive into the history, performance technique, 
and audition technique of performing the works of 
Shakespeare, his influencers, and his contemporar-
ies. 8:15-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Creative Dance for Kids - A wonderful opportunity 
for kids to dance without the pressures of technique 
and performance competition. 6-7 p.m. Ruhala 
Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

DJ Trivia at Summerlands Brewing Co. - Free to play. 
Prizes for the top three teams. Bring your friends 
and test your knowledge! 7 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. 
facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Feel Good Fall Event - Join us for a feel-good wellness 
experience designed to help you relax, recharge, 
and discover simple ways to support your well-being. 
5-6:30 p.m. Creative Wellness, 2045 Asher Court, 
East Lansing. creativewellness.net.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Free Community Meal - October’s menu is lasagna 
casserole, delicious sides, and dessert by Flour 
Child. 5:30-6:30 p.m. First United Methodist Church, 
411 Harrison St., Grand Ledge. grandledgefirstumc.
org.

Glee Singing Classes for Kids - A 45-minute class that 
introduces young performers to singing. 4:30-5:15 
p.m. Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Grant Chats - Stop by for a casual chat and discuss 
your grant questions and creative ideas with Arts 
Council membership and program manager Taylor 
Haslett. 3-4 p.m. Blue Owl Coffee, 1149 S. Washington 
Ave., Lansing. facebook.com/ArtsCouncilGL.

Healing the Community - Join Willye Bryan and 
Prince Solace of the Justice League of Greater 
Lansing for a community discussion. They’ll dive into 
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Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 31

DAOM’s Halloween Soiree 
Weekend

8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 9, and Saturday, 
Oct. 10

The Avenue Cafe
2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

$10
facebook.com/DarkArtMichigan

Spooky season is here, and the Dark Art 
of Michigan is celebrating with its annual Hal-
loween Soiree Weekend. The festivities kick 
off Friday with a performance art showcase 
hosted by Secretia Noxious, AKA Tiesha 
King, owner of Thrift Witch and co-founder of 
the Dark Art of Michigan. Performers include 
Belle Endowed, Thon, Seraphim Sin, Mag N. Cheez, Misty Smoke and many other local 
entertainers. DJ Maus, “back-porch rock” band Moon Pony and Detroit band Access to 
Concrete will provide music into the following morning.

Saturday evening brings performances by Leena Allure, Asio Aviance, Prince Marsallis, 
Lishes LaMoan, Happy Birthday and more, as well as music by DJ Club Kid, queercore/
power-pop band Pet Me and rock band Toad-Eater.

Triple Goddess Bookstore and Ruckus Ramen will be open for business both evenings. 
There will also be costume contests, with categories including “most creative,” “most scary,” 
“most sexy” and “best cosplay.” Entry is $10.
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Boo at the Zoo
Noon-5 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays through Oct. 25

Potter Park Zoo
1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing

potterparkzoo.org/event/boo-at-the-zoo-10/

Boo at the Zoo is back for the next three weekends, inviting Potter Park Zoo visitors to 
experience spooky season in a unique way. With an array of free attractions, including treat 
stations, a maze, conservation stations and “dress-a-skeleton” displays, attendees of all 
ages will find something to enjoy. Guests can also purchase activity tickets or a wristband to 
gain access to a blacklight room, a hayride, an inflatable slide, inflatable axe throwing and 
other premium activities. Warm mini donuts and Quality Dairy apple cider will be available 
for purchase. Standard zoo admission fees apply.

• Top Down Cleaning
• Move In/Move Out 
• New Construction Cleans
• Student Housing

Commercial & residential
cleaning plans for your needs!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

Call  517-819-3250
for a quote or walk-thru!

maximaids1@gmail.com
www.maximaids.net

Googley-eyed trees 

Happy Spooky Season
Keep Lansing weird.

Halloween Psychic Fun Night -Talented psychic Mr. 
Robert Taylor will present various techniques of 
divination. Audience participants will choose one of 
the techniques for an individualized reading! Adult 
program. Registration req. 6-7 p.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. gladl.libcal.com.

Join Mid-Michigan Spartans Behind the Scenes at 
MSU IQ - Go behind the scenes of MSU’s Institute 
for Quantitative Health Science & Engineering 
with founding director Dr. Christopher Contag. 4-6 
p.m. 775 Woodlot Drive, East Lansing. eventbrite.
com/o/35416662283.

Mid Michigan Art Guild Exhibit - Noon-5 p.m. 1210 
Turner St., Lansing. micharts.org.

MSU Women’s Soccer vs. Minnesota Gophers - 7 p.m. 
DeMartin Soccer Complex, 261 Kalamazoo St., East 
Lansing. msuspartans.com/sports/womens-soccer.

The One Good Thing or “Are Ya Patrick Swayze?” 
- With warmth, wit, and emotional depth, this 
thoughtful, poignant dark comedy brings a deeply 
human story to life just feet from your seat. 2 p.m. 
Williamston Theatre, 112 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 
williamstontheatre.org.

Paper Plate Autumn Leaf Wreath Craft - Children 
can come into the library throughout the day and 
create a colorful paper-leaf wreath. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
GLADL Wacousta Branch, 9135 W. Herbison Road, 
Eagle. gladl.libcal.com.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Rock-Steady Boxing - Free 
exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. Caregiv-
ers are welcome to participate if space permits. 1 
p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org.

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble — Performing Group 
for All Ages - A wonderfully intense twice-a-week 
training program for students interested in taking 
their training to the next level. 5:30-7 p.m. Ruhala 
Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Shora Family Support Group - A weekly therapeutic 
community for families who homeschool or who are 
struggling to get their needs met within traditional 
school settings. 1-3 p.m. Shora House, 6639 Centuri-
on Drive, Ste. 120, Lansing. shorahouse.com.

South Lansing Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 5016 S. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. facebook.com/
SouthLansingFarmersMarket.

Spirit of Michigan Chorus Rehearsal - We’re an inclu-
sive community of women who sing a cappella in the 
barbershop style. We welcome all levels of musical 
experience. 6:45 p.m. Church of the Nazarene, 4851 
Holt Road, Holt. spiritofmichiganchorus.com.

“The Traitors” Thursday Watch Nights at MP Social 
- 8-10 p.m. 313 N. Cedar St., Lansing. facebook.com/
mpsocial.lansing.

Weekly TOPS Meeting - Join us if you want to Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly. Your first meeting is free. 6 p.m. 
Haslett Middle School, 1535 Franklin St., Haslett. Call 
(517) 927-4307 for more info.

“What the Constitution Means to Me” with William-
ston Theatre - Join us for a staged reading and civic 
conversation that invites us to imagine how the Con-
stitution will shape the next generation of Americans. 
7-9 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Wine Bingo Night - Come play a bit, win some 
swag, and hang with us. It’s free to play. 6-7:30 p.m. 
Horrocks Wine Bar, 7420 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. 
facebook.com/HorrocksWineBar.

Friday, Oct. 9
Bookend Gallery Display by Nancy Aitcheson - Noon-
4 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.
org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Canines for Change Puppy Yoga - 6-7 p.m. 
5573 N. Michigan Road, Dimondale. eventbrite.
com/o/113524238651.

“The Casserole Play”- A docupageant by Scott. 
C. Sickles. This fast-paced comedy is filled with 
quick-witted dialogue and a town full of characters 
played by three actors. 7 p.m. LCC Black Box The-
atre, 411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing. lcc.edu/showinfo.

Delta Pi 70th Anniversary Milestone Events - Join 
the Kappas and the Deltas as we celebrate 70 and 
65 years, respectively, during homecoming weekend 
with MSUBA. eventbrite.com/o/121554716236

Double Clutch Free Karaoke - First, second & third 
Fridays from 7-10:30 p.m. Bring your friends, signif-
icant other or coworkers and sing your little hearts 
out! High Caliber, 1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 
highcaliberkarting.com.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Friday Guided Tours - Each Friday at 1 p.m., a guided 
tour of the museum is conducted by one of our 
volunteer docents or staff members. Tours run 
an average of 45 minutes. Participation is covered 
by general admission to the museum. R.E. Olds 
Transportation Museum, 240 Museum Drive, Lansing. 
reoldsmuseum.org.

Fundraiser Fish Fry - The first fish fry of the new 
season. Served takeout style with seating available. 
Coffee is self-serve and bottled water is available. 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Wacousta-DeWitt Masonic Lodge, 
9030 Herbison Road, Grand Ledge. wacousta.net.

Green and White Sip and Smoke - Kick back, enjoy 
some smooth vibes, and connect with friends old 
and new. Whether you’re here for the sips or 
the smokes, it’s all about good times and great 
company. 8 p.m.-1 a.m. The Comfort Zone Cigar 
Lounge & Bistro, 600 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. 
eventbrite.com/o/90038910133.

LLEAD Mi Voz/Mi Pueblo Summit - Be part of a state-
wide gathering that empowers Latino leaders and 
community members to turn their voices into action. 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Clarion Hotel, 7501 W. Saginaw Hwy., 
Lansing. eventbrite.com/o/52214650823.

May Erlewine - Erlewine continues to be one of 
Michigan’s finest writers and performers of acoustic 
music. Her words have held solace for weary hearts. 
They offer a light in the darkness and leave space 
for both the pain and joy of being alive. 7:30 p.m. 
University Lutheran Church, 1020 S. Harrison Road, 
East Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org.

MBBA 2026 Conference - Join the MBBA for a day of 
networking, expert insights, and dynamic featured 
speakers. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. LCC West Campus, 
5708 Cornerstone Drive, Lansing. eventbrite.
com/o/69745040533.

MSU Hockey vs. Northern Michigan Wildcats - 7:30 
p.m. Munn Ice Arena, 509 Birch Road, East Lansing. 
msuspartans.com/sports/mens-ice-hockey.

Mid Michigan Art Guild Exhibit - Noon-5 p.m. 1210 
Turner St., Lansing. micharts.org.

The One Good Thing or “Are Ya Patrick Swayze?” 
- 7:30 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 112 S. Putnam St., 
Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Movement with Vitality - Free 
exercise class for people with Parkinson’s. Caregiv-
ers are welcome to participate if space permits. 1 
p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org.

Ride Forth to the Dawn: A Confident Witch Circle 
- We’ll work through old stories and practical witch-
craft about the meeting of light and dark, and what 
keeps a witch moving when the season is grinding to 
a halt. 8-10 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center 
St., Lansing. manifestlansing.com.

Rummage Sale to Benefit Tiny Food Pantry - Large, 
many-household sale to benefit the Tiny Food Pantry. 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Red Cedar Friends Meeting House, 
1400 Turner St., Lansing. 517-371-1047.

Events
from page 30

See Events, Page 32
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Toughest Day Golf Scramble - Is your team tough 
enough? Come play the course at its most challeng-
ing setup. 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Meridian Sun Golf Club, 
1018 Haslett Road, Haslett. meridiansungc.com.

Saturday, Oct. 10
Bookend Gallery Display by Nancy Aitcheson - Noon-
2 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.
org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Canines for Change Puppy Yoga - 9-10 a.m. 
5573 N. Michigan Road, Dimondale. eventbrite.
com/o/113524238651.

The Capitol Flea - Love vintage clothing and accesso-
ries? Dig supporting your local artisans? Need more 
trinkets? Want to get your clothing stamped and 
customized? Come on down! 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Arcanna 
Lot, 600 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing. instagram.com/
arcanna.lansing.

“The Casserole Play”- 7 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 
411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing. lcc.edu/showinfo.

Cocaine Anonymous Meeting - “We are here and we 
are free.” 10 a.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 
6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing.

Dark Sky Night in Wacousta - Watch the sunset over 
Heritage Park and allow your eyes to adjust for 
prime night viewing and participate in activities from 
the library and MSU’s Abrams Planetarium! 7-8:30 
p.m. 12803 S. Wacousta Road, Eagle. gladl.libcal.com.

Discover Cameroon (2nd Edition) - Discover 
Cameroon celebrates Cameroon’s beauty, diversity, 
and heritage while fostering cultural exchange and 
community in Greater Lansing. 4 p.m.-1 a.m. Clarion 
Hotel, 7501 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. eventbrite.
com/o/121626491168.

Drag Me 2 Bingo with the Kunty Kittens - Are you 
ready for an evening of glamor, comedy, and fun? 7-9 
p.m. Sir Pizza’s Old Town Pub, 201 E. Cesar E. Chavez 
Ave., Lansing. eventbrite.com/o/118241520081.

Fiber Arts Gardening with Morgan Daugherty (Ten-
der Hearts Garden) - Learn about plants used for 
fiber, both cultivated and native, and practice turning 
natural materials into cordage. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Hunter Park GardenHouse, 500 Clifford St, Lansing. 
allenneighborhoodcenter.org.

Free HIV/Hep C Screenings - Free, confidential HIV 
and Hepatitis C rapid screening — with results while 
you wait. Also on site: free food, clean needles, Nar-
can, condoms. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Connected Health, 4277 
Okemos Road, Okemos. myconnectedhealth.com.

Lansing Hot Cider Hustle - This is an annual half-mar-
athon, 10K and 5K run/walk. Each participant will 
receive a shirt, commemorative hot cider hustle 
mug, and caramel apple at the finish line! 8:20 a.m. 
Hawk Island Park, 1601 E. Cavanaugh Road, Lansing. 
michiganruns.com.

Lori Fithian: Drummunity! - Join percussionist Lori 
Fithian for Drummunity! She’ll bring the drums, you 
get to play them. The whole family gets to drum, sing 
and dance together — come join the jam! 10-11 a.m. 
MSU Community Music School, 4930 S. Hagadorn 
Road, East Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org.

MSU Football vs. Illinois Fighting Illini - 3:30 p.m. 
Spartan Stadium, 325 W. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 
msuspartans.com/sports/football.

Mid Michigan Art Guild Exhibit - Noon-5 p.m. 1210 
Turner St., Lansing. micharts.org.

The One Good Thing or “Are Ya Patrick Swayze?” - 2 
and 7:30 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 112 S. Putnam St., 
Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Picnic with Princesses - The Princesses invite you to 
join them for a fairytale celebration on the lawn! 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. Bridge + Main Market, 119 N. Bridge St., 
DeWitt. eventbrite.com/o/17059501405.

Red Cross Babysitting Workshop - Learn emergency 
procedures, discipline techniques, age-appropriate 
activities and basic first aid skills needed while 
babysitting. Ages 12+. Registration req. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jeffer-
son St., Grand Ledge. gladl.libcal.com.

Rummage Sale to Benefit Tiny Food Pantry - 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Red Cedar Friends Meeting House, 1400 Turner 
St., Lansing. 517-371-1047.

SamRose Comedy: Eyes Up Here - Get ready for 
sharp wit, outrageous stories, fearless honesty, and 
a powerhouse lineup featuring some of Michigan’s 
funniest performers. 5-7 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner 
St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Saturday Guided Tours - Each Saturday at 1 p.m., a 
guided tour of the museum is conducted by one of 
our volunteer docents or staff members. Tours run 
an average of 45 minutes. Participation is covered 
by general admission to the museum. R.E. Olds 
Transportation Museum, 240 Museum Drive, Lansing. 
reoldsmuseum.org.

Sálættr: The Basics of Heathen Souls - No back-
ground in Heathenry is required. This workshop 
provides a map and a vocabulary for a new way of 
working with your own inner self; it is not shadow 
work and is not a replacement for therapy. 6-8 
p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
manifestlansing.com.

Tales & Tunes Storytime - Join us for a monthly 
music-themed storytime and playtime. Ages 0-6. 
10:30-11:30 a.m. GLADL Wacousta Branch, 9135 W. 
Herbison Road, Eagle. gladl.libcal.com.

Timber Trails 5K - This run/walk will take you on a 
slightly challenging course with ranging elevation 
over grass, gravel roads, and wooded trails. A 
perfect way to enjoy a brisk fall morning in one of 
the most beautiful parks in Eaton County. 9-11:30 a.m. 
Fitzgerald Park, 133 Fitzgerald Park Drive, Grand 
Ledge. runsignup.com/Race/MI/GrandLedge/Tim-
berTrailsRunWalk.

Village Crafters Craft Supply Decluttering - Craft-
ers, artists, makers, bakers and DIY’ers … it’s that 
time again! We’re decluttering those craft rooms 
and passing some great deals on to you! 10 a.m.-4 

p.m. Masonic Lodge, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. 
facebook.com/villagecraftersgroup.

Sunday, Oct. 11
“The Casserole Play”- 2 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 
411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing. lcc.edu/showinfo.

East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket.

Lansing Bowling Hall of Fame Celebration - Help 
us honor the 2026 Lansing Bowling Hall of Fame 
inductees: Al Valenzio, Jon Ellerhorst and Scott 
Mather! Enjoy dinner, drinks and a night of honoring 
Lansing’s past and present bowling achievements 
while inspiring the future of our sport. 4 p.m. Royal 
Scot Golf & Bowl, 4722 W. Grand River Ave., Lansing. 
royalscot.net.

MSU Hockey vs. Northern Michigan Wildcats - 1 p.m. 
Munn Ice Arena, 509 Birch Road, East Lansing. msus-
partans.com/sports/mens-ice-hockey.

Jugglers and Would-Be Jugglers - Jugglers meet at 
the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 p.m. Sundays. 
368 Orchard St., East Lansing. mikemarhanka@
gmail.com.

Mid Michigan Art Guild Exhibit - Noon-5 p.m. 1210 
Turner St., Lansing. micharts.org.

The One Good Thing or “Are Ya Patrick Swayze?” - 2 
p.m. Williamston Theatre, 112 S. Putnam St., William-
ston. williamstontheatre.org.

Pzazz, an Afternoon of Poetry & Jazz - Pzazz is 
where spoken word and live jazz meet in the most 
beautiful way. Smooth grooves, soulful poetry, and 
an atmosphere filled with creativity make this one of 
UrbanBeat’s most unique experiences. 4-6:30 p.m. 
1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Quaker Meeting for Worship - Rich communal silence 
that invites thinking deeply, developing spiritually, 
loving fully, speaking our truths. Children’s program 
provided. 10:30 a.m. Red Cedar Friends Meeting 
House, 1400 Turner St., Lansing. redcedarfriends.
org. 

Six Voices in Autumn: A Mixed Media Reading of 
Prose & Poetry - Writing at the Ledges presents six 
of our writers of short fiction, poetry, and memoir. 
2-4 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.libcal.com.

Sunday Brunch at Summerlands Brewing Co. - 
Whether you’re in the mood for something sweet, 
savory, hearty, spicy, or somewhere in between, 
we’ve got a brunch option with your name on it. 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/
summerlandsbrewing.

Weekly Drum Circle at Lake Lansing Park North - 
Join us every Sunday (weather permitting) for a fun 
and energetic afternoon of rhythm and drumming 
with the Greater Lansing Area Drummers! 2-4 p.m. 
6260 E. Lake Drive, Haslett. lansingdrummers.
wixsite.com.

Williamston Farm & Artisan Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
McCormick Park, 123 High St., Williamston. william-
stonfarmmarket.org.

Monday, Oct. 12
AA Women’s Meeting - 6-7 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. 517-377-1444. 
AALansingMI.org.

Acting/Improv for Teens & Adults - Perform your 
characters and learn how to make them funnier 
and more dramatic! 6-7 p.m. Ruhala Holistic Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacen-
ter.com.

Blessing of the Animals - Trinity Episcopal Church will 
host you and your pets of all shapes and sizes at our 
“Blessing of the Animals” service. 10-11:15 a.m. 201 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. trinitypeople.org.

Bookend Gallery Display by Nancy Aitcheson - 
Noon-4 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., 
Haslett. cadl.org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Events
from page 31
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MSU jazz orchestras with Ed Cherry, guitar
3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 11

Fairchild Theatre
542 Auditorium Road, East Lansing

music.msu.edu

This week, Michigan State University jazz studies welcomes a quiet yet mighty master of 
the deep groove, guitarist Ed Cherry, as the first MSU Federal Credit Union jazz artist in res-
idence of the 2026-‘27 academic year. Cherry launched his career playing in several groups 
led by trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie from 1978 until 1992. His funky spirit, melodic sensibility 
and casually virtuosic chops have made him indispensable in widely varied groups led by 
the likes of Latin great Paquito D’Rivera, avant-garde seeker Henry Threadgill, straight-
ahead trumpeter Roy Hargrove and soulful organist “Big John” Patton. He’s bringing his 
many skills and generous spirit to MSU for a week of classes, touring, rehearsals and a 
climactic concert with the MSU jazz orchestras Sunday at Fairchild Theatre.

See Events, Page 33
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DJ Bingo at Summerlands Brewing Co. - Kick off your 
week with a night of music, laughs, and friendly com-
petition! 7-8:30 p.m. 1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.
com/summerlandsbrewing.

EnhanceFitness - Join us for free, fun, core-strength-
ening exercise. We meet at All Saints Lutheran 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 9-10 a.m. 720 W. 
South St., Mason. allsaintsmason.org.

Euchre - 1-3 p.m. Eaton Rapids Senior Center, 201 
Grand St., Eaton Rapids. facebook.com/EatonRap-
idsSeniorCenter.

Fiber Circle at Charlotte Community Library - A 
social gathering for knitters, crocheters, and 
stitchers of all ages and skill levels. 5:30-7 p.m. 226 S. 
Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park pavilion 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 9-10 a.m. 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Music Theory for Singers Class - This is a great 
opportunity for young and older singers to move 
their singing performances forward! 7-8 p.m. Ruhala 
Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

October Creature Features: The Host (2006) - 7 p.m. 
The Green Door, 2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
greendoorlive.com.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Yoga - Free exercise class for 
people with Parkinson’s. Caregivers are welcome to 
participate if space allows. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic 
Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, 
call 517-364-8800. lapsg.org.

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble — Performing Group 
for All Ages - A wonderfully intense twice-a-week 
training program for students interested in taking 
their training to the next level. 5:30-7 p.m. Ruhala 
Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 
ruhalacenter.com.

Singing for Joy Class - A class designed for people 
who want to sing just for fun. Whether you’re a be-
ginner or an accomplished singer, this class will bring 
you joy. 8-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Tuesday, Oct. 13
517 Story Project - A live storytelling experience held 
the second Tuesday of every month at The Green 
Door. No scripts. No performances. Just real people 
sharing real stories from their lives. 6:30-9 p.m. 2005 
E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517storyproject.com.

A Course in Miracles Study Group - A group study of 
A Course in Miracles from the Foundation for Inner 
Peace. All levels of knowledge including beginners 
are welcome. 7-8 p.m. Virtual — find Zoom link at 
unitylansing.org.

Acting 101 Class for Teens and Adults - Students will 
learn the fundamentals of acting: diction, projection, 
stage presence, stage directions, working off their 
partner, basic script work and improvisation. 7-8 
p.m. Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - Actors 
will learn more than just craft; they’ll learn success-
ful strategies for a career in acting, what it takes, 
and how to move into the business when it’s time. 
8-9:30 p.m. Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Acting/Improv for Kids - Students will have a blast 
while gaining confidence, poise and good public 
speaking skills in this acting course. 5:15-6 p.m. 
Ruhala Holistic Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. ruhalacenter.com.

Events
from page 32

Come Together for 
Justice

4-6 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 11
Edgewood United Church

469 Hagadorn Road, East Lansing
Free

facebook.com/people/Just-Peace-
Chorus

Just Peace Chorus and PeaceQuest 
Greater Lansing invite community mem-
bers to come together for a justice sing-
along and rally for peace Sunday after-
noon. Speakers from PeaceQuest, the 
Meta Peace Team, the Peace Education 
Center and Peace Community Media 
will share information on local needs 
and how to help. Mike Lawrence, a lo-
cal musician and constitutional law pro-
fessor at Michigan State University, will 
be the special guest artist for the sing-
along portion. Following the program, 
attendees are invited to network over 
refreshments. Donations of non-perish-
able food items for the Greater Lan-
sing Food Bank or gently used warm 
clothes are encouraged. 

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, October 12, 2026 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers, 10th Floor Lansing City 
Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI for the purpose of considering:

An Ordinance to add Chapter 873, and Sections 873.01-873.11 to the Codified 
Ordinances of the City of Lansing, to provide for licensing procedures and regulations 
for Virtual Currency Machines, to include requirements for Operators and Providers to 
give disclosures and warnings to Customers,  to regulate Transactions with New 
Customers, and to set penalties for Operators and Providers who violate this 
ordinance.  

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings 
should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 24 hour notice 
may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to grant all reasonable 
accommodation requests.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the 
Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#26-372

WILLIAMSTOWN TOWNSHIP
Notice of Public Accuracy Test of Voting Equipment

To qualified electors in Williamstown Township: The Public Accuracy Test for the 
November 3, 2026 General Election is scheduled for 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 15, 
2026 at the Williamstown Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Road, Williamston, Michigan.

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to determine that the computer programming being 
used to tabulate the votes cast at the election and counts the votes in the manner 
prescribed by Michigan election law. The public is welcome to attend; enter through the 
Community Room entrance.

Robin A. Cleveland, MiPMC
Clerk, Williamstown Township
elections@williamstowntownship.com or 655-3193

CP#26-376
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By LIZY FERGUSON
They can wrap as many 

corn stalks around lamp-
posts as they want down-
town; nowhere in Lansing is 
cuter than Old Town in the 
fall. On a particularly 
gorgeous evening, I 
visited Ozone’s Bre-
whouse to try out its 
limited-time Okto-
berfest menu.

Speaking of vibes, 
Ozone’s partially en-
closed (fully in the 
winter) patio is a 
major one. You can 
take in the beautiful 
weather and fresh air 
without getting blast-
ed in the eyes by the 
late-afternoon sun. 
On these spectacular 
fall days we’ve been 
having, it’s a perfect 
place to eat and drink 

with friends. 
Ozone’s is constantly 

posting seriously deli-
cious-looking pictures of 
the specials its chefs come 
up with week after week, 
so it was difficult to stick to 

the mission of try-
ing the Oktoberfest 
items, never mind 
the enticing op-
tions on the regular, 
year-round menu. 
I was with a non-
meat eater, so that 
narrowed down 
our options to the 
spӓtzle, the potato 
pancakes and the 
pretzel sticks. We 
got an order of each 
and added a salad to 
balance out all the 
carbs. 

Spӓtzle is basical-
ly a cross between 

pasta and dumplings. The name trans-
lates to “little sparrows,” stemming 
from the traditional shape of the egg 
noodles. While these noodles didn’t 
look so much like tiny birds, they were 
wonderfully toothsome, coated in a 
rich cheese sauce and drizzled with 
German mustard. Even though the 
pretzel sticks were served with mus-
tard and beer cheese, I found myself 
dipping them in the spaetzle sauce in-
stead — such were its charms. 

Then came the potato pancakes, a 
menu item I’m almost incapable of 
resisting due to its rarity. These could 
have been crispier but were still deli-
cious when combined with the accom-
panying sour cream and applesauce. 
The salad, with its bright, lemony dress-
ing, became necessary at this point to 
give our palates a break between bites 
of cheesy pasta, bread dipped in cheese 
and potato dipped in sour cream. 

If I had followed Oktoberfest tra-
dition and gotten a beer, I probably 
would have had to be rolled out in a 

wheelbarrow. I don’t know how the 
Germans do it. While the Oktoberfest 
menu is no longer available, Ozone’s al-
ways has something new up its sleeve, 
and prime patio conditions should 
continue for at least a few more weeks. 

TOP 5 TACOS
 Based on your votes in WKAR and City 

Pulse’s 2025 Top of the Town contest. 
Bon appétit!

1. Barrio East Lansing
National chain offering signature 
and build-your-own tacos, plus cocktails
202 Albert Ave., East Lansing
(517) 679-0063
barrio-tacos.com
3-10 p.m. Monday-Thursday
11 a.m.-midnight Friday-Saturday
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Sunday

2. El Oasis — all locations
Food trucks serving hefty portions of
Mexican street food staples like tacos 

and sopes
See eloasisfood.com for locations,
hours and phone numbers

3. Fiesta Charra — all locations
Colorful Mexican restaurants serving 
traditional dishes and margaritas
Visit fiestacharraonline.com for 
locations, hours and phone numbers

4. Pablo’s Old Town (now Catalina’s)
Informal Mexican restaurant offering 
classic taqueria fare and outdoor 
seating options
311 E. César E. Chávez Ave., Lansing
(517) 372-0887
facebook.com/CatalinasOldTown
9 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Saturday
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday

5. Taqueria El Chaparrito
Authentic Mexican restaurant serving 
a variety of a-la-carte options and 
larger plates
4832 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing
(517) 574-3020
taqueriaelchaparrito.com
10 a.m.-10 p.m. daily

THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED BY 

CITY PULSE AND WKAR VOTERS

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Spӓtzle & cheese
$12

Potato pancakes
$10

Pretzel sticks
$10

Ozone’s Brewhouse 
305 Beaver St., Lansing

5-10 p.m. Monday
3-10 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday

3-11 p.m. Friday
11 a.m.-11 p.m. Saturday
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Sunday

(517) 999-2739
ozonesbrewhouse.com

There’s always something new to try at Ozone’s

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. The 10% discount will be applied at checkout when selecting a subscription order on qualifying products. Standard shipping will be applied on all shipments. Offer does not include upgraded shipping 
charges and is limited to the contiguous United States. Minimum purchase of $89 or more per shipping address to qualify for free gift to that address. Gift Cards, Certifi cates, Wine, Last Minute Gifts, Gift Baskets, Caviar, and Custom Cuts do not count toward 
the minimum free gift requirements. Your free gift will ship per address and must ship with an order. 1 free gift per shipping address. While supplies last. This offer cannot be combined with any other offer and is not valid on pending or prior purchases. 
Limit of 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Other restrictions may apply. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expiration 12/31/26.  |  26M10423  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

–– MAKES AMAKES A ––
GREAT GIFT

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4009  |  1.866.586.3534
Ask for 8 FREE smash burgers on $89+ orders with off er 82792CCJ

Order 
Now!

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
2  Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 oz.) 
2  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Classic Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
8   FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

82792CCJ       PACKAGE PRICE  $89

WHEN YOU WANTWHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS
When you want to experience a steak 
that delivers rich, juicy, exquisite flavor 
and unparalleled quality in every bite, 

you don’t want just any steak. 
You want Omaha Steaks.

Aged 35+ Days for
Unrivaled Tenderness

Hand-Carved in 
the Heartland

Flash-Frozen at its 
Peak to Lock in Flavor

...

Why You’ll Love Our Steaks:

O
UR

 FAMILY PROMISE

YOU WILL LOVE IT

100%
GUARANTEE

GET 8
FREE
SMASH
BURGERS
on $89+

Lizy Ferguson for City Pulse
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www.BetterHealthMarket.com

EAST LANSING
(Frandor)  305 N Clippert Ave. 

Across from Frandor Mall
517-332-6892

Mon-Sat 8am-9pm • Sun 10am-7pm

BETTER HEALTH JUICES

Breakfast: The Kickstarter
Lunch: The Miracle Cure

3 DAY JUICE 3 DAY JUICE 
CLEANSE KITCLEANSE KIT

Dinner: Green Machine
Bedtime: The Refresher

That’s less than That’s less than 
$34 a day$34 a day

Includes Four 16 oz. juices daily*

$$99999797
 $8.33 ea

SAVE
 $13.91

Right HereMade

MARKETS & VITAMIN STORES

16 oz
$949

Kickstarter*Kickstarter*
Organic apple, organic Organic apple, organic 
ginger, organic lemon, ginger, organic lemon, 
organic cayenne pepperorganic cayenne pepper

Refresher*Refresher*
Organic pineapple, organic Organic pineapple, organic 
cucumber, organic celery, cucumber, organic celery, 
organic ginger, organic lemonorganic ginger, organic lemon

Green Green 
Machine*Machine*
Organic celery, Organic celery, 
organic cucumber, organic cucumber, 
organic green organic green 
pepper, organic kale, pepper, organic kale, 
organic parsley, organic parsley, 
organic spinachorganic spinach

Miracle Cure*Miracle Cure*
Organic apple, Organic apple, 
organic red beet, organic red beet, 
organic carrot, organic carrot, 
organic kale, organic kale, 
organic lemon, organic lemon, 
ground turmericground turmeric

100% 
COLD-
PRESSED 
JUICES
Carrot, Apple, Ginger
Organic carrot, red apple, Organic carrot, red apple, 
green apple, lemon, gingergreen apple, lemon, ginger

ABC Juice ABC Juice 
((Apple + Beet + Carrot + Lemon)

Beet JuiceBeet Juice
90% beets + 10% apple90% beets + 10% apple

Carrot, Apple, GingerCarrot, Apple, Ginger

Apple + Beet + Carrot + Lemon)Apple + Beet + Carrot + Lemon)

Breakfast: The Kickstarter
Lunch: The Miracle Cure

From METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
Pizza is among the most popular 

foods in many areas across the globe. 
Indeed, few people have likely had a 
slice of pizza and not wanted to have 
another in the near or distant future.

Versatility of ingredients has un-
doubtedly contributed to the popular-
ity of pizza. Homemade pizza has also 
become a staple in many households, 
and this Lines+Angles recipe features 
an array of tasty toppings.

Pizza with peppers, tomatoes,
onions and prosciutto
Makes four servings

For the crust:
1⁄2 teaspoon instant or active 
dry yeast
3⁄4 cups warm water
2 cups all-purpose flour
1⁄2 teaspoon kosher salt
5 tablespoons good-quality olive oil,
plus extra for the bowl 

For the pizza toppings:
2 tablespoons good-quality olive oil
Two red bell peppers, rinsed, seeded
and cut into thin strips
2 1⁄2 cups cherry tomatoes, 
rinsed and halved
One red onion, peeled and sliced 
into wedges
Parmesan cheese, grated
1 1⁄3 cups fresh mozzarella cheese,
thinly sliced or crumbled
12 slices prosciutto, thinly sliced
Fresh basil, rinsed and chopped
Three sprigs fresh oregano, rinsed
and leaves chopped
Salt, to taste
Freshly cracked black pepper, to taste

For the crust: 
1. Sprinkle yeast over warm water. 

Let stand for five minutes. 
2. In the bowl of a stand mixer, 

combine flour and salt. With the mix-
er running on low speed (with paddle 
attachment), drizzle in olive oil until 
incorporated with flour. Pour in yeast 
mixture and mix until dough comes 
together in a sticky ball. 

3. Coat a separate mixing bowl 
lightly with olive oil. Form the dough 
into a smooth ball, place it in the 
bowl and toss to coat in olive oil. Cov-
er the bowl tightly with plastic wrap 
and set aside to rise for at least one to 
two hours. 

4. Preheat oven to 450 degrees. 
Lightly oil a pizza pan. 

5. Knead the dough for several 
minutes and reshape into a ball. Roll 
out the dough with a rolling pin or 
stretch it out until very thin. Careful-
ly transfer the dough to the prepared 
pizza pan. Drizzle a little olive oil 
over the dough and spread it to the 
edges. Season the crust lightly with 
salt. 

For the pizza toppings: 
1. Prepare the vegetables. Sprinkle 

the prepared dough with Parmesan 
cheese. Arrange half of the mozzarel-
la evenly over the top of the crust. Ar-
range the peppers, cherry tomatoes, 
onions and prosciutto over the top 

of the mozzarella. 
Sprinkle with the 
remaining moz-
zarella, basil and 
oregano. Season to 
taste with salt and 
pepper. 

2. Bake for 15 
to 17 minutes in 
the lower half of 
the oven, until the 
crust is golden 
brown and top-
pings are bubbly. 
Remove from oven, 
cut into slices and 
serve immediately.

Pizza made perfect right at home 
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Learn more about 
your voting options at:

If you’re voting from home in Michigan, request your ballot by
October 13 to give yourself enough time to receive, complete,
and return the ballot to your local clerk by 8 p.m. on Election Day.

NOW - October 19: Register to vote online
or by mail through October 19. Complete or
download an application at mi.gov/vote.

Starting October 20 through 8 p.m. on
Election Day: Register to vote at your city or
township clerk’s office or satellite office with
proof of residency.

Voting has already begun for the
November 3 General Election.

H e y  V o t e r !  

Request your absentee ballot online
now at mi.gov/vote, or call or visit
your city or township clerk.


